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'IHE THRITY FOURTH ANNUAL· SESSION • 

. . . . . ,_ l, -: ' . . • 

. I . . , . . 

. ' " . ' . -
• of the · .. · 

' - . -

. " 

. . . 
- " . . - - - .. 

' 

' 

. . . . . '. - . 
VERNON PREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION · 

• . . . . . ·.. - . . ·. "-, ~ . ..; - .· .. !: : ... :• 
... ·· . held with the . 

' • • ' • j + 

• ! 

. . . ', . . 

. •. SPRINGFIELD . CHURCH,· LAMA~ COUNTY,. ALA. 
' - . ' . - . ' . . ' 

' ' ,- ' 

• · odtiberT7, 1S,·19, 19i4. / 

. ' 
' 

•• 

·. ' 

·- . ' 
··OFFIERS 

' . . . 
• • ! ', 

· · G. B. Taylor ... ; ........ ; ...... ~ ..•.. ~. Moderator . 
. . 

• 
• • • 

• ' - ' ' ' • I • ·- s. G. Johnson-: .. -~-.-.--...•. -.~-··· ... ~.--~~--.· ... :.· .. - Clerk. 
• ' 

' ' ' 

. . . 
' . ' ' . . ,._._., __ , 

A. .J. .Sanders .................... : . . . Treasurer. · 
· .. ~-- i-· ;: .. _', 

' 'i . . 
s~ P. Hollis ' ... ; ....... ; ....... , . . . . . Cor., Secretary. · 
'' .. .. . . . 

' . ' . 

' 

. .... , ... , . -- -~ ., 
- . - . . 

' 

'· 

, The next session of· the. Association 
.. . . 

' will. be held 
• . r . , . ··- • . ' ' . - ' . . - • • . . . . ' '- . I ' . . I , . .. • . ... ,• . , .•.... , ............ ' '1 ..... , ...• - .. 

· w~th LibertY Churc}:l,. eight' ·:miles northea,.st of ·Vernon, 
. . . • , .· \ , l 'j . ' :·' i. . '; - I- - .- . I' • .. 

· · . .' -·' -- ". ·: i •' ·, ·- / · ·', r• · '· · · · · ·' '· _, · 

. · beginning on- Saturday .before the Third Sul}day · in 
. . . 
• 

. October 1915. , 
• 
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·- , .. , I 

The Thirty Fourth Annual Session of. the Vernon . , 
. , . . . Fr~e Will Baptist Association was held· with Springfield 

. Church, Lamar county Ala.,.Octohd 17-19, 19141 · The 
introductory sermon· was preached by ·Rev. ·n ;- · G: · W .. ·· 

· Hollis. Text-2 Kings, ·.Latter clause of .the 40th-verse 
and first clause of the42nd .. ·.·After which there was an 

· 1 intermission of one.hour fm>n~freshinents. · The associa., . 
, • , I , ' . - . , , ' ,' : 

'tion convened according to adjournment; . Prayer by Bro. 
W. W. Barnes. The moderator and cierk being present 

· took their seats. · 
' 

The moderator called the roll of churches· and th~ 
. . ._ . . . . ' . ' ' - . \ . - ' . . 

,··, ' letters ,were handed in 'and read and the mimes of dele-
" . ·gates enrolled (See table of Statistics). . ·· · 

• 

• 

' 

' ' ,. 
' . ' . 

. · Opened ·the door .. .Of the · association for' the re-:- . 
ception of new churches into our body~ (Noile received). 

'· · · · ' · The association beingformerly opened it proceed- · 
·.· ed to elect officers. Rev. G. B. Taylor.·. was elected 

Moderator; s. G. Johnson, Clerk; A. J. Sanders, Treasur-
er; s. :P.' Holiis, Cor. Secret~ry. ' < ' . " " ' 

. ~ - . . ' ' . 
,, . • • . ' I 

. · The officers elected came forward, and after a few 
appropriate rerwirks by the moderator. took their seats 

. and proceeded with the business of the association in 
' . ' ' ' . 

. . · · the. following order: · · ·· · 
' • · .. ·.. . Called forcorrespondirig messengers -from sisters 

, ' .._ • • - ' , , • • I -

associations. None present. On motion it was agreed . 
''that the moderator be empow~red to appoint" all com-\, 
.· inittees. · . . . , - ' · -

• 
" " 

' ' . 

The following were appointed: . 
I , , . , .. , . 

. . ' ' . ·~ ' ' ' . . 

· · ·. ··ON. ARRANGEMENTS-Bros. L. W·. Barrow, B .. · 
. ··c. Guin, W. W. Barnes, A. l\'I. Pennington and s. P. Hoi-. . - . 

(2) ' . 

' 
' 

' 

' ' ' . 
' 

' 

' ' ' 

' ' 

• 

• 

' 

' 

' . ' 

' 

-



I . 

• 

' -
' 

' 

• 
' . 

• 

' 

• 

. 
' 

• 
' . . 

• 
• • ' 

. ' . ' 
. ' ' ' ,. ' • 

' '• ' \ 
• 

·• · lis with the deacons of Springfield church. ·· • · .. 
·.·' ·ON DOCUMENTS AND ORDER ·oF BUEHNESS--

Rev'. D. G. W. Hollis, J. H: Sblcy, and B. F. Cline with the ·. · 
· Moderator arid Clerk. · 

- \- . ... ' . . -' ' -.. . ' 
PUBLICATION AND LITERATURE R. T .. ·. 

. ., ' , . . 
Green; A. J. Sanders, J. T.· Baxter ... · 
. · . TEMPERANCE S. P. Hollis, R F: Cline, G.-- C. 

' . ' . 
· · Lawrence. , . . . , · · · 

··.··. : DECEASED .MEMBERS . A. J, . Sanders,·. J. S. 
Early, w·:· W. Barnes. . . . . . , .. . . . .·. - . ' 

· .... · .· SABBATH SCHOOLS J. F. McGee, S. P.·Hollis, ·. ' 
R. T. Green. . .· > .· . · . . · . . 

. ' 

CREDENTIALS ·. J. :H. Stacy,. J; ·. L. ·Gault; R. · T; 
Green .. 

,, . , -

• 

' ·QUERIES· AND RESOLUTION . B. F. Cline,\_B. . . . 
C. Gu1n, A. M~ Pennington. . . . 

.·. FINANCE B .. C; Guin, L. W .. Barrow; J. H. 
. . . . - , I . . . . ' . . 

. , Stacy._ . . . , · · · '· · . · . . .. . . 
, ·. The committee on arrangements 'report as fol- , 

lows: · Rev. D ... G. w.~ Hollis to preach on Sunday at 9 
o'clock; Rev. G. B. Taylor at 11 o'clock; Rev. Tom. Finch 
at 3 P.M. Sunday. The business of the day being ended, 
a .motion was made to adjourn. til Monday morning.' . A 

' • I I . - . , 

· . h;vnin was sung and , prayer was ·offered ·by the· moder-
ator, after which the benediction was pronounced .. · .· . . . ·' ' . 

. · SUNDAY SERVICES. 
-· ' . . : i'.' . - . . ,' • - . . . - . . . ' 

Sunday morning at 9 o'clock, Rev. D. G. W. ·Hollis 
. occupied. the stand and preached· to a large con'grega.tion; 
Text-Matt. 13 :44. By n' o'clock a large congregation 

. · had a.ssembled and Rev. G. B. Taylor occupiedthe stand. 
• He preached to 'a. very attentive congregation. Text:- . 
· John 17:18. After which," the Lord's supper was ad- · . . ' ' 

ministered to a host of partakers. . · The congregation . 
' . ' 

was then . dismissed. for recreation and .refreshment;. 

. . ' (3) • - . 
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• 

' 

.... .• "·' "--. -~·-·-_,,_ '• ,, 

.... · ·• · • .. At 3 P. M.; Rev ... Thos. , Finch· occupied the, stand. 
Text:)·_ Cor; 1 :23. ·:His serinon was listened to by a large.· . .. - . '.,.. . ... -- ~-

' congregation. ' ' . . .··. . . . ·, . ' 

·. · .. :· ··•· ·. ·.·.·_ ... ··. ·. · ._.,MONDAY, MORNING.>_··· . 
. ·. ·The a~s()~iation mef perstiant t6 adjournment .. · 

· ··-• Therewas. singing, .a chapter read and prayerby the 
' . . . . ' . ' '' - . . ' ' - f ' . - \: 

moderator. . The ·roll was called:·· .. A· quorum ·being pre~ · · 
sent the house. proceeded to buisness. · Minutes of Satur-- . - _\ . - - ; ' -' .. , . - ' . . - ' . . . ' '. - - . ' . 

· day's session was read and approved. . On motion. the 
, · .. · ·.reports of the various committees wer~ called for.· ·· ·· 

' ' ' . 
. _.. ·.. ' 

"· ., 

.. , . . . . REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
.. - _: ·-.. '. DOt:UMENTS AND ORDER OF BUSINESS,..;..· 

' ' . . ' 

. The committee· on: do·cuments and order' of. business ~e:. .. 
, I • , - . - . . ' . . , . • ' 

. port as follows: 1. \V\e recommend the former .order of · 
I ' , - , , , ' . . ' , 

. business; 2 .. We recommen~ that th~ next session of 
. this association meet with Liberty church, 10 miles N; 

: E. o~ y ern on cominenci~g on Saturday: before the Thi,rd 
.Sunday in.October·-1915. 3. We recommend that a .un­
..ion meeting be . held ,wth. · Friendship church, begiririing 
ol1 Satu~day. before the 4th Sunday in July; Hh5. We 

·•· · i~sist th~t the various churches elect aridsend deiegates , .• 
. to the .union meeting. 4; We re~ommed. that his union 

' 

. 

. int;eting is the place to discuss . all topics and doctrinal . •· '. 
quesions pertainingJo the good of the Free Will'Baptist. · · 

. 5. We ask that each clnirch appoint .a finance committee · 
-~1 ·_-.,·/ .· ·~'; ..• _. • .. , -·· .• ,' ' ' ' 

· . · to act with the deacC!ns anq. a~13ist them tin. their respec-:- . 
. •,' ~ - . I , • • , - ' • - •' · - • 1 , ' •, • • 

tive churches in supporting' the ministers and financing 
· .. their qhur,ch~s 'with ~un.ds nec~ssary., ;to meet th~ 'needs .. . •--· ,·_- . ' __ .,. ···- .... 

.. . . ·of their. churches .. 6. We· recommend that the associa- ··· 
I "· . -1 , _ ., ·; • ~ •• . · ; .- -., -. _.. .- ., . . · · · · . . · -

tio:h accpt the .treatise and :Practice of , the· Mt. · · Moriah 
~ .. -. " ' ' . . --- . ·. ' -· ' ' .. . ' ' . \. 

AssoCiation. 7. We reccomend.thatthe associaionadopt 
, ___ ,-~,. .. ~~.,_·1,"--'-~! ,'!_ ..• ••• _f · •. •. "·-

··a-resolution denouncing the charges made. by a portion·of 
. ··''!-''-- .- :-·-, ..... " .... -

. · the · rri}iiisters 'of the Beaverton association, as· to the · 
' ' . ' . ( 4 )· .. ' . - . 
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' . . . 
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. ' 

. / 

' 

·Vernon·· Association being 1 particeps iii the dividing .of··. 
''' ' , • j , , I , ,., ·I ,,,. ' 

'the' association which took place I at Pearce's: Chapel in 
- - . '. -·· • ' -l' . ·, t . . ·:. :. •·• ''' -: • - ' '- . - - • -

. 1911'and 1that1We-spread' the same up' our· 'mintit~s. 8. '. 
· Werecomin~nded thatther~ be a 'committee appoiried to . 

. . -' ,_. • •. ,- j ' ·! ,. ""' .. _ - ' . - . • . 

draft an aineridnierit to the· second and third· sections of 
. ' - ' . '· ·.- ,'. -· ' ' .. :•". ' 

ol;lr constitution!- for' thE\' better: protection iof our asso·-
• ' ' v 

ciation and her local churches. ·' · • ·· · . . . 
' I • . . I , . < . ' . 

· .. · · . · . · · Respectfully Submitted, · · ... · 
, . · .. · .· .. ·. ·.· . D . .G: W .. HOLLIS, ,Chairman . 

' ~:-1 . '.• .. .:. "-- - -~-· ... c .... _,_._-:· •.• 

. ·.··· The report was taken up by sections arid adopted 
mi ttee discharged. · .· ' :: . c . • •. ' · ·· > ' ·.· ' ' · . . , · 

• 

1 ' ' • • • ' .. ' ' ·- ' • 

• · < The' report was taken upby sectio'ns and apoted · 
' '· . as read~r-.- .. ;.'-·:·. ·_' :_ .. :~_ :-·-:·:_;.-:.;·:: .· -;':~--~.'_;-' '':': _:_:;_:--:.-- ·;_;:-·--~- _;:_.:._· .. -_ ' 

• • ····:. . __ ,.) , . 

. PUBLICATION AND. · LI'fERATURE Commit-
- .. •. '·, ' ' .. _ i.' '' .· ,_ .. : ' .. ' ' - . ' - i -! ' ' "" ~. -.. • ' • -

' 

• 

tee on· Publication arid· Literature reports· as follows: We- . -
.-.·' i-',·,,- ~· ' __ . \. ,. :,..;·t-.:, · .. ; .- .•... _ ...•. -.-- ., 

feeJ.like we rieed a better system of publication for the . 
- . --- ' •, . . - . . ' ' ' . ' ' . . ' -' . ' -' 

·t•··, 1·''·····- ·''• .• , ___ ._ ---~-··- -. -
benefit· of our churches and we .feel the need of a better 

' ' -- '- ! ' ' ,'. . _. ' ' • . • • ' ' • ' .• '. ·-· -
., • "·. • - t ' ' • 'i' '. - ' ' . . ·-. ' ' . '. " - . ' ' 

· system 'of Education that our young .ministers may pre-· .. 
, '. , .. ; >• .. '. 'I ., ' ,j ', .' , , ' ' ' -' '· •, .. ' .. , 

··.··pare themselves 'to preach the· Gospel ·more fully;, We . . . ' . - ' - ' : . ' ·• .. '. '' '' . " ' . ' . . . ._. . ' ' ' ' '. ' . " . . ' " 

·. reconime'nd that "our members subscribe for the Free 

• . ·- -

' 

Will Baptist: piinted .at Ayden, 'N: c.> w~ should' also . 
get ·oU.~~$m1d~y School.· Liter.aiure f~oin there. · · .. · · . •• .· · · 
· · · · · · · · , · · · · ·. _Respectfully Subm;itte<,i, · . 

· .. R~· T. GREEN, Chairman. 
' . • . •., .. -., '·•,~-· , I.· ""·'• ,-. • . ·. ·_ .: . -

··- · .·.··The above.report was adopted and corilmitfee dis~· 
charged.:,· .• ·' · ;.; ,., .. ! .:. ! > · .. l. •' ·' :.,. •·, · . 

. .., \ . - I ' .. . . . 
_ TEMPERANCE Committee. on Temperance . re-
- port as follo~§;:;ij w~) firid ;the cause of' temperance on 

' th~ increase and lef•us ~rg~ :and u~~· 'every' effort that we 
,can•to drive intoxicating liquors from our land: We pray 
all 'bl;ethern b{ all d~rioini~atioris 'to do all in th~ir,'power :, . 

~--- . ___ ~ ·. '. ,\''!-~ ·_,,. ·.,, ,_ .. -, .. '' .... ·_ '• ' 

again'setnrs gre'at evil thafis so destructive•in its nature; . 
. and a'sj we see:~ts degenimiting p:ower ove~ ou~ ~young and . ' . . . 

' .. 7~-.~.·.··.' ,_ · .. ( ,\-,,·,! •_-., ..... _,:.·· •. , .. ' •.. '.i .. . . . ' . ' (5) 
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' ' ' 
' ' ' . . . . ' 
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' . • 
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'. ' - ' ' . 
• ' ' ' • " . . . .· . 

' . 
' ' 

. . 
' 

' ! . • • • ' . . . ' . 
rising generation; we therefore ask the help of all Christ- · 

' ~ . ' - ' ' . ' 

, ians .toaid in destroying this great evil from our land. 
• · · 1 ' • •· Respectfully · Submjtted

1 
.. ·.· •. · · ·. · 

·; . . . . , S. P. HOLLIS, Cahirman; 
_- ' ' - . ' . . - - . ' - ' - ' •. . - - ' ' 

• . · .... The above report was adopted· and committee di~?-
- - ' ' ' ' 

· -charged. ··· 
. ' ' ' . . . . 

' ' ' 

· .. DECEASED MEMBERS We your committee. on 
Deceased Members beg to subm.it the ·following report: 
We find that our Heavenly Father has called from·amol1g · 

. · · .· us four of our ·cd-laborers; viz; Br~. W. F. Fowler and 

• 

. Sister Maggie Neal of Mt. Harmony' church;· Bro. D. -W. · 
Hoilis and Sister . Elvira Pennington . of Springfield 
church to their eternal: home during this associational 

. year .. · We mourn the departure of our· beloved brothers 
- . - - ' ' ' 

, . . . and sisters;· but 'we trust that our loss of them f~om , 
. · .. among .us is. their eternal gain, and we , bow in humble 
. · submissiont6 the willof him who doeth all things 'well. 

. . ' . . 

Dear brethern in Christ, our labors are increased by. the. 
less' of these ,our b,eloved brothers and sisters, therefore ' ,' 
let us strive to accomplish' the 'work once assigned ' to ' 

•' \~ . ' .. . -.' 

them.· Having ,paid the latt tribute of respect to them, · . 
.. · let. us . endeavor· to·.meekly • ay, "Our· Father· who· art in : 

heaven, hallow~ci· py thy name. Thy kingdom ~orne; · · 
Thy will be done on earth as it 'is in heaven!' Let the .. · :. 
churche~· ~.f the association contribute to the widows and . 

. orphans V.' ho are. in destitute condition. .•· ' ..... ' ·. . • . 
. · .. ·.. . •.. · . Respectfully Sub~itted, .·· . ·· .· . ··· , 

: . .. . . .. · . . . A. J. SANDERS, Chairman. .·· 
1i • .. · . Th~ above report was adopted and. committee dis- . 
' charged. . .. · · ·. · · · · ·' . . . . . . . · · · 

'- . ' , .. 

·· SABBATH SCHOOLS-Committee. on. Sabbath' 
. ·Schools· reports as follows : After. a· careful .investiga-. ·. 

tion.-we find but very little interest taken in Sabbath ·. 
' ,' ' • . . ' - ' - ' ' ' ' ' ' ' • ' t 

Sehcols, there being only onP.. Sunday School in our asso- .· 
' . . 
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.' ·, . ' - . - . . ' 

dation. ·Therefore, We urge upon aU delegates to-insist · ·· 
: upon ·their church to organize· and sustain ·a ·Sunday: · • 

• • ' 1 .,; > 

School in each and· every church. · . · ' -~ · · 
- . 

· · · · Respectfully Submitted, · · . ' ' 

. . . · , ·. ·. J. F. McGEE, chainnan: · 
' . ' . ' . 

· The above report. was adopted and committee dis~ . · 
' - ' . ' . . . 

· · charged. . . . • · · • . · : . · · , , · · , . 
. . . ' 

· .. · ·· CREDENTIALS Committee on Credentials re- · · · 
port as follow;: .. After a careful examination; we find · 
that al lour ministers are -in good standing.··· j. · 

' Respectfully SubmJitted, · , · · · 
..... _ ... -- •.. ·. J .. H.STACY,Chairman~ 
. ':The above .report was adopted aiHl'committee dis..: . - . 

' ' - . . ' ' ' . - . 

charged. . •· -· · · · · · ' ·· / ·· · · · · · · 
' ' ' ' . 

QUERIES .. AND RESOLUTIONS·. The commit-
tee on· Queries and. Resolutions beg ·leave to report as 
follows: ·.· L We recommend that all topics on doctdnal 
questions for the good of our order be taken out of the 

'association and taken up in the union meetings, discussed 
there. arid brought to the association for its approval· or . ·. 

·- - ' ' 

. rejection ... 2. We recommend.· that. all resolutions shall 
' •, ' ' • ' ' ' A 0 ' ' 

still be considerecl·with care and then'passed upon. ·, · · 
. . · · ·· ·Respectfully Subm~tted, · · · · · ' 

. ·. B. F .. CLINE, Chairman. · . 
' . - . ' . ' ' - . . ' ' -

· . ' ... The abovereporl was adopted and committee dis.:. . 
charged. · · · • ·. _• ·• .· ·. · · ·· ~ • · ·. · · : ' · · 

· FINANCE We your committee on Finance· beg 
- .. le~ve 'to submit the following report: ·we have colleCt-

. ed from the various churches topa{ the expense • of'·· 

. ' 

' .. ' 

• 

• 

' ' 

. . 

·having· the minutes printed $15.00. . . - . - . ' , ' ' 
I -- . 

' 
Respectfully SubirJitted, ·.·. ·· · . . . 

.. . . · . ·· , . ·. . . B. C. • GUIN, Chairman .. 
. . . The report of the-Finance coium:J.ttee was· adopted .·· 

and the committe discharged. · . · · ·. · · · · ·. · · · · · 
' . ' 
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' ' • -
. -. . . ' - . 

· Moved that the. Clerk superintend the printing of 
J~he minutes and tnat he. haee .00 copies printed. Motion 

.. / .. "•' , ··'' .. _.: ' --.· c;a.fried.~:·-- -- : __ ~ > .-,'~--:· ~ ·--·-:---- .---·.!·,·,;·_~·--:_-__ -_;·:.-_:':_ .. _.:. 

' -' _-- ·M:oved in order that Rev. G. B. -Ta'ylor preach · 
<\ • ,, ' I ' I • \ • 

.·the' introductory sermon 'at the next association. Motion· 
• . carried: : ; .• '; .;: ., ; ... ···•··. , .. ; 

· ...•.. · •.. •_; 'Moved in. order hat R~v .. n'. ,.n. W( .. Hollis· preach .. '' 
t4e ~ntrq<J!lGtory gt the next .unjo~. meeting; ' Motion·._· 
ca;ried; · ··· ... ··. ·' · .. · · - · ·: 

- .. • , I . ' • -. , 

.· .. 'On motion the moderator appoint a cmnmittee to .·.· 
- .•.. v,.,_ .. H_,,,.._ •• , .. ·: -·: .. __ -_- .._,. ,_. _ .. 

I . . . . · qr,~)V l.!P ~ome :r~soll!tiops. ···The. motion was carried and 
the following·committeewas named A. J. Sanders, ·D; l ' 

I 

' I 
I 
I 
' ' 

' I . . . 
' ' 

I -
I 

i 

' I 

' 

I 

.. G. W. Holli.s, ~·. d. Gui}1, ~nd ~·;,F. Cline. · . . • I . 

.. ·· · ·. • On' motion, the'moderator appoint ac·omm.itteeto , .·. · 
.- · · • dr~ft ~n ll,W~!ldment to· the 'constitution .. The moti6_n ·was· . ' . 

·.··carried and the .following committee was named::'.D .' G._ .. · 
W. Hollis B.''C; · Guin and: J .· F'. McGee. :•· .. ··•·· > • ·· .·. 

. · . ·.•-: Mov~d that the moder~tor appoint corresponding 
- • I . ' 1- • - • , • , • 

d,~l¢ggt€!s to the ~ister associations.· ·The following :were 
• . 1 -

appo~11eq: · · · • · · · ·· · · • · · ·· · · ·· ·· ' · .. · · 
, ' \ • • I 

· •.. To Mt. Moriah Association B. F. Cline and· Rev;·· 
. D;. G. ·w.:·Hollis; '· .·· · ,:.,. · ·• ··• •·• ·• · · '·' , .• ,·,·. •· .. · 

• • 

· .' • To tate Line' Association · S. P. Hollis and A. M. 
.I '" . . . . . ·--·.· Pe· nni'ngton·.·.·._. · .. , ... ,.- ··-~·-.<·:· ~--. __ -:<:. -. ..,,_ • ··,· .•. -.· ·l.~·'.·~ -·. Jt ..• ~ .. --~ .·: 

' . ' . .' . .. - . ' - ' - . - ,•' ; .-

' . . •-··.· To State Line 1Association. S. P. Hollis and A; l\'[ 
..•. -·'·_1:·.·--·:·:r .-: ·. ·. and- J . W . Adair. · . . • · · .. ·. · : · . . . 

, · ... ·.·.· - · Qp. motion, tlie moderator appoint fl.' Committee 
··. .to ascertain whether • Union-· Chapel· wishes . to remain .· 

inthi~·association. The motion·wastcarried'and thefol.: _·. · 
' lQWil,'lg ~ommittee was appointed:· .-.W:; w:; · Barnes a~d 
·---~~-F-. -PlfPe:·:_. __ ;'".· :·.-_ .. ~ ->.--- · ·_!-I·· ·· .--,-- \ i·. -- ~-- ·, ··--

.. . ' - . . 

. ·. Called for the REPORT OF THE COMMI'J.'TEE 
' ' ' . . . ' i ' . . . ; . ' . ' ' '. \ . ' . 

· -ON· RESOLUTIONS and'the following was read: 
·. '? ~"'fBe"it:R~solved by the ~ody of this Association, -

. ' - ·) '. ~- . '1 .. .. _ .. ': -: • ! : ., ; f ~ ~ ' ( 8 j .·. '·) ;~ ' ' ·. ,.; : ~ . ' r: • •-

r • _ • ' ,• ' 1 :t·· ' . • . . ! ~ .; 
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• .. · CCN~TITUTION.' 
" ' 

' -' .. ; - . ' 
• . ' I 

• 

. . . ' '· ' . - ' ' . . ' -.' '. . ._ ' ." ,-, '- ' .. '",_ '• ' ' ' . .. - ·_ 'i'·. ... 

.· .. - -· Section.· 1.. This Association shall · be._ known as 
' ' 

. the. Vernon 'Free- WilL Baptist Association of Alabama, -.· · · .· · 
·.··.'and being com,posed\ of·.· d~legates ·.·from the 'different 
· _·:·.·Churches : forinihg the 'same,· ·ea~h Church_bei~!r en- : ·.·. 

· ti tied to' three delega:tes. ·. · . . -· · ' ·. · _, · · . . · · 1 . -. ·. · •. . · . · · • 

. . .. ·. ·· · :2. This body shall- be considered an aCivisory . _·· . 
c~uncil, but having no_authority over the affairsof the 

• ..... - •. •' ' ' . ' ' ... t' - -

·churches, unless they. depart from the Articles of Faith·. 
1 - ' ' ' ' ' .. - . - ' . i ' 

·of this association: In ·case any church ·departs from ·. 
Uie ·• Articles· of·. Faith· and supports. doctrines·. of . heresy; . 

· or allows any minister of her body to tea'ch doctrine not · · · 
in keeping with our ArtiCles of Faith; the same' shall be 
dealt \vith by 'this Associationa.s it may see proper ac-

. ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

cording to the teachings'.of the Bible~ - . · · . ; . 
3. Each Church is this-Association shall b~ con- .. 

. . . . . . ' 
· sidered an advisory body and shall. control. its own inter- . 

_ · nal affairs' in m~tters -()f dscipline, etc, though the Asso- . 
' , L , ', • ' , o ' • • , , • ' - • ·• , , ' 

· ciation shall rule in matters ·of. doctrine arid general in- .. 
. . . ' - -. - -. . . - . , \ I .. ' , ' ' . . . 

terest, though the Church may in extreme cases call 'in 
· aid froin sister Churches. · · . . , i . 

' . . ' ' . ' ' - \ 

. 4. All questions of doctrine: and · matters . of 
. general intere~t shall· be. settled by. a 'two-third· vote of 
the Association, and.· the'. decision shall be' final.· . , ·. -· · ' 

· · . • · , 5. The -officer~ of his Associ~ti~n ·.shall be a / 
' - .. , ' ' . . ' . 

· ·Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be chosen at 
I , ' . . . . 

each sessjonby a majority· vote. > • . . . 

' · .. · 6. This Association shall meet annually at such ·· ·. · 
~ . time ·and piace as maybe agree~ upon by a previous. an· · · 

. ' 

; · nual. session, and· shall. not adjoun finally until, all the ·. ·- . . ' ' . . ' ' . 
business is transacted. 

· 1: Churches wishing to .become members of this 
' 
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• • . I 

--
' ' -• • I 

' - ' ' . 

' . -Association. must ad pot its Article of 'Faith and con-
. . . ' '. • • ' . ---· -- -'.! ' ' i 

form to ,its usages. , .· · · ·. · · ·· .•. · ··. ·. ' · · 
' ·,·.· \ ; - .. :; ·,__ ' .. 

. 8. ,we agree as Churches of ths Association to · 
, ' , - - I . . ' . . - . . , ' l r 

·.use· our best influennce· to promote the interest . of all 
moral ·and b~nevolent ·institutions;'. such as he· Temper· 

. ance Cause, Sabbath Schools, Missionary Work, &c.·· .. ··.··· . 
. ·'\' ' .. '-. ·' .-, .. -.· 

.- • - • • - • ' j • '' ' . ' '- •• - -- f 

· . . 9 .. No member of:this Associationshall be eligi-
- ' . . ' . ,. ' -. ' ' 

ble to the office. of Moderator more than, two successive 
' ' . - ' .. , . . . 

w . • • ' • \ - . - ' 

sessions, · unless no other member ~s · competent, to · act. 
m that· c~pacity. .· · · · · \ ·· •·.· · · · · · · · ·. · · · 

~ . \. ' . ', '· ,. ,, ;'· , .... , .,_-
.. 

. . .. 
. , ' ', f ' ' ,' '. . ' ' ' ' ' 

: . . . RULES OF DECORUM. . 
' . . . - . - . I . 

- ' ' ' . 

' 

' • 

. . 

• ' ,I 

. " - • 

. . . . Article 1. · ';I'his Associat'ion shall be , .called to' .·. · 
order by· the Moderator who· presides. :').t .the las session · 

. • • . ' -. • 0' . ' - • ' - ' ' • . 

Former Clerk .shalFalso officiate uritil.the body' is 'fully·. · ' 
organized .. · ·. · . . . . · . · ' · · · · , .· . . . • · . .. 

' ' _. . .. ' . . - . ' - . . . -- ' -

~- • 2. The 1 AssociatiOn shall be opened and closed 
· with- ~inging and· prayer ... · · ·· · · . . ' · · · · .. · . 

. . .·. 3. ·The Moderator and Clerk· shall be chosen' by. 
. ' ·, ' 

ballot at each session of the Association. · A majority 
of vot~s by the delegates present elects ... ··. · .. · · · ·· .. 

· · · 4. The names of the· delegates from the different 
· Churches ; shall be enrolled and called as oftEm · ~s rieces.:. · .· 

sary during the session ... ·.'· . ;· . ' ' . . . . . . . 
: 5. A majority of the delegates present shall rule· 

in all cases, except in the reception of Churches into our 
' . . . ' 

body,' then it must be unanimous. · · ·· · , ·. · .· ·. . 
' ' - ' . ' ' ' . '- -

. 6 .. The Moderator shall not be .allowed to vote, 
· · except in case of a .tie; and then· he shall give the de- . 

ciding vote.· He . sha.'ll be entitled· to speak , on any. ques;.; . · .· 
tion ·after others· have spoken, providing he appoints . 

· some one to the chair while he is speaking. · · . 
.·· '. . 7. · Only one person shalLspeak at the same time, '·. 

. I (11) . . .· ·. . . . . ..... · 
' 

I 
' ' 

' ' ' . 
' ' ' . 

• . . 
' ' 

• 

' 

/ 
' * ·-

' 

• 

• 

. . 
• 

• 

. . 
V" 

- ' '\ ·. 
I 



r ' 

' 
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' ' 

' ' ' ' • 
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' ' ' I , 

·who shall rise and address the Moderator. · 

' 

- . . . ~ 8~ 'No brother shall be interrupted while speak-
·- l-·· •.• ),, '~----tl ·~ .: · .. ··-_·· "'. '. ' 

. ing, unless he departfroin the subject under discussion . 
- I , . , - ~ ' ' ',' ' - ' , - - ' . ' - . ' - . . ' .. , I ' .. ,. . . I . ' 

. or·~s~ worq.'s of personp,Jreflectjop.~ . ·.· ... ·.··. ··. '·: .. ·· .. ·· · 
' " : 9: .. 'N"o','persori s~'an be' entitled to speakmore than ' 

• · ' - • ' " • ' J · \. 1 I, , 0 , , I ~ 0 • 'I • , , , l _ . o I -

twice on tlie' simie. subjeCt,. without leave· from ·the Asso-. -·-····- ., .. - -··· ..... ~- - ·-- ,-.- '" ...... ' .. 
• - .. ,. '·' -,··~ 1~- 1'''# '•' •-- ·'·· ...... - '"•' -- . . ' '' 

.c1atio~, :nor ·~<)r~ · th.~!l ~5 minutes ~t; ~ iim~> ·. ·. . . . . 
· ··.. · · ·1~. ··;~o· ~eippeY · spap hi~ii·h or· FMk _rluri11g the 

' ti~e the debate' is''gbirig. on!' .· , ... ~· '. ' ' ' .. ·. .. . . · .. · 
:• ' ·if: :,No' ineml:ler 1 sh~ll absent himself frbm the· 
. I - ' . '. . ' -- . . . , - • •. '. • '. . . ~ . ' . .. ·- . . ' - . - . . . 

Association. without~ leave·~from·the Mod~rato1._ '. . .... 
\ - . ' -... ' •. ' ' . . . ' -F . . 

--~--~--~~~--~--~-~-

' . 

. . 

' 
• ' ' I . . , . 

ARTICLES OF F Al'fH. -. · 
It. -·---'.11 .. - -·· 

•. ·-. ·' ~ :,.·' • l' ' ' ·. • : ,,. -~ • ' ... -
~ 

-
• 
• 

' 

I · - I 

. ·· .. Article 1. . We beli~ve there is one tru·e. and living., 
' ,, ···•• i ,· •. ·• -,-·•'' .• ··- ~ •.• _, '' ,' ;' . '. 

God,· who·· is the. Supreme Ruler of· heaven al1d· earth,.· 
•. ,; ·.,"1. f· .. ,.-··'•'. ] ......... ··-·:··--- ''!,--_. ' ' ': '' ' . ' . 

·~.- / . self-existent Creator' of· all ·things;·. and revealed under .·· 
. '- -; : -~ . . ~. - . ' . ' .. ··- . ~ . . ~ . ' . ; : . - ' . ' ' - -

' . 

' 

. . 
' 

" 

the personal ·distinction · of Father, . Son · and ··Holy · 
'-. . -. . ' ' ' - ' . ' . . ' - - ' . ' 

·Ghost,· equa! ~n every· q~vin~ perfection, apd. existing in· 
' . ' . ' ; ' . . ' - . . - " . 

. distinct' but harmonious offices in. the great work .of 
' . . . ' ' ' . - ' ' ' ' • 

· · redemption. . '. ·. . . . ·• . : . . . 
·.· • ;.a. :Web~Fev~ theJioly.Biblewaswritten.by men 

. divinely in~pired,. ~p.q. is. a. perfect treasurer' of. heavenly 

. instruct~pn; that. !t r~.s God -for its. author, Truth for its .. 
matter, and Salvation:for)ts ·end; that it reveals the 
- · · · ~ .,. I -...- .. ,._ h • • ·- • - , _. • ,_ . , . _ 

principles by which God. will judge us, and tperefore is · 
and .shall remain. to th~. end of. this world . the centre. of .. ' .. -.. - ... ··~- ·' .. · ' . - _,_ . . ' ' ' - ~ . - . . . 
''''' • • ' , I ' , 

Chr~st~a.P. l.J.I1~op,, thE.! s1.1preine. stand,ard pY which all 
humari conduct, creeds and opinions. :will be tried;;' .. · .. , 

. ' ' .·- • • ' . " ' ,I .- • ' 

· · .· .. · · 3. · 'WeJ::>E1Heve that· man :w~s created holy, under 
. the Jaw of his 'Maker, but from voluJ:ltary transgression 

' . ··--·· ... -•, . ····--· ··-' -~. - ' . ·,· ' ., . 

. fep froni th~t pa,ppy ~tat~ ... in~.cop.seqtience :of which, all 
mankind are' now depraved, and wholly· unable of their 

, • ' , ,' ', .; " '" '· , ·' •I ', ', >: \ - • • ," •' , • " • 

own free will. a.nci a.biljty to r~cover themseJyes from the . , ' ' . . . . . . . 

•· . . . ': . . ' . ( 12) . .. . . . .. 
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' . 
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' . 

• 
' 

' 

• 

' ' 

• 
' 

' . -
• 

' 
' ' . ' ' . - ' - '' • • 

fallen st~te in ~hiCh they are by nature. ' • .. 
·. · · 4. ' W ~ believe that Godh~snot fixed the· future 

'-:' . ' _. '•'•- . ' '·: ._ ,'' ':·-:·-~ -;~' _· .. '. __ ._,- __ '\ -·-

state' of mankind' by an' absolute' iind .unconditional de-
.. - , , • , . : .. · . • · • • • • • , • I · ' ' , ' '' . • •, I •- ~ ., , · -_ . ·.- .· 

· cree, but salvation is offefed in the Oospel.}ree t~ all, 
and if sinriers are lost forever it wilr ba their own :fiuilt.· . . . ' ' 

' ••·• -·· ,1,•_-_ .• ;:; ... -- •..• _,. • • 

. . ·. 5. We. beiieve that Christ by his death and suf-
.-~.. ". ,' - ·.· .. ,' .- _. . . _- - •' . ' 

fermg made an atonement for the sms of. all mankmd 
' ' in gener~i. and, every. individual. iU. particular, however,. 

that n.onebut those who believe in Him can be partaker's 
: : . ! t r . ' . • • , . ·- · · . - . - . 

· · · of the divine benefits. , . · · · 
. •· I . .. 

' ' . . 
:6. We believe. that· true' faith cannot I proceed 

. from the exercise of our natural faculties and powers,- or 
from the'force.. and operation· of free will, since man,. in 

· · consequenceof his natural corruption, is incap~ble either 
• of thinking· or doing anything . spiritually . good. · · . 

, . . . ,;·· . • . - ; . ·: - ., . ' . -. ,· .'•· I ~ :. , ;_ . ·. " '> . . , :' . . ' 
· ·. . ·· . 7. We believe in the g~neral application of the 
., ·· '-' ·• , .:. :.} ···•. ··· .:.''lC I 

·· Grace of God to fallen nian 1suffiiciently. to enable him, 
·- ,', •• I .-·, ·,·' . '• ;-·• ,, ::.··:: ·' ', 

' 

morally ap.d actually,· to. obey . the requirements of the· 
·hw.of liberty. Jas. 1:15; this :ls toactsaving.Jaith.· 1 

.. -' ·, -- l ' . . ' ' ... -. ··. ' 

. John. 1 :9; 'however, none but those who believe, or ac-; 
·. quiesce, in Christ will b esaved .tHereby Acts.' 17:32; 
· Roms: 2:19; John 3:19. · · · 

• - I -, , , ' , . ,' ' • • ,, ~ , : ' ' - ' - . ' -

· 8 .. We. believe .in. the free moral agency of man:, 
. : ' .. - . -'.' - '' . ' l '- . ' : .. - ' ' 

by the grace of God, before arid after ·conversion,· that 
he is.·Iaid .under no invincible necessity, >})y his Creator, 

' ' ' . . . . ' . . 

t6 act .in any. give'ri 'way; that if he ·lives after the flesh 
he ~hall' die, but if he through the Spirit do rriortify the . 

. deeds of the body he shalHive, and therefore man is al~ 
-, - .·· ., ••L·-'''" ·'····~:i·,,·•·, 

. ·. :ways a proper subject. of, admonition and exhortation. 
- . . ' •. . - · • ' :: . ' · •· · · '. '· I · · , · I · .-· 

Heh. 11:12-13;, Rom, 12:14 ;- Mark .·13 :12; Eie. 18:24; 
Rev. 2 and 3 chaps.; Eze, 33:13 and 28; 1st Tim. 4:1; 

·. He b. 3 :5; ist Cor. 1 :12 and 22; ·1st Pet. l:lo; .. 
. . . . 9. We belie~e that a visible Church of Christ is 
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• 

·, .. a congregation of believers, associate<! by covenant in 
the faith of fellowship of the Gospet' observing the or- · · · 
dinances cif Christ, .governed by His laws, and exercising 
the gifts, rights and privileges .invested in theni by His 
word'; that its or{ly prop~rofficers are bishops, or pastors 

. · .. and deacons, whose qualifications and- duties are· defined 
' in the Epi~tles to Timothy and Titus. . · · .. ·. ·. · . . _.· _ ·· . 

.. , 10. · . We believe that Christian baptism is immer-
t ·. ' ' - . 

sion in.water, in thenameofthe Father Son·and Holy 
Ghost; and .that 'believers are the proper subjects. . . 

· . · ·. ·•. lL ·. We· believe the Lord's Supper is. of perpetual - - •, 

· .· obligation, by which \the members of' the Church, in the 
; ease of· bread and wine, are to 'commemorate togethel·'. 

' ' . ' . ' ' . . ' ' ' ' 

·the dying love· of ·Christ, preceded . always by solemn · 
self examination. . . . . , · . · · . · . ' ·. ·· _· . 

! f • ' • .• ' • - - ' • .' -, '. - • • 

· .. 12 .. We believe in open and free communion, and 
' ' - ' ' . \ . ' _. : .. 

. ·the church of our body are authorized, through their 

• 

• 

· · · .. • pastors, to Invite• Chris-tians of all orthodox.· Churches . . . 

·. who are in· good· standing in. their respective Churches, . 
to commune with us at.the Lord's table. . . 

, , - . , I , . ' -

· • . 13. We . believe in the resurrection of the dead 
· . ·. and the general-judgment'; that the joys of the righteous 

· · . and imnishment of the wicked will be. eternal; upon the . 
principles of grace. and justice. . ' ·, ' . 

' . . • 
• • 

• . ' ' I . • ' \ ' •' ' ' 

LIST OF ORDAINED-MINISTERS .. · •. , 
D. ·G. w. Hollis ...... ; ........... R. 1, Bedford, Ala . 

. ' G. B. Taylor .......... ~ .... · ...... R. 1, Melhorn,: Ala . 
' ' ' . . . . ' ' . '- ~ ' ' . ·-T: M. Lollar . ; · .......... ; . . .. . . . . . . . . R; 1, Covin, .Ala.· · . . 

• 
' .. ' .- . 

. ' . ' -

. . ' .. ' 

.··. STATISTICAL. TABLE OF THE VERNON· FREE.· 
• · • ·., 

1WILL BAPTIST 'ASSOCIATION OF. 1914 .. 
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' ' . . ·-:: .. _: .:.. ' . 
' . . ' . . • 

---:--,....--\ . . . . ' ' . 
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County,· Ahi, n'of repre-
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• Vernon Church,. Lamar 
. . 14 . 
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. ' .. 
, sen ted; .. · ·· " ' 

' , ,, . . I 
'. ,. .' ., -,,_·.•-(_ 

. - .. -. Springfield church, Lamar County, ,1\Ja., 'S; P . 
• - . . . , -. , \ ......... , 

Hollis, J. L .. Gault, A. M. Pennington, Delegates; S. · P. _ 
Hollis,. Bedford, Ala., Cl~rk; Baptized .. ; Received by 

. • . I . .. . - . -

-- letter .. ; Dismissed by letter ; . ; Dropped . : ; Deceas-
ed . ~ ; Day of Meeting 2; Total number members', .. : ; 
Received for minutes $3.; Paid Pastor . •· . . . : . · · · -

. . . . . . -·. ' . . . . . . . .. . 
: . ·. Union Chapel Church; Lamar County, not repre- · · 

. . . ' ' ' ' '· ' . ' ' . - . ' ' ' 

sented. . · 
' •. ·, . ·. . . ·- . - ' 

. Mt. Harmony Church, Lamar County; Ala., R F. 
' - ' I , I -

-- Cline, B. C. Guin, J. F. McGee, delegates; D. G. W. Hollis, 
- . ' ' . . ' 

' - ' ' J ' ' 

. · Bedford, Ala., Pastor;' s. G. Johnson, Fernbank, Ala . 
Clerk; -Baptized- .. ;. Received by letter .. ; Dismissed by 

' - ' - .. • ' • ' J • • ,• ' ' J ' " 

letter :. ; Dropped 8 ;. Deceased 2; Day· of Meeting 3; 
·. \' ·-._· -:·· .·.'.·_ .. '.- ·_ 

Total number members 126; Received for minutes $3. · _ 
' . . ' ' 

' 

Paid Pastor . · ... · . ·· __ • 
. ' ' _.- . . : ' - . . 

----- ·.·_ Mt .. Pleasant Church, Lamar· County, Ala., J. H .. · 
\ ' . " ' ' ' . 

Stacy, A~ J. Sanders, J. T. Baxter, delegates; T. ,M. _Lal-
las, Covin, Ala., Pastor; C. L. Adair, Vern on, Ala., Clerk; · 
-Baptized- 4;- Received _-_by· letter.-~·. ; -Dismissed by .letter· 

/ 

• 

• 

• 

.. ; Dropped · .. ; Deceased : . ; Day of Meeting 1; Total J · • 

number of members 107; Received for minutes, $3. ; 
· Pai_d Pastor $24.75. · · . . ·- ' 

' . 

. · -- Friendship. Church, ·Lamar County, Ala., R. · T. :· 
. I . . . . . 

Green, L; W. Barrow, delegates; D. G. -W. Hollis, Bed:-. . 

ford, Ala., -Pastor; b. T. Green, Steen, "Miss., Clerk;· Bap- ·_ · 
tized .. ; Received by letter ·: . ; Dismissed by letter·, . ; · 
Dropped .. ; Deceased .. ; Day of Meeting 4; Total num- . 
her members .... ; Received for minutes $3.; Paid pastor. 

' . . ' ' . ' - ' ' . 
. . •. . '. ~-. . .. - . . ' ... 

• 

__ I ' 
. I . 

• • 

-- ' ' 

· Liberty Church,~·· Lamar ·_ County, Ala., . J. S. · 
Yearly, G. C. Lawrence, W. W. Barnes, delegates; n: G.- . -

' 

' ' ' -

. ' 

• • -,' ·.·15'·.--

' ' . 

• . . 
. . . 
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W. Hollis, Bedfor~ •.. AJ~·, Pastor; J. )\icClency, Vernon, 
. ' ' . i J ,. • ' • ' ' ' -. • ' 

Ala.,. Clerk;. Baptized 1 ; Received by letter ; . ; ,Dismissed 

. ' . 

by letter 4 ; . Dropped . ; .. ; Deceased .· .. ; Day of. Meeting 
· . ·· ; Total·. J1l11Ilber niemb~rs . 92 ; . Received for l\finutes 
~3· :'; P~id pastor . . . . . · · 
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