


' • ' ........ PROCEEDINGS 

Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Session ...... ~ 
Will Baptist Association, whlch convened with Plespen~ < ~% 
coun1.y, October 25, and 26, 1930. _i ~.· ..-.-. 

Introductory l:>ermon by R M. Massey, uring'~ W:!t' a foin ..... 
tion. Aft.er which refreshments were served on M "" ~ . ._ \ lila 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON y • · '~ . '.. .. . ' 
Called to order by the moderator, L. G~<l~ ~g.~ sop~, ~:llld• ,-

prayer bYi W. A. Sellers. ~ ' ' \. 
Called for letters from other churches. 4 -.. ~ • .· 
Ja~:- J. Fowler and A. L. Sellers were asked to~if!d letters and. Clerk ~~·~ 

record names of delegates as follows:- . ~ . "" ~ . t ·~ t 
GREENWOOD:-G. W. Wisham, .Mrs. Essie Wi~ham, Mrs. Annie Lee: ·~ \§ 1 
NEALS CHAPEL.-C. E. Bennett, J. D. Turnetl;•,~ce Gassett. ,. <3> 
CANEDYS CHAPEL:--J. E. Gandy, G. W. DaVIs, M. H. Rodgers, 0. 

J. Gandy, Washington Davis. 
PROSPERITY;-W. L. Lawson, Luther Gill,' J. H. McAlliE<ter, S. M.• 

Dupree, W. H. Farmer, W. R. Lawson, Alene McAlister, Cora Dupree, Oia ·· • 
Guy. < 

NEW HOPE:---;T. F. Parham, H. D. Sloan, J. H. Bradly, J. W. Lanier, 
Mrs. Jewel Herring 

NEW BETIU;L:-E. A. Wisham, J. F. Farmer, J . A. Farmer, W. T. 
Farmer, C. N. Farmer, Jas. J. Fowler. 

MIDWAY :-F. L. Herring, C. E. Murphy, Robt. Murphy, 0. R. Dunlap, 
Walter Murphy, Sist~r Robt. Murphy. 

NEW JERUSALEM:--J. A. Hampton, C. D. Martin, W. H. Williams, 
W. H. Brady. · 

SPRING HILL:.-Bennie Hatcher. 
BETHLEHEM:--John Croft, ::lister John Croft, R. L. Short, Sister R. 

L. Short, Bonnie Croft, H. W. Alderman. 
ANTIOCH:-B. H. Parker, W. B. McDonald. . ·' 

rine-. 
MT. ZION:-B. D. LawEon, W. F. Carpenter, W. C. Jones, J. H. Her-

Move and second to receive letters and seat delegates. 
Called for petitionary letters. There being two, Antioch and Mt. Zion. 

Letters read and delegates extended right hand of fellowsl!W. 
Called for corresponding delegates from other asso!'ations. W. R. 

Lawhorn, C.· S. Richardson and Bro. Bro"W'll from Chattahoochee. 
· Move and second to seat the delegates in one body, be"e organiz~d and 

ready for business. 
Move ·and second to elect officers. for the ensuing~ar, Moderator, 

Clerk and Treasurer. All former officers being reelected as follosw :
L. G. Baldwi.n, Moderator. 
W. L. Lee, Clerk. 
L. G. Baldwin, Treasurer. • 
Move and second for Moderator to appoint all committees. Com-

mittees were as follows; • 
PREACHING :--J. H. McAl{ister, J. W. Lanier, John Croft, G'. W. 

Wishllm, and Robt. Murphy. 
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I .ar!ENOMINATIONAL LJTERATURE:-A. L. Sellars, Jas. J. Fowler, 
lJ: W. Laws~~. C, ~."Farmer, A. C. McKinnon. • 
•·. TEMPERAN'CE:....:..w. A. Sellers, G. W. Rhodes, Luther Gill, C. W. 
Richartlson, Sister S. 1tb MeA Uister. 

1 STATE OF CHURCHES:-C. D. Martin, G. W. Davis, W. C. Jones, 
& R. Lawaon, F. L.qen;!_nr. . 

NOMINATIONS:-W. B. McDonald, Bennie Hatcher, S. M. Dupree, 
Jas. J. Fl>wler, J. W. Ijlnief:} 
, EDUCATI'oN~A. It· "Sellerll, Sister Annie Lee,. Robt. Murphy, J. L. 
Turner, W. H. Farmer, W. H. Brady. 

• MINlSTERS AND DEACONS:-C. G. Lavender, W. H. Williams, Sis-
ter S. M. Dupree, ·c. 131 "Bennett, E. A. Wisham. • 

STATE CONVENTION :--J. H. McAllister, M. H. Rodgers, W. A. Sel
len;, Robt. Murphy, J . L. Sloan. 

DESTITUTIONS:-W. F. Carpenter, W. R. Lawhorn, J . A. Farme.r, W. 
L. Lawson, J. H. Herring, 0. R. . Dunlap. 

SABBATH SCHOOL;.;-J. a McAlister. rJas. J. Fowler, C. S. Richard
son, J . F. Farmer, Sisters B. D. Lawron, R. L. Short, John Croft. Robt. 
Murphy, Essie Wisham, Alene McAllister, Cora Dupree, Ola Guy, Annie 
Lee, Jewell Herring • . 

FINANCE~ . H. McAJlister, Tom Farmer, J. H. Bradly, J. H. Herring. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:-J. E. Gandy, Robt. Murphy, J. H. Mc

Allister, R. M. Massey, W. A. Sellers. 
Move and second to adjourn until 8 :SO Saturday morninr. 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

Called to order by Moderator L. G. Baldwin. Sang &Onlit. Prayer of
fered by Bro. W. R. Lawhorn. 

Entering into business o! the day. Decorum read by. Moderator, Roll 
call of delegates. Call for reports o! all committees. Committee reports as 
follows:-

PREACHING 

We ask Bro. Joe Williams to preach friday ni&"ht and Br . C. S. Rich
ardson Saturday at 11 o'clock. 

Bro. W. A. Sellers to preach Introductory Sermon and Bro. Harvey 
Wilson alternate, at our next session. 

DESTITUTIONS 

We find all churches in very &ootl condition except Saco, which is with
out a putor, and we recommend that Bro. Joe Williams go and prea(:h for 
them. 

EDUCATION 

We ber to submit the following:-Seein&" the great need of an equipped 
ministry to meet. the demands of today against tin, request that our churches 
take more inter est in raising funds to be used in educating our ministers for 
the great work. 

Not that this makes the preacher, but helps, him. We recommend that 
f unds be raised at once to take care of the Tri·State School now in operation 
near Blakely, Ga. · · · 

Rob. .Murphy, Chairman. 
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STATE. OF CHURCHES 

Beg to submit the following:-We find all churches in ~e~ goOd api' 
itual condition as far as we know. We also recommend ~t all churehea 
have Sunday Schools. 

C. D. Martin, Chairman. 

SABBATH SCHOOL 

We, your Committee on Sunday School, make the following report,__ 
We believe the Sunday School to be the only way to rear up children 

in the way that God would have them go. 
Sunday School is the next work to preaching the gospel. Sunday 

St'hool in the right way ill teaching the young people the gospel. ln the be
ginning we covenanted together that ?o•e would not forsake the assemblinsr 
of ourselves togetJier. All of us as church members should take part in 
this work. 

We, as fatbere and mothers, as church members, that fail to take parl 
in Sunday School work are not living up to our profession. 

We ask that this report be discus~ed before the body. 
Mrs. Annie Lee, Chairman. 

NOMINATIONS 

We r ecommend that this body meet with New Bethel, Worth county, 
Ga .. 7 miles north of Sylvester on State Route 33, on Friday befol'e Fourth 
Sunday in October 1931. 

W. B. McDonald, Chairman. 

TEMPERANCE 

We recommend that temperance Ehould be taught ancl pra_cticell by out 
people, and especially taught to our children while young. 

W. A. Sellers, Chairman. 

UTERATURE 

We recommeml the Bible first and Free Will literature to be usecl in 
our Sunday School. We also ask our pastors advocate our literature to be 
usecl. AJso, all that can subscribe to our paper. 

A. C. McKinnon, Chairman. 

STATE CONVENTION 

We beg to l'eport that we are unable to say whether the State CoD\·en· 
tion is still in existence or not. 

W. A. Sellers, Chairman. 

PREACHERS AND DEACONS 

We find all preachers and deacons in good standing except W. A. 
Pope and S. 0. McCol'\•ey. We recommend that the following -committee 
investigate and report aame:-L. G. Baldwin, E. A. Wisha.m, R. M. Mllll · 
sey, 

J . H. McAIIi£-ter, Chairman. 
~ 
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FINANCE 

In Treasury to ·date -- - - - --- -- - --- - - -- ---------- --- - ----- ----$25.52 
Paid in" at thls time ------------------- - ------------ --------- 40.85 

Total in Treasury ----- ______ -------------------------- -- - - --J66.37 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Paid to T-ri-State School -------------------------------------$15.~0 
Paid expenses of corresponding delegates------------ - --- - - - - --- 6.o0 
Paid Clerk __ ------------ ---- __ - - ---- - __ _____ - ----------- -- 10.00 

Total _____ ------ __________ , . ____________ ___ - --- __________ $31.50 

Balance in Treaiury ------------------- --·-- --- --~- -----------$34.87 
J. H. McAllister, Chairman. 

Move and second to appoint committee to investigate the State Con
vention, and make report to Executive Committee. The foUowin!t were ap
pointed:-A. C. MclGnnon, 3.502 Glendale Ave., Columbus, Ga., A. L. Sel
lers, Camilla, Ga., L. G. Baldv..]n, Coolidge, Ga., J. H. McAllister, Ashburn, 
Ga. 

Move and second to hear report by .proxy from Union HiU by Bro. J. 
L. Sloan. 

Move and second to dismiss for preaching. Bro. Richardson delivered 
an able sermon from 'Rev. 22:12, after which refreshments were ~rved on 
grounds. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

Called to order by Moderator. Prayer by A. G. Rhoades. Move ancl 
Eecond to suspend regula.r order of business and take up new business. 

After some discussion tbe.re was a move and second to use the word 
"give pastor," instead of word " paid pastor". ;J!. • 

Move and second to pay $15.00 from the treasury ~he Tri-State 
School. ' 

Move and second to e11:cu~re the following Brothers: Lawson McDon
ald, McKinnon, J ohn Croft and J. F. Smith. 

Move and second to pay corresponding delegates expenses, which wa~ 
$6.50. 

Move and recond to have 200 minutes printed, also have 200 letter 
blanks. 

Call for volunteers to correspond with sister associations. The follow-
ing volunteered :-

W. A. Sellers an'd L. G. Baldwin to Chattahootchee. 
A. L. Sellers to the Little River. 
Move and second for AEsistant Moderator A. G. Rhoades to appoint or

daining council. L. G. Baldwin, A. L. Sellers, J. L. Sloan and A. G. 
Rhoades were named. 

Move and second to hold Union Meeting on Saturday before Fifth Sun
day in May, 1981, to meet with New Hope church, Colquitt county, 8 miles 
south of Moultrie on Moultrie and Thomasville road. 

Move and aeeond to pay clerk $10.00 for his service-. 
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We, the Union Free Will Baptist ksociation, take this methOji of 
thanking the good ·people of Fro£perity church for their generous hospital
ity shown us while in their midst. May they ever go forward in the work 
of our 1\[nster. 

Move and second to adjourn. 
W. L. Lee, Clerk. 

L. G. BALDWIN, Moderator. 
W. L. LEE, Clerk. 

P. S. Moderators of each chw·cb \\ill please see that all blanl_c& on 
church letters are fill ecl out correctly. Note vacant spaces in statistical 
table, infornl&tion not furnished by.church clerk. 

OBITUA RIES 

1\lr~. Saral1 Black departed this life Dec. 3, 1929. She had been a 
member of Jerusalem Free Will Baptist church since Nov. 10, 1929. 

Willie Martin, church clerk. 

NAMES OF MINISTERS AND THEIR POSTOFFICES 

R. M. Ma.;sey --- ------~---- - ----- - ----- -- ------------- Doerun, Ga. 
L. G. Baldwin - --- ~------ - --- ---- ----- -- -------------- Coolidge, Ga. 
J. L. Sloan--- - - -- ---- - ------ --- -- -- --- ------ - ---- -- - Coolidge, Ga. 
Joe Williams----- --- ----- .=- - - - - --- ----- -- ------- ----- Moultrie, Ga. 
G. W. Rhoades--- ----- ----- - - ---- - ---------- -- ------- Moultrie, Ga. 
J. F. Smith---- --------------- - - ------ --------------- Moultrie, Ga. 
Harvey Wilson- - ---------- -- -------- - - ---- ----------- Moultrie, Ga. 
A. L. Sellers - ----- -------- - - ------------ -- ------- - ---- Camilla, Ga. 
W. A. Selle.rs - - --- --- - ------------------- ------ - ----- - Camilla, Ga. 
W. R. Croft------------- -- ---------- -- ------- ------ - --- Pavo, Ga. 
B. F. Greene--- --- - - ------- -- --- ---- - -- - --- -- ---- --- Columbus, Ga. 
W. B. McDonald - --------- ---------- ---- ---- - ----- Phoenix City, Ala. 
W. J. Miller - - ------- ---- --- ------ - ------ - - ---- - - --- Columbus, Ga. 
Frank Griffin ------ ------------ ----------- ------------~ Meigs, Ga. 
J. C. Weathers------ ----- -- -- ----- -- ----- -------- ---- - Co/dele, Ga. 
M. H. Rodgers- -- --------- --- - --- - ---- ------- ------- - - -- Pavo, Gs. 
A. C. McKinnon ---- - - - --- --- --- --- 3502 Glendale Ave., Columbus, Ga. 

LICENSED 

J. M. Fuller--- --- - -- ---- ---- ------------- ---------- Columbus, Ga. 
C. W. Allen ----------- ----- ------- ------------ - - --- Columbus, Ga. 
Jas. H. Lavender ------- -- -- -- -------~-- ---------- ---- Ashburn, Ga. 
L. E. Croft--------- ----------- --- -- --- -- -------------- Berlin, Ga. 
B. D. Lawson -- - --------------- - ------- -- - - - - ---- - --Columbus, Ga. 
G. A. Plymale- - - ------- --- ------ --- ----- -- --- - - -- ---- - - Cobb, Ga. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 

1. We believe that. a Gospel Church, or Church of Christ, is a congre
gation of Christians conetituted and governed according to the rules laid 
down in the New Testament. 

2. That those rules require churches to preserve the form of govern
ment and the ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be composed 
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of baptized believe~ in Christ. 
3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of Gospe: 

churches, and that the invisible church is composed of the redeemed now 
in heaven and of such christians on earth as are not attached to the visiblc.
church according to the Gospel rules. 

4. That the establishment of a central catholic government O'l_;er the 
visible church, or any part thereof, is a device of earthly ambition repug-
nant to the Word of God, subservient to the c:hul'c:hes and dangerous to 
the liberty of man. 

5. The Gospel churches a re the only ecclesiastical bodiet or tribun
als authorized by the Scriptures ; that each church has the unrestricted right 
to administer its own government v.;thout supervision or interference, being 
unde.r Chrirt, essentially inrlepend,ent and absolute: and_ that if this right be 
surrendered to superintending jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise, tht
assembly ceases to be a Gospel church. 

6. That chbrc}Jes may nevertheless, we euppose, meet by delegates, 
fonn an association and declare the terms upon which ther will keep· up the 
correspondence. but tha t t.hc right and the authority of churches being in
alienable, or in no way compromised or hindered by entering into an asso
ciation, and therefore an association has no authority o\·er churches or indi
viduals, their only power being to transact business which does not pertain 
to cnurches in their ecclesiastieal capacity; to promote natural intercourse, 
and a concentration of voluntary effort; and to gi'•e that advice to churches 
which might with e<)l}al authority be given by any individual. 

7. That the authority of the churcheE is desig-nated for the perpetua
tion of the true religionl of the Gospel , and for the preservation of· true and 
orderly body of Christians on earth; that it is fully sufficient for the pur
poses intended, but it doClS not extend to persons, or property or the con
science of men in any manner whatsoever. 

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ 
and obedience to the Gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily exist£ in con
nection with' the belief in the fundamental truths of CluiEtia~y, and that to 
prescribe any other requisite of such membership is an assu ption of auth
ority on the part of the church and a departure from the Gos el plan. 

9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that the elcl
ers are called bishops or pastors, and all of the elders are equal in rank, 
though they may perform dill'erent functlon&--<~ince some may be bishops or 
past.ors of particular churches, while other) may be simple elilers, having no ' 
pastoral charge. 

10. That the authority of a rnini~:ter of the Gospel extends to teach
ing, exhortation and rebuke, but, no further ; that he cannot perfonn any acts 
that belong to the authority of the church-such as the reception of mem
bers into the church compact, or the expulsion of of!' enders; that as a mem
ber of the church, he is not more than any other member, and if he is guilty 
of' transgression he iE to b e brought to trial befor e his brethren and con
victed or acquitted in the same manner as' if he were a private person; yet 
we think it prudent to call in advisory help especially if the minister is to 
be tried upon a charge of heresy. 

11. That Christian bapti£m is the immersion of the believer, in water. 
in the ·name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's Supper and the washing of the !laints feet are or
S 

l 
·~ 

' 

rlinances to be observed in the church until the Lord comes. 
13. That elders and deacons be set apart to their office of ordination, 

or the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer, without which 
they are not authorized to administer the ordinances pertaining to their re-
spective offices. , 

14. No preacher shall be ordained unless called to take charge of " 
church as p:u:tor, or some good and sufficient reason. 

CHURCH DECORUM 

1. The church may choose a paetor annually ut t he las t reg-ular con
ference in Association year; or if they prefer it, may choose a pastor !or 
a n indefinite length of time to continue from year to year, as long as he may 
deem it proper to keep up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at any other 
time; but i! the choice be made at a special conference the time must be 
appointed at a monthly meeting of the church. 

3. The pastor-shall be moderator of the church. hut when he is absent 
or does not sit as moderator, being present, some suitable brother shall be llP· 
pointed to tit in his place. 

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty it 
shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contribution~ 
made by the church for the pastor, etc., and t o d istribute the brea1l and wine 
in the administration of the Lord's Supper. 

5. The Deacons- shall take notice of such members as refuse or neglect 
to partake of the Lora'&' Supper and endeavor to ascertain the cause that the 
same may be laid before the church in conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it shall be hi& 
duty to do all the recording and writing pertaining to the businese of the 
church. 

7. When a Clerk is appointed all the books, minutes, etc., belonging to 
the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him b~· his predecessor. Alao 
it shall be the duty of the church to re,·ise the church roll at Jea~t once n 
year. It shall be the duty of lh~ pastors to instruct the deacons 4ncl clerks 
of their churches in r egar d to money for minutes. 

8. The Church shall hold a two day's month! )• meeting embracing Sat
urday and the Lord'E Day follo\\oing, the first of which shall be the regular 
time of the conference. 

9. It shall be the duty of e\•ery member, male or female, to attend each 
conference meeting, if they can; for on that day the p81!tor if expected lo 
instruct the church in a certain manner by giving plain ancl pointed lesson~ 
in doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy 11\·ing. 

10. Any male member who shall fail to attend three succeseive confel'
ences, and any member whatever, of the church, according to the covenant 
(Article 6) shall be cited to appear in conference and answer for his neg
lect; but the church may· exempt members from this rule if necessary_ 

11. Conferences thall be opened and conducted a!' follows: {1 l 
Prayer, unless di,•ine service has just been concluded, and generally then. 
(2) Invite visiting brethren to seats. (3) Open the door for the reception 
of members. ( 4) Call for absentees. (.5) For acknowlctlgments. (G) For 
reference of deferred business. (7) for matters of dealing which are in 
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onler to come before the church. (8) For miscellaneous busines.s. 
12. ViEiting brethren, as helpers called in !rom sister churches, shall 

speak and make motions or seconds, but not allowed to vote. . 
13. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does not bold t~s 

church in fellowshJp, may be received in churcll without. a letter, when 1t 
is made apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable and that be 
has applied for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join 
this or some sister church. All other persons must join by letter or baptism. 

14.. No member shall be received without the unanimous consent of the 
members pre~tent, but unreasonable objecLions shall not be ,·alid, un~ with
drawn, the members who make them shall be liable to be taken under 
dealing with the church. 

15. When the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall inform the 
church what male members have been absent (rom three successive confer
ence~ and the Moderator shall appoint some brother or brethr~:n t.o cite each 
of them to the next conference. 

16. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited verbally or 
in writing to auend the trial, provided his residence be known to the church. 

17. When a v.,]tness, not a member of. the church, is introduced, he 
shall not be examined till the question has been put to the church: WiiJ ) ' OU 

hear the testim.ony of the witnes.s? 
18. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgment 5hal1 

be recorded in the ehureh book. 
19. Members dismissed from the church by letter v.·ho become disorder 

ly or continue to hold their letters without :ood reason shall be cited to con
ference to answer for their misconduct. 

20. Expelled membe1·s shall be restored to fellowship on their petition 
if their walk since expulsion has convince\! the church that they have sin· 
cert:ly repented for their former eviL 

l!l. A vote shall not be taken upon any question without a tnove and 
a second, and aiJ important questions the vote shall be ~n by risin: to 
the teet, . ..\...--

22. No motion shall be made while a move nnd second ii: before the 
conference. 

23. lt shall be considered di~orllerly for nny member to absent him
se.J.t from conference when au important question is to be decided, but a 
member, upon request may be el>ernpted by the ehurcll from voting on either 
side in peculiar cases. · 

24. No member shall leave the house durin: conference without a 5uf· 
ficie.nt cause, nor engage Ul conversation or whispering without beinr sub
ject to be called to order by the moderator. 

25. All di.scuasions in conference must be conducted with ealmness 
and good feeling; those who speak must rise to their feet and address the 
Moderator and keep to the point in the debate. 

26. No one aball speak more than three times on the same question 
without permission from the Moderator, nor shall the remarks of any one be 
unreasonably long. 

27. When the Moderator spew be must designate some brother to 
act in his 5tead. 

28. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it ean be to eall 
the 5peaker to order. 
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29. It shall be the duty o! eaeh church to attend to the administration 
of the Lord's Supper and washing of the Saints' feet at last once a year. 

SO. Members not in good standing should not commune, but the ad· 
ministration should not be deferred on aecount of any ordinary matter of 
1lealing. 

81. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on prop· 
e.r occasions. 

32. No Ueentiate shall be ordained until ealled in eare of one or more 
churches. 

38. That each minister preach nnd practice the same doctrine, and 
principles. And each -church do the same as set up by Christ and follow 
the apostolic: doctrine and follow it closely. 

34. This decorum may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote o! 
the membership present at any two successive monthly conferences. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

1. Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by divine grace into tn" 
knowledge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and to devote our 
time and talents to the interest of pure and undefiled religion, we do 
solemnly covenant with each other to walk together in love and brotherly 
kindnes.s and to glorify God through life as the only hope in death. 

2. We agree tO exercise .Chrirtian love and affection for each other as 
members of the household of faith, that the knowledge of truth may bP 
glorified in us, and by us, to the end that \\"e may be perfect in the \\;11 ot 
God through Christ Jesus concerning us. 

3. We endeavor to uphold the public worship oJ' Almighty God and or
dinances of Bis cbureh, not to for£ake the a.ssembling of ourselves togeth~r 
that we will cheerfully contribute of the means with which we arc blessed 
for the ministry among us and other necessary expenses of the church. 

4. We will not neglect the devotional exercise£ of secret prayer an,l 
the duties of family worship, and the training up of our children and those 
under our eare with a view to the service of Christ and the enjoyment of 
Heaven. 

6. We agree to neglect our secular or worldly avocation to attend the 
stated meetinrrs of the church and to labor for its prosperity in the most holy 
faith, believing that if we do this we let our light shine; if we fail to attend 
to these sacred duties we prove to be a stumbling block to the world an•! 
reproach to the ehurch. 

6. We believe that all Christians are endowed with certain talents and 
inf,luences, for the improvement of which they will be accountable to the 
Great Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in the church, 
it i5 our duty to appTOac:h 5Uch in the spirit of love and to admoni~h them 
to for11alre their evil doings; if they will not hear thee, take one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or three -witnesses every word may be estab
lished; then if they will not hear the church, then let them be unto thee a~ 
an heathen man and a publican. 

7. We believe the worldly dance and drinking ardent !pirits with anrl 
commingling with drunkards are sins whieh should be condemned by the 
church. 

8. It shall be the duty of all pastors to read or nave read this Cove· 
nant and to explain every part and clause thereof to the church on the open· 
ing of all church mt(etings. 

9 



~~~~~,~€~~=---~~~. -----------~--~----~, 

r to meet annually at such places aa may be agreed upon at the previous 
DECORUM 

1. At the meeting of each session of the Association the officers o! the 
preceeding session shall preside until their succestors shall be knovm. 

2. At each session and 11revious to oroceedin~ to business the names o! 
the minister3 and delegates shall be called. 

3. At the close of each sesrion the entire proceeding shall be read !or 
corn:etion and approval. 

4. Any person wishing to speak shall rise and address the Moderator. 
He s~~ll confine himself to the queetion under considerati~~ avoid per· 
sonabtles. 

5. No person shall speak more than twice on any subject without per
mission from the body. 

6. No motion shall be withdrawn after its di.reussion. 
7. When a question is under discussion no motion or proposition shall 

be received except to adjourn, to lay on the table, to amend or postpone in
definitely, which several motions thall be preferred in the order in which 
they are stated. 

8. Nomina~ions shall be made by the Moderator of the Association or 
whoever he may appoint. 

9. After motion has been decided Any member having voted in the ltf
firmatlve may move a reconsideration. 

10. No Mfmber shall absent himself during the ECSSion without per
mission from the presiding officer, and none shall take fi '\al leave of absence 
without permission of the body. 

11. This AsEociation has a right to decide what matter shall be admit
ted to ita consideration. 

12. This Decorum may be amended a t any session of the Association 
by a majority vote. 

~3. No church shall liberate .any minister coming from any· other de
nomination until he has bee.n examined by the Ordaining Council and re
ceived credentials bearing their appro\-al. 

CONSTITUTION 

1. This ~sociation shall hereafter be known as the Union Free Will 
Baptist Association. 

2. It shall be composed of: ( 1) The minrsters both ordained and 
licensed, belonging thereto; (2) Legal de.legates from the cburchee com
posing the rame. 

3. Requirements of churches: Each church shall be required to send 
up an annual report to the Association in which they shall make a brief 
statement of the. pastor, report the character and usefulness of the ministers 
whose membership is with them, give name and postoffice of the church 
clerk, give the number baptized, re.ceived \by letter, dismissed by letter, 
restored, C3ccluded, and died, the number o! membe~ and the amount paid 
for Association purposes. 

4. Each church in the Association sluall be considered an advisory body 
an~ snell control i~ own government without suspension or interference, 
being under Christ essentially independent and absolute. 

5. ,Tbi;a. b~y shall be considered an advisory council, whose duty it is 
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l>es&ion, and not to adjourn formally until all business is settled, and while 
there it shall be its duty to examine all question& of genel'l\1 iaterest to 
the Association and to use their best influence to promote a moral and 
benevolent means and institutions such u edueation, Sabbath Schools, 
missionary work, etc. 

6. The officers of this Association shall be Moderator, Clerk and \.. ; 
Trearorer, to be chosen by baUot. --f' 

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association must adopt 
our articles of faith and conform to its usa~:es. 

8. Church~ sending delegates to this Association shall be allowed one 
delegate for each ten membe.rs or fraction thereof. ' 

9. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any session of this 
Association by a majority of the votes. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

l. We believe that there is but one living, true eternal God, the Fath
er, of whom all thin~ from everlasting to eve.rlasting, glorious and immuta
ble in all His attributes.-!. Cor. 8 :6; lsa. 40:28. 

2. We believe that there is one Lord J esus Christ whom are all things, 
t.he only begotten Sop of God, Son of t.he Virgin Mary, whom God freely 
sent into the world beeause of the great love wherewith He loved the worlll 
and Christ as freely gave Himself a ransom for all tasting death of every 
man, who was buried and rose a~rain the third day and ascended into 
Heaven, from whence we look for Him the second time in the clouds of 
Beaven, at the last day to judge both the quick and the dead.-1 Tim. 21 :5-6; 
Heb. 2:8; John,2:2; Rev. 1 :7; Acts 24:15; John 3:16. 

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift. of the 
Father through Hie dear Son, unto the world, who quickeneth and draweth 
tinners home to God.-5t. John 16:7-9; Acts f: :4; Eph. 4:4; 6-6. 

4. We believe that in the beginning God made man upright; and plac
ed him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, from which he 
voluntarily by transgression, fell and by that means brought on hinu;elf a 
miserable and mortal state subje-ct to death.-Gen. 2:17; 3 ~19. 

5. We believe that God is not ·willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance, and the knov.•ledge of the truth that they 
might be saved for which end Christ hath commanded the G'oiipel to be 
preached among all nations and to every creature.-Mark 16:15; Luke 
24:47; John 8:12-17; Tim. 2:4. 

6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Christ 
who died for him, but as the Scripture has said, for de.nying the Lord that 
bought them becauee they believe not in the only be20tten Son of God. 
Unbelief, therefore, being the cause why the just and righteous God of 
Heaven will condemn the children of men, it follows against all contradiction 
that all men at one time or a.nother, are found in such capacity' as that 
through the grace of God, they may be eternally saved.-Mark G :6; He b. 
3:1 0; I John 5:10. - .,_ · 

7. We believe the whole scriptures are infallibly true and that they 
are the only rules of faith and prac~ce.-II Tim. 3:6-17. :·. • 

8. We believe in the doc~e of general provision mad~ . of G¥ in 
Christ for the benefit of all mankind, who re)lent and believe the Gospel.
Luke 14 :16-20; Matt. 28:19-20; Luke 13:2-5; Luke 24 :4 7; Acts 3 :i9; 
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lllark 1 :15. , 
9. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father, by the Holy 

Ghost through ·Christ His Son, and that the Holy Ghost offers His divine 
aid to all the human family, so aE· th.ey all might be happy, would they give 
place to His: divine teaching; whereas such who do not receive the divine 
impression of 'Holy Spirit shall at a future day OV<(l their condemnation just 
and charge themselves with their own' damnation for wilfully rejecting the 
o'"trers of sovereign grace.-Matt. 11 :27; St. John 6:44-65; Psalms 1:1; 
2:11-12; Jer. 22:29. ' 

10. We believe that men, not considered simply ae {lngodly men, were 
of old ordained to condemnation; considered such who turn the grace of God 
to lasciviousness; denying the Lord God and our Lord Jesus Cllrist wh!J 
bought them, and therefore shall bring upon theJmelves swift destruction, 
but we observe that they, and such the apostle saith, because they receive 
not tbe love of the truth, that they might be saved, therefore, the indigna
tion and wrath of God iE upon every soul that doeth evil, living and dying 

' thereitl, for there is no respect of persons with God.--Jude 1:4; 2nd Peter 
, 2:1; 2nd Thess., 2:11-12; Romans 2:9-11. 

11. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not actually 
transgressed against the law of God, in their own person are only subject 
to the firs:! death; which was brought on by the fall of Adam, and not that 
any of them dying in that state- shall suffer punishment in hell by the guill 

• of Adam's sin, of such is the kingdom of God.- lst Cor. 15:32; Matt. 
19:2-5; Mark 9:26-27; lo1att. 19:14. 

12. We believe that good works are the fruits of saving faith and that 
in the use of the means of grace and not out of the ·use of these tpeane
eternal life is promised to men.- Rev. 22:14-15; Isaiah 1 :19-20; Matt 7:8 ; 
J er. 13:34-35. · 

13. We beiieve that no 'man has any warrant in the Holy Scripture 
for justification before God through his work, power or ability, which he ha-s 
in and: of himself, only as he -by grace is made able to come to God, through 
Jesus Chriet, believing the rigliteou'sness of Jesus Christ to be imputed to 
all believers for their eternal acceptance with Gbd.-Rom. 4 :24; Acts 
8:20-21. . 

14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wisd~m of God, so 
that God knoweth whatsover can or cannot come to pass upon all suppoeed 
conditions; yet not having decre~d any person everlasting death or ever
lasting life, out of respect of mere choice, farther than Be hath appointed 
the godly unto life, and the ungodly who die in sin unto death.- He b. 4:13; 
Prov. 8:22-23; Matt. 25:31-46. 

15. We belie've, as touching Gospel ordinance~, in believer's baptism, 
laying on of hands, receiving of the sacrament of BJ'ead and wine, washing 
the saints' feet, annointing the sick with oil in the name of· the Lord, 
fasting and prayer, r-inging praise to God, and the public ministry of the 
Word with every institution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament. 
:__Luke 22:19-20; J ohn 13:4-7; James 5 :14. 

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion and that 
believers are the only objects for baptism.-Matt. 3 :15; Mark 1 :15-10 ; Acts 
3 :38-39; Rom. 6:5; Col. 2 :12. 

17. We believe in the general· resurrection of the dead and a final 
judgment day at the last day.--John 5:28-29; II 5 :6. 

18. We believe the happiness of the righ\;eous is ete.rnal and the tor
ments of the wicked are endles~.-Matt. 2 :9. 
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