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. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE VERNON ASSOCIATION 

• 

··The 59th Annual Session of·· the Vernon Free 'Vlll Baptist As-
sociation convened with . Liberty church on Octob0· H 1939; 'The . - . ' - ' 

·body assembled at 11 o'cloclc Song service by Bro. R•)..' Barnes. The 
::\Ioderator being absent, the a:,;siHtant · l\foderator tool{ chr:rgt', made 1 

remar){s. and prayer. ·In the absence· of Dro. Rev. Chaffin, Hev. Joe . 
· . · S. Fredrick preached the Introductory Sermon .. Text: Take my Yoke 

Upon you, a part of 29th ,verse· of 11 chapter Matthews .. Subject; 
Learning of" the Master. ·After which adjournment was .taken for re-

· freshments. -
. . 

AFTERNOON 
. 

The Association met bac!{ in the house with Bro.· J .. •r; Johnson 
conducting· the song ·service. Prayer by Dro.' Rev. Quick, at this time 
Hev. Johnson of Albany, Ga., brought. an interesting message: Read­
ing 14th chapter Joshua, text; "Now ·therefore give. me this moun-· 
tain," apart of 12th verse, Remarks. by Rev. 1\1. L. Hollls.,Motion made 
and met by second that the Moderator appoint reading clerks.. Bros. 
Rev .. Grav·es,. Johnnie . Colliins appointed. 'The. Moderator. called· for 
letters from various churches. Letters handed ln. and read. Motion 
made and carried that all letters be received, and the. delegates be . . 

·seated. l\1.)derator called for letters from other Associations, none 
. present. :Motion made and· canied that this body go Into an election 

• 
for the purpose of electing officers for this session: 

Rev. S. F'. Lee, elected as Moderator., R. T. Mixon, 
cleric The following committees was appointed ·by the Moderator: 
Documents and order· of business; · Hev. Joe s: Fredrick, chairman; 
Re\". l\l; E. Carpentet·, Hev. E. \V. Graves, with Moderator and Clerk. 

Finance: Dros. C. S. Collins, chairman; D. "'· Dill and Tropet• 
Green: 

. 
· Sunday .School: Bro .. D. G. Johnson. chairman; Sisters Alfred 

Hobertson and Jennie Pridmon~. · 

Credential:,;: Bt·os S. · J. \Veb><ter, chairman; Jim Sims and A. A.. 
. . . '• . ' ' 

Pratet·. ,. .. 

Decea~ed • memben;: Bros. Johnnie. Collins, chait·man;. Clifton 
· "'oods, Heruert 1\Iorris, K. ::\I. nan<tolph . 

. Literature: Bros. H.' 11. Dill, chairman;· ::\fo<le Chaffin and. Earn­
eHt Haynes ... ·. 

Cotumittet:'-. on · A rrangernen t s: , Dros. 
\\". J. Motes,. Covin Finch, Hoy Darnes, ' . 

church. · ) 

IIan·ey Yerby, chairman; 
with Deacons of Liberty 

Queries and Hesolution:,;: Hr·os .. A .. T. "'ilson, chairman; D. C. 
Hall,· KinibL"ell. Crosley, Bedfonl Hester·. 

- ' ' . 
:\fissions: . Bros. Bennet Black, chairman; D. I-1. Fallmer anti John 

l'eL"kins. 
Temperance: Verdo Duhose, chainnan; Frank Collins, .. 

::\f. .Tot·dan and G. n. Chaffin. • 

lteport of Devol ion a! Committe<> a,.; follows:. 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

' ' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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PAGE· TWO' 

'Ve your committee on' Devotion make this report: . Sunday school ,_ 

at 9:00 A. l\I,, preaching- D: 30 by Rev. Quick;· preaching- ·11: 00, Rev. 
Hass; afternoon singing-, 1:30. P. l\I.; . preaching- _2:30 · P. l\I., Rev. 
Graves. Respectfully submitted. R. ·H. YERBY, Chairman. 

· Motion made· and carried that report be 'received and the com-
. . - - - . . . - . . . : ' -' ' 

m1ttee be retained. l\Ioved and cal'l'~ed that the business· of· this As· 
.... 0 •, •• , •.••• •• 

sociatiOn" be ·adjourned until · 8: 00 · o'clock Monday ·morning-, ·A quar-
tett from Cullman rendered a special song- at this time. The.quartett 

- ·------,.•, -· 
being- composed of Bros, Guthry and Smith and. wives. 

' 
. There were homes found for all delegates and visitors who wished 

. . . . . . ' . ·. ;. " 
to remain.· Dismissed by prayer by Moderator. - · ·· . ' . ' . . . . . 

' . ' : ' . 
. . ' ' 

-,SUNDAY SERVICE 
·House ·called t(, oi·det; hy Sunday School· Superintendent, Bro. Roy 

' . ' . ' - . . . . - . . 
Perkins. Song- by Hev:· E: ,V, Graves. • Prayer" by Bro; Harvey' YerbY, 

. ·Rev. Graves g-a\•e a good 'lech.ire on 'the Sunday School-lesson, subject: 
- - . ' ,, . _. '· 

"The Temptation · of ·Jesus." · · Quartett . from JI.Iasidonia church · ren-
dered a nice song: Sermon by Bi·o._ Hcv. Quibl~; Texb': I'll be ·\vitll 
~~ou·an.u·ie-\va~~.H:,_ .. _ ·"' ·-- · -. ·-... ' .-.· __ ,,, ......... _ 

• 
• -· - ' -

• • 
Song- by Bm. L(''-' Curlin,.;, , Sermon . hy .. I:ev. Jla,;s. , Text 2~th · 

verse of the 5th chapter Acts.. Yeought to_ obey God rather than l\Ian, 
Communion. service· wa,;.offereu. Dismissed Jor noon· hour .. 

. . . AF.T.ERNOON. SESSION. 
The afternoon .was ~vent in song service, 

lifting and seemed to be enjoyed by all. 

which was spiritual, up-. . 

\ ' ' - ' ' -

' 

Sun<1ay n;ght, the Leag-ue of L.iberty church rendered the regular 
program, after which _Hev. I~. ,V. Graves delivered an able sermon, 

. . 
subject "Jacobs Ladder.· Heading 28th' chapter· Gen. ·and ·2nd Pet<)!'· 
1st chapter 1-11 verse. ·' · ·' 

' ' . MONDAY MORNING 
. . 

The Association met according to the Moderator's orders, praye1· 
. • . -J . ' ' -

by Moderator. 'l'he clerk "·ns itl'k€<1 ·to read the minutes of 'Satur-
• 

day's p1·oceedings, same adopted. 'l'he · l\Ioderator read. the rules cf - ' 
decorum, made a short tall;: insisting that the same be observeJ. Th~ 
following- Brothers ·and Sisters W<:'re g-iven the rig-ht hand of welcome· 

·by the l\Toderator ·and Cieri;:: J. II. Hall, Prog-ressive . Association;. . . 
Hev. J. L. Lavender, l\rt, l\Iariah: Rev. Potts, Jasper; Rev. Dicl;:son, 
Bro. Benton, Sisters Dicl;~on and Benton from Oklahoma. -By move 
and St"COnd Bro.·. Clyrnae was. seated as a delegate' in Bro .. l\Iote's stead - ' 
as he was absent. Bro. J. A. Robertson instead of Bro. Green on the 

H. E; :\lcDonald instead ·of sister Pridmore. At 
. 

F'inance Comn1ittee. . 

. this time the body asl;ed that Itev.- Dixon hl'ing the message.·. He . . . ' 

brought a "'0'11'1Prful and ·in:-;viring-' fiermon .. · Subject"Operation of thP. 
·uuly Spirit'\· Text Col..2-12; Eplt, 4-r.. After whieh·qw congregati.ll 
was dismissed fot· the- noon hour. 

• 

• 
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PAGE THREE 
--· ·---~---------------------'-'-

MONDAY AFTERNOON . . 
After a song and prayer. Bro. Benton gave a brief but very in- . 

. tet·esting lecture. Text:. Heading'' Cor. 13th Chapter, 13th ver:oe. Af-
- ' . ' - ' 

ter which a short Memorial. service was held. After this the various 
committees "·ere aHked 'to· make report (Reports in· detail ·will ·be 
t'ound on· report page, . each report read and adopted, and· committee 
reports now read, a collection was taken f~rdischarged, the various 
Hev. Chaffin and Hev: J. ,V, Porter, two of our old but beloved min­

istet·s, Bro. Chaffin received $16,99 and Bro. Porter received $7.29. 
l\Ioved and carried that the . l\Ioderator. appoint delegates to the . ' . ' - ' 

corresponding -associations· and State conference. Same appointed as 
follows: ·ProgresHive Hev. E,,V. Graves, N.E. l\Iiss., Rev. S.F. Lee, Jas-

. ' . ' . ' 

-·per; Hev. Joe .Fredrick an<l Hev.: S. F'. Lee. State Line; Bros .. D. C. 

• 

Hall, Hoy- Barnes, l\rt .. l\Iariah ;·,Bro. -'Vilson. and Hev. l\L E•. Car'pente1'. 
'Eaeh church .waR asl<ed. after going- !Jack_ .home. to elect 'one delegate 

. . -
to· attend· the. Stat~ Confet·enc<•., . Hy move an<l, second the· body· ad· 
journed to nwet with :\It. "'I.Iling church. After which Bro. YerbY 
made remarl;s thanking all, the people in helping to tal{e care of the 
association. n nd for. the. prfviledge of having . the association once 
more at Liberty church. A song then the farewell hand clasp was 

-taken.. '- .. '· 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DECEASED MEMBERS. 

After a prayerful investigation we find that · God in -his divine 
wisdom saw fit. to_ call from· om' mitlst the following. "'bile we rea-
Ilz~ this to !Je a great loss to- their fellowman, 
_gning ·is Ht>Uv<'n s ;..:a in. '\Ve extend- - heartf<'lt 

we also realize their 
sympathies to tlhl 

• 
bereaved: • 

l\lt.\Villi:i.m-B1·o. D. ·F. Holl<'l'ts, SistL'l' Dunn:e Smith, Sis let· 
-Vietor-la \Varren. .: · 

. 

Springfield-Bro. llem-y Dolton. 
~\it. 1'1Pa:-.ant--Bl'o. ]), C. C1·o~:slcy, nrn .. T. \Y .. Adair. 
Pine · Gril\·.:-s i:-;te1· .1 n nm·y no herts, Si:-; ter '1 'earlie Pielde. 
Fairview-'-Sister Har1·ict Hill.· 

. . 
. - . 

:\It. Ilanu<lll)"-·lll·o. ])avi<l .Tohm-;on. ' . ' 

REPORT ON. HOME· MISSIONS· 
"'e · reccommend that each and . .,.yery one will wol'l< tog.-th~l' to . . 

take better care of our aged preacl1ers and .paHtors than ever hefot·~;~ 

and point lo><t men nncl women to the lamh of Go<l. 
llEN~l~TT BL.ACI{,· Cha:nnan.­

FINANCE 
"'c yot:r committee on FinnncL' suhmit the, following report: 
\V{t.~ ha Ye eol!tetctl a::; 1ninutt~ fl1JH1s: *19.rl2. 

C. S. COLLJ);'S, Chairman. 
\V·> yom· _ Pnmmittef' on Litt•rature t·ecommend that OHl' church!';; - . -

and Sunday Schools take. the Dible· for. our, guide and use Fr~e "'ill 
I;aptist ·litPratur·e. 

IL. II. Dill, Chairman. 

' . 

. -- "' , ___ ---- .. .____________ ------~--------· 

• 
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PAGE FOUR 

,.. -·.··. . ' 

·we your committee on Sunday School :ask that each teacher put . ' - . ' . . ' ' 

forth a. greater. effort to create more interest in the lessons and pro-
grams . in order to attract new· students to . the work, ·we· suggest 

. that. our .literature be u'sed. '\Ye urge that <til schools be 
at the Sunday School convention·. which meets each year. 

represented 

.. - .. . ' 
Hespectful!y submitted, · 

. ' . . ::.\IRS. J. A. HOBERTSON,. Chairman. . . 

· ·we your conunittee on Temperance, after a careful study and ex­
amination ·do believe there is··· much danger confronting us in the 

· ·'movement· and e11actment ·being· put· in· force throughout our land and 
\ni hereby recommend· that we the church of the living God adop•. 
' .. 

· resolutions to· curb ·the increase of this evil.· '\Ye. further recommend 
that we as members. of the church of the living God be ·sober by 

. . 
practicing total abstinance led' by the spirit of our Lord in this mat-. . . 
'te1·, carry the· battle on in spirit of meekness, by example as we!I. as 
hy teaching. 

Hespectfuily, 

' YERDO DUBOSE, Chairman. 
' ' . 

• • 

'\Ve your committee on l\Iinestrial Cretlentials find all our min-
isters· ln. good standing with their respective churches, and preaching 
sound· Free '\Viii.· Bapth;t Doctrine. . . . . ·. · 

. 
·· · S. J. WEBSTER, Chairman. 

'\Ve ·the·· committee on Queries and Resolution submit the follow-
, . ' - . 

ing report.· ·>ve find no queries that we. wish to be discussed at thls 
session. '\Ve wish to give heartfelt thanks to Liberty church and 
their surrounding community for their kindness and. hospitality shown 
us during our stay among them. 

A. J. '\VILSON. 
. . 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DOCUMENTS AND ORDER 
OF BUSINESS ' ·· . 

'\Ve recommend the regular order of 
'Ve recommend that this <.lelegated 

business. 
body decide the place f<>r 

' the next session of this association. 
3. '\'fe rcccmmen<.l that· the Clerk be pai<.l $5.00 for his 

and that he superintend the printing of the . minutes, and 
have 500 copies printe<.l, 

servlcPs, 
·that he 

4, l\'e recon11nerid that this association pay the l\foderator $5.0\l 
for his services at 'this Hession. 

5. '\\"e recommend that Rev. E. Vw. Graves ·preach the Introduc­
' 

tory sermon at the next ses;;ion of this association and nev. l\I. E. 
' . 

Carpenter, altei·nate. • 
G. y;; e recomm0.nd this association use wine and unleavencl 

bread in our communion se1·vices an<.l that no substitute be used. 
7, '\Ye recommend· that Article 12 he a<.lded to the ·constltuUon 

t·J read as follows: '!'his Association shall pay its . l\IOderator and 
Clerk $5.00 each for their services, at each session, .. · 



· PAGE FIVE . . 
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8: \Ve recommend that each. member of the various churches, pay 
_, '', ·-. --" 

jnto the treasury of this. Association 25c' each for the support of dis-
• • • 

able ministers of this Association. · 
. P..EV. J. S. FREDRICK, Chairman . . . . . ' • 

REPORT OF FORMER CLERK 
. 

· · T yout• formet· Clerk report as follows: · 
Balance ft·om former Clerk ................. , .. ; .. · ... · ..••...... $ · G.H 
.1\Iii1Ute· full<ls .......... ~-. -... ; ..................... ~ ... ~................. 22.SO 

' ' ' . 
• 

'1.., <lta 1 ~ · . . . . . . . ..... · ... ~ ......... · .... -.......... · ... ·.- ....... $2 S. 6 1 
· Paitl out ·as follows:· . ' ' 

-1~""01· -.1\lintttes · ~ -..... ~ ... · .. · ......... · ............... ." ................ $18.50 
• 

' Clerk and "Ioderatot· fees· ; ... · .... ·. · ....... ~ ... ; .•.........•..... 10.00 
' • • .... ---

rota I paid otit ...... .- ~ .' .- ....... -.. 0 •·• 0 ·• 0 0 •• ·•· ........ 0 ••• -. $28.50 

• 
Dalance 

_ _;__ 

in .Tret:lSUl;Y . : .-. ~ .. · ~ -.-. ~ . ~ ~ .. -> .. · ~ .· ~ ~: .. _.:. ~ .... ~ . $ .1 * 
• HeHJiectfully submitted, ·' · · 

· · n. T. ::mxox. 
' ; .. . . ' . ·, . . .. -

PROGRAM FOR HOLDING ASSOCIATION 
1. · The Associatlo11 shall be 'called to order and presided over by 

' . 
. the. officers elected at the beginning of the Ja,;t session. " ' 

2. The , Association shall he opened and closed with singing an'l 
' ' . 

prayer. . ' . 
. 3. The "rod era tor nn<l Clerk ·shall he chosen· by ballot just priot· 

to. the begnining of cach session of the· Association, b~; ·a majority vote· . . ~ . 
cf. the delegates present. . . 

' ·~·',_ . . . . ' . ._ . 
, . 4. · The names of delegat0s from different churches shall be en: 

, ' ' I , ' ' -, ' 

rolled an•l called as oftl'n as nrces:-;ary 'during· the· session. 
!i. A majority of the tlell'gatE's shall rule in all cases, except' in 

the reception of churches, then it shall he. unanimous. • 
tl, The l\Ioderator slmll ,not l>e .Nttitled to vote, :exc0pt in case •)f 

a tie and then he shall cast the· deci<ling. v<,te. He shall be entitle• I 
to speak on any question, after others have spoken, provided he. ap­
points .some one .to the .chait· whil('. he is .l"pealdng .. 

i. Only one v('rf'on shall speal' at a time a111l he shall rise and 
·. nddress the :.\loderator and. after. reco.~nition by. the . "roclerator shall 
.. prr·ceed. 

8. No brother shall he interrupt('rl while SJWaking, unless he de' 
p:trt from the · subject . u n<let· ct!F.cUsHion m· UH<' .words of .. ll~rsonal re­
flection, 

!l. · Ko per:'oon shi1ll be allowed to. spc·ak , mot·e thmi. t\vice on thP . . 
·srJme •mbject without the auti10rity of :the. Association ; more than 
fifte0n minutes.·· 

.Jfl. Xo memhet·· :;hall .laugh or talk cluring discussion~. 
·11. No per~on Hhall almcnt himself ft:om. the As,;ociation ·wlthou~. 

JWrmission ·of the ::\foc]eratm·. .. , 

···-'- ·- -·- . -
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PAGE SIX 

. 
CONSTITUTION 

• I 1 , 

1. The Association shall be !mown as the Vernon Free 'Viii Bap-
tist Association of Alabama, being composed· of ministers,· deacons . . . . 
and delegates from the· different churches forming the same. All hav-
ing full power to· vote on ·all questions which come before the Assc­
ciation. Each church being entitled to three delegates 'in addition to 
ministers and deacons .. 

2. This boly shall be considered an advisory council, but having 
. . 

no authority over the internal affairs of the churches unless they dc-
]lart from the Articles of Faith of this association.· This Association 
shall have authority over all. ministers in the matter of doctrine, chara­
der, a111! etc. In cm;e any minister in this A~soclation depart from . . . 

and teach doctrine not in l<:eeping With the Articles of l<'aith of thh; 
Association, the same shall he dealth with by the association as it mav 

·seem proper,. according to the teachings of the Bible. 

3. Each church of this Association shall be considered an advisory 
. body and shall control its own internal affairs· in matters of discip-

. ' . ' - ' . - i 
line, etc. If .any Brother feels im})ressel to preach the Gospel, the church 
shall or may recommend such a Brother to the Ass-ociation and upon ex­
amination of the "Brother's: qualifications, if in· the judgment of the 
Body, the Brothet• . would be. useful, they, shall confer ordination, same 
being done at the Association by a lPgal· Presbytery. 

• 

4. All questions of doctrine anll g~neral· interest shall be settled 
by a majority vote of ti1e Association; and the decision shall be final. 

5. 'l'he officers of the As'sociation ·shall be a Moderator, Clerk and 
Tt·easurf'l\ who .slmll he chosen at· each !e~ssion by: a majority vote. 

6. The Association shall meet annually aC such time and place 
, • I , ' 

as may be agreed upon at the previous session· and shall not adjourn 
- - . l . 

· finally until all bu,;iness matters are· transacted .. 

7. ChurchE>s \\"ishlng to become members· of this Assoc:ation must 
adopt· its Articles of Faith and conform to its usages. 

8. 'Ve agree as churches of this Association to use our best in­
. flne'lC<' tn ··p··omntf' tlw interest 'of alLm0ral and be~evolent institu~ 
tlons, such as temperance cause,· Sabbath Schools, .l\Iissioary worl•, 

• 
etc.· 

9. No lllember c)f th'l Association sl1all bo ·,eligible to. serve as 
J\Ioderator for more than two consecutive sessions unless no other 
m'e111hcr he compPtent to 11ct in thnt capacity . 

. ·1 0. .-\ ny memhel'. of this· Association who ~.hall· be guilty· of circu­
lating rPporU; of nn~' nature or aiding in the. ciculating of any; repo! tG 
that are untrue on a. brother minister that is calculated to injure hi>< 

. normal reputation and religious influence, the same shall he dealth with 
h~- this ;\s~oeintion. J\nv m'n'stPr of this Association .who is known 
t" ho guilty· of lising intoxicating spirits by drinking ns· a beverage, 

·which is calculated to destroy his influence and usefulness, the sam•e 
shall be dealt with hy thi« As•wriation a,; it may deem ·!'roper, accord­
ing to the teachings of the Bihle . 

• 
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-.PAGE SEVEN 
,_; l .. ··. -· .. , . ,. 

--· --:----------------------------------·'-''·c.:·~· _c•:__ - . . .. ' 

11. . 'The Association shall in all cases in the transaction of all 
-,: ••'' '· ' _, ;-., .. · .-.,·,. "• ol · · · · 

. business brought before it,· be governed by a majorify of all delegates 
: -· .. ·.' ' . ' .. ' . - " ,.. . ... ' - -

present, and any church or delegates failing or· refu.sing to do so· is and 
• '• • 'f- _- - ' ,. -·: -. ' .. ' ' •. ' • ·• ' -

shall be· considered by the Association ·as·. being out of order. 'Each 
.• . :•, , .. ·i .·.·' · .•.• - . -.-- ... •; .. 

. . member is to be a party' to.' the enforcement of same. . ' . ' ' . - . . ._ . . -' . - ' . . . ' . - .. - . ' ' ' 

12. This. Association. ,;hall pay its :\fouemtor and "Clerl;: $5.00 
•. __ ,, _,_:, ,._., _____ ·•! 

·each for their St'I'Vice at each session, '-·' :.·;' -··· . I~, 

-"' _,,_ • i .. ! 
. . . . . .. ARTICLES OF FAITH . .. ' -.... ·- ,.,._ .. ~--'- -, '. '_._' •'. '.-- .. ·-. 

. ·1. We believe there is' one tr.ue and living' 'God who is the ruler 
.. of Heaven and earth, self~existent Creator of all things, r:evealed ·un-

--~ '·· .-• ' -·· •' ' ' ' ·' ,, •' ,, -, ' !• .• 

, der. personal distinction. of Fath'cr, Sori an(l 'Holy Ghost, equal· in every 
<liviJ1e perfectio;~ and existin~; in distinct' but hildnoriious' offices 11\ 

• ·-•. -· -- •• - ., J - .•• ,.,,\ ·--·· .,. --"···· > -'\ 

the great work of redemption. · · · · ' '' ·· · · · ·. · · ' · 
·, ... ~. · w:e believe the Hf>ly Bible was written 'l:ly 1nen · di\'irielv' inspirEd 
·-·' '. ' :o, , ••. ', •,':., -,_, '···· '.,.. _ .. , _;· .. 

·and, is a treasure of Heavenly 'iristructiorts;·· that''lt has· God for its 
• ·, , • ' ' • ' , / , ' , • • • 'I ' :' ''I ·, J, ', ' > < -'' 'o ' ' , ' I' -' ' -• ' .' 

author. truth fo1· its matter and ,.;alvati<in for its end;' that 'it ·reveal3 
. ' ' '<~ ,' '!•-:• •;.- .·' ·,. ,• ,,; · .. ,. -, . 

principles upon which. God "'ill judge· us· and theri>fore is· and· shall re .. 
-. ,' -.;.·:- ,·- _, "' -.--•.-

main to the· end of the world the c~nter ·of Christians· Umon, the su-
. j)reme standard·. l•y 'whleh' alUiuniar{ condt1ct, 'creeds· m1d' ~pinions w:Ii 

1 
. t ' l ' : , ' , ~'I' > .' : 0 ' , ' . . ' ' - ' ' ' .' . , ' . , .~ ' , ' • I ' ' •, ' - • , -' Je nee. . . . ·· ·· ·- ' · ,., .. , : - '-: ' . · .. , '. ---- ,• .. -' - . ' . ' . -.- ' ' ...... - ' . 

. . :J. 1Ve believe that man was created holy,· un<lt>r the law of his 
.:\faker, but from· voluntary thwsgre~si<ins, 'fell ft'om that· holy stat>J; 

. '-- . ' - ,- ' ' ' ' . . . . ' - ' - . -- . . ' 

. in consequence of which all mankind ·is'· riow deprivPd ·and· unable ol' 
·- ' '• ' 1 '- ' -- • 

hi,; o\\'n free will and ability to reco\"el· f1·om the fallen state whtdr 
he iR in hy na' ure. • • ! ,' . -.. ' . - ... . -
- .J.. 1Ye believe that God has not fixe<! the future state of n1an-

kind by an absolute and unconditional decne, but salvation iH offere,l 
in tlll' Gospel fn·e to all and if sinne;·s are lost foreve1·, it will be their 
own fault. 

• 
5. \Ve lw'ievP that Chl'ist hy Tlis own th•ath anll suffering- mrul·~ 

an atonement for the s'ns cf mankind in general and evc>ry individunl 
in j)'trti<>ular who believes in Him can partake of the Divine benefi~. 

G. · 1'\e believe that true faith cannot prcce(•d fn;m the exercise of 
our natural faculties and powerH, or ft·om the force and operation of 
<JUt' free will, since man, in consequt>n<'e of hi,.; natural corruption, L; 
incar:n1ble of thinking- or tluing anything Silil·iteally good. 

i. \Ye hPJif'VP in the general application of the grace of nod to 
fa!l€n man suff!ciPntly to entitll' him, mor-rtlly and actually to obeY 
the reqnirement oC the law of liberty (James 1 :5), this the Act-sa\·~ 
ing Faith (John 1: 9). However, none but tho:,;e who believe in Christ 
will he ~;avcd tlwreby (Act>< 17:32; Unmans 2:1D; .John 3:9). 

S. 1Ve lwlie\·e in the free moral agency of nnn. hy the grace o[ 
Cod, before and after conversion; that he is under no invincible> nP­
cess ty by his CJ'c>atot· to act in any gin•n way; that, ]f he lives aft··,. 
the fl<'Hh he shall die, hut if he, throtH~·h tllE' spirit t1o mortify tlor,. 
deeus of the body, he shall livt>, and therefore man iR always a In·opet· 
subject of admnnition and exhortatlcn (Heh. 11:12-13; Homans 13:14; 
1\fark 13:12; l~z~'ld(~l 18:2-l; l~ov. 2nd ~-lnd ~th chaptC'rs; Ezek. 33:1:1-
2~; I Tim. 4:1: I!Ph. 3:>.: C(•l'. 1:1:!-~.!;, 1 I'Ptt•J' 1:10). ' 
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PAGE • EIGHT 

9. vVe believe the visible Church of Christ is a congregation of . - . - . ' . . . _. -· 

believers, associated by covenant in the fellowship of the Gospel ob· 
serving the ordinance of Christ, governed by His la\v and exercising 
the gifts, rights ~nd privileges invested in them by His vVord;. that· 

.. its only proper officers are bishops, pastors and deacons whose quali­
fications and duties are defined in the epistles of Timothy .and Titus. 

· 10 · vV',e believe that Christian baptism is immersion· in water · !n . ' . . .. •' . ' . 
the name of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and that believers are the 
. proper subjects. . · . . . ' 

11.. vVe believe the Lord's Supper ls a perpetual· obligation bv. 
which the membe.rs 'of the church· are to com~emorate together,· in 
the form of bread and wine, the love of Christ; preceeded always bY 
solemn self-examination. 

12. .vVe ,believe· in open and. free· communion· and the churche<~ 
' . . . ' . . - -- ' . - . -· - . . ' . - -

of our Body are authorized, through their pastors, to invite all Christ-
. ians of orthodox churches, who· are in good standing in their respective 

" ' . ' 

churches to commune. with ·us at the Lord's table. 
' . 

13. We. believe .in the, resurrection of the dead and the general . 
judgment; that the joys of the righteous and the punisihment of the 
wicked will be eternal, upon the principles of grace and justice. · 

· 14. ·Concerning the washing of the Saint's feet 'as a Gospel or-. . . -

. dir..ance, each member shall ha.ve the ·right to participate in such ordi-
nance as he can best answer his conscience to · God · without · 

. criticism on the part of anyone . 
-
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John Perkins, Bedford Hester, Verdo Dubose Liberty M. E. Carpenter . . 
Pridmore J. A, Robertson, Ste~ens, Miss. 

"1 E C t · Jim Sims, D. G. Johnson, A. A. Prater Mt. Harmony " • • arpen er 
Mt. Willing Joe S. Fredrick G. G. Chaffin,_ S.' J. Webster, W. J. Motes 

A. L. Warre·n Moda Chaffin, Ben.nett Black Frank Collins Piney Grove . 
Springfield Joe s. Fredrick Murray Jordan,_ Roy: Barnes, Aubrey Hall-
Union ch 11 pel Joe s. Fredrick Ea1·nc·st Haynes,, K. "M •. Randolph, Clifton Woods 
Belk M. E.· Carpenter . Johnnie Collins,'·Herbert Morris, B. Belk 
Fairview Grady Hudso'n . D. W. Dill, D. H. pill, Covin Finch 
Mt. Pleasant, M. L, Hollis Kimbell Crosley,· Mike Vale, B. H. Falkner 
Beaverton. Not Represented Not Represented ·· •. 

Mrs. C. A. Poore, Vernon, Ala. 
0. C. Robertson, Mill port, Ala. 
G. C. Gowan, Guin, Ala. 
J, · R. Williams, Guin, ·Ala. 
Kelsey Jordan, ·Vernon, Ala./ 
C •. J. Collins, Covin, Ala. 

· R. ,H. Yerby, Belk, Ala. 
A. E.· Roberts, Beaverton, Ala. 
Kimbell Crosley, Vernon, Ala. 
N t -Represented . 
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'· MINISTERS OF VERNON· ASSOCIATION AND ADDRESSES 
)l.ev. C. A. Chaffin, Winfield, Ala: ·.Rev. Joe s. Fredi-ick, Covin, Ala. 
Rev. J. W. Porter, 'V!infield, Ala~·. Rev. 1\I. E. Carpenter, Fernbank 
Rev. S. F. Lee, Guin, Ala. 
Rev. T. l\f. Lollar, Covin, Ala .. · 

Re\·. E. ,Y, ·Graves, Vernon, Ala. 
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