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. The Sixty-third annual session of the Texas State Association of Free Wlll Baptists
convened with the Mission District at Christ's Church in Corpus Christi, Texas.
Bro. Earl _Scroggins, Moderator, presided over the session.The meeting was called
into session by the Moderator and the Music director, Bro.David Archer, led the -
congregation in the opemng hymn,Amazmg Groce Bro. Lonme DoVaulf led in the
opening prayer.

The Moderator asked for a motion to cdopt the program, and 1f there were any changes.
The mohon to adopt the printed program was mude cmd adopted

Bro. Herberf Rlchards,host pastor, introduced Davrd Drel'z,c member of fhe cnty councrl .
of Corpus Christi who gave a great welcome to rhe cufy.

The Moderator, in his opening message read Acfs 2 l and spoke on the theme of "Bemg
in One Accord”.Bro. Scroggms asked for prayer reauests from the congregahon and
closed this portion of the service wnth pruyer :

The Moderator declared the session open for fhe rmmedlote busmess of the uppomtment :
of committees, The' following committees were appomted o e
Nominating Committee: ' Bro.Raymond Getz, .. Chalrman e
Bro.Herbert Richards
Bro. Larry Cox - .« =
Committe on Committees; Bro.Thurman Murphy, ... Chanrman
Bro. Billy Walker -
~ Bro.Tiff Covmgton :
Credentials Committe, Bro Jim Shephard Chairman
Bro,Clyde Tucker
: _ Bro, Charles Reeves
The Business session was closed, -

The service was turned over. to Bro. Raymond Getz, by rhe Moderator, in order for Bro.
Getz to present the awards to the participants and winners in the C.T.S. competitive
cchvmes

Bro. Thurman Murphy,represenhng the Mlssuon—Church Extensnon Board was mtroduced by
the Moderator. Bro. Murphy presided over the Mission Emphasis service.The Following
Texas Home Mlssmndnes were recogni zed:Bro.Sanford Davis(Not Present), newly appointed
to begin a work in Temple. Bro Bobby Beavers, home Missionary to Grand Prairie. Bro. Larry
Powell,serving in M¢Allen with the Rio Grande project.and Bro'Jim Williams who has -
recently been appointed to enter Mexico and reopen the Istitute of Gold. Bro, Murphy"
then introduced Bro.Mike Cousineau,who is maried fo a Texan, the former Delene Huston.
Mike and Delene will begin Missionary Internship in Farmington, Michigan in September
and plan to begin itinerary next summer to prepare. for work in the Ivory Coast.Bro.

~ "CoUsinedu Challenged the group with the fact that only Free Will Baptists ‘are assigned

" as witnesses inthe lvory Coast and that the need is urgent now.He requested that churches

_begin now sending, at least $ lO 00 per-month to their accounf,ln order to facnlntafe their
entrance to Africa,

The group was challenged by Bro.Murphy to support the needs of Mlsswns,m general, :

_ financially.The Offering for Missions was taken.. _ ~
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Bro.David Archer led the congregahon in smgmg"Send The Lagbf ® A Duet from the
Eastside Church in Housfon sang" One ‘Day: Too Lai’e"

Bro. Roy Thomas, representing the Notional Home Mrssnons Boord wos introduced of
speaker.He brought o Wonderful and Challenging messoge from Joshya, encouraging
the group to "Conquer” Texas for Christ ond Free Will Baptists, .

The Moderator reminded, the. group of the schedule tor Friday ond other announcements,
The service Wwas. dnsm)ssed in prayer by Bro. Chu"les Denman.. -~ .0 .0

B
AR RE AR EC IS IS SO UT

Friday anmg,Jvne 10 19‘77

The Texus Sfate Assocnanon of Free Will Bcr hsts was cclled to ordei by Moderdicr R
Earl Scroggins at 8;30 a.m. Bro. David Archer led the body in singing”To God Be The'
Glory"and. "There Is Power- In: The Blood?, with Bro. Lorry Cox at the pigno.

Scripture. ! Cormthxans I5~57 was read by Bro. Bob Scoﬁ who led the ccngregchon

in prayer. S RPN USRI _:;._.l‘ii‘{'h.;-'-y, AT,

The Delegafes were reminded by fhe Moderator to he conszderu?e of others dndalso
of the hme element mvo[ved e T A s e, -
The report of the Credenhols Comml ffee wos.given by Bro?ber Jim Shephqrd with the
recommendation Hwi fhe entrre Delegohon of the Midessa Dtstncf not be'seated. '
MBtidh Carried. i e st g A
The following reporf of the Commmee on, Commnttees wps gwu'g by &'o Thurman Murphy.
Resolutions Committée, .  Bro. Lcrrry ine!l ..,Chmrmcn """ o
Bro.H.Z:Cox..
,  Bro.Bill. Housefy
Temperence Committee, -Bro.Bob Scott i .. .Chajrman ., - . .
Bro.Charles per_u_nap G

Obituary Commiittee,  Bro.Chorles,Reeves. _.Chmrman e
Bro.Owen Burger B N
Bro. Ruy tee. . Y
It was pointed out that the Board Member who are memb&m of the Midessa District still
have the power to operate in their particular Boords.Afiér & cuvestion by Bro.Hall can="
cefiting discipline.in Article. 4, Section 4.of the Conshtuhpil,tt was pointed out that, | .
with-respect:to discipline, the:State Assc:cmfgpn cannof. dlsc:phne a iow! Church C

The report of the Mission-Church Extension Board was given by Bro. Thurman Murphy.
An oral. veport; praising the Lord for:His Blessing on the McAllen Church was gwen by

* Bro. Lorry Powéll; os part of the report. of the Mlssmn“ChurcH ‘erismn Board

RRE i eh L

|~.~_ :._'.,i !;3 o N . ‘::."!P
Bro Jtm Shephord unn@unced fhe cmnuol Mmrsteps qnd Loymen'Re!mcf to be conducfed
on August: 27,28, 1977. at-the West: Fork. Ca'npground with Bra.Roy Thomds of the Nafional

Home- Mlsmon Board cnd Bro. B:H Jones ,Pres:dent of H:Hsdc!e,as ﬂta feumred Speakers.

Lo

The Réport of the Ncmoml Home stsnon Deporhnent'w:xs g: ven by Bro R‘cy Thomas Who
recognized.Bro; Sariford: Davis{Not Present }, wha i is;beginning 9. new work in Temple, Yexas.

" -Bro ; Bobby: Beavers, Home. Massmncry to: Grand. Prairie and Bro. Jim Switliams, cppointee to re~

“*'opén: the Institute of Gold:in Monterrey, Mexico. A, Home sts:on-gunday School Seminar
tobe conducted ot the National Association was announced. Envoliment procédures are an=-
nouriced in Sunday School Attack., Utilizing Joshya .13:1, he expressed appreciation 1o the
State of Texas for the gifis given to National Home Mlssmns Reporf accepted os ‘informotion.
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“ The report of the Foreign Missions Department was given by Board Member, Bro, Allen
Moore: He' encouraged the body to pray for the Mlsswno.les and fhanked fhe group for.
their support. Repor’r cccepted os mformatlon . 4 ,

The report of the Christion Educohon Board was given by Bro. Lafry Cox. Reporf accepted

Dr. Roger Reeds gave the report of the Free Will Bapiist Sunday School Department, *
pointing ‘6ot that ours is the oldest group in Amerlca that has remumed true to the Word
of God. The reporf was occepx‘ed as mformohon. : :
Bro.Ron McMillin represented the Nchonal C.T.S. Department.He announced the theme
ofthe 1977’ Nchonal Youfh Conference as "Jesus Chr:si Lord of AH " Report accepted
as information. .

The Texas State Executive Office Report was given by Bro Jim Wnllmms He thanked the
people for.allowing him to serve the people of Texas during these four(4) years he has
served as Executive Secretary . The report was accepted

The Moderator recognized Bro.Lonnie DchuH the Execuhve Secretary from Oklohomo

Bro.Rufus Cof ffey brought greetings from the Nahonol Executive Office, and hao prcnses
for every Department and Institution of our work. Accepted as mformchon :

The Hillsdale College Trustee report was given by Bro.C!yde G:llenﬂne The reporf
was accepted.

Bro.Bill Jones, President of Hillsdale Free Will Bcphst College, gave qreehngs from the
School : He stated ‘that because 'of a rumdr that had emerged ‘in the spring of 1977, Hlllsdaie
hos reaffirmed its Biblical, Fundamental and Traditional Beliefs of the' Plenary’ Verbal '
Inspiration, just &s the Bible states it and os- Free Will Baptists believe . He also stated thaf”

~every faculty member agrees with this Free Will Baptist Biblical Position, and that every ,

- student who ledves'thé College has' been taught the Biblicol and Free will Baptist' Doctrines’.
The report was qc\.epfed as mformohon A

T, T : e : :

The Moderafor recogmzed Bro. Lloyd Olsen of the \Iohonal Mas*er s Men Orgonization,

He praised ‘thé“Lord For His Blessings upon the work of the ‘Master's Men:He annéunded

that Bro.Jim Williams would be speaking ot the National Master's Men brec:kfcst in

Detroit ; Michigan The report was acceptedos information.

Bro. Robert Crawford was recogmzed ‘and brdught greetings from Free Will Baptist Blble
CollegeiHe: expressad opprecmt:on to the’ Stcte for their support. Report was occepied
os information ./ : A

The report of the Texas Womon s Aux:hcry was ngen by Sis. Potrxcm Beevers Reporf was
Accepfed. o : S

The motion was enterfained and carried to adjourn until the 11:00 a.m. warshap servcce.
Bro.Ron* Mchlhn led i in fhe dlsmxsscl prayer. _ 7 e

Friday Morning Worshlp Serwce June 10. 1977

The congregation.was led in singing" O, How | Love Jesus", followed by prayer led by: B
Marvin Willioms. The Moderator presented « certificate for a Camera; ordered from Sedrs, ©
to Bro, Jim Williams to be used in hts work in Mexuco Bro. Dovzd Archer led fhe concregchon
in the chorus"Alleiuia"," v

Special music was rendered by Bro, Roymond Lee, who as occompanied by Mrs, Lee as he
scng"l m Too Fcn' Out On My Journey", _ ‘
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A special offering for the expenses of the State meeting was received. Prayer was led
by Bro.Bobby Joe Davis.

Bro. Rufus Coffey, Executive Secrefary of the Nahonol Assocxohon of Free will quhsi's

brought the Morning Message, using for his subject, "The Plenary Verbal Inspiration of

the Scriptures*and | Corinthians 2:1, 16 and Colossians 2:8 as his text". :
The Worship service was closed in Proyer :

Friday Afternoon, June 10, 1977 :

The afternoon session was called to order by the Moderator Earl Scroggms The group was
led in singing"Bring Them In"by Bro.David Archer, . : -

Bro. Clyde Tucker read the Scripture 11 Tlmofhy 3:15,17 ond led in P'uyer.

The report of the Mommchng Committee was glven by Bro. Raymond Getz Reporf accepted
The following slate of officers were elected, Individually, by acclamation. _.

Moderator ... Bro.Earl Scroggins

Assistant Moderator. Bro.Owen Barger . .

Clerk . = .. .. Bro.Harold R.Teague

Assistant Clerk ..  Bro.Charles Reeves o ,

Parliamentarian. .  Bro.Billy Walker ‘

Board of Christian Education. . Bro.Ron McMillin, Bro.David Archer.

State Mission-Church Extension Board. ,

West Fork...Bro.Jim Shephard . ... . ... .- - e s . .

Central ... Bro.Vernon Pegues B T IR S :

East Texos Bro.Bob Scoft

Mission.. .. Bro.Herberf Richards . = -

North West Brazos Bro. M.L. Crosby.

Mldesso .. Bro.Thurman Murphy

A reporf was read from the Stafe Execuhve Commlftee recommendmg Bro. Allen Moore

as the new State Executive Secretary...Bro.Clarence Herron was nominated from the

floor .Bro. ‘Allen Moore was elected and hired os Texas State Execuhve Secretary.

The full report. of the Genercl Bocrd Meehng wrth recommenduhons was gwen and occepfed
The report of fhe Mlmsfer s and Lcyman 5 Meehng was glven Reporf accepted as Information.
The report of the Resoluhons Commlﬂ'ee was gaven cnd accepted AH n‘ems ccmed

The report of the Temperonce Commlﬂee was gzven and accepfed All items curned

The report of the Obituary Committee was given and accepted, The group stood in silent
prayer in memory- of the deceased and in concern for their families.A motion was made and
carried to incorporate the names of the deceased of each District in the report to the State

- Meeting each year.

A motion recommendmg fhe use of rhe reporhng Forms of fhe Ncmoncl Association i in ,'
reporhng all State work was Tobled

A motion to occept the posmon poper regardmg fhe msplrohon of- fhe Scrlptures, as.
presented in the report of the Executive Secretqry, ccrrled by unammous vote. -

Moderator Scroggins made a plec for.additional funds for the Sfate Ofﬂce,whose needs
are critical at this time. ST . . 5

The meeting was ad|ourned to meef thh the West Fork Dlstrlct in 1978

Respectfully Submitted- -
Clerk. ..Bro.Harold R. Teague



WOMAN'S AUXILIARY REPORT

The twenty-seventh session of the Texas; State Womun s Aux:lmry convened on June
9.1977 at Christ"s Church in Corpus Christi, Texas. '

The meeting was opend by the :President, Slster Ava Hellord The Music was led by
Sister Betty Kelly.

Three District were represented, West Fork, East Texas and Central Texos,w:th f:fteen :
(15) Delegates. '
Sister Geneva Walker gave a report of the State Woman's Auxallary Refrecﬁ in Aprll

The Treasurer's report was given.The Offering for the State Project for 1976~1977

totals § 799.02.The State project for this year is the Temple-Kileen work, encouraging

each menber of each local Auxiliary to give $ 10.00. The Resolution' Committee report .

was given.The major resolution states: Be it resolved that we, as Christian Free Will .
Baptist Women take a frim stond agamst any homosexuohfy phllosophles in our commumhes. )

A report was glven on the Grand Prcurle work by Pah-lc:a Beavers . Bro. Larry. Powell
gave a reporf on the work in"McAllen, Texas. Coe
Special music by Bro.Everett Hellard was "What Shcll I lee Thee, Masfer . e
Bro: Larry Powell gave an inspiring clnd chollengmg messoge on"The Image Of Chnst" Sk
Scripture,;Romans 8:29, . :
Sister Kelly read the minutes of the orgamzahonal meehng of the Texos State Woman 5
Auxiliary whlch took place, August 15 1950 Lo

New Officers For 1977-1978. Presndenf-Ava Hellord
Vice President — Ann Reeves
Secretary=Patricia Beavers
Treasurer- Betty Kelly
Field Worker-Norma Teague
Member at Large- Sandy Scroggins
A special song was given by Sis.Betty Kelly, "Make Me Willing".

The Installation Service was conducted by Sister Betty Ferguson.
Submitted by Sister Patricia Beavers,

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
District Delegates. ... 19., Church Delegates 34., Making a total Delegates present 55.
Churches reporting 43... Churches Not Reporting 20. .

The West Fork District Requests the State Meeting for 1978 ,

It is recommended that the representatives of the Midessa District not be seated for this
1977 session of the Texas State Association.

Jim Shepherd. .Chairman, Charles Reeves-Member: « Clyde Tucker Member. .

MINISTERS AND DEACONS MEETING
The Minister and Deacons Meehng was conducted June 9, 1977
Bro.Larry Cox brought the meeting to order.There was no "old business. New Business consisted
of the election of officers.
President.. Bro. Larry Cox
Secretory.. Bro.Ron McMillin



RESOLUTIONS COMMITTE

I.Be it resolved that the Texos State Association of Free Will Baptists take an active

stand against Homosexuality and verbally express the sinfulness of all such wncked
perversions in this area.

2.Be it resolved that we give a rising vote of expression of appreciation to our- brother,

Jim Williams, for, outstanding contribution in service to the Texas State Work.

3. Be it resolved that we give a rising vote of thanks to the Mission District Association
and this host Church for entertaining the State Meeting this year in Corpus Christi, Texas. :
Respectfully Submitted.. Hz,€ox, Bill Housely and Larry Powell. -

TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE

We, the Temperance Committee,recommend that, :
f. Efcl'; Christian set the exomple of Godly ccnducf and reverance in the Church and in
daily life. ;
2.Each Minister reemphcsme the Bl blical concept of marriage and the home.
3. Each person actively oppose the legalization and use of Narcotics;totally abstain from
the use and sale of Alcohol, oppose the promotion ond sale of Rock Music, and Gospe! Rock
and take a stand against pornogrophy and pornographic material: :
4.Actively oppose the profanity and other offensive material being presented on'T.V, by -
writing letters of protest to the T.V. networks and stations, F,C,C. and your congressman,
expressing your concern and convictions ugcunsf such, @
5.Each Christion use Biblical guidelines in choosing amusements;
6.Each pastor encourage reverent courteous conduct at the National Convention;
7 .Each pastor to encourage his people to support these recommendations.

Bro. Ron McMillin. .Bro. Charles Deman.. Bro. Bob Scott ..



+ + POSITION PAPER ON-INSPIRATION ... ...

For 250 years (1727-1977) Free Will Baptists have existed in America os.a fundamental, '
evengelical, Bible believing denomination.Many other denominations, which once stood
where we have always stood, have folded their;tets and move one by ope into the.camp ..
of theological liberalism™oh neo~orthodoxy . Because of the influence,of German higher.
criticism on American ecclesiastical bodies there is a danger that we, too, may cast off ™
our moorings and begin to slide into the wasteland of humanistice rationalism. .

I . . : . Lo ' Salegdt
Errant contemporary theological trends have begun to touch our beloved denomination,
Questions arise which cast aspersions on the inspiration, authority,and. infallibility.of the

,,.‘;_{,S,crigtpnef;f‘._ﬂl?ngry _Yerbq!_'ing._ﬁirution is redefined and made to mean less than it has meant

asthistorically-defingd by
or concept inspiration.

.Church.Yerbal inspiration is, in fact,made to mean thought

To some, infallibility, or inerrdncey;means only that the Scriptures are inerrant in matters
of faith and practice but not in matters of science, history and c¢hronology.

Following the German school of higher criticism,some have adopted a position of
pseudonymity which says that many of the books of the Bible were not written by the men
to whom they are atiributed by the Bible itself but by imposters. For example, it is said that
Daniel did not write the book of Daniel, 'Paul did not write some of the Pauline Epistles,
and Peter did not write Second Peter,

It is time for Free Will Baptists to catch up with other denominations in building larger,
more beautiful, more effective churches on the proverbial main street. But it is not time, and
may it never be time, for Free Will Baptists to catch up with other denominations and
ecclesiastical bodies by tearing up our Bibles and undermining its complete trustworthiness.
We believe there is no evidence available today which is sufficient to question the position
that has been held by Free Will Baptist for 250 years/.

As Free Will Baptists we belive that the pleanary and verbal inspiration of the Bible is a
foundational, fundamental, cardinal doctrine. If the Bible is not fully inspired and trustworthy ,
then we have no sure foundation on which to build the other doctrines of the Christian faith.
We could not be sure that we have the truth about Christ, Salvation, Morality, or man's Destiny.

The docirine of the infallibility of the Bible has proven to be a theological watershed. If church
history has any lessons to teach us, it is the lesson that once a denomination departs from a belief
in biblical infallibility, it opens the doors to disbelief about other essential doctrines of the faith.
Once a denomination denies the infallibility of the Bible, or adopts a position of limited inerr-
ancey, it will only be a matter of time until they also deny the inerrancy of the Bible on

matters of Faith and Practice

*"’Thusﬂ ié;dﬁéfs};}}éfé:-‘V‘”t‘(;r"fug'““-liﬁ“th‘i&“Sﬁ‘xfy*Third~-(63)~session»of the Texas State Association
of Free Will Baptists to declare where we stand as to God's Word=- Our Infallible Guide.
Therefore, we affirm for all to know, that,

1.We believe in the plenary verbal inspiration of the Bible.By plenary we mean"full and complete, "
that all parts of the Bible are inspired, that inspiration extends to all subjects dealt with.By

verbal we mean that inspiration extends to the very words of Scripture, not just to the thoughts

and ideas in the minds of the human authors of Scripture.

2.We believe in the complete infallibility and inerrancey of Scripture.We believe the Bible
is inerrant in all that it intends to teach as truth or fact, in matters of cosmogony, geology,
astronomy, anthropology, history, chronology, ect. ., as well as in matters of Faith and Practice,



3.We believe that the human authors of Scripture were the very men to whom the Bible
itself attributes the individual books, We regect the theory whlch says that many of the
books were written under a 1 pseudonym..

" 4, We occepf fhe Blble, The Word of God, as our final aufhorn‘y and dedlcafe ourselves to
the proclamuhon of lf inits enhrefy, frushng in God to empower it to frumon.

We urge the adophon of this position paper by the Texds Sfo’re Assocmhon of Free Will
Baptists on this date, June 10-1977, that it be printed in its entirety and distributed to
all Churches in the State, That copies:of it be sent to all Free Will' Baptist state papers,
and that a copy of lf be sent to the "National Association of Free Wll Bophsfs. -

This is the posmonol paper vofed upon und carried by unanqmous vote on page four(4)
of the 1977 Texas State Minutes,



REPORT OF EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
June 1977

Brethren;

This nonth marks the end of four(4) years service for the State's first full-time promotional
man. A great deal of time could be spent looking back for a good deal has happened during
this period of time.H owever, Those who are interested in what has been accomplished al~-
ready know what has happened for they have had a major part in those accomplishments,

It would be agreat injustice to start calling names of those who have been instrumental in
making this full-time office a successful reality, While the deeds of some have been seen
by all, the great majority have been silently faithful to the task.

My family and | express our heartfelt thanks to all of you and for your many kindnesses.,
. You have - opened your hearts and your homes to us.

| thank you for your fai thfulness to the work, God's work.Many of you have given unselfishly
of your prayers and finances to get this office moving ahead.We feel your money has been
spent wisely, It has borne fruit and continues to do so.

The Lord has seen fit to call my family to a new place of service, The Institute of Gold in
Monterrey, Mexico. Therfore, | will not eccept the nomination for another term of service
here in Fexas.Your Executive Board has a nomination that | feel is pleasing to the Lord and
worthy of your consideration,

There is no doubt in my mind that the new promotional man will need your prayers and support
as much and more than | have, | say more for there is much yet to be done,

STATE OFFICE ACCOUNT.

Bd:ance on Hand 12-31-1975 33.48
Balance due on 1975 (776.59)
Deposits 1976 49,261,86
Total to account for 49,295.34
Disbursements
For 1975 776.59
Foreign Missions 11,711.84
Home Missions 7,436.18
Bible College 1,035.85
Hillsdale 3,372.73 :  Respectfully submitted,

National Office 2,376.53 . .
State C. E. Board 719.61 2} 2/ -
State Missions 2,042.68 e~

im _

Pine Springs Camp 1,796.00 Williams
Retirement 120.00 '
Social Security 653,01
Salary ?,350.00
Housing 1,800.00
Travel 3,294,27
Office and Challenge {,279.27
Total Disbursed 1976 - 47,764.56

Balance on hand 12-31 1976. 1,530.78









