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MINUTES ' 
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'l'hc '1 hirty-eighth session of the V cruou Freewill Baotist 
.Associatioi1 met with Pearce's Chapel church on Saturday· . 

• • 
before the fourth .Sunday in September, 1918. 
· 'l'hc introductory sermon was preached by Rev. A. L. 

\Varrcn .- 'l'ex·t, Ephesians : 2 :8. · . ' 
·After peaching',- one hour. was taken for ·refeslunents,. after. 

which the ministers and delegates assembled in the church 
house .. _- . . . · · 

The former mod era tor being absent, Rev. A. L. _ "\Varrcu 
was aprJointed ·_ moderator pro tcm .. Tlie former . clerk 
being present proceeded to business as follows: _ 

A song was snug. ·. Prayer was offered .by Rev. l\L H. · 
All ell. . Announced the association ready for business .. · 

1. Moderator appointed J.\L R. Allen and ,J. B: Pcarch . 
• • • rcadmg clerks. _ ·.·. ··· . 

2. The letters from thevariou3 churches were called for. 
Handed in and read and· contents noted as per statistical 
table. . · · .- .·· 

• • • J 

3. On IJWtion it was agreed to permanently organize the 
body whiclhwns done by electing Rev. A. L.·."\Varren mod
erator and J. E .. Chaflin 'clerk. · The nioderator and clerk 
took their seats and after approprjate r~marks.py the mod-
era tor for the honor confered upon him he promised to dis-· 
eharge his duties to the best of.his ability. _· _ .. · 

4. Called for corresponding messengers, Rev.·. ,J. L. -
Conner from the .Jasper association and the· moderator and 
clerk extended. to him the right. hand of welcome. 
· 5. On motion the moderator was empowered to appoint 

·the various committees· and the following \yere. appointed: 
On Preaching-W. ~T. lV[arkham, H. · ,J. Rye, . Shirred 

Burks, with the deacons of Pearce's chapel church. _ . 
On Documents and Order.of.Business-l\1. R. Allen, "\V .· 

R: Cowley, .J. W: Porter, W. T. S!1lith, with the moderator 
<'mel ' erk. · · · . · · . · . . · . 

, OJ~ -TemperaiiCe_:.R. C. Cooper, W. l\J.- Crews and D. R. 
Barnes. 
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. On Finance-.J . A. rra te, Marvin · Gann · and' . \V.. J. ' . 
.\Iarkham. ' i 

On Dcccas2d l\I cmbers-1" .. l{. Brooks, Houston Porter 
·and D. H. Barnes. 

On ~~~b~atll Schools-h:e Collins, W. l\1. Crews and H.' .. 
• J. Rye. · 

On Cred.;ntial:-:-W. N. .\IeCluskcy, ,J .. ·A. 'l'ate and· .L · 
:11. Thompson; . . . 

. Ou Qneries and Hcsolutions-Shirrccl Burks, l~ee Colliti~ 
;.md Alvis Cowley~ 

On motion the committee mt!de their report on devotiona i . 
· :;c·rvices as follow~.;: Snnday, Rev. A. L. \Varren to preach 

nt 9 o 'ciork, Tic\'. ~J. H. Conner nt 11 o 'elock, Hev .. J. \Y. 
Porter at 8 o'clock. . · . .. 

On motion the a~sociation adjourned to meet :\loutta'y 
/ ' . . 

. morning at 8 o'clock. A song was sung and pt·nyer was 
· offered bv Rev .• J. L. Conner. • • -----• 

SUNDAY SER.,.J!CES . . . 

::-lunda~· mourning at 9 o'clock th•Jre had ~~athct'Pd a large 

• 

eongregation nntl Hcv. A. 1 •. \Y:ll'!'Cll ascended the. stand 
:~'Hl preached a memorial· sermon. , . Text, Rev. 21-4 .. Then 
thl' congTeg:ttion was dismissed for fifteen minutes.~ · 

At the honr of 11 o'clock the congregation 'assen1blecl in 
·able disf'onrse to a large and. attentive congregation .. Snh-' 
.icet, "Th~ IJ,wd's Supper.'' Text, Luke 22-18. Aftertlw 
sermon the Lorcl 's snpper wns admir istered and a host "f 
1he hoMe by singing. Rev .• T. L. Conner preached an 
Christians partook of the emblems. 'l'hc communion· ser
vice being e;1ded. the congrcgittion \Yas . ·dismissed fot· re-
fre~:hmen1s. · ·· · 

At the hour of 3. P. l\1. Rev. ,J. \V. Porter preached an 
:1.bk diseso\Jl'RC to a large and · attentive congregation: 
'l'ext, IT Corinthians G-21 . 

JVIONDAY .MORNING SESSION. 
' 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment./ ;\ song 
and pra:yerwas· offered by the Moderator. · 

. The. Association was called to order by the ·l\Toderator . 
The· clerk called the roll. The delegates 'answered. to their 

. i 

names, after which the l\'[oderator announced a quorum 
' • 
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present and the association was ready for 'business. 
· On motion the reading of the minutes of Saturday's sese 
S:on "·as omitted. · · · 

Called for reports of various committees. 
• 

· . Re:port On Document And Order Of Business. · 
\V c, your c:munittcc on Documents and Order of ;Business 

l:ec;· to :mbmit t11e following report: 
l . \V'c rccomllleJHl the former order of business. 

· ·,2. \Ve recommend the next sessirm of this .association be 
lield with Union Chapel church, the 'lame to convene Oll Sat
u nlay before·. the fourth Sunday in· :September. 19 J !) • 

:J. \Ve l'CCOilllllCilcl that the clerk superinj.en,J tJic prlnt
ingof the minutes, that he have 1400) copies printed and 
that he receive $5.00 for his services. 

· RespeCtfully,. submitted, 
. . . :UI. R. ALLEN, Chairman . 

. Report received and the committee discharged.· Report 
r{•-re~(d and· adopted as .a whole. · 

• • 

• 

· Report on Temperance. . .. 
'\Yc, your couunihce on 'remperancc beg to .submit. the 

followiug. report: . . . . 
After making. inquiry among the delegates fl'Om the dif

ferent clnn·ches we find the 'rcmperance cause on the in-
- r , • 

. crease. \V c, therefore, urge the co-op·eratiOn of all . our 
ministers and lay. members of the· association in stamping· 
out the great cnrsc of orlr land. _ 

Respectfully submitted, 
' R. C. COOPER; Chairman. 

He port received 
n rlopte>d as read. 

and committee discharged. Report 

' 
. On Deceased Members. 

\Ye, your committee on Deceased l\fembers beg leave to 
~uhmit the following report:. .· 

· \Ve find that our Heavenly Father has called two of our 
·f:1ithfnl eo-"·orkers in Christ to their eternal home . during 
· 1 his assoeiational yem·. 'l'hcir mui1es to-wit:· Sister Maddox of 
Fnion Chapel and Brother ·walter Haney of Piney Grove. 
,\11 the nhoYed n:nnrd members died in the triumph of a 
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living faith and in hope of eternal happiness and we bow 
· in humble submission to the will of Him who doeth ·· all 
things. well. . - · F. H. BROOKS, Chairman. 

· .. ll.eport . received and · committee . discharged. . Heport · 
. udopted as read. • .. 

------ . . ' . • • 

On Sabbath Schools. ·. 
We, your committee on Sabbath Schools beg leave to sub-. 

n~it the following. report: ·· . _ . . . _ .. 
After eonsultmg the delegates of the churches,· we fine\ · 

the Sa:bbath School cause on the decrease,. therefore, we · 
urge our ministers to encourage the S:rbbath school work in 

· their respective .churches. Hespectfnlly submitted, . 
• 

W. l\1. CR:C:WS, Chairnuin. 
Heport received and committee · discharged. · Report 

· adopted as ·read. · 
- . '·----·--

-
. . 

Report On Queries a.nd Resolutions. . 
. . ·We, your committee on Queries and Resolutions beg leave 
to sum bit our report: · · · · , , 

\V e find uo. quet·ies to be discussed at this association.· 
Hcsolved, "'l'hat We the officers ai1d delegates of the 38th. 

annual r:.~ssion of. the Vern on F'reewill .Baptist. Association 
n~;somblcd· at.Pcarec 's Chapel 'church, do her~ by tender om· 
heartfelt thanks to the church and surromiding co1nmunity 

· for their co:opcration and generous hospitality shown us 
during our stay among them. · . 

· · · Respectfully submitted, . . 
. . LEE COLLINS, . ChaiJlman. 

Report · received 
adopted and read. 

and . committee discharged. · Report 

• 

· On Finance. · 
• 

' We, yorir committee on Finance beg leave tiJ snbmit onr 
J'cport as follows: 

' 

• 

· After calling for the 
collected $13.10 ~ 

minute money we find· we have· 
RQspectfully' submitted, 

J .. A. TA'l'E, Chairmai1 .. 
Report received and· · committee discharged. Report , 

adopted and read. . . · 
On motion the money .was turn.ed over to the clcl'k. 
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. . . . • 

. Ori lVIinizterial Credientials. 
We, yonr committeeon l\1inisterial Credentials beg leave 

to submit the follO\:ring' re.port: ·. . . · · 
After careful investigation of our ministers· we . find 

them all in. good standing in this associatiOLl except Bro. 
' 1~. A. Palmer. · Respectfully, submitted, 

• 

, . W. N.l\IcCLUSKEY, Chairman~ 
l~eport received aml committee ·discharged.. Hepor~ 

adopted as read. 
• 

On motion the association withdrew fellowship .from Rev. 
IL A. Palmer until he goes back to Hocky Grove church 
~~nd the\ State Line Association and makes satisfaction with 

• 
the above named church and association., 

· . On motion appointed corresponding messengers to sister· . . . . ' 

,nSSOC.IH.tl011S: . _ 

. Mt. Ivioriah Association-A._ ,J. Robertson, L. ·B. Lollar 
nnd Lee ·collins. 

Jasper As~ociatioll___:_Rev. C. A. Cliaffin, ,J. W: Porter' 
and J. E. Chaffin. · ' · 

On motion tho moderator appointed Rev. S. F. Lee to 
preach the introductory sermon.at tho next association and 
· Hev. · .T. "\V, · Porter, alternate. · . 
.. On motion the moderator appointed Rev. C. A.' Chaffin 
:to preach a memorial sermon at ·9 'o'clock on Sunday at the 

· next session of this association. . 
Called for unfinished business. . None reported . 
Called for new business. There was none. 
The business of the association being finished there was a . 

mot,ion made and carried to adjourn to meet with Union 
C\wpcl,.church, G miles cast of Vernon, Lamar county, Ala., 
on Satu\·day before the fourth Sunday in September, 1919 . 
. . ·There was ~1 motion made and carried that Rev. J. L. 
Conner preach the farewell sermon. His subject was, ''The . 

· · Gross of Christ. " At the close of the sermon there was a 
· ~.ong sung. and the parting hand was taken amid' tears of 
grlef and joy and stouts were heard from all parts of the 
house: ·. · 

REV. A. L. WARREN, Moderator. 
J. E. CHAFFIN, Clerk. . . 
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MINISTERS AND THEIR ADDRESSES. 

0. A. Chaffin ...... : . ...... ·. . . . Route 2, \Yinfield, Ala . 
. f. A. Isbell : · ...................... Route 1, Crews, Ala. 
W. · R. ·cro,·dey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Smithville, l\Iiss . 
. T. W. Porter .................... Route 2, Winfield, Ala. 
'l'. 1\I. Lollar ............ : ........ Route 1, Covin, Ala .. 
E. A. Palmer .............. '. . . . Route 4, Hamilton, Ala. 

·. W. C. l\IcCombs .......... , : .'. . . . . . . . . . . . Crews. Ala. 
W. T. Smith .• ........................ Smithville, :Miss . 
.i\I. R.. Allen ............ · ....... : . . . . . . . Smith ville .Miss. 
B. 0. Hudgins ......... .' ............ ; . . Crews, Ala. 
'" -.:, .L · . . . G . c~ .1~. ee ...... · ·~-· ................... _. . . . . . . lliii, Ala. 
A. L. Warren ........................... Bt•illiant, Ala. 

' -"'--·-- ----
ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

· 1. We believe there is one true and living- God who is tbe 
. 11Upreme ruler of heaven and earth, self-existent Creator oC 

all things, revealed under the personal distinctio:1 of Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, equal inr every di\·inc perfection, and 
existing in distinct but harmonious offices in the great work 
of redemption. . · 

2. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men divinely 
inspired, and is a. treasure of Heavenly instructions; that· 
it has God for its author, T.ruth for its matter a!1d Salvation 
.J'or its end; that it reveals principles upon which God will 
judge us, and therefore is and. 2hall remain to the end of 
the world the center of Christian . union, the · suprmnP 
standard by which all human conduct, Cl'eeds and opilliOllS 

.. will be tried.~ · . . · . · · . . 
8 .. \Ye believe that man was created holy, imcler the la11· 

of his l\Iakm·, but from voluntary transgression fel.l . from. 
that holy state, in consequence of whieh all JJHlllkind are 

·no";· depraved an(] -idwlly unable of their own fr~c. will and 
. nbility to recover from the fallen state which they are in 
IN nature. . · · .. 

-L W c believe that God ha~ not fixed th'e fntnre state of 
mankind by an absolute and unconditional decree but sal va-. . ' - . 

. tion is. offered in the Gospel free to· nil, and if ·'sinners arc 
lost forever it will be their own fault. . 

. 5. We b,clieve that Christ, by His death and suffering!';, 
ll!nde an atonement fc;· the sins ofmankincl in general, imd 
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l'Vcr)' individual in particular, however, that none but those 
who believe in Him can partake of the divine benefits. 

6. w c. believe that true faith cannot proceed from the 
exercise. of. our natural faculities and ,powers, or from th.e 
force· and operatio~1 of free will, since man, in consequence 
of his natural corruption, is· incapa·blc, of thinking or doing 
anything spiritually good. . ·. . 

· 7: · W c believe in the general application of the grace of, 
God to fallen man sufficiently to ena·ble him, morally _and 

, · actually, to obey the requirements of the law of liberty, 
.) as. 1 :5, this is the act of saving faith, John 1 :9, however, . 

·none but those who .bcicve, or acquiesce, in Christ 'vill be 
:;a vcd thereby; -Acts 17 :32 ; Romans 2 :19; John 3 :9. . · · 

8. \V c believe in the moral agency of man, by the grace 
of God, before and after conv<,rsion , that he i'l laid m;der 
1:0 invincible necessity, by his Creator to act in any given 

· . w·ay; that if he lives after the flesh he shall die, ·but if he 
through the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body he shall 
live, and therefore· man is always a proper subject, of ad
montion and exhortation. . Heb. 11 :12-13; Romans 13 :14; 
::\I ark 13 :12; Ezck. 18:24; Rev. _2nd and 8th chapters; Ezek. 
:l3: 13-28; 1st Ti1l:10thy 4 :1; Heb. 3 :5; Cor. 1: 12-24; 1st 
Peter 1:10. 
· 9. W c believe that the visible church' of· Christ is a con
gregation of belieVers, ass~ciated by· covenant in the faith · 
of the fcllowsihp of Gospel, observing the ordinances of 
Christ, govcmcd ·by His law and exercising the gifts, rightH 
and privileges invested in them by His word;' that its only 
prope.r officers or. bishops are pastors and deacons, whose 
qnaJification3 and duties are defined in the Epistles to 
'l'imothy and Titus. . · 

10. · \Vc believe that Christian baptism is iiJllllersion ·in 
water, in the name of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and thn_t 

· l;elicvcrs arc the proper subjects.· . . · · 
11. \V c believe the Lord's Supper is of perpetual obliga

tion, by which the members of the church, in the form of 
bread· and wine, are ~o commemorate together the dying 
love of Christ, preceded· always by solemn self-examination. 

12. w c believe in open and free communion, and . the 
, hurches of our body are authorized through their pastors 
to invite . all Christians or orthodox churches, who arc in 

' I 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
• 

• 
• 

\ 



\ 

• 

• 

' ' 

' 

• 

. ' 

• 
• 

' 

. ' 

• 
• 

' 

\ 

' 

' 

• 

• 

• ____ , ________ , ____ , _____ -'--
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good standing in their respective churches, to commune 
with us at the Lord's table .. 

13. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, and the 
general judgment; that _the. joys of the righteous· and the 
punishment of the wicked shall · ·be eternal,· · upon the 
principles' of grace and justice. -. . -

• 

RULES OF DECORUM,/ . 
-1. The association shall be called to order by the madera--· 

tor who presided at the last session. Former clerk shall 
·also officiate until the body is fully organized. · 

2. The association shall be opened and closed with sitlg-
• • 

mg and prayer. 
3. The moderator and_ clerk shall be chosen ·by ballot at 

each session of the association .. A majority of the votes 
of the delegates present elects. . 

. 4. The . names of delegates· from the different· chm;ches 
f'hall be enrolled and called as often as necessary during thC; · 

• 
·, ilCSSIOn. . . . . - . ' . 

-· 5. A majority of delegates shall rule. in all cases, except 
in the reception of churches, and then it shall be unanimous. 

6 .. The moderator shall not be entitled to vote except in 
case of a tie, and then he shall give the decidil1g vote. Ht> 
~<hall be entitled to speak 'on any question after others have 
spoken, provided he appoint some one to their chair while he · . . . 

rs speaking. , 
7. · Only one person shall speak at the same time <,Lnd he 

shall rise to his feet and ndclress to moderator, ancl after 
· recognition ·by the moderator, proceed; · · ' · ' 

8. No brother shall be interrupted while speaking unless . 
he depart fro!_lr the. subject under discussion, or ns3 word,; 
'of a personal reflection. · . · . 

9. No person ~hall be allowed to speak more than twice 
. <m the same subject without leave of the association, nor 

more than fifteen minutes at· a time. · 
10. N omembcr s!ulll lungh or talk during the· tiinc the 

rle bates arc going on. · . . · · , 
·11. No member shall absent himself from the association 

without leave of the moderator. 
• 
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CONSTITUTION . 
. 1. 'l'his association shall be l{nown as the Vernon l!..,reewill 

_ .Baptist Association of Alabama, and being composed of 
ministers and 'delegates from the different churches formin.r . . . . . . " 
the same, .each church being entitled to tlue() delegates. 

2. 'l'his ·body shall be· considered an advisory council, but 
Laving no authority over the internal affairs of churches,· 
unless they depart form the articles of faith of this asso
ciation, br:t this association Ehall have authority over ail 
ministers in the matter of doctrine, character, etc. In case 
any ministc1· in this association depart from. and teach . 
do:.:~rine not in keeping with the articles of faith of ·this 

. ::r:::;ociation, the l':amc shull be dealt with by this association 
- . ' "" . 

· ::s it may sec propa·, accordingto the teachings of the Bible. 
:3. Er.t·h elmr-eh of this ussaeiatio1: shall be considered an 

. . . 
;1dvisory body and shall control its own internal affairs· in 
nwttcrs of discipline, Btc., though any 'brothers who feel 

. icpresEcd to. preach the Gospel of Christ, the chur<lh shall 
or. 1nny i·ccoiamcnd_ such brothers· to the association, and 

. un exainination of the brothers' qnalifiation, if in the judg
. ment of this body the brothe1· would be useful they_ shall 

· · confer- ordination. 'l'his being done at the association by a 
· l e~:·al presbytery. · · _ _ · 

· 4. All- questions of doctrine and matters of general in
terest r-hall bs settled ·by a two-third vote of the association, · . 

. and the decision shall be-finaL 
5. 'l'hc officers of the. association shall be a moderator, 

derk and treasurer, ,:who shall he_ chosen_ at each- session by _ 
- . . ' 

a_ maJonty vote. , . · · _ , 
' 6 .. 'l'he association shall meet anm,wlly at such time and 
pla·-:!~ _as may be. agreed upon by previous annual' session, 
.anrl shall not adjourn finally, until the business is transacted. 

7. Churche~ wishing_ to become members of this associa
tion must adopt our articles. of faith and conform to its 

- # J ' ' ' . • nsages.. - . . . 
·s .- \Ve agree as church.cs of this association to use our 

best influence to promote the interests on all moral and 
·l>cnvolent institutions, such as the Temperance cause, Sah-

. bath -schools, niissionary work, ~tc. . · ·. · · · · -
9. No member of this association shall be eligiable to the 

· office of moderator more than two successive sessions unless· 
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- · uo other memhcr he competent to act' in tl1at capacity.· 
HI~ Any mi11istcr of this association who shall he gitilty 

of eireulating reports of any nature, or aiding in the 
· c~rcul_ating ot any i·eport thaf it;. untrue, on a brother minis-

• • 

ter that is calculated to injure his moral ·character and re-
ligions infiuencc, the same shall be dealt with by'this asso
ciation, or any minister of this association, who is know11· 
to be JHilty ol' using· iutoxocating spirits hy drinking as· a 
be-verage ''"hieh is calculated to destroy his influence ·and 
t:sefllllless, the same shall be dealt. with by this association 
as it may sec proper acc.ording to the teachings of the Bible. 

11. The asf'ociation shal! in ali cases and in the transac
tion of ,all business brought before it, be goverrlcd by a 
nw,inrit;· of the members, or delegates present, · and an.\· 
ehurch, or delegate, f'ailin~ or refusing to do so is and shall 

- lw ('.Oil8idercd by the association as heing out of order . 
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