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ASSOCIATION PROCEEDINGS. 
The ·seventy-Fourth Annual Session of The Unidn Free Will Baptist 

'Association inet in regular session at the Greggs Chapel Free Will Baptist 
''church', in Newport, Tennessee on Wednesday morning, August 13th, 1947, • 

promptly at 10:00 o'clock. ,The Moderator,· Rev; E. M. French, called ,the.·. 
meeting to order· and announced the opening of the Seventy-Fourth execu-
tive session of the body. , ' , ' ·, . , · 1 

· Rev .. John McL'ean; a recent .graduate· from the·: Bible College, read·.·. 
the· First'. Psalm and. offered. the devotiomil prayer ... • ' , 

' , ' ~ ·- " ' ' ' ' 

ENROLLMENT· '.I' ,_ ··, I 

' , .. Following.the usual announcements the following ministers, Deaco~s,', 
· and del~gates were·enrolled: '. . ·, . · ·. ' ·.·· ·. ·. . : , ,, , , , . ''. 
, ' ' ' . , ' ! , · ', I ~, _ ' • / ' , , •, • l , • 

, . , MINISTERS_:_F, C. Atkins, Frank Basket: Mmnis·Bible, J. A. Brown/. , ,, 
,, J. s'.,Burgess, Jesse Curtis, Robert Cutshaw, E. F: Drayne, Geo. ·D. Dun.: 
•. bar, E. M. French,·W.· L. Giltcn;i, Ray Harp,' John Harri~, C. E. Holder,, ·.·. 

W.·J. Holdway, J. c.'Howington, T. F.-Lewis, Loyd Light, John l'vlcLeari, ' 
H.,W. Morelock; ·Thurman Pate, P: A. Paxton,' W. F. Phillips. ' .··, 

· .. • ·. DEACONS_:,G; F; Cannon, Carl Huskins, Alex Fowler, Bob Huskins; ~ 
· Andrew Livingston, 'c. W. Bryant, L.A.; Reed, J. H. Hold way, Lynn Eeley,;. · ' • .. 

H. D: Bailey, Ellis Freshour, R.H. Julian, ·c. M. Price, Will Watts; Shay, · 
·Taylor. , · · ' ·. · · ·.,· ,· . . . ' ,: · , 

''.,, ·' 'DELEGATE~Eastern Quarterly Meeting, Do_ra: White; Georgie· 
Lewis, Carson Hilton; Blanche Howington; Laura Holder, · Mrs. George. 
Blevins,' A.. Hall, Stella Hold~r, 'Corine Broyles,' M.A. Davehport;'Mrs. 
S.·F. Lankford,' Mrs. Walter Bowma'n, Mrs. John Cansler,.Bessie Gilton;. 

: Della Griffin, H: G: Crowder, Mrs. H. L. Broyles; Guy,Hardin,' Marjorie 
Davenport, Ima' Jean ·,campbell, Donald· White, Lura·.White, Mrs. w, E:.' 

' I ,Woods, Mrs. Brow, n L. Street, Lloyd J: Collins; John Prichard, J;B, Taylor. ' .,., ' ' 

.. Western Quarterly Meeting-Alex Bailey, Mar:>7 Cannon, J. A. Worley,• 
arid wife, J.A. Johnson'.; Mrs: Ray Knight, Rayniond Knight, J. H.Woods, 
Ha~ie Bivins, Charles Bra.dley. ' . · . , , .. 

' Central Quarterly i'ieeting-Daisy Lowe; Dossie Paxton, John Kinley, . , ' 
Mrs. Frank Basket,'Mrs: Robert Cutshaw, z. J. Stanton, Tom Goin; John '. 

· F. Teague. ·' ·' · · · · ·. · · · · · · · · · · · 
",. , .. 

'I ' .', , .. · . ' ' .,COMMIT1:EES . ' ., ,'.. .· ·.' \. 
I ' ' The Moderator appointed· the. following committees to serve aurin.g 

' 'the pres~nt sitting: . · .1 • • · · 

! .i on' R~soiuti~n~_;_Rev. J. s>,Burgess, Rev. Orville Stokes, Rev. T: F. 
Lewis.·.;'''.,.··,'·'/-:, .\',,'1,1.-,-.,-:\ '"' .\,'' <~~:_,::,.·1 __ ,.J:,.:.,·.:, .. ,:,. ;, l 

On Christian LiteratU:re--:-H, W. Morelock, J .. 'A. Johnson; H. D. Bailey. 
. ' On Christian. Missions-'--Z. J; St~nton, C. E. Holder, He~~an' Chris-
\ • ' . - , ' . . . ' ~ I ' . . , t ' 
tl[\n. . , , , . . 

· On_ Chri~tian Education:._Thurman !'ate~ F .. C. Atkins, W. L. Gilton.· 

I ' 



On Ne~t Session-P. A. Paxton, Blanche Howingto~, Mrs. John Cans-
. ' ' -, . ,· , . --- : 

ler. 
On Temperance-O. ·L. Lo:ng, Jesse Laws, John McLean. 

In_ delivering th~ Welcome Add~~s~'the local pastor, Re;, H. W.'More: 
lock, gave a hearty welcome to all and with it outiined the plan for the 
entertainment of the large delegation present. . . .· . '- ' 

• I 

-THE MODERATOR'S MESSAGE 
'/. . ;- I . , ' , 

Greetings to each member of the seventy-fourth annual session of the 
union Free Will Bapti&t Association. Many changes have been wrought 
since we last met at Wooddale Church one year ago at this tithe. Many 
of the ~ollowers .of Christ have been called home. For_ soin~ r_eason best 
known to Him who· giveth life, a number of us have_ been left ·here. in , 
charge and.to promote the caus; of Christ. Now He who has been so 
gracious, calls upori us for the- best we have, 'and most of all He calls 

- upon us for unity:"United we stand divided we fall." Now, may·we:Jet 
every sentence that comes from our lips during this Association be under-. 
scored with unity. It is the purpose. of your Moderator to.help you to 
expedite the business of .this Association -so as to give more time to the -
worship of the :Gord and 'the social hours. "rt:1is further wished· that ~n 
trying to perfect these things thaf we 'may have your, full 'cooperation, _ 
and that the spirit of the Lord may be permitted to pervade every heart .. 
Your Moderator believes, in keeping in tune with every phase of our de-

' nominational p~ograin and wishes that we may all do otir best to promote 
the ,same.while we are together for the next few days in.the bus1ness;of 
this Association'. The 'blessings of -God be upon all, as and only as, we 
promote the cause of our Heavenly Father. 

I 

' ,_ ·E. M, French,· Moderator. 

_ Rev. and Mrs,__ Paul ·wool~ey sent a cablegr~m'frorn the Iridian·Mis~, 
sion Field 'which read, "God bless Association," Tne message was :received, 
and read with solemnity. The Woolseys. were greatly missed ·froni the 

_·:work of the e·ntire conference. . - .. , ·- . ' . . .. _ 

On motion the association: sto_od adjourned until 2:45 P. M. following 
the work of the Ministers' Conference. . . -

. \ . . . . . . 

At the_ 11 :00 <:>'clock worship hour; the audience was treated, to several 
spirited· _song numbers 'mingled with prayer and praise, after which the 

'pastor.presented Rev. W.L. Gilton, pastor of the Central church of John-· 
son City,

1
who read d~votionally, Ph-ilippia'ns 3:1~17. He rere_ad vv. 13, 14 a~_­

a text and then Went on to announce .his subject, "The Preacher's Wastes 
bask~t." Rev.· Gilton\ mentioned m;riy things which sh~uld b~ forgotten 
and cast into_ the waste -basket. Some things were . to be forgotten-and 
sorn'e to be rerriernbered. ' 
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-WEDNESDAY '~FTERNOON' 

Immediately after the' work of the Ministers' C-Oriferezice, which ad-
' C •' ,, ' f • / ., ' L • .' 

· journed at 2:45 o'clock, the Moderator called.the association into execu-, 
tjve session and the work was 'r'esumed. 

A ~otion w~s sustained that,.a11 visitors ~ttending ~ny session of the' 
associati~n be'invited to sitwith us· as Advfoory Council. · . ' . 

' The Statistician's report was read a
1rid adopted as follows:. 

WESTERN QUARTERLY MEETINa-:_1946 Conference Year, Mem­
bership 908, value of church property $30,500.00.1947 Conference Year,' . 
membership · 1004, v~lue of church : property $46,500.00-a gain of· 96 1 

, 

members and $16,000.00 fo church p;operty. · \ ', · . . . .. · · ·, · .. ·' . 
. CENTRAL' QUARTERLY.MEETING-1946 Conference Year, mem­

bership i422,' value of church property $93,000.00. For the 1947 Conference 
Year, membership 1536, value of church property $94,050.00-a gain of 

•,114 members .and $1,050.00 in church property. • , .. • 
. · NORTHERN QUARTERLY MEETING-For t'he Conference.;Year . 
, 1946,'membership 360, value of church property $16,000.00,:For the Con~. 

ference Year' 1947, membershi~ 385, value of 'church property $19,500.00- \ 
a gain of 25 members and $3,500.00 in. church property. , 

· EASTERN QUARTERLY MEETING-Fcir th~ Conferenc~·Year.1946, ,' · 
: membership ·1677, church value $95;000.00. For the Conference Year.1947; 
· .. membership .. 1783, church value.$124,500.00~a gain'of 106'members·and'· ( 

$29,500.00 in church value. . . . ,. . . . . . . 

'THE ENTIRE ASSOCIATION-For-the.Conference Year 1946, mem~ 
. bership 4367, value of church property $235,000.00 .. For the. Conference 
Year 1947, membership 4708, value of .c,hurch property $284,500.00-a nef . ; 
gain 6f 341,members and $49,550.00 in church property. , · · 

. The Treasurer's Report ~as read arid adopted: . , ' 

. Balance on hand from,19461 ........ :: ... : ... iL.o'.:., ..... : .. $626.87. 
Receipts to August 13, 1947 .: . .' ........ '. ....... :: ... ,:......... 91.86' 

. ' ,· '. ( ' 

.I, 
. $718.73 

\I 

$207.81 

.. , Balance ·-'·:·;., .... :·· .. ··:· .. ·······'···· ........... :_. ..... : ........ ;.: .... $510.92 
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Reports of the four Quarterly Meetings were-submitted without read~ 

,_, , I ' . ' , . i, 

ing subject to approval as printed:in the.Minutes of the association. 
The names-of Sherman McLain, w. P. McLal.n, LowelLRarrisey, O.'M. - ' ' . . . 

Ledford, -Johnnie Sauceman, Hughie, Berry, Walter Bowman,, a~d-Ray-
rriond Knight _ were reported -.from __ the• various ' Quarte~ly Meetings as 

' .· . '· ' . (. -
candidates for license to preach the Gospel. These names -\Vere given to 
the

0

.0rdainiJig Council of the Ministers' Conference. 
On motion the sessfon istood adjourned until Thursday morning at, 

9:00 ~'clock. r 
; 

WEDNESDAY EVENING \ - ( 

_ A large audience assembled for worship at the evening hour. Several 
spirited numliers we~e rendered by the choir. The pastor', then presented 
Rev. J. s: Burgess, pastor of the Fair View church, and the oldest minister 

_ in the conference in point of service, who read very touchingly from 
John 5:1-10.' He anriounced-as''a text the fifth verse: ''Nevertheless, at./ 
thy word we will let down the net." He used as his .subject, OBEDIENCE 
UNDER EVERY CONDITION OF LIFE. _It was a great message well 
received. 

THURSDAY MORNING 
The opening was delayed until 9:10 o'clock. Rev. Orville Stokes, 

pastor of Moore's Chapelchurch, Saddie, Tennessee, was iri charge_of the 
-devotion. He read only three verses from the book of Jude and offered 
the _morn_ing prayer. · · · 

ENROLLMENT 
Present for the morning enrollment were: MINISTERS-Rev. M. L: 

' . ' ; - ' ' ' 

._ "' Bowman, Juna Wilkerscin,-James R. Dean, Wayne Light, Marlin Vaughan, . 
. , ' ' , . . 

Walter 'Blankenship, Fred L. Bradshaw, Emmet .Bennet, Hubert Taylor. 
:_DEACONS-Creed Allen,Will Sliger, Cecil Wiley, Henry Sh~rter, Martiri 

Moony; Jim Hale/ Ll~yd Hodg~s, Ho~er Hodges, G. ·c. P~ice, Tol Blake. 
DELEGATES_:::__Mrs. Harold Nails, Mrs.· Mike Lusk, Mrs. H. S. Bible, 

.. . ' ' ' - . , ' 

Naomi Strange; Mrs. F. C .. Atkins, Hazel Ledford; Ruth Rose, GladY.s 
\ ' ' I -. 

Hodge, Mrs. Ben Fox, Mrs. Clarence Malone, Maudie Burgner, Mrs. Don 
Mclain,, Lee- McLairi; Mrs. Henry Shorter, 'Bobby Deaton, Mrs. Homer 

,' - . ' ' . -

Hodge, Mrs.' Ray' Coakley,_ Mr, and Mrs. Lee Fine, Mrs. C.' A.· Christian, 
' ., • ,. < 

-L L. B3:ker, ·Mrs. G . .,C. Price, Mitchell Strange. 
, On motion we ,were to -eiect delegates to the State Association which , 

/ is to meet on August 27; 28 at the Harris Memorial church. The delegates· 
· ~lect~d w~re Lee McL~in, Northern; J. A. Johnson,, Western; Mrs. Robert 
_; . . , \ ' . . - . ' 

Cutshaw, Central; Blanche Howingt_on, Eastern, and Mrs. George. Blevins, 
at large .. 

(6) 



./ 

I I 

\ I • ' ~ • ', ' l ·; / • • :. ' • ' . . ' - - . - • • I ,· . 1' , .• ,' •_· I 

A mot10n .was made and passed that the_ clerk 1s·to present to Treas-. 
I' urer an expense account for -all expenses incurred in, th~ preparation and 

printing'of the Minutes, ~hich ·is to be:paid for out of the regular'funds. 
• • ' ' ' ~ ' • • ' I , ' , ' , • • • _' • , ' 

/ REPORTS OF' C_OMM_ ITTEES 1· . 

'' \ 

The1 C6mmittee on Teniperanc~ reported: -· . 
1 

Se~ing the dire and ~v~r-' increasing traffic in liquor and its dreadful 
consequences among the p~6ple and esp~cially, among wome:n'. _and girlsi 

. we feel that .time,efforts and moniY should not be spared in 1ou~, efforts to I 
• • 1 ,, • • ,,· ' 1 ' - ,•r • ' 1, I, 

cope with this terrible menace, The Pulpit and the pew' should join forces' , . "' ' . . ' ,, ... \... ,- ... ',. ' . ·_. . 
against this. destructi~e evil. Rallies should be -held, lectures given,iser- . 
mans preached and any other r.easonable means employed to educate our 
people upon'-this ever increasing threat to society '.and tp.e church. 

'· · · · · · C.L.tong · · 

, Report of com:mittee· cm Missions: 
I 

John McLean 
Jesse Laws 

', Committee 

·- In Acts' 1 :8 Christ tells the Disciples to be ·witnesses for llim; first, · 
at home· and then to the uttermost parts of the earth: We !eel that it is ' 
the duty of 'every Christian and ·especially'. the deacons and Pastors to ' 

, -visit the sick and needy and care for .them spiritually and financially in --
the·name-of,the church: · _ · , · · , 

We should feel 
0

hon6red that two of the few Free -Will Baptist mis-
. sionaries' now in foreign fields, -. are from our. own· Union Association, -

. Brother'and Sister Woolsey, who are now 'in India .. I, -_-' ' . ' . ' 

. _ We ·urge· each church to 'contribute monthly to the -support of foreign 
missions, and that each pastor feel that, it is his duty.Jo see th.at his 
church ·conributes according to their ability to this :worthy cause.' . 

'' We feel too, that our churches :would prosper more if they would . 
adopt the·fithi,ng habit and:bring this into the store house of the church 
that there mighfb~ meat in the house for financin'g our missionary cause. 
I --- , ' ' ' ' . ' Zenas J. Stanton, Chm. 

, • Herman Christian . -
., - · C. E. Holder 

Committee' 
• I / • ' •' ' 

. <Report of Committee ion Christian Litera'.ture: . . - . '. ' , ' ... - . ' . 

. 'we u~ge that greater 'care and extra vigilance be exercised providing 
re~ding matt~r for' homes and our people. caU:tion should be. 'used in ' 
s~bscribirig for papers and magazines, and especial care.should_ be used in 

. the ~urch·ase of bqoks to, be .kept .in 'our homes.- - -
I ' ' \ \ : '.• •, • • • ' ; , • • ~ ' ! i' 

'<?)·' 
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We recommend the reading and study of the Bible by everyone, and 
that books .and literature upon missions, stewardship, prayer, soul-win-

. / - , , . ,· . I , ' 

ning and Bible helps be ,provided. by every home and that our folk sub­
scribe for our church papers and by all means that· our Sunday Schools 
use our own L1TERATURE. · · 

H. W. Moreloc}.{, Chm. 
J. A. Johnson 

. H. D. Bailey 
.. 1 Committee · 

Report of the Commlttee on Resolutions:. 

Be· It Resolved, that 'this association grant· to the Surgoinsville Free 
. Will ·Baptist/ church, the Horse Creek .church and the Keensburg church , 

$100.00 each from the general treasury.· 
Ruled out of order. by• the Mod~rator since it conflicted with a pre-

, vious ruling of 1the body. 1 _ 

· . Be It Resolved, that the resolution passed at New Llberty
1 
two years 

ago; .;,hich provides 1;hat a church cannot recommend a man to the Min-
, ' , . ' 

isters' Conference for a license until he has beeff a member of the church 
one year, be repealed thus leaving the licensing entirely in the hands 
of the Or:daining Council. The vote was almost unanimous against the 

· resolution. 

· Be It Resolved, that all pastors be asked to recommend our own 
ministers for their revivals; Passed by· vote. 

\'' 

J. S. Burgess, Chm. 
T. F. Lewis 
Orville Stokes 

Committee 

NEW ENROLLMENT 

Upon the arrival .of several ministers, deacons and delegates· time 
was taken to enroll them. • 

.MINISTERS-W. H. H. Morelock, J. N. Carroll, Earnest Cairmacle, ,, ' 

Hubert Morelock. Re.vs. W. H. H. Morelock and J. N. Carroll were retired 
ministers .whose presence was felt to be a blessing to the younger min- · 
isters present.· , 
. . The husinesswas then adjourned until Friday mcirnitig at 9:00 o'clo_ck. 

' Superintendent I.. L. Stanley of the Children's Home, led the audi: 
ence in singing the old; old. hymn "There is a Fo.untain Filled With 
Bloo~," tc;> introduce the_, m~r]Jing worship hour. Supedntendent Stanley's 

(8) 
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.· · fa~her from Mississippi w'~s p;es~n; and ~SP,~ke 'tenderly tc,> the 
1
group, 

: i : ,' , : , r, , - ' 

'+his was followed, by the high lights on the Natioriai Association, 
and a discussion of the ~alu~,of ca~p life fo~ our: youth. Mr/Stanley:then 

.introduced the .Children of the' Home, whoi under th~ efficient direction , , , - , . I . . . - . . . , , , , . , .... 
of Mrs. Stanley, presented one· of the most impressive programs 'ever 
offered by the children in any public g~thering, As a token of apprecia- -

'. Hon' for this ~rogram the audience laid an offering of $117.00 on the ~lta:r,,, 
' ' 'One 'of ,the large~t audiences' to, att~nd any ses~ion ~f 'the 'assodation ' 

was pre.sent for; the bounteous luncheon offered by the women' 
1

0£ the , , 
• church and commu:i:iity. 

' THURSDAY EVENING 
I 

. The song service for the evening worship began at 7:30. ar1d continued 
• ;,, • ' ' ·, J ,. • \ < ' ', .' 1. . , 

; until after 8:00, with specials' galore. The,pastor then spoke at length in 
. ' , \ , , , ., ' , ·, .·I·.· ' ' , . . ' , . \ 

introducing Brother •J; C.' Howington, pastor of the First church of Eliza-', 
bethton, who. in tum used as his text Paul's bold st1tement- ~·r a~ not 
~shamed' of· the Gospelfor it is the power of Goi ~nto, salvation." Mr; 
Ho~~n~ton's subject was GOD'S, POWER.·· · , 

At the. ciose of the_ e.:ening message the· Ordaining Council of the 
Ministers' '. Conference . presented Horace Teague and · John, I. . McLean, 
licentiat~s,. who were publiciy'ordain'~d to •the Gospel ministry by prayer 
and. th~ imposition of hands. Rev. Howingtor1 led the. rites, Rev: J. S. 

• . . . , ,'· . . ' . . ·. . , . ' , . I. , 
'Burgess led the prayer and-Rev. H; W. Morelock· delivered.·the charge 
while Rev., P.: A. Paxton pres~nfed the can,did;tes. ' , . 

) , .. I 

, FRIDAY, MORNING 
, '. • I I ·,- ,-.. ,·• . .. ' ,I _, ;·,, +'., ,' I _, 

, The final session 'of the association was called together at 9:10 o'clock 
' ' '. i' .• ' ' ,. ., - / . . . ' ' .. ~-. ' ' 

Friday· morning. Rev. Fred L. BradsJ:ia~, pastor of ,the Fir.st Church. of 
Spart~, Tennessee, - read for the devotion 'from Second . Thessalonians. 

1 3:1-4 and I:I• W. ~orelock'l~d the praye;, , . 
Rev.· Dewey 'Kirk arrived ·and was seated; , , ,• 

;6n motiori the'SUperann~ation board w"as increased to five members, 

a m~;ns of appeaseine~t to scim~ in the Eastern Quarterly Meetir1g, Rev. 
E. F:"D~ayne w'as elected ~s the new member' and Rev; 'P. A: Paxton was 
electe'd to' serve the unexpired ter~: of Rev., P~ul Woolsey who resign~d i 

, ·, ,)' ! ' r , ., , · - ,' I 

. -for work in the Indian Mission Field. , ; 

A d~layed r~port from .the Committee' on Christian Education was 
'''read ~nd 'adopted ,

1
viz: 

(9), 

. I 

,I 



We recommend- , 
I 

First, that each church organize and maintain a. Free Will, Baptist 
League for the yc.mng folk. 

Second, that each Sunday School endeavor to get more efficient 
teachers,and i:tse our own lite~ature. 

. ' 

Third, that each ~hurch sponsor a Vacation Bible School for the 
children of the church and community. 

· Fourth, that especial efforts be made fo en~ourage some cif our young 
people to attend Bible coll~ge and prepare for this, type oL Christian 
service. . , , · ·' · 

Thurman Pate, Chm. 
F; C. Atkiris 

, W. L. Gilton 
Committee 

· The Committee on Next Session reported in. favor of Valley View 
. ,' 

,church, four miles east of Loudon, Tennessee. Adopted .. 

On· motion. the conference stood in silence for a few moments then 
was led in prayer by Rev. Geo. D. Dunbar in memory of our dearly 
beloved and late deceased Alfred N. Benfield. 

A .report of the Superannuation Board ,was read and adopted as 
follows: -' 

REPORT OF SUPERANNUATION BOARD 

Balance on hand when taken over ........................ $219.80. 

Received.from all sources ...... : ................ : ................. 189.19 · 

. Total, rece~pts ... ; ................................................. . 

Paid J. N. Carroll Relief ................................ : ......... $· 50.00 

Paid J. 0. Fort,.Nat. Treas: .. , .......................... , ...... ' 39.23 

- I I • 

. Total _expenditures .. : ...... : ............................ : .... . 

Balance in Treasury as of Aug, 13, 1947.! ............. . 

Signed 

$408.99 

89.23 

$319.72 

P. A' Paxton 
Treasurer 

I· 
J 

(10) 



'I. 

(., r 

i' 

I. 

. ' I 

\} 

'A in6ti~n by Brother H~wington was sustain~d\to require each-min.:'· 
i;ter, d~aco~ and delegate attending the' asso~iation h~reafter to regi;ter' 
with the ho_st churc_h m:id payl a registratio~ _fee ofon~: dollar ihkh 'is ~ 

· to . be retained. by· the local . church• to help'_ defray· expenses incidental' 
; < - ' ' k • •• 

· to the entertainment 
: •. ' I • . • , •, '' \, '' . i " ' \ • • . •_- - ·• I / ~ I, ,, ' ' 

By motion the Moderator appointed.Geo. D. Dunbar, Thurman Pate, 
I •. ,. ' • • '. • '. -. ·•. ~ ' , • ,- • , . , . • , - • \ , : ' • , ,' ',, I 

·and .Mrs. 'J, C. Howmgton as a special committee to .work, out plans -for 
an, a;so~iatiim~f Bulletin' and als6 arr~nge fo'r a Bible Conf~rence at a' 

,. .1 , I -'·. • • ,· /, , • , '.'' ' 

convenient point / . 

, ; ' '.Rev. and Mrs. J~me~ 'Miller' of Flat' Ri~er, Miss~uri, arrived and . 
JI .• ,•, •. / •.. , , . • 01' : ' -; • ' 

" were recognized., Brother Miller brought greetings from the brethren in 
' } '' , ', } ', • ' ' • , • , I • • '• 

. the Missouri State Conference .. They were coming, int_o our midst for a· 
few weeks of evang~listic services. 

: , . On motion the bo~y e~t~red into the ~lection' of officers. ; ' 
1 , ', ,\ ., 1 , ,, • ' I , • _ , / 

Rev. E. M. French ·was elected to succeed himselfas Moderator: 
Rev. Thurman Pate was elected as Assistant Moderator. • 

\ ~ ~ I \ 

, The old Gen~ral Board were all reelected. See roster. . \• 

..... Upon recommendation of the pasfor elect, Re:v:, Lloyd LigJ:i, Rev. Geo. 
D. Dunb~r. Conferenc~ Secretary,. ~as elected 'tri p~each the Conference' 
·, / ,' 1/ , • , . ', : ' . ,l · , .• ' 

·. Message at 11 :00 o'clock ori Wednesday of next session; . 
··.,·; . / \ ' ''• .. ( ; .,' . ( ' ( ,,. •. ·-. - .• ' •·., :__ • ·• •. •· ,. • ,-,I 

I A standing vote of appreciation, was, teridered the local church i'and 
· community f6r th~ very, excelle~t wa~ that they ente~tained the Associa- : 

I 1 ' 
1 

•• ' ,· ' ·r ·.·. -. " , ,· · , · 

tion. and Mh1isters' Conference'. .. ; · , , . . . 

': 'By vote the Secretary wa~ ~h~rged ~ith the responsibility of 'pre­
. .paring and printing·· programs. for the n~:x't sessi~n .. : . 

. . . '· The business hkving . b~~n ~inish~d the Associati~n voted to stand 
adjourned't~ '.meet :with the Valley View church as '{eported 'by the com.: 
'mittc~· on :Wednesday m6rning,-August 11, 1948, ~t 10:00 · o'clock. Th~ 

,. . ,,·_·o.--·,.:''·•· ' • . • ''. <'' , ' . ' I • , \ 

, audien~·e, stood and s~rig "Blest Ge Th_e Tie That Bin
0
ds," and_ the benec 

• ' : • -,•:. C \ I '. ' ', • • \ j 

: d:ction' \v.::.s ·prayed •by Rev. Ja'mes Miller. of Missouri. r 
·• ,•. • , I • \ ; •, < 

- · · · , Rev. E. M .. French, ,Moderator ',. . -· ,, 
' Geo_. _D.· Dunbar, Secretary 

"I 

:q.1) 

I\ f I 
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It{ MEMORIUM 
,. ,l 

,_'\ ,' I 

• I ~ ' ' ./ ' I • 

Alfred N .. Benfield was born June 6, .1872, died· May 5, 
1947 ~tthe ripe old age of 74 y~s: 9 mos. 24 days.)Ie was co~­
verted.:some0 thne duri;g 'the year 1891, bU:t did notbegin 
his Gospei ministri Ulltil four ye~rs fa:ter in' 1895.: He was a! 
man of li~ited edu~ational opportunities but h~ early re~lized . 
the . great need' of ."preparation·.· for such:. an immense under~· 

,·, • ' ., y ', • • • '\ • ' • • '.. •• <' . '. . ' ' ' '·-
taking: He ·applied himself as few men have to a compre-
hensive understanding of the Scri~tures. Few ~en have ~t~ 
tain~d to su~h i'narvelous' heights ashe. He swayed vast 
· audiences with pulpit oratory and his masterful interpretations .. · 
ofthe Bible. T6.~any of us who are younge~. his pra'yers are ,' . 

. ,, y~t ~ be11edictlon. His fifty~two years of ~inistry niade a: last- . 
' . . - ' ' ., . . 

ing, impression upon young' and old: alike. iFor several years ·. 
he ha£been inc~pacit~t~d fo; large·service· by a w~kenE;?d, 

d • • • • • I, . ·, • ' I .. 

hear.t. But many a passer~by was moved to see him sitting. 
, , up~ri his· fro11t. porch· delving ink> th~ BOOK. ,.., 
' ', '. ·,',j I ' : ,·, ,- .• : , , ': •. \ ',,,\ 

· .'· , God has· called· and he 'arisw~red; That we miss him au· 
'' ·'•'.\. • J ,• ' I ' ' I ' ,:, ' ', ' "' ; , 

will confess. From, the hoine, from the ,halls of council and 
f~om the/ Sunday Schooldass , ~h~ie he . delighted to' t111fol~ 

. , the Word, all will miss. hin,i. We bow to the. inevitable and say 
. that' ~ur l~ss is but Heaven's gain. . . ''. • 

'. ·,-', , ', , ·' • . I/ , •. , . '· 

· 
1 

· The Association· and Ministers' Conference. bow in- grief 
and 'sy~pathy with.the widow ariichildren of the deceased:' 

. May o~r· Heav~nly Father bles?in His, o~n go~d V:.-ay is OU~ 
. . ·. ·. .'. . •' . . ,, ... ', .. ( ' 

• 1 prayer m Jesus name. · ! . • ·, · . . · , . 

,; : Elizabeth Ransom Ledford died Sept. 20, 1946:i ,•'• · 

. I. 



MINISTERS' ·coNFERENCE 
Tlie Seventy-Fourth Annual Meeting of The Ministers' Conference of , 

The Union Free Will Baptist Association met joiritly with the association 
. ' / . 'I, - - " ·. -, 

at Greggs Chapel, Newport, Tennessee, on Wednesday afternoon, August 
13th, 1947, at 1:30 o'clock. Th~ me~ting was called into executhie session 
by the President, Rev. Lloyd Light of Sullivan Gardens. Rev. John Can-

' ' ' 

sler, now of Johnson City, re.ad Acts 7:37-41-and Rev. C. Li Long of Sur- • 
goinsville pffered the devotional praye~. , 

ENROLLMENT 
Those present and enrolled were F. C. Atkins, 'Frank Basket, Minnis 

· Bible, C. C. Brockwell, J. A. Brown, J. S. Burgess, John Cansler, Herman 
_ Christian, Jesse Curtis, Robert Cutshaw, Elmer Deloach, Geo; n.:Dunbar, 

, P. A. Paxton, Ray Harp, J. C. Howington, John McLean, E. F. ·Drayne, 
· C. E. Lowe, W, F. Phillips, Gilbert Morelock, Lloyd Light, Thurman Pate, 
E. M. French, Jesse Laws, John Harris,, T. F. Lewis, C. L, Long, W. J. 
Holdway, W. L. Gilton, C. E. Holder, Marlin ,Vaughani ' 

All ministers atte~ding the session, were invited to a seat as. Advisory 
Council. . , ·.· · . ' . . . · , 

Herman Christian, Jesse Lews, and W. L. Gilton were appointed by 
the Chair as a committee on RESOLUTIONS. 

;he Ordaining Council has permissio~ . to ~ake a partial report . 
recommending Raymond .E. Birchfield, formerly of the Brethren church, - , 
for full membership. in tlie con:ference. Rev. Burchfield was unanimously 
elected and the President extended the dght hand of fellowship on behalf 
of the body, then _Rev. Burchfield spoke briefly regarding' his desires 
to become' one of us. • 

All mi~isters present reported· and a' fe.y absentees reported in writ­
ing. All. reporting. were passed by the body and made eligible to pastor 
any church within the Union Ass~ciation. · 

·some discussion· ensued regarding those who do not report to the 
conference either in writing or in person:· Again it was .madJ clear that 
anyone 're'fusing to report and have his character passed upon is ineligible 
t·o. pastor a church within _the association and a church employing such 
delinquents is held in co!ltem~t. • · 

The meeting then stood adjourned until Thursday morning at 10:00 
following the morning se.~sion, of the association. 

THURSDAY MORNING 
' 

The president called the conference into busfness session upon ad-

~ournment of the associ,ation; 

(15) 



'I 

.,, I J 

' ," ',, ' (' ',, '' '' ' •, ,,, 
The following ministers were either present or reported by 'letter: 

'Emmet Bennet, Weldon Bowman, James R. 'D~~n, M. L. Bowman, J. J.' 

'Wilkers~n, Ve;ter Ward, H. W. Mo'relock, Hubert Taylor, Jaiiies T.:Hol: (·' 
~an, Hube~t' Morelock, ' Ea~nest Car~ichal, F:-L: 'Bradshaw, Orville' 

' . . . ' • .· i.,. I ,. 

Stokes, Walter Blankenship,' Wayne. Light, ',E .. C. Burkey, H. · H. Daniels,· . 
. • . ' I ' • 

Hemy Ward: , 

The· Ordaining C~uncH reported• verbaliy', that Horace Teague and 
' John I.' McLean have been I ex'amined bn the study cbu~se ari.d doctrine 
. and are reco~mended, for ordination 'at the• fane of evening. worship: .. 

The meeting was adjourned .until Friday at •10:05 A., M. •/' 
• • \ I ~ f 

_FRIDAY MORNING ,_ 

The ~~nf~rence ,voted to. send condolence to, th~ family of Brother 
A. N. BenfielcL Aspecial section on the memorial page is to be reserved 
for his obituary:'_, . , , . . 

. ' ' . 
· ~eport,of committee on .Resolutions:, 

Resolved . that every pastor read· the church covenant ·to .each ap­
. plicanf for membership ~hen receiving su~h into' the church, a~d 'that 
said pastors ·and all ministers ask :for 'copies from our Secretary to be 
given to each new membetfor study. Adopted. ·: : . · · 

L ' , • I fi , : ., • / . < • '•, • ' ' • ' .'·' 

;, ¾ ' • • - ' , • ' ' ' '' I .• ' "' f / 
Be It Resolved, that· the Secretary's salary be raised·, ten dollars per. 

year .. Ruled,out of order by the President, since salaries ·are fixed by-the, 
• . : ' r I • , . ' 

: , ~ssociation.1 ' , · · , 

. On moti~n the General Board is asked to raise the Se'cretar;'s salary , 
• • . ' ' . • , .. , ' . • I 

now th.at the association has adjourned, Adopted" ' · • · , •. · 
I ! > • 

The fin~l report' of the Ordaining Council was read and adopted 
viz: 

' ' ' ' _! . ' • / 

.. We have examined Horace Teague and .John McLean and recommend 
· th~,t th~y be 'ord~ined ~t this ~~ssion.' · 

, , I , < !, ' ; , I I , : '·. ' ' ,, \ , ' ' ',· ,'. • , 

After exammat10n of the I credentials and the appllcat10n of ;Rev., 
', _1 • _ , , • • .., , ',, ,· • • ,·., /. 

Raymond E. Burchf,ield, formerly with the Bretpren Church,. we recom-
~end that he b~ elected to member~hip' and, a· new certifica'te of ordi-, i' ,\ ' '• ,) '. ' '·.· • ,. \ ' ,, •·, ',' 
nation be granted him. . ,, , i' 

' .,, I - ·• • ' • ' , 

.That we .have -refused· to· renew the llcense of Vester.'Ward for not , 

11 ~ep,brting before, the 'council'in person, as required 
0

by t4e ~onference. ' 
' we have also refused.' licen~e to H. R Daniel bec~use of unbecoming re-
' marks agai~st the st~dy1,course prescribed by the Ministers' Co~ference. ' 

' . ' 

\, 
. (lG) 

,, 



We have grant~d license for one year to Sherman McLain; Pent 
McLain, L. E. Ramsey, Claud McCamey, Hugh D. Berry, Raymond A. 

'K~ight, J.E. Sauceman and 0. M. Ledford. -
,J __ -S. Burgess 

H. W. Morelock·_ 
J. C. Howington 
P.A. Paxton 

Ordaining Cmmcil 

The conference voted to go into the el~ction 'of officers for the en-,, 
suing year. 

Rev. ·c. E. Holder was elected President and Walter Blankenship Vice-
,, I ' ' ' ' 

President by unanim?us vote. 
. ' . 

Rev. J. S. Burgess was re-elected as a member of the Ordaining 
Council for four · years. He used -well chosen -words in exp~essing his -
appreciation for the distinguished hcmor, but insisted that, full -and com­
plete co-operation be given the council. 

Rev. Burgess took time to explain to Rev. and Mrs. James Miller of _ 
Missouri the complete working of the' Minist~rs' Conference: and-that in 

, as far as we 
1are iiiformed, it is, the only ,simiiar working group of the 

kind among the_ Free WiU Baptists in the United States.· 

The work of a very pleasant session' having been completed the 
conference stoo4_ adjourned to meet with association at Valley View 
church, Loudon, .Tennessee, August, 1947. 

(17) 

Lloyd Light, President 
Geo. D. Du~bar, Secretary , 
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'WOMAN'S. AUXILIARY REP,ORT .. 

The a~nual sessiori of the· Women's District Convention.of the Uriion 
Free Will Baptist of the Union Association of Tenn., was called to order. · 

'. by the' president, ,Mrs .. c. A: Christian. on Thursday afternoon; ·Aug. 14,: ,: 
, 1947; atGreggs Chapel at Newport, Tenn:. · , !·;, ·, ,: .. ' , . ·· , 
. · Congregational hymn--"Amazing Grace," led by .Rev. Lloyd Light, 

Devoticm-:.-Mrs. P. •A. Paxton, Romans .12." . . . . . 
Welcome address-Mrs. Fred Dover: 

' Response-Mrs., Maud McCamey. ' . 

ENROLLMENT OF DELEGATES 
' ' ,, 

Presidents of Auxiliaries present: Mrs. Ruth Rose, Mrs .. P. A; Pax: 
ton; Mrs. Georgia Lewis, ·Mrs. C. B: Britton, lVIrs. Maud McCamey, .Mi-s .. 
Edn~1Lee. · __ .' , . · _' · · · , ·, , _·• .,·.r . , 

• 
1 Delegates present: Mrs: Daisy Lowe, Mrs. J, C. Howhigton, MrsO,Pax-1 

, ton,1Mrs. Edna Lee; Mrs. Ellen Naill, Mrs. MikeLusk,·Lenora Livingston,. 
Mrs. Pearl Jones, Mrs. Bill Smith;Mrs. H . .O,. Crowder, Mrs. Georg Blev7 
ins, Mrs. George Vaughan, Mrs. t L. Stanley, Mrs> Wiley Vaughan, Mrs.· 
Bobbie Deaton, ·Mrs. Homer, Hodge, -Mrs. Lloyd Hodges .. , . . ... 

. .· 'An . inspiring and . well delivered taik on . "Missions" by.• Re·v. Geo .. 
Dunbar. Also a plan for mission offering by Rev. J.'C. Howington. · 

. · •'offering 1for Foreign Mission·work was.$26.20:" 
1 

• • •• · 

, Song-"Send The Light,''.led by J L. Stanley. . 
• 

1 
• Prayer_:Mrs'. Britton. · · · 
·Reports read and J adopted: . ' I . • 

"Benefit• of the Woman's Auxiliary' to the Chµrcll," w~s explaine_d 
by Rev. M.arlin Vaughan. ·'' / . . 

·. Report' of Treasurer, M~s. J. C .. Howington, was·read 'and,adopt~d. 
I'. Delegates elected' for State Convention are: Mrs: Maud McCamey, .• 

. · Mrs. Lutie Woolsey.,. 

. ! ' . . . ' 

'[,/' ELECTION·OF OFFICERS I ' 

Presiderit ...... : ....... .-.... :.: .......... : .... .', ...... .' .... ; ... : ... : .... :.: ......... :, ..... '.Mrs. C. A 'christian 
First.Vice~President ..... ,.:.:: .... ::: .. : ........ : ... :: ...... , .... :· .... , ... : ... Mrs. J.C. 'Howington 
Second Yice-President .. /., ...... : .... :, .............. : ....... / ................ '.Mrs .. P. A .• Paxton 

; ,Third Vice-President. ...... .' ............... L ... : ..... : ... : ....... : ..... : ... :, ........ _ .. Mrs. Mike Lusk 
. .FourthVice-Presiderit:'. ........ ::, ... ; ... , ........ ;'.: .... :::.: ....... ' .......... Mrs.'MaudMcCamey 

Fifth Vice~President ... : ...... : .... , ..... • .. : ......... :, ..... : ......... '. ......... :.: .... : .. Mrs. 'Ruth Rose 
Treasurer.'. .. : .. ' .... , ... : ... ' ......... ,: .. : .... : ... :: .. : .... : ..................... '.:.' ...... :,.: .Mrs: Geo.·. Blevins' .. 

. ; Secrftary.:·:·· .. : .. :: ...... :.: ... :: ............ : ....... ' .. .-,' .. ' ........ : ............. :,:'·' ... :.Mrs.· Ned~. Ellison 
•: F'ield Worker ........... :i ......... , ....... :"": .. : ........................ , ................ Mrs. P; A. Paxton 
. : .· Amount for AuxiliaryReports ...... -..... : ..... , .. :,··: ............ :.~: ...... :,.': ... $15.30. · •· 

.;'Motion for adjournment. Dismissed· with prayer by Mrs. J.' d; Howe 
ington. ' 1 ' ' 1 , • • • • • , \ • , • • • • 
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c:i c:i c:i +> s CIJ. c5 c:i s Cl) Cl) c:i 0 ' C\l 0. ~~ z z z E-i -:r: z. r/l z z -:r: z 

,_Watauga ......... .' .... I 171, ... /, ... /17/ ........ , ... / ......... /$ ·63.26/3548/10l$105.00I$ 8.50115 
Moores ................ / 131 .... / .... /131 ............ / ..... , .... 1 64.90/ 587113/ ............ / 1.94/ ... . 

· .. Keenburg ......... : .. /219/ .... /., .. / .... / .· 36.00/ .. : ....... / .. 689.13/2243/ .... / .. 767.82/ .......... / ... . 
Central .............. I 701· 1/ .... /70/ ............ / .......... / 89.70/4725/ .... / 87.85/ 5.46/ ... . 
Midway .............. 1 24/ .... 1 3121/ 257.141 24.00/ 65.68/ .... , ... 1 8/ ............ / 30.95/ 1 
Elizabethton ...... / 15/ 2/ 4/15t 72.15/ .: ........ / 103.88/5434/ 9/ 10.55/ ........... / 1 
Harris .................. / 14/ 3/ 4114/ 10.00/ 4.20/ 18.75/ ........ / .... / ............ / ...... : ... / ... . 

· Surgoinsville ...... / 18/ .... / .... /18/ ..... : ...... / ......... / 292.20/ 255/ 61 ............ / , 2.701 ... . 
Forest.Grove ...... / 13/ .... / .... /131 5.00I .......... / ............ / ........ / 6/ ....... " ... / 6.00/ ... . 

'·Phillip's Bend .: .. / 9/ 2/ 4/ 7/ .... : ....... / ; ......... / ············' 9461 4/ ............ / 1.95/ ... . 
Wooddale ............ / 22/ 1/ .... /23/ 11.13/ .......... 1 45.61/ ........ / .... / 94.671 .......... / ... . 

d 
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I 
.._ l9UARTERL Y MEETING CALENDA!)'-

~ r§4~etiD;) 

N. Q. M.-The Fifth Sunday 
W. Q. M.-Friday before the first Sunday in November, 1947. 
E. Q. M.-Friday before the third Sunday in October, 1947. 
C. Q. M.-Friday before the second Sunday in November, 1947. 

Second Meeting 

N. Q. M.-The Fifth Sunday 
W. Q. M.-Friday before the first Sunday in February, 1948. 
E . Q. M.-Friday before the third Sunday in J anuary, 1948. 
C. Q. M.-Friday before the second Sunday in February, 1948. 

Third Meeting 

N. Q. M.-The Fifth Sunday 
W. Q. M.-Friday before the first Sunday in May, 1948. 
E. Q. M.-Friday before the third Sunday in April, 1948. 
C. Q. M.-Friday before the second Sunday in May, 1948. 

Fourth Meeting 

N. Q. M.-The Fifth Sunday 
W . Q. M.-Friday before the first Sunday in August, 1948. 
E. Q. M.-Friday before the third Sunday in J uly, 1948. 
C. Q. M.-Friday before the second Sunday in August, 1948. 


