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2009 Minutes of the 95th Annual Session 
Texas State Association of Free Will Baptists 

Meeting June 10-12, 2009 with the Heritage Parks FWB Church of Abilene, Texas at the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Abilene, Texas. 

Wednesday Evening, June JO, 2009 

Evening Worship Service - 7:00 PM 

Presiding: David Rudd (Good Hope, Henderson) 
Music Director: Allen King (First, Henderson) 
Pianist: Morris Voltz (Magnolia, Magnolia) 

Congregational Song: "O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing" 

Welcome by Rev. Freddy Gillentine (Heritage Parks, Abilene). 

Scripture reading (Psa. 34: 1-9) and prayer led by Rev. Nate Jackson (Lifegate, Tyler). 

Meeting called to order and visitors recognized by Moderator Keith Woody (Lakehills, Cedar Park). 
Moderator Keith Woody named the appointed committees for the session: 

Committee on Committees: 
Mark Headrick, Chair 
Nate Jackson 
Herbert Richards 

Nominating Committee: 
David Rudd, Chair 
Dino Urena 
Clarence Hearron 

Credentials Committee: 
Marcus Brewer, Chair 
Chuck Vaughan 
Ken Mayo 

Mark Headrick announced the appointments from the Committee on Committees: 

Obituary Committee: 
Margaret Richards, Chair 
Karen Murdock 
Barrie Sue Davis 
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Resolutions Committee: 
Bobby Joe Davis, Chair 
Jesse Murdock 
Thurmon Murphy 

Congregational Songs: "Surely the Presence of the Lord Is in this Place", "The Solid Rock", 
"Stand Up for Jesus" 

Offering was received ($264.15), led in prayer by Allen King. 

Special Music by Caitlin Allison (Heritage Parks, Abilene): "Only to Please My Father's Heart" 

Congregational Songs: "Thou Art Worthy" 

SJ)ecial Music by Kelly Reed (North Point, Conroe): "I Bless Your Name" 

Prayer by Bobby Farrell. 

Message by Rev. William Smith, Executive Secretary, Georgia State Association of FWB, Colquitt, GA 
- "Christ's Preparation of the People" (I Tim. 4: 1-2, II Tim. 4: 1-4) 

Introduction: The theme of the conference is "Exalting the Lord", with a reference verse of Psa. 34:3. 
The two texts show the contrasts of what we see in the world and what we read in the Scriptures. As the Old 
Testament declares there are times in our relationship with God that we need to go back to the old landmarks 
and see if we are still living within the boundaries. Instead of attacking the preaching of the Gospel of Christ, 
we now hear that the gospel message is not relative for the world we live in today. The subtitle of this sermon is 
the Inauguration of Christ, for tonight we will see the beginning of His earthly life and tomorrow night we will 
end with the Coronation of Christ, the completion of the work of redemption. 

I. His Incarnation - His Birth 
A. Selection of the Mother 
B. Submission of Mary 

I. She found favor with God. 
2. She was pure (a virgin). 
3. She felt unworthy and exalted the Lord. 
4. She was obedient. 

II. His Inauguration- His Baptism 
A. Declaration of the Speaker (John) 

I. "There is one coming after me that is greater than me." 
2. John felt unworthy to baptize Jesus. 
3. John, as all Godly men should do, led his disciples to follow Jesus. 

B. Descent of the Spirit 
1. The dove is a symbol of peace; Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 
2. The Father was pleased with the Son. 

III. His Temptation - His Battle 
A. The Tempter's Focus 

1. Toward the Son: There were three temptations. 
a. Satan tempted Jesus to not trust in the Father's goodness and to distrust His Father's care and 

concern about Him. 
b. He tempted Jesus to presume upon the Father's power and protection. 
c. He tempted Jesus with the offer of the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them. 
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2. Toward mankind: Satan not only wanted Jesus to fail, but he wanted to destroy the plan 
of salvation. 

B. TheTemptcr'sFailure 
1. Satan faced One who was committed to the will of the Father. 
2. Satan faced the One who held all power in His hands. 

IV. His Transfiguration - His Beauty 
A. Description of the Kingdom 

1. Jesus ends Matthew 16 on the subject of surrender. 
2. He then tells them that some standing there would see the "Son of Man coming in His kingdom". 
3. Though Moses and Elijah were present, never forget that it is Jesus who is the Lord. 

B. DiscourseaboutCalvary 
1. They realized that Jesus was speaking about John the Baptist. 
2. The tide had begun to tum. Jesus' popularity was declining and, like John the Baptist, He soon 

would be rejected and eventually crucified. 

Invitation Hymn: "Just As I Am" 

Announcements: 
• Pastor's Conference will meet in Longhorn A Thursday morning at 8:30. 
• TWAC meeting will meet in Longhorn Cat 8:30. 
• TWAC joint worship service and missions conference will meet in the combined Longhorn ABC at 

11:00. 
• Texas Youth Conference will provide a hamburger lunch at the church Thursday at noon 

for their service project. A love offering is requested. 
• Youth service project at Abilene State School at 8:00 AM. 
• Convention choir practice in Longhorn ABC at 6:00 PM. 

Dismissed in prayer by John High. 

17mrsday Morning, June 11, 2009- 8:30 AM 

Pastor's Conference -Theme: "The Basics of Christianity" 

Presiding: Rev. Freddy Gillentine (Heritage Parks, Abilene) 

Scripture reading and prayer by Rev. Michael Scott (CrossRoads, Lubbock). 

Message by Rev. Jimmy Dickinson (Bible, Odessa) "Exalting Christ Publicly" (Acts 2:42) 

Introduction: After Passover, our text says that the disciples continued daily and many were saved. We need to 
do the same: take the Gospel to the people. We don't need to worry about our image or trying to impress others; 
we just need to show them to Christ 

I. Exalting Christ with ourTimeA. In Worship 
1. Our Presence - showing our priorities in life 
2. Our Participation - showing what we love to do 

B. InWork 
1. Manual Work - revealing our willingness 
2. Missionary Work - reaching out to others 
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II. Exalting Christ with our Talents 
A. Displayed Publicly - to set an example to others 
8. DonePrivately-not for our benefit only, but for the glory of God in building His church 

III. Exalting Christ with our Testimony 
A. Our Conversation - reveals what is in our hearts 
8. Our Conduct-not just to "talk the talk" but to walk the walk. 

Conclusion: Tum to God for the strength to do the necessary; faith will see you through! Fellowship with 
others and show yourself worthy as Christ lives in you. Take care of our brothers and sisters as Christ would. 
Make them know and aware that time is short and Christ will return swiftly (in the blink of an eye). Make sure· 
your life is in order and pray continually. Seek the face of Christ! 

M_essage by Rev. Charles Jones (First, Kermit) 
"Exalting Christ's Personality" (Heb. 2:9) 

I. His Preexistence -Jesus personally was made lower than the angels, for our benefit, that He might die 
for our sins. 
A. As Creator 
8. As Communicator 

II. His Provision -There are consequences for our sins that must be paid, according to God's plan, by 
someone. Will it be you or Jesus? 
A. A Seeking Savior 
8. A Substitute Sacrifice 

III. His Promises - We are in a real battle; who is our enemy? 
A. His Presence-The Word of God (Heb. 4: 14-16) must be taught to our children so that they will rely 

on Him. 
8. His Power-This spiritual battle started in Heaven (Dan.10:12-13);Satan was expelled from Heaven 

and came to earth. We are caught in the middle of this war and need to depend on the Holy Spirit. 
C. HisPreparation-Structure your life to survive the battle by arming yourself. 

Dismissed in prayer by Jeremy Lightsey. 

Thursday Afternoon, June 11, 2009 

Business Session- 2:00 PM 

Presiding: Keith Woody, Moderator 
Music Director: Marcus Brewer (Fellowship, Bryan) 

Congregational Song: "Standing on the Promises" Session opened in prayer by Chuck Topping (Eastside, Hous­
ton). 
Moderator's Message: Rev. Keith Woody (Lakehills, Cedar Park) "What We Must Do to Survive" - Nehemiah 
2:12-20 
Introduction: A study of Nehemiah compels the reader to question what convinced Nehemiah that he could suc­
ceed where others had failed. He knew that he had the hand of God on his life and that his work was divinely 
instructed, and he had a plan in mind and steps to accomplish it. Here are 10 things that we must do in order for 
Texas Free Will Baptists to survive. 

I. We must build new churches. 
IL We cannot live in the past. 
III. We must have a revival in our existing churches. 
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IV. We must have a loyalty to, and a burden for, Texas Free Will Baptists. 
V. We must start taking an interest in what everyone else is doing in our state. 
VI. We must find the money for supporting new works in the state of Texas, and we must put financial 

support for new churches in our church budgets. 
VII. We must find a way to embrace new methods without losing our Free Will Baptist distinctives. 
VIII. We must recruit quality workers to come to Texas and plant new churches and work in our ministries. 
IX. We must seek God's direction on our future efforts. 
X. We must organize our work for the Lord. 

Credentials Committee report given by Marcus Brewer. MMS&C to receive the report, accept the letters, and 
seat the delegates. MMS&C to grant the request of the Oakdale First FWB Church and the Northwest Brazos 
District Association to withdraw from the State Association. 

Reports from National Ministries: 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Executive Office report was given by Keith Burden, Executive Secretary . 
Free Will Baptist Bible College report was given by David Williford, Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement. 
Seminary of the Cross and Mexico FWB report was given by Dr. Thomas Marberry . 
Harvest FWB Child Care Ministries report was given by George Hyatt . 
Hillsdale FWB College report was given by Bob Thompson, Director of Recruitment. 
Board of Retirement and Insurance report was given by Ray Lewis . 
FW8 Foundation report was given by David Brown . 
Sunday School and Church Training Board report was given by Matt Markins . 

MM&S to adopt the proposed constitutional amendments from the General Board; by Constitutional require­
ment, the amendments were tabled for the necessary period of time until Friday morning. 

MMS&C to adjourn until Friday morning. 

Dismissed in prayer by Rev. Kenneth Mayo (Eastside, Houston). 

Thursday Evening, June 11, 2009 

Evening Worship Service - 7:00 PM 

Presiding: Paul Gillentine (Heritage Parks, Abilene) 
Music Director: Allen King 
Pianist: Morris Voltz 

Congregational Song: "Here I Am to Worship" 

Scripture reading (II Pet. 1: 1-4) and prayer led by Paul Ellison (Heritage Parks, Abilene). 

Rev. Robert Posner (Collin Creek, Plano) and the State Mission Board made a presentation to Jarvis and Kelly 
Reed and the Freddy Gillentine family in recognition of their work at the North Point FWB Church in Conroe 
and the Heritage Parks FWB Church in Abilene, respectively, as they entered self-supporting status in January. 

Congregational Songs: "Let's Just Praise the Lord", "Blessed Assurance", "Stepping in the Light" 
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Offering was received ($194.61), led in prayer by Chuck Topping. 

Special music by Mamie Riffle (Heritage Parks, Abilene): "I'll Lead You Home" 

Congregational Song: "Leaming to Lean" Special music by the Convention Choir: "Just a Sinner Saved by 
Grace" 

Message by Rev. William Smith, Executive Secretary, Georgia State Association of FWB, Colquitt, GA 
- "Christ's Perfection of His Purpose" (Acts 2:36) 

Introduction: Last night's message focused on some contrasts between the world and the Scriptures, looking at 
the Inauguration of Christ. Tonight we will explore a variety of Scriptures looking at the Coronation of Christ, 
the completion of the work of redemption. 

I. His Crucifixion 
A. Sufficient for all Sin ( 1 Peter 1: 18; Hebrews 7:22-28; Hebrews 10: 12) 
B. Sufficient for all Sinners (Hebrews 9: 14-15; Hebrews 9:27-28; Matthew 11 :28) 

II. His Resurrection 
A. Deity of Christ Proved (Acts 2:22-32; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4) 
B. Destiny of Christians Provided (1 Corinthians 15: 17; 1 Corinthians 1: 19-23; 1 Corinthians 15:42-57) 

III. His Ascension 
A. His Position (Acts 1:9; Acts 7:55-56; Hebrews 10: 12) 
B. HisPriesthood(Hebrews7:25;Hebrews9:24;Hebrews4: 14-16) 

Conclusion: Almost two years ago I was watching the NBC Nightly News on Saturday evening. To introduce 
the last news segment the anchor made the following statement "This week the very foundation of Christianity 
has been shaken." The segment used as its proof: the priesthood scandal in the Catholic Church, the discovery 
of The Book of Judas, and the Sea of Galilee could have frozen and this explains the miracle of walking on the 
water. However, the Kingdom of God and the work of Christ is not dependent on the deeds and the discoveries 
of man. We can answer all of those negative stories with the following: 

Wizen Jesus came illlo the coasts o/Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men 
say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and 
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon 
Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona:for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (Matthew 16:13-18) 

Sermon closed with Congregational Song: "The Solid Rock" Announcements 

Dismissed in prayer by Rev. Keith Woody. 
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Friday Morning, June 12, 2009- 8:30 AM 

Presiding: Keith Woody Music Director: Marcus Brewer Pianist: Allen King 

Congregational Song: '"He's Been So Good to Me" 

Scripture reading (Acts 20:21-32) and prayer, led by Mark Headrick (First, Henderson). 

Reports from State Ministries and Boards: 
• TWAC Report was given by Kelly Reed, TWAC Vice-President (written report on 

pp. 40-45 in the 2009 Yearbook), received as information. 
• Missions Board report was given by Robert Posner (written report and proposed board and TEAM 

budgets on pp. 29-35). 
o Hope to have land paid off this year and building completed by end of 2010. o Pushing to complete 

new building at North Oaks in San Antonio by end of this year. Will need about $90,000 to pay 
for construction and finishing of the building and associated work on the property. 

o The CrossLife mission in San Antonio are currently meeting in a day care facility and are averaging 
about 40 in Sunday morning service. o The CrossRoads mission work in Lubbock is going well and 
they are seeing a lot of new visitors and making contacts. 

o The Board expressed its appreciation for the financial and prayer support from all the state's 
churches and encouraged each to continue in their giving, even in difficult economic times. 

o MMS&C to receive the Missions Board report and adopt the budget. 
• Nominating Committee report was given by David Rudd (copy attached). MMS&C to receive the report. 

Missions Board position was elected as nominated by the Nominating Committee. 

MMS&C to remove the constitutional amendments from the table. Both amendments were read and discussed; 
motion to adopt each amendment carried. 

As directed by the General Board, the Moderator appointed a committee to study and revise the Constitution. 
The committee will report to the Executive Board at theAll Boards Meeting. 

Reports from State Ministries and Boards: 
• Christian Education Board report was given by Ken Austin (balance sheet and proposed budget 

on pp. 36-39). 
o MMS&C to receive the Christian Education Board financial report and adopt the budget. 
o Christian Education Board positions were elected as nominated by the Nominating Committee .. 

• Master's Men report was given by John Davis, received as information. Master's Men Senator was 
elected as nominated by the Nominating Committee. 

Reports from National Ministries: 
• International Missions report was given by James Forlines, Director. 

Reports from State Ministries and Boards: 
• Executive Board report and State Office report were given by Marcus Brewer (written reports and 

financial reports on pp. 25-28). 
o MMS&C to receive the report. 
o MMS&C to adopt the distribution for state Cooperative giving. 
o The member-at-large position to the Executive Board was elected as nominated by the Nominating 

Committee. 
o MMS&C to adopt the proposed 2010 budget. 
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• Texas Challenge Report given by Sally Wilcox; received as information. 
• Robert Posner discussed the need for having a plan for disaster response and having a coordinator and/or 

team of people who will be responsible for executing that plan and finding opportunities to off er relief 
and serve in ministry. Those who are interested should contact Robert Posner or John Davis. 

• Resolutions Committee report was read by the clerk (copy attached). MMS&C to receive report and all 
items. 

• Obituary Committee report was given by Barrie Sue Davis (copy attached), led in prayer by 
Michael Scott. 

• Registration report (copy attached) was given by Marcus Brewer; there were 136 in total registration, 
received as information. 

• MMS&C to elect State Officers as nominated by the Nominating Committee. 

Remaining Business: 

· • MMS&C to give the Moderator the authority to name delegates from the State Association to the 
National Association. 

• Letter from the State Association to the National Association was read. MMS&C to accept the report 
• MMS&C to adjourn the business session. 

Dismissed in prayer by David Rudd. 

Minutes taken and typed by Marcus A. Brewer 
Clerk, Texas State Association of Free Will Baptists 
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Constitutional Amendment 
Recommended by the General Board on Date of the Annual Convention 

• Article VII: Date and Location of the Annual Convention shall be amended as follows: 

Section I: This association shall convene with a worship service on the second Wednesday night before the third 
Sunday in June. The Executive Board has the right to change the time or place of this meeting if the need or an 
emergency arises. 

Constitutional Amendment Recommended by the General Board on Composition of the Executive Board 
• Article VIII: Officers shall be amended as follows: 

Section 1: The officers of this state association shall consist of moderator, assistant moderator, 
clerk, and assistant clerk, Hillsdale trustee and executive secretary. 

Section 2: These officers shall be elected at each regular annual session of the association except the executive 
secretary and the clerk, who shall be elected every two years, and the trustee to Hillsdale F-ree Will Baptist 
College who shall be elected every three years. 

• Article IX: Duties of Officers shall be amended as follows: 

Section 5 shall be deleted and Section 6 shall be renumbered as Section 5. 

• Article X: Duties of Officers shall be amended as follows: 

Section 4: The Executive Board shall consist of the moderator, assistant moderator, clerk, assistant clerk, 
Hillsda1€l trnsooe and €lX€lcutive secretary, and one member-at-large. It shall act on behalf of the association 
when not in session and shall have the power to receive funds, to report and superintend such work for the state 
as may seem best and the means at hand may warrant in order to fulfill the plans and undertakings of the state 
association. It shall also mak~ nominations for the position of executive secretary. Nominations for the position 
of executive secretary may also be made from the floor. 

20 



Credentials Committee Report 
The Credentials Committee has received letters and representation fees from the following district associations: 
Central Texas (19 churches), East Texas (10 churches), West Fork (11 churches), West Texas (5 churches), and 
Rio Grande Valley ( 1 church). These districts are entitled to one delegate for each hundred members or 
fractional part thereof. The Central Texas District, the West Fork District, and the West Texas District have 
specified no delegates to the State Association. Delegates from the East Texas and Rio Grande Valley Districts 
are to be appointed by their respective moderators. We recommend that these districts and their respective 
delegates be seated. 

The Credentials Committee has received supplemental local church letters from the following churches: 
First, Henderson Good Hope, Henderson Faith, Wichita Falls 
First, Kermit Canyon Country, Canyon Faith, 
Lubbock Bible, Odessa Connally, Waco 
New Salem, Decatur Heritage Parks, Abilene 
Primera, Weslaco Evergreen, Iola 
Eastside, Houston Fellowship, Bryan 
North Point, Conroe Thomaston, Thomaston 

North Point FWB Church has appointed Lee and Sally Wilcox as local church delegates. 
Eastside FWB Church has appointed Chuck Topping as a local church delegate. 
No other churches specified delegates. We recommend that these letters be accepted and the delegates be seated. 

The Credentials Committee has received no letters or dues from the following: 
• Northwest Brazos District Association 
• Oakdale First FWB Church, Amarillo 

The State Clerk called the pastor of the Oakdale First FWB Church to confirm that they had received the report­
ing form and the pastor said that the church had met and agreed that, because of their small size and current 
inability to contribute to the State Association, they would withdraw from the State Association and continue as 
an independent church with the intention that when conditions improved they would rejoin the State Association 
in the future. Given that this is the fourth consecutive year in which they have not submitted a letter or dues, 
the Credentials Committee recommends that the State Association grant their request to withdraw. We further 
recommend that each of our members place this church in their prayers for future reconciliation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marcus A. Brewer, Chair 
Chuck Vaughan 
Kenneth Mayo 
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Registration Report 
95th Annual Session of the Texas State Association of Free Will Baptists 

Out-of-State FWB Visitors ........................................................................................................... 15 
Texas State Officers ......................................................................................................................... 3 
Texas Ordained Ministers .............................................................................................................. 32 
Texas Ordained Deacons ................................................................................................................. 3 
Wife of Texas Ordained Minister or Deacon ................................................................................. 21 
Elected Delegates ............................................................................................................................ 3 
Texas FWB (non-delegate) ............................................................................................................ 59 
Other Visitor .................................................................................................................................... 0 

Pre-registered ............................................................................................................................... 109 
Registered on-site .......................................................................................................................... 27 

TOTAL REGISTRATION .......................................................................................................... 136 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marcus A. Brewer 
Clerk, Texas State Association of Free Will Baptists 
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Nominating Committee Report 

State Officers: 
Moderator, replacing Keith Woody (2010), 
Assistant Moderator, replacing Clarence Hearron (2010), 
Clerk, replacing Marcus Brewer (2011) 
Assistant Clerk, Chuck Vaughan (2010) 
Member-at-Large, New Position (2010) 

Mission/Church Extension Board: 
Chairman, Robert Posner (2010) 

. Treasurer, David Rudd (2011) 
Member, replacing Randy Puckett (2012) 
Member, Secundino Urena (2010) 
Member, Faron Thebeau (2011) 

Christian Education Board: 
Chairman, Ken Austin (2011) 
Secretary, replacing Marilu McDonald (2012) 
Treasurer, Allen King (2010) 
Competition Chair, Teressa Voltz (2010) 
Member, Kyle Howell (2011) 

Hillsdale Trustees: 
Clyde Gillentine (2011) 
Eugene Richards (2011) 

Master's Men Senator: 
Replacing John Davis (2010) 

National Association General Board Member: 
Keith Woody (2010) 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Rudd, Chairman 
Clarence Hearron 
Secundino "Dino" Urena 
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Keith Woody 
Clarence Hearon 

Marcus Brewer 
Chuck Vaughan 

Nate Jackson 

Randy Puckett 

Marilu McDonald 

John Davis 



Committee on Committees 

State Association 
Committees Appointed 

Resolutions Committee 

Obituary Committee 

Nominating Committee 

Credentials Committee 
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Obituary Committee Report 2008 

Church 

Central Texas District 

Lakehills, Cedar Park 

North Zulch, North Zulch 

United, Bryan 

East Texas District 

Buncombe, Carthage 

First, Henderson 

Mt. Union, Garrison 

West Fork District 

First, Duncanville 

West Texas District 

Bible, Odessa 

Heritage Parks, Abilene 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barrie Sue Davis, chair 
Margaret Richards 
Karen Murdock 

Members 

Truman Smith 

James Lois McGill 
Frank Berger 
Rev. Luther Sanders 

J .D. Baisden 

Bill Burks 
Bonnie Jean Hardy 

Duwan Little 

Bud Walling 

Freeman Moore 

Jeanette Potacka 
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Resolutions Committee Report 

Resolution Number 1 

Whereas we may have promising high school graduates from our churches who would like to attend Free Will 
Baptist College, but have funding problems, and 

Whereas a scholarship may enable them to go, and 

Whereas recipients of the scholarships may be encouraged to return to Texas to minister, therefore, let it be 

Resolved, that the Texas State Association of Free Will Baptists encourage our district associations, churches, 
and individuals to support the Texas State Scholarship Endowment Program at Free Will 
Baptist Bible College. 

Resolution Number 2 

Resolved, that the Texas State Association of Free Will Baptists give the Heritage Parks Free Will Baptist 
Church a rising vote of thanks in appreciation for their efforts in preparing for, assisting in, and participating in 
the 2009 state convention of Texas Free Will Baptists. 

Submitted by, 

Thurmon Murphy 
Bobby Joe Davis 
Jesse Murdock 
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