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PROCEED;INGS '

The Forty-Third Annual session of the Vernon, Jﬂ‘ree

. - Will Baptist Association was held with Mt. Pleasant Chur-

ch, October the 20, 21, 22, 1923. The mtroductory sermon

- was preached by Rev. M. L. Hollis—Text; 1st. Kings 17;

13. After preaching one hour was taken for refreshments.
The ministers and delegates assembled in the house at
due tfime. The former Moderator being present, and the

former clerk being absent the Moderator appointed J. E.

Chaffin Clerk pro-tem The Moderator and Clerk took their
seats, and proceeded to buisnéss as follows: A song was
sung, prayer offered by the Moderator, and then he anno-
unced the Association ready for buisness.
1st The Moderator appointed Bros. S. (Jr Johnson and
~A. S. Gann as reading Clerks.
- 2nd. The letters from the various churches were called
for, handed in, and read and contents noted as per statis-

tical table -
3rd. On motion it was agreed to permanently organize

which was done by electing Rev. C. A bhafﬁ_n Mndelator -

- and J. E Chaffin, Clerk.
The Moderator and Clerk took their sed,ts, and after-

| appropriate 1ema1ks by the Moderator; for the honor con-
fered upon him, he promised to discharge his duties falr,
-~ and impartially to the best of his ability.
 4th. -Called for corresponding messengers; come forward
from the Jasper Association, Rev. J. L. Conner; from the
Mount Moriah Association, Bros. . A Guin, J. T John-
son and R. C. Stacy: from the Tupelo Associaton, Rev.
J. M Haas. State Line, represented by letter.
5th. Give invitation for new churches—none presentud
“6th. On motion the Moderator was empowerd to appo-

int the various. commlttees, and the following were appoin-

ted:

].St On preachng, P. L. Maddox, VV. N, MCLlUSkGY!

~and J. M. Hill.
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| 31d On Deceased Members Rev M. L: Hollis, W J
- Markham, B (. Guin, RobeltRogelb
4th. On Sabboth Schools; S. G‘r Johnson, J.T. Baxter,
J H. DuBose. |
5th. On Ministeral Oredenmalq 9. G Loftis, H D. bhel-
nut, Loyd Turner.
6th. On Queries and Resolutlons;j C. E. Roberts,-J. M.
Stanley, R. N. Yerby. | |
7th. On Temyperance: G A. \Vealr, P. E. Maddox, J . M

Hill. |
8th, On theratme \Iose Hollls, Lee Slzemore, W N

McCluskey. |

On motion the committee made their report, on Devot-
ion Services for Sunday as follows: - Rev. S.F. T,ee to pre-
ach at nine o’clock A, . At 11 o’clock A. a. Rev. J. L.
Conner. and C. A, Chaffin. At 92 o (‘locl{ P. M. 'Rev. . B.
Tavlor preach | | _

On motion the Assciation adjourned to meet Monday
- morning at 8 o ‘clock, a song was sung and prayer was of-
- ferd by Rev G. B Tavlor, ~ “

Sunday Services
Sunday mormng at nine o clocl{ Bro. J. T. Johnson

conducted the song services, and Re . S. K Lee delivered
an able sermon from the te*ct Heb 3c.andl1v F ollow ed
by Rev. A. L. Warren. - |
| At 11 A. M. Rev. J. L. Conner, and C A. Chaffin prea-
ched from the subjec **Communion,’’ at the close of the
~sermons the Lord’s Supper was admlubtered to a host of
christians. ~

© At 2 o’clock . M. Rev. G-. B. Taylm preached an able
sermon, text, 1st. Cor. 18 ¢. 1-9 verses.
Sunday night Rev. J. M. Haas preached an able ser-
| mon, sub]ect ““Bible Questlons
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Monday Session
The Association met pursuant adjournment; the con-
gregatien sung a song, and the Moderator offered prayer.
The M aderator called the body to order
The Clerk called the roll; the delegates answerd to
- their names. The Moderator announced a quorm present,
and the Association ready for bu1sness.. |
- OOn motion the reading of the mmute of Saturday ses-
sion was ommitted. -
Called for reports of the various commlttees

Report of Committee on Documenis
and Order of Business

We, your committee on document and order of busi-
ness, beg leave to submit the following report:

1st. We recommend the former order of business.

- 2nd. We recommend that the next session of this Assoc-
iation be held with M t. W1111ng Church, the same to con-
vene on Friday before the third Sunday in Oct. 1924.

3rd. We recommend that we have five hundred coppies

- of minutes printed, and that the Clerk superintend the
printing, and that he be allowed $5 00 for his service,

- 4th. We recommend that we adopt our Origrinal Articles
of Faith, |
5th. We recommend that the present Moderator preach
the introductory sermon at the next Association;. or appo- |
int come one to preach it |

6th. We recommer:d that we hold two Union Meetings |
during this Associational year; the places of holding. the
same to be decided upon by this Association.

' Resptifully Submited, | - |

- Rev. G, B. Taylef,_Ohairman‘.
Report received and the committee discharged.

- Report re-read by cections; each section adopted.

" By motion the Moderator set the times and places of
holding the Union Meetings; the first to be held with
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Pmev Grove Church, the same to convene on -Saturday
before the Second Sunday in \la,y 1924 o
-+ The second Union-Meeting, to be held w1th Liberty
Church; the same to convene on Saturday before the first
Sunday in July 1924. On motion the Moderator of this
Association is to serve as moderator of the Union-Meetings.

Report on Temperance

-We your cemmlttee on 'Temperance beg leave to sub-
mit the following report: We are made to believe that
Temperance is ons of ths gratest thoughts known to
mankind If we disobay the Laws of God by getting into
an intemperate attitude, we bring upon our selves condem-

“nation; because He said ‘‘Be ye temperate in all things,”’

therefore we should all join togeather in urging, and help-

~ ing one another to be more temperate, because the things

that God has given as a blessing to mankind can be used
so that it will prove a curse instead of a blessing.

‘Report Submitfed,

- | | G. A VVelr, Ohalrmdn

On Deceased Members

We your committee on Decesed Mombers beg leave to
submit the following report: After a careful review. we-
~ find that our Heavenly Father has seen it best in His wise -
Providence to call from the walk’s of lifes ruged path-way
the following, Brothers and Sisters to wit: From Beaver-
ton Church, Sister Brunson Hollis; Union Chapel, Sister
Mary Brock: Friendship, Sister ]]Ille Pridwmore, and Sister
Emma Burnes; Damascus, Bmthe1 Z__;stell Harbor; Mt.
Harmony, SIStBI’ Sarah Graham |
| We trust that all those mentioned above died in the
- faith of our Lord and Saviour Jesus <« hrist, and our loss is.
| Heaven g eternal gain. Report Submited..

. Rev. M. L. Hollis, Chauman

- Report received and commlttee dlscharged
RepOIt adopted as rea,d
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"Sabboth Schools

We your'committee on Sabboth Schools” beg leave to

submit the following report: After a careful investigation
of the different churches of the Association we-find the
Sabboth Schools not to be as prosperous-as they should be
in all the churches, we herewith urge our people to push:
~ this great work; which is a part of the warship of God-
‘We find good BSabboth Schools' at*Beaverton, and

Springfield.Churches; we also urge our mihisters toimpress
upon each church to take up this work. ‘Report Submited.
8. . Johnson, Cha1rman
Report received and committee dlscharged
Repo1t adopted as read.

On Credentials

We yeur committee on Credentials beg leave to sub-
mit the following reporf: Affer a careful investigation
~we find all of our ministers in good standmg |

- Resptifully Submited.
S. D. Loftis, Chauman
Report recewed and committee discharged.
Report adopted as read.

“Queries and Resolutions

We 3?0111: committee on Queries and Resolutions beg
leave to submit the following report: Resolve that we offi-
cers and delegates of the forty-third annual session of the

Vernon Free Will Baptist Association, we find no Queries

that we wish discussed: we also tender.our thanks to. Mt.

Pleasant church and surrounding community, for thei1_"
kindness and hospitality. shown us durmg our stay among_ |

them. Report submlted
| C E. Roberts, (Jha.lrman
Report received and commlttee discharged. |
-Report adopted as read. |




- On Literature

| VVe your committee on Literature beg leave to submi
the following report: W e recommend Free Will Baptist
Literature prmted by the F. W. B. press. We. tuthermme
recommend that we establish a home press, and use our
llteratme trom it. We futher recommend that m1msters.
and deacon estabhsh a *unda,y School i in each church and .
" use the Free. Will Baptist Literature that our members
- may be better educated in the work of the Pree ‘.\ ill
Baptlst Respectlfullf' submited. . |
- Mose Hollis, Ohalrman
Reporf recelved a,nd commlttee dlscharged
Report adopted as read o

- On Flnance

| V\ e your committee on Fmance beg leave to submit
the following report: After colling for the min ute money,
we find that we have co]lected &23 30
Report submited. |
| "D. W, Dlll Chauman.
'Report recewed and cotn mlttee dischar ged.
Rerort adopted as read. -°
On motion the money was turned over tn the clerk.
| On motion adjourned for refreshments.a song was sung
by the congratlon praysr by Rev J A, Tate

AFTER- NOON H beON

. The}\q'oderator colled the-house to order, congeration
sung a song, prayer by Rev. T. J. Adair.- The Clerk called
~ the roll of delegates and a quorum being present, proceeded

~ to business as follows: By motion the treasure turn over

$15.28 which he holds to help purchas a printing press.
| Bv motion the Moderator appointed a koard of Trus-
tees to wit: A J. Sanders, A. 5. Gann, T. J. Adair, J. E
Chaffin and B. C. Guin, to buy a printing press. |
Called for new or unfinished business: By motion
each minister of this Association is to take up a collectlon
at their churches in May 1924 - -
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. By motion the Moderator appointed Rey. M. L. Hollis
T. J. Adair, 8. F. Lee and 8.-G: Johnson, as delegaes to
the ~tate Conference. - SR
By motion the Moderator appointed corresponding 'meS-
sengers to sister Associations, -to Mt. Moriah, Rev.:T.J. |
Adan, S. D Loftis, B, C. Guin. To Ja%per Rev. S, F. Lee,
- M, N. shelnut, Rev. M, L. Hollis. To ttate Line. ‘A. 5.
Gann D. W. Dill and Rev. ¥. M. Perkins, o |
By motion-the Moderator appointed Rev. M. L. Holhs
to preach the introductory sermon, at the next Association,

By motion the Moderator appomted Rev T.J. Adair to-
preach the introductory sermon at the first Union Meeting,

By motion the Moderator appointed Rev. S. F. "Lee to
preach the inauctory sermon at the second Union Meeting,.

By motion the Moderator of each church to insist upon
the women to organize them selves into a woman’s league.

The buisness of the Association being finished, there
was a move made and carried to adjurn to meet with Mt.
Willing Church, four miles {'outh of Guin, Ala., on Friday
~ before the third Sunday in October 1924. A song wassunng -
and the Ialimg hai:d was taken, benemcn(n by the Mod.

“{EV C A. CHAFYFIN, Modelatm
. E. CHAE‘[‘IN Clerk.

Statlstlcal Table

 VERNON—Lamar County, Ala. Delegates; Loyd
Turner and Rev. T. J. Adair. Pastor Rev. M. L. Hollis."
Clerk, Loyd Tumel Beceived by Baptism none, by letter
none. o B S

o Umou (Jhap(*l—Lamar County, Ala  Delegates: E. F.
- (/ollms P. E. Maddox, 5. D. Loftis. Pastor, Rev. J. A..
Tate Clerk, S. D. Loftis. Received. for minutes $2.25 Total
membershlp 51. Baptized none, by letter one

Piney G‘rroxe——LamaI CUounty, Ala. Delegates; C. .
Roberts, M N. Shelnut, W. J. Markham. Pastor, Rev. 8.
1, Lee. Clerk, J. A. Markham, Guin, Ala. Paid for mmu—-
tes $2.00 Meeting days 2nd. Baptlzed 0 Recewed bV letter
2 total membersmp 96. - R




~ Fairview—Lamar.County, Ala..Delegates; D. W. Dill,
Pastor,.Rev. O A. Chaffin. Paid for minutes $1.00 |
Mt. Harmony—Lamar County, Ala. Delegates: - S G-
Johnson, B..C. Guin,.J.. M. Stanley. Pastor, M. :L.. Hollis.
" Clerk, S L. Cash. Paid for minutes $2.00 total member--
ship 163. Decesed two, meeting.days the 1st.. |
Mt. Willing—Fayette County, Ala. ,Delegates;; H D._
~ Shelnut, W. N. McCluskey, J. E. Chaffin, Clerk, W. J.
Haney, Guin, Ala. Paid for minutes $1.70 Pastar,. Rev. J.
A: Tate. Total membership 95 meeting days 3rd. .Baptized
one, Dlssmlssed by letter four.
| ‘Siloam—Marion County, repr esented. bv letter. . Pastor
Rev. E. A. Palmer, paid for minutes $1.70 Baptized one,'
meeting.days 3rd, total membership 83.
Liberty—Lamar County, Ala. Delegates; R N. Yerby‘
J. H. Dubose. Pastor, M. L. I‘IOHIS Paid for. mmutes 33.25
meeting days 1st. Clerk, G. C. Lawrence, Vernon, Ala. |
Friendship—Lamar County, Ala. Delegates: G. A.
Weir, Pastor, Rev. . B. Taylor Meeting days 4th. Dis-
missed. by letter one. Deceased two. Paid for minutes. $2.40.
- Military-Grove —Not 1epresented |
- Damascus—Kemper County, Miss, Not represented
Corinth—Lamar County, Ala. Not represented
Springfield—Lamar Counfy, Ala. Delegates; Mose
Hollis, Robert Rogers, W. J. Brown. Pastor, T J. Adair.
¢lerk, K, M. Hollis, Vernon; Ala. Baptized two, received
by letter seven, restored three, dlsmlssed ‘two. Paid for.
minutes $2.00.
Mt. Pleasant—Lamar County, Ala. Delegates Walter .
Crossley, J. W. Adair, C. L. Adair. Pastor, M. L. Hollis.
Clerk, J. T. Baxter. Meeting days 2nd. Baptized nine, by
letter one, dismissed by letter one Paid f01 minutes - $3.00
Total membership 105.
~ Beaverton—Lamar Count’y, Ala.:Delegates; J. M. Hill,
A. 8. Gann, Lee Sizemore. Pastor, M. L. Hollis. Clerk, A. S
Gann. Baptued 18 Received by letter 4. Deceased one: Paid
for minutes $2.00.
Tavylor Springs—Not: represented
Smyner—Not represented.
- Pearces ChapeluNot represented.
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Ministers and their Address

C. A. CHAFFIN, - Windfield, Ala. R 2
G. B TAYLOR, Melborne, Ala. R 1.
T M. LOLLAR, - - Covin, Ala R 1
T. J. ADAIR, © Sulligent, Ala.
M. D. CLEARMAN. Vemon, Ala.

- B. C. HUDGINS. | | |

~'S. M. PERKINS, " Vernon. Ala.

S. F. LEE, | Guin, Ala. R 2.
M. L. HOLLIS, Vernon, Ala. |
J. A. TATE, = Vernon, Ala.

E. A. PALMER, | Hamilton, Ala. R 4.

CONSTITUTION

Article 1. This Association shall be known as the
Vernon, Freewil) Baptlst Association of Alabama, and shallbe
composed of delegates from the different churches forming
the same, each church being entitled to three delegates.

Art. 2, This body shall be considered an advisory council,
but having no authority over the affairs of other churches,
unless they depart from the articles of faith of this Associa-
tion. . In case any church departs from the articles of tfaith
and suppmt doctrines of heresy, orallows any ministers of.
her body to teach doctrines not in keeping with our articles
of faith, the sare shall be dealt with by this Association as it
may deem proper and right, according to the tedchmg of

the Bible.
Art. 3. HKach church '111 this AbSUCiatiOll shall be consider-

ed an advisory board and bhallcontml its own inter nal affairs

in matters of disciplive, etc.; though the church may in
extreme cases claim aid from sister churches, but the Asso-
ciation shall rule in all matters of doctrine and general
interest. | | -
Art. 4. All questions of doctrine and mattters of genelal
interest shall be settled by two-third voue of the Assoc:xatmn
and the dec,lslon shall be final. |
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Art 5 The ofﬁcerq of the Association sha,ll be Moderator,
Clerk a,nd Tleasurer, who shall be chosen at ea,ch session by
a lI]El]OI‘ltV of votes. |

Art 6. The As~1001at10n shall meet a,nnually at such
time and place as may be agr eed upon by the previous annual
session;: and shall not adjourn finally until all business is
transacted |

Ars. T. Churches wishing to become members of this
Association must adopt its articles of faith and conform to its
usages.
| Art. 8. We agree, as churches of this Association, to
use our best influence to promote the interest of all moral and
benevolent  institutions, such as the temperance cause,
Sabbath schoolg;_'j missionary work, etc. |

RULES OF DECORUM

RULE 1 rl he Association shall be calledto order by the
- Moderator, who presided atlast session. The former Clerk al-
so officiating until the body is fully organized. |
 ruLE 2. The Association shall be opened and closed with
singing and prayer. -
‘RULE 3. The Moderatorand ' lerk shall be chosen by
ballot at each session of the Association: A ma;jority of votes
by the delegates present elects. |
~ ruLE 4 ' The names of delef"fa,te:, from the different chur-
ches shall be enrolled and called as often as'necessary during
the session. | | | o
| RULES. A majority of delegates present shall rule in all
cases. except in the reception of new church»s, then it ¢ uhd“
be unanimous, |
| rULE 8.° The Moderator shall not be entitled to vote exc
ept in case of a tie, and then he shall give the deciding vote.
He shall be entitled to %peak on anyv que%hon after others
have spoken, provided, he shall app: int some one to the chai
while he is speaking.
RULE 7 Only one person shall speak at the same time
who shall arise and address the Moderator.
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RULE 8. No brother shall be interrupted while speaking
unless he depart from the subject under discussion, or use
words of personal reflection.

- RULE 9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than
twice on the same sabject, without leave of the Association,
nor more than fifteen minutes at a time. ~

"RULE 10. No member shall talk or la,ugh duung the
time the debate is going on -

RULE 11. N2 member shall a,bsent himself from the AsSs-
- ociation without leave of the Moderator. |

rRULF 12. The Moderator shall have power to call the
Association togeather at any time upon a petition of two-thi-
rds of the chmches composing the ~\Sb001amon over Wthh
he presides

rRULE 13. That the appointment of all committees by the
Moderator be confined to ministers and delegates composing

the Assoclation |
ARTICLE- OF FAITH
Altl(}le 1. We believe there is one true and living God,
who is the bupl eme Ruler of Heaven and Earth, self-existent
Oreator of all things, and revealed under the personal -
‘distinction of Wather, Son and Holy Ghost, equal in every
divine perfection, and existing in distinct but halmomous
offices in the great work of redemption.
Art. 2. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men -
divinely inspired and is a perfect treasure of heavenly
instruction; that it has God for its aathoi, truth for its
matter and salvation for its end; and it reveals the principles
by which God will judge us, and therefore is and shall
“yemain to the end of the world, the center of Christian union,
the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds
and opinion will be tried. |
Art. 3 We believe that man was created holy under the
law of his Makm but from voluntary transgression fell from
that holy state, in consequence of which all mankind are

depraved and wholly unable of their own will and ablllty, to -
recover from the fallen state in which they are by nature.
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~Art. 4. We believe that God has ‘not fixed the feture

~ state of mankind by an absolute and unalterable decree; but

salvation is offered in the Gospel free to all, and if sinners
are lost forever it will be their own fault. |

H "Art. 5. We believe that Christ, by his death and suffer-

ing made an atonement for the sins of all mankind in general,

. and every individual in particular; however. that none but

those who believe in Him can be partakels of the dlvme
benefits. : | e
Art. 6. We believe that true faith cannot proceed fiom
the exercise of our natural faculties and powers or from the
force and operation of the free will, since man in consequence
of his natural corruption is incapable either of thmklng or
“doing anything spiritually good. .
~Art. 7.  We believe in the general application of the
grace of God for fallen men sufficient to enable him morally
and actually to ubey the requirements of the law of liberty—
James 1:25, this is to act saving faith.” John 1:9 however,
none but these who believe or ‘acquiesce in Christ will be
saved thereby: Acts 17:32; Romans 2:9; John 3: 19 |
| Art. 8. We believe in the moral agency of man, by the -
“orace of God, before and after conversion:; that he is laid
under no invincible necessity, but his (Jreetm, to ‘act in a

-~ —given way, that if helives after the flesh he shall die, but if

he through the spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body he
shall live, and therefore, man is always a proper subject for
admonition and exhortation. Hebrews 11:12-13; Romans
12:14; Mark 14:12; Kzekiel 18:24; Rev. 2:3; Ezekiel 33:13;’ and
28; lst Tim. 4:1; Hebrews 3:5; 1st 001' 10:12 and. 22; 1st
Peter 1:10. o | |
Art 9. We believe that the visible church of Christ is a
- congregation of believers, associated by convenant in faith
and fellowship of the Gospel, observing the ordinances of
Christ, governed by His laws. and exercising the gifts, right
and privileges invested in them by His word; that its only
- proper officers are bishops, pastorsand deacons, whose quailfi-
cations. claims and duties are defined in the Epistles of
Timotny and T'itus. ' |
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Art 10. We believe that Christian Bapinsm is immersion
in waterin the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and
that believers are proper subjects. 3

- Art. 11. We believe the Lord,s Supper is a perpetual
obligation, by which the members of the church in the use of
the bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying
love of Christ preceded always by solemn self-examination.

Art. 12. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and the
general judgment; and joys of the righteous and the
- punishment of the wicked will be eternal upon principles of
orace and justice.

. Art. 13. We believe in open and mixed communion and-
the churches of our body are authorized, their pastors, to
invite Christians of all orthodox churches, who are in good

standing in their respective churches, to commune thh us at
he Lord’s Table.
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