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PROOEEDIN.G-8 . 
. ThP. 14th annal session of the Vernon Freewill Baptist asso­

ciation was held with . Mt. Harmony church Lamar Co. Ala., 
October 14th to 16th . 1893. The . introductory sermon was 
preached by Rev .. \V. B. Taylor. AftPr · recess and refresh­
ments the association convened the· former moderater in the 

. chair, after singing, prayerwas offered by the moderator, .the As­
sociation th.en proceeded to business in the following order: 

1. By electing,T. \V. Springfield to act as clerk pro tern. 
· . 2. Letters from the different churches called for and read, 

the names of the delegates enrolled as per statistical table. 

• 

3. Opened the door for the reception of new churches into 
the body. Rec.~ived one from the l\H. l\Ior!ah Assiciation, · · 

'l\It. · Plea!'l;mt, which\vas cordially received the moderator ex-
tended nnto the delegates the hanrl of welcome. . 

4. Pot·cePded to f']Pct. a moderator and clerk for the en:ming 
yr>ar whimmpon. D. G. \V. H•lll i::; wa;;; elected m:xlerator and 

· T. W. Springfield clArk .. · · 
. l>. Call Ad for correspimdencA from . ~iRter associations; 

· · wl~enmpon a le~ter was pre~"ntflfl fmm the .Ta"lp"r Asflociat1on 
hv her m"ssengers R'lvs. T. C. ·Elliott, S. M. Perkin;:; and Bro. 
R·llwrt. 'Fmnk-~ who l'f-)poded · pfJacnaml prosp~nty·and werr1. 
gre8tecl '-vith a warm and hAal'h' r8C"lption, 'also a !PttAr n.nrl 

·messenger from the l\It. l\Iariah A"lR·lciation. R'lv;; . .T. D. Bvar,:;. 
· (?' .J. E. l\Iathewe, Bros. Robert Fields· and A . .J. Tayior who· 

.· .... · .· ~vere cordially received. • · . 
· -:- '· . _ G. Thfl following comm itt8es · were then appointed; on 

\_/ preaching,_ T. \V .. Cl_ine, W. I. Barker, .T. W. Lindsey, with 

I 

S ,' · the deacons of Mt.. Harm!JllV church; on docum~JntR. R•ws . .J. A. 
··~ .. ,B~·0wn, .J. R. Rabertson .T. T. Black, B. F. 1\Iixon,-W. 13. Thvlor, 
·' t'wtth ~he l\foderat.or and ClArk; on t8mperance, , .Rev. T. G. 

/' · Harns•m, Bro3 . .T. T. Sanrlifet• and P. A. Johnson; on finRnce. 

' .. 

• 
' -, . 

• ... 

; A .. J. R;1bertson. J. T. l\Icl\Ia•1ns anrl .T. H. Dill; on Sahl.lath 
Rcho<1!, R"lv. L T. Neighb"lrs, and Bws. T. 1\1. Lollar, John R. 
Cole, .J. H. Stacy anti G. C. CrAws; on dflceasc~d nvcnn b•ers R<ws. 
D. N. l\IcG~8, J. W. T,wJo~ T. W. Bntt!Hr Bro. L. F. Cnllin;;; on 

• 

· cmdentials J. W. Harrison. T. L. Havs, W. F. Cannoa, W. V. 
Russell, .J. A. Cash, Lenarll Hollis, rui:d W. B. N eighh<~ril. · 
' 7. The ?ommittee on pr'laching r~-Jp:1rt as follows·: R•w . .T. A .. 
Brown tou1ght; .. R"vi .J. D. Byat·s tomono·w moming fit 9 a.m. 

· . Hw. '_1'. C. E II iott at 11 a. m .. and Rfl\'. J. E. Mathews at 8 p .• m. 
8. On motion n.djout·wJd to moet ?lion day morning at 8 a.m. 

I . 

• , ' 

• 
' • 

• 

• 

• • 

... 

• 
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Y'enwn Assoeiafion. \ 

SUNDAY SERVICE. . ' 

·The brethn•n appol!lted to preach f-illed thrir appoinfmridr~ 
promptly, sustaining their reputation as miltisters of I be Gos­
pfJl. After the 11 o'eloek st~rntoJt was ·delivered the saernuH•nt 
of the Lord's SupprH wa~ adinini,;turd to a hoRt of ·eomnJUili­
eants. The Rtws. J. A. Bt·own and D. G. W. Hollis ofliewt ing .. 
I'real:bing at night by D. G. W. Hollis . 

. 

SECOND DA. Y'S SESSION~ 
' 

l\Ionclny, October. 1G, 1S~Jil. · · 
Thnassociation convened nccording to' .adjournment,· after 

sing ng, prayer was oiJert>d by J. A. Browu, after readjusttllr~nt 
callud for reports of committees. · : 

• 

The committee on Temperance rq>ort ffi follo\YS: "'fl brlieYe 
that tho intemperatr use of intoxicating liquors is_ one among 
the greatest evils by which the christian church is surrounded,. 
many men who might have been bright and shiniug lights iL• 
the church and ornamei.1t,; to society have fallen into this evil • • 

and are now ruined.: Therefore, we urgo ministers and all 
God's per>ple to use their utmost endeavors to put . down this 
great evil. · 

R rt lol)t <>(l' ''T ]' 'l'A'-'I ()l' CJ . el'P .. a( · ~ . . ), . , , ., tmrman 

H"[l'll't of Comlllittee 011 Dm·untents. 

Tlte committee on Documents report as follows: 'Ve recom-
mend the former order of business. We recommend that the· . :• 
next annual session of this body be hold with thq 1\lt. Willing. •-
"church: \Ve recommend that the clerk superintend the print- •-
ing of the minutes; that he have 300 cqpies printed; that he 
have theni. printed wherever he thinks proper; that. he. tetain •· 

-of the n'linute fund all over paying for the printing of the min­
utes for his services. 'Ve recommend two n11ion meetings, one 
to be held with New Centre Point .. church, the' other with . 
Springfield church. 
· · .. - Report adopted. J. A BnowN, Chairman. 

I ' Heport of t;ornmitteron Sabbath Schools. 

We find that there has been. but little if any· improvement 
ir1 the wayof Sunday schools the past year, that we as a peo­
ple are far too neglectful of that important part of christian 

• labors, that our children should be taught from a Bible stand­
point and not from a denominational standpoint; . that they 

\ 

., 

' 
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Vernon Associcdion. 
should' be taught to love and re'spect all christians as the Bible 
commands .. That they mir.-ht be brought up and grow in the 
love and knowledge of the Lore~ Jesus Christ.. · . 

Report adopted. I. T. NEIGHBORS,. Chairman. · 
' 

~'lpor·t of Committee on Deeea,.:erl .\[embers. 

\Ve regret to notfl tlw death of our beloved Hiram Hollis, Rr. 
of Springfield· chlJl·ch, he died as christians should; also. ' ' 

• 

·Bro. T. B .. l\Ioore a deacon of Vernon church; Bro. A. ,A. 
Pearce of New Center Point chlJrch; Sister Bell Gallop of Pop­
lar Springt church; Sister Emily E. Tate of l\lt. Harmony · 
church who38 death leavs a vacancy in our hearts, in the 
church and above all a most sad vacancy in the family circle 
'which none cai1 fill, but hope our loss is their eternal gain. '-Ne 
thoref')re tender our syrnpathy to the bereaved churches and 
familit•s and when we must die may we all die the death of tho 
righteous and may our last end be like His. · · ·. 

Report addpted. :\1. D. McGEE. Chairman. 

Jt<~'IOI't or CtllU!IIittt·t~ on Cl'e<lt~nt.Lt:~. 
' 

The committee on Credentials report as follows; \Ve. find 
by close examination that all 1)f our ministers are in good 
standing in their chnrci<es so far as we coi1ld ascertain and are 
standing by and preaching the doctrine's of our'chnrch strictly, 
and are broadenin;: as far as their financial atiairs will admit. 

Report adopted. .J. W. HAnnrso~, Chairman . 

; We yo~u committee on Finance report as follows; We.find 
. total amount of funds sent up from the different churches for 

• '}he pnnting of the minutes to be $16.05. · . 
. ' A. J. nonEitTSO)[, Chairman. 

· On motion thfl commitee on. finance was instructed to turn 
.. ov1~l' trw 1i1inute fnnd to the ell)l'k, which was done. 

' ' ' ' 

. \ l~-·1 u n~t~d Corrr=--tHIII-h llt'P • 

• • 

To th.~ :\It. :\[oriah A.SJsocintion, J. lL .RoLPrtson, D. L. Cook. 
T. L. Hays, T. \V. Snringfi•~ld: To Tupelo, J. A. Brown, 
D. G. \Y. Hollis, .T: W. Taylor, W. B. Taylor, T. W. Spring­
field: ·To .Tasr1~1·, · .T. T. Black .. J. A. Brown, B. F. Mixon, 
.J. W. Tayl(w, \Y. B. Taylor, rr: W. Springfield: To Barns­
Yille, T. P .. Ha:Tison, .r. · T. Hinck, S. B. Gmt")\ W. T. Buttler,· 
G. C .. Crowl': 'l't• Cniman, T. W. Spriugf!Pld, D. G. Y\;. Hollis, 

· . .T. lL lloberti"on. . · · 

\ 

Ori. motion nppninted t.wo union mnetings, ono tu lw held 
with New Cente Point church, to' coyene on Saturday hrfom ;: . 

• 

" 

' . '_·,_'f-· .., 

• • 

• 

• 
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Venum .tls::;oeiation. 
tlw 4th Sunday in July ,.(,xL D. Ct W. IIoll if', t n pn'neh the 
introdnetorv sermon .T. R. R:>lnrtsoa ;tl ter·uatP. The ll11X' otiH ., 

to be hP](l with Springfi<lld church eomnwneing on t:nt\:rdny 
h1d'ore the 1st Sunday it.l August .nPxt. D. i\1. McGeP: To 
pre:wh the introductory f'<Jl'mon and .f. A. B:-owu, AltPnwte. 

On motiou appuinted the next Annual se,:sion of this body to _ 
be helG. wirh the lilt. Wilt in\!; cht1rc~1. fiv<'l mil'l.; SJuth of Guin, · 
Ala., cornmeneing on Saturday b,d·orH. the 3rd · Sunday in Oe- ·. 
tober 1894. n. F. Mixon, to prHaeh tlw introductory SO!'lllllll 

and I~ev. G, B.· Tavlor altel'nat.~. · 
.. On motion the. followin!!. resolution was otferd h\· G. ]L 

• •• 

Taylor, that our thanksare due and :ire hereby most hrartily 
·tendered ~It.Harmony church and eitiwns of the entire conJmn-. . . 

nity and most especially the ladies fo1· their kindness aud hospi-
. tali ty shown us during our session. • 

On motion adjournment to meet with ?.a. Willing church on 
Saturdav before the 3rd Sundav in October1894 . ., . ...... ... . . 

The business of the Association being dono the moderator 
• • • 

made a few appropriate ai1d fee~ing remarks after which a 
·song was sung and prayer offered by . T. W. Springfield, then 
the old tune called parting hand was sung during which many 
teal'S were shed and many shouts went up and while taking the 
parting hm1d many promises were 'r>ade to meet one anotlwr in 
heaven. Benedfction by T. W. Springfield. · · 

•• 

· · D. G. W. HoLLis, Moderator. 
T W. i::iPRIXGFIELD, Clerk. 

• 

' ' 

• 

• 

• 

' 

' 
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• 
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Y'ernon. Jlssocirdiun. 
. ' 

Rt:ILES QF DEGQRt:If'/\ 
' 

Article 1. '~'he Assoeation shall be eallefl to order by tlw 
. 1\[oderato.rwho pmsided at thrl last session. ·Former CJPrk 
·· I:')Jall alr<o ofiir.iate until the boJy is fully orgauized. 

:2. Tho Association shall be opeued and closed with singing 
and pmyor. _ _ · , 

i n. 'l'hPModeratol' and Clerk ::>hall be chosrm by ballot at 
' each session of the'Aesoeiation. A n1njority of. vote hy tho del-
( egates prP:wnt Plects. · · · · . 

4. The namr.f' of delegates fronvthe diil'•Jront churches shall 
be r>nrollerl an~l called as ofteti as necessary during session . 
. 5. ·A majority of the delegatPs present shall i'Ulo in all 
cases, except in the reception of churches into our body, then 
it must be unanimous. · 
- G. The ~Ioderator shall not he entitled to· vote, except in 
case of a tie;and then he shall give tho deciding vote. He 
shall be entitled to·speak on any question after others·. have 
spoken, providr>d he appoin ls some ore b the chair w bile hrJ is 
speaki11g. . · · ·· . . . 
·· 7. Only one person shall speak at the same time, 'who shall 
arise and address the l\Iodemtor. · . · . · · . 

8. No brother shall be interntpled while speaking, ·unless 
he depart from the subject under djscussion or use words of 
person:tl reflection. : . · 

· g, No person shall be entitled to speak more than twice on 
the same subject, without leave from the Association, nor more 
than 15 minutes at a time. · 

10. · No member shalllllugh or talk during the time the de-
bates are going on. . · 

1 L No membe1· shall absent himself front _the Association 
without leave of the moderator. 

CONSTITUTION. 

... Article 1. This Association shall be known· as the Vernon 
Freewill Baptist Association, of Ala.,· and being composed of 
delegates from the ·different churches forming the same, each 

... 

• 

church being entitled to throe delegates. · ·· . 
· 2. This body shall be cousidered an advisory council, but 

having no authority over the affairs of the church. 
3. · Each chmch in this Association ~hall be considered an 

advisory body, and shall · control its own internal afiair in 
matters of discipline, &c. It may, however, in extreme cases, 
call aid from sister chmches. . --

-

' ' .. 

• 

-

. ' 

-

• 
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Vernon Association: . 
- ' . . 

• 4. All questions of doctrin and matters of general in~erest 
shall be settled _by a two~ third vote of the Association, ·and 
the deLision shall be finaL · · • • 

· 5. The officers of this Associatim1 shall be a Moderator.· 
Clerk and • Treasurer; who shall be chosen at each session by a 

·majority of votes. ' 
· 6 .. This Association shall meet annually at such time and 

placE as may be agreed upon by a previous annual · session, 
a·ud slmllnot adjourn finally '.mtil all :he busjness 1stransacted 

· · 7. Churche's \dshing to b~come mom bers of this Associ a. 
tion muEt adopt its Articles of Fa;th and conform to its usages. 

8 .. \Ye ag1;ee as churches of this Association to use our best 
influence to promo:e the interest of all moral and brmovolent 
institutions, such as the Temperance 'Caus8, Sabbath· Shoo}s, 

. 111 i Fsi mi'ary work &c. · · . 

• 

D. No 'mom her of this Association shall be elligjble to the. 
oHice of 1\Ioderator more than two successive session, unless no · 
other me~nb'er is. compatent to act in that capacity. · · 

ARTICLES. OF FAITH~ • 

Artscle 1. . ~Ve believe there is one true and living God, 'who · 
is thcl Supreme Hulerof heaven and earth, self-existent Crea-. 
tor of all thing~, and revealpd under the personal distinction of 
Father, Son and HolJ Gi.toi'lt equal in every divine perfection, · 
and existing in di,tinct but Larmonio·1s offices in the great' 
work of redemption~. · 
. 2. We delieve the Holy Bible was written by men divinely 
inspired, a· d is a pArfed t reasurH of· heave nl; instruction; 
that it has God for its author, ~alvation for it8 end, and Truth 
for ite matter; that it reveals the pnneipals by which God will · 
judge us, and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of this 
\rorld, the ·centre of Christian union, tlw suprf:me standard by 

·which all hm;wn c~mduct, creeds and opinion;; shall t·e tried., . 
B. \Ve belwvn tnnt mau was crentc;d holy, under t]Hl law .ot 

his Maker but from voluntary transgression· fell from that 
. . . ~ . . 

happy nate,'in consequence ofwhich allmankilld are nr.w de~., 
. praved, and wlwlly nna.ble of their own frue will and ability 
to recover themselves fr•.>m the fallnn state in i\·hich thev are In~ 

- ' ...- • ol .,. + ' • 

·nature. . . 
4. \~~'3 l::e1io\· that God )1as not fixed tho future state of 

ma:nkir:c!. by an absolute and unconcli tiona! deeree, ,but sal\~ a- . 
tion is oii'erecl in tho Gospel free to all, and if sinners am· lost 
forever it will he their own fault.. . . 

5. ·\Yo belive that Christ by hi;;: death ntH! snft'oringt: 
an atonement for the sin<~ of a.llnnnkin~l in gonP-ral, and 

. ' 

• • 

made 
eYery , · 

l 

' 
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I . Y'cl'non .'18socialion. 
' indiviLlual in particular; howev.Pr, tliat nonn ·hut those -...-ho 

believe in Him CfV' be partakers of the divine henf'fits. 
6. \Ve helie\'U th:1t trU<) faith cannot proceed from the exPr-. 

1 cis,cJ of our natural faeultins and powers, or from tho force 
t and .opnni.tion of free ,,·ill, sinee man in cousequence uf his 
l natural conuption is incapable either of thinking or. doiug 
, anything :-;piritually good. · · 
·. . 7. Wil belinve in the geiH'l"Hl· application of the Grace of 
'1 . God to fallen nwn suflicieutly to enablo hini morally nne! act­
\ ually to obey the l"f'quirmnr'nts of the law of liberty. .Ta. lc., 
: :2:); this is to act saving faith. .John 1, 9; however, !lOll(' but 
{ thpse who beliP\·e, or·aequiesco in Christ shall he saved· thero-

by.--Act:; 17., 82;. Rom. 2., 1D; .John 3., lD. · 
8. \Ve believe ill the fren moral aw•ncy of lll:lll, by the grac8 

' of God, before nnd.aftet· conversion, that he laid under no invin­
. cible necessiry. by his Creator, to act in auy g;iven way, ·that if 

he lives after the flesh, he sl,aJl die, but if he througi. the spirit, 
do mortify the deeds of the body. he ·shall live, and therefore 

· man·is always n pmper subject of admonition and exhortion. 
Be b. 11, 12, 13; Rom. 12, 14; ~; ar ~ 13, 12; Eze. 18, 24; Rev. 2 

' ') 1•' ".. 13 . d 08' 1 t T. 4 1 I'T I ') !': 1 ann i!v. j >Ze. Oc>, an ~ j S · !Ill. , j · :.1.e ), D,· D j st. 
Cor.l. 12 and 22; 1st Peter 1. 10 . 

. 9. \Ve believe that a visible church of Christ is a con<rreo-a---. 0 b 

· · tion of believers, associa~ed by covenant ii1 the faith of fellow-
. ship of the Gospel, observin,s the ordinances of Christ governed 

by his laws, and exercisnthe gifts, and_ privileges invested in 
. them by His word; that its only proper, officers are bishop or 
pastors and deacons, whose qualifications, claims and duties 
are defined in the Epistles to'Timothyand Titus, .. 
· ·. 10. We believe that Christian baptisin is immersion in wa- . 
ter, in the nam~ of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and that 
believers are the proper subjects. . . . 

11. We 'believe the Lord's Supper is of perpetual obligation, 
by which the members of the church, in the case of bread and 
wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ, 
preceded always by solemn self-examination. ' 

··. 12. We believe'iti the resurrection of the dead and the gen­
eral.judgement; that the joys of the righteous and punishment 

. o_f the wicked will be eternal, upon principals of grace and jus-
ttce. . · · · ·. · 

13. \Ve believe in open or mixed comJllunion, and the 
churches of our body are authorized, through their pastors to 
invite Christians of all orthodox churches, who are in good 

, standing in their respective churches, to commune with us at, 
. th.e Lord's table. 
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