
r- -- - -

r I . , 
I. . 

1 y 

MINUTES 
-OF 'l'HE-

I FOURTH ANNUAL SBSSION . . I 
' JJ -OF TmJ-

~ Wr!llllUl®ll I 

I rRH-WILL ~~~E~~~ITH ASSOCIATIONll 

·I . ~ 
~ Pleasant R1dge Church, Itawamba Co., 1 
I MISSISSIPPI,I ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Septen~ber 15th m~d 17th, 1883. ~ 

I I 
, I ~ 

I ~ 
GOLDSBORO, N. C.: ~ 

Printed at the BAPTIST REVIEW Job Office. I 
I SS3. . I 

• .~~~~;_ Cli E Q' g~~~ 

l 



' ---------......,......-- ----=----

• 

L 



---- - ---

-MINUTES 

-OF THE-

FOURTH ANNUAL SESSION 

-OF TH!i:-

fRff-WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION., 
COX\".ENED Wl'l'll 

PlPasaut Ridge Chureh, Itawamba Co., 

MISSI SSIPPI, 

SeptPn~ber J,5fh rr.nd l 'lth, 1883. 

GOLDSBORO, N. C.: 
. Printed at the BAPTIST REVIEW Job Office. 



ARTICJ,E 1. This A~~o<·iation shall l>e known as the 
Vernon Freewill Baptist Association, of Ala., and he com­
posed of delegates from the different churches forming the 
same. Ettch church shall he entitled to three delegate><. 

ART. 2. This body :;hall be considered an achism·~· coun­
cil; bnt having no authority oYer the loc<."ll aifairs of the 
churches. 

ART. 3. Each chnrch in this Association shall be con­
sidered an advisory bocly, and shall control her own i11!cr­
nal afl'airs,.in matters of discipline, &c. She may, howeYer, 
in extreme cases call aid from ;.;ister churches. 

Awr. 4-. All que:; tions of doctrine and matters of gener­
al interest shall be Rettled by a two-third,; Yote of the A~­
sociation, and this deeit;ion shall be final. 

Ain. 5. The ofiicers of this A ssociation shall he n .Mod­
erator, Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be ehosen at each 
session by a majority YOI 0. 

Awr. 6. 'l'his As,;ocintion shall meet annua]]_,-, aL "uch 
time and place as shall be moHl convenient, ancl shall not 
adjourn finally until all the business is tran"acted. 

ART. 7. Churches wishing to become members of this 
Association mm:t adopt its ArtielC's of Faith and conform 
to its usages. 

ART. 8. \Ve agree a,; ehnrches composin~ thi" Assoria­
tion to use our het->t interl'sl to promote the interest or all 
moral and benevolent instil utions ~ueh as the Tempcrnure 
cause, Sabbath-Sehools, 1\IisRionary operations, &c., &c. 

A~tT. 9. That no mcmiJee or this A~sociation shall be 
eligible to the office of Mcderator more than two sneces~ive 
year , unless no other member he eomp0tent. 



The fourth annual session of the Vernon Freewill Bap­
tist Association was 'held with Pleasant Ridge Church, 
ltawamba county, Miss., on the 15th and 17th of Sept.1883. 

Introductory sermon was preached by Rev. '\V. A. el­
SOJL Text-HeYelations 22 c, 16 v. 

After rece~s aml refre~hment the Association was called 
to order by I he former Moderator. After singing and pray­
er conducted by the Moclerator, proceeded with business in 
I he following order: 

ht. Letter:; from the Ohurches were called for and read 
and name,.; of Jele:;ates enrolled as per Statistical table. 

2nd. Proceeded to elect a Moderator, Clerk and Corres­
ponding Secretary; whereupon, Rev. R. II. Tomlin was 
elec·ted .Moderator, T. G. Nethery, Clerk; E. L. Brown, 
Uonespondi ng tlecretary. 

3rc1. Opened the door for the reception of new church­
eR into our bocl,v. Petitionary letters were presented, and 
re('ei \·ed lbe following named churches, viz.: Oak Grove, 
Free Hope, Hope Well ancl Mount .Joy. 

4th. ('ailed for corresponllence from sister Associations. 
Letter:-; were rcf'ei ,·ed from the followinl!:, viz., Union Grove, 
repre,;en tell by .:\L L. Bickers I all' and J. N. Jones, who pre­
sented a lettf'r mHl minute; \\·hereupon they were received 
and the rip:ht hand of fellowship extended by the Modera­
tor. Also the l\lount 1\foriah .\.ssociation, represented by 
Hev. Thos. l\Iollo.'· who pre~ented a letter aml minute to 
whom the right hand of fellow·ship wns extended by the 
1\fodera tor. 

5th. Invited Yil'iitilll!; mini~;tr•r<> to o;eaLR with ns. None 
present. 

6th. H0solved that 1hel\lo(1C'J:atorappoint all committees 
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7th. The followi n~ eonllnittee~ were appointed: 

CO)I"\fJTTEE ON Pll.EACIIlN0-0. II. Sanders, .\ . . I. Chaflin, \V. H. Estes 
with the deacons of this ehurch. 

ON l•'J~ .ANC'E-AIH.lro",· Mc::\lurray, \V. (i. Farrjs, .Jn1nes Bnrlison a.nd 
W. l\1. Jtoherts. 

ON lJOCUMENT:s-J. P. Lewis, 'J'. T:wlor, '1'. \V. !'<prlngtleld, H. C. J>'lippo, 
W. A. )lei son with Moderator and• 'lerk of t.h is Association. 

ON TEMPEHANC'E-\V. A. llutrrwm, T. J. Spr·ingfleld, \V. W. lllattox. 

ON SAHBATH-SCHOOLH-Jam!'s Harman, J. \V. Taylor nnd R. F. Rpann. 

0:-< r.rTERATUHE-T. J. "'prlnf!llPid, J. r. LPWi8, R. II. Tomlin. 

ON DECEASEn ~lrN!sn;Hs-K II. Tnmlin, \\".A. X.-lson, J. P. I.cwis. 

Hth. ( 'mnmittee nu pr<>achin!); report that VvT. R . Cun ­
ningham preaeh to-ni~ht. ~f. L. Biekt•rstntl', alternate. 

~f. L. Bicke r:-;tafi' to-morrow (Sunrla,r) Ht \.1 A. ::\L R 
H. Tomlin, on doc:trine, at 11 o'clock.\. ~1. K P. linrri-: 
at 4 P.M. Rev. T. W. Springfield at nip;ht. 

On motion, the Association ac~journe<l to eo n n•nc l\[on­
day ruorning at R o't·loek. 

SUXDAY'~ PROOEEDlXOS. 

Preaching at H r\. ~I., lJ _,. ReY. ::\1. L. Bicker-<tafl'. '.L'ext, 
2nd Tim. 3d chapter, 16,-. 

AL 11 A. l\L, by Hev. R. H. Tomlin, snbjeet. ·'elec-tion.'' 
Text, 1st Peter, lKt elwph'r, 2nd YE'I'se. 

Sunday evening, 4- o'<.:lo<·k, preaehinf!; hy E. P. llarri,;. 
Text. l st Tim. 1st ·hap. 15th verse. 

8unda.1• night, preachi11g by He,-. T. W. 
Text, Re,·. 22c., 17\·. 

--0--

,')pringfield. 

' ' 

;\(1), ·nAY, Septemher 17th, l RR2 . 

.\.ssociation ronverwd <H·<·ordinp; to adjonrnrnent. 

1st. After sin~inp; and prayer conducted by the Moder­
ator, minutes of Saturda~· were read and approved. 

2nd. On motion, rea<li1tg or the eonstitntion was omitted. 
~rd. Invit eel ministerK fiJf ot IH' r denominations to Reats 

with us. None present 
4th. Called for r<'port ,r· eommi ttees. 
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lVe the Committee on D ocuments ctnd Order of Business 
beg leave to ?'epo?'t (:tS follows : 
lst. 'Ve recommend the order of bnslne •s of last y ear. 
2nd. 'Ve find that five churches petition for the next annual Associa­

tion, viz., Mount Olive, New Central Point, Uulon Chapel, Union, Mars ID11. 
"'e recommend that the n ext Association be held with New Central Point 

~11~. • 

3rd. We recommend that the Circular r,ette r written by Rev. J.P. Lewis 
be appro ved and appended to the minutes. 

Hh. That '1'. G. Nethery be appointed to write the next Circular Letter, 
choosing his own subj ect. J. P. LEWIS, Chairman. 

He port receiYed and committee discharged. 

5th. Committee on Tempemnce ?'epm·t as follows: 
Amoug the many sin• that bring shame on the human family, none are 

greater a nd more degrading than the sin of drunkenness and intemperance. 
Roc iety has long sutre red frem its dem oralizing influence•. To each and 
eYery m e mber of our order, we earne,stly recomme nd total abstinence as the 
on ly hope of a pure ch urch aud a pme ministry. '!'hat we should be both 
posl t!Ye nnd nggressl veIn fighting so great an e vil, and that our efforts •hould 
IJe nutt ed In driving its use from the Ohmch and Slate. 

'"· A. HU>"FMAN, Chairman. 

Repol:t r ece ived and committee discharged. 

Gl h. Committee on Finance made the following ?'epo?'t: 
Total >tmount, cash received, - - - - $ 41.35. 

'"· l\f. RODEL<'rS, Chairman. 

Report received and committee di scharged. 

7th. R eport qf Committee on SabbatA Schools : 
WH EREAS, The Sabbath School cause ls on the decrease. \Ve there fore 

em·nesU~·mlvise eaeh Jxtstor >tnd ministe r to inform both old and young on 
the benefits arising from a well attended Snhh:<th Hehool. That In connec­
tion with th e breth re n nud sisters make sLrong e trorts to organize Sabb>tth 
f::o)ch oo ls ill a ll our U1nuchcs. J. W. TAYr .. ou., Chairman. 

H.ej)Ort received aucl committee discharged. 

fi lh. Committee on Litemt~t1'(J7nrrde the following report: 
Jn order that w e show ourselves w orkmen approv ed of God, we recom­

m end to our ministers and brethren, th e rendi ng of good theological bool<• 
and tlt l\t w e expr t evNy ettort In our powe t· to obtain an Ellglish educa tion, 
nnd m nltc th e rend ing of the Bible indispeusable. l<'ur1 her , we r ecomme ud to 
our m t"tnbers tbe BAPTIST B.E\"IEW and ad vis<' thetto to give it their earn e•t 
n.nd honest 6Uppo rt. rr. J. SPHIS(H<'IEJ,D, C hairnlRll. 

Heport received and committP<:' di Rchar~ed. 

9th. 0 n Deceased J.lfinistet'l'i- Com. reporter[ as follows : 
ItESOJ.YF.D, Thnt wh ereas lt has pleasPd t he great God of the universe to 

remove from our Fraternity our much l>t'lm·cd :w(t highly esteemed brothe r 
Re v. 'Villi:\m James Springfield, who was suctclenly visited by the cold band 
ofdeat!t, ~tltd wnfted from earth t o e tc rm\1 bli"s, July Util, 1883; whose loss we 
sadly mourn. The Church having lust 1\ promisin!(, an able and Pmcient 
minister, socle ty one of its i)est exemplnry m elllbers. To his family we ex­
tend our warmest sympathies, his fri<'tHis W<' advise to follow tiH' example~ 
lte so faithfully set before them. H. II. 'l'o~u,r~ , ('l111irman . 

R<:'port recPivecl ancl rommifttN' di~t·hargNl. 
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On motion, the Vernon Association was divided, making 
two Associational Districts. The State line being the di­

.viding line, giving the churches near the line the right to 
take choice of Districts. The new AHsociation being known 
as the TuJ.felo Association, and that the first Association be 
held with Oak Grove Church, 5 miles East of Tupelo, Lee 
county, Miss., on Raturday before the first Sabbath in 
October, 1884. 

On motion, Rev. M. L Bickerstaff' was appointed to 
preach the introductory sermon, with Rev. J . P. Lewis, 
alteri1ate. 

Resolved, That the Tupelo District. be di,·ided into two 
Districts, making the M. & 0. R. R., the dividing line. 
That East of the R. R. be known as the First Di::;trict and 
West of the R. R., be known as the Second District. 

Resolved, That· the Union Meeting of the First District 
be held with New Salem, 3 miles South-east of Smithville, 
Monroe county, Miss., on Friday before the 3rd Sabbath in 
July, 1884. Rev. vV. B. Trammel to preach the intro­
ductory sermon. Rev .. J. P. Lewis, alternate. · 

Resolved, That the Union Meeting of the Second Dis­
trict be held with Mount Moriah Church, llt miles East 
of Oxford, Miss., on the Oxford & Pontotoc road. Rev. E. 
P. Harris was appointed to preach the introductory ser­
mon. Rev. J. P. Lewis, ~ltemate. 

Resol'IJed, That the Vernon Association be held with 
Mount Olive Chmch, 10 miles East of Pikeville, Ala., 
embracing the 3rd Sabbath in September, 1 84-. Rev. R. 
H. Tomlin was appointed to preach the introductory ser­
mon. Rev. 'I' .• J. Springfield, alternate. 

Resolved further that the Association be divided into 
two Districts. The Bnttahatchie river being the dividing 
line. South Buttahatchie to be known as First District, 
and North Bnttahatchie to be known as Second District. 

Union Meeting to be held in First District, with Union 
Chapel Church, 8 miles E~st of Vernon, Ala. Rev. W. A. 
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Nelson to preach the introductory sermon. Rev. Thomas 
Taylor, alternate. Meeting to embrace the 4th Sabbath 
in .July, 1884. 

Second District-Union .Meeting to be held with New 
Central Point Church, 5 miles South-west of Detroit, Ala., 
embraeing the 4th Sabbath in August, 1884. Rev. '1\ W. 
Springfield was appointed to preach the introductory ser­
mon. Rev. R. C. Flippo, alternate. 

Resolved, That the Circular letter written by Elder J. P. 
Lewis be appended to the minutes. 

On motion, appointed A. J. McMurray, Treasurer. 
On motion, that the Union GroYe Association be consol­

idated with the Tupelo Association, making one, known as 
the Tupelo Association. 

On motion, appointed corresponding messengers fliom 
Vern on Assoeiation to Mt. Moriah Association as follows, 
viz., Brethren R H. Tomlin, '1'. W. Springfield, G. B. Tay­
lor, J. W. Taylor, J. M. Lawrence. 

On motion, appointed corresponding messengers from 
Tupelo Association to Vernon Association as follows, viz., 
J. P. Lewis, M. L. Bicken;tafr, E. P. Harris, E. L. Brown, 
W. H. Wigginton and '1'. L. Ritter. 

On motion that the Southern Baptist Association be 
moved from Ever Green to Union Church, 8 miles North­
west of Tupelo, Mi:;:;. 

Appointed as delegates from Tupelo Association to 
Southern Baptist Association, .J. P. Lewis, E. P. Harris, 
E. L. Br<?wn, W. R. Cowley. 

On motion, appointed delegates from Vernon Associa­
tion Lo Southern Baptist Association, T. W. Springfield, 
R. H. Tomlin, G. H. Sanders and A. J. McMurray. 

Resolved, That all ministers be recognized as standing 
delegates from their respective churches to the Vernon 
Association. 

Re3olved, That T. J. Springfield, M. D., and T. G. Neth­
ery be appointed to superinten1l the printing of the min-
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utes of the Association and that the printing be done at 
the office of the R\PTTST REvmw. 

Resolved, 'l'hat every minister of om order be requestell 
to make out a written report of hi:; work during the As,;o. 
ciational year, and the same be read heforo the Asr.;oeiation 
at its next annual meetinp;. 

Resolved, That eaeh miniHter or tltiH Association lw <'011 -

si<.lere<l regular members of the body. The tlelegate,; to he 
chosen from the brethren. 

R esolved, That our thank8 are d11e to the officers or this 
Association for Lhe faithful manner in which they haVL' 
<lischarge<l their duti etl. 

R esolved, That our thanks are due f\11(1 are hereby ten ­
dere<l to tho member,; of the difl"erent churtheR, an<l citi-• :,:ens of this community who have so faithfully an<l gener-
ously co-operated in extending to us the hand of hearty 
welcome during this Association . 

On motion, adjoumed to meet with 1\fount OliYe Church, 
10 miles East of Pikeville, Marion county, Ala., Associa­
tion to convene on Satur<lay before the 3r<l Sabbath in 
September, 188-!. 

After an appropriate talk, singing and prayer by the 
.Moderator, the parting hand was taken amid tears of JOY 
and sorrow. 

R. II. TO:;\ILI~, Moderator. 

T. G. NETIIERY, Olerlc 



'li1 t /w .i.lbnicders mul Delegates composing tl1e Vernon 
Assof'iation :-

DEAn HnETHHF.N, l><'lng nppointC'd by your honorable 
ho<l~· to write a Circular Lett<>r, nnd choosP my subject, I will proC'ePd by 
giving- n fe'v thoughts on tlu~ subject ofPaith, llopp and Chnrity, which ~Ton 

will find recordPd in lst ('orinthinns t:lth chapter nnd 13th verse . "And now 
nbille1 h ~,nith, H ope, Charity, tht•se three; l>ut the greatest of these is Chari­
ty. " And now (iu this present lift>) nhidPth l•'aitlt, Hope, Charity, these three 
suppply the place of that dirN·t vision wltiC'It no human embodied spirit can 
ha.V(\ these abid. P or re111ain for the prl'Sl'nt st:ne. Faith by which we nppre­
lH·nd spirit LHtl bh'ssings nnd "·nil.;, witll God. l[op{' b.v which we vie'v nnd e:x­
)Jf'('t P·tf' nHtl blessednes::o, nwl p:u-;s through things tetllporal, sons not to lose 
th(J:O:P which n.re C'tornal. l'llarity or love by wldelt we sho''' fur·th the \"irtues 
of tlH' g-ntco rP<·pi\·ed lJ~· faith in lh inK a lift"\ of ohedicnt'e to God, and ofgoo<l 
will n.ncl uspfu\nt·ss to lllitll. Hut 1lH.:' grE'HIE'St of thf'se is Charity. \Vithout 
frtith it ls impossihlt.-' t1> ph' nse Hod, and without it we cn.nnot partake of the 
g-rnc·e of onr Lord Jt"\sn s. \\"itlinut hope Wt' eould not endnrf:' ns SPeing Ililn 
who il" in,·isih!t•; nor ha\'P any adl'((Uatc id<'a of t IH' eternnl '''o rld , nor bear 
up undC'r tlH' afllictiuns and ditlienltif's of lif<', hut great, nsPful n.ncl indispen­
snbl~· JH'<·essfu·y ns thE'Sl' nrf', .)"llt c·hnrity or·Jo,·p is g-rC'nter. Love is the fulftll­
iHg of th e law, hut this is tU'\"Pr said of faith o r hop<'. It nlfl..Y be nf:'cessn.ry to 
Pntr•r utor(' pnrti<-ulnrl~· into a c·on:-;i<leratinn of the con('lusion of this very 
ilH}) IH'Ifllll <"ilHp{PI'. 

Fin;t, lovt> is propprly tlH"\ illl:tg'l' of Ctlll in the :-:out, for Uod is lo,·e. Hy 
t'ailh W(' n·(·PiYe fron1 our .:\JaJ,Pr, hy hopl' Wt' r•xpPct n. futun"\ n.nd elt\ t'llHI 
good; lnll b.\· lo\'t' \H' rest.>JlliJ!t• Oud; and hy it al11n<-" are we qnalH1Pd to enjoy 
ilt'<L\'( 'JI, a1.d he· o1w witl1 flim t!Jruug-hout PtPrnity. Faith, says one, is th e 
foundation of thC' ('!J!l~!ian I iff' !ll!d of gontl \'r"ot·ks. TropP r ears the SltJlf>r­
!-itrueturP; iJllt lOY(' fi llh .. Jlf •S, ('O!Ilpit'tl' S :t!Hl l'f'OWIIS it in :t hlC'SSf'(l f'tf'l'nit~·. 

Fnitll and !Jnpf' rPspr•<·t oursC'l\'I?S :linn<', lo\'P tnkPs in both Ood n.nd llHtn • 

. Fnitll lwlps, and hopt=- :-:ustaius us; hut IO\ 't' to Uod and lllU.IllllHkPs us ol>edi­
Pilt and usl'ful. This one I'(HISidPration is Hutll(·ient to slHn\· that love is 
gTt'Hlt'l' than eitiWI' faith OJ' hOJ)t-'. 

~om'\ :-my loYe is tiH' gn•nt (•:-:1, h(•c·:nlsf' it rf'lllnius th rotu~hont etC'rn ily, 
wht•rc'as, faith and hotw pr·o(• t•ul on I~· th1·ou~h !if<•; IH?IIC'l"'", we say thaL there 
faith is lwn in sight, a11d llopt- in fruition. But dot>:-: the npostl(l. say so? Or 
<lot'S an~· llHtn in:-.pired by U11<l sav so'! I hl'lh'\·e not. F<lith nnd hopf' will ns 
JH' <'t}s:.::u iiy entPr into PtPnutl g-lor·~· ns lovp will. TIH"\ perfPctions of Ood are 
nl>"iolutt' in tllt>ir natun=-, intiniLP in Hlllnhf'r and eternal in tlif'ir durntion. 
liowl"\VPl' high, glorious or suhlimP, the soul may b(" in that eternal state, it 
will eu•r in n•sp<~c l to God, l>t• liluitl'd in its }JOWL' I'~", nntl lllltSt l>c itnproved 
nnd C'X})ftH<l(\d hy tht~ ('l)lllllllllli('ation~ of LIIP !-:;UJH'l'IllP Being. llf'n('e, it will 
have iutinitl• g lories in the natur~ ofOod to npjH't' IH'lH.l by faith, to anti<>ipato 
by hope, and cnj<,y by love. L1'ront 1lt<' n~t.ture of thP divine pl-'rft•etlons thorP 
JllUI!it he inHnite glorit•s in them 'vlti(•lt must iJl' ohjecls of faith io dis< nlhod­
i Pd itipirils, because it is intpossihlC' that they :-;hould be expPrimcntn.l ly, or 
posith·eJ~r known by any creature. E,~en in the !leaven ot' llNn·ens, wP sha.ll 
ln r·erere nce to the infinite and et(' run.l c~c·e ll pncies of God walk by faith and 
not hy sight. \\' t' shall <'l'Pdil exish•JJ<'P t~·F inttuite and unlhnitPtl gloril'S in 

l 
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him which from their absolute and infinite nature must not be communica­
ble. And as the very nature of the soul shows it to be capable of eternal 
growth and improvement so the communications from the Deity which arc 
to produce this growth and lmprov«:>m«:>nt must he objects Of faith to t111• I•Urf' 
spirit, nnd if objects of faith, <'OnSNIUently objects of hope, for n~ h opei" tlH' 
expectntlon of future good It is inseparable from the nnture of the soul to 
know of the existence of any attninnblc f(ood without making It imnwdlat<'l~· 

the object of desire or hope. And iR it not this that shall constltnte the Pter­
nal and progressive happiness of the immortal "Pirit; knowing from what it 
has received that there is infinitely m ore to be received nnd desiring ro he 
put in possession of every communicable good which it knows to exist? 

As faith goes forward to vi ew, so hope goes forward to desire, and God con­
tinues to communicate every communication, making way for another h~· 

preparing the soul for greater enjoyment, and this e njoyment must produce 
love. To say that the soul cotn haYe neither falth nor hope inn future statn,1 
Is to sny thnt ns soon as It f' ntt'rs heow<'n It Is as happy as It cnn pos,ibly be 
and this goes to exclude all growth in the ctPrnrtl stnte n.nd all progres6iYP 
manife~tatlons, and communicntions of God nnd consequently to fix a spirit 
which Is a composition or intlnite desi res In" stnte of etemnl snmeness, In 
which it must be grently chan::t<'d in its constitution to find Pndless gratifl <":l­
tlon. To sum up the r ensonlng on this subject, I think it n ecc"snryto ollsPrY<'. 
1. Thrtt the term fnith is here to be tnk<'n in tlw general se nse or the word 
for thnt belief which a soul has of the infinite sntlkiency ancl goodness of God, 
in consequence of the discoYerles he hns made of himsPlf and his d esigns 
either by revolution or imm<'cliately by his spirit. X ow we know thnt God 
has revealed himself not only in r e fe re n ce to this world, but in reference to 
eternity and much if our fnith is employed In things pertnlning to the eternal 
world, nnd the enjoyments in that stnte. That hope is to be tnkeu in Its com­
mon acceptntion, the expectation of future good which expectation is neces­
tmrlly founded on faith as faith is found ed on lmowlerlge. God gives n revcln­
tion which concerns both worlds, containing exceeding grent nnd precious 
promises re lntive to both. \Ve bell eYe what he has sni<l on his own veracity 
and we hope to enjoy the promi se,! blessin gs In both w orlds b<'causc he is 
fnlthfnl who has promised. As the promises stand in re f<' r<'nce to both 
worlds so also must the fotlth nnd hope to which these promises stand as ob­
jects. The enjoyments in the eternal world arc nil spiritunl nnd must pro­
ceed lmmcdinteiy from God himself. God in the plenitud <' o f his excellen­
cies Is as incornprehensive ton glorltlcd spirit ns h e is to a spirit resident in 
flesh nnd blood. Every created intellectnnl nature is cnpnble of eternal lm­
provemPnt. If seeing God as he Is be esse ntial to the e t<'rnal happines" o f 
beautillcd spirits, the n the discoveries which he makes of himself must be 
grndnnl, for as much as it is impossible thnt nn infinite eternal nature can be 
manifested to a crea,ted and limited nature in nuy other way. As the pcrft><'­
tions of God a.re intlnite th<'Y are cnpnble o f being eternaliy m n nifPsted nnd 
after nli mnnifestntlons th e re must be an inflnitude of perfections stili to be 
brought in view. As ev<' ry son! that, ha~ nny.Jnst notion of God must !wow 
thnt h e Is possessed of nil possible perfections. So these perfections being 
objects of knowledge must be obj ects of faith. p,,·er.v holy "Pirit feels itsel f 
possessed of nulimitcd desi res for tlw !'nj oym e n t o f spiritual ;::nod aml faith 
In the lntlnite goodness of God necessaril.'· implil' S that h e will satisfy C\.<'JT 
desire he has excited. The power to g ratify In the dt\·inc Being and theca­
pnclty to be gratitled in the immortnl spirit wlll necessn t·lly <' XCite continual 
desires, which on the e vidence of faith will as n ecessa ri ly produce ho pe 
which Is the expectntion of futur<' good. All possibl e pe rfection~ In God are 
tbe oh.Jects of faith and the communication of nli possible blessedness the 
object of hope. Fa ith goes forward to apprehend and hopP to anticipate as 
God continues to discover his unbounded glories nne! perfections. Thus dls­
C'overed nnrl d<'sirf'd, th (;'ir innnPH~Ps hPC'Oll1(1 <"nnlnlnni(•:l1£'rl, lOY(' possf"R!'!Ps 
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them and Is excited and increased by the communication. With respect to 
those which are communicated faith and hope cease and go forward to new 
npprelwnsions, and anticipations while love continues to r etain and e njoy 
the whole. 'flms an eternal interest is l<ept up and intlnlte blessings in end· 
less succession apprehended, anticipated and enjoyed. 

My opinion that faith and h ope as w ell as love wlll continue In a future 
state will no doubt nppear slngulnr to mttny who have genernlly considered 
the two former ns necessarily terminating in this lowe r world; but this arises 
from an improper notion of the bcnutifled stnte and from innttention to the 
state and capacity of the soul. If It have the same faculties there which it 
has ht>re, how soever Improved they may be, it must acquire its hnppiness 
from tht' Supreme Helng in the wtty of communication: and this coml'nnni­
c:ttion must necessarily be gradual, for the reasons already alleged: and if 
gradual, then there must be, (if in that state we hnve nny knowledge nt all·of 
the di\'ine nntnre) faith that such things exist :md may be communicnted; 
desire to possess them because they arc good; and hope thnt these good 
things sh:,u be communicated. 

I con<'l ude, therefore, from thesP nnd a multitude of other reasonings which 
might he hrought to b<>ar on this subject, that faith and hope will exist in the 
eternal world ns w ell as lo\·c; and that there as well ns here it m ny .endlessly 
he snill, Thegrehtcst of th<'S<' is love. \Vith great propt·lety , therefore , does 
the apostle exhort tu fo liC>W after love; it being so essentinl to our comfort and 
happiness here otnd to our glotT in the eternal world, nud how nccessr,t·y faith 
and love are t o the 8ame Pnd w e hnve already seen. So brethren In the 
V)r(] "J,et hmther ly lo\'c continue." J . P. LE\YIS. 



AllTlCJ,E 1. We hPii<·ve that tiiPre i~ otily one tntP HtHI living U<Hl. 
who i~ the i:)nprPnw Hnlrr of lleavPII and parth. s<>lf-pxi~tet ~ t Cn·atnr 
of alr thing~. allll revC'al•·d utHlt>r the pcr:wnal di~titl<:tion~ of Fatlwr, 
Son an<llioly GhosL, equal i11 c·very divine perfeetio11, and cxbting in 
distinet bnt llarmoniott>5 oOkcs itt thl' gn•at work of reLI•·Dtptioll. 

Atn. 2. We beliP\'(' the !Toly BiblE' was writtE'tt by nwn divill<'iy 
inspil·etl, and is ;l pcrf .. ct treasnre of lll'avcni~· i:Jstr11clion; that it has 
Cod for its antllor. S:llvation for its Plld. :llld Trntll for ltS mattPr. til t 
it rPV('als the principles by whi<'h God will judg-e no. and therPiorP i,o;, 
nnd siHc!l relilain to thE' PtHI of thi8 \\·orld, t!JP Ct·ntre of CllrisJi;ln 
unio11. thP Sitpn·me slandanl by \\'lii<'ll :til llillll>tll r-otHinct. rre<·<l" :tnol 
ophi<Jns will be tried. ' 

.4..H:r. 3. We b<'liev<~ that nt:w was crPat<'d holy. nllllf'r the lilw of 
his ;\Jnl;cr, but front v ,Juntary transgn•s,ion li•JI tront that lt:tppy 
!'tatP. in consC'JlHm~P of ,y!Jich all ll\:tllkind arl' now depraved «nd 
wholly unable of tii Pir ow11 free will :liHI abiltt\' to reru\'l'r thmnselv<' ~ 
from thf' faliPn statl' in which tlwy an~ uy nati11·e. 

r\HT. J. We lwli!'\'e tilat nou lias not flxPd tliP fntnl'P ~tate of man­
killll by au absolutp and uncondi1ional dN·n•e. but >alvation is of!; rl'tl 
in tlw Gospel free to all. and if:=:il111<·rs are lo~t forevt•r, it will be tlwir 
OWn fault 

AHT. 5. \Ye brlil"n· that CliriRt by liiR dealli :nHI sufli·ring~. tnadt• 
an nLOII<'IliPnt for thP ~in~ of all manki1HI in g<'nl,nil. a11d <·Yt •ry indi­
villllal i11 particular. liO\\'< '\'t•r. tli«t 11011e b11t tiH>'P wlto beli••ve in lliltl 
can bp partakers of the dh·inP b<'twtit,:. 

/~llT. U. \\'e lwlicve that rrne faith rannot procPt>d f'"'" tliP ex!'r­
rise of onr WJ.tural f;L<·nltiP~ Hiid powerR. or tro :n tile forl'<' and opt·r­
aLiOII of free will, since nwn in cOIIRt'IJII<'ttcr of hiR natnral rnrr11pti""• 
is inl'apaiJle~ith e r of thinking or doing a11ythi11g ~piriln:dly good. 

A ln. i. \\'c hPiiPV<' in a g('t~t•ral applic:uion of tit(' grarP of <~od 1o 
fall<m n1an. suflicit•ntly to enable hiu1 tnorally ami il<'tuali.l· to ohc·y 
the r('<tniremcnt.s of the law of lih ··rty .• Ia. 1e' .. ~ .iv: tlliR is to a<·t sa'­
ing faith. John 1c. 9v; how<'YPl' IIOIIP bnt thnse who U('i evr or :~c·qlli ­
esce in Christ will l.H' ~aved th('l'eby-Act,; 17::-l~; Hont. :!:HJ; .John :-l:l!l. 

AHT. 8. We beliPvc in tile fre <' moral agrnc.v of n1:1.11. by tile grarr 
of God. before :~.nd aftl'l' ronvpt·~ion, and th:1t liP is laid lltHkr no in­
vincibl<' necessity. b1· hi~ Cn·atnr. to ac·t in any fiH·n way. th:tl if liP 
lives after the flesh, he shall die. h11t if lw, through the ~pirit. d" 11101'· 
tify the deeds "f till' uody. h(' shall live, and tlwrPfore tnan is al w:~ys 
a prope1· subject of admonition <iltd exhortation. Hr•b. 11:12. 1:-l: P.olll. 
12: 1-1; :lllark 1:J:13; Eze. 11'.~1: Rev. 2 and 3c.; ](ze. :l:-!:1:! ami 2S, lRt 
'l'im. 4:1; IIeb. 3:5; Jst Cor. Hi', 12 and 2:.!v.; 1st Peter 1:10. 

ART. 9. We believe th·1t a ,·isible chureh of ( ' lu:i~t is a congrega­
tion of believers, associated by cu,·en:wt in the faith and fellowship of 
the Gosp<'l, observing t.lw ordinances of Christ gorernrd by his !a \\'S, 

and exercise the gift.-. rights and privil<'ges inn•st•·Ll in t!,eJn by !lis 
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word; that its only proper otllcers are bishops or pastors and deacons 
whose qnnlilications, claims antl duties are defined in the epistl~s to 
Timothy anti Titus . 

"\HT. 10. \Ye believE: thnt Christian baptism is immer~ion in watei', 
in the name of the l•'<Lther. Son and Holy Ghost, and that believers 
arc tlir proper subjects 

.Adu. 11. We bPiieve that the Lord's Snpprr is of perpetual obli­
gation, by which the mcmbm·~ or the chnrch in the use of bread and 
winP. are to commcmor>~te tog-. ·thcr thl" dying love of Ghrist, prececd­
Pll ahnLys by solemn selt~cxamination . 

. \wr. 12. We believe in the resurrection ofthc dead. and thegcnrr­
al jndgtnPrt: that the joys of the rigliteous, and punishment of the 
wH'kcd, will be «terual. upon priuciplt"" of gt ace and justice . 

• \RT. 13. We believe in open COIIIn11111ion. and the churches of our 
hotly are authori:wd. through their pastors, to invite Christians of all 
orthod .. x churches, ,,·ho are in good stalllling in thPir respective 
1·hnn·hes. to comn11nte with us at tiH• Lorrr~ table. 

--0 --

ARTiCLE 1. 'L'hP .-\ f' soeiation . hall be callPtl to order by the ~[oti­
Prator who prP::ided at tiH• la~t Association; former Clerk alf'o otliciate 
nnti! the Asso<"iatiun shall bf' fnlly organized. 

2. 'l'hr \ssociation ~hall b(' opPned antl l'losetl by singing and pray­
('r. 

3. Th e -'fodcrator and Cl••rk ~h,tll b(' chos<'n hy ballot at (':1C'h .\s­
sc·ciation: a lll:tjority of the meuthPI'S present elects . 

-!.' '!'he muucs ot thP d ciPgate~ frnm the Lli1l'eret1t cllllrchr~ ~hall b(' 
enroliPd and called liS oftt'n as n1ay he n\'ct•ssary tlul'itlg the .\~Rncia­
tion. 

iJ. A majority of the d., legaLes present ~hall rule in all eases. except 
in the ri'C(']ltion of churcht' S into our body, which must be unauimous. 

(i. The :\lodl'ratnr shall vote in no ease only \\·lwn the ARsoeiation 
is equally lliddt-d, bnt ::hall have t'<JUal right to speak upon any sub­
ject. provitled ltP appoint ~OIIIl' bi'IITIH·r prl'~PIIt to the chair whi'e 
speaking. 

7. Only one tWr~on shall speak at the sanu' time. who shall ari~C' 
and address the ~Joderator. 

8. Xo brother shall hC' interrnptPcl while ,:peaking. unless he tlr­
pnrt front the snhjecr in disrussion or u~e words of personal reflection 

!). 1'\o person sllall he allowed to ~prak mon• than twir.e on the 
same subject without lea\C from t.l1e ~~sociation. nor more thau fit~ 
teen minutes at. a tin1e. 

10. No member sh;lil laugll or lall tluri11g the titiiPS the debates 
are going on. 

11. No member shall ahse11t hi111 se.j,f from thP Confet'P11('(' without 
leaYe [rom the ~lodPI at or. 



STATISTICS OF THE VERNON FREE-WILL BAPTIS'f ASSOCIATION . 

... I I "' = r/) Q;l cLJ ;.... ~ ;.... ~ 
..... Q) CJ <l) ::s 

I ~ ::; .u ..o o 

CHURCHES I COUN'.fiES I NAMES OF DELEGATES I PAS'rORS I CLERKS 1 Post Offices ~ ~ ~ ~] ,_,X 

I 

>.I» » 11 ,.::: ~ ~.;:; 
.0 ,0 ,0 0 •• ~ 'I' . X c I" ----------------------- -----,---------- ~ ~e_, r:_ ~~=--

Vernon, ............ Lamar, Ala.'l'W:::lpringfield,JTAllen .......... l' Spring-fit>ltlJTAllen ...... Vernon ......... 11
1

1 1 ... 22$1 00 
Springfield........ ·' '' H Hollis ................................... G B Taylor ... D G W Hollis .. .. .. ..... 3G 18 ... 

1

1 
.. . U9, 3 iiO 

Centre Point...... " " '1' Taylor, W J Lindley, ............... W A Nels01 o .. Wm. Page.... '· ......... 21 ...... 1 JOI jj(} 

Union Chapel.... " " W W Mattox, Berry BarnEJl .......... R li Tomlin. F Collins...... ·• ......... 1~ 4114 1 .;7 2 Hl 
Siloam ............. ~ion roe, ::Miss J Brook, J Harman. '1' L Ritter ..... J P Lewis ..... T L Hittt•r ..... Detroit ......... ... ... 1 98 1 46 
Pleasant Ridge .. rtawarnba, '' WHWiggintou.E RitterRAuthouyJ P Lewis .... J B Riggan... .. ........ 1 .... ..1. .. 84 1 150 
Liberty ............. Marion, AlaE D Flurry, M K Williaons .......... W A NPlson. IW II E~tes ... PikeviliP, ...... G 4 l l 13iil l 40 
~It. Willin._ ....... Fayette, " W H Long, W M Roberts J Lindley 1' Taylor ...... W ~I Hoberts •· ...... 6 ... ... ... ... 1 00 
!it. Olive .......... Marion, '' .TRSpann, JBnrlison .T A Burlison W A ~elso n. J A Bmlisou.Pearce·s :llill. 1211 ... 

1 

. .. 0

1 

1 7?i 
Pilgrims Rest .... Lam:u·, " ,J W Taylor, G H Sanders ........... . J W Tay lor ... 

1
a Il :::landers .. Vemon ............ 1 ......... :J2 1 iiO 

·Mars Hill.. ......... Itawamba, Miss J W Turner,A.J ChaHin.n Douglass .J W Tnrner ... 
1

s ll Belle ...... Yockemy ...... 1'! 2 1. .. 14 75 
Pleasant Grove .. Marion, Ala T R Hulcey. Henry (;ann ................................................. Pikevillt· .................... ; 2 00 
Poplar Springs .. Prentiss, Mi ss Represented by Letter .................. S Nichols ...... A Shook .... .. Bay !:iprings ................ . 
J.~oun~'n :::lpringsLamar, ~laNot r~prcscuted.; ......................... T W 'l'ay~or ... 1 ................... ~1o~c<n~ ............. ....... ... 1 

:New Salem ...... Monroe, Mrss F M Lrttle. J )I Fears .................. J P Lewrs .... ,J ~1 Fears .... Sonrthvrlle ............ , ... u
1 

GO 
New Hope ........ Lamar. AlaR H Tomlin, A J Mc:\1nrray ........ R J [ 'l'omlin . .i'l' J Willis ..... Vcmon ......... 11 1 2 ... 45 76 
Union Grove ...... :\fonroe, ~liss J F Night. C C Night, J H Night .. IH J \\'illianosC E Night .... B~gby Fork ... 3523 51080 1 50 
Prospect, .......... Colbert, Ala Not. repre6ented .......................... ... ...... .... ..... . , ................. Drxon ................... , ...... 1 
Bethel, ............. ltaw~mb~t, ~i,ss J Burcl}ne, ll,9a~·r:o11 W I:a~vso n ... ~ J, \~: illi~m' ID F, Ba.re ...... ~mithville .... 11 1 ... 1 ~9 1 ~ 
Mt. Pleasant ...... Monroe, J l-1 D} er. L 1 aeket, Il C•>x ......... lJ:::ip1111gheldiL I acket.. .... tiplnngc, ......... 3 ...... 30 1 oO 
Town Creek ...... Lee. Miss Not represented ................................................................................................. .. 
NewCent'lPoint Monroe. •· J F Hay, R G Davis, 'L' G NP-thcry T.JSpringfie ldT G Nerhery Detroit ......... 3G 2 ... • ... 43 3 iiO 
Ever Green ........ ltawamba, " J P Lewis. W G Farris.E L Br·own J P Lewis .... 'E L Brown .. Bigby Fork... ............... 2 00 
Union ............... Lee, •· LHartsfi eld,WA. Hnfl'man.EFarris.JP Lewis ....• JDJlnft'man . ~1acedonia .... 18' 5 ... 132 415 
Oak Grove, ....... Lee, " W F )iann.B ~1 Lessel, F F Filgo , J P LPwi s ..... F F Filgo ..... Tupelo ........ ............. 41 1l 40 
Free Hope ......... Lamar, Ala W H Cunninghalll .................... IH ' u1oioo~ha ln,(; II' H.oltioo~on 1 VcnJon ..................... 13 50 
l:Iope Well ......... Marion, " ~ Web 1), John White, .................. W A 1\'PISOII .. 'L' W Hawkins ~J ont Calm ............... 9 1 50 
't. Joy ............ ~l:uion. " ,J U Wood , John Este~. Oeo. White1W A Nebon .. ,S ll Hrown ... ,P P:u·cc 's Mill , ........ . ... .13 2 JO 
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