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U Wolf Creek Church, beginning at 4 o'clock p. m. U 
~ Wednesday, August 28, 1940. ~ 

0 Officers 0 

~ 
Moderator _____________ Elder Clarence Ussery ~ 
Assistant Moderator ____ Elder Claud J. Smith 
Cle;k __________ John N. Pryor, Mansfield, Mo. 

n Exeeuti"e Board n 
U Clarence Ussery Elected 1939 Term Expires 1941 U 

~ 
0. L. Allen '' 1937 " " 1942 ~ 
Oliver Letterman " 1938 " " 1943 
Claud J. Smith " 1939 " " 1944 

· H. M. Cope " 1940 " " 1945 

·~ The ne.t Annual Session of the As.ociation will ~ 
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four P.M., Wednesday before the first Sunday in 
September 1941. ' _ ., 

n Elder Eruest Deatherage to preach Introductory n 
U Sermon with Elder Austin Wright as Alternate. U 
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·MINUTES 
OF THE 

Forty-First Annual Session 

OF THE 

UNION cASSOCIA TION 
OF 

:fREE WILL 'BAPTISTS 
HELD WITH 

Wolf Creek Church, beg inning at 4 o'clock p . m . 
Wednesda y , Ang ust 28, 1940. 

ftiiicers 
Moderator __ ___________ Elder Clarence Ussery 
Assistant Moderator ____ Elder Cl aud J. Smith 
Clerk __ __ ______ John N . Pryor, Mansfield, Mo. 

Executi,•e Board 
0larence Ussery Elected 1939 Term Expires 1941 
0 . L. Allen '' 1937 " " 1942 
Oliver Letterman " 1938 " " 1943 
Claud J. Smith " 1939 " " 1944 
H. M. Cope " 1940 " " 1945 

The next Annual Session of the Association will 
be he ld with Willow Springs Church beginning at 
four P.M ., Wedn esday before the first Sunday in 
September 1941. 

Elder Ernest Deatherage to preach Introductory 
Sermon with Elder Austin Wright as · Alternate. 





PROCEEDINGS OF 

Tf> c Unic n A ssoci atio !1 of Free Will Baptists whi ch met with 
Wolf Creek Church, s ix mil es North of Mansfi eld, Mo ., on the 
28th day ·of August , 1940, a t four o'clock P.M., being the F orty
Fi r st Annual Session. 

House call ed to or der by Moderator Geo. W. Scott, Jr . 
I ntroductory Sermon preached by E lder Claud J . Smith. 
P rayer by Elder Rue! P arker. 
Brother Smith broug ht wond erful message on prayerful 

courage. 
After chris tian hand shake Moderator took charge. 
Call for enroll ment of Mini sters, Mini sters Wives, Deacons, 

a nd Ch urch Clerks. 
Names wi ll appear elsewher e. 

Committees Appointed 

Credent ials- J . E . Burney, H. T. Edwards and Reuel Parker . 
Pul pit- Lewis Moody, Lee Pope and P ruitt Cansler. 
Anyone h avi ng letters from chur ches instructed to hand 

them to Cr edential Committee. 
Adj oumed with prayer by Elder 0 . L. All en. 

Wednesday Night Divine Service 

Opened by singi ng . 
Prayer by Elder H. T. Ma ssey and L. T. KoOh . 
Scr ipture les;;on 5th Chapter Revelations. 
Prayer by Elder Oliver Letterman. 
E lder J ohn Koch brought a rousing spiritual message on the 

s ubject "Opening of the Seals ." 
Elder Oliver Letterman sang old time song, "When ShaH I 

See J esus," and called f or chr istian hand shake, great rejoi·cing 
wi th all God's children present. 

Adjourn ed till Thursday morning at 8 :30 o'clock. 
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Thursday Morning Session 

Praise by Congregation. 
Scripture lesson read by Moderat'Or-Psalms 116. 
Prayer by Elder Elmer Snyder. 
First call for report of Credential Committee. Reported 

favorable on following churches: Providence, Tyrone, Willow 
Springs, Faith and Hope, Pleasant Home No. 1, Pleasant Home 
No. 2, Wolf Creek, Union Chapel, Breeden, New Harmony, Mt. 
Zion No. 2, Oak Grove (Wright County) and Pleasant Ridge. 

Motion carried report be adopted. 
Delegates seated and given right hand of fellowship. Name;:, 

will appear elsewhere. 
Sister Emma Pryor appointed Assistant Clerk. 
Election of Officers: 
Mod era tor-Clarence Ussery. 
Assistant Moderator-Claud J. Smith. 
First call for corresponding letters and delegates. 
Letter read from Laclede County Association of Free Will 

Baptists and Missouri Association of General Baptists. 
Motion canied both Associations be received. Delegates in

vited to a seat in council. 
Delegates from Missouri Association of General Baptists : 

M. Q. Kent and Geo. W. Scott, Sr. 
Call f'Or reading of . By-Laws, which was read by Assi:>tant 

Clerk. 
Conference dismissed by prayer by Elder Albert Brooks 

until 1:45 P .M. 

Thursday Morning 11 o'Clock Divine Service 

Opened by singing. 
Prayer by Brother J eff Postalwait. 
Scripture lesson part of 5th Chapter Matt. 
Elder 0. L. Allen and Elmer Snyder brought very spiritual 

messages on "Love." 
After christian hand shake dismissed for noon. 
Moderat'Or together with Assistant Moderator appointed the 

following Committees: 
Business Committee-Geo. W. Scott, Jr., H . M. Cope, Elmer 

Snyder, Oliver Letterman, Jason Johnston. 
League Committee-H. H. Vandivort, Arthur Rich, C. 1\I. 

Rutledge, L . J. Gearing, and Ben Owens. 

-2-



Sunday School Committee-Aloth Smith, Alice Burney, Myr_ 
tie H arrison and Bertie Mishler. 

Temperance Committee--H. H. Vandivort, Arthur Rich, C. 
:H. Rutledge, L. J. Gearing and Ben Owens. 

Observance of the Sabbath Committee--Ernest Deatherage, 
Reuel Parker, W. E. Crain, George Cox and W. L. Cornelison. 

The Temporary Committees on Credentials and Divine Serv
ice were made permanent. 

Obituary Committee---Jphn S. Hickman, A. L. Massey, U. S. 
Findley, Rolla Ballord, and Claud Lawler. 

Thursday Afternoon Session 

Opened by singing by Brother and Sister Archie Hog ue. 
Moderator read 17th Chapter St. John. 
Prayer by Brother Vi rgil Bandy. 
Call for P etitionery Letters. Letters received from the 

following new churches: Cold Springs, Happy Ridge No. 2. 
J;e legates as follows: .T. W. Goodman, Nancy Goodman, Ervin 
York, Verba York, Pruitt Cansler and D. E. Evans. 

Second call for report of Credentia l Committee . Reported 
favorable on the followi ng churches : Mountain Grove, Mountain 
Valley, New Home, Mt. Pisgah and Merritt. Motion carried 
report be adopted and delegates seated. 

Call fer letters from Quarterly Meeting. Letter received 
~nrl r ,ad frcm Wright County Quarterly Meeting. Motion car
ried to receive the letter and seat the delegat es. Delegates as 
fo ll ows : Fern Fagan, Zelin Alti s and Riley Hutsell . 

Third call for rport of Credentials Committee. Reported 
f avorable on the following churches : Happy Ridge No. 2, Pleas
ant Grove, (Cope) and Big Creek. Mot ion car ried report be 
adopted. Delegates seated. 

Call for appeals from Quarterly Meetings. None reported . 
Call for r eport of Executive Board. Motion carried report 

be adopted as follows: The Executive Board of Union Associa
' ion met September 1, 1939 and organized with Elder Clarence 
Ussery, Chairman; Elder Claud J. Smith, Vice Chairman; Oliver 
Lr tt!'rman and 0. L Allen, Members; H . B. Smith, Secretary. 
The Board met again in s pecial session May 31, 1940 in consid
eration of a request from Douglas County Quarterly Meeting. 
Th e fo llowing report was agreed upon and mailed to Arthur 
Lund, Mansfield, 1\Jissouri. We the Executive Board of the 
Union Association haYc at our h ands a request from Douglas 
County Quarterly Meeting asking to be released from the Union 
Association. We also have a grievance from the agrieved minor
ity of said Quarterly Meeting stating that they are dissatisfied 
with the action of the maiority. After prayerful consideration 
we recommend that the sa id Quarterly Meeting grant letters to 
all the ·churches that wish to withdraw from the Union Associa
tion and retain the churches that wish to remain as they are. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
Balance on hand September 1, 1939 ...................... ............... ... $ .85 
Expenditures during year .............................. .. ............................ none 
Balance on hand .. ............... -...... .............. ...................... ..... .......... ....... . 85 

Clarence Ussery, Chairman 
Claud J. Smith, Viet Chairman 
Oliver Letterman and 0. L. Allen, Members 
H. B. Smith, Secretary. 

Call for election member of Executive Moard. Elder H . M. 
Cope elected for term of five years. 

Call f-or Treasurer report. Motion carried report be ap
proved as follows: 
Money on hand close of last Association .... ............ .... ...... ...... $41.46 
Other collections ..................... .... .. ... ..... ...... ........... ... .. .. .... .......... . 4.00 

Total ....... .... .. .. .... ............... .......... ....... .. ..... .. ... .. ... .......... ... ..... .. $45.46 
Paid Rust Printing Company f-or minutes .... ........... ............... 28.00 

Balance ........ .. .... .............. .......... .... ........................... .. ........... 17.46 
Clerical work ................................................................................ 10.00 

Balance ....... .. .... .......... ...... .... ... .. ... ........ ......... .............. ....... ... 7.46 
Yearly Certificates for Ministers .................. ................ ............ 2.50 

Balance ... ........ ................................... ..... .... ......... ............. ... .. 4.96. 
Postage ... ........... ..... ....... .................. ...................... ...... ........ .......... 1.50 

Balance ..................... .......... ................... .. ...... .. ...... .......... ........ . 3.46 
Ministers and Deacons Ordination Blanks, one dozen each 2.00 

Balance .. ... ............................. .... ... ......................................... 1.46 
Other Blanks ...... ..... ........ .. .......................................... ............... .. 1.00 

Balance ........ ... ........ ...... .. ........... ... ...... ..... ... .. .... .. .... .......... ..... .46 
Call for report of Corresponding Delegate!'\ , Elder J. E. Bur

ney attended and made verbal report on Laclede County Associa
tion. Stated they hacl old time salvation and still working for 
the Lorcl. 

Elder Claud .T . Smith made written report on Cave Springs 
Association a s follows: I went to Cave Springs Association to
g-ether with Elders Oliver Letterman, Clarence Ussery, Geo. W. 
Scott, Jr .. and Brother .John N. Pryor. We were there Friday 
Night and Saturday. They received our letter ancl invited u ' to 
a seat in council. We f-ound a bunch of friendlv people also 
spirituall:v and not afraid to shout the praises of God. We had 
a real spiritual feast and a hearty welcome to their next Asso
ciation . They sent letter and delegation to our Association. 

Claud J . Smith. 
Adjourned till 8:30 Friday morning. 
Cl o~ing prayer by Si ster Myrtle Harrison. 
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Thursday Night Divine Service 
Call together by singing. 
Prayer by Elder Geo. W. Scott, Sr., and Deacon Lewis 

Moody. 
Scripture lesson 12 Chapter Romans. 
Prayer by Elder Herbert Vandivort. 
Elder M. Q. Kent and Wm. Mishler brought message. Sub

ject, "Let Brotherly Love Continue." 

Friday Morning Session 
Called together by singing. 
Prayer by Elder John Koch. 
Scripture lesson 2nd Chapter of 1st John. 
Prayer, Sister Ali ce Burney. 
Fourth call for reports of Credentials Committee. Reported 

favorable on Mt. Olive Church (Odin). Motion carried report 
be adopted. Delegates seated. 

Call for r eport of Business Committee. Motion carried re
port be adopted as follows: Mt. Pisgah Church requests Brother 
Albert Judkins be ordained as Minister of the Gospel. Commit
tee recommends he be Ji.censed for one year. 

Call for Ordination of Ministers. None. 
Call for Pastorless Churches. None reported. 
Call for election of Evangelist. Motion carried we elect 

Evangelist. Motion carried we pay Evangelist $2.00 a day. 
Motion carried Executive Board of Quarterly Meetings collect 
for Evangelist from Quarterly Meetings and turn same to Ex
ecutive Board of Association to pay Evangelist. E lder Clarence 
Ussery elected Evangelist for coming year. 

Call for Corresponding letters and delegates. Letter read 
from Cave Springs Association of Free Will Baptists. Motion 
carried that we receive letter and invite delegates to a seat in 
council. Delegates as follows: W. E. Crews, C. H. Crews, Meka 
Crews, and Elder Billie Rogers. 

Election of Corresponding Delegates: 
To Missouri Association of General Baptists, L . T. Koch and 

H. T. Massey. 
To Laclede County Association of Free Will Baptists to 

meet at Green Ridge church, L. T. Koch, Elmer Snyder and 
W. E. Crain. 

To Cave Springs Association of Free Will Baptists, Elders 
Claude J. Smith, H. M. Cope, W. L. Cornelison, Clarence Ussery, 
Oliver Letterman, G. W. Scott, Jr., J. E. Burney, and Brother 
John N. Pryor and Deacon Lewis Moody. 

To Little Vine Association of General Baptists, L. T. Koch , 
Ellen Gentry, Elmer Snyder, A. A. Hogue, W. L. Cornelison. 

Adjourned with prayer by Brother John R. Crewse, until 
1:45 P.M. 
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Friday Morning II o'Clock Divine Service 

Came together by singing. 
Free-Will offering taken up by Elder George W. Seott, Jr., 

for Sister Myrtle Millsap, for medical care for her young son, 
who had been in the Ryan Hospital, who was unfortunately 
kicked by a horse. Amount $14.40. 

Prayer was led by Elder Osie Allen, and at the close of 
Brother Allen's prayer such a season of rejoicing broke out 
that Brothers Deatherage and Rogers were cheated out of 
preaching. C-onviction seemed to be among the unsaved. Elder 
George W. Scott, Jr., soon as he could be heard, made an Altar 
call. One precious soul came forward oo the Altar, and after 
heart reaching prayer by Brother Billie Rogers, she was saved. 
After much rejoicing, adjourned for the n-oon hour. 

Friday Afternoon Session 

Opened by singing. 
Seripture lesson read by Assistant Moderator Claud J . 

Smith, who read the Fifth Chapter of Galatians. 
Prayer by Elder Ora Keller. 
Fifth call for report of Credentials Committee. Reported 

favorable -on the following churches: Mt. Zion No. 1, Friendship, 
Union Chapel, No. 2, Mt. Olive No. 2, Oak Grove (Texas Coun
ty), Pleasant Hill, Fox Creek. Motion report be carried. Dele
gates seated. 

Call for report o-f Temperance Committee. M-otion carried 
report be adopted as follows: We, your Committee on Tem
perance, recommend a s we of Free Will Baptists strictly keep 
the covenant relative oo the sale and use of intoxicating bev
erages, and all other habits that might be harmful to the prog
ress of Christianity. We discourage the use of tobacco among 
our Ministers, and worldly amusements among our people. 

L. J. Gearing 
Herbert Vandiv-ort 
Ben Owens 
C. M. Rutledge, Committee. 

Call for report of Committee on League. Motion carried 
report be adopted as follows: We, your Committee -on League, 
sincerely urge all pastors to recommend a Free Will Baptist 
League in all churches, and that all League officers be Chris
tians; also that the League of each church put forth every effort 
oo get in contact with all the young people of their community. 
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W \' furLht:r recommend Lhat our churches put fol'th every effort 
in the religious training of our young people. 

H. H. Vandivort 
Wm. Mishler 
John Ratterree 
C. R. Harrison, Committee. 

Call for report of Committee on Sunday School. Motion car
ril"d report be adopted as follows: We, your Committee on 
Sunday School, report as follows: We recommend the Bible 
(King James Version) and the Free Will Baptist Literature, 
and that all officers and Teachers be Christians. 

We also urge parent;; to attend Sunday 8chool with their 
('hildren, and try to get others to attend and put forth a greater 
pifm·t tfl havC' year around Sunday School. 

Aloth Smith 
~vlyrtle Harrison 
Bertie Mishler 
Alice Burney, Committee. 

Call for repo1 t of Committee on Obituary Motion carried 
l·POlt he adopted as follow~: We. your Committee on Obitu

:;rie!<-Whereas it has plea~ed our Heavenly Father to call from 
l:c ·,~r 1 o reward since our last Association met, the following 
:•;.mC'•l 1111 mbcrs: 

Br')thers George Wood, Je;;s Thompkins, John H. 
Hu,·hes, Grover West, Isaac Owens, Brodie Absher, 
Wm. Smith and Willis Ballard, 

DPacons .Jaml~ Dennis, John Conrow, and David 
R~>•mt tt 

. Sisters Ellen Wyrick, Nola Smith, Mary Claxton, 
Sarah ·workman, Mary Summers, Hannah Dugger, 
Orpha Callahan, Effie Findley, Lucinda Dake, Ella Gar
'1€'1', :1-Iary Rippee. HannRh Smith, Tettie Woods, Sarah 
Young, Vina Davis and Vina Kelsay. 
They are greatly missed in our churches but they will illu

mina <' our Heavenly Home. 
John S. Hickman 
U. S. Findley 
A. L. Massey 
C'. A. Lawler 
R. M. Ballard, Committee. 

Call for report of BusineRs Committee. Motion carried 
port be adopted as follows: 

re-

August 30, 1940. 
RESOLUTION: Inasmuch as a number of our churches of 

Douglas County Quarterly Meeting have organized in a new 
Association (Harmony Association), without the consent of ~he 
Union Association, also contrary to the Treatise, page 54, article 
fi. Be it resolved that Union Association dismiss the churches 
('(l!lrwct<'rl with the Harmony Associatinn, namely, Brushy Knob, 
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Girdener, New Prospect, Happy Home, Star, Liberty, Burnett 
and Harmony, and retain the following churches: Friendship, 
Merritt, Pleasant Ridge, Breeden, Pleasant Home, as the Doug_ 
las County Quarterly Meeting. Be it further resolved, that this 
Association recommend that any member of these churches 
which are dismissed, wishing to unite with any church of Union 
Association that they may be received as any other member. 

Geo. W. Scott, Jr. 
Oliver Letterman 
Jason Johnson 
H. M. Cope 
N. E. Snyder, Committee. 

Call for report Committee on Observance of the Sabbath. 
Motion carried report be adopted, as follows: Inasmuch as 
there is a general lack of observance of the Lord's day, and as 
the Lord commanded that we should not neglect the assembling 
of ourselves together for worship, and also hallowed the first day 
of the week for the same, we, your Committee, recommend we 
as God's people, Ministers, Deacons, and Laymen strictly ob
serve the same. 

Verle Tate 
Albert Brooks 
0. L . Allen 
Fred Wynn 
L. T. Koch, Committee 

Call for report on Committee on State of Religion . Motion 
carried report be adopted a s follows : We, your Committee on 
the State of Religion, submit the following: We believe our 
people are manifested a good interest towards God, and a grea t 
love for each other, although we find that some of our people 
are slack in observance of the ordinance keeping the Command
ments, we advise that our Ministers preach our faith and ad
monish them that cause contention among us r ef erred t o in 
Matt. 12 and 20. 

Ernest Deatherage 
R. B. Parker 

George Cox 
W. L. Cornelison 
W. E. Crain, Committee 

Sixth and last call for report of Credentials Committee. 
Reported favorable on Rock Springs church. Motion carried 
report be adopted. 

Determination of number of minutes to be printed . Motion 
carried we have 600 minutes printed. 

Call for minute money which was tumed over to the Treas
urer. 
Minute money amount $53.69 ................................. ............... $53.69 
Balance left over last Association .......................................... .46 

Total ...................................................... .................................. $54.15 
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Call for election of someone to deliver farewell address. 
Elder H. M. Cope elected. 

Miscellaneous business called for. Clerk read a letter from 
Elder Walter E. George from Los Angeles, California. Brother 
George sends $1.00 for expense of Association. He states he is 
still in the battle for the Lord and makes the f'Ollowing report. 
Preached 26 sermons, witnessed 7 conversions, baptized 5, trav
eled 50 miles and received $3.50. Clerk instructed to write let
ter for the Association to Brother George and Family. 

Clerk read letter from Douglas County Quarterly Meeting, 
with Arthur Lund, delegate. Motion carried letter be received. 
Delegate seated. 

Free-will offering taken for the benefit of Elders Elias Mat
ney and H. T. Massey. Amount $9.12. 

Call for selection of pla·ce of 1941 session of the Ass'Ociation. 
The following churches requested next :;ess ion meet with them. 
Union Chapel No. 1, Oak Grove (Wright County), and Willow 
Springs. By vote of the body the next session goes to Willow 
Springs, 4 miles north of Mountain Grove on Highway. 

Elder Ernest Deatherage chosen to pTeach introductory ser
mon with Austin Wright as alternate. 

Vote of Thanks given Moderator, Assistant Moderator and 
Clerk for their fairness and service. 

Vote of Thanks given Assistant Clerk. 
Vote of Thanks given the Association by Wolf Creek Church 

for m eeting with them, and vote given by Association to Wolf 
Creek Church thanking them for the courtesies extended during 
the meeting. 

Vote of Thanks given other neighborhoods by Wolf Creek 
Church f er their kindness and assistance. 

The foll owing res'Olution was offered by Deacon Walter 
Sheets th:·ough the Business Committee. Be it resolved that this 
Association have Divine Service on Thursday at 3:00 P.M. effect
ive 1941 session and thereafter. 

All Committees discharged. 
We :11 e glad to report the friendly spirit and christian fel

lowship that existed through'Out the enti1·e session. 
Motion carried we stand adjourned to meet with Willow 

Springs Church on farm-to-market road, Wednesday 4:00 P.M. 
before the first Sunday in September, 1941. 

Cl osing prayer by Sister Emma Pryor. 
A sho1t farewell address Hlled with the spirit 'Of God given 

by Brother H . M. Cope. All left rejoicing. 
Clarence Ussery, Moderator, Norwood, Mo. 
Claud J. Smith, Assistant Moderator, Mansfield, Mo. 
John N. Pryor, Clerk, Mansfield, Mo. 
Emma Pryor, Assistant Clerk, Mansfield, Mo. 

Clerk received letter from Union Church after Association 
a dj ou:n cd, together with $1.00 minute money. We ask the 
Clerks of the Chlll'ches to give full statistical report in your 
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letter to the Association, such as Total Membership, member s 
received, members dismissed by letter, number exduded, mem
bers died, and amount for minutes and Church Sunday. 

Registration as follows: 

MINISTERS 

Claude J. Smith, Macomb 
Oliver Letterman, R. 3, Ava 
Clarence Ussery, Norwo-od 
N. E. Snyder, Huggins 
H. T. Edwards, R. 3 Mt. Grove 
J. H. Johnston, Drury 
Reuel Parker, Drury 
H. T. Massey, Drury 
C. M. Rutledge, R. 5, Mt. Grove 
Clyde Wilson, 319 Summit St., 

Springfield 
0. L. Allen, Mountain Grove 
J. E. Burney, Hartville 
L. T. Koch, Bucyrus 
Arthur Rich, Norwood 
Verl Tate, Huggins 
L. J. Gearing, M-ountain Grove 
Geo. W. Scott, Jr., Mt. Grove 

Ernest Deatherage, R. 2, Mans-
field 

C. R. Harrison, Mountain Grove 
J ohn Rattree, Huggins 
Wm. Mishler, Springfield, Mo. 
Herbert Vandivort, R. 2, Cabool 
Geo. Cox, Bad-o Route, Houston 
Ben Owens, Norwood 
Prest on Branstetter, Cabool 
A. J. Kelsey, Hartville 
Albert Brooks, Mountain Grove 
W. M. Stevens, Mountain Grove 
Lester Lawler, Hartville 
0 . C. Keller, N-orwood 
Worth Broughton, R. 5, Hart

ville 
Mose Johnsen , Mountain Grove 
Charley Edwards, Hartville 

VISITING MINISTERS 

John C. Koch, Long Lane, Mo. G. W . Scott Sr., Mountain Grove 
M. Q. Kent, Mountain Grove Billie R-oger s, Cave Sp'gs Assoc. 

MINISTERS' WIVES 

Ollie Johnston Myrtle Cornelison 
Alice Burney Ola Wilson 
Minnie Ussery Minnie Rutledge 
Myrtle Harrison Arabelle Rich 
Mr~. Worth Brough-Florence Ratteree 

ton Alice Stevens 
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J-osie Deatherage 
Aloth Smith 
Arizona Owens 
Golda Tate 

Bertie Mishler 
Thelma Allen 



DEACONS 

Ed Fagan Lee Pope Sherman Gray 
H. H . Vandivo!·t Luther Curtis Charley Coatney 
L. R. Crews Earl Hull Roy Claxton 
John· S. Hickman A. L. Massey Rolla Ballard 
Coval Coatney L. D. Hampton Barnard Deatherage 
Warren Vandivort Lewis Moody W. J. Long 
James E. Claxton Claud Lawler Virgil Bandy 
J . P. Driskell F. M. Justice GeoTge Lemons 
U. S. Findley J. H. Mears Riley Hutsell 
Walter Sheets John Gentry F. E. Shaw 
W. E. Vandivort Ra l~on Cla ton 

DELEGATES 
York Norfalise Ester Sheets Delbert Aldridge 

!lie Long Minnie Lund Florence Fagan 
Dollie Lawler Oneal Gentry Frank Caggin 
L D. Hampton Cleo Ohandler Phyllis Norfalise 
Marie Micham Rose Owens E. A. Lund 
Jane Butcher DDrtha Claxton Ruby Hicks 
Roy Hurley Elizabeth Ba1lard Jessie Wynn 
Sarah Irvin Earl Hull Roper Dixon 
Albert Bresler W. N. Irvin Delmar Ellis 
George Lemons Bill Sherman Mary Bresler 
Lizzie Giles Everett Kelsay H. C. Klingensmith 
Lula Hutsell Jessie Reeves Iva Curtis 
Carl Haney Elzina Owens Crissy Cravens 
Blanche Micnam Phenia Poboy Virgil Stilling 
G. C. Leagstry Maud Smart A. W. Reeves 
Vinite Clark Elsie Hampton Ann Shaw 
Myrtle Deatherage Loren Babbitt 

CHURCH CLERKS 

Delia Aldredge Bessie Cisco Doris Goforth 
Nina Sherman Thursa Bogart Verba Claxton 
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Statistical Report 



H~ T~assey ............ .... TIT"17-I . 75$ I 
Le_ster Lawler ............. 1 I 21 3 j 69 11 2 1371 63.43 
Ohver Letterman ....... I 11 1 44 5 7 6 300 42.001 
C. M. Rutledge ........... 1 I 31 1291 61 3 3330 129.33 
Mose Johnson ............... 1 I 21 2 86 4 2 2 1590 104.071 
0. C. Keller ...... .. ....... ' 51 25 225 11.32 
C. R. Harrison ········ ···1 / 11 1 65 / 2 2 230 12.00 
H. T. Edwards ............. 11 700 
Wm. Mishler ............. .. 1 / 4 1 90 35 151 17,2719 136.83 
L. T. Koch .. ..... .. .. ....... ! 1 35 17 5 17 600 48.00 
Clarence Ussery 6112 3 266 191 75 119 5232 421.46 
Veri Tate .............. ... .... , 11 4 2 89 13 I 2090 120.14 
J. H. Johnston .. ... ....... I 36 I 544 1.38 
W. E. Crain ................. 1 1 5 3 115 93 38 55 2493 147.05 
A. J. Kel sey ................ 1 1 2 I 1 111 
Fred Wynn ................... 1 I 21 11 48 1 191121 10 1000 45.40 
0 . L. Allen .................. 1 81 11 11 42 / 9 I 2 1956 100.32 / 
H. B. Smith ................. ! 9 1 4 92 7 2 2650 164.65 
Preston Branstetter .. I I 161 420 15.261 
Claud J . Smith ......... 1 1/ 41 411641 5 15 8 4044 208.601 
W. H. Stevens .... ...... 2 j 32 654 2.92 
L. J. Gearing ............... I 36 3 2 1895 29.70 
Geo. W. Scott, Jr . ..... 123 1 j 311521 61 71 5 2010 355.151 
N. E . Snyder . ............. I 4 214 401 71 7 5632 238.86 
W. L. Cornelison ... ... 1 I 41 601 23 15 7 1500 15.50 
J. E. Burney .............. 1 81 31 3 128 20116 5 4674 354.90 
Vi1·gil Miller .......... ... 1 4 341 19 ,. I 3111371 10.83 
Austin Wright ............ ! I 4 42 / 5 11 / 430 18.00 
Geo. E. Cox ................ 1 I 11 I 25 31 1 675 17.44 
Arthur Rich ................ 1 I I I 25 1 I I I 2941 
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Reuel B. Parker ...... . 1 I 61 1105 94 48 900 
Herbert Vandivort ..... 1 I I I 301 3 I I 650 1 16.64 
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Church Covenant 
Having given ourselves to God by faith in Christ, and 

adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we 
now give ourselves to one another by the wdl of God in thi~ 
solemn covenant. We promise by His grace to love and obey 
Him in all things, to avoid the appearance of evil, to abstain 
from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the world; 
from all sanction of the use and sale of into.·icating bev~rages, 
!tnd to "provide thing-s honegt in the sight of all men." 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference 
to the study of the Scriptures, ~ecret prayer, family devotions, 
and social worship; and by self-denial, faith, and good worb 
endeavor to "grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ." \Ve w1ll not forget the assembling of 
ourselves together for church conferences, public worship, and 
the observance of the ordinanCl's of the Gospel, nor iail to pay 
according to our ability for the ~upport of the churl:h, of its 
poor, and all its benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with 
meeknbs, and to watch over one another in love, L nde.l\ onng 
to "keep the unity of the Spirit," in the bonds of peace, to be 
careful of one another's happiness and reput·,Uon, and _,eck to 
strengthen the weak, encourage the alflidd, ·1dmonish the 
t rring, and as far as we are able, promote the success of the
church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred an<l 
Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it our 
chief business in life to extend the influence of Cr cist in society; 
~onstantly praying and toiling that the kingdom of God may 
come, and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educa
tional and denominational enterprises, the support o' missions, 
the success of Sunday schoolo., and evangelistic efforts for the 
galvation of souls, and the conversion of the world. And may 
the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and presen e us blameles" 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Free Will Baptist Articles of Faith · 

1. The Bible. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testa
ments were given by inspiration of God, and are our infallible 
rule Df faith and practice. 

2. God. There is one living and true God, revealed in 
nature as the Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governor of the 
universe, and in the Scriptures as the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, yet as one God, infiinitely wise and goDd, whom all in
telligent creatures are supremely to love, adore and obey. 

3. Christ. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His di
vine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. The 
mediator between God and man, once crucified, He is now risen 
and giDrified and is our ever present Saviour and Lord. 

4. The Holy Spirit. The Scriptures assign to the Holy 
Spirit all the attributes of God. He is the Reprover, Comforter, 
Guide and Sanctifier of men. 

5. The Government of God. God exercises a wise and be
nevolent prDvidence over all beings and all things my maintain
ing the constitution and laws of nature. He also performs 
special acts of grace, not otherwise provided for, as the highest 
welfare of man requires. 

6. The Sinfulness of Man. Man was created innocent, but 
by disubedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. His 
posterity, therefore, inherited a fallen nature of such tendencies 
that all who come to years of accountability sin, and become 
guilty before God. 

7. The Work of Christ. The Son Df God, by His incarna
tion, life, sufferings, death and resurrection effected for all a 
redemption from sin that is full and free and is the ground of 
salvation by faith. 

8. The Terms of Salvation. The conditiDns of salvation 
arc: 1. Repentence or sincere sorrow for sin and the hearty 
renunciation of it. 2. Faith or the unreserved committal of 
one's self to Christ as SaviDur and Lord, with purpose to love 
and obey Him in all things. In the exercise of saving faith the 
soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from the dominion of 
sin and becomes a child of God. 3. CDntinuance in faith and 
obedience until death. 

9. Election. God determined from the beginning to save 
all who should comply with the conditions Df salvation. Hence 
by faith in Christ men be·came His elect. 

10. Freedom of Will. The human will is free and self
controlled, having power to yield to the influence of the truth 
and the Spirit and live, Dr to resist them and perish. 

11. Salvation Free. God desires the salvation of all, the 
Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and who

., soevet· will may come and take of the water of Life freely. 
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12. Pereseverance. All believers in Christ, who through 
grace, persevere in holiness to the end of life, have the promise 
of eternal salvation. 

13. Gospel Ordinances. BAPTISM, or the immersion of 
believers in water, and the LORD'S SUPPER, are ordinances to 
be perpetuated under the Gospel; FEET WASHING, an ordi
nance teaching humility, of universal obligation, and to be ad
ministered to all true believers. 

14. The Christian Sabbath. The divine law requires that 
one day in seven be set apart from secular employments and 
amusements for rest, worship, holy works, and activities, and 
for personal communion with God. 

15. War. War destroys the lives of the innocent, and is 
contrary to the New Testament, therefore, we are opposed to 
war. 

16. Resurrection, Judgment, and Final Retribution. The 
Scriptures teach the resurrection of all men at the last day. 
They that have done good will come forth to the resurrection 
of life, and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of 
damnation; then the wicked shall "go away into eternal punish
ment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
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Constitution 

From long experience we, the Free Will Baptist Quarterly 
Meetings and churches, are convinced of the necessity of a com
bination of Quarterly Meetings and churches, to perpetuate our 
uni·on and communion among us and preserve and maintain a 
correspondence among each other in our union; therefore, we 
propose to maitain and keep the orders and rules of our Asso
ciation according to the following plan and form of government. 

1. This Association shall be called the Union Association of 
Free Will Baptists and shall be composed of such well regulated 
Free Will Baptist Quarterly Meetings and churches as may 
embody themselves under this Constitution. 

2. The acting members of the conference of this Associa
tion sha ll be two delegates from each church, chosen by the 
members of their r espective churches. while in conference, to
gether with all ministers, deacons and church clerks belonging 
to any church composing this body; also three members from 
Pach Quarterly Meeting under the Association, two to be chosen 
by each Quarterly Meeting, and the other shall be the Permanent 
Clerk of the Quarterly Meeting. 

3. The officers of this Association shall be a Moderator and 
Rn Assistant Moderator, who shall be elected annually, and hold 
their office until their successors shall be f'lected; a permanent 
Clerk and Treasurer, who shall superintend the printing of the 
minutes; an Executive Board of five members whose duty it 
!'hall he to transact all business of this Association when this. 

• body iR not in session, and whose term of office shall be as fol
lows: One for one year, one for two years, one for three years, 
one for four years, and one for five years; and at the expiration 
of each of these terms, one is to be elected for a term of five 
yPa r s and who shall hold their office until their successors are 
elPded Aucl further, if any vacancies occur between sessions 
of the Association. the board shall fill such vacancy or vacancies 
nnti! the nevt ~ession of the Association; all of whom shall per
form wrh duties as usually devolve upon such officers. 

4 Any regularly organiz.ed Free Will Baptist Quarterly 
Meeting or church maintaining Gospel order, agreeing with this 
rlenomination in doctrine and practices in favor of the benevo
lent enterprises. as Sabbath schools, missions, temperance and 
education, may be received into this Association by presenting a 
netition asking to be received; and ministers and deacons desir
ing to become members, must be recommended by the church to 
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which they belong, appear in per son, and then by a vote of this 
Association, when such V'Ote shall be decided by a majority of all 
votes cast. 

5. This Association shall have power to discipline its Quar
terly Meetings and churches, exclude them for disorderly walk, 
if labor proves unsuccessful; to ordain deacons, to license and 
ordain ministers, such as give evidence of being qualified and 
called of God, by request of the church to which such persons 
bel'Ong; to settle such questions of discipline and doctrine as the 
Quarterly Meetings or churches may refer to them; to make any 
rules or By-Laws necessary to its regulation and not inconsistent 
with its Constitution: but in no case shall this Association re
verse a decision 'Of its Quarterly Meetings or in any way inter
fere with its internal regulations, nor hold any ecclesiastical 
power over the Quarterly Meetings or churches composing this 
Association. 

6. The sessions of this Association shall be held with only 
s uch churches that call for it by a vote of the church while in 
conference, and when two or more churches make such request 
for the same session, it shall be decided by a vote, and the ma
jority 'Of all votes cast shall be final. 

7. The sessions of the Association shall convene annually 
at four o'clock p.m. on Wednesda y before the first Sunday in 
September, at which time it shall be the duty of the Quarterly 
Meetings and churches composing this Ass'Ociation t o r epr esent 
themselves by delegates, and send written Teports. The Quar
terly Meetings are to r eport their spiritual standing, benevolent 
work, ministers licensed or ordained, and appeals if any h ave 
been taken. The churches are to report their spiritual stand
ing, benevolent work, names and addresses of their minis t ers 
and clerks, the names 'Of their deacons, meeting days, and sta
tistics; at which time the Associa tion sh'lll act upon such qnes -

' tion s and topics as may be r eferred to them through their com
mittees; and transact such other business, not repugn:mt to this 
Constitution n'Or to the usages of the denomination as in their 
judgment may promote the cause of Christ and the interest of 
the Quarterly Meetings and churches wi thin the limits of this 
Association. ' 

8. It is the duty of this Association to provide for the gen
eral union of the churches, to point out their inter ests and aid 
them in securing pastors, to put out evangelists and other min
isters in places where the Gospel is most needed, and Tequire a 
written annual report of each minister belonging to this body. 

9. This Constitution may be altered or amended by a two
thirds majority of all members at any regular session of this 
Ass'Ociation, when written notice setting forth the exact intended 
alterations or amendments shall have been given at previous 
meetings. __ 1 ~ 1 
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By-Laws 
1. The Clerk or Assistant Clerk, and in their absence the 

senior minister in years, shall call the Association into confer
ence, and if a quorum be present the Moderator or, in his ab
sence, the Assistant Moderator shall take charge; and if neither 
ar present. then ehe senior minister in years of service shall act 
as Moderator. 

2. All persons declared by the Committee on Credentials to 
be duly entitled to a seat in this Association and accepted by 

1this body, are hereby mad e full members of this Assuciation. 
3. Five members from two or more churches shall consti

tute a quorum for the transaction of business ; a less number 
slwll adjourn until that number is present. 

4. E~ch meeting s hall be opened by reading a portiun of 
the Bible and prayer, and closed by prayer. 

5 All Christians shall be entitled to a seat in council, and 
'may take part in all discu ssions, but members only shall be 

' allowed to vote. 
6. Any ruling of the Moderator may be overruled by a tw'O

thirds majority of all members voting. 
7. This Association shall sit with open doors, except when 

it shall g·o into a cummittee of the whole . 
8. It hall be the duty of the members of this Association 

to be prP ~ent rtt thp time appointed for each meeting, and any 
one wishing; to retire, shall first obtain the leave of the Mod
erator. 

9. All busines -, except routine, shall be brought before this 
body by committees; but should any committee refuse or fai l to 
present to this body any business given to it by any member of 
this Associatiun, then such business may be presented to this 
hnd.v by any m ember, but cannot be di scussed, unless by a vote 
of this body. 

10. All resolutions and reports shall bear the names of all 
members of ihe committee who favor them, and if the names be 
not a majority of all m embers of the Committee, then the Clerk 
~hall not read the resolution or report. 

11. The Moderator shall not allow di scussions when not 
carried on in a Christian spirit, or when he thinks it will lead 
to di."c·ord and division. 

12. Any one desiring to speak shall rise to his feet and ad
dress the Moderator by the appellation, "Brother Moderator," 
but shall not speak fm ther until recognized by the Moderator. 

13. Nu member of this Association shall be allowed to 
speak more than ten minutes or twice on the same subject with
out permission of the Association. 
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14. No one shall be interrupted while speaki ng- unless he 
depart from the subject under discussion, or uses words that 
cast reflecti'On upon the denomination or of one or more of its 
members. 

15. This Association may correspond by messenger or 
otherwise with other religious bodies. 

16. Anyone violating these By-Laws shall be ~u bject to a 
public reprimand by the Moderator. 

17. A majority of all votes cast shall be final upon all sub
jects except to amend the Constitution or By-Laws, and over
rule the Moderator, then it shall require a two-thirds majority. 

18. Each mini ster shall be given a yearl y certificate by the 
Association, provided there is no charge against him. 

19. No mini5ter of thi s Association shall pastor any church 
that has been excluded from this or any other association un ti l 
t hey set their house in order. 

20. The ordaining or licensing council shall be composed of 
'On1y all ordained ministeTS of the Association in good standing, 
presen t at each session. 

21. These By-Laws may be a ltered or am ended at any r eg
ular sess ion of thi s Association . 
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Order of Business 
This conference will open each day at 8:30 a.m. and 1:45 

p.m. P,eaching each day at 11:00 and at night; Thursday at 
3:00p.m. 

1. Convene on Wednesday at four o'clock p.m. 
2. Praise by congregation. 
3. Clerk calls the Association into conference. 
4. Clerk calls the Moderator to the chair . 
5. Moderator calls for the introductory sermon. 
6. Enrollment of ministers, ministers' wives, deacons and 

church cl E- rks . 
7. Appointmer.t of committees on credentials and Divine 

services-temporary. 
8. Call for !etten from churches. 
9. Call for letters from Quarterly Meetings. 

10. Call for petitionary letters. 
11. Call for report of Committee on Credentials. 
12 . Seat delegates and give right hand of fellowship. 
13. Roll Call. 
14. Elect a Moderator and assistant. 
15. Invite all Christians to seats in council. 
16. Call for corresponding letters and delegates. 
17. Seat delegate s. 
18. Read the By-Laws. 
19. Appointment of committees. 
20. Call for appeals from Quarterly Meetings . 
21. Call for rep ort of ExecutJve Board. 
22 . Call for Treasurer's report. 
23 . Call for report of corresponding delegates. 
24. Elect a member of Executive Board, or more, if vacancy 

exists. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 

Miscellaneous business. 
Call for ordination of ministers. 
Call for pastorles s churches. 
Call for ministers' written report. 
Call for election of evangelist. 
Elect corresponding delegates . 
Report of all committees. 
Determination of numbers of minutes to be printed. 
Call for money for minutes. 
Elect someone to deliver farewell address. 
Call for vote of thanks to Moder.ator. 
Call for vote of thanks to church and community. 
Select place for next annual session. 
Select someone to preach introductory sermon. 
Final report of committees. 
Discharge all committees. 
Adjourn with prayer. 
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