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.. D. G. W. Hollis; 1\loderat~r. S. G. Johnson, Clerk. 
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The 

• ,.,. 

• 

' ' 
,- \ ' ' 

' ',\ '-,• 

• 
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n~xt s;ssion ofj this, Association· wil~ b,e held with. l\lt. _Piea~ant church, 
six· miles Soutltwest of Ver~on, begmning ·on Saturday, before the. 
· · . \ · ·third Sunday in 'october, 1917. .: · 
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• 

, . The thirtycilixth annual session of the Vernbn Free Will Baptist Associa- .' 
. _ .. _ - - ' - .. - ~ -. - ' -

.. • , · tion was'held with. Mt; Har!Tiony chtifuh, October l4th,.15th and 16thi 1916: . '· .•..... 
. .. '. < ,· ·: The introductory sermon was preached by Rev. G •. B. Taylor;; Text: .... 
·. · . · . Luke 12th Chapter, S::ind verse. After ·which .there was im intermission of .. · 
. ~ . .• ' one hour for refreshments. . . . ' \ . . . . . . .· .. ·. .. 
. . . . · · At 2i00 o'clock the Association came together by singing; prayer by • 

·Rev .. wood Springfield. · . . . .·. .. . . · 
The Moderator ahd clerk beh\g both present took their s'eats 'and pro- · 

' 

. . 

I 
• 

• 

c:eeded to penmihimt organizatfon as follows: . . ' . . . . 
-. ' . . . . •' 

Moved in order that we suspend the. regular .·order of business for the 
committee on the proposed chahge in the Constitution . to fu~ke their report. 
(Motion carried.) , · · · · 

• 

Coinmiitee Report. 
- , I . ' . 

~ .Be it enacted by this Association that Section 1, of the Constitution be. 
amended to· read as follows:. 

· S~ction l. This Association shall be known as the VernoU: Free Will 
' - ' - ~ ' 

Baptist Association of Alabama, and being. composed of delegates from the 
d:trerent churches forming the same. Each church being entitled to five de-

·. legates. signed by : · · · 

s. P. HOLLIS,. 
·'. -···· --
A. J·. SANDERS, 

R. :H. YERBY, . 

~ . 

Co:inihittee. -· " .. ,, ' ; ., ' . .. 
On motion the report wits received and the committee discharged. 
Moved in order that we adopt the' report as rea'd. (:Motion carri~d.) 
The roll of churches was then called and 'letters handed .in and read, and 

names of delegates enrolie<i as per statistical Tabie. . . 
· • Moved il1 order that Bro . .J. H. 'au·yt:on. from Liberty ~hurch, and Bro. A. 

' " ' - •.•. , ' . - ' • • • • . ' . ! --

J. Sanders froni M:t. PleasantJ church be made delegates of this body. (Mo-
tion carried.) . , . · 
··- -,.. ' , • , ' • • • I 

Moved .in orde'r that we suspend lhe regular rilles for the ·imrpose of 
i"Gceiving Bro. M:. D. ·cieanilan into our body as ·a member 0£ ·same. Here-.. ·;- .. ' ,. : . . ' . . ' . 

. 'upon Bro. Cleinwa·n came fo.rViard and the Moderato·r gave . him the right 
. . ' ' ' "• ' ' - . - ' 

( 

hand. of fellowship. Opened the doors for the reception of ne\v churches in-
. • · • I \ I · • 

to our. body; received rii>'ne. . . · . . ... ·. . · · . . . ... · ·. . · '. . 
Moved in o·rder that we go into an 'eleCtion . for Moderator and Clerk, . ,.. . . . . . . . ' . . ' . - . . ' - .. 

whereupon· Rev. D.· G. W. Hollis '\Vas elected Moderator and· S. 0. Johnson,· 
Clerk. . . . . 

The .officers ·elect came forWard· ·and ·arter a "few· appropriate remarks 
• '• ,, ' • ' I • o , ., '< • ' 

b' the· Moderator took their seats and proceeded \Vith the business in the 
- • • • 1 ' • • 

following order:. · ' ··· 
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Called for corresponding messengers from sister churches, whereupon 
Rev. Wood Springfield presented himself from Mt. Moriah Association. • . · .·. · ' 1 

·. · 

Called for 1visiting brethren of other denominations; none came for\vard: .. 
. · · On Motion it .was agreed ·that the Moderator. appoint. all. committees; ·. · 
~·.whereupon the folowing were appointed: .. · · . . · · · . ' ' 
. · _ • I - _ . I , 

On Arrangements.-Bros. A. K, Green, J .. W .. Adair and 'J. S, Yerby.· 

.. ' 

· · · with the Deacons of Mt. Harmony church. , · · 
, - • I " II I . ' 

• 

On Documents and Order of Business.-,-Rev. G. B. Taylor, Rev. M.' D . 
- I • . 

Clearmanand .Rev. T. J. Adair, with the Moderator· and 'Clerk. , . ' 
On Publication and Literature.-.R.rH. Yerby, W. C. Wheeler and.W. Y . 

. ' - • , - I . - , 

Turner. . ·.- ·· · , .. ,. ;.· 
' ' . . • ' i • ' ' . ' . . . ' 

iOn ~~,mperance.-0. D: Pennington, W. D.· Wheeler and A. J. ~anders . 
· On Deceased .Members.-J. W. Johnson, J. G. Sanders 'and W. J. McGee. 

. ' . . 
On Sabbath Schools,..:_J, .W. Graham, J~ W. Adams and Escar Wheeler. 

. . ' ' . . . 
On Credentials.-J. H. Guyton, R. E. Hall and K. W. Jenkins. 
On'Queries and Resolutions.-W. W. Barnes, D. V. Gault and R. H. Yer-

. •' 

by'. ' ' ' • 
, On Finance.-W. J.· McGee, J. H. Guyton and J. W. Adair. . . . . 
I " ' , . 

'Committee on Arrangements report as follows: · Rev. M. D. Cl~arman to · 
·preach at 9:30 a. m. Rev. Wood Springfield at 11 a.· m., and Rev. J. D. 
Byers at 3:00 p. m.'; then the Associatio-n recessed until 1\Iondaymo~ning at 
8:00 o'clock.' . ' 

' · · , ' Sunday Services. . , 
Sunday rriorning by 9:30 there had gathered a good congregation' antl' 

1 
Rev. M. D. Clear!nan preach~d. Text: ACts 9th chapter, ;16th,verse. 

At 11 o'clock Rev. Wood Springfield occupied the stand and preached. 
to a large congregation .using for a text Jeremiah· 6th Chapter' and 8th 

. ' 

verse, after which the ·L<;>rd's Supper was· administered to a host of partak-
ers. At the conclusion of. the services the congregation was . dismissed for 

. ' 
. ' ·. recreation and refreshmnts. . ' 

I 
I 

. At 3 o'dock Rev .. T. G. Harrison occupied the stand and preached to . a 
lr.rge congregation .. Text: Mathew 2nd chapter and 42n:d verse .. 

. I . , ' 
Monday morning at. 8 o'dock the Asspciation met according to adjourn-

~tent .. 'Prayer by Rev. T.J. Adair, after which the roll \Vas called and there 
not being a quorum present adjourned for 30 minutes. · · .· , · · . 

At 8:30 o'clo~k. the Association met, the .r9ll wa~ again ealled, there be­
ing a quorum present, Rev. Wood Springfield was appointed· to take the . · · 
place as chairman on the Committee on Documents and Order of Business, in . · 
place of Rev: G. B. Taylor, who was called. home on account of· sickness.· 

· Minutes of Saturday's session read and approved. . .. , 
.. Committee on Arrangements .makes . _another report that Rev. Wood . · 

, Springfield preach at 2 o'clock, after which the report was received and the , . ' ' committee discharged. , · 
L • • 

. Committe on Documents and Order of Business report as follows: 
. . We, your Committee on Documents and Order of Business beg leave to 
submit tpe .following report!. · I • · 

- ! ' 
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0 '"'' '' •' A 

,.· , ·,_ -.:{ We recommend that we proceed after the
1

usual order of business. - · 1 
-. . . . . '· -- · ">: 2.- We recommend that we elect our Secretary as Treasurer. and that .: 

_-he superintend the printing of the minutes and that he have 200 copies print-· 
·- • :ed at the Free Will ·Baptist Publishing House at 1yden N C., and we pay . · · • . ~ · · ·. 

·· · · 'him· $5.00 for his services. 1. - . · ' · -

· · - - · 3. We recomm~nd that the next session of this - Association be held .. . . ' . ... . .. . . ' . ' 

· -· · with· Mt. Pleasant- church, beginning 10n Saturday before the third Sunday -., 
_, - I '• . 

,, · ·.. . in October, 1917, and that Rev. D .. G. W. Hollis preach the introductory ser-
,_ . , 1· t • · •. - - , 

·· · . . mon and Rev. G. B. Taylor be his alter~ate. ' . · · .. - - · · ·_ . 

• 

' ' ' ' ' 4. We recommend that the Union Meeting be held with Liberty church, - , 
, ' . I • . - ' / 

· beginning on· Saturday before the second • Sunday in August 1917"; ,and that 
_each church elect delegates to' represent the same; Rev. T. 4J., Adair to preach · 
the introductory sermon, with Rv. D. G. W. Hollis, his alternate. . _ 

1 5 .. ·we recommend that we elect an Executive Co'mmittee oL'five to 
take an oversight of the churches and ministers and that they act as a. Fi-

. ' ' ; ~ . . . ' ' 

-nance Committe~ to assist .in raising funds necessary to meet .the tteeds of 
' - , ' • - I , ' ' ~ 

the cause.· ' . · . 
1 . ' . 

· · 6. We recommend that each church in this Association contribute to the 
' \ . ' ~ 

ducational support of their young ministers to the 'amount of 50 cents per 
' ' . . . 

c:1pita for each member in their' respective churches. . . 1 

· 7. · We recommend that we elect delegates to represent us .in the State 
• , ·' f , ' , ' 1 

Conference which will convene with Blockton Free Will Baptist church, com-
mencing bn Thursday night before the fourth Sunday in November, 1916. · 

8. - We recommend that 'we ·pay the expenses 1of the delegates ·to the. ' -
State Conference and that they report the amount to the. Chairman of the -­
Executive. Committee on their return and that the· 'committee· pro rate and 

' ' . 
collect from each church ·to pay said amount.' - . 

~, I ' . ' / 

·: - . . 1 · . . Respectfully submitted,. \ 
' , ' ' -

. · -. ·· . . · · ·. REV. WOOD SPRINGFIELD, Chairman. , . . . ' ' . 
On motion the report was received and the committee discharged. Then 

the report was take~ !up by sections and adopted as read. ' 
. I . , . . I . 

···Report of'Committee on Publication and Literature .beg leave to subc 
~ . ' \ . ' .' ' ' 

. - mit the following' report: _ ; . . . . . , 
' , I 

. ' 

We feel the need of a better system of publication for the benefitof our 
churches. 'YV"e. recommend that our members subscribe for the Free Will 

. • ' I . 

· Baptist, printed at Ayden, N. C., and that we .get our Sunday school litera-
ture there. Respectfully submitted, · 1· . · ~. 

, . ' , _ _ . R. H. YERBY, Cliauman. 
· __ The report was received 'and committee discharged. The report was 

adopted as read. - 1 

· · Report of Committee on Temperance. . 
We your Committee on Temperance beg leav.e to- sUbmit the following 

rf'port: · · ~ 
_ We find that the Temperance cause .is on the increase, 'as we can now 

cross the United States fro?l East to West through a chain/of dry States; 
which shows that the curse of alcohol as a beverage is /being driven out of 

' ' ' 

the United State~. • Brethren let us as -a denomination rally to this· great 
.-~ i., • 
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- -~ . : " 

· .· movement, by putting on. the whol~ a,rznor of tl;>ta.I a.\:ll\ti.!l(!ll.!!~;,ar; we'arE!· . 
. ·'. . . . commanded by Ho!y Writ, wherein it StU'S.: ":J;,o~ not 9~ t}le f:!Up when. it ..•. 

· ' · ··· .. · · ·· gives forth its colQr, for it 'Qiteth like an adder anq stingeth like a1 scoqiion. ·. '. · .·. ·• 
-· ~- ~ -~~- • ·- . -· ... ' ... t .. - _,___ ··.·.·· - ,_ ·• _.· .. '. . ... --.·~-· -

. . 

• 
• 

• 

~"---· .. 
. . .. 

~ '' ' • 

I' 

l 
' 
I 

• 

I 

_ .. -- . 

I . .. 
! 

· ·· Ilreth:nm, .let ·us pray. Qod to ha,stellj the dn,y ':"hen this, the grea.test. eviton··. ·· . · 
earth shall be chained to the. stake of death; that ~ts dea,dly .wor~{ on eart:h .· .. · · 
may end· ill destroying t}1e lives of }lulmanity a.nd sinking ~}le soul!\ of mil- ·. · 
liOflf:i in eternal WOe {\fld br~Il~jng misery, woe, llJ!Ourn,ng and ~u~wer. to JI1il- · . 
ljf:?ns pf wpmen aml. ·children. ·Brethren,. seeing . that the world has .become 
~wakened to a sense of this great curse, which ha.s, a.nd is giving the church 

·· 'more tro1,1ble than all ot4er eyi}s .. kruJWll todayi let Uf'l '\utve str~ct qiscipline 
in· our local {:!hurcl!es so as to eradicate the entire 1,1se of str()ng dri!lk as a · ·· . . 

btove:ra.ge frQill our· entire qeno:rnination. . ].:lespectfully submitted, 

·· 0, D. :P~NNP'f(jTON', ()hairll1an. 
· The • report was received ·and committee discl1arged. 'fhen the report 

' . -. ·---' ·'-• 
. . · .. was adopted as read, • • • 

' . 

' 

• 

. Report of Committee on Decea'sed ·Members •. . .. ·- . ~ . . 
. We, your. committee on Deceased Members beg leave to submit the fol-. . . 

' . . I 

1 owing report: . .. . .· · · , 
• • • 

' ' ' ' , . . . 
· We find that our heavenly Father has ca!leq four of our co-la!Jorers to 
their-eternal home, to-wit: Sister Janie Moore, of 1\U. Harmony, Sister 
- ' - " .·-. -' -. '' - ··- ' -- .. ···. 

· Bessje McGee, of Springfield,. Sister Eva Lall1pkins, of Mt, Pleasa,nt, and · 
Sister Ruth!\ Yerby, of Li'!)erty ~11urch. We mourn the <}eparture of thes;e, 

. o.ur beloved sisters. We tl"\11st that our Joss is their eternal gain. 
- ' . l~~spectfully sub:rnittec}, · · · · · · . 

. ' . . ' ' 
• 

The . report was 
J. G. SANDERS, Chairman. 
- . . . . . . . . ' . .. - '' .... ' 

coinmittee discharge<}, . The :r~:port was 
• 

received ·and 
• • · · adopted as read. · • 

/ 
• • • 

' . ' . . ' ' 

Report, of Committee on Sabath Schools. 
• 

' 

. . 
We, your committee on Sabbath Schoojs, beg leave to submit· the fol- . .. 

lowing report: . . . . · . 
· · After a careful- investigation we find. but very little intere~t takfn in 

Sabbath Schools, therefore \Ve uri,e upon .all d~lega~es to insif>t upon their ' 
Cll\lcf:'Ches 1;.o organize a:pd S1.1Stain a. .,Sunday School in each and every cl!urch, 
or unite with some other. S~nda:y Scho<?l. '· ·, . . · · . . · .. . · , 

, I • , • 

, . . . ' . Respectfully submitted, 
- '' . ' : ' ·. ~-

' J. W. GRAHAM, Chairman . 

. Th~ report was rec~ive<l fll1cl ~OilJ.mitte~ qisf:!h;:n-~~<1; th~n tlw n~port was 
adopted as read. · . · 

' ' . -

. 
• 

. . 

\ . 'llepprt 9f G01mnitt!!t! 9n GrE!Ilentia}s. . \ · 
- '' 

•· We, your Committee on Credentials beg leave to iubmit the following 
. . ' 

report: . . \ · 
Mter a careful investigation we find that an· our ministers are in good 

standing. . . · Respectfully submitted, · . . . . .... 
. . 

J. H. <HJYTQ~, <;::ooirm~n. 
-· -~. 

4 
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. > ; . · ·~ : :·~The report was t}len tl1e report 
• 

!lisclwrged, received, committee was 
· · " · 'atli)pted as read. 

' 

• • 

. . . 
_, ' ' 

. ; .. ··.. , Report of Committee on Queriil)s.and Resolutions. · . 
. . .. . :'We, your CommittE~e on Queries and Resolutions beg leave'Jo submit the 
.· ... following report: . . . 

We recommend that all Queries be brought up in the Union Meeting and . . . 

· : the decision brought t01 the· AssoCiation. · · ' 

• 

• 

We find that the following qu-estions. were discussed ·at the. last Union 
Meeting: • · · · '· · · · · . 

1. Wat is the worst great evil' of the , spjrit11al being 1 T'\le decision· . 
·was alcoholic beverages; . . , 

2. · What is the greatest 0pposirig powers <of til}e l?rotestant Churches? 
1The decision was the Roman Catholic powers. 

· ·.Respectfully submitted, · 
· c , W. W, BARNES, Chairman. · · 

The report was received. and committee · discharged.· Then t'\le report 
w~s adopted as rea:d. · \ .· · . . 

Report of the Committee on Finan<;e. 
- ' . . . . ' ' ' 

I I I 

. We, your Committee on Finance beg leave to report as follows: 
' ' . ' .·· .. 
. We have collected from the various churches to pay for the prmtmg of .. 

rrJnutes $19.20. · . . Respectfully submitted, 
\ ' ' '. 

· W. J. McGEE, Chairman. · • • 
• • • 

f 
· The . report was received and. cnmmittee. discharged. · Then the report 

'was adopted as read. · . ·· · 
·.,. Moved in order that the money be turned over to the Secretary. (Car- · 

ried.) · . ·. ' · .\ 
. . . 

Moved in order that we go ·into an election for delegates to the State 
- ' \ I ' ' 

Conference. · ( Carrieci.) .. ' · .. 
Whereupon the· following ·brethren were put in noptination and elected . 

by acclamation: Bros. R. H. Yerby, W. D. Wheeler and w. J. McGee, 
' Moved in order that we 'empower the Moderator to appoint an· Execu" 

'tive Committee to ·roo}( after fue finance iof the clmrches. Where11pon the 
, Moderator appointed as follows: A. J. S;1nders fNill 1\U. PJe11sant; • .;),, A . 
. Burgin from Mt, Hal'J!lony; :R. K· Yer]Jy frqm l,jperty; 0. p. Pennington 

' ' ' ' \ ' ' . . . . 
' . r /rom Vernon; S. P, Holljs fr()Il1 Springfield; L. W, ]3arr~w from friendship, 

·. . Moved in order that vre recess until 1:15 o'clock p. m., fQr re:freshnl,e!].ts. . . . 

.. (Carried.) · 
. . . _··The congregation came together by singing at 1:15. p. · p1., ~tnd proceed eli 
· l!l the following order: . · . ·. ·. ··. . · . . J · • • · · · . -

Morved in order t41lt Wfij append the min.ut.es pf the lJnipn Meetin,g to our 
minute1). (Carried. · . ·. " · . · 

. Moved in orqer that th~ Moderflt()r apPQint Correspo11ding Delegates to 
· thfiJ, Sister. Associations .. Motipn @rried, and the M9derawr appointed as 

follows: · · 
· 'fo Mt .. Mori;~.h Assm:jation.-S. 
R Taylor and L. W. Barrow. . -. - ·- . 

. -~-

G. J0hnst:m, J. w. Gr~ha~1 Rey. G .. 
. ·' 
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• 
To State Line Association.~. W; Adair, S. P. Hollis, J. W. 

Rev. T. J. Adair.· · . ' 

•• 
' 

• 

• • 

. 
' ... ·C:· -1: __ 

D. Pennington . -To Jasper Association.-W. W. Barnes, R. N. Yerby, 0. 
' 

and M.' D. Clearman. . · \ 
• Moved in order that we drop Rev. T. M. 

ordained ministers, because . he belongs · .. to 
' 

. ' ' 

. . . . 
LaHars name from the rol~< oL 
another A~sociation. . (Motion·.·. 

carried.) 
. l 

Moved in order that we eriroll Rev. T. J. Adair's name as an ordained 
minister. (M,otion carried.) · . . \ 

I ' ' , ' ' ' 

' . Resolved 'that iwe tender our sincere and heartfelt thanks to Mt. Har- · 
mo~y church and surrounding community, and especially to the sisters for 
their kindness and hospitality shown us during our ·stay among them. · . 

• I ' - - \ 

•• 

- . . . 
• 

• 

' 

\ · . Respectfully . submitted,· • ' - .-

• . · • 1 • W. W. BARNES, Chairman. / 
. 

1 Moved in or<J.er that we adjourn ·to m~et·with Mt. Pleasant on Saturday, 
before the third Sunday in October, .1917. !Whereupon Rev. Wood Spring-

• I 1 ' • , ' 

field occupied the stand and preached, psing for his text Psalms 16th Chapter 
and last verse; Matthew 13th Chapter and 43rd verse. . Reveleation 21st 

I - . , . . , 

Chapter and 4th verse/ After which a hymn. was sung and the parting hand 
taken. amid tears of grief and joy. • 

\ • I . ' 

\ List of Ordained Ministers. 
. ' \ 

D. G. W. Hollis, Route _1, Bedford, Ala.; G. B. Taylor, Route 1~ Me)borne,. 
' . 

Ala.; T. J. Adair, Route 1, Vernon, Ala~> M. D. Clearman, Vernon, Ala. · · . . '""- . ' 

. ' 

,. '' 

\ 

D. G. W. HOLLIS', Moderator. 
S. G.' JOHNSON; Clerk. . 

' 

• 
' 

'CONSTITUTION. 
• • 

I 

' ' 
.. Section 1. This Association shall be known as the .Vernon Free Will' 

Baptist Association of Alabama,· and being composed of delegates from the· 
I • , . . . . -

different churches forming the same, each church being entitled to five dele- . 
gates. . · · · · . · ·· .· . · . . . · ·. ! : 1. 

2. This ·body shall be considered an' advisory council, but having no au~ 
thority over the affairs of the 'churches, unless they depart from the\Articles 

· of' Faith •Of this Association.· In· case any church·. departs from the Articles • 
.· of Faith and supports doctrines of heresy, or allow any minister of her body . 

to teach doctrines not in keeping with our Articles• of Faith, the same shall · , . . ' . . . -

' ' 

' 

be dealt with by this Association . as it may see proper, according to the·:·! · 
' , , · I , - , I ', 

teachings of the Bible. · ' . , , 
3. · Each church in the Association shall be considered. an . advisory body-· 

' - ' ' - . . 
and shall control its own internal affairs in matters of discipline, etc., though. 
the Association shall.rule in matters of doctrine and general interest, though·-· 

. . - '. I . - . 

the church may in extreme cases call in aid from sister churches. . · · · . . . \ . 

. 4. All questions of doctrine and matters of general .interest shall. be· . . 
settled by a two-thirds vote of the Association, and the decision shall be final. 

5.. The officers of this Associations hall be a Moderator,> Clerk arid Trea-: 
surer, who· shall be chosen at each session by a majority· vote.· ' ' . 

6'' 



. . 
' 

' 
• 
I 

' . • • 
• • 

· ' · · . '· · 6. This A~;ociation shall meet anriually at· such time .and place as may .• 
" · ·~; 'il~ agreed upon by a .previous annual session, and shall not adjourn until all 
.. ·· · · · business )s transacted. · . . I . . · . . . . · . , · . . 

; . , '7. Churches wishing to become members of ~his Association must adopt, 
il:i ·Articles of Faith and conform to its usages .. · 

'. ·.·. . 8 .. We agree as churches of this Association to .use our best influence 
. ; ... to promote the interest of all moral . and r benevolent'. institutions; such as . 

.. • Temperance Cause, Sabbath Schools, Missionary Rork, etc: 
,,, \ • 'f. 

9. No member of this Association shall'be eligible to the office of the 
. . 

··. · .. ,, " 
• 

• 

. 
. ' . I 

I 

' 

• • 

. -, / ' . \ . ' 

1\Ioderator more than two' successive sessions, unless no other member ·is 
. •. ' ·/ 

competent to act in that· capacity. . . 

I~ULE'S OF\ DECORUM. 

.. .. Article 1. This. Association shall be called to order by . the. Moderator 

i 

who presided at the last session. · Former Clerk shall also officiate until th~ 
body_ is. fully organized. · 

. . 
Article 2. . The Association shall be opened and closed with singing and 

l . ' . . ' ' 
' , ' - ' ' ' . -. 

prayer. l 

Article 3. The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by ballot 
. session of the Association ... A majority of votes by the ~elegates 

at each 
present 

. elects. . , . . . 

Article 4. The names of the delegates from. the different' churches shall 
.·be enrolled and called as often as nt.-ccssary during the• session. ' 

. . Article 5. A· majority of the delegates present. shall rule in all cases, 
· . · except in the reception of churches into our body, th'en it must be unanimous. 

. Article 6. The . Moderator •shall not be allowed to vote, except in cast 
' ' . . - \ . . . . 

of . a tie; and then 1he shall give the deciding vote. He shall be entitled to · 
spe1k on arly question after others have spoken, providing he appoints some / 

. one to the chair while . he is speaking. . · · , . . ·· ·. .· · · ' 
Article 7. · Only one pers.on shall speak at the same .time, who shall rise . 

. .. \ 

and address the Moderator. ·• . · · . · . · 
, Article 8. ·. No brother shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he de­

. · parts from the subject under discussion, or use \yords ot'personal reflection; 
. . . . . .. I \ 

' 

. Article 9. No person shall be entitled to speak more than twice· on the ' 
sam~ subject;. without leave from the Association,' nor more than fifteen min-

• • utes at a time .. ' . 

Article 10. 
• 

No member ~hall laugh or talk during the time the debate 
• ' • .. i . ' 

1s gomg on. 
. ~ ' ' . ' ' 

Article 11. . No member shall absent himself from'the Association with-
out leave from the Moderator. • 

' 

· ARTICLES OF FAITH .. ·. 
. . 

Article.i. · We believe there. is one true ahd living God, .who is the: s~~ 
preme r)ller of .. heaven and earth, self-existent Creator of all things;· and reo. 
vealed tinder the personal direction of Father,· Son and Holy Ghost, equal in 

' ' . . ' 

• 

• • 

• 

I 

/l 

--

I 

'· 

·. . . 
' 

•• 



. . . 
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• 

. 
• 

• 

' I'
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I 
. . . 

• 

: ·,_' 

• 
' 

• 
• ' 

• • 

• 

- . ' ' ' ' . 
every divine perfection, and. existing in' distinct but' harmonious office's in the 
great work of redemption; . . · , . 

' . . 
Article 2. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men divinely iu~ · 

' 

spired, and is a perfect treasure ofheavenly instruction; that it has God for . 
its author, Truth for its matter, and Salvation for its end; that is reveals .. 
the principles by which God will judge us, and therefore is and shall remain. 
to the end of this ~orld the center of Ch:risti11n union, the supreme standard~ · . 
by which all human conduct, creeds and ·opinions. will be tried ..• 

~ . . . 

Article 3. We be believe that inan was created holy, under the law of his 

• 

• 

' , , • " I , 

Maker, but from voluntary transgression fell .from that hllPPY state, in con~ ... :; 
'. !•. • 

. sequence of which, all mankind are no.w depraved, and wholly unable of their· 
own free will ,and ability to recover themselves from the fallen state in 
\vhich they are by nature. ' 

Article 4. · We believe that God has not fixed· the future state of man~ . . . . - . - ' . . . . . . - . 

kind by an. absolute and unconditional de~::ree, but salvation is offered in. tpe 
" • l ' • ' 

• Gospel free to all;' and if sinp.ers are lost forever it w,ill be their. own fault. 
Article 5. ,We believe that Christ by His death hnd sufferings made an 

atonement for thesins of.all mankind in general, and every individual in par~. 
ticular; however, .that none but those who ,believe in Him can pe partakers 
of the divine benefits. · 

. 

·Article· 6. We believe that true faith cannot proceed from the exercise -
of our natural faculties and powers, or from the :fiorce and operations of free 

· will, since man, in consequence of ·his natural corruption, is incapable .either.· .. ...--... ,. 
of . thinking or doing anything. spjritually good. · 

~ ' . . . ' 

Article 7.. We believe in the general applil;!ati0n of the Grace of God .. 
to fallen man sufficiently to' enable him, morally· and actually,· to obey the 
requirements of the law of liberty. Jas, 1:15," this is to act saVing faith. 
J<'hn 1:9, however, none but those who believe, or ac.qui.esce,'in Christ will be 
saved thereby, Acts 17:32; Romans 2:19; •John 3:1.9. 

' Article 8. We beUeve in the free moral agency of man, by th~ grace of 
God, before and after conversion, that he is laid under no1 invincible necessi-· 

' ' ' ' - . ' 

ty, by his Creator, to .l!-Ct in any given .way; that\if he·Hves after the flesh . . . ' . . 
he shall die, but if he through the Spirit to mortify the deeds of the body he 

. shall Jive,. and, therefore m~n is always a proper subject of admonition und . 
' - ' ' . . . ' ' 

. eYhortation. Heb. 11:12"13; Rom. 12.:14; Mark 13:12; Eze. 18:24; Rev. 2 ;md 
3 chapters; Ez.e. 33:13 and 28; 1st Tim. 4:1; Heb. 3:5; 1st Cor. ;1.;12-22; 1st 

• 

..... Peter 1 :).0. . . , 
·' Article 9. We· believe that a visible Church of Christ is a congregation · · 

' 

. ' . . . . . 
of believers, associal;,ed py coyenant in the faith ,of ;feJJow!;!hip of the Gospel, 
observing the ordinances of Chri~t, gov~rnedbyHJs }aws; and ':x,ercisipg the 
gifts, rights and privileges invested in them by his \vord, that its only proper 
officers are bishops, o:r pastors, and <leacons, whose qu~ Ufications and duties ' 

- - - . ' ' . ' 

are defined in the Epistle of Timothy and Titus. · . . ·. · .·· · · ··• .. ·. · · . 
. ·. · . Article 10. We believe that Christians baptism is immersion in water, 
~n the name of the. Father, Son and Holy Ghost; and that believers are ·the · · 
proper s~jects. · 

• 

- '" ' ' .- ... .. . : "'l""'"" 
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. . Article .11. V{e believe the. L9rg's S.upper is of perpetual obliga:tiol~, by 
' ,iJhich the members of the church, in the case of bread and wine,. are to com­
. · Jl1eiD\)rate together tht;! dying love of Christ, preceded always by solE;mn s~lf . 

- . -. ' - ·.' .. 
.. · exammatwn. · 

Article 12. We believe .in open and free communion, and the churches 
~f our body are authorized, throu.gh thei~ pastors, to invite Christian~ of all · 

\ . . .. •- '•· - .. . . - . 

· . · orthodox ·churches who are in ·good ·standing in their respective churches to · 
; _, ' . . . - . ' _. ' - .... '. ' . ' - ) '- . . 
commune with us at the Lord's table. · · 

'· ' . . ,. ... . . .. . . ' 

Article 13. We believe. in the resurrection of the dead and the general 
' - p ' ' • ' "o • 0' ·-' 0 0 " 0 •, "' 0' 0 ' 0 0 ' ' 0 M ' ~ ' ' ' 

judgment; that the jqys of the righteoli~ and the punishment, of the wicked 
will be eternal; upon the principles of grace and justice .. . ' . ' - ' 

• . . • 
• I ' ' • PROCEEDINGS OF THE UNION· MEETING . . ~'---·· ___ .: ... · ... ·· ....... '._-,, ·-··· ---·' ' . . . The Union Meeting of the Vernon Free Will Baptist Association met 

- • • f . • • • . -

w;th Mt. Pleasant church, August 5 and 6, 1916. · · • · 

• 

o • r ' 

The introductory sermon was preached by Rev. T .. J. Adair, 'followed by .. ' 
.Rev. G. B. Taylor. Text: Gal. 1:12. · The congregation was then dismissei , . ' . ' 

. one hour for refreshments. ' . . . ' 

·Afternoon Session. . 
. _,.,- ,. . 

· The house was called to <>rdei: by th~ former Moderator, Rev. G. B. Tay-
. ' , __ .. . . - . . - - -·· .-. . - .. -.' . -. - - ' ' " ' 

. lor. The former. clerk being absent, R. H. Yerby was elected clerk pro tern. 
The Moderator then called the· roll of the churches and the following delegates . 
responded: · . · · . / · 

· Vernon.-Not represented; Springfi,eld~ .D. G. W. !lollis; Mt, H!J.rm()ny, 
A. A. Burgins and Willie Wh~eler; 1\U. Pleasant, J. (}. Sa.~qe+s, J. 'H. Stacy 
and J. W. Adair; Friendship,_L. W. B.arp:>w; Liberty, R. H. Yerby . 

• 

· The meeting then went into a · permanent orgqnization by el~~ting the . . . . . - . . 

following officers: · · 
• 

. Moderator, Rev. G. B. Taylor; Clerk, R. H. Yerby. . . . 
On motion the Moderator then appointed the following committees: . ' .. ' . -

• 
' . ~ 

· On Arrangements.-L. W. Barrow,- J. W. Adair and R. H. Yerby. . 
On Queries and. Resolutions. J. H. Stacy, J. G. Sanders, A. A. Burgin:;; 

and Willie Wheeler. . : -·· 
· The Moderator then called for the report of the· Committee on Arrange- . 

ments./ . .. . . . . . · . . . . - · . 
We, your Committee on Arrangements beg leave to submit the following 

· report:. . .. . 
We recommend that we have a lesson of singing at 9:30 a .. m. Sunday. . . . 

Preaching at 11 a. m., by Rev. T. ,r. Adair, and preaching at 2:30 p. m., by 
. . L~ . ' 

Rev. D. G. W. Hollis. . · · Respectfully supmitted, 
. - ' .. 

• 

· · L. W. BARROW, Chairman. 
' · . On motion the report was received.' ··. 

The Moderator called for the· report of the Committee on Queries and 
. . , I 

Resolutions. · · . . 

· We, your. Committee on Queries and· Resolutions. beg leave to submit the 
following: . . . . , , 

• . . . 9 
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. - ~ . ' . - . 
1. What is the 'yorst great _evil of the spirituaL well-being? · We say. 

it.is the alcoholic beverages. · : · . 
I ,·, - - , , , .· ' 'l • 

2. · What is the greatest opposing powers of the Protestant Churches? : . . ; •, 

We say it is the Roman Catholic powers. · , 

' ' . ~ \ . -

' ' ' -' 

·. . . . . . - , ' . . . Respectfully, su\bmitted, 
\. . . J; H. STACY, Ch~irman~ :· .. · .. 

· · •· · J'.he report was received and the'\committee discharged. • The. report wa~ 
then taken up by sections and discu:;scd .. 'Short talks were made on the first 

. section by Re~. D. G. W. Holljs, R.·~~~ Yerby, ·Rey. G .. B. Taylor and Rev: T . 
. ·· .. J. Adair. · 1 

· • · • • · . • • 
- ~ ., ' - ' - ' ' ' .. ' ' ' ' ' -

···!, , . On motion the first section .was ::rdopted an.d the· second. section taken up: 
; 'i • ' • ' ' 

' . · ._ :tor discussion. Talks were made on the second section by Rev .. D. G. \V., · 
Bollis and L. W. Barrow. The second-section was then adopted:· • · . 
· :· . On motion the following names were receive'd as. visitors in our meeting: · 

· Mr. anil Mrs. W. H. Justice; and Mr. ~nd Mrs. J. T. Johnson. · ' · ! · ... 
. . ~ ; .·The following resolution was then read . and adopte.d: Resolved, that 

. . 

we tender our thanks to .Mt, Pleasant church and commu:nity for their kind- , · 
' . ./ . ' . ., 

.. rwss and hospitality shown us during our. stay wii,h. them: : ' . . . ' . . -~ . 

' 

' I 

' . ' 

. . I ·. ' Respectfully' sub~itted, . ' 
· J. G. SANDERS; Chairm~n. · . 

, ' • ,' •' . ,I 

On motion the meetmg then adJO'•trned. 1 · I 
. . I 
\ 

' 

. . . . . Sunday Scssio,n .. · · . \ . , , 
The congregation met pursuant. t•;-;-:z.Jjournment. · The choir formed and • 

·, . sang a beautiful lesson. At 11 o'cloilk. Rev. T. J. Adair preached to. a large 
' • .. ' ' • ,· • ' • -· ' ' ' ' • J ' 

· ·, and attentive congregation. ·After which· Rev. D. G. W. Hollis made a short 
i ) . • ' -. , 

""- . ' .talk and a~ministered the Lord's Supper ... • . ' · · · 
. '----'- . At 2:30 p. m., Rev. D. G:r W. Hollis occupied the pulpit and preached a 

>. /.very interesting·~ermon. · .. REV. G. B. TAYLOR, Moderatr .. · 
I ,· .. · • . . 

' . R: H. YERBY, Clet;k. . . ' · · 
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Churches 

- • 

·Delegates 

• 

-.. 
: ., 

- ··1 . . 
. . 

• 

·-

) 

Vernon, Lamar Co., Ala .......... ;. 0. D. Pennington, ·w. Y: Turner, W 
J. McGee. . -• • 0 • • • 0 0 .. • • 0 • • • 0 • 0 .. .,. 0 • 

• 

• 

' 
' 

STA 

• 

Pastol's 

• 
~ -

• • 
' •• 

' I . ' 

and Postoffice · 

• 

• • 
' . . ' . . 

I . , . 
r . .. ' 

' 
~ 
• • 
' -

. ~-

' ·-• -.. . ' 

• 

. - -

. Springfield, - Ethelville, Ala .. 
0 ••••••• 0 0 • 0 •• 0 ••••••.•• 0 ••••• 0 ••••• 

. '. _./'- - . ' . ' . ~ --
Springfield, Lamar __ Co., Ala ......•.. R. E. H~:ll, J. W. Adams, D. V. GaultiG. B. T.aylor R 1, -Melhorn, Ala ..... . 
Mt. Harmony, Lamar Co., Ala ....... J. W. Johnson, Escar Wheeler, J. W G. W. Hollis, R. !/Bedford, Ala ... S. 

Graham, W. D. Wheeler, W. C. -- .. 
• 

.-

Wheeler
. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 OrO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

. ' --
Mt. Pleasant, Lamar Co., Ala .... : .. J. W. Adair, J. G. Sanders, A. J. San T. J. Adair, R. 1; .Vernon Ala ...... .. 

. ders 
• 

• • 0 • • • • • 0 • 0 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 0 ... _.. ................ _ .............. . . . 
Friendship,_ Lamar Co., Ala ......... :A.· K. Green • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . G. W. Hollis,i R 1, Bedford, Ala .. ~ 1u • 

Lijerty, Lamar Co,, Ala ............. J. S. Yerby, R. H. Yerby, W.-W . G. W. Hollis,· R · 1; Bedford, Ala ... 1., ... 
Barnes, K. W. Jenkins, J.- H. 
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