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PROCEEDINGS 

Union Association of Free Will Baptists, met with the Big 
Creek Church near Yukon, Texas Co. Mo., being the Fortieth 
Annual Session, at 4 o'clock, P.M., August 30, 1939. 

House was called to order by the Moderator, and prayer 
by Elder Clarence Ussery. 

Moderator called for Introductory Sermon, which was de
livered by Elder L. T. Koch. Subject - 11We are laborors to
gether with God." Brother Koch brought a wonderful message. 
After Christian hand shake the Moderator took charge. 

Call for registration of Ministers, Ministers' Wives, 
Deacons and Church Clerks, names will appear elsewhere. 

T emporat•y Committee appointed on Di vine Service as follows: 
De:tcons - Walter Sheets, Ed Fagan, L. D. Fletcher and Virgil Bandy. 

Temporat·y Committee appo inted on credentials as follows: 
Eltlers -C iat'erl ce Usset·y, Oliver Letterm a n a nd L. T. Koch. 

Ca.ll Church lette t·s an d instructed them to hand them to the cre
dential committee . 

. \djout·ned with pntye t· by Eldet· Oliver Letterman, until eight 
tltit·ty o'clock Thursday morning. 

·wednesday 1'-l ight Divine ~ervice 
Singing by Big Creek class. 
Scripture Lesson, part of 3rd Chapter of Romans. 
Prayer by Sister Alice Burney ann Elder L. J. Gearing. 
Scripture Subject: "Therefore being justified by Faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." Stand fi
lled by Elders Oliver Letterman and L. J. Gearing, both brought 
heart reaching messages, after christian hand shake, dissmissed 
by Sister Emma Pryor. 

Thursday Morning Session 
Convened at eight-thirty o'clock. Called together by 

Moderator. Praise by Congregation. 
Scripture Lesson 116th chapter of {>salms. 
Prayer by Moderator. 

l<, ir st l!!l.ll fnt· t•eport o f credential committee reported favorable on 
the iolJn,vi n!{ chut·..:ltes: Wi ll oiV Spt•iugs, Oak Grove, Wl'ight Co. , Pleas
:Lnt Ridze, Breeden , Mt Olive No.1 , Union, Wolf Creek, Providence, 
~it. Zion No.1, P leasant Grove, New Ho~e, Mtn. Valley, Pleasant Home 
and Union Chapel No.l. 

:Vl otion c ·uTi ed t·eport be adopted, delegates given right hand of 
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fe ll owsh ip :J.au .; ~J.~,j:J in tha ..: Htfecen0e. Delegates registered names 
will be found elsewh er e . 

Sis tee ~mma. t'r_yor· wa.s appo inted Assistant , ' le ; k . 
Call for letter·s from Qu <trter·l y :vr eeti ngs 
L etter r·e·td ft·nm W l'ight County Qu<trtel' ly .'vT eet i ng with Br·other 

Eldon Geari n g as delegate . Letter· r ead from Doug! as County Quarterly 
Meet in g, i!:lder·s Oliv~r· Le ttertn<tn <tad 0. C. Keller·, delegates . 

Mot ion canied both q uat·tet·l.v meetings be r·ecei Hd, and delegates 
seated in conference, Call for Petitioue r·y letters . None r·eported. 

Ro ll Ca ll. 

ELECTION OF OFF ICERS 
.VIodet·ator .. . ........ .... . Elder· Geo . \V. Scott 

Assistant Moderator............. " Claud J. Smith 
All Curist i ans invitP.d to seat in Council. 

By Laws read by Assistant Clet·k 
Call for• corresponding let te r's <tnd delegates. None reported 

APP OINT M ENT OF CO MM ITTEE 
Business-Elder·s J. E. BurnPy, H . B. f:mith, L. J . Gearing. Veri 

T a t e and Jason Johnston. 
Obituary - Elders Herbert Vandivort. fiowat·d Barr·, and 

A. A. Hogue. 
Temperance --Elders .Tohn Oxley , GPo . W. Seott and Wm. ~lishlt>r • 

League - Elders C lifton Hani son . Otho r. Icnm Hn<l P.r(lli >H Eldon 
Gearing. 

Sunday School - Sisters Della ~'inrlley, A lice Tiurney , li1.1Ttle 
Han ·ison, Jane Butcher <tnd Bertie .\1' hl e r·. 

Observance of the S a bbath- Elders N. E. Sn) ller·, r-1 osp Johnson 
and H. T . Edwat•ds . 

~ tate of Religion -Eide r·s Claud J. Smith. J. K Smith, Oliver 
L etterman, N. E. Snyder ttnd C l<tr·ence u~ser·y . 

Temporary Uommittee ou creden tia ls aud Di1·rne Sr·r1· ice were 
made permanent. 

S econd call for report of credrntial cnmmitlt'f-. Reporlecl frtvor
able on the fnll01dn!f churches, Big- Cr·et'l<. i t. Pisgah. !linun t ain Gr•<> ve 
Tyrone, Mt.Zion . N•'· 2.0ak Gr·o ve'J' rx<ts r'nunty. Fr .x Cr·pel<. Un ion 
Ch ape l No.2 <tnd l' lea.satH Hill. 

Motion ca r ried re]JOr L !.e adopttc'd a ncl dE> leg a It ~ ;e a teci in cc•n!r r c r r r 

Thursday Eleven O' clock Divi ne Service 
Singing led by Elder A. A. Hogue 
Prayer by Elder H . T . Ma>sey and Veri Tate. 
Scripture Lesson from 2nd 'ihapter of 2nd Timothy . 

Subject : We press toward the mark for the prize of the high call
ing of God in Jesus Christ. Message brou!!'ht by Elder Harry 
Beatty of Cave Springs Association and Elder Veri Tate, which 
was rousing spiritual messages. Gods power seemed to be mani_ 
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among all his children present. After Christian hand shake and 
rejoicing, dismissed for the noon hour by Elder L. T. Koch. 

T hursday Afternoon Session 
Called together by Assistant Moderator, Claud J. Smith 
Singing by Big Creek Class, "I Dreamed I Searched Hea

ven For Y\1 u. Scripture lesson, part of the 14th Chapter of St. 
John. Prayer by Elder J. E. Burney. 

'fbi rd call for report of credenLi al comnlittee. Reported favorable 
on the following churches; Pleasaut Ridge No.2, Rock Springs, Pleas
ant S prings, Pl easant Home and Brushy Knob . 

"'otion ca.r·r·ied r·epurt be adopLed and dele~ates seated in council. 
Second call for cone~pnnding letter·s and delegates . Clerk read 

lette1· from Ca ve Spring-s Association of Fr·ee Will Baptist. 
Motion ca.nied we receive the letter, inYite the delegates to seat in 

~•)tmcil tLnd give them the right hand of fellowship. Delegates names 
wer·e r·e!l'i~ter·ed as follow: Elde1· Ban·~· Beatty and wife, Lucille Beatt~·, 
I leacons C. W. Cr·ewse and W. E. Cr·ewse together with Deacon Pruitt 
Cansler· from New Harmony Church in Dallas County . We were glad 
to have them with us and invite them back to the 1940 session. 

Call for· 1·epo1·t of Executive Board and pa.ssed for the present time. 
Re:Lsnn- The i\Ioder·ater Gen. W,Scott, Jr was called to preach a 
fu1wrnal and had this repor·t in his possession. 

C·Lil fnr· Tr·easueer repor·t. MoLion carried it be adopted as follows 

\Ioney nn hand :<t close of last Association $35.14 
'-,ppt. lU. 1938, to :'>1. S. Glenn in part for· Petg. Minutes --.:$_1_5'--.0_0 __ 

Balance on hand $20.14 
Pnstatte, StaLinnery ann other expen~es 2.00 
l> alanc~> $18.14 
To Sci f. cler·ical wor ·k by or·der of Executive Board 5.00 

Balance $13.14 
Bal:wce for· :'.linutes to l\J. S, Gl enn, Oct. 2i, 1939 9.00 

Balance on hand $4.14 
!\lotion Cal'l·ied Tr ·ea~unrbe paid for clerical work 4.14 

.00 

At this t.ime t·ules IH'l'C suspended and delegates electPd to Cape 
Spt·ing-s r\ssociation l940meet.ing as fcd lows: Elders L. T. Koch, L. J. 
Gear·ing, OliveeLette1man, H.Tlvlassey, Geo.W.Scott,Jr., Jas.E. 
Bur·ney, Det<con Henderson, vVilson. and Cler·k John N . Pryor . 

C all fnt· Plection nf m<·mher nf Executive Boar·d. Elder Claud J. 
Smith, ee -elect.ed fot· five years. 

Eldet· Clat·ence Ussery elPctrd member· of ExEClltivr Board for the 
un expit·ed term of Elder Walter· E. George . 

Call for report of corre>ponding del~>gatcs . Eloer Gro . vV. ~cott, 
Jr . r·Ppo rted on r,Jissouri Association of Gentral Baptists as follows: 
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I was at this Associ:..tion one day and night, was received and giv· 
Pn seat in council. I find a good spirit existing among these people. 
They elected deleg-ates to our Association I a I so find these people hum 
ble and still pt·eaching- Christ and him crucifiPd . Anyone of us who can 
go to this Association will be glad they went. 

Report of Eldet· Geo. W. Scott, Jt·. on the Cave Springs Associ
ation of Free Will Baptist as follows: 

I went to the Cave Spdn~s Association, Elders C.: has. E. Burney 
and Bro .. John N. Pryor wer·e with me. We found" fine g-roup of people, 
was receil•ed and l!iven a seat in the council. They have about twenty 
chut·ches in the Association. On Ft·id}1~·, they had twenty ministers pre-. 
sent. One new church was received. They seemed g·lad to have ua with 
them and elected a delegation to out· As!>ociatic,u, and invited us back 
to their 1940 meeting-. 

Miscellaneous business called for Clerk read lettet• from Elder 
John G. Koch, from Long Lane, Dallas Co unty, and we were very sorry 
to heat• that Bt·o Koch is ve y sick with blood pnision. I<'ree will offer
ing- was taken of $20.00. same was sent to Hrothet· Koch hy Brother Pru
it 0 ~ns let·, and t:l<lt'k iustructeJ tu IVI'ite lettet· for Association. 

Clet·K made t•epot·t on letter he 1 eceived from Eld~et· Walter E. 
Gent·ge ft· om Los Angles, California . He pnclosed 11'2 fnr the benefit of 
the Assoc;a.tion. He and family send th ~> ir hPst t·eg-arcls to the Associ
ation. C.:le rk instructed to write letter· ior· tl te A~~· <·illtion to Br0thet· 
George and family. 

Motion carried that the Assncia t inn stancl it. m .t mit111\P silent 
prayer forElde!'Koch and frtmily, and Eltlet· Geot·g'e and family, which 
was done . . \1inutes read n.nd a[Jpl'ov ed up to this ti~<'. 

Recess taken until Ei .!!' ht-tliil·ty o'cl0 el; Friclay mnr•ninl!. 
Closing- pr·ayer by Eldet· 11. T. l~dwat·ds . 

Thursday 1\J ight Divine Service 
~inging by Big Creek class. 
Free will offering taken for Elder T. H. Massey. $3.82-
Prayer by Elder Arthur Rich and Sister Emma Pryor. 
Scripture lesson from 13th chapter of 1st Cor. Elder H. 

Edwards and Elder .::laud J. Smith brought wonderful messages 
on love. God's spirit was felt and in the he:uts of all His peo
ple. After Christian hand shake, stood adjourned until eight 
thirty o'clock Friday morning. 

Friday Vlornir.g :' ession 
Called together by Moderator. 
Praise by congregation. Scripture lE>s on 4th chapter of 

1st Thess read by Moderator. 
Prayer by Deacon Owen Saladine. 
Fourth call for report of credential committee reported fa· 

vorabls on the following churches: Faith, Hope, Merritt and 
No. 1. Motion carried report be adopted and delegates seated 
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in conference. 
Call for Ordination of Ministers. None. 
Call for Pastorless churches. None reported. 
Second call for report of Executive board. Report read 

and motion carried it be adopted as follows: 
Report of Executive Board of Union Association. T1.e 

board met Nov. 3, 1938 and organized with Elder Claud Smith,. 
• Dres., Elder Homer Smith, Vice Pres., Elder 0. L. Allen, Sec., 

Elders Walter E. George and Oliver Letterman Members. Gn the 
same date the board discussed the matter of No. 3 Quarterly 
meeting and Niangua church uniting with or forming a new As
sociation in as much as their actions were not in harmony with 
the teachings of the Free Will Baptist Treatise. Both bodies no
tified of the action Nov. 12, 1938. 

Financial Report 
Ba.lance C<LI't·ied fot·wat·rl Sept. 1. 1938 
l£xpenditures endin!! Sept. 1, 19.3fl 
l3a.bnce on band 

Claud .J, Smith Pt·esident 
Vice ,, 

Olivet· Lettet·man Member 
H . B. Smith " 

$ 85 
None 
.85 

0. L AllPn Secretary 
Ca.ll for mtnistel's wt·itten report, same as given to clerk, which 

will be found in table of Stati&tical Report. 
Cal l fnt· election of Eva.ugelist. None elected. 
l!;lection of conesponding dPlegates. 
'l'o Laclede Coun ty A~sociat. ion: Rldet· .J. E. Burney and Deacon 

Walter Sheets . 
To Little Vtne Assolliation of Gen. Baptists: 

Cla.rence Ussery and Otho Means. 
To ~li~soul'i A,~ociation of Gen. Bapti8ts: Eldel's G. W. Scott, 

St·., Jason .Johnson. II. B. Smith , H. 1'. Massey. Deacons Henderson 
Wilson, John H Hickman. H . H. Bowden. 

To Niangua Ass<~ciation of Gen. Rnptists: E lders N. E. Snyder 
and Geo. W . Scott, .Tt·. 

To Social Band Association of Free Will Baptists: Elders Jas 
E. Burney and G. W. Scntt , Jt· . 

Motion carded we httve 1000 minutes ])l'inted. Call for minute 
money, whch was paid to the Treasurer by different churches. 

Call for repot·t of LeagnP Commi ttce 1 fa c1 and not i r n Cb 1 ti f c1 be 
adopted as follows: VIe, your committee on League, sincerely urge that 
all pastors of out' churches try to maintain a league in each church and 
that all christians assist hi'Jl in his efforts. We also recommend that all 
League Officers must be chl'istains, since th e Leallue is one of the most 
irnpoPtant auxilel'ies of the church. 

" COM\IITTEE 
C. R. Harrison Eldon Gearing Otho Means 

Call for report on Observance of the Sabbath . R eport read and 
motion carried to adopt as follows: We feel that there is a great lack 
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of proper Observance of the S a.bbatb, the1·efot·e we recommeull tllat each 
minister insist on a strict Observance of th e L01·d's IJay, by all om· 
people attending Church and Sunday School instead of going to ball 
games, picture shows or othet· worldly amusements . 

COMMITTEE 
N. E. Snyder Mose Johnson H. T . Edwards • 

Wolf Creek Church selected fo1· 1940 session of Association, 6 mil e 
north of Mansfield , 6 miles south of Hartville. 1 mile east of Highway 5. 
Ora Keller to preach lntt·oductot·y Se1·mon, E ld Clau •l J Smith, Alternate. 

Recess taken until one-thirty o'c locl; l-'. M. Dissmissetlwith pray er 
by Elder H . '1'. Massey. 

Friday Eleven O 'clock Divine Service 
Singing by Big Creek clas8. 
Prayer by Elder Geo. W. Scott, Sr., and Deacon Homer 

Vandivort. Scripture lesson, part of 24th chapter of Matthew. 
Elder Homer Smith brought a wonderful spiritual m~ssage on 
the subject: What think ye of Christ? And glad to report one 
soul responded and 2ave his heart to Christ. Great rejoicing 
among God's people. Dismissed for noon hour. 

Friday Afternoon Session 
Called together by Moderator. 
Singing by Elders 0 . C. Keller and H. T. Massey, 
Prayer by Bro. Earl Barnett. 
Call for report of Business Committee. Report read and 

motion carried that report be adopted as follows: Item No.1: 
We, your business committee, after careful consideration, ask 
that the request of Big Creek Church for the Ordination of Bro. 
Cornealison be deferred at this time for further consideration. 

COMMITTEE:-J. E. Burney, H. B. Smith, 
L. J. Gearing, J. H. Johnston, Veri Tate. 

Fifth and last call for report of credential committee. No repm·t. 
Call for report of Obituary Commiuee. Report read, motion cal·

ried It be adopted as follows: Whereas it has pleased ou1· Heavenly Fa
ther to call from Labor to Reward since last Associati on thP following 
named members: 

Deacon Elias Sillings from Breeden church 
" William Lakey from ·wolf Creek church 
" Esta Ellis f ~om Oa.k Gt·ove church, Texas Co. 
" Carol J. Jones from Mt. Olive No.2 on Elk Cree-k 

Brother H. M. Brazeal from W olf Creek chUI·ch 
Sister Vina Helsley from Wolf Creek church 

" Rosa Micham from Willow Springs church 
" Ellen Cl ark from Mt. Olive chnrcb (Odin) 
" G . H . Wood from Providence church 
" Vesta Hutsell from Union Chapel church (Graff) 
" Sopha Gearing from Mountain Grove church 
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Lilla Youn g ft·om Pleasant Hill church 
Brother· Matt Sanders from Mountain Valley church 

While we will greatly miss their· presence here but will be Hea
ven's gain, th ey will g r·eatly illuminate our Heav<'nly Home. 

COMMITTEE 
., Her·ber·t Vandivm·t A. A. Hogue Howard Ba.n 

Call for Report on Sunday School Committee. Report read, motion 
cart'ied be adopted as follows: We. your· committee on Sunday School, 
repot·t as follows: We recommend the Bible King James Version, useri 
and alI otlicers tLnd teachers be ch r·i sti aDs. We also urge parents to at 
tend Sunday School with theit· childt·en and try to get others to attend
and all put forth a greater· effort to have year· around Sunday School. 

C0\1MITTEE 
Del hL F ind ley A lice Burney Myrtle Harrison 

Jane Butcher Bertie Mishler 

Call for· report of Temper·ance Committee. Report read. Motion 
cael'ied that repot·t he adopted as follows: We, your committee on 
Tdml)et·ance, aftet· cat·efully considering the evil effect intemperance bas 
bt•ought to the human family, we wish to submit the following report. 
Tneu seein~ the awful destr·uction of both life and proper·ty, with the dis
tress snt'fel'ing and poverty th at has followed the legalizing of the sale 
and use of intoxicating bever·ages. We most earnestly recommend that 

we as a chr·istia.n hody, abstain from the sale and use of this tl'rrible evil 
a.nd als l <LS much >LS possible refrain ft•om patronizing such places of 
bu;ineo;.; 0iferin~ for· sale intoxicating beverages, and by so doing we 
hope to close such places which are inticing our boys and girls to drink 
this damnable poison. And we further· recommend that we should ab· 
st:Li n fr·om all appearance of evil such as theaters, picture shows and 
S •tnday hase-hall games, that will lead us away from Christ, and de
str'O.I' nut· chr•istia.n infi ; ence. And that we take a firm stand against 
t:le>e evils hy teachin~on1· people that such s inful amusements are draw
ing thP uns ,Lved people away ft·om the chni'C'h and it's services. 

COMMITTEE 
G. W. Scott. Sr·. John W. Oxley William Mishler 

Call for· Peport of ,;nrnmittee <>n State of Religon. Report read. 
Motion C<Lrt'ied that rt he adorte<l as follows: We, your committee on 
the State of Relig-ion, submit the following-. We believe that our peo
ultl :L ·~ n L J i fe.;tin~ a dtlepet· inte . est towat·d God, and a g1•eater love for 
each other·. Although we finrl that some of our people are slack in ob
ser·vance of tire 01·tl in <Lnce aud keeping tbe commandments. We believe 
t lrat .>lll' min iitel''l ·~1·e stan<ling- fo1· the pl'inciples of Doctrine of Christ. 

:vtt. Pisgah church 1ecommends Hr<). Albert Judkins ,.r Tarkio, At
chi son County, fo1· l icen sP, ~1 oti on C\:1l'l'ied that Bro .• Judkins be given 
license for one .I' PfLI' wb ich was done. 

Yfotion cal'l'iPCl that the .\ssociation !rive a ~ote of thanks to Big 
Creek church and community for theil· kindness in taking care of the 
Association while with them. 

Big Creek cltut·ch g<Lve vote of thanks to the Association for meet
ing with them. 

Vote of thanks g-iven Mode1·ato r , Assistant Moderator and Clerk 
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for theit• fait·oess aou services . 
At this time Free Will Offering· was thl<en f<>~ tLe benE-fit of the 

Merri~t Church. Amomot $5.01. 
Treasurers report at the close of the Association 

Money collected from different churches $39.48 
From Elder W . E. George 2 00 

Total $41.46 
All C0mmitte1's di~charged 
We are glad to report friendly spil'it an d cht·istian fellowship 

existed throughout the whole session. Motion carried stand ajourned 
to meet with Wolf Ct·eek Church , Au gust 28, 1!.'40. 

Closing prayet· by Brother Vit·gi I Bandy. 

Geo. W. Scott , Jt·., Mtn Gro ve. Mo. Moderator 
Claude J. Smith. Macomb, !11 o. , Assistant Moderato r 
John N. Pryor, Hartville, Mo ., Clerk 
Emma Pryor, " " Assistant Clerk 

DEACO~~· s 

H. H. Bowden H. E. Wilson Elza Edwards W. T . Currv 
John H. Hickman J. A. Dean Riley Hutsell A. L. Massey 
Ernest Hutsell T. E. Dobbyns Ed Fagan Walter Sheets 
Virge! Bandy Fran Bandy L. D. Fletcher J. P. DriskPll 

D. J . Altis Dale Kiser John Bates 

CHURCH CLERKS 
Myrtle Jones Ester Sheets Mrs. H. Coffman 

Luther Curry Hazel Altis Edna Ellis Eva Dobbyns 
Cinda Kempt Ellen Gentry Ester Eurris Chas Burris 

Chas. Neal Emma Pryor Francis Dean 

MINISTERS WIVES 

.. 

Aliee Burney Myrtle Harrison Golda Tate Bertie Mishler ~ 
t'assie Branstetter Mrs. W. L. Cornelison 
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DELEGATES 

Wm. Ballard F. A. Mitchen Earl Barnett Owen ~aladine 
Tom Boyer Walter Lund L. 0. Letterman Ernest Wood 
Evert Wood Earl Carter Clifford Clingensmith Della Findley 
Jane Butcher Carman McKinney Jesaie Barker Inez Curry 
G. H. Coffman Ester Sheets Erna Sheets Anna Mitchell 
Vivian Plunk Clyde Montgomery John Oxley Frank Coday 
Myrtle Coday Claud McCoy Grace Hutsell E. H. Freeman 
Ava Freeman Lizzie Giles, Phenie Po boy Sherman Gray 

MINISTERS 

L. J. Gearing, Mtn. Grove John Oxley, Cabool 
H. M. Cope, " " Otho Means, " 
C. R. Harrison, " " Herbert Vandivort, " 
Geo W. Scott, Sr. " " H. G. Barr, " 
Geo W. Scott, Jr. " 

,, Preston Branstetter, " 
Mose Johnson " " Virgile Miller, " 
H. T Edwards " " W. E. Crain, " 
Clarence Ussery, Norwood W. L. Cornelison, " 
ti. B. Smith, " Rural Parker, ,, 

Wm Mishler, " Chas. E. Burney , Hartville 
0. G. Keller, " L. T. Koch, Bucyrus 
Oliver Letterman, Ava, R 3 Veri Tate, Graff 
A. A. Hogue, Tarkio J. H. Johnston Drury 
Claud J. Smith, Macomb W. E. Snyder Huggins 
Arthur Rich, Cold Springs Clyde Rutledge, Tyrone 

Floyd E. Roberts, Willow Springs 
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Church Covenants 
'' e agn~e .Laltlnully to discharge our obligations in re

l ,crcw.:e to LLc stu<.iy of the :::.cnptures, secret prayer; 
1auuly de\ otions, and social wor:>lll]J; and. by seU-deu1ai, 
.llllth anu good wo1·ks end~avor to ··grow ill grace and 
.the knowledge oi our Lord and Savio1· J esm; Chnst. '' 
\1 e will not forget the assembling of oursetves together 
lor church LOnleiences, pub:ic worship, and the observ
auce of the o1·dinauces of the G()spel, HOl' iail Lo pay 
accorJi11g to our ability for the ~upport of the church, 
of its poOl, and all its benevolent w,ork. 

To this end we agree to lahor for the promotion of 
cducational and denominational enterpri,;es, the support of 
missions, the success of i::iunda_y .~chools, and evangeli:;tic 
efforts io1· the salvation of souls, and the conversion of 
the w,01ld. And may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, 
and pre~erve us· blameless into t he coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Having given our:;elves Lo Uod by faith in Christ, and 
adopted the W o1·d of God as our rule of faith and prac
tice, we n~w give .ourselves to one another by the will 
of God in this solemn covenant. We promise by His 
grace to love and obey Him in all things, to avoid tht:: 
appearance .of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements 
and unholy conforL1ity to the '70l'ld; from all sanction 
of the u<.e and sale of intoxie2.ting beverages, and to 
''provide things honest in tl:e oig:ht of all men.'' 

We agree •to accept Christian ad;nonition and reproof 
with Jileekness, and to watch oYer one another in love, 
endeavoring •to "keep the unity o.f the Spirit," in th.e 
bonds of peace, to be careful of one another's happiness 
and reputwtion, and seek to strengthen the 'Weak, encour
age the afflicted, adm,onish the er ring, and as fa<· as we 
are a.ble, promote the succl'ss of the church and of the 
Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Ch!·istian principle sacred and 
Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting 
it our chief business in life to extend the influence of 
Christ in society; constantly praying and toiling that 
the kingdom of God rna.'· come, and His will Le donl' on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
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Free Will Baptist Articles of Faith 

1. The Bible. The Scriptures ()f the Old and New 
'l'estaments were given by inspiration of God, and are 
~ur infallible rule of faith and practice. 

2. •God. There is one living and true God, revealed in 
nature as the Orerutor, Preserver, and Righte()US Governor 
of the universe, and in the Scriptures as the Father, 
son and Holy Ghost, yet as one God, infinitely wise and 
good, whom all intelligent crea•tures a1·e supremely to 
love, adore and obey. 

::$. Christ. Chr~st is God manifest in the flesh; in His 
divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. 
The mediator .between God and man, once crucified, He is 
now ri5€n and glorified and is our ever present Saviour 
ami Lord. 

-!. The Holy Spirit. 'l'heScriptures assign to the Holy 
SpiriL all the attributes of God. He is the reprover, Com
forter, Guide and Sanctifier of men. 

5. The Government of God. God exocercises a wise and 
benevolent providence over all .beings and all things by 
maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. He also 
performs special acts of grace, not otherwise provided 
for, as t he highest welfare of man 11equires. 

6. The Sinfulness. of Man. Man was· created inno~ent 
but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condem
natiou. His posterity, therefore, inherited a fallen nature 
of such tendencies that all who come to years of account
ability sin, and 'become guilty •before God. 

7. The vVork of Christ. The Son of God, by His 
incarnation, ' life, .sufferings, death and resurrection ef
fected for all a redemption from sin that is full and free 
and 'is the ground of salvation by faith. 

8. The ·Terms of Salvrution. The conditions of sal-
vation are: 1. Repentance or .sincere sorrow for ' sin and 
the heartv renunciation of it. 2. Faith or the unreserved 
committai of one's self to Christ as Saviour and Lord, 
with purpose to Jove and' obey Him in all things. Tn the 
exercise of saving faith the soul is renewed ·by the Holy 
Spirit, freed from the dominion of sin and becomes a 
ehild of God. 3. Continuance in faith and obedience 
until death. 

9. Election. God determined £11om the beginning to 
save all who should comply with the conditions of sal
vation. Hence •by 'faith in Ohrist men become His elect. 

10. Freedom of Will. The human ·will is free anrl 
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HJ truth and the :::ipirit and live, or to resist them and. 
perish. 

_._t. t:JalvaLwn Free. God d.e~ 11·es the salvation of all, 
the Gospel invites all, ihe Holy Spirilt strives with all, 
and whosoever will may come and take of the water of 
Lil"t• i.L tdy. 

12. Pel'Severance. All be lievers in Christ who throu~i1 
grace, persevere in holiness to the end of life, have the 
pro111ise of eternal oalvation. 

13. Gospel Ordinances. BAPTISM, or the immersion 
oL believers in water, and the LORD'S SUPPER, are 
ordinance.- to be perpetuated under t he Gospel: FEET 
WASHING, an ordinance t, aching humility, of universal 
obligation, and to be admini s.t e1·ed to all true believers. 

14. The Christian Sabbath. The divine law requires 
that one day in seven be set apart from secular employ
ments and amusements, for res·t, worship, holy works, 
and activi.ties, and for personal communion with God. 

15. War. ·war destroys the Jives of the innocent, an l 
is contrary to the New Testament, theTefore, we are op· 
po~ed to \Yar. 

16. Resurrection, Judgment, and Final Retribution. 
:The Scriptures teach the resurrection of all men at the 
last day. They that have done good will come forth t~ 
the resurrecJtion of life, and they that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation; then the wicked shall 
"go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.'' 
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•·go awa,,· into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
rtemal life.'' 

CONSTITUTION 
J<'rom lc1g experience we, the li'l·ee Will Baptist ·Quart. 

t•J·ly ::\ketings and churches, are convinced of the necessity 
of a combination pf Quarter! y meetings and churches, to 
pct] :etuatc our union and communion :u:npng us and pre
,;ene and maintain a correspondence among each other 
in our union; thCl·e[ore, we propose to maintain and keep 
llie orders and 1·ules of our Association according to the 
t:.~IIO\r ;ng plan and form of government. 

l. 'l'hi" A;;sociation shall be called the Union Associa
l iun o I' l•'ree \\' ill Baptist and shall be ·composed of such 
<. . t•.l rl' ~ tda lcd Free \\'ill Baptist Quarterly Meetings and 
churche · ns may embody .themselves under this Constitu
tion. 

2. Tlw acting mem bers of the conference of this Asso. 
<·_ttl iun slmll lle t,1o delPgatcs from each church, 
(·Jt '', ;1 J.y th e ;11emlwrs oC lhc,1· respective churches 
while in conference, together wilh all ministers, deaconB 

l':! lli' : h clerks telongin~ lo any cht:rch composing 
U1is hody; also th1 ee members from each Quarterly 
:.\[crting under .the Associatiou, tw·o to be chosen by each 
t2u:u·lNly :.\lerting, and the other shall be the Permanent 
( '],•, 1: or t l:(· (~uartpr l y merting. 

". Tl1 • ol'i'i(·t>J s of th is A,soc iation , hall be a Moderator 
:.nd nn _\s.;; istant :Moderator, who shall be elected an· 
nuall~- , and hold their office until their successors shall 
b,, Pleded: a vcrmanent C'lrl'k and Treasurer, who shall 
' upnintcu(] .t he printing- of the minutes ; an _~<_;xecutive 

Hoard of fi,'e nwntbrrs "·ltose rluty it shall be to transact 
:dl hu ~ iJJ rs;; oi: thi:; A:;:;o('iali.on when this body is no~ 
n1 -(•.,;ion, :11~ ·d whc;;r lNm of office shall be as ··foll-ows: 
One for one year, one for .two years, one for three years, 
one for four years and one for five years; and at the ex
piration of each of these terms, one is to be elected for 
n term of five Years and who shall hold their office until 
their Furrrssm·~ arc elrcted. And further, if any vacan
cie" ocrnr between ECS ions o.f the Association, the board 
shall fi ll such yaranc ,· or Yacnncies until the next sessicn 
of the Association; all of whom shall perfol'lll such dutirs 
::~ u snall ~· cir,·oiYe tq .oE ::. uch officers. 

-L An:-· ··eg-nlnrl~· Ol'g'ullizcd Free Will Baptist Quart .. 
erly Meeting or church rnai1~tnining· Gospel order, agre,e-
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111g \\ ith this t: ,•nomiwttJOn in doctrine and pr~•e1 ices iu 
favor of the benevolent e1rterprises, as Sabbath schools, 
mi~>ions, temperance and education may be received intc; 
this Association by presenting a petition asking to be 
lCccived; and minister - and deacous desiring .to become 
members, must be recommended by the ·church to which 
:they belong, ap!J(lar in pe1·son, and. then by a vote of this 
A~sociation, when such vote shall be decided by a 

Hlajority of all votes cast. 
5. This Association hall have power to discipline its 

Quarterly }leetings and churches, exclude them for dis
orderly walk, if labor proves unsuccessful; to ordain 
deacons, to license and ordain ministers, such as give 
evidence of being qualified and called for God', by request 
of the church to which such }Jersons b,elong; to settle such 
question of discipline and dloctrine as Quarterly Meet
ing, or chmches refer to them; to make any rules or By
Laws nece ary to its regulation, not inconsistent with its 
Gonst:tution: but in no case shall thi As ociation rtCverse 

( 

its decision of ib r ee wgs or in any way r
fere with it::; intemal regulations, nor hold any ecclesi
a;;t ical )_}ower over the Qua1'terly )[eatings or churches 
composing this Association. 

u. The sessions oi this As~ociation ::: hall be held with 
only ,mch chm ches that call for it by a Yote of the clmrch 
"·hile in conference, and when two or more churches make 
such request :for the sa me sessions, it shall be decided by a 
'ott, and the 1najority of all votes cast shall be final. 

7. The ,;e::;sion.• of t ht• Association shall convene an
nually at four o'clock 1·· m. on vVcclncsday before th3 
l'ir,;t Sunday in :Septemher, at which time it shall be the 
duty of the Quar terly Meetings and churches composing 
!In,; A,o ~oeiation to r cpre><ent thcmf'elves by delegates, an,] 
sc•rHl written repOl\ts. The Quarterly Meeting:' are to 
report their spiritual standing, benevolent work, min

ie-t('r;: lic-ensed Ol' ordained, alld appea's if any have been 
tnl<en The ch nrches are to r eport ,their spiritual stand
ing benevolent work, names and addresses ~f their min
i ,tCI and clerks, 1hc names of their deacons, meeting 
<la_vs, and statistic,;; at which time the Association shall 
act upon such questions and topics as may. be referred to 
them through their committees; and transact such other 
business, not r epugnant to this Constitution nor to the 
n ->a:;es of the denominrution as in their judgement may 
promote the ca u. c of Christ and the intere t of thll 
Quarterl? Meetin~s and churche within the limits of this 
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Association. 
d. 1t Li th" uut;, of this Association to provide for the 

g011bal wao..1 of 'the chUl'ches, to point out their intereatl4 
and aiel them in securing pastors, to put out evangelists 
and other ministers in places where the Gospel is most 
needed, and require a written annual rep011t of each min· 
istcr bclongil'!g to thi body. 

9. 'l'hi :; Constitut ion J.my be altered or amended' by a 
t "·o-thi1·d~ majority ot all members voting at any regular 
sesoion o C this Association, when written notice setting 
forth the exact inteHded altcmtion.s or a!IljCndments shall 
ha,·e iJccu •;i' en at that time. 

BY LAWS 
l. The Clerk or Assistant Clerk, and in their absence 

i11c senior minister in years, shall call the Association 
into conference, and if a quorum be present the Moder· 
ator or, in his absence, the Assistant Moderator shall 
t:> kc charg e; and 1f neithw· are present, then th.e senior 
Jllinis!l'!' in ) ear, o.L serYicc shall act as Moderator. 

l. All persons declared b.1· the Committee on Creden
tials to be duly entitled to a seat in this Association and 
accepted by thi s body, arc hereby made full members of 
this Association. 

3. Fiv,c ·Jnembcrs from two or mol'e churches shall con· 
stitute a quorum for the transaction of bu inP,SS; a less 
nnmbet· shall adjourn until that number is present. 

4. Each meeting· hall be opened: by lieading a portion 
of the Bible and prayer, and closed by prayer. 

:"i . • \ll Christians shall be entitled 'to a seat in council, 
anJ may take part in all discussion , but members only 
~ hall be allowed to vote. 

tl. Any ruling of the Moderator may be overruled by a 
two-thirds majori'ty of all members voting. 

7. This . \ :'Soriation shall sit with open doors, exccpl 
,.,. ;w,, it shall ~·o into a committee of the whole. 

8. It shall be the duty of th,e members of this Asso
~ ia tion to be p1·esrnt at 1 he time appointed for each 
meeting, and any one wishing to retire, shall first obtain 
the leave of the Moderator. 

fl . _\.ll bu.,tnrss. except routine. >hall be brought before 
this body hy committees; but should any committee re
fu se or fail to p1rsent this body any business given to 
it b~' any member of this Association, then such business 
ma. · hr pre<;rnted tot his body h:v any memb.er, but can· 
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not be discus..ed, unless by a vote of this body. 
10. All resolutions and reports shall bear the names 

of all members of the committee who favor th.em, and 
if •the names be not a majority of ali members of the 
committee, then the Olerk shall no·t read the res,olution 
or Jieport. 

11. The Mod'erator shall not allow discussions when not 
carried on in a Chri tian spiri:t, or when he thinks it will 
lea•d to di scord and division. 

12. An\· one desring to speak shall rise to his feet and 
ad'clre.;s the Moderator ·by the appellation, ''Brother 
).lod,erator" but shall not speak further until recognized 
bY the Moderator. 
·13. No member of this As:-;ociation shall be allowed to 

,;peak more than ten minutes or twice on the same subject 
without permission of the Association. 

14. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless 
he depart from the subject under discussion, or uses 
word's that cast reflection upon the domonination or of 
OHO or more of its members . 

15. This Association may correspond by messenger or 
-otherwise with other religious bodies. 

16. Anyone violating these By-Laws shnll he snbj<>ct k 
a public 1eprimand by the Moderator. 

17. A majority of all votes cast shall be final upon all 
subjects except to amend the Con titution or By-Laws, 
and overrule the Moderator, then it shall require a two
thirds majority. 

18. Each minister hall be given a yearly certificate by 
the A, ociation, provided ·th!'l·e is no charge against him. 

]9. No minister of this Association shall pastor any 
rhurch that has been excluded from this or any othC'l' 
a , ociation until they sot their hoE~c in order. 

20. The ordaining or licensing council shall be •e:om
posed of only all ordained ministers of the Association in 
good standing, present at each session. 

21. These B~·-Laws may be alterfd or amended by any 
r ra:nlnr S<'Rsion of this Association. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 
This conference will open each day at 8:30 a. m. and 

1 :45 p . m. Preaching each Jay at 11 :00 and at night. 
1. Convene on ·wednesday at four o'clock p. m. 

> 2. Prai e by collgl,egation. 
3. Glmk calls the A:;:;ociation into conference. 
4. Clerk calls the 1Loderator to the chair. 
5. Moderator call s for the introductory sermon. 
6. ~mollmont of ministers, minister's wives, deacons 

and church clerks. 
7. AppointllljOnt of committees on credentials and 

Di Y ine sel'Vices-temporary. 
· 8. Call for letters from churches. 

9. Call for leliters from Quarterly Meetings. 
10. Call for petitionary lett&'S. 
11. Call for rep01-t of Committee on Credentials. 
12. i:)e!llt delegates and give right hand of fellowship. 
13. Roll Call. 
14. Ele~:t a Moderator and assistant. 
15. Invite all Ohristians to .seats in council. 
16. Call for corresponding letters from delegates. 
17. Seat delegates. 
18. Rend th,e By-Laws. 
J 9. _\..ppointment of commiitee1'1. 
:20. Call for appeals from Quarterly Meetings. 
21. Call for report of Executive Board'. 
22. Call for Treasurer's report. 
23. Call for report of corresponding (Lelegates. 
24. Elect a member of Executive Board, or more, if 

vacancv exists. 
25. Miscellaneous business. 
26. Call for ordination of ministers. 
27. Call for pastorless churches. 
28. C'all Cor mini~ters ' writt,en report. 
29. Call for election of evangelist. 
10. Elec·t corresponding delegates. 
31. Report of all committees. 
32. Determination of numbers of minutes to be prin ted. 
33. Call for money for minutes. 

"' 34. Elect someone to deliver farewell address. 
35. Call for vote of thanks to Moderator. 
36. Call for vote of thanks to church and community. 

) 37. Select place for ne>..-t annual session. 
38. Select someone to preach introductory sermon. 
::\9. Final report of committees. 
40. Discharge all committees. 
41. Adjourn with prayer. 
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