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Proceedings

The85th annual session of the Vernon Freewill Baptist As-
sociation met with Syloam church on Saturday before the 4thk-
~ Sunday in September, 1915. ' |
| The introduectory sermon was delivered by Rev. ¢ A. Chaf-
fin, Text, Ephesians 2:8. After preaching one hour was given
for refreehmente after which the ministers and delegates as-
sembled in the ehuwh The former Moderator, E. A. Palmer,
~and Clerk, Lec B. Lollar, being present, proceeded as follows:
After a song and pray er the Moderator enneunee(l the house
ready for business.

1. The Moderator appointed Bros. A. J. Robertc;en ¢L11d C. F
White Reading Clerks. : -

" 2. The letters from various churhes were called fors handed .
in. read aud contents noted as per statisticai tavle.

2. Called for petitionary letters. None present.
4 Onwo'ion the body wa3 p rmanently organized. _:te-

which C. A. Cheflm was elected Moderator and Lee B. L()ll&l
Clerk, .

6. Called for corresponding mes-engers. Nene present.

6. On motion the Moderator was empowered to appomt all
committees, and the following were apopinted:

On Preaching.—G. C Crews, A. J. Ro ertson, Murray
Thompson and Deacons of Syleam ehureh

On PDocuments and Order of Business.—Rev. J. W. Porter,
A Isbell, K. A. Pa mer, with Moderator and Clerk. .

On "I‘empemnce —C. F:. White, W. H. Rye J. R. Reese, D.
W. Dill; and J. P. Peoples.

On Flnanee —J. M. W’eehs, J. H Dl“ Jehn ’late and G *M..
Gann.

On Deceased Membere —W. N Mcblueky, P. E. Maddex.
W. W. Mansel, Acy Frederick M. N. Shellnut. |

On Sabbath Schools.—B. C. I—Iudgln.. Jim Finch, snd E. H.

ﬂ Pennmﬂ'ton , - r
On Ministerial Oredentlale —W B. Webster Alvie Cewly._
Lee Harris. -
 On Queries and Reselutlons —A. M Pennmgten John Fran- -

cis, H. J. Rye, D. R. Barnes, Rob Simons.
On motion the Committee on Devotion made the fellowmg
report. Bro. B. C, Hudgin preach at9 o eleeh Sunday morn.

. eng, Bro J. W, Porter at 11 o 0]001&, and Bro. .J. Reese at 3.

On motisn the Assocition adjourned to meet Monday morn-
ing at 8 o cleek * |
| G. C. Crews, Chairma,n.



Song. Prayer b7 Rev. B. C. Hudgins. Benediction by
~ Moderator, - o - .

bUNUAY SERVICES

Sunday morning at 9 o’clock  Rev. B C. ]—Iudn'ms preached |
-a very able sermon from Rom. 6th chapter, after which Rev,
J. W, Porter rose and interested the people for some time; text
Ist Peter, 8rd chapter, 18th verse. Refreshments were given,
after which 1he people wgain metin the house aud Bros. Reeves

‘and Bovette explained very beautifully the 5th chapter and st
verse of Romans.

MOVDAY-—-*\[ORN I’\*G SESSIO‘\T

The Association met pursum}t to mljournn'l_ent. Alter a
song and prayer the body was called to order by the Modera-
~tor. Calling of the roll bv the Clerk. The delezates answered
tor their names. "T'he Moderator then announced a quorum
present and the Association ready for business. -

On motion the reading of Satarday’s minute was omlttt-'-d

Called for report of various comu:iittees. | : ,

We, your Cominittee on Document Mld Order of Busmes&a.
recotnmend the former ovder.of business.

2. We recommeml that the next session of this Association
be held with Mt. Wiliing or XFamrview church. The same to-
convene on Saturday befors the 4th Sunday in Sept. 19186.

3. Werecommend that each local church elect a finance
cummlttee of three members to look after the financial affairs
of the church. . |

4. We recommend that the Association hold a union meet-
ing, the same to convene w1th Bea,verton church, on the 4th
sunday in July, 1916. -

5. We recommend that the Clgrl{ supermtend the p:mtmtr of
the minutes, and that he have 500 copies printed and that he
receive $o 00 for Ius service. - | -

Rev. J. W. Porter, Chairman.

On motion the report was adopted by sections, each section
being adopted. "After taking the vote the next Association

was given to Fairview church, 8 miles Kast of Beaverton.

On Te:mmperance.—~We, your Committe on Temperance, beg
leave to submit the following report: After makiog an inquiry
“among the Delegates from different churches, we find that the
Temperance Cause is on the increase, ther»fore, Wwe urge the
cooperation of all our ministers and lay members of the Asso- -
ciation in stamping out the great curse of our land.
| ‘ Respectfally submitted, .

. C. F. White Chairman,



On motion the report was adopted and the committee dis-
charged., ' D |

On Deceased Members.—We, your Committes on Deceased
Membem beg leave to submit the following report: We find
that our Heavenly Father has ealled seven of our faithful co-
workers in Christ to their eternal home during this Associa-
tional year, their names are as follows: "From Pearce’s Chap-
~¢l, Sister Ida Harmon; from Syloam, Bros. J. M. Brown and’
Clarence West, Sister Carrie Young; from Piney Grove, Bro.
‘Edd Motes; from Military Grove, Sister Sarah Franks and
Bentie Justice. All the above names died in the triumph of a
living faith and in hope of an eternal happiness, and we bow in
humble submission to the will of Him who doeth all things
well. We recommend that our Association hold. a memorial
service on deceased members on Sunday at 9 o’clock of our. .
next sessior., B - Resp't. submitted, -

' : W. N. McCluskey, Chm’n.
‘On motion the report was adopted and the LOllllﬂlttbe dis-
chmwed ~ '

On Sabbath bchools.—-—We, your C mmlttee 011 Sabbath
Schools, beg leave to submit the following report: We find
Sunday Schools are on a standstill. We recommend that the
present Moderator of this Association appoint one man of each
church to look after Sunday School. '

RLSPectfully submltted
B. C. Hudgins, Chmn,

On motlon the 1eport was received and the committee dls- |
¢harged, |

On motion the Moderator mppomted the followmfr men to
1look after buuddv bch_oo}s: Bro. A. J. Robertson, Union Chap-

el; B. C. Hudgins, Fairview,; M. N. Shelnut, Piney Grove; A.
.S, Gann, Beaverton; D. R. Barnes, Corinth; Marvin Gann
Military Grove; H. J. Rye, Syloam; J. E. Chaflfin, Mt. Willing
- Alvns Cow]eb, Pearce Chapel.

On Q,uerles and Besolutlons._—-\\’e, your Commlttee on Que_
ries and Resolutions, bey le we to submit the followmg report:
After due consideration we find that our Association is at peace
one with another we think it unnecessary to have any queries
discussed. Wetender our heartfelt thanks to Syloam church
and community for their kindness showin us during our stay
among them. | “Respc’t. submitted,

T - | A. M. Pennington, Chm’n.

On motion the report was 'l,dopted and tne commlttee dlS-

charged. | |

On Finance.—We, your Connmttee on Finance, beg leave

s



to.submit the following report: - After calling for the Minut»
money we find we have collected $15.85. “
- Respectfully submitted,
| ~J. M. Weeks, Chin’n |

On motion the report was adopted and committee dlscharg-—
ed. On motion the money was turned over to the Clerk.

On Ministerial Credentials.—We, your Committes on Min-
isterial Credentials, beg leave to submit the following report:
After a careful investigation of our ministers, we find them all
in good standing with their respective churches.

Respct Submitted.
W. B. Webs er, Chm’n.

On motlon the report was culopted and the comlmttee dis-
charged.

| On motion the Moderator was empowered to appoint lllt‘b-_
s-ng-rs to sister.associations: 7o the Jasper, Bros. J. W. Por-
ter, and G. C. Crews; Bear Creek, J. A. Isbell and \W. W,
.. Mausel; State Line, B. C. Hudgins and J. R. Reese; Mt.- Mo-
riah. E. A. Palmer. A. J. Robertson,Lee B. Lollar. and A. M.
Penmngton | | L |
On motin the \[odemtox was empowered to appoint some
one to preach the introductory s,rrmon. Rev. J. W. Porter be-
ing appointed for the a,SSO(,ld,thIl and' J. A. Isbell for the
union meeting. *
On motion the association admulned to meet with Fair-
view church on Saturday before the 4th Sunday in September.

- 1916. Then a song was sung and the parting hand was taken.

Prayer by W. N M Cluskey, the benediection pronounced by
the Modemtor

C. A, Cha,fﬁn, Moderator.
Les B, Lollar, Clerk,

| ARTICLES OI" FAITH. | |
" Article 1. We believe there is one true and living God, who
is the supreme ruler of heaven and earth, self-existent Creator of
all things;and eveal-«d under the p:rsonldistinction of Father,
Son and Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and ex-
isting in distinct but- harmonious offices in the great work of re-
demption, ' | .

Article 2. We believe the Holy Bible was.written by men
divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruc-
tion; that it has God for its 'au'thor “Truth for its matter, and
salvation for its end; that it reveals the principles by which Gol
will Judge us, and therefore is and shall remain to the end of
this world the center of Christian union, the supreme standard
by which all human conduct, creeds and opinions will be tr_1ed

- e



~ Article 3. We believe that man was created holy, under the
:aw 27 s Maker, but from voluntary transgression fell from that
holy «tate, in ¢..usequi nee of which allmankind are now depraved
-3 2a, and wholly .unabls of their own free will and ability to
recover rom the fallen state which they are in by nature .
nature | | .
slicle 4. V/o believe that God has not fixed the future state
of mankind by an absolute and unconditional decree, but salva-
tizn is cifcred in the Gospel free to all, and if sinners are lost
. forever it will be 'their own fault. ® | |
| -Article 5. We believe that Christ by His de’ith and suffer-
ings made an atonement for the sins of all mankind in general,
- and every individual in particular; however, that none but those
who believe in Him c¢as par-ake of the divine bhenefits. |
Sodele 6. \We believe that true {aith cannot proceed from
-ite exercise of our natural faculties .and powers, or from the
ferce and operation of free will, since man, in consequence of his

hoetural contoption. is ine apable of thlnk or doing an,-
thing spiritually good. o -
Article 7. We believe in the genelal app-ication of the Grace

of God to fallen man sufficiently 'to enable him, morally an
actually, to obey the requirements of the law of liberty. Jas.

1:5 this is ti.e nctof saving fuith. John 1:9,however, nona but’
thos~ who believe ur acquiese, in Christ will be sa ed thereby
-- \ets 17:32. Romans 2:19, John 3:9.

Article 8. We beheve. in the free moral agency of man, by
the grace of God, before and after conversion, that he is laid un-
der no invincible necessity, by his Creator, ‘o act in-any given
-way; that if he lives after the flesh he shall die, but if he through
the spirit do mortity the deeds of the body he shall live. and,
‘therefore man is always a proper subject of admonition and ex-
hortation. Heb. 11:12-13; Rom. 12:14; Mark 13:12; Eze.
~hortarion. Heb. 11:12,13; ..\lcuk 1123 Eze. 18:245 Rev, 2 and 8
chapters; Eze. 33:13 and 28; Ist-'T'im. 4:1; Heb. 3:b5 Cor. 1:12

- ‘and 24; Ist Peter 1:10.

| Article 9. We believe that a VlSlble Church of Christ is a
congregation of believers, associated by covenant in the faith of
‘ellcwehip of the Gospel observing the ordinances of Christ, gov-
~erned by His laws, and. exercising the gifts, rights and privileges
invested in them by his word, that its only proper officers are
bishops, or pastors, and deacons, whose qualifications and duties
~ro Tefined in the Epistle to Timothy and Titus. ‘
Artiele 10, We believe that Christian baptism is immersion
in water, In the name of the Father Son and Holy Ghost; and
thot helicvers are the proper subjects. | | :
Article 11. We bhelieve the Lord’s aupper is of perpetual

| obllgatlon bv which the membersof the church, in the form of
- bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of

(“hrist,-preceded alwuvs by solem self examlnatlon




| Article 12. We Lelieve intree and open communion, and the
‘churches of our body are authorized, through this pastors, to in-
vite Christians of all orthodox churches who are in good standing
in their respective churches to oommune Wlth us at the Lord’s
table.

Artlele 13. We believe in the- reeurrectlon of the dead and
the general judgment; that the joys of the righteous and punlsh-
ment 0of the wicked Wlll be eternal upon the principles of grace
11d justice. - | - |

. RULES OF DECORUM.

Article 1. This Association shall be called to order by the
Moderator who presided at.the last session. ‘Former Clerk shah -
also officiate until the body is fully organized.

Article 2. The Association shall be opened and closed Wlth
- s1nﬂ‘1ng and prayer _ .

Article 3. The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by ballot
at each session of the Association. / A majority of votes by the
deleg ates present elects. .

Article 4.  The names of the delegates from the dlﬂ’elent
churches shall he enrolled and called as often as necessary during
~ the session. |

- Article 5. A majo'ri_ty of the de_legates’ preSent shall rule in
all cases, except in reception ot chur hes, and it shall be unani-
mous. s | 3

Article 6. The Moderator shall not be allowed to vo‘e, ex-
cept in case of a tie; and then he shall give the deoldlng vote.
'He shall be entitled to speak on any question after others have
spoken, providing he appoints some one to the ehalr while he is
speaking. |

Article 7. Only one pereon shall spealk at the same ti_me, who
shall rise to his feet, and after recognition by the Moderator,
p oceed. ) |
| Article 8. No brother shall be interrupted whi.e speaking,
unless he departs from the subject under discussion, or use words
of personal reflection. ~

Article 9. XNo person shall be entitled to speak more than
‘twice on 'the same subject, W1thout leave from the Association,
" nor more than fifteen minutes at a time, |

Article 10. No member shall laugh or ta.k du11ng the time
the debate is going on.

Article 11. No member shall absent himself from the Asso-
ciation without leave from the Moderator.

| . CONSTITUTION,

Section 1. ‘This Association shall be known as the Vernon
Freewill Baptist Association of Alabema and being composed of
ministers and de]eﬂ'a,tes from the different churches forming
‘the same, each church being entitled to three delegates.



2. This body shall be considered on advisory council, but

having no authority over the internal affairs of churches, un-
less they depart from thie articles of faith of this association,
but this association shall have authority over all its ministers
in the matter of doctrine, character, ete. In case anv minister
in this association delmln from and ‘teach doctrine not in keep-
ing with the articles of faith of this association, the same shall
- be dealt with by the association as it may see proper, according
to the trachinﬂ's of the Bible. |
- 3. Each church in the Assoclatwn shall be consmered an ad-'

- visory body and shall control its own internal affairs in matters

of discipline, ete., though any br sthers who feel impressed to

preach the Gospel of Clhirist, the church shall, . or may re«com-

mend such  rothers to the association and on examination ot

the brothers.qualifications if in the judgment of this body the

- brother would be useful they shall conter ordination. This be-
ivg done at the association by a legal presbetery.

4. All questions of doctrine and matters of eneral interest

- thall be settled by a two-thirds vote of the Assomatlon and the
-cdecision shall be final. | |

5. The officers of this Association shall be a Moderator, Clerk
&nd Treagurer, wLo shall be chosen at each session by a majority
vote. | | ' ' .. a :

6. This Association shall meet annually at such time and
piacc as may be agreed upone.bv a previous annual session, and
sin2ll not adjourn until all the business ig transacted.

7. Churches wishing to become members of thig Association
must adopt its Articles of FFaith and conform to its usages.

8. We agree as churches of this Association to use our best
.influence to promecte the interest of all moral and benevolent 'in-
stitutions; such as Temperance Cause, Sabbath Schools, Mission-
ary Work, etc. | : | . ‘

9. No membel of thig Association shall be ellﬂ1ble to the of-
fice of the Moderator more than two successive sessions, unless
no cther momber is competent to act in that capacity.

10. Any mioister of this association who shall be guilty of
circulating reports of any nature, or aiding in the circulating
of any report that 1suntrue, on a brotner minister that is ealcu-
lated to 1njure his moral character and religious influence, the

csame shall be deait with by this association, or any minister
~ of this association, who is known to be guilty of using intoxi-
“cating spirits by drinking as a beverage which is calculated to
destroy his influence and usefullness, the same shall be dealt
with by this association as it may see proper according to the
teachings of the Bible, '

11. The association shall in all cases and 1in the transac-
tion of all business brought before 1t, be governed by a majori
ty of the members, or delegates present,- and any. church, or
delegate, failing or refusing to do so is and shall be considered
by the association as bemﬂ' out of order.
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