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- Mimtes of Ul Vornon Associgion.
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‘The -Sixteenth Annual . Session of the Vernon Free Will -
Baptist Association was -held with Unity church,*Lamar ‘county,
Ala., on the 19th, 20th and 21st days of Oct., 1895. « »: ~
The iutroductory sermon” wis preached by Rev.'D. G.*W.
Hollis. *_After an intermission:of hn hour for recreation and, re-
freshments, -~ the. association ~ convencd according  ‘to
* udjournment. - The former "clerk being absent. it was moved that: -
Bro. James Harrison be appointedcclerk pro tem., after which the - - -
association procceded to business in the following order: -~ o
Ist. The former moderator ‘and pro tem. clerk took their
seats. :
2d.  Singing and prayer by the moderator.
3d. Letters from the churchies were calied for and read, and
the names of delegates enrolled aper statistieal table.
4th. Open the door for theirceeption of new churches into
our body. Whereupon petitionary letter was presented and read
from Military Grove church, and said church was received. :
5th.  Proceeded to elect a moderator and cierk and corre-
sponding secretary. Whereupon D. G. W. Hollis was elected
moderator, J. T. Hayes clerk, and D. G. W. Hollis secretary.
6th. The moderator-elect came forward, and after a few ap-
propriate remarks, he resumed business in the following ordera
1st. Called for correspondence from sister associations, where-
upon messengers from the Mt. Moriah association came forward
and presented a letter of greetings bearing the following named
brethren, to-wit : Brethren Thomas Alexander and J. M. McAd-
ams, who were cordially received by the moderator, who extended
the rizht hand of fellowship to them.
2d. TInvited visiting ministers to seats with us. None present.
i 3d Resolved, That the moderator be empowered to appoint
all committees. .
4th. The following committees were appointed & Committee.
on preaching, Bros. Lon Bergin, (. W. Hollis, G. C. Crew, with
the deacons of Unity church; committee on deemnents and ovder
of business, Revs. J. A. Brown, W.T. Butler, F. G. Ilarrison,
W. B. Taylor, P. L. Maddox, M. D. McGee, J. R. Baker, with
the modevator and clerk; committee on temperance, B. A. Cash,
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Hope chureh; sister \IamrerHStﬁﬁp.'of AMt. Harmony chareh ;
Bro. John Aking, of New Center Point chuvch j sister Sislney De-
preast, of New Conter Point church.  We trust that ail the above
names depaited this life in the triumph of a living faith, and that
our {oss is th=ir eternal gain, and we furthermore tender our sin-
cere sympathy to the bereaved families and churches. We trust
when we die that we shall meet them where - Sabbaths never end
and associations never adjourn. W. S. Dill, Chairman.

Report reccived and committes discharged.

» ‘6. We; your committee on credentials of ministers. beg to
submit the-following report, viz.. That by carcful examination of
our ministers, we find all in good standing in their respective
churches, and they are standing by and pr m(hmg the doctrine of
free salvation strictly, and are furthering the same as far as their
financial ability will admit. J. H. Dill, Chairman.

Report received and committee diseharged.

7. We, your ecommittee on documents and order of business,
beg to submit this report, viz.: We recommend the former order
of bnsiness.  We reecommend that the next annual session of this
association be held with Springfield church.  We furthermore
recommend two union meetings, one to be held with Mt. [armony
and the other at Military Grove church:  We recommend that the
pames and postoffices of all theyninigters be appended to the min-

X utes.  We recommend Lhat.v S form of church letter in minutes

e ;z-,g..»lof&thm%w%o s . ciation he appended 1o our next
minutes. e recommend that Bro. D. G. W. Hollis superintend
the printing of the minutes, and allow him to have them printed
where he can get it done best and cheapest; that he retain all
money over and above cost of printing the minutes for his trouble.
Furthermore we recommend that the proceedings of the union
meeting be appended to this minute, and we recommend that the
query of the two sons of the father spoken of in Luke xv be dis-
cussed at the union meeting of Mt. Harmony as to what and whom
they represent. J. A. Brown, Chairman.

Report received and committee discharged.

8. We, vour committee on Sabbath schools, beg to submit
this report, viz.: We find. that .there hasbeen little, it any, im-
provement in the way of Sabbath schools in the past year, and
that we, as a denomination, aro—too ne(rhgent of that important s
part of our dut) to our children'~threrefore} We earnestly suggest
that our ministers use all their influence to organize Sabbath
schools in each and every church in our association. .

J. R. Baker, Chairman.

Report received and committee discharged.

9. We, your committee on temperance, beg leave to submit
this report, viz.: Sceing and believing that the temperance move-
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: _L T. Cole, W, F: Cannon, W Harm ,committee on finance.
Joln Hauaris;’ Heur:, Ajyres; Mc:ues Hollis # committoe on Salbath

- Schools, Rev. J. R. Baker, J. H, Dill, I. M. Cruth, Andy Willis
<.and J. b Wllhams, _committec” on deceased members, W. S.
- Dill, M."V. Brewer, W. C. Morton,"P, A. Johnson and S. E. Mad-

~dox ; committec on credentials 6f ministers, Bros. J. W. Harri-

- son, e W. Haster, A.:M, Elvm,J L. Beasley;- Wi Lampkm,.
Brunson Hollis and J. F. Jones. - it We{%.‘_ ?

% . 0ths - The committee on pxeachmg reports as follows Revs.
W B. Taylor, to preach on Sunddy at 9 o’clock a.m., and J. A.
Brown it 11 o’clock a. m. J, R, Baker preached at & o’clock p.

= m, 'ITG. Harrison*at 120 *clock 'on Monday.

"6th.” The business of the day being ﬁmshed Bm M. D. Me-
" Gee moved to adjourn until Monday morning at 8 o’clock. A
SONg Was sung a.nd pmyer was offered by Bro. J. R. Buker.

SU‘IDAY SERVICES.

Tth.'s At-the hotr of 9 u. mi. & large ;crowd had assembled,
and Bro. W. B, Taylor ascended thestandand delivered his ad-
.dress to an atteutive nudience from the text: 8th chapter and 5th
verse of the Songs ot: Soloinon. ™ - After an intermission of 30 min-
‘utes, J. A. Brown preaclied from™> the 22d chapter, 15th verse of
Luke. He was followed Ly Rev. DGy Vgﬁﬂol}ls, after which the
Lmd’s Supper was administered-th, ,hosbotxcommumcants Bros.

Qgﬂgnnson‘. M. D. M(,Gee«.mf(% D. G. W. Hollis officiated.

3 abysaneetl-time hand shaking and_shouts

o1 praise to God W ére heard from all parts,of the house. Preach-
ing at 8 o’clock by Bro. G. R. Baker, from-the text : 13th chapter,
13th verse 1st Corinthians, followed by P L Maddox, and the

Holy’ Spmt attended the services. -
MONDAY S SESSION

8th. The. yssociation convenod according to adjournment,
and. after alngmg prayer was offered by the moderator. :

1st. The roll of churches -was_.called and delegates an-
-swered,_ to their names.: A quorum _bemg present, the association
“proceeded: to Husinesdls ;

ad. Omlttod umhng £he minutes of Saturday’s session.

3d. Called fm mmlqtus of" her . orders to seats thh us.
'\Ione present. B

4th, Moved that the 1epm tp‘Gf""één’hﬁ’ffees "be read.

~5th, - Report on deeeased.-'members.  We, your committee

~ ~on deceased members, bcg Jeave to submit the following report :

After a thorough investigation of the entire association, we
_find the following nimes of our beloved brothers and sisters that
have departed this life during this wksociational year, viz.: Sister
Polly- Lee, of Mt. Willing r-huuh blu - Elisha, Alsop, of New

¥




exercise of -out natural fa,cultxes‘ ‘and powers, or from the force
and operation‘ ifree ‘will, since man, in_consequence of his nat-
J=ural corrnptmn&“
- spiritually good. ~-i¢
7. -We belleve t.he geueml a.pp'l :

God to fallen man: suﬂiqxently to enable hi
to obey the reqmrements"Gfr thedaw mf ibe
is to act saying faith. :.John 1, 433 ‘however

in pa.blq exther of thmkmg or doing anything

'01{.. of the Grace of
orally and _actually
.‘.;g[a 1c, 25 ;. this
. ;none ‘but ‘those. who
! - believe or acquiesce: mChmtashall be say 'ckthereby —Acts 17 s Teup
z ;.32 Rom2,19 John'3; 19.” L 6E
W‘eJ)e!l “in; the free A)oral agency of man, by the grace
of: God befommniiaftbr “Gonverston, and that heis laid under no
invincible neoessxty, by his.Creator, to act in-any given way ; that
if he lives: aftex;the flesh, he shuJJ dle, but if he through the spirit
do mortify the deeds of. the body; he shall live, and therefore man
is always a proper subject of aqumuon and exhortation. Heb. 11, -
| 12, 13; Rom.:12, 14:;- Mar. 13,.Y2; Eze. 18,24 ; Rev.2,30; Eze '
| 33 13 and 28; 1st Txm 4 1 Heb 3,53 lst Cor I 12 and 99 &
! 1st. Peterl 10.3‘ o
i RS ~W& ‘believe. that a vxmﬁ]e church of Christ is a congre- {
gation of believers a.ssoclated by:covenant in, the. faith of fellow- = ¢
ship of the Gospel, observmg th &rdma. sof :Christ; g overned*'l A |
by Hxs la.ws, and exercises the its.and privileges nves ] 4
e Dy HLis_wor hat i nly props’ p#-~‘officers are bishops or pastors y
g
|
|

' q
_6. We beheve ‘that the qrue fa.lth ca.nnot proceed from the J
1

h3 GootoTiy, claims and duties are defined in
the Eplstles to Ti y and' Tltus b

10. We believe that Chrlstxanbaptxsﬁi'y immersion in water,
in the name of the Father, Son and HolyﬁsG
lievers are the proper subgect.s %
; ‘11:. Wae believe the Lord’s Supper 180 Qrpetual obhgatlon, |
i By which the members ‘of “the " church, in_ the:case of bread and
; - 'wine, are:to commemorate togetger the dymg love of Christ; pre-
: ; cededalways ‘by-dolémn self-examination.
i : 12, We. beheve\m the resairection of ‘the dead and the gen- .
' ' g t;%ge joys;of the righteous "and punishment of

nal’*upon rinciples of grace and justice.

t,,' and -that be-

"

~«*'.‘~;13’—* >Wé"«b ieve’ in. “ope mixed communion, and the 1
-."churches of ‘our: ‘body are autho nég’through the1r _pastors to in- A
vite Christians of “all orthodox. yk ches, whoar d__sfandh, - »h‘" : 4

THeE wit % us g'at the Lord’s

s

ing in their’ respectwe churcheg;: ﬂo’co
o tab]e ~_ ; :
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FORM OF CHURCH LETTER.

Vernon, Lamar Counfy, Ala., Sept. , 189
Dear Brethien: We, the Free Will Baptist Church of Christ.
who worship at :, send greetings. We have been

looking forward with pleasant anticipations to the time when we

“could meet with you by letter and delegates to represent us in the

annual sessian of*the Vernon Freewill Baptist
Association to be held with ) church, which
convenes on Saturday before the third Sabbath in Oct.. 189
Brethren, we met in conference on Saturday before the =
Sunday in 2 “: and elected delegates as follows :
Bros. G. A. C—, B. A. L— und 0. L. H—, whom we deem wor-
thy to be seated with you, to aid you in all your business transac-
tions, and to bear this lcttér of recommendation from our
beloved chuxch. t Brethren, we are at peace with one another.
We have had the faithtul séfvices of Rev. J. T. B—, who has
served us faithfully, and we have subscribed to him for his serv-
ices the sum of - dollars.  We have had our protracted
meeting, and God met with usrand we feel like we are on our road
to eternal prosperity. We trast that the business of the associa-
tion may be transacted in peacs and-harmony, and that all things .
may be done in decency and okder, and with:an: eye single- to the

G adv.agg?e_‘?q;g‘q}_gt; .(}o«%-fa#ipgd: 1 in these ends of the earth. We

% s i

ferestatherprayarst the association.
Our statistics are as follows : i

Received by Baptism,------...coocounnn . N
¢« Letter, ...... .... TR
Dismissed by Letter, ........... ............
Excluded, ........... , R
Restored, ........... e
Deceased, .......................
Total Membership, ... ... «........
Paid for Minutes,
Meeting days on. Saturday before the
Sunday in each month. .
This done in conference o1 . before the
Sundséy in 189

[ .Q.Egu:ﬂ!;- B..H—, Moderator.
J. M. 8.—, Church Clerk~ - ’
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FEHE
: ' A [
"Mmhw S AT x‘hmg‘um&‘[‘%"’“&hgﬁ S5
HJ.rnson, S E Maddox, Ii W Harrison and HI' Hunklns' 1/ 38'
: W . Butler,-and/'W CMorton J M Sanders, 11
: "-'-'.;R*TVG “Harrison |Andy Willis, 2
g I . Black, 8 P Brown and W H Rigen, - 19
i Brown, . |W J Barker, G C Crews ‘and Thos. Lee, 15/10125 3
'J.‘_..,‘W iB Taylor, . |J W Harris, W T Harrisand A M Irvin, |
i +A1Brown, JWHarrison,PLMaddox,J ABrown, WY Butler| 3| 2|. /11
i AA,.‘*quwn, “WF Gannon, W 8 Dill, and J H Dill b
Brown, © ~ |JR Cole,R CStac JLBeasley& TG fIa.rnson, 8 1
17 Yy M D M(:Gee,1 “BF hand A Bergin, 8
e Mg Harmony, X + . [Di' Gi"W."Hollis, |LP Cole, Henry Ayres, J D Williams, 181 b
%" Shady.Grove,: . |D. G./W. Hollis, * PAJohnaton, g
'_ Mt leasant,* Mo 'y’: 3 D. G.'W. Hollls, W JLampkins, H Stacy,M V Brewer, , 1y |52
‘Taylor's s&i'mg Orews, 4. s {J "x . Brown, Brunson Hollis, G W Tollis, 9| 8 2,
M lt.ary rove, HCrews. ' J: A< Brown, !F M Cruth, GWHester, 12/ 9|
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