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PHOGimDINGS. i I • 

I . 
( 1'he twenty-fourth annual sessioh of the Y ern on Free-

will Baptist Association wns held with nit. Harmony church, 
Lamar ccunty, Alabama, October 17, 18 and 1!J, 1!)03. 

'l'he introductory sermon was preached by Hev.· w:-:;at 
Cowley, followed by Hev. J. A. Isbell.. Text: .Jfatthew ·2'1 :B5. 

After the sermon, an intermission of one hour wa.s tillren 
for recreation and refreshments. Then adjourned to· iii~ct 
at 1 o'clock. · · · 

• 
FIHS'l' DAY-AFTEHNOON SBSSION. · • -? ' 

. 
The n~socia tion convened pnrsuan t to adj onrnmen t. · 'I' he 

former nJOdcrator and clerk being present, with the members,· 
took their seats and· proceeded to business in the following 

·order: . ., . 
1. 'l'hc congregation sang. a hymn, ·after which Rev. 

Woods Springfield led in prayer. · · 
2. Proceeded to permanent org~inizat.lon, by calling for 

the letters from the different chiuclies. 
I . 
: . 3. The roll of the churches was callccl for and the let- · 
i tcrs handed in and read. and the names of delegates enrolled 
. as per stati£tical table. · · . 

4. Opened the door of the association for the reception of 
new churches into our body, and a letter was hanclecl-in and 

. l read fro~1 New Ho~e churc~, after which a moti?n "ivas made 
. and carrwd to receive the above named church mto full fel­
lowship, and the moderator extended to thcn1 the right hand 
of fellowship. The name of the church and delegates from 
it arc cnroirca in the statistical table. 

I 5. The association being formally organized, proceeded 
1 to elect a moderator~ clerk and corresponding . secretary, 

Whei·cupon Rev. J. W. Porter was elected moderator; J. E. 
Chaffin, clerk, and H-ev. D. G. IV. Hollis, corresponding scc-

i retarv. ~ · 
" . ' 

. The moderator elected was absent from the body, preach-
Jng, and there was a motion made and carried that the former· 

• lnoderator serve until the moderator elected could take his · 
' ) seat. 
l 
I Then the 

• 

officers took their scats and proceeded to bnsi-
i 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.. .. 
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' 

' 

• 

I 

r 

~ 
• 

ness in the following order: . 
· L Called .for corresponding messengers from · sister ·as­

sociations, wT1ereupon came forward from ~It. l\Ioriah to-wit: 
. Elder W ooas Springfield and Joe E,. Woods, ·bearing a letter 
·of correspondence from the above named association, and the 
hrethr~: were receb'ed and the moderator extended the right · 
hancl of welcome and they were l!Ccordcd scats with us to aid 
in counsel in the business of the association. · 

2. Invited visiting ministers to seats with us. None were 
• present. 

a. A motion was made and carried to ~mpower the mod­
erator tv appoint all committees, "·hereupon the following 
committees were appointed, to-wit: . 

4. Committee on Arrangement-A; J. Hays, W. I. :Mad­
dox and G. C. Crews, with the deacons of l\It. Harmony 
church.· 

5. Committee on Documents and Order of Busincs&-
W. H. Cowley, '1'. M. Lollcr, G. B. 'l'aylor, J. A. Brown and. 
J. A. Isbell, with the moderator and clerk. 

G. Committee on 'l'cmperance-W. N. l\IcCluskey, W. B. 
Harris, A .. J. J\Iotes, C. C. Gibbs, J. II. Franks, G. H. Dyer 
and I. · P. Hobertson. . . . 

7. Committee on l•'inance-'1'. G. Gilliland, W. D. Hollis 
and D. W. Dill.: . 

8. Committee on Deceased l\Iembcrs--D. G. W. Hollis, 
Joe J\lcN cc~c, .T. L. Beusely, l\1. P. 'rmner, .T. H. Pennington, 
Branson Hollis and n. N. Yearby. . , 

9. Committee on Sabbath Sehools-S. P: Brown, l\L N 
Slwlworth, R '1'. Green, J. H. Bradford, R. G. Pennington, 
.T. W. ~\dams and G. W. Baker. . 

10. Ccimmittee on Credcntia\s-Il. Cox, W. 'V. Barnes, 
W. l\L Brown, J. l\I. .Jolmson, J. H. Cole and T. L. Hays. 

11. Committee on Queries .T. :M. Ayers, J. N. Heeder, 
Homan 1Iason, H. :F. Cline, l\L D. JleGec, J. H. Robertson, 
D. G. W. Hollis. . . . 

·12. The committee on arrangements begged leave to sub7 . . . 
mit the following report mi. devotional exercises for Snnday1 

as follo\\'s: At 9 o'clock, Hev. D. G. W. Hollis;. 11 o'clock, 
Rev. Woods Springfielcl; at night, Hev. J .. W. Porter .. · . 

. 13. The business of the day being ended, a ilwtion was 
made and carried to adjourn until nlonday morning at 8 
o'cloek. 'l'hen a h~·nm was sung micl prn}·er was offered by 



• 

• 

Hev. G. B. Taylor, after ·which the benediction was pro-. 
nounced. 

; 

SUNDAY SERVICES. 
·.Oil' Sunday morning at 9 o'clock there had gathered a 

larg'e-'cimcoursc of people, and Hcv. D. G. W. Hollis filled: the 
st:md and addressed a large and attentive congregation. His 

. . . ' 

te.xt was Ephesians 2 :8. · 
By the honr of 11 o'clock there bad gathered such a large 

congregation that it was deemed best to move the seats to the 
grove, and Hev. Wood.s Springfield filleil the starid and 
})reached to a very large congregation. His text was Solomon 

. . . . 

6 :10. After the sermon the Lord's Supper was admihistered 
to ·a host of Christians. The congregation was then dis-
tnissed~ 

, Sunday night Hev. ,T. W. Porter preacheu to a large con­
gregation from the text Ephesians 1 :11, followed by Hev. D. 
G. W. Hollis. The congregation was then uismissed. 

' l.IONDAY UOHNING SESSION . 
• 

'l'he association met pursuant to adjournmen-t .. 'l'he con­
gregation sung a hymn, after which Hev. J. A .. Isbell led in 
Jlrnyer. 'rho. clerk called the roll of delegates, and a quonun 

• 

being prc~ent, the moucrator calleu for the regular. order of 
business. 

1. Invitcu visiting ministers· of· other denominations to 
scats with us. None present. 

2. On motion, omitted the .. reading of ~he minutes of 
· Saturday's ses:::ion. . . 

3 .. Called for reports from various committees. 
CO:i\Il\IITTEE 0~ DOCU:i\I.ENTS AND ORDER OF, llUSINESS. 

We, your committee on docmnents and order of business, 
beg leave to submit the following report: We recommend . 
the former order of business,. with the exception of inviting· 
·dsiting ministers of other denominations to scats with us 
in aid of counsel. . ·. . . . 

We rEcommend that the next session of this association 
be h~ld with Pear~e'~ Chapel church. . , 

We furthermore recommend that the clerk superintend 
the printing of the minutes of this associathm, ancl that he 

. ' 

• 

' 

• 

. ' .. 

' I' 
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I 
I 
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1: 
.I 

' 

• 
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hare it done·where he can get it done best and chenpest, aml 
th:ct he be allo\yed all the money over and above the cost of 
the printing and distrib1i.ting of the above work for his 

• sernccs. • 

We rE:commend one Union Meeting to be hold with Union 
Chapel dmrch, to convene on Saturday before the first Sun-
d:cy in July, 1!.l01.. . 

We ·recommend that each minister of this ·association 
make an annual report of his ministerial work done during 
the association year. 

We· recommend to the association for its consideration 
the purchasing of· a printing press for the. benefit of ·the 
Freewill Baptist ·Church, South. Hespectfully submitted, 

- W. H. COWLEY, Chairman. 
'rhe Tcport was received and the committee discharged. 

Then a motioi1 was malle to adopt the report by sections . 
Then the report was read and adopted as read. -We, the Y ern on Association of tho Freewill Baptist 
chnrch, in session· at l\It. Harmony church, Lamar county, 
Alabama, October 17, 18, 1!l, l 90~1, have called a co!lYention 

I - - . 

and do· cordially invite our sister associations of Alabama 
. and el~ewherc to meet, with delegates who can be elected at 
the union meetings, for the purpose of forming some plan 
by which we can raise means to purchase and put in opera­
tion· a printing press to be owned and controlled by those 
who will take shares in the same. Place of meeting, Ut. . 
Willing church, Fayette county, Alabama, Friday, before the 
first -Sunday in September, 1!J04, five miles south of Guin, 
Ala. 

'·· · · ' . . . CO~LMITTEE 0~ DECEASED l\IlD[BEUS . 

. We, .your, committee on deceased members, beg leave to 
suhmit the'' following report: . As the result of our investiga­
tiol1s we fiml that our H eavcnly Father has summoned thir­
tcrn of our faithful co-laborers in Christ to their eterna1 
honic during this associational year. We have lost the fol-
10\ring named membere·, to-wit: Elder '1'. W. Springfield, 
one· of the original members of the Vern on Freewill Baptist · 
Association; Elc'!er J. R. Baker, and Sisters ::\lary 'Paylor and 
A:micX':·owdcr, of Springfield church; Brother J. A. Tay­
lor :mel Sister nf. I. J.ee, of ::\U. Willing church; Brother '1'. 
Cox, of N cw nit. Pleasant church; BrotllC'r Bluford Cash 
and Sister Dora Weathers, of lift. Zion; Sister Srtrah Sims, . . . -

• 



of ~It. Harmony; Sist€r Lucreacy Stacy, of Mt. Pleasant, 
and Brothers B. F. Gibson, Jr., and G. L.. Gore, of Fricnd­
:::hip ... \.11 of the above named members died in the triumph·. 
of a living faith and.eternal happinestl, and we bow in humble 
submission ~o the will of Him who doeth all thing& well; and, 
dear brethren,. as. the Lord has smnmoiH'tL the above named 
of our eo laborers i1! Christ,· our labors are increased; so let 
us strive to accomplish the· work· once assigned·. to these,. our 
beloved brothers and sisters in· Christ, and· while we mourn 
their loss, we feel that our loss in their death is their eternal 

' . . 
, gain. So let the various churches of the association con-
. "tribute to the widows and orphans of their respective churches . 

who arc in destitute con<litions. 
We pay this, our h1st tribute of respect, iu memory to our 

deceased brothers and sisters, and shall endeavor to meekly 
say our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be 'l'hy name; 
'L'hy kingdom come, Tliy will be done on earth 1is it is done by 
the angels i.u Heaven: Respectfully submitted, 

. D. G. W. HOLLIS, Chairman. 
Heporf received and committee discharged. Then the re-

port. wa~< atlGnted as read.· ' . . . . 
I CO::IJllll'l"l'Im oN· SAllBNI.'H SCHOOLS. . 

. We, your committee on Sabbath schools,.· beg leave to 
snbmil the .Collowing report: After making au. invt)stiga­
tiou.ot the Sabbath &ehool interests, we find no improvemrmt 
in the Sabbath schools· · throughout. the entire asso-

. . ' 
ciation. · Dear brethren, knowing. that the hope of our State 

· ar.d church. depends upon· the y01ing, rising · generation, . 
therefore we· should. be interested iii training the niinds of 
the yoimg and rising generation, and as we know the State 
and church is based on the Bible, it is' our .duty to edue;ltc 
the minds of our children on the fun<lamental law, which . . . 

i;, t •• e J>ible; and as we know an education is easier obtained · 
. . - ' . 

in. ~ehool than anywhere. else, we shoul<l rally to erect Sab-. 
bath schools in all of our churches, that the mind;;: of the 
young Pnd rising generation may better be prepared for use­
fnlne~;; than we arc in our times, and, feeling our ri:~pom:i~ 
bility to· God for the rearing of out children· in· the nurture 

. and e1dmonition of the Lord, we .recommend the P.iblc. a8 
our own literature to be used in our Sabbath schook So 
let us rally to the Sabbath school cause. R.espeetfu!ly f:nb-
mitt<>d,. S. P. BROWN, Chairman . 
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Hep;Jrt ,received.-, and • committee- discharged. - 'fhc:it. tbc 
r'!po(t was ndpptcd as read. _ ' 
' ' . ' 

. __ . . . _ C:Ol\Bll'l'TIJE ON CltEDENTLU.S • 
. ·•t .. ::-... - ., . >:· \Ye, :yonr. committee. on ·credentials, hcg leave to submit 
lli~ 'l'bll~wb)g. report: - After a careful investigation of all 
~f ?:\r_n1j~J.istcrs, we find--them all in good standing _in tl_lCir 
~-0~j_lcctlyc _<,:lmrchcs, .except Brother \Y. T. Evans, a hccnhate 
:::.: i::i;ter~. · \r e. find he is. preaching and advodlting the so-, ' . ·. . . 

cnll~·cl modern . sanctified doctrine. We hcrebv recommend 
' .. _,. . ~ ' 

ti•at 'Jl:,s nn.me bc-.droppcd from the roll of ministers. All 
- . ' - - . ' - ' . 

the rest <;re Rhmding by and preaching free salvation strictly;, 
mid arc 'ady:mcing our cause so hr as their circunistances 
'vlll admit Hespectfully submitted; _ 

_ l\L ~L PICKLE, Chairman. 
· Hep-ort: received and committee discharged. Then the 

report was adopted as read, Brother \Y .. '1'. Evans' name be..: 
ing dropped from the list of ministers' names. · 

COJ\BIITTBE ON· TEJ\IPEUANCE. . 

We, yonr committee OJ}- temperance, beg leave to submit 
the folJa') ing ·report;_, Investigations disClose the· fact that 
we 'fiiHf the temperance cause on the ·decrease: Therefore, 
we urge the earnest co-operation of- both ministers and lay 
members to ev0r-urgf!. the decrease qf intemperance. Brethren, 

-be earnest in the matter; let not the mere adoption of this 
report suffice, but every. member· of this' ilssociation should 
exert their influence in behalf of this grand cause: Hespect-
fully submitted, W .. N. 1\l'OLUSKY, Chairman. . . - . - . . 

Heport receivctl and committee discharged. Then the 
report ,,~as adop.ted- as read. . ' . . 

. COl\LMITTEE ON • J<'l·NANCE. 

We, your committee on finance, beg leave to submit the 
following report: We have collected $19.50 for the pur­
pose of printing and dii'\trilmting the minutes to the 
rlifferent churches of the association. Hespectfully. submit-

. ted, . '1'. G. Gll.JLU.JAND; Chairman. · 

. . Heport recciYed and committee discharged. · 'l'hen the 
· report was adopted as read. · 

· Then it motion was llltH1e and canied to· turn the monev 
' 

over to· ihe clerk. · 
COJ\C\IITTEE ON QUEHIES AND UESOLU'l'IOKS. _ 

\V e, your committee on queries and resolutions, beg leave 
to sl~L-mit the following report: First ·query-Brethren, is 

-
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• 

it right, according to the Scriptures, for the moderator of 
our faith and order to refuse to commune with his Lord bv 

• • 
· partaking of bread and. wine in the body he_ presides. over? 
Hcspcctfully submitted,· · .TO UN l\L AYHES, Chairman.·· . 

Repvrt received and conui1ittcc disdiargcd. Then the 
. report wns adopted· as· n:ad. · .. 

By niotion, the querry was tllCn _taken up and cliscussqd. 
'l'he1:6 was a motion' -made and carried to adjourn one . 

hour fin; -recreation· nnd refreshment. · 
Adjourned. · ' 

" I 

• . .. 
:JfOXDAY AFl'ERNOON Sl~SSIO~. 

. . 
. • r • 

'l'hc body me! pursuant to adjournment. The querry 
was then tnkcn up again. By motion thc,querry was· put be- · 

. . . -

fore the nssociation to take a vote as a hodv of the whole, 
' . ' . .. . 

• 

~md by majority of the body yoting, said it '.vas not right for . 
a moderator to do ·so. ·' ·· · . · 

. . . ' ' ' . . 
']'hen there was a motion made aml carried",to empower 

the moderator tp appoint all messengers to sister associations, 
whereupon the following named brethren were app_~inted to . 

. - - . ..,. ,. . ' . . . ' 

the different. associations, to-\\·it.: '1\fC :Moriah association, 
D. G. W. Hollis, G. B. Tr.ylor, M. D. l\IcGec and .T ohn l\I. 
.Ayres; to the .Jasper association, C. A. Choflin, .T. A. Brown, 

· G. 0. Crmn; and IV. N. l\IcOiusky.; to the 'l'upelo associa-
. . ' . 

tion; W. H. Cowley, G. IT. Dyer and '1'. G. Gilliland; to the 
Bear Creek assoc1ation, J. A. Isbell, .T. H. Franks and C. C. 
Gibbs. · · 

. . 

4. · 'l'he · moderator called for motions ·and, resolutions, 
. whereupon the committee on resolutions offered the follow-

• mg: •-- . . 
Be it resolYed, That our thanl\s arc due and are hereby 

fendercd to· the members of l\It. Harmony church and the 
citizens of this vicinity, and more especially to the sisters, 

.. for their kindness· and hospitality shown us during our stay 
among them. Hespeetfnlly s1ibmitted, 

.JOHN .l\I. AYRES, Chairman. 
Be it resoh·ed, 'l'hat the amount of money which is paid 

to each preacher as pastor be sent up to the association and· 
·be appended to the minutes. Respectfully submitted, 

' .TOliN :JL AYHES, Chairman .. 

• 
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. 
Be it resolved, That the procecdingtl. of the last Union 

meeting be appended to our next minutes,· Hespectfully 
submitted, 

. .TOHN ~I. AYHBS, Chairman. 
5. By niotion, the 1t10derator appointed Hev. T. M. Loller 

to preach the introd1ICtory sermon at the next association, 
· with. Hev:. J. A. Isbell alternate. · · · 

G. By motion, the moderator appointed Hev. G. R 'Tay­
lor to preach the introductory sermon at the Union .meet-
ing, with Hev. 111. D. ~lcGee alternate. · 

The busine&s · of the session being finished, there was a 
motion made and carried to adjourn to meet with Pearce's 
Chapel church,. five miles cast of Smithville, 11Iiss., oil Sat­
urday before the third Sabbath in October, 1!.104, · after 
which Hf:v .• T. A. Brown offered prayer. 

'l'hen the congregation sang a song and the parting hand 
was taken amid tears of grief . and joy; and . shouts were 
}ward ~rom. all. parts of .the house. 

. HEV. J. W. POHTEH, Uoderator. 
J. E. CHAFFIN, Clerk. 

• 
' 

REV. D. G. W. HOI.JLIS, Cor. Sec . 
' ~ ' 

' -
NA~ms AND. POSTOPFJOES O.F ~IINISTERS . 

. 

D; G. W. Hollis. . . . . .. ..... ; ..... : .... Vern on, Ala . 
J. ·A. Brown, . . ·. . .. · ............ ; ... · .. Hester, 
C. A. Ohoffin. ' . . . · . . . · ... ~ · ....... · ; .......... Gu_in, 
)L D. ~IcGce. . . . . . . ....... ·t· ••• Hightogy, 
J. R. Hobertson ....................... Hightogy, 

Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 
Ala. 

· G. R 'l'aylor. . · . . . . ... · ........... Hichards,. Ala. 
W. R. Thurman. . . . . . . . ....... t)' .'f'ennis, Ala . 
• T. A. Isbell. . . . . . .. ............... :. Crews, Ala . 
W. R. Cowley. ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .Smithville, l\Iisss. 
.J. \V; Porter. . . . . . ............ ; ...... Guin, Ala. 

· · I. · P. ~Tel· f! __ h.bo1·~. ·. . l~en11. edv ··Ala .._, '· - • • • .. ......... ·.. • • ..... .J' < • 

'1'. l\L Lollcr. . . . . . . ................. ; .Alfred, Ala. 
. . . 

--- • 
• 
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PROCEEDINGS · 
-ov 'J'HE SECOND . UNION J\IEETING, HELD WITH SPR!NGJ<'IELD 

• • 

. . ·. CIJUUCH, AUGUST 8 AND 9,190:3 .. · 
. 'l'hg .. second Union meeting of the Freewill Baptists met · 

at the Springfield church on August 8 and 9, 1903. 
Owing to the absence of· the moderator, Brother G. B. 

Taylor was elected moderator pro tem; and J. S. Hollis was · 
elected ~:Jerk pro tem. · Business proceeded as. follows: 

. Call of the various churches of the association. 
( ;First call, Springfield church, which · was not r•epre~ 

sented by letter, but statement was made as to her religious · 
standing an(l g1:eat work in .the world for Christ. Her del­
egates present were H. Hollis, A .. L. Pennington and D. W. 
Pennington. . - . . · · 

Union Chapel-Without letter, statement as to condi-
. . 

tion of chmch by 'l'. U. Lollcr. Her representatives pres-
ent were J. •.r. Rnseau and 'l'. ilL Loller. -

New Center Point_..:._No letter· or delet,ratcs. · 
?!H .. Willing No letter, lmt represented by W. 1[. ilfc­

Cluskv and W. M. Crews. 
~ . ' . . . .. • 

New Pleasant Hidge Not represented. 
Fairview Not represented. . 
Unity--Represented by J. L. Beasley, '1'. Ij. Hayes and 

R: 0 .. Staev . 
• 

. l\H. Zion--Not represented. , .. 
• 

.. l\ft. Harmony Heprcsented by '1'. H. ,Jackson, .T. E. 
Williams and I. Robertson. · 

Shady Grove .. Not represented. 
l\H. PlcaFant-Hepresented by ,T. W. i\:dair <ind 'l'homas 

• 

Adair .. 
Piney Grove Not represented. 
Friendshitl!-Hcprcsentcd by W. il[ay and C. GTcen. 
Pearce's. ·cha]1el-':-Not represented. 
New l\~t.. Pleasant-:-N ot represented ... 
Beaverton Not. represented. 
Corinth-,-N ot represented. 
l!nion Hidgc Not represented. 
Pleasant Ridge Not represented. 

• ' 

-

The next order of business was the election of a penna- . 
nent moderator and clerk, which resulted in the elction of . 
G. B. 'l'n_ylor for moderator, and J. S. Hollis for clerk . 

• 

• 

' !, 
" ! 

• 

• 
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Called for unfinishcu business. · ·x one. 
. 

~e\Y business. A 'cominittec on preaching . was · .ap­
pointed by. the moderator, to-wit: Brothers H. C. Stacy,· I. 
Robertson and. J. W. Adair. 

• 

·Appointment, ()f committee on questions for discussiou . 
. Committee-appoir1tcd were Brothers. H. Hollis, '1': B. Jack­

. sou and '1'. Ilayt:. . . 
· ·. A committee was appointed· to draft resolutions to the 

'association~ asking that the mir~utcs of the second Union 
· · meeting be appended to the minutes of the association. The 
. coirimittco was as follows:· 'I'. :u.- Lollcr, A .. 'JI. Perini:qgton 

• 

anc11,'\!, S. Hollis. .. · ·-. . 

'l'he committee on qucric8 reported the follo1ving reso-
.lution : ' . .. ,. . ' . . •• 

' 
. . . 

Resolved, That we, as a chnrch of Christ, shoulll have 
•1 pri11ting press or an otJicial organ, and what is the !Je;:t 

. wrty to· obtain. it? Hcferred to the association for settk-
ment. . . · . . 

'!'he cornmittcc on pr;caching reported ilS follows: That 
'1'. i\I. Loller preach Saturday night and J. R. Baker at !) 

:/clock on SundaY. · · 
.- ~ . 

·Committee. on Union m'eeting made a report. · · 
A corresponding committee was appointed to correspond 

\Vith tlw various churches of the association relative to a ,. 
· · printing pres( and to r?port ·the result to the association, 

which i> to he held with 1\It: Harmony church, on the third 
Sunday in Octobcr,l!J03. Names of those on the committee 
are l\Tose~ Hollis, Walter Hollis and Joe l~enningtou. 

}:. rceolutiou Wtis adopted by the Union meeting, which 
i~ !Jdow appended: . 

Be it resolved by the members and delegates of the st'c­
oncl Union meeting, 'l'hat the proceedings of the Union 
meeting. be appended to the minutes of the association in 
full. Done by the second Union meeting, held nt Spring­
J']eld church, August 8 and !J, 1903. 

· WATII"EH HOIJLIS, Chairman. 
AdJomncd with respect to the good people of Springfield 

· rhmch, and '\'ith the benedictions of Heaven · upon the 
clmrch, that its work may be untiring and that many bright 
ero\rn~ may be the result of its work. . 

, G. B. TA YLOH, 1\Ioderator. 
,T. S. HOLT.JIS, Clerk. 

'----·. -- --·-.. '. -- - .. -. . .. 
• 



• 

• 

11 
• 

--· . . . ' CON S'l'l'l'iT'l'l ON. . ' 

• 

· Section. 1. 'l'his ast;oeia tion shall be known as the Vernon 
Freewill Bap.tist Asso'ciaiion of Alabama, and being com­
posed of delegates from the difl'ercnt elmrchcs forming the 
same, each church being entitled to three delegates. · 

Sec. "2. This body shall be considered an ,idvisory council, · . . 

bi:1t having no authority over the afl'airs of' the churches, 
unless they depart from the articles o.f faith of this. associa­
tion. In ease any church departs from the articles .of faith 
and supports doctrin-es of heresy, or allows any minister ·of 
her body to teach doctriiie not in keeping with our articles 

·of faith,· the same shall be dealt with by this association as 
it may s22_ proper according to the teachings of the Bible. 

· Sec. 3. Each church· of this association shall be consid- . 
ercd an advisory body and- shall control its o\\·n· internal 
affairs in matters of discipline, etc., though the association 
shall rule in matters of doctrine and general interest, though 
the church may in extreme ca.scs call in aid fr'om si£ter · 

·churches. · ·· · . · · 
Sec. 4. All. qitcstions of ·doctrine an\l)mttters of general 

' ' ., .. ~ 

interest shall be settled hv a two-thirds vote of the associa- . 
tion, and the <lecision shall be fii;aL . . . ·· ·· ·. · ,: 

. See. 5. The officers of this association shall be 'a moder-. . - . ,. '' ' . ' -

ator, clerk and treasurer, who shalll?c, chosci1 at·cach session 
h ,r a majority ~\'ote: . ·· · ·. . .. . . . . . 

Sec. G. This association shall meet ann-lmllv at such time '··· . ,.·-:· .... .., 
and place as may l]c agreed upon .by .a previous aimual ses-
sion, and shall 1iot adjourn finally until all the· business is 
transacted. · .. . . . . · . 

• • ' • • > ' ' ' 

_ Sec. 7. Churches wishing to bccon~~ members of this as-
sociation must adopt its articles of f~ith and ·conform to its 
usages. _ . . . . , ._, 

· Sec. s: We agree, as churches. of this _association, to use 
our best influence to· promote. the' interest of an·· moral and 
benevolent instituti~ms; such as the temperance cause, Sab-

- . . ~ ' 

hath schools, missionary work; etc. . 
Sec. 9. ::\!' o .member of this association- shall he eligible 

. to the· office of moderator more than two successive sessions, 
unless no other member is coJ'npctcnt. to- act in that capacity . 

• 
. . 

' ' • 

• 
• 
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IWLES OF DECORt::Tl\L 

. -T-- -~-

' 
Rule. 1. The association shall be called to order by the . ' . . 

moderator who presided at the last session~ Former clerk 
shall also ofiiciate until the body is fully organized. 

Hulc 2. 'l'hc association shall be opened and closed with 
sii1ging and piayli.r.. · . . . 

·Rule 3. The moderator and clerk shall be chosen by bal­
. lot at each session of the association. A majority of votes by 
the delegates present elects.· ·' . 
· . Hulc 4. The .names of the delegates from the different 

.·churches shall·.be enrolled and called as often as necessary 
. during the session. ·. · 

• · .. Rule 5. A majority of the delegates present shall rule in 
· .. all cases, .except in the reception of churches into our body; 

· ·.··· · · .. then it must be uminimous. · 

-. .. 

-

, " Hule 6. ':L'i1e moderator shall not be allowed to vote, ex­
. cept in case of a tic, and then he shall give the deciding 
·vote. . :He shall be entitled to speak on mi.y question after 
others .have spoken, provided he appoints SC'me one to the 

' 

chair while he is speaking.·.. . · 
· · .· Uule 7. Only one person shall speak at. the same time,· 
·· .. who.shall arise and address the moderator. · 

Rule 8. _No brother shall be interrupted while speaking, 
unless he. depart from the subject under discussion, or use 

·words of personal._refiection. 
. · Rule 9. No person shall be entitled to speak more than 

· twice on the same subject, without leave from the association, 
nor more than Hi minutes at a time. . · 

· llule 10. No member sl~all laugh or talk during the time 
the debates are going on. . 

. Hule 11. No member shall absent himself from the as-
.. sociation without leave :from the moderator. • 

• 

----• 

AH':l'JCLES. OF PAI'.rH . 
• 

• 

Article l. We believe there is one true and living God, 
' 

who is the Supreme Huler of heaven ·and earth, self-existent ·· 
Creator of all things, and revealed under the personal dis­
tirwtion o:!' Father, Son and Holy Ghost, equal in every divine 
perfi!ction, and existing in distinct but harmonious offices 
in the ::rent work of redemption . 

• 
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Art. 2. We believe the Holy Bible \va,; written ~y-~men 
didncly inspired, and is· a perfect treasure of heavenly in-

. struction; that it 'lii1s God for its an thor, .'l'rnth for its in at- · 
ter,. and Salvation for its· e·nd; that it reveals the Jlrinciple·s 
by which God will judge· ns, and therefore is m.ld shall: re­
main to the ei1crof· this lr<irld the·cc'nter of Christian union, 
the supreme standard· by whici1 all human conduCt, creed;; 
and opinions will he tried. • · · . · · • · . · ' · · 

._,. ' .. ·.- ··.-· ., - -~ . 
·. Art. 3. We believe ·that nu1n owns .created holy, nuder. the . . . 

law of )lis Maker, but from voluntary transgression fell from 
that happy st~te,' in consequence of which, alllnankind are 
nmv depraved, and wholly unable of their own free wm and 
ability teo recover themselVes from the fallen state in which 
they arc liy nature. . . . . . . . . . . > • • • •• .. . • • • 

Art. ·1. We believe ·that God has notAixed -the .future ·state 
of in~nkind by an· abscllutc :1nd .unconditiom\1. llecrce, ci.mt 
salvation is oti'ered'in' the gospel free to all, and ~f 'sinners 
arc los( forever it ·will' be their· own fault. · .. ·. • · . . . . 
· · · Art: _'li. We believe that -Christ by :his death and. suffer-
ings made an atonement ·for ·the sins of all nmnkind in gen­
eral, and every :indiVidual :in particular, ~however) t)lat i1onc 
but those who believe in Him can he partnkcrs.of .the dirine 
..... , . . . ······ ' benefits. · · . · · . ·· · . 
· Art 'G. 'We hclie\'e 'that ;true faith cannot .proceed from 

• • • • • • • ,. J ' ·, • • ' • 

the . exerciHe ·of ·our \natural .faculties and powers, or ·from 
the force and operation of free will, since maniiri consequence 
of his natural corruption is incapable either of thii1king or 

·doing anything spirih1ally ·good.· 
Art. 7. We believe in the· general application of the Grace 

of God to fallen man sufficiently to enable him, morally and 
actually, to obey. the requirements of the law of liberty. Jris. 
1 :5, this is 'to act saving faith. ,John i :9, however, none hut 
Owse "'h,) belieYC, or acquiesce, in Christ will he saved thereby 
~Acts 17 :82; Rom. 2 :19; John 3 :19. · 

Art. 8. We believe in the free moral. agency of man, by 
the gra~c o.f · God,· before and after conversion, that he is 

• 

· .]aid under no invincible necessity, by his C1~ator, to act in 
any given way; that if he lives after the flesh he shall die, 

. hut if he through the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body 
he shall live, and, therefore, man is always a. proper subject 
of nrlmonition and exhortation. Heh. 11 :12-13; ·Rom. 
12 :14; ::\lark 13 :12; Eze. 18 :24; Rev. 2 and 3 chs.; Eze . 

• 

• 

• 
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. . . ' . 
33:13 and 28; 1st Tim.·-4:1; Heb. 3:5; 1stCor.l:l2 aiid22; 

.· lst Peter 1 :10. · · · · · . . · ' · ·. · 
~ .. ·· . .:;~''' 

Art. 9. We· believe that. a visible church of Christ is a 
• • 

congregation of believer~, as~oeiated by covenant in the faith 
.. Of fellowship. of the gospel, observing . the ordinances of 
· Christ, governed by His laws, and exercising tho gifts; rights 
and privileges invested in thein by His ,word;. that its only 
proper officers itre bishops, ·'or pastors,. and d~acons, whose 
qualifications ai1d duties are defined in the Epistles to Tim­
othy and 'I'itus. 

·· Art. ·11); We believe that Christian baptism is· immersion 
· in water,· in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost; 

· and. that .belieYers arc the proper subjects. , · 

• 

•. Art. ll. ·we believe the Lord's Supper is of perpetual ob­
ligation, by which the nJcmhers of the church, in the form of 
bread and Wine, are to C0lllll1elijorate together the dying loYC 
of. Christ,· preceded always by solemn self-examination; 

·.Art .. 12. We. believe in. open and. free communion, and· 
the churches of our body arc authorized, through their pas-. . . . . ' 

tors; toirivifc. Christians of all orthodox churches who are in 
good standil}g in their respective churches,. to commune with 
us atlhe LOI'd's table . . . . ' . . 

·Art. 13. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and 
. ' ' ' ) - . . 

the general judgment; that the joys of the righteous and 
· · punishnicntofthc wicked will he eternal, H}ion the principles 

• 

of grace ancl justice. . .. 
. . . 
. .. . 

. . - . . ... 
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• 
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. STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE VERKON FREEwilL BAFTIST AS~OCJATION FOR J903 . 

• 

CHURCHES AND COUNTIES. 
I 

' 

Springfield, Lamar Co., Ala .......... . 

Union Chapel, Lamar Co., Ala ........ . 
New Center Poi:1t, Monroe Co., :Miss .. . 
Mt. Willing, Fayette, Ala ............. . 

New Pleasant Ridge, Monroe Co., Miss. 
Fairview, Lamar Co., Ala ............ . 
Unity, Lamar Co., Ala .......•.•.•.. .'. 
Mt. Zion, Lamar Co., Ala.; ....••..... 
Mt. Harmony, Lamar Co., Ala .•••..•.. 
Shady Qrove, Lamar Co., Ala ......... . 
Mt. Pleasant, Lamar Co.,· Ala ........ . 

Piney Grove, Lamar Co., Ala ...... , . ; . 
Friendship, Lamar Co., Ala .......... . 
Pearce's Chapel, Monroe Co., Mlss .... . 
New Mt. Pleasant, Monroe Co., Miss .. . 
Beaverton, Lamar Co., Ala .. · ......•... 
Corinth, Lamar Co., Ala .......•....... 
Union Ridge, Lamar Co., Ala ......... . 

' . 

• 

• 
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61 1 2 
I 1 

J. R. Pennington, H.. G. Pennington, W. · . · ,. · '1 

D. Hollis .......................... J. A. Brown .... '1. Hollis, Vernon, Ala ....... . 
W. I. Maddox, Pink Turner ........... J. W. Porter. . . i!l. F. Collins, Jewell, Ala .. ; ... ·I 
'vL M . .Pickle, S. P. Brown ............ L A. Isbell. . . . . 3. P. Brown, Detroit, Ala ..... . 
}. C. Crews, \V. N.· McC!ml;:ey, J. E. 

' 
Chofiin ............................ l'. 1\I. Lol!er ... T. E. Chofi.n, Gnin, AI? ....... 1 6

7
\ 2 

W. B .. Harris ........................ J. G. Boyette ... 'N. B. Harris, Splunge, Miss ... ·1 
D. W. Dill ........................... J. A. IsbelL. . . . J. H. Dill, Guin, Ala .. ~ ......... I 7; 
<\. J. Hays, J. L. Beasely, T. L. Hays .. .D. G.~\V. Hollis. !1. C. Sta::y, Btar, Ala .......... ! .

1
. 

f. M. Ayres ..... : .................... ~- G. \V. Holli3 T. 1\-1. Ayres, Berley, Ala ........ J 

L P. Robertson, J. R, Cole, B. F. Clim .T; A. Brown .... ; .... T. Colre, Hightogy, A_la .. ' ... ,14! 3 
J. M. Johnson, G. B. Bradford ......... T ~ IVL Loller .... J. B. Bradford, Kenned:v, Ala .. ·1 I I 
J. L. McNease, J. W. AdP-ir, W. :L.I • · · . I I I I 

Br_own .... , . ; .......... ~. .. .. .. . .. }. B. Ta~lor ... ,. S.M. n,r~w~, M?lloy, Ala ...... j I 3\ 21 
~I. N. Shelmith, A. J. Mote, ......... ·1 ~· \V. P01 ter.' ... A. J. l'uc,e"~, Gn.m, Ala ......... ·I 1 
• T. \V. Baker, R.. T. Green ............. r. B. Taylor ... R. T. Grevn, RIChards, Ala .... ·1 I 
'1. H. Dyer, T. G. Gilliland ............ .V. R. Cowley .. I. B. PearcE), Smithville, Miss .. : 5 11 
H. Cox, N. Reeder .................... N. R. Cowley .. James Brook, Riggan, M.iss ... 1 1' 
Brunson Hollis ... : ... : .............. f. A. Brown .... A. S. Gonn, Beaverton, Ala .. . 
W. \V. Barnes. R. N. Yearby .......... i. A. Brown ... , J. N. McChing, Rice, Ala..... R 1 1 
C. C. Gibbs, C. E. ·Stephens, Romar 
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