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- Th~ Thirty-ninth Annual S~ssion 'of the Vernon Free· •· 
willBaptistAssociation was held with Damascus church .. · ·. 

' ' 

. ·· October 17, 18, 19, 1919. ~ ··.· · .· 
· The Introductory sermon was preached by Rev; T. 

" i ' 

J. ·Adair, Text Rev. 22:17, with Rev. G. B. Taylor, al­
ternate. · . ·. · · · · · . 

After sermon one hour-was taken for refreshme~ts. , - ' . . . 
. . , At 1:30 o'clock-the Association came together by 

,_ . ' . . ., 

• • smgmg. . . 

. 

The former Clerk being absentS. G. Johnson was ap~ 
/ '-.-

' - - - . 

pointed clerk, pro tern. . -. · . . _ _ - -
· -On motion.Bros: B: F. Cline ·and S .. 0. Johnson were 
.· appoin'fed reading' clerks .. The letter~. were handed . in 
and.re~d, .and the mimes of the delegates enrolld:as. 
follows :-• ·· · · 

' . 

·, Vernon Church Rev. T. J. Adair and w~ Y. Turner. 
. ·springfield Church· ;Rev: D: G .. 'Y· Hollis .. and Rev;_.· 

Luther Hollis. ·. . · · . • · . 
· Mt. Har~ony Ch~rcg · B. C: Guin;·B. F. Cline, J. L. · 

· · · Johnson and S. G. Johnson. · · 
· · · . Friendship Church Rev. G. K Taylor,· Bros~ W. L. 

Burns, J.O. Green and J. V. Weathers. •. .· · · : .. ·_ 
. . ,.,. . . - • , . I -

Liberty Church_ ·w. W. Barnes, J. H. Guyton and R. 
(' . ' . - . . ' ' - ' 

_·. N,Yerby. ·' . -_ . ·_· .· . . . · 
. . . . . . . - . . . - - I 

· Mt. Pleasant Church A. J; Sanders. · 
. -Damascus. Church · J. E. Smith, S. 0. Johnson,Dug- · 

·. }as May
1 

Bunyon Johnson .and C. M. Johnson. . . 
On motion Bro .. Eddie Barnes was enrolled as a del-·. ' - . -

· .egate from Liberty:ehurch. · · · · 
• Called for new churches into our body.· None. c, 

-. - . 

. ,- '.•- ./ . -

On motion the -Association went into an election for · .. . . · .. - .. - -.······'· • 
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-_ Mod~rator and Clerk, whereupon Rev. G. B.i'aylor was 
elected mode~ator, and S. G. Johnson, cler:K. , - · · · · 

' / . _·,~- ' - "-' -. 

After a few appropriate remf!rlm _by the 'Moderator, · 
the body proceeded- to business in the follo\vin'g 01:der: 

C~lled for eorrtsponding delegates from sister Associ-. 
ations. None· present. -

. I 

_.-- Invited visiting brethren to seats with us, whereupon 
Bro. Rushton Adair was seated with us 'to aid in. the 

• • _ song serviCe. 
· · On motion the Moderatoi· was _einpowered to appoint. 
·- ' 

' . . ' ' . . 

all committees, whereupn · he proceeded .to appoint as . - . . 
follows: · 

• . . 

· On Arrangements · Bros. W. Y. Turner, J. H. G:uy..: 
ton, W. W. Bar~es with the deacons ·of Damascus . . 

--church. . : - ... 
... .... '• .. . ·-· .. . 

On Documents and Order of Business Rev. D. G. W. . -

Hollis, Bros. J._ 0. Green, B. F.Cline, B. C. Guin, W. L. · 
- ' . 

Burns with the Moderator arid Clerk. 
. ol1-Publication and Lite_ratm~e . It N. Yerby, 'f. J, 
Adair and J. V. Weathers. . 

~ . ' 
' ' - . - . ' . - . ' 

· On.Temperance M. L. Hollis, S. 0. Johnsonand A._· 
D. May. ·. _ - - · 

' . ~ . . . 

' · ---On Finance J.· 0 .. Green, A. J. Sanders and Eddie 
' \ ' ' . - ' ., 

Barnes. . -- · - -. - . . -- --

On Sabbath Schools_ T. J. Adair, C. l\'L Johnson and . . -- . .-· . -

J. L. Johnson.--· - . · · - ·- ---
-

On Credentials S. G. Johnson, J. E. Smith and J. H. 
Guyton. . 

. :l . - - -. 

On- Deceased Members Bunyan_ Johnson; W. W. -
-- Barnes, W. L. Burns,· Luther Hollis and B. C.· Guin. 

. . ' ' 

.. ; ,, .-~-~ -· On Queries and Resolutions T. J. Adair, G. B. Tay-.. -. - . ' - . 

• 

• -

-· :- ·ror, and B. F. _Cline. - _ _ . . , _ _ - 1 
_ 

- - l ' • . -., - . . ' . - . '! . -

- _ ··-.. ·: _· _ -'-On motion the Committee on Arrang~merits report as 
· ··_;-._.follows: that Rev. G. B. ·Taylor preach at ·u o'clock 

' . - ' - . - ._ ' 

' · ;,_Saturday andRev. D. G. W. Hollis preach at ll.o'clock 

-
· ' Sunday and Rev. Luther Hollis preach at 2 o'clock,· 

,-·- -· - "\ 
~ . 

. . - . . 
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' ' ' 

' 

on·motion the report was amended, for singing to. be-
- • gin at 9:30 Sunday ll1orning, · · · · · · · · · · · . . . -- .. 

. . · On motion the Association adjourned to' meet Sat- .· . . . - . - - . . . ' 

urday morning at 8:30. , . · . · · · 
- . - -- ' .. ' -.. '· ·'· 

- i. ~ • 
·" 

- - • . .. . f . 

Saturday Morning Session. •·. · ·. - - ( 

' . --
. The Association met persuarit to adjournment ... ·. 

Song, "Sweet- By arid By." Prayer byR. R Yerby; 
·The·· roll of. delegates· wa~ called andthe._Moderator . 

. . ·announced a quorum present. . · . . .. ~ - · · · 
. · ·· On motion the reading of the · mintit~s: of Friday's 

session wa~ omitted. · . . · · · .. •· -~·· .. •. · · · . . ·. . ,-. .-_ 

· · "' .ori: motion the ·Moderator was empowered .to appoint 
I ' - , 

· a presbytery to ordain Bro.: J. E Smith· as deacon of · 
' ._ .. · .•. Damascus church~, whereupon Rev. D. G. w. Hollis, T .. 

.· 

. J. Adair and Luther Hollis were appinted. · .. · . - . . 
,', .. ;,_·· - -.. 

-.------:-- . ',, ' . . 
· · .· Rep~rt on Documents and Order of. Business. · . --. ' ' . . . 

' ' 

We your Committee on Documents.·and Order of; Bus-
iness beg leave to submit ~the following report: . . -

1. We recommend the forme1• de1> of Business: 
- - -- ' 

· 2. We recommend that the nex session of- this As-
soCiation be held with Vernon church ten miles south 

. of Sulligent, Ala., and fifteen miles north ofMillport, 
. • Ala., beginning on Saturday before (heo third ·sunday in 

' . l ·-

October, 1920, and that Rev. D. G~ W.fH.ollis \prea:·chthe · 
Introductory sermon and Rev. M. L. Hollis• be his al-
terna'fe. · .··. · · · · · ·- · \. ~~· ·· · 
. " - '·.:--;, ·'- .. ,.,· ' 

. . 3. We recommend a Sunday Sch90l 'Conyention to . 
beheld at Springfield .church two' mileswest-QfYernon, · .. . ' . ' 

Ala,, on Saturday before the first Sunday in July, 1920 .. ··· .. 
- . - ' 

4. We recommend a union meeting to be\ held at .· 
. - - . - - - /: ,, _- . - . 

· Friendship church beginning on Saturday before the · · 
fourth Sunday in July, 1920, and that Rev. T. J. Adair '7" · .. 

- - ' - . - ' ' - - ' - . . ,. 
preach the Introductory Sermon and Rev. M. L. Hollis 
be his al ter_na'te. · . . . ·· 
• -- - ~. • '-· - .·:-- •• - ••• -' j- ~---,1..;. .. " :.. •• ______ -~ · ........ '····-

----

- -- . 

. . - -. .. ' -

' 

• • 
- : i . 

. . 
: • • . ! 

• • 

•• . ' 

~ . •, 

', 

• 

. - c . . . . .,. .. -' 

---' 

. . . 

• 

-

• 



. . 

. . . 

• 

' 
' 

-. .. -.. 
. 

• • 
' ~ -' 

' < ' . . . 
• • . . 

·~ . 
• • 
• -

. . . 
. . . ' -

./-

. ' • • 

.- .. -~'' . 

' ·. 

- . 
' . . . . ' 

I • , : •• ~ ' • 
. . 

· · .. 5. . We rec<munet~d that. the Clerk ·supervise ::the . · 

. . __ .: 

· · printing of the Minutes; that we have ·3oo· copies print­
ed and that he have ·them printed where he carr get it. 

' done best, cheapest and quickest, and. that he be al- .. 
·. ·. 'lowed five dollars for his. serveices. 

' · · . · · · .... Respectfully submitted, · 
. · · . . ·.D. G. W. HOLLIS, Chairman.·· 

, The report. was received and. committee discharged: 
··-· .· The .. reprot . was . then· re-read · and adpoted hy ·.sec:- . · · · 
tions as read. . . ... 

• • . . 

· · . ALll o'clock Rev; G. B. -T:wloroccupied the stand 
· and preached to a la1;gecongregation using for hisctext 

' - ' . 

. •. John 14:2. · After the sermon the body adjourned until 

• 
1:30 for refreshments. · · · · · · · 

• . .. 
• • 

- ~-. ,. •' -· ···--·-- -· , .. ; ' 

. · · : · Afternoon Sessi?Jl~. , .. , . : . •. · .•. ~. : ,;; 

, ..,..The congregation· came: 'together by• singing. · • • · .. ·_. 
·.·.The Moderatqr·· called for the•· report ··of eommitte'es·:·· 

' ' -.. , ' - ' 
'. '. . . . . . . . . ,, -- , ... ~ . ., . . . '" ' . ,- . -_ . - ' ' 

Report of .Committee on-Publication and Literature. ·. 
. ' 

We you{corn'mitte·e on Publication and Literature 
.. submit the following: . . . . . 

•... •.weneed abett~r systemofpublication for.the bei1e-' 
:fit :of our churches and· we feel the need or' a better· 

- 'system of ed.gcation,: that ou'r. young ministers .may 
· ·· •.better prepare themselve'sto'preach the' Gospel. · ·. 

. . 
/; : ..... · .... ' " ... Respectfully submitted,· . 

. . R. N. YERY, Chairman... ~·· ... 
' - . - \ . - ' ' : ' -

· • c ' .The )'eport was received and committee discharged:. • 
, Then the :.report -was adopted as read .. ·.··•·. . . . . 

- - - . - . ' . . . . . ' - - . 
. . 

· .. , Report . ·of ·Committee .. on. T~mperance. •• ..... . 
- . . . . 

-w~ your Committee on Temperance beg ·}eave to 
submit. the· following: • ·. · - •· · - · · ··· · · ·. · 

· ... ·.'"We· thank God ·for ·so wonderfu'lly blessing us··in~the­
way of driving the liquor traffic from~ourbeloved·coun-
-' . ' - ·,. ' ' . . .- .·. ' ~ -' ~ . - '.' . . . 

. 
• . . 

• • 

. . 
• 

• 

• 

• 

. .. 

... 
. . 

• 

I 

.. 

. ' 

. 
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.. . - ' . -. . 
. . -' 

. - " 

--

• 

. . .. 

. . . 
. ,_ . .. 

- - ' - . 

. . . 

• 

• 

. . . 
- - ... -

' '' . 

• 

. . 

- • ' 5 . 
'-- . t. ' 

' . 

j try~ ·We trust .God. that this. agency .of tli~ devil may 

. . 

• 
• 

.·be .•completely destroyed· from·-among our .people··.and .. 
·. . . religious institutions mas bebuilton ther~ins thereof. 

·.·we pray.God that all our people may-strictly. guard 
'•, t, ' ' - ' , ' . •. , , - . ' . , ,- .. - . - . , , - I , 

.. 

. -

. . 

' . 

· themselves against this great evil that has.'been -the •··· 
r.uin, oLso nianY. ofourpeople. - · :, : · . . ~· . . . - . 

To these· ends \Ve, this Association: thank God that 
\ - v• •, '' ·'' ' ' 

our national Legislature has proposed in theml;'lelves 
that our great nation should not: profit themselves with 
this great evil.. · ·. · .· · . ... . . 

, .. , .··. ·.· Respecfully submitted,· ... · -~ · 
, .. - · l\1. L. HOLLIS, Chairman. · 

. The -report was received and committee di~charged. 
Then the report wac; adopted as read. · · . . . .· : - . 

. . - . - ' . - . _ .. i - ' . '" ' -

·-_: . . ..... :·.-.' . . . . ' •' -- .. -
Report of Committee on Fmance. · ·- ·.: .. • , . ; 

. -

· We your committee on Finance beg leave to submit 
the:following report: . · _-_ · · 

. · . We have collected from the different churches-as 
'foll<>ws: Friendship $4.05; Vernon $3.00; Mt. Pleasant 

· .. ·. $3.00;. Liberty $5.50; Mt. Harmony. $3.75; Damascus 
- - . ' - . - . -. -

$3.00; Springfield -$4.00. Total $26.30.• .. -. .. ·' · 
· · · . · · · . Respectfully submitted, :· ·· . · 

. . ' . ' -

J. 0. GREEN; Chairman.:. . . ' ' ' - . . --.,. . . - . ' ·' . ,. . 

.·. Report received and committee discharged. Then 
the report was adopted as read. · · .. ·· · . "- · . . ·. . - · · 

_, ... ·' ···_.-· . 
,' . ' . 

. . 
__ ,- ",ci';_ 

. -, . - - . . ' -- . . ' . . . - . .. 

Report of· Conimittee on SabbJith Schools; .. •,: ·•. , · 
' ' . . .. - - - -

·- ~ - - - .. - . - .. -

·.We. your. Committee· 011.' SEbbath Schools: beg leave 
to submit the following: ./ . _·_. ·. ·. · : . : · · · . 

·we find there· are only three Sunday Schools in our:·. 
.. Association .. · Friendship church ·has . a ·large sehci'ol .. 
and is \veil attended. Springaeld church .has a Sunday . 

- _. - . - - . ·. _. ', .. ' 

• 

. . 

School, and Damascus church has recently organized a · · · 
Sabbath SchooL . ·- . . · .· · . . : · · .· · · · · · . , 

- .' ' 

We recommend that all the delegate~ in~ist on thelr 
' 

. . - . -- .. . . 
' 

. -

• 

. . -· 

. ' - -

• 

. ·-
. . . • 

.. ',' . 

-
- - ' ,, • 

. . . 

. ' . 
•• 

. . 
-. 

' . 

-

. . 

. .. 

• 
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·- --

' 

•• 

' 

• 

• 

' , __ 

I . 
' ' 
. 

, r···-· , --...· 
-~ ' . 
I . ' 

, I , • • 

- . 

' ' ~ . 
' ' 'I -..,.--- t , '6 

' ' ( - J -

.--- .. ,,. j I:-~···-(; I-·. ' " - ......... 

' -I , ' -.. 
' -' • 

- .· ···•··• ••. ~h\i~~hes.brg~nizing Sund~y Schciols, th~t ·all the chil~ · - · -
·. -~ ...... ,_., __ ,. __ ,_- . - - - ''- ' . ' . 

' 
' 

' ' 

.. 

. ' . 

. , drei1 •may ·,have a ·chance to· ·attend,. and study the · 
, . . - - . -·- -.. .- •. - . . . . . . . ; . - . r· . . -

. teaching~; of God's >Word, that ~hey may· be prepared 
· to do what the Master left for us to do that His name 

' . - ' ' ~ . .... . · . 
- might be glorified. . ' 

. . · · · Respectfully submitted, ·• ·· .· 
-.- .. 

r _ · ·. •.· . • . . . · T. J. ADAIR, Chairman. · 
' Rep.ort re~eived m1d committee discharged.. The 're-. . . 

port was adopted as read. . .. 
.--· ' 

• 
•, 

I • 

Report of' Committee on Credentials;. · 
. ~~-;- .. ,. 

' . 

We, your Committee on Credtntials, submit the fol-. . . 

. lowing reporL · · .· . · 
After a careful investigation, ·we find that all our 

. ministers are in. good standing.·' - · .. · ·. . . • 

.. 
· · · . • .· Respectfully submitted, 

' - - . . -

. ·· s~- G. JOHNSON, Chairman. 
•' - . - . -- .. 
· · Report ·received and committee discharged. · . Then 
the report was adopted as read. · · · · 

' 
' .. 

. _ .- ;· - - - :. ' ' . 
Report of· Committee·. on Deceased Members. 

- - -- -. . 

. ·We find that our heavenly Father has called from our . 
. · ·. various·.·. churches ·the following ·named ·brothers. and .· 

-- -· 

sisters, to-wit: SisterEtta Wallace from Mt. Harmony· 
. church; • Sister Sarah Ann Holland fr?m · Friendship 
church, and Sister R. R. Robison, and Brothtr Lockhart . · 
Brewer and Sister Katie Lawrence from Mt. Pleasant 
church. 

· · / . Ali the above named Brothers and Sisters died in · / 
· •the triumphs of a living faith, .and we trust that our . · 

. ' 

/ 

' 

· · loss is their eternal gain _and furthermore we realize 
- . that our labors here on earth are. increased to the ex-

tent of 'their labors while here with us. So let us . - 1 . • • 

_strive to accomplish the work once assigned, to them. 
We tender our sympathies to the bereaved families and 

. .. 

' 

. . 
•• . ' 

I . . . 

- ' 

• 

--- . 

.. . 

. . -
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. 
' 

' -.. 
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• 

- -· . . ' < .. 

' ' 

' 

• 

" 

' ' 

. 

. . 

• 

. . . 

• 

• 

• 

' ' 

. . 

' 
' • . . . -·------ -----~ .--"l!!-- ~,..._,~ r··' -, . t . ( ' . - l ..... 1 ... """1 ; . -. ' . ' - - ' . ·' 

' ! . ~ 

.7 ' . . 
. " 
• 

' . ' ·- .. ,, . 

... 

• 

' 
' ' 

.J • J 

. pray God's grace to· c~mfort and console thei:n in the.ir .·. . 
. . - . . - - - - - -~ •' 

state of bereavement .. · · 
'.' . 

Respectfully submitted, . ' 

A. B. JOHNSON, Chairman .. 
- . , : . '· 

; The report was received and committee discharged.···· . 
Then the· report \vas adopted as read .. · .. 

":• . - -~ . ~ ' 

· · · .. Report of Committee· on Qutries aml Resolutions. · · 

. We, your Conimittee on· Queries and Res.olutions beg· 
leave to submit the following report: . 
.. We have no report from the· Union meeting ol1. 
Queries and Resolutions to bring before this Associa-
tion. · · , · · · '· 

' ' 

T. J. ADAIR, Chairman.· 
I - , A , ' > 

The report received and committee retained. The· 
· . report· was adopted as read.. . · · · 

' ' . 

· ·.· Called for new bu~~ness .. · ····· . • · · . . . . . .. 
. On ·motion the M6de'rator was empowered to appoint ... · 

delegates in sister Associations, whereupon he appoint:. . 
ed as follows: . . .· . ··· · ···· · ·•· .. · . . · • · •.. · 

Bros. B.F. Cline, W. L. Burns and R'ev. T. J. Adair 
' ' . 

· as delegates to Mt. Moriah Ansociation. · .. · 
. ,- . -.-- --

Brothers R. N. Yerby, W. W. Barnes and Rev. D: G. 
• • \ - - t • \ --. 

W. Hollis to Jasper Association. . . 
Rev. S. lVI. Perkins, Rev. l\1. D. Clearman and Rev.· · . . " - -

T. J. Adair ·to State Line· As.>ociation. · . . 

On motion the ;Moderator appointed. delegates to 
the State Conference as follo~vs: Rev. D. G. W. Hollis, 
Rev'. ·T. J. Adair.· and·. Brothel· R. .N.Yerby .. · · · ·• 

' ' 

··• Ori motion the resolution of thanks was omitted un~. 
· til'after the 11 o'clock serviceD Sunday, after which the' 
Presbytery proce~ded to ordain Brother J. E. Smith. as · 
deacon of Damascus church. . 

.. On motion· the Association· recessed until after the 
' - ... ' . 

11 o'clock services Sunday. 
' . 

' . . . 
~ .. 

. . Saturday night· at 7 o'clock Rev. D. G. W. Hollis 
• 

. , 
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• 
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• 
' ' 
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·.• 

• 

• 

---------



• • 
• 

' - . - , 

. . 
._, ' 

• . . . ' . . 
' .. ' - -

- - . ' 
' - • • I - - . 

··_Preached·. to· a· large· congregation · using for' his·. text. 
- - . ' . . 

Rev. 3:18. · · - t • ' 

.... .; -
; - . ' 

• 
• '. ' ' 

• . . . 

. . 

. 

• 

' .. 

. . . 

· · · · . .... ...... . •. , · :sunday Morning_ Session. . .' . ' · · ·. · 
---·. - . ''• ... ~- .... ; ... ~~ _, .. --~··· __ , _... . 

. , . . Song' service began about 10 o'clock and at ll.o'clock 
: .. --- ,' -.• - -~ ~~---- ._ ~ '--· .,1,"· ... ,- ·-·-- .,._ .•• _, ... t ···-··· ·--~---· .. - ___ , __ , __ ,_ .,~.--

. -· c .·. I~~v: J?·, G~ W·. H()His e~teredt~~ stan~ and pre~?h~d,to _' 
·. • large and attentive congregatiOn, using· for ·his .. text 

. ...,_ ' . . . . ' . 
····St. John ·i5:12, after which the.Lord's'Supper. was ad-
. ministered to a hostof partakers. . ·. · '· 

., .-:.The following Resolution of Thanks wa~ offered: .• 

• 

···. • Resolved, That .this Association tender its. thanks to·· · .... 
•"Dariiascus:churchand the surrounding commmiity;.imd.· . 

. '\ . 'especially th~ 'good sisters for their kindness and hos- . . 

• 

-.- I 

. -- '• ""'"···· 
. · pit~lity shown us during our- stay-among them: ... · · 
· . .. · · . : • · · :. .. · .. Respectfully ·submitted, .. 
, . ··. · .. · .. ·: ·. :. T .. J. ADAIR;·_chairman: 

· ; ..... cOn ·motion the resolution \vas received and adopted. 
. ·. ·.rind committ~e :cffscharged,~a'fter-:.which,the. choir sang 

; .a song a1.1d. the c<mgregation took .the parting' hand . 
. .. •"'·,J:::··._r:·--;;··_-~---. -~~- -:~ -~-- ::·:., -: ·-_~:-_.·- ·'·: · __ ··-:"·::·:·-·· ~:· __ -,~--·- ... _7~:"-: _ .··,·.~.--

. . 
.. 

. ' : ., 'Lis(of Orda.in~d Ministers and tlieil~ 'Pos'tofflce :·, ; ' . · .. ·. 
---·.:-· ~ ··-··•': .. ·. :!,··-: .·. ,./ .. ·- .·.- :~·.-._, __ ,~,---,_.,_ .... ;'.-~-.: ... :.,~-~- ... _-· .. __ 1" .. '·· 

· ·· ·· · D. G. W .. Hollis, Bedford, Ala Rt. 1 . . . : . . . · · 
• "J •' " • '"'c'' ' ' • -' , ' • l ' • ' ,. ' "*" ... •-' -.. ..... . ··- - ....... ·•·"'i·. 

. . . G:· B: Taylor, Melbourne, Ala. Rt. 1_. . . . . , . 
,,•·-~·- ',;-r >,' • .,• • ,' ',•-• , .. .,-, ' .' ._.',"';,' •, '• '' ,;,. 

. . . · T. J. 'Ad~lir, Vernop., Ala. . · •-··_ · .· · · · . 
· · M. D. Clear~an, ·vernon, Ata. · · ·· · · · · · . . . 

' . 

. :: .~·, ·S>M.-Perkins Vernon, -Ala.·, ·· , .·. ·. 
' ' . . ' ' . . 

· · ·. ,, :: . M; L. Hollis; Bailey, Miss, Rt; 3. · · • , ' · · · ··· 
·· -· Licensed Ministers C~' D. Springfield,· Verrion; Ala. 

. . ' ,, ~- .. ·, ;:, 

R t. 1. -.. · · .. . . . ·._ : , · 
.•• . •.•. t .. ;... ~--- •.. , ....... ·.·.·.·· .·.··.- .... ,·,_ ---. ··--· -._ .. 

.- . " - . ,.._ ' . . . . .. -
- '' '· - -' - . . ,' 
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.. - . . . 
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. ·' .... ., ·.·-.• :. • - ___ : •. -.- •. --- '<. -_,_, ... ,, .. 

. ),• . .-.·. ···,·. '•. -_ '. --·- '-·-· . ~--"'- - --·-··t-·"'~-
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• 
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-. ' 

• 

• 
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. · CONST~TUTION~ .- · 
. -· . ' . ·' . .. ---.·';.._·-, ~--. -' 

- I .-. . • . '.I 

• • 

'• --~-' ~- •••- • '• 00.• -.:-.;._ L' ; • 

• 

- ' -· ' 

' .. ,., ' 

' . ' . . '- ',._ 
·. ' . ·• 

,- ,' . . 

;,; 
•• • 

; ·,· ' . ',. ' -
. ' 

,• -' . -
I,.. i,_., 

".' . 
. ' ' . - - ' ' . - - '' ' . - - ' . - - ' - . . . ' ' 

' . 

. .. , .· '.··_ .. SeCtion .. 1. · , Thi~ association· ~hall.-be .knoWn .. as·•the ·. >· ·· .··. 
. -· -. - -' - . . . - - . . . ' ' ' . -. <o. . -- ' . ' . . ' -. '. - .· ' • f''' 

· .. ·.. ._· ··vernon Free Will Baptist.AssoCiation of Alabania).;btt-". · 
· • · > · ·;" infcollirx)sed.of delegates from 'the.'different:church~s •·· . 

• · · · forminiJhe·.same, -.each •- ch urch .. beiiJ.g .:entitled:,to 'five· · .. · - i: -- " -

·, . . . 

- - ·. 

• 

-
' . 

• • 
' . 

- ' . . 

' --. 

· · · · ·. de'legate·s. · __ .· .· ·.. · · · .· ... ·.·.. .·. · · ···· _., · · · ,, · · 
. ' •· '4·,., ... - ,. .·•· ...... · 

. ' - ' ' . -

. . ·. · ... :.2. :This.body shalL be .considered-.an advisory coun- . 
<. . cil, bu6hi~ing no autlfority over the affairs .. of, the ·_ 

·: . .._· · ~Ghuvches' unless they depart from the Articles of Faith · 
- •'. ·~-- '. ' ' ___ ,_.,.~ __ ...,.._ ... .,.._ .... _______ \ .. 

· • ·. , to.J~is"}..ssoci1;1tion. Jn case any·church dE;!parts from 
_ ) pi~ Articles of :Faith.and--stipports~doctrines of heresY.; 

• · · · · or allows .any .minister,ofher.body, to, teach 'doctrines-not 

• 

. • • • .... ' . ._ ' ! ~~ ~ • ~ • • : j • • -~ • • : • • . ' • ~ "'. J • - ! - " . 

·.. . in keeping -with. our Articles:Qf Faith,_the same sbalLbe 
.. ~ ... ; .... •" _, .. _,., .f''· '.-' ........ ·~ \-' ' ... ·., ··.····-·~--- .. -..... ~ ... ,,_, 

· · _· . .d~W.with_by ;this. ,As!?~cia~~qn h ~{I; it. may~:.see ~~1>.~% . 
. . , according .to the teaching&,. of the JHble..~ . . . . - . · · · •· 
-~·.-··· .. ·: '·-· . ' ,., __ .. ~ .. _-.· ·._ . .. ' . -

· .:.:. 3. ·:E'ach church itithis'i.ssociatiori shall be.:Consid~ 
•,- ,·. • -~··---.<',•-.,.~., •·-·~~· .. •:.-•:- "• •·• '.'·'"·.,•'-' J o\--,~~,;._··~·-_·, t•"'• ,,-.'w ,', ',· ... , •' • 

· .. ered an· advisorY, .bo_dy ·and, shan-.·~~Yf7.,con,t~o!,,()f, i~~ .. · 
. · own.· internaL affairs in the. m~tters ·of disciplhi'e, etc., . . .. ' · 

though the Ass~.clation shalLriile.in imLtter~ of doctrine · ..• 
- .... - • • •• { ',, .. _. . '- ' • • ~-' • '' ~· '! ' ' 

and, gen~raL interest .. ~ The church ,.may, in .extteme • · 
- - ~- . ' . ' . - - . " ' ' ~ - ,. . '. -

· cases call in the aid of .sister.- churches ....•.. ·· · . ·. · · < 
' .- ... , ' 

' - ! ' ~ .• - • ·_, •' • --- ..• ' 
···'· --·. ··-·.·-

. 4 .. Air .questions of 'doctrine and. generaLinb~rest. 
.. - ' . - . -

· .shalLbe settled by :a.two.,thirds.vote .. of.the Association, .. 
., ' ' . - . . . . . ' 

• 
' . . ' . and the . decision shall be final. . , . . . . .. 

. . . 

. 
• 

,• '· . 
' . . ' . .. 

· .. 5. The .officers of this .Association. shal'Lbe.a mode-.· ' . . ' ~. ' ' ' ' ... -- . . ' -. ' . . -

· . rator,. clerk.and.treasurer,. who shalt be chosen at'each · 
' - ' ~ . - . ' - . ' -

···· session by a majority vote. . · · · .. · · · · · · · · · -· : 
. . 

6 •..• This Association.· shalLJl:.eet.:annually,;at. such 
time and .place .as .may, be. agreed .upon, by a previous. · .. 

· annual session, and.shaiLnot.·adjourn~until alLbusiness ,· 
• , . - I . 

. · has~.been.transacted.-
.. . . ) _, ' 

. . 

. . ' ' ' 

• ,.. . . - -- . - ' ' - ,- .. - ,·_· .. _·· -

• 'J~ ·. Chqrches wishin~ to become memb~r~ of this·· 
• . . • .. - l.. .• . ' ' - . . ' ' ' . . 

. - --

.. . . .-
• 

' . 
• • 

. 

• . . 
' .... • 

. ' _. . ·-

• 

' ' • 

• 

. . 
. .. 

' 
- . ' .... -

'· - . .. 
. 

• 
. ... -~ .. -- .•. ~ ·. 

'' .. -... ~-- .. ·. '' . . . .. - .. _. ., -
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' ·-· . . 
• . . 

• • 

·-- - . ' .. . . ' -. - ~ 
- ...... 

. 
~ ' •·. . -

- .. -. - ' . . ~ -- - ' ". ' . ~ ' . . . . . . ~ - .- . --- ': 
Assoctabon must adopt 1b.1 Articles of .Fmth and con:.. · · 

· form to its us~ges. ·· · · · · .· · · ·· · · i . 

. . . . ' ' . . . . . . ---~ 

•• ' . - . 

. . 

• 
. . . ' . . 

-.. 8. We agree, as·~ churches of' this 'Association, to • 
. - . . ' - -

- use our best influence to promote the .interest of' all· 
, moral.and. benevolent institutionS;· SUCh- as· ten1peram;e 
· cause, Sabbath Schools, missionary work,. etc. · £ 

. . ..... 9.' :No member of this Asso-~iation shall be eligibl~ 
• . · to the office of moderator more than two successive 

' . .. .. .·· . 
• 

. 
. ' 

I 

' . 

• 

•• 

• 

• 

. . 
- . 

. terms; )mles·~ no. other me~ber. is competent· to act in 
thafcapacity. • · · ' · · , · - t · 

• • 

• • ... . .---
• • . . • • • . . . . •: 

. . 
·' 

. . ----
.• . .. ' ' -

. '.. / . - -
• • 

- . . ' 
• • ' 

• . ; ·· . RULES OF DECORUM.·, .• .. · . 

-.. . - . . . . . . . I 
. Article 1.. This Association shall be called to orde1• 

by the moderator who presided at the last session. 
Former ·clerk shall also officiate unth the body is fully . - . - . - . . - -. . 
organized. . · _. ·- · · . . 

1
• . 
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.-. • '>- ' • ' ' • ' • -- . . - . -
· · -2. · The Association s.hall. be opened and. closed with . ·. · 
~--... . . :·. -. ·- ·._ -. •' . ' .· .. 

smgmg and:prayer. ·· ·. . · .. _ · . -~-- ·. . . . ' , . 
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.. · : _· .' . . ~: : The-~od~rator al1d ~ier~· shall be ch.~~en' by ballo~ 

.·•:; I .-._ ;at e'ach•se.ssionof the' Association.' A majority_ of votes 
1 <> ·by the. clel~gates present ele~ts. .. ~ · · · · · ·. 
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< 4.- 'The riarnes of • delegates• from the . different ... 
chu.rches.shalLbe enrolledandcalled·as often as neces- •.. · 
sary during· the session. · · ·. · ·· · · : · ·-·· · · - . . . - . . . , 

. . 
• 

. . 

5.- A majority .of the delegates· present shall rule 
- . - , ' . I 

in alL cases, except in the reception of churches inot 
. our body then. it must be unanimous ..... _ • . ' . -·· 

' . . 

6. The moderator shall not be allowed to vote, except 
. in case' of a tie; ·then he shall give the deciding vote. · 

. ' - . . ' ' 

· He shall be .entitled to speak on any question after oth-. . . 

e1•s have spoken, providing he appoints some one to th~ 
chair \vhile he is speaking. . . : . -. . . . ..·. 
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· . 7.: Only 'one person shall speak at a time·, who sha11 
· rise and address the moderator. . . 

. ' . 

• 

' ' 
·.. 8 .. ·No brother shali be interrupted while speaking, .·. · 

~. ' unless he departs from the subje~t under discussion, 

. 

• • 

• 

. - '\ - . . 
. or use .words of personal reflection ... ·. . . : . . ;. . ..... . 

. 9. · .. ·No ·person· shall be ali owed. to speak more than·. 
twice on the.· same· subject, · without Jeave ·from . the · 

· Association, nor more than fifteen minutes at a time .. ' 

· .···H). No. membershalllaugh ortaik during the ti~e · .. 
. thedebate is going on. • . · " · ·. - . . . 

' -·- ' . - ' -. .· { 

· · 11. . No member shail absent himself from the -Asso,. . . . 
ciation without leave frGl:J. .the moderator. . ~ . 
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• Articles of Faith. 
:~ -

.. -. 

. . . . ' - -. ' . . . ,. . ...... :, __ _ 

. . ··­
-- . . 

Article 1.' W~ believe there. is one true and ·living . 
_God ~ho ·is the supreme ruler of heaven and earth, self-·· 

existent Creator of all things; and revealed under the .. ·. · . - ~ ' . . ' . 

· . persona'! direction· of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, equal · 
.... ·in every divine perfection, and existing indistinct but 

. . ·. harmonious-offices in the great work .of redemption·.· ... - - ' . . - - - - ~ ' ... •. ' 

• 

. - . . . 
' . . 

2. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men · 
- . ' . ' . ' . . ., --

. .·divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of ·heavenly .··• . 
instructions;. that it has God for its author, Trutll for 

. its matter, and Salvation for its end; that it reveals the ... 
principles by which God will judge us, and therefore i~ 

• 

. . 

. . . 

· · · · ~. and .shall remain to the end of this wodd the center of · ' . . 

Christian Union, the.supreme standard by which all I. 
·human conduct, creeds and opinions will be tried. . . . 

' - - - ' ' . /. - . - ' ,' 

3. We believe that man was created holy, under the 
. - . . - - I 

.law of his maker, but from voluntary transgression.fell 
from that happy state, in consequence nf which, . all - · 

. mankind al'e now deprmed, and wholly unable· of their . · ·. . . 
• 

-- ,-

' • 

. . 

• 

• 

. ' 

. ' .. • • 

.. . 
- ----~--

• 

.... 

• • 



• 

' ' 

' • 
' ' . 

. . 

-• 
. ' 

- . 
• 
' 

I 
!. 

' ' •• 12 • • • 
• 

• 
• 

- I , - . . . . , ·. . . ' ) 

. congregation of beiievers, a[EoCiated by covenant in the· , 
· ·faith of fellowship of the.· Gospel,, observing. the . ordi.:: 
. ·nances ;of Christ-,governed by ·-his· hiws,_• and .exercising-· ---. ·• · 

the ~dfts, rights ai1d privilegcosinvesh~d ·in thein by his. ··· 
- "' ,, .-.-. -" · .. - ·-. : .. ', . ' .. - '. ' ' ' - - . -... '' :. - . - . ' . . .- ... 
word, that its only proper officers are bishops -or pas':' 

·· ···· .• J~rs, and deacons, whosequ~Iifications andduties are · . · 
- - ---~-) ' ' --. ,•. ;.- .,._.--_-, ,_, l ' - • ' ,1· - , • 

. . •. d~firied ii1 the· Epistletf of Timothy· and Titus. .· .. , .. 
;_.i'- --- ·_;··:,. -._ ·- -~ _- •.• v • -·--- ' •' - ·, - • -- .I{ _, 

> 10~-. We .• belie've that Christians. baptism-is. immer:: 
sim:i in\vater, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy· 
•.• ,. __ ·'·· ~- -., .,__ -- ' - •.. --.- . • ·- 1 - •. · ' 

. Gho~t; and that believers are the proper subjects. : 

' 

:.·_·:·•;.,'·-···-···-. '-,. _ _. -,_ - -·· -·-: .. ~ .. ~ ', 

• 

·11. · ·We believe that the Loi·d's Supper· is of perpet..! ' . ' 

· uat. obligation; by· which -the members of· the .. church~ ·. f 

.· . • I ·: , ·- ' - . · , • _ 1 • . 

· in case of. bread and wine, are .to commemorate"toi · 
\ · gether, th~ dyinglove of Christ, preceded ~Jways by sol~ 

emn seli'examination-.· ' ' ' ' ' l 
, ... ,. -·- . ·-·:·- --· ..... ·-·~~*- ··'·-· 

0 ' ,' • ' • • I ' ' _/ • -~ ·'· ,:! 

... _, 12 .•. We .believe in open aridofree communion, .. and 
·. _. "f· ...•. - ·-· . ' 

the church~·s. of our body are· authorized,< throughj their 
. past~_rs, :-to ~i~vite .Christians ()£;.all orthodox ch~~_che~ · · .· · · 

. 'who .. are. in good standing in their respe~tive, churches,.. . 
I ' . . . . . .• . ' . . . ·-. . . . .. • . 

> .. ' ' .. ' . ... . ,fo: commune._ with us·'at the Lord's Table. ··.·•· ·· .. ·. . . 
c;·~~·<·-':.····~::,:..·:.·'·.~--.'';. '·~·· .. :.:.- 1 ·'.:'. ·•.''.-",. ·, . - · .. ··;' ·,• .. ,·, .> .. - -... J- ' • 

, .· .· :·;,13.,.: We believe in the resurrection of the dead. and 
.. · /. the.:general .:judgment; .. that. the joys of the righte<>u~ .•.. 

". - . - . . ~ ' - - - - ' . - - ' ------
..• · · .and the punishment. <>f the wiclnid will b~,eternal; upon 

\' ._· .• _ -~---·-'·· •• ' - •• ·.- < 

· · ... the ,principles, of grace and J usbce .. · . , . ~. 
.. • •.- I;... . . _., - .. • ' • - - ' - .. : ' ,• ' • -
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own free' wili and ability to recover theniselves fro:rn 
• ' ' .,1 -._ .. ····-.· '-

the fallen state Jn which they are by nature; .. · .. ··, .. , : . . 
- . ' . . . ' . -

' ' -' • , I , ' 

'4. We·beiieve that God' has not fixed the future 
state of manldnd by an absolute and imconditiorial de~ 
cree, J:mt salvatio~ is offered iri the:Qo'spet: free to' au; .. 
and if sinners. are lost forever it will be their own fault.\ 

' . 
l ' ' • • ' . .• • 

. K We believe :that Chri~t by his·death arid suffer';. 
ings ;na.·d{an' ato~ement for the simi' of all manki~d· in .· ' '. 
keneral and every individual in parti~ular, however,none 
but·those,who. believe inhim can be partakers-of the 

' · divhe·benefits .... · · · · ·. , · •· · ·· > .·. ,, l 
. ' . " . • 

· > 6. We believe·that true faith cannot pro~eed froin 
the·. exercise of our natural . faculties and: powers,' 'or 
from.the force and·operations of.free will, since num, 
in'• consequence; of hhr ~atuuat' corruption :is incapable 

·either, of· thinking or • doing· anything .spiritualli' good:· 
~-··._.;_-·-(.:: ._, -. '. ··;· -~ ,_ - .< -·.. -· t·' t•' ._ ... ~. 

· 7.· ·We believe in the general applfcatiori ofthe'grace . ·.-.' - '.,, ' '- ·. _,.,_ '·"···· ,, 
of God to fallen man sufficiently to enable. him,' 'in orally ·. 

. . . ~nd ad~ally; to obey the requirements. of the law:. of ... 
, liberty~ ·Jas. 1:15, this is to adt saving faith:. John · 

. i :9, however none but those ,who believe, or acquiesce . , 
. 
'; h Christ will be saved thereby, Acts 17:32; Romans ., 
! ~; 

.. .. 2:19; John 3:19_. · · 
. . 

8. . we believe in the free moral agency of man, by 
the ·grace of Golf, before rind after conversion; that he is 
laid under·no invincible necessity by·his. Creator, to act · 
in· any given way; that if he lives after the flesh he 

' . - . 

shall die, but if he through . the· spir\t do mortify . the .. 
deeds ·ofthe. body he shall live, and, th~refore man .is 
!., ' • • . • • . • 

ahvays.a proper subjectofadmonition and exhortation; 
Heb. 11 :12-13; Rom. 12:14; Mark 13 :12_;. Eze. 18:24; 
.Rev. 2nd 'and 3rd chapters; Eze: · 3'3 :13, and- 28; 1st 
!rim. 4:1; Heb, 3 :5; 1st Cor. 1 :12-22; lst Peter 1 :10 ... · · • · ' 
~ . . ' - -- " ' ' . ' ' . ' -' ' ' . '( . . -

;.. . . ' . ' - - \. .· . ~ - .. 

. 9 •. We" believe that a visible church of Chrif!t is a. 
·- ~--:~-,.; - -··· .•. -' .·-'-.' :•-'h'\' __ , ··-
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