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THE UNION ASSOCIATION OF THE F REE

WILL BAPTISTS AT OAK GROVE 

CHURCH, AUG. 31 C& SEPT. 1, 2, 1911. 

The Union Association of Free ·wm Baptists met pursuant 

to adjournment, Thursday, August 31, A. D. 1911, 4 p. m. 

Session called to order by Rev. 0. F. Dennis. 

The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Rev .. M. B. Clift, 

Niangua, Mo. Lesson for introductory sermon was Ephesians, 

4th chapter; text, 4th and 5th verses of the chapter read. Rev. 

Clift was followed by Rev. L· l\L Marler of Ava, Mo. 

The body proceeded to organize by electing the follo"·ing 

officers: Moderator, Rev. L. \V. Hensley, Smittle, Mo.; Assist

ant Moderator, Rev. J. H. Claxton, Smittle, Mo.; Wm. Draper, 

Clerk; J. D. Jones, Treasurer. 

The body being duly organized, proceeded to elect the var· 

ions committees as follows: 

Committee on Business-Rev. T. B. Marler, Rev. 0. F. Den· 

nis, Brother James' Claxton. 

Committee on Divine Service-Brother L- A. Butcher, Broth· 

er Dan Fletcher, Rev. James Housley. 

Committee on Obituaries-Rev. James McCall, Rev. 1\I. B. 

Clift, Brother Alfred Curtis. 

Committee on Credentials-Rev .A. J. Barnett, Rev. W. S. 

Gaskill, Brother Sam Young. 

On motion, session adjourned until 8 o'clock a. m., Friday. 

Adjourned with wayer, led by Rev. D. H. Long· 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 

Session "·as called to order by the Moderator. After song 

service, the l\Ioderator read for t hr morning lesson Chapter I of 

the Book of Eplwsians. Prayer led by Brother Samuel Young. 

Call was nHHle fot all Ordained :Ministers belonging to this 

Association to enroll, which en 1 ollment showed as follows: 
Rev. C. K I•1ndle~·, 1\Iacomb, 1\lo. 
Rev. L. l\1. 1\Iarler, Ava, l\lo. 
Rev. L. J. Gearing. St. George, 1\lo. 
Rev· C. S. Long, ~ • orwoocl, 1\lo. 
Rev. D. II. Long, . :orwoocl, 1\Io. 
Rev. J. W. Housley, :'\orwood, 1\io. 
Rev. J. II. Claxton, St. George, 1\Io. 
Rev. 'I'. B. Marler, Ava, 1\lo. 
Rev. J. F. l\IcCa Ll, Cold Springs, l\lo· 
Rev. 0. F. Dennis, l\lountain Grove, l\lo. 
Rev. L . W. Hensley, Smittle, 1\lo. 
Rev. 'I'. W. Conley, Johns 1\Iills, Mo. 
Rev. W. S. Gaskill, l\IansfiC'ld, :Jio. 
Rev. A J. Bamett, ::-\orwood, l\Io. 
Rev. Z. ·williams, Cabool, l\Io. 
Rev. J. T. Holcomb, R. :B'. D. ?'\o. 1, :Marshfield, 1\lo. 
Rev. J. W. Love, l\lountain Grove, Mo. 
Rev. Parker, Mountain Grove, l\Io. 
Rev. Delco, Rev. Cope, Rev· Parkins, Rev. Thomas Carner. 

• The call for all Ordained Deacons belonging to the Assembly 
to enroll sho"·ccl the following results: 

J. P. Dennis, \Volf Creek Church, Mansfield, 1\Io. 
A. C. Curtis, Pleasant Grove Church, St. George, 1\Io. 
J. E. Claxton, Motmt OlivC' r\o. 2, Smittle, l\Io. 
James Latimer, Niangua Church, Niangua, Mo. 
L- D. Fletcher, Oak Grove Church, • 'orwood, 1\Io., R. F. D. 2. 
D. C. Claxton, Pleasant Hill Church, Rembert, l\lo. 
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A. W. Belt. 1\Ionnt Zion -' · o. 2. Grimes. 1\Io. 

J . II. 1\Iaxville, l'nion Chapel :\o. 1, Graff, 1\lo. 

A. Y. ·walton. ;\'iangua Church, Xiangua, Mo. 

J. 1\'I. Long, 1\It. Yalley Church, XonYood, l\Io., R. F. D· 5. 

Sam Young, Pleasant Hill ('hnrch, Rembert, l\Io. 

Harrison Coday, Wolf Crrrk, Mansfield, ~Io .. R. F. D. 1. 

E. Carpenter. Liberty Chnn:h, 'l'eague, 1\lo. 

Reuben Young, Pleasant Hill Clmt·ch, Rembert, 1\Io. 

L . A. Butcher, Oak Grove Church, Xorwood. 1\Io., R. F. D· 2. 

V. S. Findley, Pleasant Ridge Church, 1\Iacomb, 1\Io. 

\V. A. Ratteree, 'Cnion Chapel Chul'ch, Graff, 1\Io. 

Enrollment of Delegates showl'd the follmYing result: 

A J. Tucker and Berl'y Hookout, Fordland; B. \Y. Petit and 

W. F. Alexander, Niangua; T. J. Stokes, :-\iangua; G. W. \Vil

liams, Susanna; 'l'. F. Claxton, Smittle; \Valier Chand I er, l\1ac8· 

donia; Wm. Shelton and F'. 1\I. Moreland, \Volf Creek; E. E. Sim· 

mons, 1\It. Zion Xo. :3; A. 11. 1\Iaherry, Oak Grow; Joseph ~lc

Bride, 1\It. Zion Xo· 3; James Ratterce, Cnion Chapel; \V. L. 

Chandler, Black Oak; II. 'l'. Edwards, Mt. Valley; Elihu Coday. 

Pleasant Hill; J. II. Clark, Pl<>asant Grove: P. l\1. Hicks, Ex

celsior; ?\" oah Jones, Plrll san l Hill ; Harvey l\I cRoberts. 1\lt. 

Zion :-Jo. 2; C. B. Austin, 1\lt. Zion Ko. 2. 

Committee on Order of Business made the following report, 

which ,,·as adopted as read: 

1. Reading of Constitution and By-Laws governing this 

,Association. 

2. Reading of letters and messages from ym·ious Churches. 

3. Report of Delegates au<l Corresponding Messengers to 

other bodies· 

4. Reports from other organizations. 



5. Uufinished busineRs. 

Constitution and B~·-Laws re:Hl by the Clerk. 

L<:'ttrt·s from th(' Yarions ehnn•hes \Yere read by the Clerk 

and rec0ived by the Association. 

Rrports f1 ·om the Delegates m1<l l\Iessengers were read by the 

Clerk and duly disposed of aceor<ling to the rPgulations of this 

body. 

::\ o l'Pports from ot lH'l' organizations were received. 

On motion, the 1\Ioderntor " ·ns anthot-ized to appoint a com

mittee to cxami1w Brotlwr E. .Tones as to his fitness to preach 
4 

the Gospel fo1· ont' ~'car. The l\Ioderator appointed the com

mittee as follows: Rrv. D. II. Long, Rev . A. J . Barnett, Rev. 

C. N. Findley. 

Aft er dn0 consideration and examination, the committet 

made the following report, which was accepted by the Associa

tion: 

We, your Committee. find Brother Jones to be a worthy 

Brother and a fit subject to preach the Gospel fot· one year

REV. D. H . LO::\G, Chairman. 

Conference took recess until 2 p. m. 

Divine Services at 11 o'clock, stand being filled by Rev. 

D. H. Long and Rev. L . 1\'L Marler. 

FRIDAY EVENING. 

Session called to onler and opened by Assistant Moderator, 

J. H. Claxton, the lesson being the 23rd Chapter of the Psalms of 

David. Prayer led by Rev. L. J. Gearing· 

Report of Commit tee nsking if there was any field needing 

any ministerial services. and. if so, how can it be supplied~ The 
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question was discussed h:v Rev. C. ?\. Findley, Brother Samuel 

Young, Rev. 0. F. Denni., Rev. ,J. ~...,. l\IcCall. Rev. A. J. Barnett. 

Brother J. D. Jones and Rev. L. w. Hensley. rpon motion, the 

question was tabled fo1· the timr being. En'ning session ·was clos
ed with prayer by Rev. L. \V. Hensley. 

SATURDAY MORNING. 

~ession opened by the l\lodcrator reading the 16th Chapter 

of the Psalms of David. Prayer led by Rev. T. B. Marler. 

Resolution passed cnlling for all money belonging to the As
sociation to be turned into the treasury. 

By resolution the following proposition wns placed before the 

Association: "Shall this Association hnve nn Evangelist?" A 

general discussion followed in which Rev. D. II. Long, Rev. A. J. 

Barnett, Brother Samuel Young. Rev. 0 . F- Dennis and Rev. J. F. 

1\icCall participated . The resolution was passed nnd Rev. J . F 

McCall was selertecl to sene as Evangelist for the ensuing year. 

The Evangelist to get his support and remuneration in accord

ance with the rules laid down in the Church 'I'1·eaty. such re

nnmeration to be $1.50 for each day in actual service. Evangelist 

to take collections at each place where services arc held and to 

make quarterly reports of such collections to the Treasurer of 

this Association. If the eollPctions fail to make the salmT he is 

authorized to draw upon the Treasurer for the 1 emaimler chw him. 

The Evangelist is required to keep a correct rrcoHl and report to 

this Association at the next merting the number of days in actual 

service, se1·mons delivered, miles traveled, money collected, con
versions witnessed. 

On motion, the Mocle1·a1or was authorized to select a commit-
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tee for the purpose of submitting a report as to place of holding 

the next Association. 

'fhe Moderator appointed Rev. M. B. Clift, Rev .James Hous

ley and Rev. C. N. Fillll ley as a f'Ommittee on selecting place of 

next meeting· 

'l'he rommittee selected Knob f'hapel as place for holding tho 

next Associatiou and the report of thr committee was accepted. 

On motion, l~ev. L. M. Marler was selected to preach the In

troductor:v Sermon, Rev. C. N . .B~in<.lley being selected alternate. 

Cm1ference took recess until 2 p. m. 

SATURDAY EVENING. 

Session called together by l\Ioderator reading the 133rd Chap· 

ter of tbe Psalms of David. Prayer led by Rev. C. N. F indley. 

By motion, Clerk. was instructed to supervise the printing 

of the l\1iuutes of this Association and that he have 500 copies 

printed. 

On motion, reports from Ministers were declared in order. 

Report of Rev. E. N· Delcour: Sermons preached, 62; Ex

hortations, 7; witnessed 12 professions; baptized 3; preached 1 

funeral; traveled 319 miles. Mt. Zion No. 2 paid $10.60; Green 

Valle~r paid $1.25; Pleasant G1·ove paid $3.85; Union Chapel paid 

$34.05. Total.' $49.75. 

Report of Rev. M. B. Clift: Pastored Pleasant Hill Church, 

made 9 trips, traveled 288 miles, held 2 revival meetings, witness

ed 42 conversions, received ~4 into the church, baptized 25, receiv

ed $63.17. Pastored ... ' ew Home Church No.2, traveled 132 miles, 

held 1 reYival meeting, "·itnessed 23 conversions, received into 

the church 24, b11ptised 17, received $57.25. Pastored Macedonia 
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Church. traYeled 88 milr~. lwld no rPvival mel'ting:;;, received 

noJH' into the church, haptizl'd none, recl'ived lj;:n.:30. Local 

Work: l\Iade one t1 ip to Ilar~n" ('hapE'L tln·t•P trips to Liberty 

Church, two trips to Blnrk Oak Chnrch, trawled 78 miles, re

ceived for local wm k $7.%. Tot;ilunmlwr of mih•s t raw lt-d, 6:3-t: 

total number of conYersions witm•s:t•d, 84-; total rc<•Pivrd into the 

church, 61: total amount l'l'<'l'ind fo1· my labol'S, $202.17. 

Report of L. ,J. Gearing: Prrached 2;) sermons. 9 t'xhorta

tions, " -itnessed 12 con vc•rsions, t ntve led 4-18 milrs, rccci n•tl 

$7.25, pastorcd no ehnrches. 

On motion, all committees 1\"l'l '<' rp]eased from further dntirs. 

By resolntiou. Rev. 'I'. B. Marler was S<'lectt·d to l'Xpl·ess our 

heartfelt thanks to thr good B1·otlwrs and Sisters of Oak Urove 

Church for their hospitality, thri1· love. tht•ir kindnrss and thl'ir 

respect shown us during om· sojonm with tlwm. .;\lay God ble . ..;s 

them and save them all is thr prayrr of this Association. 

Committee on ObitmtJ'ies submittrd the follo\Ying rrport: 
""\Vhereas. the d<ll k-wingt>tl mt•ssrngl'r of tleailt has visitt•tl 

our f'hnrrh and homrs sin<·c last wr md in our Assoeiation. aml 
has taken away on1· lon•d Oil(''> urnr aud dP<H' tons, Rrv. A. ::uun 
and Brother Wm Barm•s of l\It. Zion Church . ·o. 3, !~rot her Ai
hert Coday and Ristl'r l\largaret Coday of Ph·ns;•nt Hill Church. 
Ristc1· Bettie Goolshv of Oak G1·oY<' C'hurch, Sist<•t· Oma AllPn of 
1\It. Valley Chm·cl!.· Sist<·t· L(•vit> l 's:.;ery of Oak (;tove ( 'lmr<'lt. 
SistPr Amanda Bartlrr of Oak (lrovt> C'hureh. Brother .John :\f·~
Imin of ClevcJ- Ct·<·ek lTnion ('llu1·eh. Rrv· ,Jolm.ITamln· and Si,;
ter Angeline :\c\Yton. all of whom \Yere hdd in hi~h l''l1Pl'm 

amongst us, \Y<' fel'l assm·cd that thPy lmvp joim•<l the Associa
tion of An!!cls and their \YOrks will follow them." 

On m~tio11, the AssoeiHtiou adjonmed to mcrt again on 
'l'hnrsday, 4 p. m .. hPl'on• thl' first SmHlay in Sl•ptember, 1912. 
with Knob Chapp] f'hm·eh. 

Rl<JV. L. W. IIE:\STJEY, ~lodPrator. 
RE\'. ,J. H. ('l,AX'l'O:\'. As;;istant. 

Wl\1. DRAPER C'lrllc 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH . . 
1. THE BIBLE. The Scriptures of the :'\cw Testament 

were given by in:-:pit·ation of God, and arc our infallible rule of 

faith and practice. 

2. HOD. There IS one living and true God, reYealed in 

nature as the Creator, Preserver and Righteous Governor of thP 

Universe, and in the Scriptures as the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, yet as one God, infinitely wise and good, whom all intelli

gent creatures are supremely to loYe, adore and obey· 

3. CHRIST. Christ is God manife t in the flesh; m His 

Divine Kature truly God; in his human nature truly man. ThP 

Mediator between God and man; once crucified. He is now risen 

and glorified and is our ever-present SaYior and Lord. 

4. TIIE HOLY SPJRIT. 'l'hc Scl'iptnrcs assign to the Holy 

Spirit all attributes of God. lit> is the Reprover, Comforter, 

Guide and Sanctificl' of men. 

5. TIIE GOVER:'\:\IEXT OF GOD. God exercises a wisP 

and benevolent providence over all beings antl all things b~ 

maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. lie also per

forms special acts of grace not oihcnYise pro\ ided for, as the 

highest \Yclfare of man requires. 

6. THE SI:-\FUL:'\ESS OF l\IAX Han was crt:>at-t>d inno

cent, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and conclemna· 

tion. His posterity therefore inherit a fallen nature of sur>h 

tendencies that all that come to years of accountability sin and 

become guilty before God. 

7. 'l'IIE WORK OF CHRIST. The Son of God, by His in

carnation, life, sufferings. death :mel resurrection, effected for all 
a redemption fi·om sin that is full and f1·ee and is the ground of 
salvation by faith. 
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8. THE TERMS OF' RAL\'ATIO~. 'l'he conditions of sal
vation al'l': (1) Rrlll'IJt:mct' or simeJ'L' sonow for sin and hearty 
renunciation of it. (2) Faith or 1 he unreserved committal of 
one's self to Cl1list aR :-:avior Hllll Lon!, \Yith purpose to love and 
obey Him in all thing-.:. In the exercise of saving .laith the soul 
is rcue,,·ed by the Holy Spirit, fr-.~\·d J'rom the dominion of sin 
and beconll's a child of God. (:n Continu:mce in faith and obed
ience until death. 

D. ELECT!O. r. Got1 determined from the beginning to 
save all who ~bonltl LOmply Yi·ith the conditions of salvation. 
llcm•c by faith i11 Christ. men he,;ome his clt•ct. 

10. nnmDO.l\1 Ol." TilE \VILL. 'l'he human '"ill is fret~ 

:mel srlf-control!t•d, having po\n'l' to yield to the inflnen,ce of the 
tt·;1th antl the Spitit, or to r·csi-.,t tlll'm and perish. 

11. S.ALJYATIO.\ FREE. Uod desires the salvation of all, 
the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spitit strives with all, and who· 
soever "·ill niH~ L'Oilll' and take the water of life freely. 

12. PER~E\TERA:\CK All belienr;;; in Christ, who 
through grace lH'l'iiC'VPI'e in holiness to the end of life, have the 
promi"e of sah·ation. 

1:~- UOSPEIJ OHDT:\A\~CES. Baptism or the immersion 
of belivYer" in \Yater, :UH111:e Lonl's Supper, are ordinances to be 
perpetuated nmlt•r the Gospel; of nuivPrRal obligation, and to be 
admini;,ten'd to all tnw bclie,·ers. 

H. 'rilE l'IIHr;;;TJA:\ SABDATII. The Divine Law re
quire-.; thnt ouc day in Sl'Yen lw set apart from secular employ
ment and amu;,emL'nts fo1· rest, \\·orship, holy \YOrks and activi
ties, and for pcr,;onal commnnication with God. 

13. RESl'HREt"!'IO:\, Jl'DG:l\lE:\T A~D FI:-\AL RETRI
BUTIO~. The ~Cl'iptnres teach the J'esmTection of all men the 
last day. 'l'ht>y that haYc done good '"ill come forth to the resur
J•ection of life. and tlwy that haY<' <lone ill unto the resurrection of 
judgment; then the \\·icketl will ''go mnty into eternal punish
mrnt, but the l'ightrons in'to rtrl·nal life." 
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