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Proceedmgs

" The Thlrty-Elghth Annual Session of the Vernon Free
_-W1ll Baptlst Association was held with Frlendshlp Church-

| '-'~October 18, 19 and 20, 1918.

‘Former moderator and clerk being absent, -Bro. R N.

. .. Yerby was elected moderator pro tem, and R. H. Yerby ]

- was elected clerk pro tem.

On motion the moderator called the roll ‘of churches

‘and the delegates were enrolled as shown In the statlstlcal
table. |

| Bros. A. A. Burgin and F. E. Burns were appomted.
‘reading clerks.” -

Opened the door for the receptmn of new churches
into the body, Damascus Church came forward with
letter and delegates and was recewed in.full fellowship.

- On m0t1on Bro. J. G. Sanders from Mt. Pleasant Church -

and Bro. F. E. Burns from Fr1endsh1p Church were
seated as delegates.

On motion the Assocmtlon Went into an electlon for
moderator and clerk.” Bro. R. N. Yerby was elected
moderator and R. H. Yerby clerk.

Called for-correspoﬁding delegates from sister associa-
tions. None present._ Invited visiting brethren to seats
~ with us. ' | |

On motion the moderator was empowered to appoint
all committees. The following were appointed: |
On Arrangements,—S. O. Johnson, J. G. Sanders, J. O.

- Green with the deacons of Friendship Church. |

On Documents and Order of Business — J. E. Smith,

L. W. Barrow, A. A. Burgin with the moderator and -

clerk

~ Publication and Literature,— W. L. Burnes, J. G. | San- |
) ders Luther Hollis | -.

Temperence —R H Yerby, J. O. Boover J. E. Smith.




Finanee —A. A. Burgin S. O. Johnson, F. E. Burns.
~Sabbath Schools—A K. Green R N. Yerby, Luther .

‘Hollis. .

- Credentials,— J. O. Green 1. G. Sanders R. H Yerby
Deceased: Members—Rev D. G W Hollls W. L. ‘Burns

S. 0. Johnson.

Querles and Resolutlons — W L Burns J. O. Boover,

F. E Burns.

Moved that commlttee on Arrangements make ‘their
report as early as possible Saturday morning. (Carried.)

On motion the Association adjourned to meet at 8-

30 o’clock Saturday mornmg

Saturday ‘Morniny.

The Assoczatlon met pursuant to adJournment Song, - |

"‘We Il Work Tlll Jesus Comes ? Prayer by Rev. D.G.W.
. Hollis. ' '

The roll of delegates was called and the moderator

~announced a quorum present.

- On motion the reading of the minutes of Friday was
omitted.

The moderator then._called for reports of committees. '

Repert of Committee on Ahrrangemeht's

We, your commlttee on Arrangements beg leave to

report as follows:

We recommend that Rev..D. G W Hollls preach at 3
o’clock.in the afternoon.

We recommend that we take:wup ithe regular .work of
~ the association until that hour. k

Respectfully submltted |
S. 0. Johnson, Chairman.

" The report was received and committee dlscharged
Then the report was adopted as read.




Re'pmt of Cnmmiltee on Documents and Order of Business.

We, your committee on Documents and Order of Bus1—-' '-
ness, beg leave to make the following report:

1. We recommend the former order of busmess

2. We recommend that the next session of this
Association be held with Damascus Church, 15 miles west
‘of De Kalb Miss. Begiuning on Friday before the third
Sunday in October 1919, and that Rev. T.dJ. Adair preach

the 1ntroductory sermon and Rev G. B. Taylor be his
alternate. |

3. We suggest that the Sunday Schools of thls Asso-
ciation organize a Sunday -School Convention for the |
‘purpose of building up more Sunday School interest.

4. We recommend that we have one Union Meeting,
and that it be held with Springfield Church beginning on
Saturday. before the fourth Sunday in July 1919. |

5. We recommend that the clerk superintend the
printing of the minutes. That-we have 250 copies printed
and that he have them printed where he .can .get ‘it .done

best and cheapest, and that he be allowed $5 00 for hIS :
services. | |
Respectfully -submitted;

J. E. Smlth Chalrman

‘The report was received and committee discharged.
Then the. report was taken up by sections and adopted.

Rep-rt of- Cummittee-on Publication and theralure

We your committee on Publication and'Literature, beg
leave to submit the following:

‘We need a better system of pubhcatron for the beneflt
of our churches, and we feel the need of a better :system
of education that our young ministers. may prepare them-
selves to preach the Gospel | - -

We recommend that we use Union therature in our
Sunday Schools.
Respectfully submltted’

W. L Burns Chairman.



The report was received and commlttee dlscharged

Then report was adopted as read.

Report of C: mmlllee on Temperance

We, your commlttee on Temperance beg leave to
report as follows: | |

Wefind a great improvement i'n the cause of temperence

as the liquor traffic 1s fast being driven from our beloved
country. '

Brethren, let us pray God to hasten the day when this,
the greatest of evil on earth ‘shall be’ chained to the

. stake of death

To these ends, we recommend that this Association'

endorse the passage of the pending National Prohibition
Amendment by the Legislature of Alabama.

We further recommend that all our members strictly

abstain from this great evil and all other forms of

Intemperance.
. Respectfully submitted, '
- R. H. Yerby, Chalrman

The report was received and committee discharged.

.. Then the report was adopted as read.

Report of Committee on Finance.

We, your committee on Finance, beg leave to make the

| following report:

We have collected from the dlfferent churches as fol-
lows: Springfield, $3.50; Friendship, $3.55; Liberty,

$3.00; Mt. Harmony, $3.00; Mt. Pleasant, $3.00 Da-
mascus, $3.00; Total, $19.05..
- Respectfully submitted,
A A. Burgin Chairman.

Report was recelved and committee dlqcharged Then
the report was adopted as read.

On motijon the money was turned over to the clerk.

Report of Committee on Sabbath Schools

We, your committee on Sabhath Schools, beg leave to



report as follows - |
We find that Friendship Church has a large Sunday

- School and is well attended. We recommend that the =

delegates insist upon their churches - organizing Sunday
- Schools that all the children may have a chance to attend
and study the teachings of God’s word, that they might

. be prepared to do what the Master left for us to do, that
his name might be glorified. |
- Respeetfully' submitted‘, |
‘A, K. Green, Chairman.

 The report was received and committee dlscharged | |
‘Then the report was adopted as read.

Rennrt of Comm:ttee on Credcmlals

We, your committee on Credentlals beg leave to submlt
the following report:

After a careful investigation we find that all our
ministers are in good standing.
Respectfully submitted,
J. O. Green, Chairman.

The report was received and committee dlscharged -
Then the report was adOpted as read.

Repurt «f C mmittee on Deceased Membere

We, your committee on Deceased Member.s, beg leave
to report as follows: |

By investigating the number of our deceased we find
that our Heavenly Father has called from our various
‘local churches the following named Brothers and Sisters
towit: Bro. Hiram Hollis, Sisters Mahaley Pennington
“and Josiephine Yarbrough from Springfield Church:
Sister Mattie Tate and Bros, H. G. Tate and W. B. Ford
from Friendship Church; and Bro. J. A. Smith from
Damascus Church. All the above named Brothers and
Sisters died in the triumph of a living faith and we trust
that our loss is their eternal gain, and furthermore that
our labors here on earth are increased to the extent of
their labors while here with us. So let us strive to
“accomplish the work once assigned to them.




..+ their state of bereavement.

~ We tender our sympath:iesto the bereaved “'femiles, )
and pray God’s grace to comfort and console them m_ |

Iiespectfully submltted :
D. G W. Hollls Chalrman

The report was received and commlttee dlscharged
Then-the report was adopted as read.

Reporl e Cumm-mc o QUertcs and Rcsoluuons

We, your committee;on Querles and: Resolutlons beg

leave to submit the followmg

We recommend that all querles be brought up in .the

Umon Meeting and the decision brought to the Assoclatlon,

Respectfully submitted,
.+ W. L. Burns, Chalrman

N The report was received and commlttee dlscharged
Then-the report was adopted as read.

On motion the Assoc1atlon recessed one hour for

refreshments.
‘ Afternoon bu,a.mn

The house came to order by smgmg" Prayer by J. E.
Smith. < |

The moderator called for new busmess

- On motlon the moderator was empowered to appoint

delegates to the St‘lte Conference, whereupon the follow-

- ing were appomted 0.D. Pennmgton R. H. Yerby dnd

Luther Hollis, with A A. Burgin as alternate. |
On motion the moderator appointed Rev. M D Clear-

~ man to preach the mtroductory sermon at the Union

Meeting.

The moderator was empowered to appoint ‘correspond-
ing delegates to sister associations. The fo]lowing ‘were
appointed: | : | |

Mt. Moriah Assomatlon-—— W L Burns S. O Johnson

'and B. C. Guin.

State Line Association,_— J. O. Boover, A. J..Ssnders ~



‘and_Rev. D. G. W. Hollis.~ : .
' Jasper Assoc1atlon—— T. J Hankms Rev T J Adalr
andS P. Holhs N

On motion. tl.e reading of the resolutlon of thanks was
| omltted until after the commumon serv1ces on Sunday

Song', ‘__:“ We'll Never Say Good Bye
Recess 10 mmutes L | |
‘The congregatlon came together by Smgmg

- Rev. D.G. W. Hollis preached an 1nterest1ng sermon
from the seventh .Chapter of ‘St. Matthew

The Assomatlon then adjourned. until Sunday mormng

bunddv dServices.

Sunday morning:-the choir gathered around the organ‘_.
~ and rendered a very interesting lesson in singing.

- At 11 o’clock Rev. D. W. G. Hollis occupied the pulplt
and preached to the congregation.. Text St. John 653
" after which the lL.ord’s Supper was administered.

~ The followmg resolution’ of thanks was then offered

‘Resolved that this, Association .tender its-thanks to
" Friendship Church and thzc surroundlng community for
“their kindness and hospitality shown us during our stay -
among them. . | |
| ‘ Respectfully submitted, L

- W. L. Burns, Chairman.

. On motion the Association adjourned to meet nith}_E
Damascus Church on Friday before: the thlrd Sunday m'-

‘ October 1919.

R.N. Yerby, moderator Vernon Alabama, Route 4,
R. H. Yerby, clerk, Fernbank Alabama, Route 1

LList of Ordaived Wimsters and their Post Offices.

D G. w. Hollis, Bedford Alabama, Routel.
G. B. Tavlor. Melborne Alabama, Routel
T J. Adalr Vernon Alabama. -



M D. Clearman, Vernon Alabama.
Llcensed Mlmster C D Spr1ngf1eld Vernon A]abama
Route 1 - | | |

ot _-.".,i{g._... i G .

Union Me eting. |

The Thlrty-Elghth Annual Session Of the Umon Meet- :
cing.ofithe Vernon Free will Baptist Association met- with

‘VernonChurch July 27, 1918 The 1ntroductory sermon

was preached by Rev. Woods Springfield. Subject: The
four things. belonging to Christ Texts: Phil 1:27. 2:30,
- 3:18, 4:13

The cdngregatlon was then dismissed for refreshments.

| Afternuon Sessio..
' The house was called to order by the former Imoderator
Rev, T J. Adair Prayer- by the moderator The

_f_'*moderator ‘then called the roll. of churches and the
":followmg delegates responded:

- ‘Vernon, 0.D Pennlngton e _Y Turner C P. Graves
_J w  McGee | '

Sprmgfleld Not represented.
Mt Harmony,A A. Burgin, B. C Guin, T N. Wheeler

Mt Pleasant J T. baxter A. J. Sanders J, w. Adair,
B G Sanders,J L. McNees, -

- Frien dshlp, Not represented

- leerty, R. N. Yerby, P A Perklns T. J. Hankins
"J.S Yerby, R H. Yerby

The meetmg then proceeded to elect the followmg -
| offlcers

S \

Moderator Rev T.J Adair; Clerk, R H. Ye'rby_
Thermoderatorinvited visiting brethren toseats with us -

~::The moderator then appointed the follcming committees |

s Dovotional exercises. — J G- Sanders R N, Yerby
J. W. Adair, with the deacons of Vernon Church...

Resolutions— B. C. Guin J. T. Baxter, J. S. Yerby.



Procrram—-—A J Sanders AL A, Burgm R N Yerby

T he followmg program was then taken up and dlscussed;i

- 1st. What 1s baptlsm and what does it mean to the |
church?. Rev. ‘Woods Springfield,; Rév. ‘M.:D: Clearman.
" 2nid; Whyiam'l-a Free Will: Baphst'? Rev T J Adalr '_
" Rev.! Woods* bprmgheld o ~ |
- 3rd.-»What can-best be done for the advancement of
_the Free Will Baptlst Cause‘? Rev,,_T J Adalr Rev 3

. -""-aW'oods Spungfield

- 4th. Did Christ: mtend for lns followers to wash each o
. ‘others feet? : If so, why do the-churches’ not practlce it
- now? Rev Woods Sprlngfleld Rey: M: D Clearman |

The. moderator called for report of commlttee on
devotlonal exercises.. | R

T he commlttee reported as fOIlows

“We, your. committee on devohonal exermses beg leave
. .torreport thefollowing:.: - Prayer. meetmg at'10.-0o’clock
~ .-amconducted by:Bro: R N Yerby Preachmg atilliam
~ _ by Rev.:Woods Sprmgheld . Prayer..meeting:fat~7<p m .
~conducted by Rev.. M D Clearman Preachmg af 8 p m -

| -.by Rev T J. Adalr |

AU ReSpectfully:submltted g
e - J..G..Sanders;’ Chairman.

~on: mo‘non the report was: recelved and the commlttee
:discharged.:

~Called for report of commlttee on Resolutlons

o - We, your. commlttee on. resolutlons, beg leave to: subm1t -
~ the followmg | | |

_ Resolved that.we tender our. thanks to Vernon Church
~:and community.for their. klndness and- hospltahty shown :
us durmg our stay among them

s Respectfully submltted

B C. (xum Cha1rman "fl

- On motlon the meetmg ad]ourned Song, Cross*“*-a] or- :
f-_dan To day Prayer by Rev M D Clearman

o
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Sundm mor*uncr thc comrrcgauon met pursuant to ad-

Journment e e ey

Thc hou& Was callcd to ordcr b) the moderator : |
Song aud prayer serwccs conducted by Rev. T. J.
'_'.-Adfur At 11 o’clock, am Rev Woods Sprmgtleld preached_ |
s toa, large couﬂ'regatlon Suchct Sms agamst the Holy |

ﬂ-m_\f"'Q;:'._'_Splrlt Text,-Acts 7:55. ., | “

Rev T. J Addll‘ moderator R H Yerby clerk *-

| N L()ﬂn llllt!ull..-}-_;_' | | L
Sectionl:” This assocmtlon ~shall, be Lnowu as the
Vernon Free Will Baptist Assoc1at10n of A]abama being

‘1.composed of delegates from the dliferent churches form- .
. Ing the same, cach church bcmg entitled to five delegates

9 This bodx hall be con51dered an ‘advisory couuc1l

g but having no authorlty over the affairs'of the churches,
... -unless they depart. 1rom the artlcles of Faith™ of :this
. +,.Association. In case any c¢hurch departsfrom the articles

- of Faith and supports doctrines of heresay, or allows any

'mlmster of ‘her body to teach doctrmcs not in keeping
with our Artlcles oi Faith, the same shall be dealt with by
. .this Assocsation as it may see proper, accordmg to the -

-~ -teachings of the Bible."

3. Each church in thlS Assocnatlon shall bc con31dered

an ‘advisory body and - shell have control. of . its. own
-+ internal affairs in matters-of- dlsc1plme etc' though the

Assoclatlon shall rule in matters of doctrme and general .
ilnterest ~“I'he church may m extrerre cases call .in the
~aid of s1ster churches - S :

4 All questlons of doctrme and gencral mterest shall be

..., settled by a-two-thirds votc of the Assoc1at10n and the

'dec181on shall be final.

.5 The officers of thls Assoclatlon sha]l be a moderator

~clerk and treasurer,. ‘who shall be chosen at each sessmn
| by a majority vote.’ | *

6. 'Thls Assocl tion shall meet annually at such time w



!

'
-

-

and placc as may be agrced upon by a prewous annual
.session, and shall not adJOUI‘Il Ulltll all busmess has been

transacted SRR L o

'_

. Churchcs | wlshmg {o- become members of thls R
Assoclatlon must adopt 1ts Artlcles of Falth and conform
tO ll.S nsages } RN T e R PR FCE :

e -
" e

8. Vte agrec as churches of tlns Assoc1ation to use
our best 1nflnence to promote ‘the- 1nterest of. all moral
“and benevolent institutions; such as temperance cause,

- Sabbath Schools, missionary work etc.

9. No membcr of tlns Assoclatlon shall be e11g1ble to -
thc office of moderator more than two successwe terms
unless no othcr mcmbcr IS competent to act in- that
capacm SRS |

-\ " :‘I : .'. Y
. - ',‘-

Rules of Dtunum* B S

Artlcle 1 Tlllb Assoclatlon shall be called to order by
“the mioderator who pre51ded at. the last sess10n “Former -
clerk shall dlso oftlc1ate until the body is fully orgamzed

20 The Assoc1atlon shall be opened and closed with
smgmg and prayer : |

3. The moderator and ¢clerk shall be chosen by ballot |
at each session of. the. Assoc1atlon. A maJorlty of Votes |

by the delegates present clects

4, . The names:- of the delegates from the dlfferent-l |

;churches shall be enrolled and called as often as necessa-‘

ry durlng the session.. -~~~ 7 A
5 A ma,]or1ty of he delegates present shall rule iIn all -

' cases exceptin the receptlon of churches 1nto our : body

. 1"- -

then it must be unanimous. ..

6 The moderator shall- not be allowed to Vote except
in'case of a tie, then' he shall give the’ dec1d1ng vote. He'
shall be entitled to speak on ‘any questlon after others
have spoken, providing he appolnts some one. to the
Clldl[‘ Whlle he 1s spealnng ST

7 “Only oneuperson shall speak ata tlme WhO shall



“riserand: address the moderator

8. No brother- shall be 1nterrUpted Wlnle speakmg,
,unless he departs from-the sub,]oct under dlscussmn or
use w uls of personal inflection. - o

90 No person Bhall be allowed to" speak more than
tmce on- the same ‘subject, mthout leave “from the
Assocratlon nor more:than: flfteen mlnutes at -a time.

10, No member shall laugh or talk clurmg the t1me
the debate is'going on.: - s e

11 - No'member: shall absent hnnself from the Assoela-
t1on w1thout leave from the moderator | :

Arllcles oi F'uth.

Artlcle 1. . We believe there is one true and l1vmg God
WhO is the supreme ruler of heaven and carth self—eXIStent
Creator of all things; and revealed under the personal
dlrectlon of Father;Sonand: Holy Ghost ‘equal in' every
dmne perfeebdn and ex1st1ng n: d1st1nct but harmomous

-----

2 We belleve the Holy Blble ‘was" wrltten by men _!
d1v1nely inspired, and is a perfect treasureof- heaVenly
~instructions;-that:it has' God: for its -author, . Truthtfor its
~matter¢and:Salvationrfor: itsend;:thatvit ; Teveals: the
principals by which God:will:judgeus,:and.. therefore is
-and:shall remain to.the end of . this' .world ‘the. center. of -
-Christain. Union;.the supreme standard by Whlch all
human oonduet creeds and op1n1ons w111 be: trled |

3. ‘”We bellevel that. man was.:created holy, under the
law of his. maker,.but from.. voluntary transgressmn fell

from that happy state, in consequence of which,allman-

kind are now depraw ed, and wholly unable nf their own
“free W111 and ability torecover themselves from the fallen
state in’ Wthh they are: by nature | : -,

4. o We' beheve that. God has not f1\ed the future state
of mankind by an absolute: and uncondltlonal deeree but
salvatlon iS. offered in the Gospel free to all, and 1f smners



B are lost forever 1t mll be thelr own fault

5 We behe\re that Chrlst by hlS death and suffermgs |
made an ‘atonement for the sins of all manklnd 1in; general -
and every 1nd1v1dual 1n partlcular however none but’ o

-those WhO beheve in h1m can be partakers of the dlwne
beneflts s o ST

‘.
.' il

6 We beheve that true falth cannot proceed from the

exercise of our natural facultles and powers or from the _-
force and operatlons of free will, since man, in- conse-

- quence of his ‘natural corrulﬁtlon is’ mcapable elther of
- thlnlnng or domg anythlng splrltually good ‘

1. We beheve in the general apphcatlon of the grace_ |
" ﬂof God to fallen'man sufflclently to enable h1m morally'_ |
cand actua]ly to' ‘obey" the requ1rements of the law of-

......

| __1'11bertv Jas: 1:15, thisis'to" act” 'saving falth John il 9

however none but those who beheve or acqulesce n

Christ will be saved thereby, Acts 17 32 Romans 2 19' '*

._John 3:19. | . | .
8. We beheve in the free moral agency of man b,ly nﬂ

orace of God, before and after conversion, that he is laid

- under no invincible necea51ty by his Cre: itor, to act in any

given way; that if he lives after the flesh he shall die, but

if he through the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body

he shall live, and, therefore- man is always a proper “siub- .

~ject of admonition and exhortation. Heb. -11:12-13;

Rom. 12:14; Mark 13t 12; Eze. 18:24; Rev. 2 and'3 chapters
Eze. 33:13 and 28 1st Tim. 4:1; Heb 3: 5 Ist Cor Bt 12-22 “

| lst Peter 1:10.

9. We beheve that a visible church of Chrlst is’ ;'
“congregation of believers, associated by covenant “in the
faith of fellowship of the Gospel observing the ordlnanc—
es of Christ, governed by his laws, and exercising ‘the
gifts, rights and privileges invested in them by his “ward;
‘that its only proper officers are bishops or pastors, and

deacons, whose qualificatians - and duties are - defmed in

~ the Epistles of Timothy- and Titus |

-~ 10. We believe that Chrlstlans bapttsm is 1mrner51on |

———— — !



E L

| HE Water in the name of the Father Son and Holv (3 n’Ost,";. :

" and that behevers are the proper xubJect

_L = : We belleve that the Lord S Supper is of perpetual |
a}ﬂl?,}.lg%h}}n by. whlch tne members of the cuurch; m case

of bread and wme are to commemorate together,: the dy- |
~ing love of Chrlst preceded always bv s__ole_mn_ self

| _'htlxammatlon R L AL SRR T

12 —We beheve m open and free communlon and the |
churches of -our_body. are authorlzed “through their .

N pastors to invite Chrtstlans of all orthodox churches who

are’in good standing in- thelr respectwe churehes to com- :

CoT :"'-'-fi'f'-_mune W1th us at the Lord’s ‘Table -

13. . We believe i in the resurrectlon of the dead and
the general Judgement that the Joys of the rlghteous and | -

o .;the punishment of the wicked W1ll be eternal ubon the -

'.--_erncrpals of grace and JustICL
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Statlstlcal Table, -

Churches.

- Vernon, Lamar Countv 'Ala'.'
qPrmgﬁeld Tamar County A]a
Mt. Harmony Lamar Countv, A]a,

~ Mt. Pleasant. Lamar Lounty, A]a..

_- F_riendéhip’.,' Lamaf'(}ounf.y, Ala....

B Nol: lepresented

------

Ad O Boover Luther Holllc;. o

b

Delegates. o

A A Blll‘ﬂ'lll. "
J QG Sandoro

A K Greon W. I, Burns, J O Greon
{, \V B'wrow F E Burns. -

~ |D.G'W Hollis,
"1" J Adalr Volnon, A]a

-+ Pastors and Postoffices, . =
l J Adalr' Vemon Ala. '“.I*"

Bedfmd Ala, R 1"‘

D Gr W HO“H Bedford Alu. R

= ll\.l .uh. "“""“'... . E L el

J H Kynerd D

Liberty, Lamar Coun‘y, Ala........|R N Yerby, R H. Yerby. - | “* ’l‘ J Adalr Vernon. AL]. :
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