
MINUTES 

OE THE 

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

'tet1iot1 9\ssociatio!J 
OF THE 

OE THE SJATE OF OKLAHOMA 

A.UGUST 6, 19_6 ·6 

~en Convened With 

THE GERMAN CHURCH 



ORDER OF BUSJNESS 

Saturday Morning - 10:00 O'clock 

I. Devotional 

2. Reading of the minutes of last association 

3. Call for Church letters 

4. Seating of delegates 

5. Appointment of Pulpit Committee 

6. Miscellaneous business 

7. Adjournment 

8. Short recess 

9. Introductory sermon 

Saturday Afternoon 

I. Devotional 

2. Reading of minutes of morning session 

3. Treasurer's report 

4. Unfinished business 

5 . .Selection of place where the next 
association will meet 

6. Election of Officers 

7. Extentding a vote of thanks 
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MORNING SESSION 

The Union Association of Free Will eaptists met for !rhe 
Annual Associotion at the German Free Will Baptist Church 
on August 01 1966. The meeting was opened by a welcome 
from the moderator and the congregation sang "Trust and 
Obey." erothsr Muri! Wilson brought the morning devotional 
using I :Peter 5:1-7 as the text. The congregation sang "Love 
Lifted Me" after which the minutes were read and accepted. 
Eight churches reported and their letters were iread and the 
delegates seated. 

Brother Arthur Klein, erother (Chester Hicks and Sister Fern 
Crispin were appointed to the Pulpit Committee. Erother 
Jake Hicks and Dr. J. D. O'Donnell Jwere chosen to bring the 
morning messages. 

Brother N. R. Smith came and thanked all the churches for 
their giving to the Cooperative Plan. The stete received over 
$ I 05, 000 this past year. After a short recess Brother Jake 
Hicks and Dr. O'Donnell brought the messages and we were 
dismissed for lunch. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

The afternoon session was opened with singing after which 
Dr. O'Donnell gave a report on Oklahoma Bible College. He 
said they are lasking the Union Association to give $2,000 
this coming year to 0.B.C. B-rother Carroll Crispin gave the 
yearly treasurer's report. It. was noted that our giving was up 
$1,500 over last year's. Motion sustained to accept the treas• 
urer's report. 

erother Clyde Hamar gave the report of the Credential 
Board. They examined erother Ackley Carter and found him 
sound, recommended him to be licensed to preach. Motion 
sustained to accept this report. 

The German Church was given a standing vote of thanks 
for iheir hospitality. Motion sustained that ;Dr. O'Donnell of 
O.B.C. present us with a list of books needed for the college 
library so the Union Association will have a project for the 
coming year. Motion sustained to give O.B.C. $100 to be 
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used in chapel furniture. 
For the coming year the following churches were selected 

for meeting places: November-Weatherford; February -
Clinton; May-Pleasant Valley: August-Sayre. 

Results of the election of officers are as follows: 
Moderator -------------------- .Rev. Clarence Shepherd 
Assi~tant Moderator __________________ Rev. Clyde Hamar 
Clerk --------------.---------------- Rev. Odell Nunley 
Assistant Clerk ______________________ Sister Beulah Klein 
Treasurer ---------------------- Brother Carroll Crispin 
Reporter ______________________ Sister Mattie Hutchison 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn until Nov­
ember when we meet with the Weatherford ,church. Dismiss­
ed in prayer by Brother Eddie Klein. 

OFFICERS 
Moderator -------------------- Rev. Clarence Shepherd 
Assistant Moderator __________________ Rev. Clyde Hamar 
Clerk -------------------------- ___ _ Rev. Odell Nunley 
Assistant Clerk ______________________ Sister Beulah Klein 
Treasurer ______________________ Brother Carroll Crispin 

Reporter ---------------------- Sister Mattie Hutchison 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Audie Rice, 5 years ------.-------------------- Guymon 
Paul Epperley, 4 years -------------------------- Webb 
Ralph Hutchison, 2 years ------------------.---- Clinton 
Clarence Shepherd, I year ____________________ Clinton 

CREDENTIAL BOARD 
Earl Guinn, 5 years --------------------------- Clinton 
Clyde Hamar, 4 years -------------------- Weatherford 
Eddie Klein; 3 years ---------------------------- Butler 
Muri! Wilson, 2 years --------------.-------------- Webb 
Clarence Shepherd, I year ______________________ Clinton 

HOME MISSION BOARD 
Chester Hicks, 3 years -------------------------- Webb 
Troy Smith, 2 years ---------------------- Weatherford 
Ralph Hutch:son, I year ------------------------ Clinton 
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ORDAINED MINISTERS 

Rev. Adrian Condit__________________________ Guymon 
Rev. Earl Guinn ------------------------------ Clinton 
Rev. Clyde Hamar ______________________ {Weatherford 
Rev. Ross Hamar ------------------------ Custer City 
Rev. John Jones ------------------------------ Putnam 
Rev. Cledius Langley _________________________ Clinton 
Rev. Odell Nunley ------.----------------·------ Clinton 
Rev. Carl Sharp ------------------------------ Yukon 
Rev. Clarence Shepherd _______________________ Clinton 
Rev. J. L. Ven Winkle ,---------------------------- Sayre 
Rev. Carl Walter ---------------------------- Shawnee 
Rev. 8-ill Williams ---------------------------- Clinton 
Rev. N. H. Williams --------------------------- Taloga 
Rev. Muril Wilson ------------------------------ Lenora 

MINISifERIAL REPORT 

Rev. Earl Guinn 
Number Sermons Preached _____________________ 26 • 

Number Conversions --------------------------- I 
Number Miles Traveled ------------------ Unknown 

Rev. Clyde Hamar 
Sermons preached ----------------------------- 90 
Miles traveled ----------------------------- 5,000 
Funerals ------------------------------ 2 ($55.00) 
Weddings --------------------,-------- 3 ($28.00) 
Pastor's salary -------------------------- $1,440.00 

Rev. Odell Nunley 
Sermons delivered --------------------------- 100 
Miles traveled ----------------------------- 5,500 
~eddings ----------------~----------------~-- I Funerals ,_______________________________________ 0 

Conversions ---------------------------------- 2 
Rededications --------------------------------- 3 
Money received ------------------------- $2,080.00 
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Rev. J. L. Van Winkle 

Miles traveled ------------------------------ 8,000 
Sermons delivered ----------------.----------·-- 123 
Money received ------------------------ $1.800.00 
Conver~ons ---------------------------------- 3 
Funerals --------------------------.----------- 2 
Weddings ------------------------------------- 2 

Rev. Muril Wilson 

Sermons delivered --------------------------- 100 
Miles traveled ---------------------------- 12,000 
Weddings ----------------------------------- 0 
Funera~ ------------------------------------- 2 
Conversions ---------------------------------- 2 
Rededications ------------------------------- 6 
Money received ________________________ $2,550.15 

Rev. Clarence Shepherd 

Sermons delivered ---------------------------- 100 
Miles traveled ------------------------------ 6,000 
Weddings ------------------------------------ 2 
Funerals ------------------------------------- 3 
Money received ------------------------ $3,140.00 
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ANTIOCH 

To the Annual Union Association of Free Will eaptists 
meeting at German Church on August 6, 1966: 

Delegates: Marguerite Edgar, Lorena Higgins, Myrtle 
Higgins. 

Alternates: Florence Morton, Pete Higgins, Delberf Hig­
gins. 

Period of time covered in this report: From August 7, 
I~-~ to August 6, 1966. 

Church name, and address: Antioch Free :Will Baptist 
Church. 

Pastor's name and address: Rev. em ·Williams, 411 North 
Ninth, Clinton, Oklahoma. 

Clerk's name and address: Mrs. Paul iWatt, Putnam, Okla., 

Church membership ------------------.-------- 34 
Resident --------------------------.---------- 32 Non - resident ____________________________ , ____ 2 
Sunday School average attendance ______________ 23 
General Offerings ----------·------------ $1,054.08 
Sunday School ----------------------------- 182.27 
Pastor's Salary --------------·-------------- 935.00 
Evangelistic work --------------------------- 10.00 
Literature ----------------------,---------- 47.80 
Electricity and butane ______________________ 54.62 

Flowers ----.------------------,------------ 27.20 
Gifts __________________________ ,__________ 24.04 

Cooperative plan ----------,---------------- 40.00 
Home Missions ----------------------------- 20.00 
Stove ___ -----------.---------------------- 93.94 
Amount enclosed for minutes, fees, etc. ________ 25.00 



CLINTON 

To the Annual Union Association of Free Will Baptists 
meeting at German Church on August 61 I 966: 

Delegates: Darlene Smith, Pauline Shepherd. 

Alternates: Eddie Newton, Lydia Newton, Jean Ann Brehm. 

Period of time covered in this report: August 7, 1965 to 
August 61 1966. 

Church and address: Clinton First Free Will El'aptist Church, 
14th Street and Nowahy, :Clinton, Oklahoma. 

Pastor's name and address: Rev. Clarence Shepherd, 1124 
Blackstone, Clinton, Oklahoma. 

Clerk's name and address: Mattie Hutchison, 522 South 
12th, Clinton, Oklahoma. 

Auxiliaries: Sunday School, C. T. S., Prayer Meeting. 

Church Membership ------------------------- 62 
Re~dent ------------------------------------ 47 
Non - resident -------------------------------- 15 
Members received by statement of faith ---------- 8 
Deceased ------------------------------------ I 
Sunday School enrolment -------------------- 95 
C. T. S. enrolment -----~---------------------- 50 
Total offerings received ---------------- $7, I 80.87 

General offerings ------------------ 4.999.72 
Building fund ----------------------.-- 2,181. I 5 

Pastor's salary ----,---------------------- 3,140.00 
Evangelistic work ·-------------------------- 190.00 
Janitor ---------------------------------- 180.00 
Literature -------------------------------- 240.82 
0. I?-. C. ---------------------------------- 190.00 
Cooperative Plan ------------------------ 495.09 
Foreign Missions __________________________ 209.00 
Value of church property ________________ 13,000.00 
Amount enclosed for minutes, etc. ---------- 25.00 
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fr/=~~t,.N . 
To the Union ,Ass,ociation of Free Will ~~

1

ptj~t~ n;i~~ti,n.~ at 
German' Church ·on /\ugusf ,6; 1966: 

• • 1. ' .. " ' .. ' 

Delegates: Ruth Addington, Clara Ford, Toni Shelton. 
AJternates: tddie Kauk; James Shelton,· Do~n~ ka~k-. 
Period ot time covered: August 7, 191:>5 to August 61 1966. 

Church /name and address: German Free Will Baptist 
Church, frutler, Oklahoma. ·· · · 

Clerk's name and address: eeulah Klein, frutler, Oklahoma. 
Name and address of ordained ministers: Rev. Bilr Williams, 

411 North I\Jinth, qinton, Oklahoma. 
- · Nuin"b~f olordaine1d'c:Jeacons: t -
Aux111anes: ~unday 5chool, c: · T.' S. 

Chu'rch membership _ ---,---------------------- 49 
Kesident ______ --------------------.-· --.---- -_ 45 
~011 - re~i~ent -------------------------------- 4 
Members received by letter -------------------- I 
Average 5unday attendance _.:.:..:.:..:.:.:..:.::.-:__:.:_~-:._-~_ 34 
Sunday School enrolment _______________ :_~_-:_·_-_",_-_ 45 
C. T. ·S. enrolment _______________ :_.:,:_·.:,::_· __ :__.:,.:,-_·_ 26 
1 otal offerings received ·.: ___ _:_: ____ :.:..:. __ ::.·.:. $ I ;688.49 
Pastor's salary _______________________ .:.:.:._~ '4;75.00 
Visiting preacher and evangelistic \¥or!< -_.:_· ___ ·_-_:_ 125.00 
Literature ____________ , ______ · __ ':,_~_-:._:_.:__:_ __ :__ 101.80 
Insurance _____________ ._. __ :_-._ ____ · __ -:._.:,-_·_·.:, __ -.:,_ 168.0o 
Utilities _________________ :_ _ _:,;__·.:.;_ __ :_.:,::_:_.:,_·__ 53.32 
Gifts and flowers _____________ .:,_:_ _____ ~_.:, __ 25.15 
Total Local Expenditures ---------~.:,_.:,:_ __ :,_~.:, '848.33 

1 •• '"'"'"' > I • ••••• f 

Cooperative plan ----·---------:-------.-.:."'.'-: 155.93 
(). B. C. ----------------·--·---------------- 36.00 
~ssociational projects --·--------:-:·-.---:--:~:. • .:_:"'.'· 25.00 

Total outside expenditures --:---------------- 216.93 
Amdunt enclosed for minutes; 'fees, etc: ___ .:._.:.:__ 25.00 

• . ) : :. ) • • ' I '• : ' ,'' • ' '. • • ••' • • ,. •• 
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GUYMON ,, 
To the Union Association ot ,l-ree Will !Japtists meeting at 

6erman Churcn on /"\ugust b, I 'ibb: 
1Je1ega1es; Mary borcher, Ema Hickman, tlaomi Rice. 
1-'eriod ot time covered; August I, I 'iob to August I, l'ib6. 
(.;hurch and address; ,6uymon l-ree W iii 1:apt1st (.;hurch, 

i bU2 N. b·eaver, 6uymon, Uklahoma. 
Ptistor's name and address; Kev. Adrian :Condit, 1411 N. 

lfoaver Street, 6uymon, Oklahoma • 
. Clerk's name and address; Audie Rice, iJOI N. Academi, 

6uymon, Oklahornii. 
Number ot ordained deacons; 4. 
Auxiliaries; ~unoay School, C. T. S., Master's Men, 

Woman's Aux11iary1 Prayer Meeting. 
Church memoership ____ .,:_____________________ 92 

Resident -----.---.--------------------------- __ 66 
Non - -resident ------------------------------- ·· 26 
Members received ----------------------.------ 6 

lJy proiession of faith ---------------------- 4 
Br, letter ---------- · -----------.---------- I. &1 staiement ot taith ______________________ I 

Members dismissed -------"-----------,--------..:-- 4 
By letter ----~--------- · __________________ 3 

Deceased ----------------.~------------- I 
Sunday School enrolment ---------------------- 88 
C. T. S. enrolment ---------------------------- 40 
Woman's Auxiliary memoership -~-------------- 12 
Jotal offerings received ---------------- $9,453.35 
Parsonage payment ---------------------- 744.00 
Building Fund ------------,----------,------- 235.01 
Pastor's salary ------------------------~- 4,193.00 
Evangelistic work -------------------------- 100.00 
Building and repair ------------------------ 174.63 
Literature _________ ._______________________ 268.51 

Advertising ------------------------.------- 38.35 
Miscellaneous -------------------------- 1,656.41 
Visiting ministers ---------------------,-----. 535.00 
Gift to Rev. Edd Sunday ____________________ 578.00 

Total local expenditures ------------------ $8,287.90 
-9-



Cooperafr,,e Plan ______________ ,____________ 792.50 

1-oreign Missions -------------------------- 593.78 
Home Missions ----------------------------- 74.39 
Education -------------------------------- 80.00 
!:itate csnd National projects --------,---------- 33.00 

Total outside expenditures ---------------- 1,573.67 
Value ot church property ------------------ 20,000.00 
Value of parsonage property -------------- 12,000.00 
Amount enclosed with letter for minutes, etc, ____ 25.00 

PLEASANT VALLEY 

To the Union Association of Free Will Etaptists meeting at 
German Church on August 6, I 966: ! 

Uelegates: Doris Shepherd, Fern Shepherd, Carl Shepherd. 
Aiternates: t!renda Nunley, Mattie )Shepherd. 
PEiriod of time covered: August 7, I 965 to August 6, I 966. 
Church and address: Pleasant Walley Free 1Will Etaptist 

Church, Arapaho, Oklahoma. . 
Pastor's name and address: Rev. Odell Nunley, .18 I 2 Prairie 

Chief, Clinton, Oklahoma. 
Clerk's name and address: Fern \5hepherd, Rt. I, Arapaho, 

Oklahoma. 
· Auxiliaries: Sunday School, C. T. S. 

Church membership --------------------------- 29 
Members received ---------------------------- 3 
Sunday School enrolment ,------------------,--.-- 40 C. T. S. enrolment ______ , ____________ ,__________ 25 

Pastor's salary ---------~----.----------- $2,080.00 
Evangtlistic work ,_ ______ ...; ____ , ______________ I 00.00 

Butane --------------------·--------·--·----- 48.15 
Literature --,------------------------------ 106.22 
Insurance --------------------------------- 27.50 
Minutes .---------------------------------- 30.00 
Gifts --·----------------------------·------ 70.02 Electricity ________________ ,________________ 36.54 
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State convention expense ------------------ 50.00 

0

!1asketball for Youth CamE --------------,---- 7.95 
L-.;__-1" ' -~ Total local expenditures __________________ 2,556.38 

Cooperative plan ------------------------ 297.26 
Home Missions --------·--------------------- 55.00 
0. B·. C. ---------------------------------- 114.94 
Nashville Bible College ----·--=---------------- 10.00 

Total outside expenditures ________________ 477.20 
Amount enclosed for minutes, fees, etc. ________ 25.00 

PRAIRIE BELL 
To the Annual Association of Free Will El'aptists meeting 

at German Church on August 6, 1966: 
. Delegates: Sue Sharp, Josie Haggard, Fern Crispin. 

Alternates: Bennie Cantrell, Cliftord Haggard, Cecil 
Crispin. 

Period of time covered: August I, 1965 to August I, 1966. 
Church and address: Prairie Bell Free Will Baptist Church, 

Putnam, Oklahoma. 
Pastor's name and address: Rev. Carl Sharp, i609 Yukon 

Avenue, Yukon, Oklahoma. 
Clerk's name and address: Mrs. Clifford Haggard, Putnam, 

Oklahoma. 
Ordained ministers: Rev. Carl Sharp, Yukon, Oklahoma; 

Rev. ·.John Jones, Clinton, Oklahoma; Rev. N. H. Williams, 
Putnam, Oklahoma. 

Number of licensed ministers: 3. 
Number of ordained deacons: 2. 
Auxiliaries: Sunday School. 

Church membership -------------------------- 41 
Resident ----------------------------------- 18 Non - resident __ ,_____________________________ 23 

Sunday School average attendance ____________ 25 

Total offerings received ------------------- $4,394.29 
Pastor's saiary --------------------------- 1,670.00 
Evangelistic work ______________ ,_____________ 238.00 
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Building and repair ------------------------ 215.00 
Literature ----------------•--.-------------- 46.77 
Misceilaneous ----------------------·------ 186.07 
Insurance --------------------------.------ 20.83 
Gitt to 0. 8'. C. student -------------------- 25.00 

Total local expenditures ------------------ 2,401.67 
Cooperative 1-'lan -------------------------- 392.57 
1-oreign Missions -------------------------- 544.28 
0. B,. C. ----.----------------.-------------- 353.15 

Total outside expenditures ________________ 2,401.67 
Amount enclosed with ,.letter for minutes, etc. ·-- 25.00 

WEATHERFORD 
To the Annual conference of Free Will fraptists meeting 

at 16erman Free Will Baptist Church on August 6, l 9o6: 
Ue,egates: Elsie Albin, Goldia Forbes, Margarit frowser. 
Alternates: Cleo Dean Light, Juanita frurrahm, Walter 

frurrahm. 
f'eriod of time covered: August 7, 1965 to August 6, 1966. 
Church and address: Weatherford ;Free Will S-aptist 

Church, IOI East Arapaho, Weatherford, Oklahoma. 
Pastor's name and address: Rev. Clyde Hamar, 723 West 

Washita, Weatherford, Oklahoma 73096. 
Clerk's name and address: \Bertha Bourquin, 719 \Washita, 

Weatherford, Oklahoma 73096. 
Ordained ministers: Clyde Hamar, Weatherford, Okla 

homa: Cleidus ._angley, Clinton, Oklahoma: Carl Walter, 
Shawnee, Oklahoma. 

Numoer of ordained deacons: 3. 
Auxiliaries: Sunday School, Prayer Meeting. 

Church membership -------------------------- 66 
Resident ------------------------------------ 33 
Non - ~esident ----------.-------------------- 33 
Members received ---------------------------- 3 

By letter ----------------.-------- 2 By statement of faith ______________________ I 
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Rededications __________________ , __ , ______ ,______ 4 

Conversions ---------------------------------- I 
Members dismissed by letter -------------------- I 
Sunday School enrolment ---------------------- 62 
Total offerings received __________________ $3,025.99 

General offerings ----------------·------ 2,574.80 
Building fund --------------------------- 178.59 
Special ofiering --------------------------- 268.60 
Pastor's salary -----~--------------------- 1,440.00 
Special offering ------,--------------------.---- 1.83 
Miscellaneous ----------------------------- 37.57 
Utilities ----------------.----------------- 137.31 
Flowers and gifts ---------------------------- 38.52 

Total local expenditures __________________ $1,999.55 

Cooperative plan -------------------------- 256.82 
Home Missions ---------------------------- 53.00 0. 11. C. ______________________________ , ____ 26.00 

State delegate fee and expense ____ , ________ 17.50 
Cerebral Palsy ----------------------------- 10.00 

Total outside expenditures ______________ , __ $ 388.32 

Value -of church property ------------------ 9,244.93 
Amount enclosed for minutes, fees, etc. -------- 25.00 

WEBB 
To the Union Association of Free Will &aptists meeting 

at German Church on '{\ugust 6, 1966: 
Delegates: Nelda Step_henson, Jewel Wilson, Anna Frazee. 
Alternates: Elin Bryant, Phyllis Farris, Genn Gore. . 
Period of time covered: August 7, 1965 to August 6, 1966. 
Church and address: tNebb Free Will Baptist Church, 

Camargo, Oklahoma. , 
Pastor's name and address: Rev. Muril Wilson, Lenora, 

Oklahoma. 
Clerk's name and address: Mrs. Eva Hicks, Rt. I, Cam­

argo, Oklahoma. 
Ordained ministers: Rev. Muril Wilson, Lenora, Oklahoma; 

Rev. Ross 'Hamar, Custer :City, Oklahoma. 
-16-
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Number ordained deacons: 2. 
Auxiliaries: Sunday School, C. T. S., :Woman's Auxiliary. 

Church membership -------------------------- 27 
Resident ----------------------------------- 27 
Non - resident ------------------------------.-- 2 
Members dismissed by letter ____________________ 2 
Sunday School enrolment ______________________ 33 

C. T. S. enrolment ---------------------------- 22 
Woman's Auxiliary membership __________________ 6 
Total offerings received , __________________ $4,259.79 
Pastor's salary -------------------------- 2,565.00 
Evangelistic work -------------------------- 275.00 
Literature -------------------------------- 66.77 
Mi$cellaneous ---------------------------- 397.02 

Toto! local expenditures __________________ $4,275.79 
Cooperative Plan -------------------------- 341.90 
Home Missions --------------------------- 221.90 
Associational projects ______________________ 83.00 
0. B. C. ______ , __________________________ 398.75 
Value of church property ________________ 10,000.00 
Value of parsonage property ______________ 1,000.00 
Amount enclosed for minutes, etc. ____________ 30.00 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR MINISTERS PRECEDING 
ORDINATION 

Oral examination and possession of: 
I. Holy Bible 
2. Treatise 
3., Mini?ter's Manual, by Griffith 
4. Ministerial Ethics: 
5. So You Want to Preach, by DeWalt 
6. Present to Committee outline of 30 sermons preached 

in the last year. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR DEACONS PRECEDING ORDINATION 

Oral ~xamination and possession of: 
I. Holy Bible 
2. Treatise 
3. Baptist Deacon by Maylor 
4. Deacon must give outline of service which he has led 

in the local church 

-18-



i' 

CONSTITUTION of the UNION ASSOCIATION of the 
FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

PREAMBLE: From our long experience, we, the members 
of the Free Will Baptists, realizing the necessity of a bond 
of union and fellowship among us as a group of churches, de 
hereby ordained this constitution for our progre-ss and to per­
petuate a better associational government. 

Artide I 
t·~Atv1E: This Associarion shall be known as the Union Asso­

citation of Free, Will Baptists of the State of Oklahoma. 
Article II 

MEMBERSHIP: This Association shall be composed of such 
well regulated Free Will Baptist churches who maintain Gospel 
order and agree with our denominational doctrine• and prac­
tices: and favor the enterprises that have been endorsed by 
this association. 

Article Ill 
DELEGATES: Voting members of this Association shall be 

ordained ministers, ordained deacons, Church clerks, and three 
~elegates from each local church, dected by each church 
and named in the church letter. 

Article IV 
OFFICERS: The officers of this association shall be, a Mod­

erator, assistant moderator, cle-rk, assistant clerk, treasurer to 
be elected annually at the close of the meeting, and executive 
board consisting of five members, elected so as to require one 
to be elected each year. To this board is delegated power 
to act in behalf of and for this association between confer­
ences. The board shall have power to elect officers for its 
own government and bertween conferences fill any and all 
vacancies which may occur in its own body. The executive 
board shall sign all deeds, bonds, notes, etc., and any other 
papers or documents which by this association is become 
legally bound or held. 

It shall be the duty of the board to meet as often as may 
be necessary. 

No meeting of the board shall be legal with less than three 
members present. 
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Article V 

MEETINGS: hve members from five ur more , hurd1es shr1II 
constitute a quorum, a lesse,r number may <Jdj<JUI n uni ii su,h 
a quorum is present. 

The moderator shall hcive the authority lo call the as~uc. 
iation into conference lJy rwlilying each c h111d1 al least ten 
days in advance of such meel1ng, and tho moderator shall 
have, authoriay to change the pi ace ol d q11cJ1 lu1 ly meeting ur 
yearly meeting if the place previously JelermineJ can not 
provide for said me,eting. This shall be done liY' not dying each 
church, and if possible at least ten Jays in advance. A written 
record shall be kepr of all meetings and transactions. 

Article VI 

QUESTION: No question or resolution from any church 
shall come, under consideration of the association unless it 
has first been considered in its own church. 

Article Vil 

CREDENTIALS: A credentials board of five members shall 
be elected so as to require one to be elected each year, this 
board shall elect offir'-lrs for its own government. They shall 
examine ali ministers <Jnd deacons before they are licensed 
or ordained by this association and all ministers coming into 
this association, and make recommendations to the associa­
tion concerning the examinations. 

The association shall not be bound by their decision. 
All ministers coming before this board must present to this 

board for examination his or her credentials, license, ordin­
ation, certificate, etc. 

The following form must be signed by each and every min­
ister presently a member of this association and eve•ry minister 
coming into this association. All such forms shall be kept by 
the clerk. 

I do hereby solemr,; i promis1:1 upon the official request of 
this association 01 · ·'.: credentials board to surrender all papers, 
certificates, cards and letters that recognize and/or authorize 
me to be a minister of this association. 

-20-



hereby sign this form on this ____________ day of_ ______ _ 
in the year of our Lord ____________ before these witnesses. 
Witness_______________________ Chairman --------------
Witness _______ -~_____________ Clerk __ ----------------
Witness ____________________ Signature of Minister _______ _ 

£efore any complaini" will be heard against any minister, 
it must be written and signed by person _lodging complaint 
and presented to the moderator and assistant moderator (if 
be.th are preseni-) for consideration. 

if the minister ro whom the complaint is brough against 
is nor present no final action shall be taken except fpr dis­
cussion, dismissal or recommendation. If such complaint is 
not dismissed by ihe association it s:,all be turned over to 
the creden+ials board, they shall as soon as possible examine 
and interrogah both complai,nt and minister, and after such 
course, has been followed shall have al.lthority to dismiss the 
complaint, admonish the minister, refer the decision to the 
next called or regular meeting of the association, or request 
the surrender of his paper, etc. 

If the minister is present whom the complaint is brought 
against, after he has answered the complaint, after discussion 
and prayer, one of three courses shall be takem. Dismiss the 
complaint, admonish the minister or request his paper, cre­
dentials, etc. 

Article X 
NEW CHURCHES: Any organized Free Will Baptist Church 
which is scriptural and denominationally sound may be re­
ceived by petitionary letter and elected de,legates. 

Article VIII 
VOTING: Under no condition at any time shall any member 

of this association have authority to de,legate his or her vote 
to anyone, a,nd no vote snail be counted from an absent 
member. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

I. We believe the Scriptures of the, Old and New Testaments 
are the infallable Word of God, and the only safe rule of faith 
and practice. II Tim. 3:16-17; II Peter 1:20-21. 

2. That there is but one true and living God, and in the 
-21-



God head of Divine Essence, Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Gen. 17: I; I John 5:7. 

3. That we are fallen and depraved creatures and cannot 
extricate ourselves from our fallen situation by any ability we 
:,ossess by nai·ure. Rom. 5:1-19. 

4. Tnat salvation, regeneration, sanctification, justification 
and1 redemption are• by life, death, resurrection, ascention and 
intercession of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Acts 4:12; 
Titus 3:5. 

5. Thar the joySi of the righteous and the punishment of the 
wicked shali be eternal. Matt. 25:46. 

6. That he that shali endure to the end the same shall be 
saved. Matt. 24:13; Rev. 2:10. 

7. That baptism and the Lord's Suppe•r, and the washing of 
the saint's feet are the ordinances of Jesus Christ, appointo~ 
in the church, and none but true believers are proper subjects 
and the only proper mode of baptism is immersion. Mark I :4-
9-10; Luke 22:30; John 13:14. 

8. We believe in the, sanctity of the first day of the w13ak 
or the Lord's day, and that it ought to be observed and spent 
in the public worship of God, and that on it we should abstain 
from our worldly concerns except i,n cas~ of necessity and 
mercy. Ex. 31:15; Deut. 5:12; Matt. 12:12. ~ 

9. We believe in the resurrection of the body, both the 
just and the, unjust, but every one in his own order, those who 
have done evii to the resurrection of damnation, and that 
God has appointed a day in which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by Jesus Christ. I Cor. 15:34; John 5:28; I Thes. 
3:16. 

10. That it is our duty to be, tender and affectionate to one 
another, and to study the happiness of the people of God 
in genera[, and to singly engage to promote the honor of 
God. John 13:15; Gal. 6:10. 

11. We believe that Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, 
tasted death for every man, yet none can partake of His 
divine benefit only by his repentance towards God and faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, infants and idiots accepted. Acts 
20:21; Tim. 2:5-6; John 3:14-16; I Peter 3:21. 
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12. We believe that the Lord's people are one in Him and 
therefore should be one at rlis table. I Cor. I: 11; 27-28; 
John 17:11. 

BY-LAWS 

I. The moderator or assistant moderator, or in their absence 
the oldest minister pre-sent, shall call the Association into 
conference. 

2. Each session shall be opened and closed with prayer. 

3. Five members from five or more churches shall constitute 
a quorum. A less number may adjourn until such a quorum 
is present. 

4. Visiting brethren are invited to seats as advisory members. 

5. Those wh" speak shall arise and address the moderator. 
Personal reflections shall be avoided in all debates. 

6. The moderator shall have authority to appoint pulpit 
committees. 

7. Motions made and lost will not be recorded. 

8. No one shall speak more than twice on the same subject 
without leave of the moderator. 

9. The moderator shall not allow discussion when not carried 
on in a Christian spirit. 

I 0. The ruling of the moderator may be overruled by a iwo­
thirds vote of the members present. 

11. Any minister opposed to any of the enterprises endors­
ed by the Association will not be entitled to a seat in Con­
ference and we will not seat any minister in this Association 
who teaches the Baptism of the Holy Ghost separate from 
regeneration or the birth of the Spirit. 
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