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MINISTERS' MEETING. 

WEDNI<;SDAY. 
'Ministers from the various conferences met 

with the church at Trent, Pamlico county, 
March 5th, 1902. 

1Eldt:r E. T. Phillips preached the introductory 
from 2 Tim 2: 15. ''~tudy to show thyself ap
proved untv God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth." After an in termissio11 of forty-five min
utes, tbe meeting reassembled. 

Eldt"r R C. Jackson was elected president and 
E. T. Phill ips clerk. 
r, The following ministen; were enrolled: E. T. 
Phillips, R C. Jackson, J. M . Barfield, W. H. 
Frost, V. G. Brittain, R I Corbe~t. J. \\'. Al
ford, T. A. Mozingo arid H. Cunnin_gham. 

The following committt.t:s were appointed: 
lVDevotional-L J. Sawyer, J.M. ~a ... vyer and 
V. G. Brittain 

Query-W. H. Frost, J. \iY. Altord and V G. 
Brittain. 

Obttuaries-J. W. Alford, E.T. Phillips and 
V. G. Brittain. . 

All visiting brethren were invite:! tu seats in 
the body. 

The devotional committee report: TI. Cun
ningham open and J •, W Alford ,preach tonight; 
J.M. Barfield open and R. C. Jackson preach 
tomorrow. 

The meeting disposed of the following queries: 
1. What shonld a ministtr do when first vis

iting a commuuity? It was discussed b_v the 
following elders: W. H Frost, E. T. Phillips, · 
V. G. Brittam, T. A . . Mozingo and R. C Jackson. 
It was decided that he sh0uld hold up Christ 
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d use all earnestness in winning souls to Him. 
2. How should church members be dealt with 

for non-attendanct? Discus~ed by Elders Brit
tain, Frost, Corbett and R. C. Jackson. It was 
deciderl that stridness {n church discipline ,va~ 
the life of the church, that members wbo ha.bi tu- · 
ally absent themselves from their regular church 
meetings should be admoni$hed by the deacons 
nr by a committee appointed by the churc:1. If 
they still persist, they should, without a valid 
excuse, be expelled from the church. 

3. ·what is the Bible doctrine of laying on of 
haods? Discussed by Elders Brittain, Frost, 
Jackson, Phillips and others. It was decided 
that laying on of hands is a part of our doctrine 
and that to fail to practice it is a departt1re 
from our faith. 

4. The best method of organizing Sunday 
Schools in the various churches and communi
ties, also tbe test method of interesting the 
whole membership in tbl! work? Discussed by 
Elders Jackson, Brittain, Alford, Corbett, Phil
lips and others. It was decided that each 
church should be taught the importance of the 
Sunda.v School. Tuat µa.rents should accom
pany their children to the same. That great im
portance should be attached to the teaching 
and that our own literature should bt: used 'as 
much &s possible. 

On motion, the meeting aojo.urn until 0. o'dook •· 
Thursday morning. Benediction by the l\1od. 

THURSDAY. 

Met ac~ording to adj0urnmcnt. Praise and 
prayer by J.M. Barfield. Minutes of ye:?terday 
read and approved. 

The 5th query was taken up; viz , "What is 
the best method for raising mission funds? It 
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was Jiscussed at ~ome length hy Elder3 Barfield, 
Frost, J acks',n, Phillips, Mo7ingo, anq Bro. T. 
J. Sawyer. It was agreed that ministers should 
preach mission sermons and that quarterly col
lectioas should be taken at the churche3. That 
we bhonld see that the t1nio11 meetings are weli 
supporte<l and much mission work clone through 
them. Further, rach church should bv all means 
send a becoming fond to the Gcne,:al Aonunl · 
confercnc~s ior thi-.. work. c\l.;0 erich church 
slioulrl have a finar!ce c ,,111:11ittec hr this ve-:y 
essential work. 

(>. What is meant by the pre~ching to the 
spirits in prison as rccorrled in 1 Peter 13: 19? 
;-Jearly all the ministers present had something 
to stly on this subject. It v. as decided that the 
prisoner~ ,,·ere sinners, who had noc received 
the gift of t'.1e Soirit. 

The committee nt arrangements report: R. I. 
Corbett open and II. Cunningham preach to
ni_ght. 

It was agrted that the query cnmmittee be a 
standing committee and that t'Jey make ~ut a 
list of queries for our next session several weeks 
previous to the meeting. 

Moved i.hat H Cunningham preach the intro
ductory and \V. H. Fro;-;t be the altern:1te at the 
next session. 

On motior,, the 
president. 

meeting close. Prayer by the 
R. C. JACKSO~, Pres., 

E. T. PHILLIPS, Sec'y . 

• 
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COKSTITUTION OF THE MINISTERS' 1IEETI.N'G. 

ARTICLE 1. A ministers' meeting of the Original 
Free Will :Baptist of~orth Carolina shall meet at least 
once every year. \Vednesday before the meeting of the 
union Cor!ferencc anc.l hold until the opening of the 
same, at the appointed place for the Union Conference. 

ART. 2. An introductory sermon shall he preached 
at the setting of the ministers' meeting each year. 

ART. 3. The minister who preaches the introducto
ry shall preside over said meeting until a president is 
elected. 

ART. 4. Each meeting shall ha,·e po,vcr to elect such 
officers as 111:1.y be needfol. 

ART. 5. The meeting shall be to de,·isc plans for the 
advancement of the Gospel of Christ. 

ART. G. It shall be the duty of the nJeeting to keep 
unity between the brother ministers and to understand 
each other's work, so that o:u preaching will not con
flict in preaching the gospel. 

ART. 7. All ministers who wi-,h to become members 
of the ministers' meeting, shall make application at the 
regular sitting of said meeting, and shall b~ received by 
the regular vote of that meeting. 

ART. S. All members composing said meeting shall 
be required to attend annually, unless providentially 
hindered. 

ART. 9. The meeting shall ha,·e po,ver to exclude 
any member of said meeting, for any clisorclcrly walk. 

ART. 10. This meeting shall have the power to make 
or amend any rule or hy-law they may think necessary, 
in carrying out its benevolent purpose. 

ART. 11. All members composing this meeting shall 
be required to vote pro or con, unless excused by the 
President. 

ART. 12. The President shall hm·e suprc;~;c power to 
call any person to a point or order during the sitting of 
the meeting. 

ART. 13. No person shall speak over ten minutes on 
any subject "·ithout the consent of the President, and 
shall be allowed to speak twice if necessary. 

ART. 14. The proceedings of the ministers' meeting 
shall be published in connection with the minutes otthe 
Union Conference. 
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U:\'IO~ CONFEHENCE. 

The Thirteenth Annual Session of the Union 
Conference of the Original Free Will Baptist met 
with the church at Trent, Pamlico cnunty, 
March 7th. 1902. Eld. R. C. Jackson preached 
the introdncton-. Trxt: ~IaLt. 7:28. 

The follv\, ing. ·were enrolled as members of 
the c0nfereaet·. 

Officers-R. C. Jackson, Mod ., E. T. Phillips, 
Sec'y, and J.M. BarfielJ, Tre:-:ts. 

Ministers-]. M. Barfield, H .. Cunningham, J. 
W. Alford, R I Corbett, E. T. Phillips, T. A. 
Mozingo, V. G. Brittain and W. H. Frost. 

The following committees were appointed: 
Devotional-T. J. Sawyer, V. G. Brittain and 

] . M. Sawyer. 
Finance-A. Casey, W.R. Sawyer and E. S. 

Broughton. 
Temperance-J. W. Alford, R. I. Corbett and 

T. A. Mozingo. 
Education-\V. H. Frost, C. K.. Dunn and J . 

M. Barfield. 
Sunday Schools-F. Rowe, J. F. Heath and 

C. K. Dunn. 
lviissions-R. C. Jackson, E.T. Phillips and E. 

S. Broughton. 
The reports were read from the various church

es represented. [Sec table ofstatistic5]. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. , 

EnucATION.-We congratulate the trustees of 
the Seminary in securing the services of Prof. 
Thos. E. Peden, A. l\I., who is in every way wor
thy ol our confidence and support-a man of 
great piety, deep learning and a most excellent 
instructor. Prof. Geo. Prescott, his co-worker, 

• 
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is also a proficient teache.r and a most excellent 
young man . Miss Lillian M .. Munn, the prima
ry teacher, is also worthy of our confidence and 
cheerful support. 

RESOLVED, 1, That the subject 1Jf education 
be constantly kept befor~ our people. 

2~D , That wc earnestly request our ministry 
and laity to use their best tfforts for the building 
up of o,ur Semmary at Ayden, N. C., in soliciting 
;:>upi1s anct means for its support . We forther 
urge our yotmg men who feel divinely called to 
preach, to accept the exctlleut advantages offer
ed them at our institution of learnine; those who 
cannot attend the school to taketh~correspond
ence course uuder Prof. Peden. 

31rn ., We ask our people to support the organ 
ot our denomination, THE FREE WILL B.\PTIST, 
also support onr Pub. Co. at Ayden, N. C. 

4TH., We in-,isL that every borne be supplied 
with tile FREE WILL BAPTIST ar!d that they ral
ly to its support. 

5TII, \Ye therefore recommend that this hon
orable bod_v accept the course of Theological 
study as taught in our Seminary at Ayden, .N. C. 
for the future basis of ordination of future ap-
plicats for the ministry. Cmr:mTTTIE. 

The above report was adopted. 
TEMPERAKCE.-Seeing the fearful ravages of 

intemperance and the evil for which there is no 
remedy, save total absttnence. 

Resolved, 1st, That we request our ministers 
to preach not less than two sermons each year 
in each church on this subject. 
· · .'.::. We insist on the young people organizing 
themselves into temperance organizations and 
pushing the work to the front. 
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3. That we do not tolerate its use in any form. 
4. Every member frequenting bar-rooms and 

other drinking places should have the censure of 
the church resting on liim and be dealt with. 

The above report was adopted. 
Co:-.nnTTEE. 

MJSSIO.Ns.-"vVf', your con1m1ttec on missions, 
beg lief to ~ubmit the f oilowing: 

1. \Ye c:ichise that each pastor preach at lem.t 
two mi sion sermons to his church each ,·ear. 

~- That we raise a greater amount o·f fonds 
for our union meetings and that each union 
meeting support :it least one or two mission 

,, points. sending some of their best tallcnted ;oin
isters to the same. 

3. We ask tb:-i.t each <"hurch send a becom111g 
sum to its annual conference for this special 
purpose, Co:m,IITTEE. 

The above report was adopted. 

SADIUTII Scrrocr.s. - Whereas, Sabbath schools 
are indispensnble /actors pertaining to the sue
ces::.ful training of the young and the 1uture suc
ce:-s ot the chu!'"ch. Th reforc, be it rt~olved, 

1ST , That our pastors and :--hurch oflicials use 
every effort to esfablish nnd maintain Sunday 
schools in all our churclu s. 

2xu., That we as loyal men and women, see 
to it that our ch1klren aHend Sabbath school. 
We further instruct that our people use our own 
literat1u-e in the schools, when it is possible, anJ 
that the officers be chosen from the members of 
the church, and that each school make an annual 
report to this couferencc. Co11nnTTEE. 

The above report ,v:,s adopted. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Received at this confer~nce, $21. 5, 
Paid to Clerk, 5.00, 
Balance on band, - 16.85. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. M. BARFIELD, Tre:ts. 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS. 
On motion, we change the time of holding our 

Union Conference from Friday before the second 
Sunday in 1\1an.:h to Friday before the second 
Sunday 1n January. 

The following officers were elected for two 
years: R. C. Jackson, Moderator; E.T. Phillips, 
Secretary, J. l\L Barfield, Treasurer. 

On m0ti0n, the next session of the Union Con
ference meet at Reedy Bran!!h church, Pitt coun
ty, near Winterville station, on Friday follow
ing the l\linisters' Meeting, which meets on 
Wednesday before the 2nd Sunday in Jan., 1903. 

On motion, the program committee appoint 
some one to preach a s€rmon on mi~sions, also 
one on doctrine. 

Elder P. T. Lucas was elected to preach the 
introductory at the next union and Elder C. A. 
Jackson to be his alternate. 

A vote of thanks was h:ndercd the ~ommunity 
ot Trent church for the very liberal way in which 
they entertained both the Ministers' Mt!eting 
a!'ld Union Conference. 

On motion, the secretary be allowt:d $5.00 for 
preparing the manuscript and distribnting the 

• +-mmu~es. 
The devotional committee report: Elder Bar-

field open and Corbett preach tonight; Alford 
open and Phillips preach tomorrow at 11 o'clork; 

' 
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Saturday night, Corbett open and Alford preach; 
Alford opeu and Curbett preach Sunday. 

The following nsolucion by V. G. Brittain was 
adopted: Resolved, That ~ach mini~terbeearn
estly requested to keep the cause of the Union 
Conferenc-e before the minds of tbeir congrega
ti'1ns Also that the churches pay the expense 
of ministers and dt!egates to the meeting. 

On motinr., tbe conference adjourn to meet 
with Reedy Brnnch (hurch, Pitt county, on Fri
da v before the 2nd Sunday in January. 1903. 

Praise and prayer by E-I. Cunningham. 
R. C J.\.CKSON, Moderator, 
E.T. PHILLIPS, Secretary. 

CONST]Tl' TIO;-.; OF THE c. · roN CONFERE;-.;CE. 

ART. 1. This body shall be known as the Original 
Fr~e Will Baptist General Union Conference. 

ART. 2. The object of this conference shall be to pro
mote Clwist's Kingdom among men by mea ns in strict 
conformity to the Holy Scriptures, in our co-operation 
together in having the doctrine of Christ p1·eached for 
the sah-ation of souls. 

ART. 3. The officers of this body shall be a l\Iodera
tor, Treasurer, Corresponding and Recording Secretary, 
who shall be elected for a term of two years, who shall 
hold their office until their successors are elected, ,vhich 
election shall take place one year prcdous to their en-
tering upon the duties of their office. . 

ART. 4. This conference shall be composed ofthe 
ministers of the several conferences or associations o~ 
the Original Free Will Baptist of North Carolina am 
of delegates from the different conferences, association!" 
or church~s. Every 300 m embers or fraction thcreo -
being entitled to one delegate. 

ART. 5. The delegate from each church, shall bear 
to the conference, a letter certifying his appointment. 
showing the amount of contribution raised for benevo
lent purposes during the year, and total number o 
members and nothing more. 

ART. 6. This conference may, at each regular meet-

• 

I 
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mg, elect as many 1Joan1s of sfanc1ing ccmmittees as 
may be necessary in carrying out its bcne\·olent purpo
ses. These shall keep a record of their proceedings and 
make a report at each regular meeting of this con
ference. 

ART. 7. Any minister, conference, or church, desiring 
to become a member of this body shall present his or 
her petition at a regular session of conference through 
a <ldegate appointed for that purpose. If he or she be 
rcceivecl, the moderator shall extend to her delegate the 
right hand offello,,·ship. 

ART. 3. The moderator may extend to Yisiting 
brethren all the privileges of the h()(ly sa\·e that of 
voting. 

A.RT. 9. Each conference is a distinct and independ-
ent organization with full authority tc manage its o,vn 
internal affairs, ekct its own officers, etc. 

A.RT. 10. This constitution mav he nmendecl at anY 
regular session by a vote oft\\·o-thinls of the membe1:s 
present. 

ORDER OF BCSI~ESS. 

1. Introductory sermon. 
2. Enrollment of those entitled to membership. 
3. Organization. 
4. Appointment of committees. 
5. Call for petitionary letters. 
6. Hand of fellowship to yisiting brethren. 
7. Reports from churches. 
R Reports from committees. 
9. Resolutions. 

10. Miscellaneous business. 
1-1. Adjournment. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE. 

DELEGA'rES. 

E ~ ~ 3 
<lJ V Col UJ 
""' .., P:.o 
A ::S '-' 0. 
ci t:: 0;... 

z ;::; '1.t --------------------~---1-· - --· -
Dm·is Shore, ............ Carteret, /By V. G. Brittain,...... 68 $.1.00

1
$100. 

Edwards, ................ 'Beaufort, By Y. G. Brittain,...... 19 23 1 ... ..... . 

St. 1lary ................. Craven, By\\'. II. Frost .......... ' 93 501 :mo. 
Antioch,.................. " F. P. Rowe,A. Fulcher 110 1.101 125. 
Reunion Chapel....... J. F. Heath,...... ......... 27 30 20. 
Hull Road, .............. Greem.:, ,\. T. Dawson, ............ 26!1' 1.00' 10(>. 
Howell Swamp,...... " By R. I. Corbitt ... ...... 1611 1.00 150. 
Sts. Delight,............ By J. l\l. Barfield, ...... 206 1.00 75. 
Little Creek,............ By J. :\[. Barfield, ...... 130 1.00 50. 
G1·i111$lcy,................. By E. T. Phillips ....... 137 1.00 75. 
Trent, ...................... I'amlico, E. S. Broughten, ........ 18G 1.00

1 

328. 
Arapahoe, ........ ..... .. / " jC. K. Dunn, ............... 196 1.00 125. 
l~~thel,..................... ". T. 11.1!:ui.in, ..... ....... 1~6 1.00 125. 
:Kmston, .................. Lenou-, By J. \\. Alford,......... ,o l.OOI 675. 
Hugo,...................... " 

1
By E.T. Phillps, ........ /' 48 1.001' 50. 

1Iarlboro, ............... Pill, By R. I. Corbitt, ........ 1. ~~• 1.00 7~. 
Ayden,..................... By J . .:\I. Barfield, ...... ,>, 1.00 7J. 
Reedy Branch,......... ByiLctter, .......... ..... .. . 3+2 1.00 ·· ·····-
l'ine Lcvd, .............. Johnston, By Letter, .................. 21. 3/1 1.001 ........ . 
Flood's Chapel, ....... ,'ash, Illy RI. Corhitt, ........ j 5G 50 100. 
Pleasant Union,...... •· By Letter,.................. :l() 23, ....... _ 
I'lcasant Grow, ...... \\'ayne, By Letter, .................. 22. ,>I 1.00 ........ . 
Casey's Chapel,...... '' fA. Casey, ................... , 72 1.00/ ........ . 
Core Point, .............. Beaufort, By\'. G. Brittain,..... 38 2:i / 50. 
1larshSwn111p, ........ \\'ilson, By Letter ................... 122 1.00 ·······-
People's Chapd...... " By Letter,.................. 71:> 30 ....... _ 
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TRIBUTE QptRESPECT TO ELD. C.R. PEARCE. 

By order of the ministers' meeting at Trent church, 
Pamlico Co., :\larch 5th, 1902. 

It is with sorrow that we are called upon to giYe a 
passing tribute of respect to one of our worthy mem
bers, whom the Great l\Iaster has called from labor to 
reward. Elder Pearce was a member of the Free Will 
Baptist church for 32 years, having unitecl with Union 
Grove church, ,vayne Co., when quite a young man. 
He was a c1eYout minister for 2 year.. \Yilh a limited 
education he was a great power for Goel and the faith 
he dearly loved. He was a successful pastor, hm·ing
the care of seven churches at his death. In the S. S. 
work he took the highest delight, being the great 
leader of this '<York -in the ,vestern Conference. He 
married ~Iartha J. Rains of Johnston Co. ancl li\·ed 
happily with her for 18 years. An exemplary husband, 
a kind father and a most excellent neighbor, was Elder 
Pearce. His spirit took its flight on the 26th of April, 
1901. Peace to his dust. 1fay God comfort his sor-
rowing family and friends. Committee. 




