MINUTES

of the

101st Annual Session

of

UNION ASSOCIATION
OF
FREEWILL BAPTIST

Held with the Friendship Freewill Baptist Church
August 31 and September 1, 2000

OFFICERS
Moc_ierator ............. Bro. Jim Ragsdale
Assistant Moderator . . . ... ... ... Bro. Woodrow Coonce
e Sis. Violet Hinote
Assistant Clerk -~ - - oooe e Sis. Dorothy Gray
EXECUTIVE BOARD
Elder Donald Potter . . . . .. .. .. Term expires 2006
Elder Woodrow Coonce . . . . .. .. .. Term expires 2005
Elder JimRagsdale @ ... ....... Term expires 2004
Elder Don Ratterree . . . . . ... .. Term expires 2003
Elder Frank McCune . . . . .. .. .. Term expires 2001

The next Association will meet with Mt. Zion #1 Church
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. August 30 — 31, 2001 before the first Sunday in
September.






PROCEEDINGS

OF THE ONE HUNDREDTH ONE ANNUAL SESSION OF THE UNION ASSOCIATION OF TlIE H(EEWILL BAPTIST
WHEN CONVENED WITH FRIENDSHIP CHURCH, AUGUST 31 AND SEPTEMBER 1, 2000,

7:30 P.M., THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 2000

The one hundredth one annual session of the Union Asscciation convened with the Friendship

Church. The Association was colled o order by the Clerk and she culled Moderulor Bm Jim Rngsdule o

to the chair.
Moderator usked Bro. Donald Potter to lead in prayer. ,
The Moderator culled for singing, the (ongtegotmn sang “love Lifted Me™, 1 Know Who Holds
Tomorrow” and “Jesus is Coming Soon” ~
Moderater asked Bro. Jimmie Ragsdala to lead in proyer.
Moderator read for a saripture, James 4:17. :
Moderator called for special singing, Sis. Pam (onenglm song “Sheltered in the Arms Of God"
Bro. Ralph Marliere recd o poem “A Soldier of the Cross”, Bro. Walter Eyman read “No Greater Love”,
Emily Potter and Mary Ann Parmenter sang “Don’t Wlpe Those Tears From the Alter”, ond “From the
Manger to the Cross”, Sis. Betty Dye sang “You Never Mentioned Him to Me”

Bro. Frank McCunie was to bring the Introductory Sermon, but he was not present and the Church

doesn't have a Paster. Bro. Woodrow Coonce fook the stand to bring the Introductory Sermon. He
prayed then read I Tiimothy 4:1-4 and | Kings 18:21-26, and preached u very good sermon on “How
Long Helt Ye Between Two Opinions”. Turned back fo the Moderator. :

A song of invitation waos osked for “Where He Leads Me”. Aher prayer wos led by Bm Jim
Ragsdale. _

Moderator asked for roll call, nnd it was given.

Moderator chose the (redential Committee: Bro. Woodrow Coonte, Bro. Donu!d Potter and Bro.

Jimmie Ragsdale.

Moderator chose the Divine Committee: Sis. Maydell Dake, Sis. Vera Dixon, nd Sis. Velma Gray.

(ommittees were excused to read the lefters.
Moderator called for church letters, and Quarterly meeting lefters.

Testamonies were called for, several were given: Bro. Bentley Walker, Bro. Walter Eyman, Sis.

Linda Cottengim, Bro. Ralph Marliere, Bro. Roy Gray, Sis. Maydell Dake, Sis. Gloria Ragsdale, Sis.

Leota Urdahl, Sis. Mary Ann Coonce, Bro. Jimmie Ragsdale, and Sis. Pam Cottengim.
Moderator called for a report of the Divine Committee, they reported that Bro. Donald Potter

would preach ot 11 :00 Friday morning. Credentiol Committee reported fnvorubly on three churches,

stnhngthelr two requests. (oldSpnngs and Mt. Zion #1. Delegates were reglstered seatedwnh -

right hand of fellowship while we sang “Tha? Glad Reunion Day”.

Linda Cottengim announced that Mt. Zion would have their 75th anniversary and homecommg

on Sunday, September 17, 2000,
Service was dismissed with prayer led by Bro. Bobbie Dixon.
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9:30 u.m, Friday, September 1, 2000

Moderator Bro. Jim Regsdale opened the service by asking all to stand and ask Bro. R. E. Helsley
to leed in prayer.

Moderator read $1. Luke 17: 5°& 6.

Moderator called for congregational singing: “I'fl Meet You in the Morning”, “Come and Dine”
and “0, Come Angel Band", .

Maderator asked Bro. Woodrow Coonce to fead prayer.

Moderator called for church letters and petitional letters. Credential Commiltee was dismissed
to read the letters. ,

Clerk read the roll coll and the By-Laws.

Moderotor chose the rest of the committees. State of Religion Committee: Sis, Debbie Ritter,
Sis. Pam Cottengim, and Sis. Hozel Stephens. Sundoy School Committee: Sis. MuyDell Dake, Sis. Dale
Thomas, ond Sis. Betly Dye. Temperance Committee: Bro. Bobbie Dixon, Bro. Don Ratterree, and Bro.
Ronnie Epps. Obitvary Committee: Sis. Vera Dixon, Sis. Mery Ann Coonce, and Sis. ivona Pisrson.

Moderator called for Clerk to rend the Fetitionary letters.

 LETTERS TO THE UNION ASSOCIATION

Letter to the Union Association from the Douglus County Ouarterly Méeﬁng when convened with
Friendship Chusch August 31 and September 1, 2000,

Ve have 5 churches with 225 members, 13 preachers and 2 deucons On July 29, 2060 Bro.
limmie Ragsdale was Ordained to preach the Gosgelyaf God. Bro. Mike Jones returned his
membership to the Mansfield Church. We lost two Deacons this year as they went to he with the
Lord. Bro. Earnest Sparks from Willow Springs #2 and Bro. Ted Stillings of Breedan Church,

We send as delegates our beloved Sisters in Christ Gloria ond Mio Rogsdale, and we also send
$100.00 to help with the work of the Lord. We pray that you will receive our letters and delegatesto
help you in doing God's work.

Moderator — Bro. Roy Gray
(ferk — Sis. Violet Hinote

Letter from Wright County Quarterly Mesting of Freewill Buptists to the Union Assodiation when
tonvened with the Friendship Church on August 31 ond September 1, 2000,

We send as delegates our beloved Sisters Mary Lee Mabe and Sharon McKinney.. We are also
sending $100.00 to help with the expenses of the Assodation.

Ve hove 6 churches which reported tavorably ot our July meeting. We huve 11 ministers and 6
deacons. In February our Beloved Bro. Jerry Rofterree was Ordained to preach the word of God, and
in April our Beloved Bro. Ralph Marliere was Ordained to preach the Gospel. Bro. Rick Mabe was
licensed to preach the Gospel of our July meeting. Brp. Mike Benson moved his membershipto
another church. r : ‘

We voted as o group not to |om the State Assommon and we pray Ihul we will mnhnue to have
a Godly spirit with all of God's people. ; :
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Wa pray you receive our Ietter and our Sister Delegates to sid you in your Godly deliberations.

Moderator — Bro. Bentley Walker
Assistant Clerk — Sis. Doris McCune

Augdst 31,2000 Union Assouuhon of Freewull Boptms
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: :

The Mission Association of Freewill Baplists sends as (orrespondmg Delegales to your nnnuul ,

meeting Brother R. E. and Sister Rose Helsley. Our Assodiation held its 52nd Annual Session May 5

~ and 6 of this year. The Lord blessed and we are thankful for lhe pnv;ledge to be o pun of His
~ kingdom's work.

‘We encourage fellowshnp gmoung behevers in (hnst for their benefit ond to the glory of God. -
We invite you to send torrespondmg delegutes to our meeting in 200] God bless your Iubor is our '
prayer. :
In (hnst Glendu Kelth - [Ierk
Mission Assotiation o

Letter from M:msters ond Deacons Conference to the Umon Assouanon when tonvened with
Friendship Free Will Baptist Church an August 31 and September 1, 2000,

We send as Delegates Bro. Woodrow Coonce ond Bro. Doug lrwin. We pray you receive our
letters and deleguies 1o aid you in Godly delrhemhuns

The Ministers and Deacons Conference met of Friendship Freewill Buphsl Church on Murth 10
and 11, 2000 for its annvol meeting. There were seven in attendance. Two Ministers and fwo
Deacons reported by letter. Each Minister und Deacon gave o good report of their past year's - :
activities. :
As reported last year, the weather kept the attendance down in number, ogain Ihls year, but
the Church wos full of God's fove and spm' We enjoyed four spmtuul sermans, | several songs and
testamonies. :

If you were unable to attend this yeur we uige you fo join us ot Cold Springs Freewill Baptist
Church on March 9 and 10, 2001, ’ a L

' " Moderotor — Bro. Frank McCune
(lerk — Sis. Deona Matney

(lerk read the petitionory letters. .~ . = S

Call for Corresponding delegates. 123rd Annual Session of the Little Vine Assodiations of -
Genera! Baptists convened with Lilly Ridge Church — Dale Roberts, Pastor. (Date should hove been
March 24 — 25, but was changed to March 31 and April 1.) Called to order and sang some  songs,
prayer by Bro. Wieman King. Women's oge Handbell ringers who played “In The Garden™. - Also have
o teenage group of hellringers and young ones starting with colored bells. - .

Theme for session this yeor wos “Importance of Fomilies”. Friday mght messuge was on “How
to Fecognize Hurting Families” and used Joshua 24: 14-26. ’




TRy ET R EF T RYFETY

o

B

-7

Saturday morning business sessions: Read letter from Union Assodiation

Letter from White River Association of General Baptist — 118th session 9 churches, 652
members. :

Home Missions report by Bob Comer — Nixa Church is now self-supporting ond ready to build on
or build a new church which would seat 250-300 people. Springfield South Park — hod 150 for grand
opening and 100 Sunday before session. Mammoth Springs, Ark. — New church opening in former
Generol Baptist fadilily. Dlothe, Kansas — Hispanic church which ulso teuches Enghsh tlosses.

" Gave a very good and interesting reporl,

Report of Hammionds Mill Camp— 21 people saved or rededicated

Report from Dennis Johnson from Council Association — not having problems with Sunday School
literature us in the past. Hod 265 churches in-1999 end 274 in 2008, 5 new missionaries or 7 if you
count husband and wife teams. ®

" Set time of Association as 3rd Friday night in March every year.’ WI" convene for the 124th
session with Caboo! General Baptist Church March 16 and 17, 2001.

Dale Roberts took over to bring messoge. Gave definition of family as household, group of
people, fellowship together, Christian influence in the home makes a family. Adem was lonely, God
made woman and passed a divine blessing on the family. Parental authority was instigated and is
held together by love. Need family religion to be a stable family able to get through the storms
which come.

Saturday afternoon turned to David Evans — worked at Fordlund Henor Camp for 3yeurs as
Chaploin. 740 in Fordlond mostly from olcohol and drug abuse and have to ke taught to breuk the -
cycle. Read from and named 8 things we should be doing:

1. Concern for our self and family

2. Search for meoning -

3. Challenge ond admonish ene another with Jove
4.  Be uccountable 1o Church family '
5. Publicdisclosure of acts and fucts :
6.  Bonishment is possible in family. No secrets as many churches died over “secrets”
1. Leodership by ideos and pastors. :
Closed by reading Munhew 25. | was hungry and you fed me. Dismissed
' by Bob and Yera Dixon

Moderator called for election to the Executive Boord: Donald Potter was nominated and eledted.

Moderator called for a motion'to send Bro. Bion Irwm a card when we get his lener Monon
made, seconded and passed to do so. - : :

Coll for Evangelist report was s none, Bro Ralph Murhere volunteered to be Evangehst for the
coming year. ‘ |- : S

Moderator called for volunteers to go to Little Vine Association: Linda Conengum and MuyDelI
Dake. Mission Associntion: Bob and Yera Dixon: MISSOUH Assoduhon Donuld ond Portia Potter.
Cave Springs Associotion: Rolph Marliere and wnfe

Bro. Roy Gray dismissed for recess.



After recess Bro. Ronnie Epps led in prayer.
Moderotor read Luke 9:18. Congregation songs were “Won't It he Wonderful There?" and
“Yictary in Jesus™.
' Moderator colled for specials: Sis. Betty Dye sang “Take Him Down Bro. Roy Gray sang “When

| Make My Last Move”, Bro. Rolph read reudmg “The Tabledloth”, Sis. Pam Catlengim sang “Is My .

Lord Sofisfied with Me?"
Moderator called Bro. Donald Poiter to the stand, he read Reveluhons 1. 13 pmyed und
- preathed o good sermon on “Are We Honging On or Hanging Loose?”
Turned bock to the Moderator who asked for a song of invitotion “Have Thine Own Wny
Dismissed for lunch and usked blessing on the noon meal by Bro. Don Ratterree.

1:15 P.M.

Moderator asked Bro. Doug lrwin to lead in prayer. :

Moderutor read Ecdesiastes 12:13-14. Congregation sang “What o Dny That Wull Be”, "Just a
Little Tolk with Jesus™ and “| Want 10 be Ready fo Meet Him™.

Clerk read the finandol report.

Committee reports were read by the Assistant Clerk.

Obituary Report

Many of our older people are going on to meet their reword und it seems we do not hove
younger people joining our smaller churches. This leaves only a small number to attempt to keep th
services going. Pray the Lord will send more loborers into the Hurvest and let’s work lohelpit .
happen. : o
We are very thankful for the dedicated Christions who have remained faithful to the Lord unhl

the end of this life, and because iniquity shall ohound, the love of many shall wox cold. But he thet
_sholl endure unto the end, same shall be saved. Matthew 24:12-13.

In Revelations 14:12-13, John wrote “here is the patiente of the Seints, here are they that keef
the Commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus, and | heard o voice from Heaven unto me; Write,
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, thot they may rest
from their labors; and their works do follow them.

The following pecple have been colled 1o their reward since our lost meeting: Violet Clayton—
Hopewell; Joe Sanders — Mt. Zion #1; Earnest Sparks — Willow Springs #2; and Ted Smhngs -
Breedan.

Sis. Vera Dixon, Sis. Mary ann Coonce, & Sis. lvona Pierson .




Sunday School Committee

We, the Sunday School Committee, believe that Suriduy School is a very important part of church
services, and that each teacher should be o dedicated born-ugain Christian ond willing to olways to
do God's work. 1l Timothy 2:15 says to study to shew thyself approved unto God a werkman unto
God, o workman that needeth not to be ashomed rightly dividing the word of truth.

We believe that Sunday School is for ages and thut we should teach from the King James
Version only. .

Sis. Maydell Dake, Sis. Dale Thomas, Sis. Betty Dye

STATE Of Religion

We believe the church should use the King Jumes Version which is the true word of God.
Let us pray without ceasing and keep God first in our hearts and life. Ecclesiastes 12:13. “Itis
the whole duty of man to fear God and keep His commandments.”
Sis. Debbie Ritter, Sis. Pamels Cottengim, Sis. Hozel Stephens

Moderator asked for any business. None

Moderator called for the Number of Minutes — voted to have 125 printed.

Moderator called for Nominator for Memorial Address: Bro. Roy Gray was nominated and
elected for the 2001 meeting.

(lerk read the finonciol report.

Moderator asked are all represented — 4 churches did not report, 11 churches are in the Union
Association.

Moderator called for Ordmuhon of Ministers,_JNone

CaMled for Pustorless churches: Friendship, Willow Springs #2, und Breedan.

Call for setting of next Union Assouuhon MI Zion #£1, Cold Springs, and Maasfield asked for
it, M1, Zion elected.

Introductory sermon: Bro. Frankie McCune

Moderator: Bro. Don Ratterree '

Assistant Moderotor: Bro. Frankie McCune

Moderator asked for specials: Bro. Pete Conley, Sis. Charleen lrwin, Bro. Woodrow Coonce gave
good testamonies. Bro. Ralph Marliere read “The Old Alter”, Bro. Walter Eyman recited “Thot's What
Heaven Means to Me™.

Assistont derk read the Temperante (ommmfe report.



i
§

Temperance C&mmiﬂee-

Even though temperance is generally (onneded;wnh the use of alcoholic beverages and rightly
50 being os our church covenant states that we are to ubstum from the use and sale of alcoholic
beverages, and the scriptures tell us in Prov. 20 that wine bites like an adder and is a mocker.
Temperance should apply to all areas of our lives. | Cor. 25 “Every man that striveth for the mastery
is temperate in alf things.”

Temperoance should also apply to our deulmgs with our fellow man, if we see himina fuuh or
. if we feel he has wronged us. When we approach him, we should temperate in our attitude that we
~_ do not offend him, that we might win him or restore him to the Lord. Let us be moderate in all things
ond always follow the leadership of the Lord. :

- Don Ratferree, Bobby Dixon, Ronnie Epps

All committee repons were accepted.

Bro. Pete (onley led in prayer. :

Congregution song “0h, Come Angel Band”. Bro. Walter retned “Thut s What Heaven Means to
Me" again. Sisters MuyDell Dake and Mary Ann Parmenter song “Don’t Wipe Those Teors Off the
Alter™. :

Bro. Doug Irwin sang “Anchores Aweigh”, “Headed for the Promised lund" and “| (ame on
Business for the King",

Moderator called Bro. Lee Hompton to the stand for the Memorial nddress. Bro. Lee guoted
Romans 6:23 and read Proverbs 9:11-12 & Isaioh 6:1-8 during his sermon on “Isaiah’s vision and fear
the Lord and so as He says do”. Invitation song “No Not One”. Alter prayer.

Bro. Woodrow read Revelations 14:13, .

Moderator asked for announcements: Roses for Elmer Snyder and Bro. Roy Gray.

Bro. Doug and Sis. Corina frwin asked for prayer and annointing with oil, the Ordained Ministers
granted their request.

Standing ovation for thonks to the Maderator. -

Standing ovation for thanks to the church for hosting the Association.

-
Vote of thonks to the Clerk and Assistant Clerk. -

Dismissed by Bro. Ralph Marliere.
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IN MEMORY

Of the deceased itinisters of the Union Association of Freewill Bapfist

J.W.Homby
James 1. Halcomb
William Gosvernor

A.J. Barnett

Alfred Murr

0.F. Dennis

(.M. Brunstetter
D.H. Long
JW. Housley
James F. McCall
Narion b, Clift
Thomas Conner
H.A. Jones
J.T. Cole
Ora Keller
John i, Plunk
Ona Richordson

Dee Royster

Jumes Wolfe

levi T. Koch

Faye George

L.J. (Bud) Gearing

" Jumes Bli Burney

.M. (Bud) Cope
Orzn Buss
Willis Turner
John Kach
Clarence Ussery
0.1. Allen
R.T. Edwards
Horry Massey
Chorley McCallister
John Oxley
Preston Branstefter
Arthur Rich
Clond Smith
John Ratterree
JW. Newton
Sigel Moody
Mack Hal
Willie Wilson
Waheh Loy
Lovie Woke
Harve Maxwell

Ben Owens
W.H. Stephens
Earnest Detherage
Ervin York
N.E. Snyder
“Iro Owens
hrhie Coomer
Charlie Edwards
Oliver Letterman
Raper Dixon
Ed Phipps
Drew Smith
Owen Saladin
Orvil Stephens
Earl Baker
Jetf Williums
Kermeth Bass
Max lrwin
Issoc Dixon
Ebb Pryiett
|



MINISTERS
That registered

Woodrow Coonce
Roy Gray
Doug lrwin
Jimmie Rogsdale

Jim Rogsdale
Pete Conley

lee Hampton

Don Ratterree

MINISTER'S WIVES
That Registered

MaryAnn Coonce
Velma Gray
Corina trwin

Hozel Stephens
Inez Walker
Maxine Ratterree

Bentley Watker
Ralph Marliere
Donald Potfer

Gloria Ragsdale
Robbie Conley
Portia Potter




VISITING MINISTERS & WIVES
That Registered

"R IR E Helsley ond wife Rose v 6 T

"’Wq!'[er Eyman and wife Ellen- " * ;

Helen Batien
Charleen frwin

'DEACONS
That Regjstered
‘Bobby Dixon
~ Bob Clark

DEACON'S WIVES
That Registered

Vera Dixon
Moydell Dake
linda Clark

citves
That Registered

Robbie Conley

Linda Cottengim

Dale Thomas
Betty Dye

|
|
|
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. DELEGATES
That Registered

Bill Conley
Bobbie Cottengim
Pam Cottengim
Betty Dye
Ronnie Epps
Roy Gray
Roy Hampton
Keith Murray
Teresa Murray
Ivona Pierson
Debbie Ritter
Annette Sarter
Earnest Strong
Dale Thomas

DELEGATES FROM THE QUARTERLY MEETINGS
AND MINISTERS AND DEACONS CONFERENCE

Gloria Ragsdale

Mary Lee Mabe
Sharon McKinney

- Woodrow (oonce

Douglas County

............

Wright County

...........

Ministers and Deacons
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF CHURCH CLERKS

Elsie Atchison . . . .. Friendship .. ...... Ava, MO 65608
Robbie Conley. . . . .. Glenduole . Min Grove, MO 65711
Linda Cottengim . . . . Mt. Zion . ... ..Norwood, MO 65717
BettyDye . ... . Coldsprings ... ..MinGrove, MO 65711
Dane Sotterfield . . . . Mansfield T, Waosolg, MO 65773
Dole Thomas ... ... Breedon ... .... Ava, MO 65608
Lovra Walters . . . . .. Hopewell . .. Min Grove, MO 65711

QUARTERLY MEETING AND MINISTERS AND DEACONS CLERKS
Wright County Doris McCune
Douglas County Violel Hinote

.. Ministers and Deacons Deana Matney

NAMES AND ADDIiESSES» OF ASSOCIATION CLERKS

Violet Hinote Rt. 2, Box 711, Ava, MO 65608
Dorothy Groy 2356 Bell Crossing Rd. Mtn. Grove, MO 65717
o
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS

Mike Benson

Pete Conley
Woodrow Coonce
Roy Gray (Retired)
Lee Hampton

Leo Harmon
Bion Irwin
Doug Irwin
Donald Harris
Mike Jones

Ralph Marliene
Richard Martin
David Mathis
Frank McCune
Donald Potter

Jim Ragsdale
Jimmie Ragsdale
Greg Rancy

Don Ratterree
Jerry Ratterree -

Thomas Ratterree
Willie Roberts
Bobby Simmons
Danny Smart
Dwayne Sparks

Jack Stephenson
Ben Walker
Bentley Walker
J. D. Williams
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Hartville, MO

‘Mtn, Grove, MO
‘Ava, MO~

Nérwood, MO
Ozark, MO

Ava,MO

Ava, MO

Gainesville, MO -
- Vanzant, MO ..

"Squires, MO

“Mitn. Grove, MO

Dora, MO =

\ - Dunn, MO

Min. Grove, MO

Norwood, MO

Seymour, MO

Marshfield, MO

" Norwood, MO

Mtn. Grove, MO

Theodosia, MO

: Mtn. Grove, MO

Willow Springs, MO
Seymour, MO -+ -

. Mitn. Grove, MO -
' Dora, MO

. M. Grc;Ve, MO

Mtn. Grove, MG
Mtn. Grove, MO

~ Vanzant, MO
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Bulance onhand o rreeeseeseesens everees $ 830.09 °
Received from Churches  creeererreneeeesenens A $ 160.00
Received fmm Quurterly Mee'ings ....................... 5 70000

Totol 0 eeerrerreereresiiinieas $ 1190.00

" EXPENSES
hd

Minu'es .......-................-} ...... 5112.00
Poid Clerk  reereereseesreereeeseecenia " $100.00
Paid Assistant Clerk ~ creerrerseeeneiaanas serieerees $100.00
Paid for Sufe Deposit Box ~ +veveererreseesnes eeeeeennes $ 40.00

TO'O‘ ............................... . $352.00

New Balance g $838.09
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FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT

Having given ourselves to God‘by faith in Christ und adopied the Word of God us our rule of
faith and practice, we now give ourselves to one another by the will of God in this solemn covenant.
Ve promise by His groce to love and obey Him in all things, to avoid the appearunce of evil, to
abstoin from all sinfel amusements ond unholy conformity to the world; from ofl sanction of the use
and sole of intoxicating beverages, and to “provide things honest in the sight of all men”.

We agree to accept Christion admonition ond reproof with meekness, und to wotch over ong
another in love, endeavoring to “keep the unity of the Spirit” in the bonds of peate, to be coreful of

. one another’s hoppiness and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the offlicted,
odmonish the erring, and as far as we are oble, ta promote the success of the church and of the
gospel.

We will everywhere hold Christion principle sacred and Christian obligations und enterprises
supreme; counting it our chief husiness in life to extend the influence of Christ in sodiely; constantly
praying ond toiling that the kingdom of God may come and His will be done in earth as itisin
heaven.

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference to the study of the saiptures,
secret prayer, family devotions, and social worships; and by self-denial, foith, and good works
endeavor to “grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”. We will not
forsake the assembling of ourselves together for church conferentes, public worship and the
observance of the ordinances of the gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability for the support of
the church, its poor, and all its benevolen! work.

To this end we agree 10 labor for the promotion of education and denominational enterprises,
the support of missions, the success of Sunday schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of
the world. And may the God of peace sendtify us wholly, and preserve us blomeless unto the coming
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

FREEWILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. THE BIBLE — The Scriptures of the authorized King James version, both Old and New
Testament were given by inspiration of God and are our only infallible rule of faith and pradice.

2. GOD — There is one living and true God, revealed in noture s the Creafor, Preserver and
Righteous Governor of the universe, and in the scriptures as the Father, Son and Holy Ghost; yet
as one God infinitely wise ond good, whom oll intelligent creatures are to supremely love,
adore and obey.

3. CHRIST — Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine nature truly God in His human
nature truly man. The mediotor between God and man. Once crucified, He is now risen ond

, glorified ond is our ever present Savior and Lord.

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT —— The scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit all the ottributes of God. He is

the Reprover, Comforter, Guide und Sanctifier of men. ;

5. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD — God exercises o wise and benevolent providence over all
beings ond al! things by muintaining the constitution and faws of nature. He also pesforms
special acts of grace not otherwise provided as far as the highest welfare of man requires.
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THE SINFULNESS OF MAN — Man was created innocent but by disobedience fell into o
state of sin and condemnation. His posterity, therefore, inherited a fallen nature of such
tendencies that all who come to the years of accountability, sin and become guilty before God.
THE WORK OF CHRIST — The Son of God by His incarnation, life, sufferings, death and
resurrection affected for all a redemption from sin that is full gnd free and is the grounds of
salvation by faith.

THE TERMS OF SALVATION — The conditions of salvation are: 1. Repentance or sincere
sorrow for sin and the heorty renunciation of it. 2. Faith or the unreserved committol of one’s
self to Christ as Savior and Lord, with purpose to love and obey Him in ol things. In the
exercise of saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from the dominion of sin
and becomes a child of God. 3. Centinuance in fuith and obediente until death.

ELECTION — God determined from the beginning o save oll who should comply with the
conditions of salvation. Hence by faith in Christ men become His eled.

FREEDOM OF WiILL — The human will is free und self-controlled, having power to yield to
the influence of the truth and the Spirit and live, or to resist them and perish.

SALVATION FREE — God desires the sulvation of all. The gospelinvites all; the Holy Spirit
strives with oll; and whosoever will, may come and take the water of life freely.
PERSEVERANCE — All believess in Christ, who through grace persevere in holiness to the
end of life, have the promise of eternal salvation.

GOSPEL ORDINANCES —— Baptism, or the immersion of believers in woter, ond The Lord's
Supper are ordinances to be perpetuated under the gospel. Feet washing is an ordinance
teaching humility and is of universal obligation to be administered to oll true believers.

THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH — The divine law requires thot one day in seven be set apart
from secular employments and amusements for rest, worship, holy works, and umvmes, and
for personul communion with God, :

WAR — War destroys the lives of innocent people and is contrary to the New Tesmmem
therefore, we are opposed o wor,

RESURRECTION, JUDGEMENT AND FINAL RETRIBUTION — The scriptures teach
resurrection of oll men ot the last day. They thut huve done good will come forth to the
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of domnation; then the
wicked shall “go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous info eternal life”.

CONSTITUTION

From long experience we, the Freewill Baptist Quarterly Meetings and churches, ore convinced

of the nacessity of o combination of quarterly meetings and churches, to perpetuote our union and
communion among us and preserve and maintin a correspondence among each other in our union;
therefore, we propose to maintain and keep the orders und rules of our Assodiation according to the
following plan and form of government.

1. This Association shall be colled the Union Association of Freewili Baptist and sholi be -
composed of such well regulated Freewill Baptist Quarterly Meetings und churches as may
embody themselves under the constitution.
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The active members of the conference of the Associotion shall be two delegates from each
church, chosen by the members of their respective churches while in conference, fogether
with all ministers, ministers’ wives, deotons, deacons’ wives who belong to a Freewill
Baptist Church in the Association, church derks belonging to any church composing this
hody. Also three members from each quarterly meeting under the Association, two to be
chosen by each quarterly meeting and the other shull be the permanent clerk of the
quorterly meeting.

The officers of the Associotion shali be o Moderator und an Assistani Moderator, who shal
be elected annually, and hold their office until their successors shall be eleded; a
permanent Clerk and Treasurer, who shall superintend the printing of the minutes; an
Executive Board of five members whose duty it shall be to transoct oll business of the
Associntion when this body is not in session, and whose term of office shall be as follows:
one for one year, one for two years, one for three yeors, one for four years, and one for
five years; and ot the expiration of each of these terms, one is to be elected for o term of
five years; and who shall hold their office until their successor is elected. And further, if
any vacundies occur between sessions of the Assotiation, the board sholl fill such vacancy
or vacancies unfil the next session of the Assouauon all of whom shall perform suth
duties as usually devolve upon such officers.

Any regularly erganized Freewill Buptist Quarterly Meeting or church maintaining Gospel
order, agreeing with this denomination in doctrine and practices in fuvor of benevolent
enterprises, as Sabbath Schools, Missions, Temperance, and Education, may be received
into this Association by presenting o pefition asking to be received; and ministers and
deacons desiring to hecome members must be recommended by the church to which they
belong, appear in person and then by a vote of this Association, when such vote shall be
decided by the mujority of all votes cast.

This Association shall have power 1o discipline its Quarterly Meetings, or churches may
refer to them to make any rules or By-Laws necessary to its regulation und not
inconsistent with its Constitution; but in no case shall this Association reverse a decision
of its Quarterly Meetings or in any way interfere with its internal regulations, nor hold
any ecclesiastical power over the Quarterly Meetings or churches composing this
Association. ‘

The sessions of this Association shull be held with only such churches that call for it by a
vote of the church while in conference, and when two or more churches make such o
request for the same session, it shall be decided by a vote und the mojority of ol votes
cost shall be final.
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7. The sessions of the Association shall convegunnually at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday before
the first Sunday in September ot which time it shall be the duty of the Quarterly Meetings
* and churches composing this Association to represent themselves by delegates ond send
written reports. The Quarterly Meetings are to report their Spirituql standing, benevolent
work, ministers licensed or ordained, und appeals, if any have been taken. The churches
are fo report their spiritual standing, benevolent work, nomes and addresses of their
ministers and derks, the names of their deucons, meeting doys and statistics; at which
time the Association shall act upon such questions and topics us may be referred to them
through their committee; and transact such other business not repugnant to this
Constitution nor to the usage of the denomination as in their judgment may promote ihe
cause of Christ ond the interest of the Quunerly Meetings and (hurches within the limits
of this Assodiation.
8. - Itis the duty of this Association to provide for the general union of the churches, to point
out their inferests and aid them in securing pestors, to put out evangelists and other
" ministers in places where the gospel is most needed, und require o written annucl report
of each minister belonging to this body. -
- 9. . This Constitution moybe oltered or amended by two-thirds mmonty of all members voting
at any regular session of this Assaciation when written notice setting forth the exact
intended alterations or amendments shall be given ot previous meetings.

BY-LAWS

The (letk or Assistant Clerk, and in their absente, the senior minister in years of service, shall
call the Association into conference and if o quorum be present, the Moderator, or in his
ubsence, the Assistant Moderator, shall take charge und if nenher are present then the senior
minister inyears of service shall act as Moderator.

- M persons declared by the Committee on Credentials to be duly entitled fo a seat in this
Association and occepted by this body ore hereby made full members of this Assodiation.

Five members from two or more churches shall constitute o quorum for the tmnsumon of
business; a less number shall adjourn dntil that number is present.

Each meeting shall be opened by reading o portion of the Bible and prayer, and dosed by
prayer.

At} Christions shall be entitled to o seot in coundil, and moy foke pun m ull dlsmssmns but
members only shall be ollowed fo vote. '

Any ruling of the Moderator may be over-ruled by o two- thirds majority of all members voting.
This Association shall sit with open doors, except when it shall go into o commitiee of the
whole.

it shall be the duty of Ihe members of this Assoaunon 1o be present at the time uppmnted for
each meeting, and anyone wishing to retire shall first obtain the leave of the Moderator.
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All business, except routine, shall be brought before tkis body by committees, but should any
ommittee refuse or fail 1o present to this body any business given to it by any member of this
Associgtion, then such business may be presented to this hody by any member but cannof be -
discussed, unless by a vote of this bedy.

Al resolutions and reports shall bear the names of oll members of the committees who fuvor
them; and if the nomes be not a majority of ali members of the Committee, then the (Ierk shall
not read the resolution of report.

The Moderotor shall not olfow discossion when not carried on in o Christion spirit, or when he
thinks it will lead to discord and division. ,
Anyone desiring 1o speak shali rise to his feet and address the Moderator by appellation, -
“Brother Moderator”, but shall not speak until recognized by the Moderator.

No person shall be allowed to speak more thon 10 minutes each time, no more than twice on the
same subject without parmission of the Assoduntion.

No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless he depart from the subject under discussion,
or uses words thot cast reflection upon the denomination or on one or more of its members,
This Association may correspond by messcge or otherwise with other religious bodies. . .
Anyone viclating these By-Laws shall be subject to o public reprimand by the Mederator.

A majority of all votes cast shall be final upon all subjects except to amend the Constitution and
By-Laws, and over-rule the Moderator, then it shall require a two-thirds mojority,

. Each minister shall be given a yearly tertificate by the Association, provided there is no charge

against him,

No minister of this Assedation shall pastor any church thot hos been exduded from this or any
other Assodation until they set their house in order.

The orduining or licensing coundil shall be composed of orly ordained ministers of the
Assodiation in good standing present at each session.

These By-Laws may he altered or amended at any regular session of this Association. - ;
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ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE ASSOCIATION

This conferen(e will open Fridey at 9:30 o0.m. und 1:45 p.m. Preaching at 11:00 a.m. und 3:00 p m. on
Thursday night. .

L

Z

Canvene on Thursday at 7:30 p.m. hefore the first Sunday in September.
Proise by congregation.

-

Clerk call the Association into conference.
(Ierkicull the Moderator fo the chair. -

Moderator coll for the introductory sermon,

tnroliment of minisiers, ministers’ \yives, déutons, deacons’ wives, and church derks.
Appointment of committees on Credentials and Divine Services, temporary.

Calt for letters from churches. | |

Call for letters from Quarterly Mestings.

Call for petitionary letters.

Call for report on (omminee an Credentials,

Seat delegates and give right hand of fellowship.

Roli call.

. Invite alf Christians to seats in coundil.

Call for corresponding letters and delegates.
Seot delegates.

Reod the By-Laws.

Appoiniment of committees.

Call for appecl from Quarterly Meefings. |

Calt for report of Executive Boord. 2



1.
2.
3.
1.
.
26.
1.
28.
9.
30.
3.
32
3.
-
3.
36.
1.
38.
39.

40.

4.

13.

Call for Treasurer’s report,

Cull for teport of Evangelist.

Coll for report of corresponding delegates.

Elect a member o the Executive Board; or more than one if vaconcies exist.
Miscellaneous business.

Moderator inguires: Are all churches represented?
Call for ordination of ministers. \
Call for pastorless churches.

Coll for ministers’ writien reports.

Call for clection of Evangelist,

Corresponding delegates.

Report of oll committees.

Determinétion of number of minutes 1o he printed.
Coll for money for minutes.

tled someone to give Memorial Address.

Call for vote of thanks to Moderator.

Call for vote of thanks to church and community.
Select place of next annual session.

Select semeone fo preach introductory sermon.

Finol report of all commitiees.

. Discharge of all committees.

Elect moderator and essistant.

Adjourn with prayer. 23
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