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Gfficers:

REV. 8. F. LEE, Moderator.
3. M. GRA,VES, Clerk.

O

The next session of this Association will con-
vene on Saturday, before the Third Sunday in Oct,

1932. with Union Chapel Church, "in . Lamar

County, Alabama.




PROCEEDINGS

The 51st Session of the Vernon Freewill Baptist .Associ-
ation met with Friendship Church on Saturday before the
third Snnday in October, 1931.

‘The Introductory sermon was preached by Rev, R. V.
Guyton. Text Luke 22: 42, subject: *"Why Sleep Ye ”’
After preaching. one hour was taken for refreshments, after

which the ministers and delegates assembled in the house
for business.

Rev. J, M, Hass served as moderator until permanently
organized. The former clerk being absent a motion was
made and carried that R M. Graves serve as clerk pro tem
until permanently organized, the Moderator and Clerk took
their seats and business proceeded as follows:

1. The moderator appoiuted Brothers D. . Jordan and
J. M. Graham reading clerks.

2. The letters were called for from various churches, han-
ded in and read and contents noted as per statistical table,

3, Called for petitionary letters. ¥ast Tupelo asked for
membership aud was received into the association,

4, On motion It was agreed to permanently organize the
- body which was done by electing Rev. S. F. Lee, Moder-
ator and R M. Graves, Clerk. After appropirate remarks

by the Moderator for honors conferred upon him, proceeded
with the business.

Called for corresponding messengers from sister associa-
tiors ard the following ceme forward: Rev. M. L.Hollis and
Bro. Jno, Tharp from the Jasper Association; C. P. Thom-
son and E. J, Ferdgurson from Mississippi State Line Assoc-
iation and Rev, T. J. Adair from Morning Star Assoc

iation and the Moderator and Clerk extended to them the
right hand of welcome.

On motion the Moderator was impowered to appoint the
various comimittees as follows:

Devotional Exercise.—A. J. McDonald, W, M. EdgeWOrth
and Andy Montgomery with the Deacons of driendship.

Documents and order of business-—Revs. J. M. Hass, S.T.

Shutes, J. W. Poter ane R. V. Guyton with ’\/Ioderator
and Clerk.

Deceased Members. --C S. Collins, Olen Wheeler and J..
| V. Weathers.

Finance—J W. Adair. Ernest Roberts.G. . Lawrence
and Ozeal Hass
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Literature — .E.Corwart, S.G Johnson and D.G.Johnson

QQuerries and Resolutions—D. C Hall, Robt. Barnes, D.
D, Hollis and H M. Murohy.

Temperance—E, W. Graves, J. M. Graham, R, M
Sanders and Golden Comer,

Ministerial Credentials—Earl Alexandria, B. I¥. McDonald
J. A. Robertson, J, L. Stimbridge and W. J. Hill.

Sabbath School—Mrs. S.T,Shutes, Miss Sammie Lee Mc

Donald, Mrs, Robt. Barnes, Mrs. J. W Addlr, Cr. B.Hill and
L. E. Parker

Report on Devotional Service '

On motion the Committee made their report on devo-
tional services as follows: Rev. S. I, L.ee Saturday night
at 7.30. Rev. J. W. Porter, Sunday 4t 9:00, Rev. T. J.
Adair, ot 11;00, Rev. S. T, Shutes at 2:30. Rev. E. W.
(Graves at 7;30 Sunday night an1 Rev. J, M Hass the clos-
ing sermon Monday afteruoon at 2;39. Oun motion the as-
sociation adjorned to meet Mondav morning at 8:00 o'clock,
A song was sung .and Rev. J. M. Hass offered praver.

Saturday night Rev. Lee preached to alarge congregation
using as his text, Luke 7:28.

Sunday Service

Sunday morning at 9:00 o’clock Rev. Porter preached to
a large congregation using as bhis text, Col. 1;13 At 11:00
- o’clock Kev. Adair preached to a large congreo"dtlon using
as his text, St. John 10;1. At 2:30 Rev. S. T. ohutes
preached to a large and attentive congregation using as his
text Matthew 16;18. bdunday night Rev., Graves preached
to a large congregation, His text was 1st Tim. 1:19.

lrerryraly——————

Wionday Sassion

The Association met persuam to adjournment, Scripture
was read by Rev. 3. F, Lee and prayer was offered by Rev
Adair. The body was called to order by the Moderator
The roll was called and the delegates answered to their
- names after which the Moderator announced a quorum
present anc the assocliation was ready for business,

‘On motion the reading of the minutes of Saturdays ses..
~ sion was ommitted. Moderator called for reports of various
committees.
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Report on Documents and Order of
Business

1. We recommend. the usual order of business.

2 We recommend that the executive board be retained

and that this board aid in enforcing the 10th article of the
constitution.

3. We reccomend that two delegates be appointed to rep-
resent this Association in the state conference that meets
at Unity Grove and a fee of $3 00 be sent. '

4, We reccomend that this Association be represented
in the General Conference and that a fee of $10.00 be sent -

5. We recommend that the place for the next Association
‘be decided upon by this body.

6. We recommend that the Clerk supervise the printing

of the minutes anaua that he have 500 copies printed and
that he have $5 00 for his services.

7, We recommend that Rev. J. W. Porter preach the in-
troductory sermon and that Rev. C. A. Chaffen be alternate.

8. We recommend the ordination of Bro, E. W. Graves
at this session. Respectfully submitted,

J. M. Hass, Chairman.
Report received and committee discharged. Report re:
read bv sections; each section adopted as read.

Report on Deceased Wiembers

We your committee on deceased members wish to make
this report after careful investigation, we find that since
our last Associatian that God has called from us the follow-
ing: from Fair View, Bro. Buddie Dill; from Mt. Willing,
Bros. Troy Haney and Edward Pate; from Corinth, Bro.
Joel Hester; from Friendship, Bro. S L. Howard: from
Mt. Harmony, Bro. Gary; from Pearces Chapel, Sisters
Mollie Nelson and Docia Brasfield, all of whom, we trust
have gone to a better world. Respectfully Submitted,

C. S. Collins, Chairman.

Report received and adopted asread Commlttee discharged

- Report on Literature

We your Committee on Literature wish to submit the fol-
lowing report. Since we do not have the proper time to get
out among all the churches that are represented in this As-
sociation we can only give our recommendations to those
not complying with teachings of the Bible. We ask each
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church to carefully study the literature before placiagit
before the pupil and have a teachers traialag course where
each teacher may attend for training. We further recom.
mend that you christians do not employ the service of a day
school teacher for your child, that indulges in the reading
of trashy novels and refusec to read good material and Sun-
day School in the communuity in wiilch they teach, because
what you want your child to be tomorrow, you should place
before it today in your schools and homss. We recommeud
the literature that is publisn:d at Ayden, M. C. to be usen
by the Christian people. Respectfully Sudmitted
I£. E. Cowart, Chairman.

Repm“& on Sabbath Schools

We your committee on Sabbath Schools submit the foi-
lowing report: From the reports we find that the Sunday
Schools are lucreasing. We recommend that the Preachers
put forth every effort to create a greater interest in the Suu-
day Schools. We recommend that each Sunday School be
represented in the State Sunday Scehool conveation that
meets with Macedonia Church 3 miles south of Miliport on
May 28 29, 1932. Respectfully submitted.

Mrs. 3. T, shutes, Chairman

Report received and adopted as read. Committee dis-
charged.

Report on Ministertal Credentials

We your committee on Ministerial credentials wish to
submit the following report: By taking the Holy Bible as
our guide we feel that the Ministers are standing true to the
cause and are adhering to the articles of faith; And we be_
lieve that they are all 1n good standing with their respective
Churches. We your comimittee want to bid you God speed
in carrymg on the work of the Lord. Resp’t submitted

Earl Alexander, Chairman

Reporl received aud adopted as read.

Committee discharged.

RRepoirt on Temperance

We your committee on temperance wish to submit the
foilowing report: W e find that there is not much progress
being made in our fight for temperance. A deternnned ef-
fort i1s being made by the rum forces to force strong drink
upon us again Therefore 1t behooves us as a church to put
on the whole armor of God and euter into this fight untio
~ death. We admonish every pastor, delegate and every
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church worker from the least to the greatest to present a
united front against this our greatest enemy. Respectfully
E. W. Graves, Chalrman
Report received and adopted as read. |
Committee Discharged.

RReport on Querries and Resolutions

We yvour committee on Querries and Resolutions beg
leave to submit the following report. We find no Querries
to be discussed at this session. Resoclved that we the Free -
W ill Baptist Association wish to thank this entire com-
munity for the kindness shown to us while in session here.

We recommend that the clerk of this body have the
minutes published not later than three months after the
Association if possible. Respectfully Submitted.

D. C, Hall. Chairman,
Report received and adopted.
Committee discharged.

Report on Documents and Order of
Business.

As recommended by the comittee on Document and Or-

der of Business, the Moderator appointed a presbytery to
ordain Bro, E. W. Graves.

Rev. 5. T. Shutes, Chairman.
"Rev. J. M. Haas.
.Rev. R V. Guyton.

They proceeded as follows; Eld. Shutes asking the ques-—
tions; Eld. Haas giving the charge and Eld. Guyton charg-
ing the church. Prayer was offered and the rlght hand of
fellowship was extended.

Finance Report

- We your committee on finance wish to submit the’ fol-
lowing report: After calling for minute funds from all our
churches we have collected the sum of $26.80.

Respectfully Submitted
J. W. Adair, Chairman.
Report received and adopted.
Committee discharged.

On motion the money was turned over to the clerk.

On motion Bro. Moderator appointed corresponding mes- |
sengers to sister Associations. To Water Valley, Rev. J.M.
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- Haas and Bro. J. L. Stimbridge; to the State Line Associ-
ation, Rev. R. V. Guyton and Bro. D. C. Hall; to Mt.
Moriah Association, Rev. S. T. Shutes and Bro. C. S. Col_-
lins; to Jasper Rev.J. W. Porter and Bro. A, J. McDonald.

The Moderator appointed an executive committe of five
to wit: 5. (. Johnson, J. M. Graham, J. W. Adair, W. M.
Edgeworth and Hollis' Murphy.

On motion the Moderator appointed delegates to the
Stata Conference, to wit; Bros. W. M. Wedgeworth and J.
- M. Graham, , |

On motion the Moderator “appointed delegates to the
(General Conference, to wit: Rev. and Mrs. S. T. Shutes
and Raymond Graves,

The business of the Asscciation being finished, there
was motion made and carried to adjourn and to meet with
Union Chapel Church on Saturday before the 3rd Sunday
in October, 1932, The parting hand was taken and the
congregation dismissed by Rev, S. F. Lee. Moderator.

After lunch the congregation gathered in the house to
hear the closing sermon by Rev. J. M. Haas.

Rev. S. I, Lee, Moderator.
R. M. Graves, Clerk,

Ordained Ministers and Their Addresses

Rey. C. A. Chaffin, Route 1 __ _______ Winfield, Ala,
‘** J. W, Porter, Route 1 ____ ______ -Winfield. Ala,
“ 8.F Lee, Route 1 o o _____. (Guin, Ala,
““ T.M. Loller, Reute 1o o o ___ Covin, Ala.
‘“ K, A, Palmer. Routed ___________ Hamilton, Ala,
“ M.R,Allen, oo ____ Smithville, Miss.
* J M. Haaseoo o __ Tupelo, Miss.
“ S, M, Perkinsy —e e oo oL Vernon, Ala.
' J A Tate, o —---Vernon, Ala
“ R.V. Guyton oo o e e
“ . T Shutes, e o __ Vernen, Ala
““ Ii. W. Graves, Route 3, _____. [ Vernon, Ala

wamies of Churches and Delegates.

Vernon—W. M, Edgeworth, Mrs. S. T. Shutes.
Union Chapell—C, S, Collins, R. M. Graves, James Maddox.
Mt. Harmony—Olen Wheeler. L. E, Parker, S G, Johnson.
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Friendship—J, V. Weathers, J, A. Johnson.
Pearces Chapel—E. E. Cowart.
Springfield—D, D, Hollis, D. C, Hall, D. G. Jordan,
Liberty—C, (3. Lawrence.
Mt. Pleasant—J, W. Adair and wife, R. M. Sanders.
Piney Grove—Ernest Roberts,
Mt. Willing—Miss Sammie Lee McDonald, A. J MCDondld'
‘Beaverton—Robert Barnes and wife.
Siloam—Not Represented
Fairview—XFepresented by letter.
Damascus—Not represented.
Beech Springs—J. I.. Stimbridee,
New Macedonia— QOzeal Haas, Andy Montgomery
- Union Hill—B. F. McDonald, Golden Comer
Center Point- Represented by letter.
- East Tupelo—Represented by letter.

Articles of Faith

Art. 1 We believe there is one true and living God who
is the ruler of heaven and earth, self existant Creator of all
things, revealed under the personal distinction of Father,
Son and Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfection and

existing in distinct but harmomous offices in the great work
of redemption.

Art. 2 We believe the Holy Blble was written by men
divinely inspired and is a treasure of Heavenly instructions;
that it has God for its author, truth for its matter and sal-
vation for its end; that it reveals principler upon which God
will Judge us and therefore is and shall remain to the end
of the world the center of Christian union the supreme

standard by which all human conduct, creeds and opinions
“will be tried.

Art. 3 We believe that man was created holy, under
the law of his Maker, but from voluntary transgression fell
from that holy state, in consequence of which all mankind
are now deprived and wholly unable of their own free will

and ability to recover from the tallen state which they are
in by nature.

Art. 4 We believe that God has not fixed the future state
of mankind by an absolute and unconditional decree but
salvation is offered in the Gospel, free to all and -if sinners
are lost forever it will be their own falt

Art. 5 We believe that Christ by his death and suffering
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made an atonement for the sins of mankind in general and

ever individual in particular, however, that none but those
who believe in him can partake of the divine benefits.

- Art. 6 We believe that true faith cannot proceed from
‘the exercise of our natural faculties and powers, or from the
force and operation of free will, sinse man, in consequence
 of his natural corruption, 1s incapable of thinking or doing
anything spiritually good.

Art. 7 We believe in the general application of the grace
of God to fallen man sufficiently to enable him, morally and
actually to obey the requirements of the law of liberty, Jas.
1:5, this is the act saving faith, John 1:9; however none but
those who believe or acquiese in Christ will be saved
thereby:—Acts 17:32; Romans 2:19; John 3:9. |

- Art. 8 We believe in the moral agency of man, bv the
orace of Ged, before and after conversion, that he laid un-
der no invincible necessity by his creator to act in any
- given way; that if he lives after the flesh he shall die, but
~if he through the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body he
shall live, and therefore man is always a proper subject of
admonition and exhortation. Heb. 11:12-13 Rom. 13:14
Mark 13:12; Ezek. 18:24; Rev. 2nd and 8th chapters; Kzek
33:13-28; 1st Tun. 4:1; Heb. 3.5; Cor. 1:12-24; 1st Peter1:10

Art. 9 We believe the visible church of Christ is a con-
oregation of believers, associated by covenant in the fell-
owship of the gospel, observing the ordinances of Christ,
governed by his law and exercising the gifts, rights and
priviledges invested i them by His word; that its only
proper officers or bishops are pastors and deacons, whose
qualifications and duties are defined in the Eplst]es ta Tim-
othy and T'itus,

Art. 10 We believe that Christian baptism is immersion
in water, in the name of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and
that believers are the proper subjects.

Art. 11 We believe the Lord’s Supper is of perpetual
obligation, by which the members of the churchin the form
of bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying
love of Christ, preceded always by solem self-examination.

Art. 12 We believe in open and free communion, and the
churches of our body are authorized throtgh their pastors
to Invite all Christians of orthodox churches who arein
oood standing in their respective churches to commune
with us at the Lord’s lable.

Art 13 We believe in the resurrection of the dead and




. the session.

and the general judgement; that the joys of the righteous
and the punishment of the wicked shall be cternal, upon
the principles of grace and justice. . |
| Arb.'-14-'Cen0erning the washing of the Saints feet as a
Gospel ordinance each member shall bave the righl to par-
~ ticipate in such ordinance as he car best answer his own
concience to (xod, without criticism on the part of anyone.

" Rules of Decorum

1, The Association shall be called to order bv the Mod-

~ erator who presided at the last session. Former Cleak shall

- also officiate until the body is fully organized. |
2. The Association shall be opened and closed with sing-

ing and prayer. = S
3. The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by ballot at
each session of the Association. A majority of the votes
~of the delegates™present elects. I

4. The names of delegates from the different churches
shall be enrolled and called as often as’ necessery dirirg -

9. A majority of the delegates shall rule in all cases sax-
cept in the reception of churches, then it shall be unan-
Sdmous. 0
6. The Moderator shall not be entitled to vote except in
case of a tie and then he shall be given the deciding vote.
He shall be entitled to speak on any question after others
~have spoken, provided he appoint some one to the chair

while he is speaking. o o |
1. Only one person shall speak at the same time and he

shall rise* to his feet 'and: eddress the Moderator,
and after recognition by the Moderator, proceed.

- 8. No brother shall be interrupted while speaking. un_
~ less*he*idepart from the subject under discussion, or use
- words of a personal reflection, o o

| 9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice -
‘on the same subject without leave of the Association, nor
‘more than fifteen minutes at a time, =

10. No member shall laugh or talk during the time the
- debates are going on, S -

- 11. No member shall absent himself ffo_n'i the Associa.
~tion without leave of the Moderator. -
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 Constitution =

'_' l_-.—-—-— --‘

1. This Association shall be known as l;he Vernml Free
will Baptlst Association-of Alabama and beiog composed
of ministers and delegates from the different churches for-
mlng the same, each church.being entitled to 3 delegates.

2, This body shall be considered an advisory couucil,but
having noauthority over the internal effairs of the churches
unless they depart from the.articles of faith of this Assoc-
~iation, but this Aesocmuon shall have - authority. over . all
‘ministers in the matter of doctrine, .. chalacter, etc.  In
case any minister in this Association depart trom and teach
doctrine not in keeping with the articles of faith of this
Association, the same shall be dealt with by this " Associ-

%tlou as it may see propen aCCOI‘dlllg to teachmO‘s of the
ible. |

3. Each churr’-h oi" this Assomatmn shall be consldexed |
an advisory body and shall cotitrol its owi ‘internal affairs
in matters of discipline, etc., though any brothers who
feel impressed to preach the Gospel of Christ, the Church
shall, or may recommend such brothers to the Association
and on examiuation of the brothers qualification, if in the
judgement of this body the brother would be useful they

- shall confer ordination - This being done at the Assocm-
tion by a legal presbytery.

4 All questions of doctrine and malters of g,eneral in°
terest shall be settled by a majority vote of the Aqsocm_
tion, and the decision shall be final.

- 5. The officers of the Associdtion shall be a Moderator,

Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be chosen ’lt each sessmn
by a majority vote, "

6. The ‘Association shall meet annually at such time and
place as may be agreed upon by previous annual session,
and shall not adjourn fmally, untll the business 'is tranq
”I_sacted R S ‘

7 Chmches wxshmg to become members of thlb Assoc-

iation must adOpt our fmlcles of faith a- 'd conform to its
usages ~ -

8. We agree as churches of thl»- Assocmtlon to use our
pbest influence to promote the interests of all moral and

benevolent institutions. such as temperance cause, Sabbath
Schools, Mlssmnaly ka etc.
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9. No members of thns Association shall be elgible to
the office of Moderator more than two successive sesslons
unless no other member be competent to act in that place.

10. Any minister of this Assaciation who shall be guilty
of circulating reports of any nature, or aiding in the cir-
culating of anv report that is untrue, on a brother minis.
ter, that is calculated to injure his moral character auod
religious influence, the same shall bz dealt with by this
Association, or any minister of this Association who is
known to be guilty of using intoxicating spirits by drink-
ing as a beverage which is calculated to destroy his 1nflu-
ence and usefulness, the same shall be dealt with b+ tihis

Association as it mav see proper according to theteachmg-.
of the Bible,

11. The Association shall in »ll cases and in the trans.
action of all business brought before if, be governed by a
majority of the members, or delegates present and apy
church, or delegates failing or refusing to do so is and
- shall be considered by the Association as being out of
ordel, that each member make hlmselt an msuumcnt to
and in the enforement. |
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~ Churches Delegates Pastors Clerks and Postoffices X-Pastors - | i A 1 1 |
o Vernon cc—ae .. W. M. Edgworth, Mrs. S. T. Shutes_._-.. . 1'. Shutes___[Miss Annie Pearl Turner, Verncn}S. 1. Shutes--_{o__. _'—_11{0]010;2} 46$2.00
~ nion Chappe!.|C S. Collins, R M. Graves, Jas, Maddox|S. T. Shutes___|A. J. Robertson. Covin, Ala. —_|S, T. Shutes.__|$84.74] 91011 {0]0] 4| 63| 3 70
 Mt. Harmony ..|Olen Whe ler, L.%. Purker, S G.Johnsou|M. L Hollis._...|E. L. Wheeler, Fernbank. Ala.]M L. Hellis___| ¢6.00| 3/7{0]0(0] 2 2.00
Frienship.-.-— lJ. V. Weathers, J. A. Johuson. .————__|J. E. Tillie——-_ J. M. Graham Steens, Miss___}J. E, Tillie---_{ 5000, 1{3|1|1{0]3|150] 1.90
Pearces Chappel{. 1. Cowartmm o oo I K. Boyett..__{E. E. Cowart, Smithvil’e, Miss _{I. K. Boyett_--|-___ _* 7|8[1[2/0/3/288] 120
Springfield --__|D. D. Hollis, D C. Hallc e ____|R. V. Guyton__{J. A. Harper, Vernon, Ala.o~__ J. M. Haas___;__ '50.00, 8[1[510(0:11 | 2,00
- Liberty..-——-__|D G. Jordan; G. C. Lawrence - _—__ E. W, Graves__{G. C. Lawrence, Vern(‘*n Ala.__|J, W. Yorter__|_-___ _1__10i01010! 3 1.00
Mt. Pleasant-__|J W, Adair and wifea o ___ E W. Graves.jJ, T. Baxter, Caledonia. Miss._.. S, T. Shutes __ 48.00! 6/0(010{m 2| 75! 2.00
Piney Grove___{R. M Sanders, Earnest } oberts ——____ S. F. Lee..o—__{EE Roberts, Guin, Alg. oo aune S, F. Lee,_..;...'.. ______ Lei4iolo]22 100
Mt. Willing,-__. Sammie Lee McDonald AJ McDonald S. I Leeaen_ G. (3, McGormun, Guin, Ala.-_|C. A. Chafﬁn B P 910112113 137 1.00 "
Beaverton. .. IRobert Barnes and wife_____ . ___.___ S, F. Leeae - Robt. Barnes, Beaverton. £la..|S. F. Lee——-—_. __.--l4lo|3|-10{4]| 52{ 1.00
Siloam . -———~_.. Not Represented. - - — v+ oo e e e
Falrview ... Represented by Letter—— . ______.__| J. H. Potts.—._|J H. Dill, Crews, Ala oo ——__ J. H. Pott.s____ e eeej-_|0]B]170] 1} 45} 1.00
Damascus--... Not Represented - - - - oo} e e oo e e o
Beech Sprrugs-|J. L. Stimbridge -~ _____. J. M. Haas —___|L. B. Hill, Saltillo. Miss... —w—— G. C. Lee——__-_ ———_|—1l0lojol-| | 200
New Macedonia |0Ozeal Haas. Andy Montgomery -.____|J. M. Haas.—..._ Earl Alexander; Tupelo, Miss -.|J, M. Haas.--_{_ ____1--1010(00}{ -| 37| 1.50
Union Hill --__{B. F. McDonald Golden’ Comer--——---{L. K. Boyett___ H M Murphy. Dorsey. Miss.o-]oc oo oo cmeeel _____|17l0]0}0}3] - 980
Center Point-_.|Represented by Letter- | e J. E. Ervin, Detroit, Alar coeeo|ococoocomcceec oo o 2l 2212 21 | 1000
East Tupelo---|Represented py Letter———— ... M. L, Hollis-__IMrs. Hubert Post, Tupelo, Miss.|-o_oo. \loceez, RO 0 B N T R

N T o
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