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At 4 o'clock on Wednesday afternoon August 30, 19.22 The Union 
Association of the Free Will Baptists met with Oak Grove Church 
in its twenty-third annual session. 

Praise service by congregation. 
Prayer by J. li'. McCall. 
The Moderator G. W. Scott, Sr. called for Introductory sermon, 

which was preached by Rev. H. M. Cope, Lesson 133 Psalm, Text 
P salms 133-l. 

Called for enrollment of ministers and deacons belongmg to this 
Association. All present enrolled . 

Moderator declared a quorum present and Conference ready for 
temporary organization. 

Letters to the Association were called for and were referred to a 
Credential Committee composed of: 

A .• J. Kelsey, L. J. Gearing , M. B· Clift. 
A Committee on Divine service was appointed: 
Sam Royster, Sam Maxwell, A. W. Beit, Lue Butchdr and Wm. 

Lakey. 
Motion carried to · adjourn until 8:30 o'clock Thureday morning 

~ Wednesday night at 8 o'clock the pulpit waa occupied by A. M. 
Halford and L. VV • .Marler, Lesson Psalms 121, Text Psalms 121-1. 

.r Thursday Mornin&" 

Pratse by Congregation. 
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For a lesson the Moderator read the Church Covenant. 

Prayer by Rev. Frank Smalley. 

The credential committee in it's report recommended that letters 
and delegates from the following churches be recelVed: 

Pleasant Grove, Oak Grove, Happy Hill, Niangua, Pleasant Ridge 
No. 2, Pleasant Hill, Mt. Zion 1-io. 3, Harmony, Little Vine, Stony 
Point. Union, Union Chapel, Lone Star, Turkey Creek, Wolf Creek. 

Letter from Wnght County quarterly meeting received and dele
gates seated. 

The roll was called and all delegates given the right hand of fel
lowship and seated in council. 

The Moderator declared a quorum present and conference ready 
for permanent organization. 

Officers were elected for ensuing year. 
Moderator, Rev. G. W. Scott Jr.; AssistaBt Moderc1tor, R ev. :M. 

B. Clift; Clerk, JohnS. Hickman ; Assistant Clerk, Rev. J. '1' . Cole; 
Treasurer, Rev Frank Smalley. 

Called for corresponding Messengers : 
Rev. B. F. Brown from Central W estern Missouri and South E ast 

Kansas At~sociation of F1 en W ill Baptists, responded. 

Motion carried that Messenger be g iven the right hand of fello w-
ship and seated in council 

All Chnstians "!'ere invited to a seat in council. 
Called for the reading of the bylaws : 
By-laws read, ~>nd the Moderator ded ared the conference open for 

the transaction of regular business. 
Called for corresponding letters : 
Letters from Missoun Association of General Baptists read and re

ceived. 
At! a committee on businoss the follo wing were appointed: 
J. F. McCalJ, G. W. scott, Sr., A. M. Halford, H. M. Uope, J. 

H. Plunk. 
As a Committee on Obituaries the following were appointed : 
A. J. Barnett, Elias Matney, Wm. Lakey. 
Credential Committee reports : 

• 

' 

• 
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We ~ecommend that letter& from the following churches be receiv. 
ed and delegates seated: Union Grove No. 2, Clever Creek, Union. 
Motion carried that we receive the report. 

Motion carried that we adopt the new Constitution and by-law!!. 
No 3 by-law to read as follows : 

Five members from two or more churches shall constitute a quo· 
rum for the transaction of business, a less number shall adjourn until 
that number is present. 

Motion carried that all ministers' wives be given a seat in Oouncil. 

Motion carried to adjourn until 2 o'clock p. m. 

Adjourned with prayer by Rev. B. F. Brown. 

Thursday at 11 o'lock pulpit occupied by Rev. Elias Matney and 
Rev. Ora Keller, Lesson St. John 15, Text John 3-7. 

Committee on Divine service chose Rev. M. B. Clift, and Rev· 
L. J. Gearing to occupy the pulpit at 8 o'clock p. m. 

Thursday Afternoon 

Praise by Congregation. 

For a lesson the Moderator read Timothy 4. Prayer by Rev. A. 
J. Barnett. 

C1.ll for report of Executive Cvmmittee. 
"· Executive Board reports as follows: 

We met September 2, 19~1 and organized as follows: 
Rev. G. W Scott Sr., President; Rev. L. J. Gearing, Vice Presi

dent; Rev. G. W. Scott Jr., Treasurer; A. W. Belt, Secretary; Thomas 
Edwards, Member. 

On February 2, 1922 A. W. Belt received a letter from H. W. 
Scott Sr. requestmg his resignation from Executive Board and Evange
listic work. 

The Executive Board met at the home of G. W. Scott Sr. Febru
ary 9, 1922 and accepted his resignation and appointed Rev. Clarence 
Ussery to fill place of '=t. W. i::lc0tt i::lr. till Assomatio.1 meets August 
30, 1922. 

Met again February 24 , 1922 and reorganized as follows: 
L. J . Gearing, Presidbnt; G. W. Scott Jr., Vice President; A. W. 

l 
I 

i 
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Belt, Clerk and Treasurer; Thomas Edwards, Member; Clarence Uss
ery, Member. 

We appointed Rev. Clarence Ussery, Rev. J. T. Cole and Rev. J. 
F. McCall to examine Bro. W m Wood for license. 

We, the Council appomted by the Ex:ecuti ve Board, met at Stony 
Point Church March 12, 1922, examined Bro. Wm. Wood, found him 
worthy and granted him license to preach the gospel until September 1, 
1922. 

L. J. Gearing, Pre~:~ident; A. W. Belt, Secretary. 
Motion carried that we accept the report of .Executive Board. 

Report of Treasurer called for. 
Treasurer reported he turned all funds over to Clerk. 
Clerk reports $6.40 on hand. 
Credential Committee reports: 
We recommend that letters from the following churches be rllceiv

ed and delegates seated. Mt. Zion No. 2, Pleasant Ridge, New Beth
el No. One, Happy Home. Motion carried that we receive the report 

Motion carried that we adjourn until 8:30 o'clock Friday morning. 
Adjourned with prayer by Rev. Ora Kelltr. 

Thursday night 

Pulpit occupied by Rev. M. B Clift and Rev. L. J. Gearmg, Les 
son St. J ohn 10, Text Luke 18 19. 

Committee E>n Divine service chose Rev. B. F. Brown and Rev. 
Frank Smalley to occupy the pulpit at 11 o'clock Friday norning. 

Friday Morning 

l'rayer servwe by Congregation 
Scripture lesson St. John 14·16. Prayer by brother John Scott. 
Rev. L. M. Marler was elected Evangelist for one year. 
Clarence Ussery's time having expired as a member of the Execu

tive Committee, Rev. H. M. Cope was elected as a member of the Ex
ecutive Committee for five yea.rs. 

Motion carried that all churches failing to contribute funds for the 
printing of the Minutes receive none. 

Motion car-ried that we extend Bro. W m. Woods license for one 
year. 

• 
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Written reports of ministers called for: 
• Report of L. M. Marler, sermons, 7 4, conversions witnessed 26, 

baptized 13, miles traveled 287, money received $48.50. 
I Report of M. H. Williams, sermons 72, conversions witnessed 18, 

• 

received into church 15, baptized 21, miles traveled 552, money re
ceived $52 .02. 

Report of J. H. Plunk: 
Sermons 30, miles traveled 300, received $40.00. 
Report of G. W . Scott Jr.: 
Sermons 198, conversions witnessed 651 received into church 34, 

baptized 35, funerals preached 8, miles traveled 1, 957, money received 
$3o7. 57. 

Report of N. E. Snider. 
Sermons 76, cor-versions witnessed 33, funerals 2, miles travel ed 

250, money received $37.7 1. 
R eport of Jl. M. Cope: 
Sermons 64, conversions witnessed 4, money received $166.10. 
Reporl of Elias Matney: 
Sermons 70, conversions witnesRed 18, recetved into l.lhurch 5, bap

tized 4, ordained deacon s 2, miles traveled 1, 241, money received 
$70 09 . 

Report of 0 . C . Keller: 
Sermons 21, conversions witnessed 5, mlled traveled 230, money 

received $18.75 . 
Report of A. M. Halford: -
Sermons 46, conversions witnessed 9, received into church 9, bap-

tized 11, funerals 4, miles traveled 421, received 1!46.73. 
Report of Clarence Us ery: 
Sermons 11 7, conversons witnessed 71, received mto church 29, 

baptized 32 . ordained deacon<! 2, funerals 4, manied 3, miles traveled 
1 ,532, money received $149 .95. 

Report of B . S . Moody : 
Sermons 54, conversiOns witnessed 6, received into church 1 marr· 

ied 1, miles traveled 8:!0, money received $70 67. 
Report of E. N. Delcour: 

Sermons 90, received into church 15, baptized 5, money received 
4!90. 00. 
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Report of L. J. Gearing: 
Sermons 137, conversions witnessed 55, received into church 29, • 

baptised 13, helped 0rganizc one church, deacons ordained 2, mlles 
tr:weled 2,383, money received %I'i6 61 1 

Report of G. W. Scott ::5r.: 
Sermons 118, conversions witnessed 36, received mto church 25, 

baptized 2, ordained deacons 2, helped organize 1 church, miles travel
ed 894, money received $55.52. 

J. T Cole reports: 
Sermons 117, conversions witnessed 48, received into cb urch 1, 

ordained deacons 5, miles traveled 3,tH6, received $181.87 . 
E. Carpenter reports: 
Sermons 25, conversions 3, marriages 1, miles tra.veled 186, re · 

ceived $3.75. 
M. B. Clift reports: 
Sermons 137, conven.ions witnessed 19, received into church 11, 

baptized 5, funerals 12, m1les traveled 975, receiVed $434 65. 
The Moderator appointed as a Committee on ministerial standing: 
D. R. Royster, Manon Long, A. W. Belt, Sam Maxwell, Albert 

R c•ley. 
)lotion carried that Rev. L. i.\1. Marler be our Corresponding dele

gate to the General Baptist Association. 
Motion carried that Rev. A J. Barnett be our MesPenger to La

clede Co. Association. 
ruotion carried that Rev. J. T. Cole be our Messenger to Central 

Western Missouri and fSoutbea~t Kansas AssociatiOn. 
Motion carried that Myrtle Kelley, Della Findley, Rosa Barnett, 

Magg1e Owens, John Scott, Edward Truster, Stella Edwards, W11liam 
Henson, Kingsley Findley, Richard Hutsell be our delegates to the 
State Association. 

Committee on Ministerial standing reports all of our ministers 
worthy of yearly certificates . 

.Moderator calls for Minute money to be turned over to the Treas 
urer. Total amount of minute money received from cburubes $35.40, 
from Clerk $6.40 total $41.80. 

Motion carried that Rev. J. T. Cole make farewell address. 
Motion carried to adjourn until 2 o'clock p. m. Adjourned with 

• 
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prayer by Bro. John Marler. 
• Friday at 11 o'clock a.m. pulpit occupied by Rev. B. F. Brown 

• 

• 

and Rev. Frank Smalley, Lesson Psalms 1, Text. Gal. 2-14 • 

1. 

Friday Afternoon 

Lesson Matt 2ri, prayer by J. H. Plunk. 
Motion carried that we receive letter from Mt. Olive Church No. 

Motion carried that we release all Cor:::~.mittees appointed to act 
dunng this session 

Motion carried that we extend our thankt~ to the Moderator and 
his Assistant for their wise and impartial rulings during this session. 

A vote of thanks was extended by the entire delegation to the peo
ple of Oak Grove community for their kindness and hospitality shown 
us during our stay with them. 

Motion carried that our next annual session be held with Wolf 
Creek Church and that Rev. Frank Smalley preach the introductorv 
sermon with Rev. 0. C. Keller as his alternate. 

Motion carried that Treasurer turn all money over to the Clerk. 

Motion carried that we pay our Clerk $5 . 00 for his service during 
this session . 

Motion carried that we have 6ll0 M mutes printed. 

~lotion carried that we extend ur thanks to our c ·, rresponding 
Mes:>eugers and their associat:ons. 

Motion carried that we extend our thanks to our Clerk and his 
A t~istant for their service 

Farewell address by Rev J. T. Cole. 
Motion carried to adjourn to meet with Wolf Creek Church on 

Wednesday at 4 o'clock p m. b fore the first Sunday in September 
1923. 

Adjourned with prayer by J. F. ,\lcCall. 
Officers of this Association . 
Rev. G. W. Scott .Tr., Moderator, Graff, ~io., Rev. l\1. B. Clift, 

Assistant )ioderator, Mar~ hfi elJ, Mo ., John S. Hickman, Clerk, Hart· 
ville, Mo., Rev. J. T. Cole, A sst. Ulerk, Norwood, Mo., Rev. Frank 
Smalley,Treasurer, Mansfidd, Mo. 
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Obituary 

Whereas the dark winged messenger of death has visited our homes 
since we last met m our Union Association and has taken from our 
homes those we havt dearly charJ sbE>d; but God's will be done, not ours. 
Our loss is Heaven's gain 

Charley Coble, Amanda Wats, Mag Ussery, Laura Roley, Esther 
Wright, Elizabeth Bramhall, Ann Carder, S1las W bite, Standefer Ellis, 
G. W. Mason. 

Ordained Ministers 

A . J. Barnett ..... .. ............................. Norwood, Mo. 
Roy Preston. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '' ' ' 
Clarence Ussery .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . " '' 
J. F. McCall .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ,, '' 
0. C. Keller ...................................... Cold Springst '' 
E. Uarpenter . ....... ..... ..... ........................ Seymour, '' 
G. W. Scott, Sr......................... . ........... Manes. '' 
B. S. !\1oody ........... .. .......................... . Norwood, '' 
J W. Housely.. . ............... .... .......... ...... '' '' 
A. M. Halford .................................... Mansfield, '' 
J. W. Silvy ............................... . ............. Seymour, ' ' 
L. M Marler .............. . . .... .. . ..... . ...... . .... . Ava, '' 
Frank Smalley ....................................... Mansfield, '' 
J . H. Plunk ......... . . .. . ................ .. .. Mountain Grove, '' 
N. E. Snider ....•......... .. ................ . ......... Upton, " 
A. J. Kelsey .... ~ ....... 0 ° •• 0 o ••••• • o. 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 • • 0 Hartville, '' 
L . .T. Gearing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " " 
J. T. Cole ........................................ Norwood, " 
J. W. Love ........... . .... ....... ....... ......... . 
J. H. Claxton ...... ...... . ..................... Competition, " 
H. M. Cope.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hartville, '• 
Z. W. Williams ..... . . ... .......... .... . ... ...... . ... Cabool, ' ' 
E. N. Delcour ........ ........... .. ... .. . .... . ...... Hartville, " • 
G. W. Scott, Jr. . ... o •• 0 •• 0 • •••• 0 ••• 0 0 • ••••••• • •• 0 • •• Graff, '' 

Visiting Ministers 

William Anderson.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... ..... .. Nor wood, Mo. 

• 

' 
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J. E. Burney, ... . ..... .......... . .... .. ... ....... Hartville, Mo. 
J. E. Seals, ...................................... Mansfield, " 
B. F. Brown, ...... ........ ....... .. .. .. ... ....... Hannon," 

Licentiates 
Wm. Woods, ..... ...... ..... ....... . ..... ......... .. Norwood, '' 
Elbert Barnett,........... . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. .. . " '· " 
Selph J oneR, ...................................... Hartville, '' 

Ordained Deacons 
John Kelley, :'dack Davis, Oscar Yates , S. N. Royster, George 

Mings, W . E Hutsell, H. E. Wtl~on, G. W . Edwards, George Hodge, 
Ruben Levan, U. S. Findley, David Bennett, David Findley, Dow 
Holt, Arthur Hopper, Luther Burke, Sam Maxwell, Rolla Ballard, 
Juhn Maxwell, AI Massey, .T. P. Dennis, Wm. Lakey, Calvin Ryan, 
James Young, John Niukle, L. D. Fletcher, M. H. Long, L.A. Butch
er, A. M. Grogau, Thomas Edwards, H. J. Owens, James Kempton, 
J. A. Kempt, Richard Gosvener, 0. C. Jones, F. Hanna, D. Sisco, 
James Claxton, J. F. Holman, Roy Claxton, Ed Robinett, James Let
terman, Francis Letterman, Ode Garner, L. A. Stauscb, Alfrtd Curtis, 
General Garner , T. J. Corbin, .J. C. McCleary, A. W . Belt, L. J. 
Long, Dee Royster, J . D. Jacksnn, John Marler, Reuben Young, D. 
C. Claxton, Elihu Coday, J. S. Hickman, R. F. Claxton, J. D. Jones, 
Mat Jone~, George F. Ragsdale, Albert Roley, F F. Scott, J. H. 
Maxwell, Joseph Ratterree, Walter Klin~ensmith. 

Delegates 
Lula Hu1sell, John Scott, W. M. Marab, Will Climer, Will Alex· 

:~.nder, Percy Sell, Loyd Silvey, J. E. Cardwell, Ira James, Elmer 
Lindsay, W. D. Young, E. L. Trnster, S. N. Royster, E. N. Caudle, 
Ethyl Hodge, Rheuben Revan, George Hozena, A. Hanna, Frank But
tram, F . .n-1. Perryman, U. B. Austin, Wess Coxen, Bee Murr, Alice 
Robertson, Oma Curtis, Myrle Kelley, Leonard Muse, Jacob Gaddi!l, 
Will Kempt, Elmer ~osvener, Jesse Preston, Alva Raney, Laura 
Smith, Kingsley Findley, Della Findley, Ora Nickle, Lma Young, 
Everett Burke, Otto Hull, Neal Gray, Mose Gray. 

Order of Business 
Convened on Wednesday at 4 o'clock p m. 
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Praise by Congregation. Prayer. 
Clerk calls the Association into Conference, 
Clerk calls the Moderator to the Chair 
Moderator calls for Introductory sermon. 
Enrollment of ministers and deacons. 
Appoint Committee on Credentials. 
Call for letters from churches. 
Call for letters from quarterly meetings. 
Call for petitionary letters. 
Call for report of Committee on Credentials. 

--------

Seat delegates and Clerks and give right -hand of fellewship. 
Call the roll. 
Elect a Moderator and assistant . 
Elect a Treasurer. 
Invite all Christians to a seat in Council. 
Call for Corresponding letters and delegates, 
Seat J&legates 
Read the by-laws. 
Appointment of Committee. 
Call for appeal!! from quarterly meetings. 
Announce preaching each day at 11 o'clock and at night. 
Announce that Uonference will open each day at 8:30 a. m. and 

at. 2:30p.m. 
Call for report of Executive Board. 
Call for Treasurers report. 
Call for report of Corresponding delegates. 
Elect member of Executive Board. 
Miscellaneous business. 
Call for ordaination of Ministers. 
Any pastorless churches. 
Call for Mimsters written reports. 
Call for examination of Mimsters. 
Issue Certificate• of standing. 
Elect an Evangelist. 
Elect Corresponding delegates. 
Elect delegates to State Association 
Report of Committee on obituaries. 

. ' 

• 
\ 

• 
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Report of other committees. 
Number of Minutes to be printed • 
Call for money for minutes. 
Elect some one to deliver farewell address. 
Call for vot& of thanks for Moderator. 
Uall for a vote of thanks fo>: the church and community. 
Select a place for the next annual session. 
Select some one to preach the introductory sermon. 
Final report of Committee on Divine service. 
Discharge all Committees. 
Adjourn with prayer. 

Church Clerks 

11 

Belle Ellis, ........... . ........................ Marshfield, Mo. 
W. T. Robertson, . ..... ..... .... . .... ......... .. .. Bendavil!, " 
Versa Garner, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . St George '' 
Mary Lowery, ........................................ Smittle, " 
John Nickle, ...... ... . .... .... . . . ................. Hartville, " 
M. 0. Shelton ..... . ....... . ..... . ..... . ............ Mansfield, '' 
Ivy McCoy ...................................... Lynchburg, '' 
Pearl Moody,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. Nor wood, '' 
Riley Hutsel, ... - - . .......... - .. ... . ................... Graff, " 
L.A. Stausch, ................................. . ..... Niangua, '' 
Albert Roley, . . ........................••.. 4 •••••• Seymour, '' 
Ezra E V et~tal, . . . . .. ... ..... ... . ...... ....... (;rove Spring, '' 
Earl Royster, 0 0 •• 0 0 •• 0 0 •• •••••• • ••••••• • ••••• 0 o Competition, '' 
Myrtle Beck, . .... . ........................... . . ...... . Ava, '' 
J. A. Young, ..... . 0 •• 0 0 • • 0 •• •• 4 •• 0 0 0 •••• 0 0 •• •••• • Hartville, ' ' 
Vick Murrell, .. . ........ 0 0. 0 ••• 0. 0. 0 ..... .. ..... . 0 0. Seymour, " 
Mora Weaver, ............... .. .............. - . . Grove Spring, " 
J. H. Findley, ..................................... Macomb, ' ' 
Aza Long, ....................................... Norwood, '' 
Effie Denton, ............ 0 ••••••••••• 0 0 0 •• • •••• o. 0 0 Huggins, '' 
A. ~.Belt, ... . ........ ............ .. - -. . ......... Hartville, " 
EulaShudy, .... . .......................... ... .. Cold Spring,'' 
Elizabeth Kempt, .... .. . ... ... ... .................. Norwood: " 
Ora Kelley, ..... ... ......... 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• Hartville, fl' 
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Minnie Burk, ...................................... Nor wood, '' 

By-laws • 
1.-The Clerk or assistant Clerk, and in their absence the senior 

Minister in years shall call the association mto Conference, and if a 
quorum be present the Moderator or in hts absence the assistant shall 
take charge; a.nd if neither are }Jresent, then the senior Minister m 
years shall act as Moderator. 

2-All persons declared by Committee on Credentials to be duly 
entitled to seat in this association and accepted by this body, are here
by made full members of this association. 

3-Five members from two or more churches shall constitute a 
quorum for tho transaction of business, a less number shall adjourn un· 
til that number is present. 

4-Each meeting shall be opened by reading a portion of tbe Bible 
and prayer and closed by prayer. 

5-All christians shall be entitled to a ses.t in counml, and may 
t:1ke part in all discussions, but members only, shall be allowed to vote. 

6-Any ruling of the Moderator may be overruled by a two thirds 
majority of all members voting. 

7-This Association shall sit with open doors except when it. shall 
go into a committee as a whole. 

B-It shall be the duty of the members of this Association to be 
present at the time appointed for each meeting, and any one wishing to 
retire shall first obtain the leave of the Moderator. 

9-All business, except routine, shall be brought before th1s body 
Ly committees; but should any committee refuse or fail to present to 
this body any business given to it by any member of this Association 
then such busmess may be presented to this body by any member but 
cannot be discussed unle10s by a vote of this body. 

10-All resolutions and reports shall bear the names of all memben 
of the committee who favor them, and if such names be not a majority 
of all members of such committee, then the Clerk shall not read such 
re11olution or report. 

11-The Moderator shall not allow discussions when not carri.ed 
on in a christian spirit or when he thinks it will lead to discord and 
division. 

12-Any one desiring to speak shall rise to his feet and address 
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the Moderator by the appellatioc, "brother Moderator" but shall not 
speak further until recognized by the Moderator. 

13-N o member of this Association shall be allowed to speak more 
than ten minutes, or twlCe on the same subject without permission of 
cf the Association. 

14-N o one shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he depart 
from the subject under discussion, or uses words that cast reflectwns 
upon the denomination of one or more of its members. 

15-This Association may correspond by messenger or otherwise 
with other religou!l bodies. 

16-Any one violating these bylaws shall be subject to a. public 
reprimand by the ML derator 

17-A majority of all votes cast shall be final upon all subjects, 
except to amend the constitution a~1d bylaws or overrul~ the Moderator, 
then it shall require a two-thuds majority. 

18-These bylaws may be altered or amended at any regular ses
sion of th ; s Association. 

Constitution· 
From long experience we the Free W1ll Baptist Quarterly Meet

mgs and Churches are convin t e .. of th e necessity of combination of 
Quarterly Meeting<! and Churches to perpetuate our union and com
munion umong us and to preserve and maintain a correspondence 
among each other in our union, therefore, we propose to ma.intain and 
keep the orders and rules of· our Association acc0rding to the following 
plan and form of government: 

Article 1. This Association shall be called The Union Associa
tion of Free \ ' ill Baptists, and shall be composed of such well regulat
ed F1ee Will Baptltlt Quarterly Meetings and Churches as may embody 
themselves under thil:l Constitution. 

2. The acting members of the conference of this Association 
shall be two delegate from each church, chosen by the members of 
thE:ir n spective churches, while in conference, together with all minis
ter:-~, deacons and church clerk!\ belonging to any church composing this 
body; also three members from each Quarterly .Meeting under the 
AssoClation, t..ro to be chosen by each Quater! y MeeLing and the other 
shall be the Permanent Clerk of the Quarterly Meeting. 

3. The officers of this Association shall be a Moderator and an 
Assistant Moderator, who shall be elected annually, and bold their 
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office until their succe~:;sor shall be elected; a permanent Clerk who 
shall be TreasurL r and shall superintend the printing of minutes; an 
Executive Board of five mer:1bers whose duties sh illl be to transact all 
busme8s of this Association when this body !s not in session, and whose 
term of offiice shall be as follows: One for one year, one for two years, 
one for three years, one for four years, one for five years; and at ex
piration of each of these terms, one is to be elected for a term of five 
years and wbo shall bold their office until their successors are elected. 
And fUither , if any vacancies occur between sessions of the Association 
the Board shall fill such vacancy or vacancies until the next session of 
the Ass'lciation; all of whom shall perform such duties a~ usually de
volve upon such officers. 

4. Any regularly organized Free Will Baptisp Quartesly Meeting 
or church maintaining Gospel order, agreeing with the denomination in 
doctrine and practices in favor of the benevolent enterprises, as Sabbath 
schools, missons, teruperance and education, may be received into this 
Associ~tion by presenting a petitiOn asking to be received, anJ by a 
vote of this Association, when sucL vote shall be decided by a majority 
of all votes cast. 

5. Th1s Association shall have power to discipline its Quarterly 
Meetings and churches, exclude them for disorderly walk, tf labor 
proves unsuccessful; to ordain deacons to license or ordain ministers , 
such as give evidence of being qualified and called of God, b.v reque&t 
of the church to which such persons belong; to settle such questions of 
dicipline and doctrine as the Quarterly Meetings of churches may refer 
them; to make any rules or by laws necessary to its regulation and not 
inconsistent with its constitution; but in no case shall this Association 
reverse a decision of its Quarterly Meetings or in any way interfere 
with its internal regulations, nor hold any acclesiastical power over the 
Q11arte.rly Meetmgs or churches composing this Association. 

6. The sessions of this Association shall be held with only such 
churbes that call for it by a vote of the church while in conf .Jrence, and 
when two or more churches make such request for the same session, it 
shall be decided by a vote, and the majority of all votes cast shall be 
final. 

7. The session ot' the Association shall convene annually at 3 
o'clock p. m. on Thurday on or about the first full moon in September 

• 
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or October, as this body may choose, at which time it shall be the duty 
of the Quarterly Y. eetings and churches compnsing this Association to 
represent themselves by delegates, and send written reports. 'l'he 
Quarterly Meetings are to report their spintual standing, benevolent 
work, ministers licensed or ordained, and appeal 1f any have been taken 
The churches are to report their spiritual standing benevolent work, 
names and addresses of their~mimsters &.nd clerk!!, the names of their 
dea<lons meeting days and statistiCs; a t whi::h time the Association shall 
act upon such questions and topws ac~ may be referred to them through 
their Cornmittees; and transact such other business, not repugnant to 
thi!J constitution nor to the usages nf thl3 denom.inaton, as in their judg
ment may promote the cause of Christ and the interests of the Quarter
ly Meeting and churches within the limits of this Association. 

8. It i1:1 the duty of this Association to prov1de for the general 
union of the churches to point out their interests and -aid them in secur· 
ing pastori!, to put out E vaugel ists and other ministers in places where 
the Gospel is most needed, and require a written annual report of each 
minister belonging to this Association. 

9. This constitution may be altered or amended by a two thirds 
majority of all mem hers votin !_; at any regular se.;sion of this ~ssocia

tion, when written noticA setting forth the exact intended alterations 
or amendments hav e uee u given at the previons regular .;ession. 

Freewill Baptist Church Covenant 

Having given ourselves to God by faith in Chnst and adopted the 
Word of God a our rule of faith and practice, we now give ourselves 
to one another by the will of God in this solemn covenant. We prom
ise by His grace to Jove and obey H1m in all thing·s, ~o avoid alt appear
ance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy con
formity to the world, from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicat· 
ing beverages, and "to provide things honest in the sight of all men.'' 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference to 
the study of the scriptures, secret prayer, family devotion, and social 
worship; and by ~elf-denial, faith and good w )rks endeavor to "grow 
m grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Crist." We will 
not forget the assembling of ourselves together for church conferences, 
public worship and the ebservance of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor 
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fail to pay according to our ability for the support of the church, of 
its poor and all its benevolent work. We agree to accept Chnstian 
admonition and reproff with meekness, and to watch over one another 
in love, endeavoring to ''keep the unity of the Spirit" in the bond of 
peace, to be careful of one another's happiness and reput'l.tion, and seek 
to strengthen the week, encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring, 
and as far as able, promote the success of the church and of the Gospel. 
We w.ll everywhere hold Christian principles sacred and Chnstian 
obligations and enterprises supreme; count.ing it our chief business in 
life to extend the influence of Uhrist in society, constantly praying and 
toiling that the Kingdom of God may come, and His will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educatiQnal and 
denominational enterprises, the support of missions, the success of 
Sabbath Schools and enngehstic efforts for the salvation of souls and 
the conversion of the world. And may the God of peace .sanctify us 
wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Freewill Baptist Articles Of Faith 

1. The Bible. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
were given by inspiration of God and are our infallible rule of faith 
and practiCe. 

2. God. There is one living and true God, revealed in nature as 
the Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governox of the umverse, and 
in the Scnptures as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, yet as one God, in
finitely wise and good, whom all intelligent creatures ar~ supremely to 
love, adore and obey. 

3. Christ. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine 
nature truly God in His human nature truly man. The Mediator be
tween God and man, once crucified, He is now risen and glorified and 
is our ever present Savwr and Lord. 

4. The Holy Spirit. The Scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit all 
attributes of God. He is the reprover, comforter, guide and sanctifier 
of men. 

5. The Government of God. God exercises a wise and benevolent 
providence over all being!! and all things by maintaining the constitu-
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tion and laws of nature. He also performs special acts of grace, not 
otherwise provided for, as the highest welfare of man requires. 

6. The Sinfuluess of Man. Man was created innocent but by dis· 
obedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. His posterity 
therefore inBerited a fallen nature of such tendenCies that all who come 
to years of accountability sin, and become guilty before God. 

7. The Work of Christ. The Son of God by His incarnation, 
life, sufferings, death and resurrection effected for all a redemption from 
sin that is full and free and is the ground of Salvation by faith. 

8. The Terms of Salvation. The conditions of salvation are: 
I. Repentance of sincere sorrow for sin and hearty renunciation of it. 
2. Faith or the unreserved committal of one's self to Christ as Saviour 
and Lord with purpoRe to love and obey Him in all things. In the ex· 
ercise of saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from 
the dominion of sin and become!! a child of God. 3. Continuance in 
faith and obedience until death. 

9. ElectiOn. God determined from the beginning to save all who 
should comply with the conditions of salvation. Hence by faith in 
Christ men become Hi.s elect. 

10. Freedom of the will. The human will is free and self-con· 
trolled, having power to yield to the mfluences of the truth and the 
Spirit, or to resist them and perish. 

11. Salvation Free. God desiris the salvation of all, the Gad m· 
vites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever will may eome 
and take of the water of life freely. 

12. Perseverance. All believers in Christ, who through grace 
persevere in holiness to the end of life, have promise of eternal sal· 
vation. 

13. Go8pel Ordinances, Baptism, or immersion of believers in 
water, and the Lord's Supper, are ordinances to be perpetuated under 
the Gospel. Feet Washing, an ordinance teaching humility, of univer
sal obligation, and to be administered to all true believers. 

14. The Christ1an Sabbath. The divine law requires that one 
day in seven be set apart from secular employment and amusements, 
for re;,t, worship, holy works and activities, and for personal commun· 
ion w1th God. 

15. Resurrection, Judgment and Final Retribution. The Script 
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ures teach the resurrection of all men at the last day. They that have 
done good will come forth to the resurrection life, and they that have 
done ill unto the resurrection of Judgment; then the wicked will "go 
away into eternal punishment but tbe righteous into eternal life ." 
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Statistical Table of Churches 
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l'lec.sant Grove ........... . ............... .. .......... .. 51 $1.00 2 
R ock Springs ... .............. .............. ............. 1.00 
Mt. Olive, No. 2 ··········-· ············ ·-· ········ · 24 1.00 3 
Hartville .......................................... ............. 54 1. 00 1 1 
Wolf Creek ····-····· ··········· ······-······· ·········· 57 2.00 2 1 
Pllilasant Rtdge, No. 2 ............... ............ 31 1.25 4 8 2 
Union Grove, No. 1 .... ............ .......... ... 38 2 5 
Union Chapel .. ........................... ............. 116 1.50 2 7 4 2 
Niangua .. ········-······------- ----------------- ............. 104 1.50 4 3 2 
Harmony ......... ...... ............. ················-·····-· 40 2.00 2 2 
Mt. Zion . ............. -···· ·························· ········· 102 4 6 6 
Happy Hill ..................... ......... .......... ...... .. .. 40 2 2 
Turkey Creek ..... .......................... ............. 1.50 
Pleas~nt Hill ................. .......................... 148 1.50 
Lone Star ---··· ···· ········-··-· · ··························· 30 1.65 
Little Vine ....... .............. .......................... .. 27 1.00 3 
Ple~sant Ridge ....... ........ ........... ... .......... 5 3 1.00 
No . 1.. ··············· ............. ············ .............. 44 1.00 1 
Oak Grove .... ·· ············· ........ ... .............. 208 5.00 24 21 5 1 
Mt. Zion No. 2 ............................. .............. 90 1.50 2 7 1 2 
Clever Creek Union ·-··············-··········· ... 79 1 8 
Union Grove No. 2 .................... ............. 52 1 50 2 

# 

.Mt Olive Church No . 1 ............... .. ... ... 65 4 2 4 2 1 
Stony Point Union .......... .. . .................... 39 1.50 23 16 1 

I New Bethel -· .......................................... .. . 25 1.00 6 
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