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PROCEEDINGS 
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Thirty-Fourth. Ariri~al Sessioh 
of the. • ' • 

• 

• '1er11on • 
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Free~ Wilf:Baptist Association 
' " ,, \ ~ . ~· ,. 

he!d with .. . • 

Liberty Church 
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Lamar Cotinty;Ala. 
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l'HOCBElHNGS. 
Tho thirty-fifth annual session of the Vernon Freewill Baptist 

. .Asscc;r:tion was held with Liberty church ·October 16th, 17th 
and 18th, 1915. ~ 

'i he introductory sermon \1 as preached by Rev .. D. G. \V. 
Hollis, texf Romans 8th chapter 13th verse, after which there' 
11 as an intermission of one hour for refreshmen't.s. 

At 2 o'clocks the Associa~ion convened according to adjourn
_mcut. The :Moderator being absent it was moved and carried 
that Rev. D. G. W. Hollis act its Moderator pro tem, after which 

' the congregation sang :>. ~c!l_:; a::1 Bro. L: \V. Barrow led in prayer . 

• 

The Association proceeded to pe.rmanent organization by call
ing for letters from the various churches. The roll Of churches 
was c·alle:l-and letters b.andcd in and read and names of delegates 
as per statistical table. 

Open the door· of the Association for the reception of nev/ 
!!h urchcs into our body. Received· none. 

The Association being formally organized they proceeded to 
elect Moderator, .Clerk and Corresponding Secretary, whereupon 
Bro. R. N. Yearby was elected l\loderator; S. G. Johnson, Clerk, 

. -
.and S. P. Hollis, Corresponding Secretary. 

The officers elected came forward and after a few appropriate 
remarks by the ,Moderator took their. seats and proceeded with . . - -

the business of the Association in the following order: 
·Called for c-orresponding ri1essengers from sister Associations. 

None present.• ' 
' . 
Called for visiting brethren of other denominations, where-

upon Rev. T. G. Harrison came forward and the Moderator in
' ited him 'to a seat with us to aid in counciL 

On motion. it was agreed that the l\Ioderator be empowered 
• 

to appoint all committees, whereupon the following were ap-. . 
11oin ted: 

On Arrangements-Brothers S. P. Hollis, \V. \V. Barnes and 
.J. \V. Adair with the deacons of Liberty church . 

• 
On· Documents and Order of Business-D. G. W. HoU:i.s, A. J 

• 

Sanders and T. J. Adair, with.the Moderator and Clerk . 
' 

On Publication and Literature-A. J. Sanders, W. D. Wheeler 
' 

and L, '\V. Barrow. 
On Temperance-S. P. Hollis, J. H. Guyton and J. W. Gra

ham. 
; On Deceased ::Vlembers-S: G .. Johnson, J. W. Adair, W. W. - . 

Barnes. · -
On Sabbath Schools-J. W. Graham, T. J. Adair and L. W . 

• 

Barrow. _ . 

• 

On Credentials-R. N. Yearby, J. W. Adair, W. D. Wheeler. 
On Queries and Resolutions-S. G . .Johnson, A. J. Sanders 
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a!Hl .J.. H. Guyton, 
On Finance~S. P. Hollis, J .. H. Guyton.and J; W. Adair. 

Report of Committee on Arrangmnents. 
\Ve, your Committee on Arrangements, beg leave to submit 

' the following report: \Ve recommend that Bro. T. J. Adair 
preach at 9 o'clock in the morning and Rev: D. G: W. Hollis at 
11 o'clock. and Hev. T. G. Harrison at 3 o'clock in the evening 

· llespectfully submitted, s: 'P. HOLLIS, Chairman. 
·The committees all being appointed a Presbytery procee:led · · 

to ordain Bro. J. S. Yearby as Deacon of Liberty church . 
• 

A motion was made to adjourn until 9 o'clock Monday morn
ing. Then a hymn was sung and prayer was offered by the Mode 
erator, after whiCh the benediction was pronouncetl. 

SUNDAY SEHVICBS. • 

. · . " Sunday morning by 9 o'clock there had gathereJ a good con
gregt~·r.ion ::md Rev. T. J. Adair preac:1cd, text Jonah 2nd chapter 
and 9th v.erse . 

' At 11 o'clock Rev. B. G. Taylor occupied the stand and . 
preached to a large congregation, usin,g, for ;1.. text the latter clause 
of the 19t hand 20th verse of Neimi:lh, after which the Lord's 
Supper w~s administered ·to a host of partal\er~. At the conclu
sion of the services tho congregation v:as dismisseJ for recreation 
and refreshments. 

At 3 p. m. ·Rev. T. G. Harrisor. occupied tbe stand and used 
. . . 

for a text the 84th Psalm 11th and 12th verses. His sermon was 
listened to· by quite a large congregation after which Dr. G. \V. 
Vaughn made a short talk. 

:\IOXDAY :\lOHXIXG. 
The Association met pursuant to ntljournment. c\fter sin"

in;; prayer was ofl'ered by Rev. G. B. 'l'aylor. 
The Clerk called tl1e roll and a quorum of lleleg'tltes b~ing 

present the :.\Toclerator called for the regular order or business. 
:\loved ;n order tl:at Bro. V. I. Crawfonl of :\lt. Harmony 

clinrch, tal:e the place ·of Bro. 'IV. D. Wheeler, who was called ofr 
on :n:count of oirlmess in his family. :\lotion carried. 

:\loved in onler that we omit the reatlin3· of the minutes of 
Saturday's session. l\lotion carried. 

' · On motion report of committees was called for. 
Re-pot·t ~;f Cilmmittee ou Documents and Order· of Bus!ncss. : 
We, your Committee on Documents and On1er of Business,· 

beg reave to submit the following report: 
• 

1st. '\Ve recommencl the former order of business. 
2nd. \Ve recommend that the next session of this Association 

be ::eld wit:1 Nt. Harmony church beginning on Saturday before 
the third Sunday in October, 1916. We recom·mend that the 
union meeting .be held with ·l\Tt. Pleasant church on t'-atur:l::ly be-
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fore 
• 

the 
3rd. 

first 
We 

Sunday in August, 1916. 
recommend tha't each church 

• 
elect anq send dele-

gates to the union meeting. . 
4th. We recommend that the union meeting shall lle the 

}Jlace to discuss all doctrinal question pertaining to the good .of 
the Freewill Baptist cause. . 

5th. \Ve recommend that each and every church in our As
sociation appoint a. tlnance committee to act with and assist the 
t~eacons of their respective churches in supporting their minis
ters and financing their churches with funds necessary to meet 
the needs of their cause. 

' 
6th. \Ve recommend and insist that each church in this As-

sedation contribute to the educational support of our young•. . . . 

ministers to ·the amount of lifty cents per capita for each mem
ber in their respective churches. 

7th. \Ve recommend an amendment to the first section of . •' ' 

our constitution so as to allow us five delegates instead of three 
as 'the constitution now provides. 

8th. .\Ve recommend that the Clerk superintend the printing 
of our minutes and that. he have two hundred copies printed 
where he can get it done best, cheapest and quiclrest and he be 
allowed five dollars for his services. 

Respectfully submitted, D. G. W. HOLLIS, Chairman. 
The above report was. received and :committee discharged:· 

. . . . . 
then the report was taken and read. by. sections and adopted as 

. ' ' ' . 
read. · 

Heport. of Committee on l'uhlications nml I,itet·ature. 
\Ve, your Committee on Publication and Literature, beg leave 

to submit the· following: 
Vle need a better system of publication for .the benefit of our 

churches and we feel the need· of a better.·system of education 
that our young ministers may prepare themselves to preach the 
gc spel more fully. 

Respectfully sullmitted, A. J. SANDE:RS, Chaivman. 
The report was received and committee discharged. · The re-

port was ·adopted as read. · 
Uepo1·t of Tempel'l'lnce Committet'. 

\Ve; your Committee on Temperance, find the cause of tem
pen1nce on the increase, an·d let us urge and use every effort that 
we can to drive intoxicating liquors from our land and pray all 
brethren of all denominations to, do all in their power against this 
great ev.il that is so destructive. in its nature; and as we see it~ 
degenerating power over our young and rising generation we 
therefore ask the help of all Christians to aid us in destroying 
this .g-reat evil from our land. . 

ReRpectfully submitted, S. P. HOLLIS, Chairman. 
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4. 
Th·e report was received and committee discharged. The re-

port was then adopted as• read. · 
Heport of Committee on Deceased l\Iembers . 

We, your Committee on Deceased Members, beg leave to sub
mit tr.,e following report: 

~We find that our Heavenly Father has called from among us 
two of our co-laborers, to-wit: Bro. \V. H. Prater and Sister Alice 

• 

Bobo of l\It. Harmony church, to~ their eternal home during this 
a:ssociational year. \Ve mourn the dep:nture of our beloved 
brother and sister, but we trust that our loss from among us is 
their eternal gain. \Ve bow in sumble submission to the will of 
Him who doeth all things well. · 

'Dear brethren in Christ, our laborers are increased by the 
less cf tllcse,. t:ur beloved sister and brother. Therefo.re let us 
strive to 2.ccomplish the work once· assigned to· them. Having~ 

~paid the last tribute of respect to them let us endeavor to meekly. 
~say "Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." Let 
the churct es of the Ass·ociation contribute to the wildows· and or
phans who are in destitute condition. 

~Respectfully submitted, S. G. JOHNSON, Chairman. ~ 

The report was received and committee· discha-rged. Then 
. the report was adopted~ as read. 

' 
Report· of Committee on Sabbath Schools. 

Committee on Sabbath Schools reported as follows: 
\Ve, your Committee on Sabbath Schools, beg leave to submit 

the following: 
After a careful investigation we find· but very little interest 

taken in Sabbath Schools, there being only one Sunday Sc.'lOol in 
ou;· Association. Therefore we· urge upon al! delegates to insist 
up.:m C1eir churches to~ organize and sustain a Sunday School iu 
each and· every church. . 

Respectfully submitted, J. W. GRAHAM, Chairman. 
The· report 'vas ~received ~and committee· discharged. Then 

~ ~ 

the report was a·~opted as read. 
Heport of Committee on Crellent.ials. 

\Ve, your Committee on·Credentials, beg: leave to submit. the 
following: 

. ' After a careful investigation we find that all our nnmster,; 
are in goOd standing. · 

Hesl~octfully submitted, R. N. YEARBY, Ch:lir~man . 
• 

The report was received and committee discharged. Then 
the report was adopted as read. 

Heport· of· Committee on Querries mul Hesolutions. 
\Ve, your Committee on Querr.ies and Resolutions, submit 

the following: 

I 



• 

. · 

• 

-... 
We find that the following topic~> were taken< up at the 4nion 

meeting- held with . Friendship. church . on Saturday. before. the· 
fourth Sunday in August 1915. 

• 
1st. \Vhat can we do in ·our churches to create a .. better in· 

terest in the work that belongs to .the Lord? . The. decision was . 

that the respective churches :organize Sabbath Schools, prayer-
meetings and.: singing • choirs: 

2nd. What shall we do about the Association tlissolving? It 
was the decision· to hold together. 

3rd. What was .meant by the word fire that .John. spoke of'! 
• 

It \\'as the c'ecision that the fire sp-oken of by John the Baptist 
which Jesus was to ·baptize with, was an allegory which represents 
the love of Christ in our souls to the•consumption of all our sins. 

Res.pectfully submitted, S. G. JOHNSON, Chairman. 
The· report· was received and committee discharged. 

the report was adopted as· read . 
• 

Report of Committee .on: Pinance, 

Then 

· We, your Committee on Finance, beg leave to submit the fol- · 
:owing report: 

'Vo have collected from the various churches to pay the ex
Jlense-s of printing: the minutes $15.00. 

Hespectfn!ly submitted, S. P. HOLLIS, Chairman. 
Bro. D. G. W. Hollis then made a short talk· in which he 

stated that $15.00 was not enough to pay the expenses of having 
the minutes printed and pay the clerk for his trouble, after which 
the following brethren came forward. and paid. 2 5 cents each: 
John :.\f.. Ayres, T. B. Harrison; Dr.· G; \V. Vaughn, Elbert Jones, 
W. :.\f. Thomas and Pink Turner, making $16.50 in all; after 
which the report was received. and committee: discharged:. Then 
the report was adopted as read. 

Called For New Business . 
• 

' • 

~roved in order that this Association liberate Rev. G. B. 'fay-
lor to go and preach where lie could. ~lotion carried . 

. :\loved in order that Hev. G. B. Taylor preach the introductory-· 
sermon at the next Association. :.\lotion carried. 

:.\loved in order thata Bro:. T. J. Adair preach the introduc
tory sermon at the union meeting. :.\lotion ·carried: 

Move•d in order that the Moderator appoint a. committee to. 
dr?-ft the change in the constitution; :.\lotion carried; whereupon 
he made the following appointments: A . .T. Sanders, S. P. Holl!s 
and R. H. Yearby. 

:\loved in order that the Jioderator appoint dele-gates to the . 
sister Associations; whereupon the· following were appointed: 

To :ITt. l\loriah Association-Rev .. B. G. Taylor, 'r . .T. Adair 
:~nd ll. F. Cline. · 

To State Line Association-Rev. D. G. W. Hollis, Bros . .J. W . 
• 
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Atlair anu \V. \V. Barnes. 

:\Ioveu in 6rder that the money· be turi11~d over· to the clerk. · · 
:\iotio11 carried. · 

The fotlowing was read and adopted: '· 
Hesolvecl, That \Ve tender ·our thanks to the members of Lib

erty church and her surrounding citizen's and especially to the 
sisters for . their kindness •and hospitality shown us·· during our·· 
stay among them. ' 

· Hespectfully submitted, S. G. JOHNSON, Chairman. 
The business of the Association being finished a motion was 

made and carrie·d to adjourn to meet with l\H. Harm•ony church 
on Saturday beforelhe third Sunday in· October 1916. 

A hymn was sung >and the parting: hand was· taken amid tears 
of grief and joy. · · · 

S. G . .TOHNSOX, Clerk. H. N, YIDARBY, Moderator. 
List of ordained ministers-D. G. W. Hollis, Rt. 1, Bejford, 

c\la.; G. D. Taylor, Rt. 1, Melborne, Ala.; T; l\1. Lollar, Rt. 1, Co
vin, Ala. 

List of Licensed :\rinisters_:::_T. J. A·clair, Rt. 1, Vernon. Ala. 
'CONSTI'I'UTTON. · · 

Section 1. This Association shall be known as the Vernon 
Freewill Baptist Association of Alabama, and being composed of 
delegates from the different· churches forming the same,· each 
church being entitled to three delegates. · 

2. 'This body shall· be considered on advisory council, bttt .. 
having- no authority over the affairs of the churches·, unless they 
rev art from the Articles of Faith of tliis Association. In case any 
ell n rch departs from the Articles of Faitli and supports -doctrines 
of heresy, or allow. any minister of her body to teach doctrine not · · 
in keeping with our Articles of Faith, the same shall be dealt with 
by this Association as :t may see proper according to the teach
ings of the Bible. 

3. Each church in the Association shall be considered an ad
visory body anll shall control its own internal affairs in matters 
of discipline, etc., though the Aswciation shall rule in matter<. of 
L!ol'trinc and ~~eneral interest, though the church may in extreme. 
ca~es <·,111 ii1 aLl from sister churches. 

4. All questions of doctrine and matters of general interest 
sha.il be settled by a two-thirds vote of the Associatfon, and the 
decisiotl ·shall be final.· · 

5. The ofl:cers of this Association shall be a :\loderator, Clerlr 
and Treasurer, who shall be chosen at each se~sion by a majority 
\'Ote. 

G. This· Association shall meet annually at such time and . . 
pla.ce as may be agreed upon by a previous annual session. antl 
c>:ll : ct :,_::·otcrn i;atil rJl tl:c llnEiness is '.ransaeted. · 
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7. Churches wishing to llecome memllers of this Association 

Illl.\St adopt its Articles of Faith. and conform ·to its usages. 
' . . . . 

8. \Ve agree as churches of this Association ·to use our best 
influence to promote the interest of all. moral· and benevolent in
st~tntions; such as Temperance Cause, Sabbath Schools, :\1iss•ion-.· 
:1ry Work, etc ..... 

9. No member of this Association shall be eligible to the or
nee of the l\Ioderator more than two successive sessions,. unless 
no other memller is competent to act in that. capacity, 

UULES OJ<'. I>ECOHUl\1. .. 
Article 1. This Association shall be called tp order by the 

l\Ioderator who presided at .the last session .. F'ormer Cl·erk shall_, 
also officiate ·until the body is fully organized. . . 

l1.rtic!e 2. The Association shall be opened. an:l closed with. 
singing and prayer. 

Article 3. The Moderator anu Clerk shall be chosen by ballot 
at each session of the Association. A majority of votes by the 

. 1lelegates present elects. 

. Article 4. The names of -the delegates from the different . 
ehurches shall be enmlled and called as often as necessary during 
the session. 

. 
Article 5 .. · A majority of the delegates present shall rule in 

all cases, except in the reception of churches into our body, then 
it must be unanimous. .. ' .. - '' ,.. ; ' . . _-

Article. 6. The :\Ioderator shall not. be allowed to vote, ex-
.' 

tept in caEe. of a tie; and then he shall •give the deciding vote. 
He shall be entitled to speak on any question after others have . . . 

spoken, providing he appoints .some one to the chair. while he is . . . . . . . 

speaking. 
. . 

Article .7. Only one person shall speak at the same time, who 
· shall rise and address the :\'loderator. 

~ 

. .. . . 
Article 8. No brother shall be interrupted while speaking, 

unless he departs from the subject under discussion, or use words 
., ' . . ' 

of personal rellection. . 
Article 9. Xo person si1all be entitled. to speak niore than 

- . . . 
twice on the same subject, without leave from the Association, 

. ' ·' 
nor more than fifteen minutes at a time. 

Article 10 .... No member shall laugh or talk during the time 
' 

the debate is going on. . 
Article 11. No member shall absent himself from the Asso-

• 
elation without leave from the Moderator. 
• • 

ARTICI,ESOF FAITH. • 

Article 1. \Ve believe. there is one true and living God, who 
is the supreme ruler of heaven and earth,' self-existent Creator or · 
all things; and revealed under the personal direction of Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and ex-
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H. 
isting in distinct but harmonious offices in the great work ·of re-
demption. . 

Article 2. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men 
divinely inspired, and 'is ·a perfect treasure of heavenly instruc
tion; Lhat it has God for its author, Truth for its ma:tter, and 
Salvation for its end; that it reveals the principles by which Go:l 
will judge us; and therefore is and shall remain to the end of 

. this world· the center· of Christian union, the supreme standard 
by which all human conduct, creeds' and opinions will be tried. 

Article 3 .. 'Ve believe that man was·created holy, mder the 
law of his ::\Iaker, but from voluntary transgression fell from that 
happy· state, in: consequence· oe which, all mankind are now de
praved, and wholly unable of their own free will and ability to 
recover themselves· from the fallen state in which they are by 
nature. 

Article 4. We believe that God has not fixed the future state 
of manl\ind by· au absolute and unconditional decree, but salva-
tion is offered in the Gospel free to all, and if sinners are .lost 
forever it will be their own· fault. · 

Article 5. .We believe ·that Christ by His del!th and suffer
ings made an atonement for the sins of all mankind in gene:·al, 
and every individual in· particular; however,. that none but those 
who .believe in Him can be partakers of the divine benefits. 

Article 6. We believe that true faith cannot vroceed from . . 
<ne exercise of our natural faculties and powers, or from the 
foree and operation of free will, since man, in consequ£nce of his 
natural corruption, is incapable either of thinking or doing any
thing spiritually good. 

·Article 7. 'Ve believe in the gener•al application .of the Grace 
of God to fallen man sufficiently to enable him; morally ancl 
actually, to obey the requirements of the law of liberty. Jas. 
1: 15, this is to aet saving,. faith. John 1: 9, however, none but 
those who believe, or acquisce, in Christ will be saved thereby, 

' 
Acts 17:32; Romans 2:19; John 3:19. 

Article 8. lYe believe in ·the free moral a~ency of man, by 
the grace of Gotl, before and after conversion, that he is laid un
der no invincil>le necessity, by his Creator, to act in any given 
wny; that if he lives after the fiesh he shall die, but if he through 
t.he Spirit· to mortify the deeds of the body he· shall live, and, 
therefore man is always a proper subject of admonition anl ex
hortation. Heb. 11:12-13; R(Jln, 12:14; :\lark 13:12; Eze. 
18:24; Rev. 2,and 3 chapters; Eze. 33:13 and 28; 1st 'Tim. fl; 
He b. 3:5; 1st Cor. 1:12-22; 1st Peter 1: l 0. 

Article 9. \Ve believe· that· a visihle Chll'ch nf Cl1~·is' is a 
con-gregation of believers, -n~~sccL~t?(l b;: <--_yc:t:':t~- ~n :, ', ,, ~··, q:· 

· fellowship of the Gospel observing the ordinances of Christ, gov-
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erned by His Jaws, and exercising the gifts, rights and privileges 
invested in them by his word, that its only p.roper officers are 

. bishops, or pastors, and deacons, whose qualifications and duties 
are defined in the Epistle to Timothy and Titus. 

Article 10. \Ve believe that Christian·· baptism is immersion 
in water, in the name of the Father, Son and "Holy Ghost; and 
that believers are the proper subjects. 

Ar-ticle 11. We believe the Lord's· Supper is of perpetual 
obligation, by which the members of the Church, in the case of 

bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of 
. . 

Christ, preceded always by solem self examination .• 
Art.:12. We believe in open and free communion, and the 

·churches of our body are authorized, through their pastors, t:J 
mvite Christians of all orthodox churches who are in g 0od 
standing in their respective churches to commune with uo;; ·at 
the Lord's table. 

Art. 13. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and the 
geneal judgment; that the joys of the J;ighteous and the punc 
ishment of the wicked will be eternal; upon the principles of 
grace and justice. 
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