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Sixty-Eighth Annual Session 

·oF THE 

V e~on Free Will Baptist 
' 
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He:ro WITH 

Piney Grove F. W. B. Church 
OCTOBER 16-17-18, 1948 

OFFICERS: 
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' . 

REW .. J. T. QIDOK, Moderator ..........• iR • .1, Beaverton, Ala. 
R. H. YERBY, Clerk ······--······························iR· 1, Covin, Ala. · 

rrhe next session of this Association will be held with 
Union Chapel church, beginning on Saturday before the 
third Sunday in October, 1949. !Rev. J. T. Quick to preacn 
the Introductory sermon • 
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PROCEEDINGS 
The Sixty-!Eighth annual session of the Vernon Free Will Bap- · 

tist Association convened •with Piney !Grove Church, Oct. 16, m and 
1948 The house was called to order Saturday morning at 10:15 o'clock 
by Rev. T. J. Adair. · Song services directed ·by Rev. Billie Glasgow 
and others. Prayer by Rev H. A. Pitts 

1Devot1onal services were conducted by the Moderator, Rev. s. F. 
Lee. !Following this devotional service Rev. T. J. Adair preached the 
introductory sermon, sub:ject: ''The Visible Church." 

:After th:s interesting and inspiring sermon, a song was con­
ducted by Brother Verda !Dubose. Prayer ·by Rev. S. F. Lee. The con­
gregation was dismissed one hour for dinner. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
:Song services conducted by Rev. Billie Glasgow. Pll."ayer by Rev. 

E. W. Graves. The former moderator and clerk bein5 present, the As­
sociation proceeded. to transact the follawi~g business: 

The Moderator called for the letters from the various churches 
!lnd appointed Rev. E. w. Graves and Bro. Verda Dubose as reading 
clerks to read these letters. The letters were read and the delegates 
listed. On motion the letters were received and the delegates seated. 

•Called for Petitionary letters, but none were presented On mo­
tion Rev. A. L. Warren was received into the Vernon Association as 
an Ordained Minister, by letter of recommendation from the JaspP.r 
Association. 

The Moderator called for Corresponding Delegates from sister 
Associations. The following were present: Jasper Association-Rev. 
and Mrs. H A. Pitts, Rev. N. A. Patterson, Brother and Sister Franks; 
Moriah Association-.Bro. Montgomery. 

Moved and carried to enter into an election for officers for anoth­
er year. The following were electe!d: R.ev. J. T. Quick, !Moderator R. 
H. Yerby, Clerk · 

On motion the Moderator was empowered to appoint· all com­
mittees. He then appointed Bro. Troy Cole, Bro. J. T. Johnson, .Jr., ,.. . 
and Bro. Clinton May, with the deacons o.f Piney Grove church, as 
committee on arrangements and asked them to retire and make a par-
tial report at once. · · 

The Association il'ecessed for a few minutes while the Moderator 
and. Clerk appointed the ,following committees: 

!Documents and Order of Business: Rev. T. J. Adair, Rev. A. L. 
Warren, Rev. · S. F. Lee, ·Bro. Fasting Guyton and Bro. Faley Wright 
•with the Moderator and clerk 

• 
•Credential5-:-1Bros. Hosea Dubose, RalPh Lee, Carlos Barnes, J. R. 

Williams and L. A. Crowder. 

- - - -- -- ---
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2 VERNON HtEE WILL BAPTIST A:SSOCIATION 

Sabbath Schools: Sisters Pearlie Mae Wallis, J. T. Johnson, Lama 
Crosley, Mary Ann Clearman and Bro. Ruff Gilliland. · 

!Literature: Rev.' E. W. Graves, Bros. Verdo Dubose, Howard Sor­
rels and Add Hankins .. 

Temperance: 1Rev. Billie Glasgow, Rev. B. T. Alexander, Bros. J. 
D. Shelnut and Frank Collins, 

Queries and Resolutions: Bros. Houston Hamm, w. F. Clearman, 
H. E. McDonald and J. Y. Turner. 

Finance: Bros. Mode Ghafla, Jack Callen and Covin Finch, 
Deceased Members: Bros, Lee Hankins, Will;s Poore, Sisters Louise 

Hamm, Ellie Robertson, and Carrie Roberts. 
The congregation reassembled in the house and sang a song, di­

rected by Bro. Franks. Prayer by Rev. N. A. Patterson, 
The Moderator called for report of committee on Arrangements. 

The committee made a partial report as follows: 
We, your committee on Arrangements, recommend that Bro. H. E. 

McDonald conduct the devotional at 7:00 o'clock Satmday night and 
Rlev. E. W. GJ;aves preach at 7:30. r:evctional Eunday morning by Bro. 
Jim C1haffin ani .preaching 3:,30 a. m. by Rev. B'ilie Glasgow. Devo­
tional at 10:45 by Bro. Verda Dubose and preaching at H :00 by Rev. 

J. H. Reno. TROY CO!.JE, Chairman. 
On motion the report was received and ··committee :retained for 

further services. . 
The visitors ·were assigned homes for the night. A move was made 

and carr·ed to adjourn the business part of the Association until 8:0J 
o'clock Monday morning. Song by Bro. Franks, prayer by Rev. H. A. 
Pitts. 

SATURDAY NIGIIT 

By 7:00 o'clock a large eongregation had gathered at the church. 
After a short devotional serv!ce, RJev. IE. W. Graves brought a very 
interesting and inspiring sermon which was enjoye:l by all .prese:-lt. 

SUNDAY 1\IORNJNG 

In the abser:ce cf the Moderator, R.ev. ·E. W. G:raves took charge 
and ·called the house to order at 9:15 o'·clock. 

Songs by Bro. :Montgomery. Prayers by Sister ·Alice Maddox and 
R.ev. S. F. Lee. At 9:30 Rev. Billie Glasgow brou5ht the mornin,. 

~ 

message, reading Acts 4th chapter through verse 12. Text John 4:'14-15. 
Intermission 10 minutes. House called to order by Rev. Graves. 

Song directed by Bro. Roy Perkins. Devotional services by Bro. Verda 
Dubose. At H :00 o'dock, Rev. J. ·H. Reno brou:ht the messa:ge, read­
ing the frst chapter of St. John. Text: Matt. 3:13, "Then cometh 
Jest1s. Prayer by Rev. Vester Burkett. Dismissed one hour for dinner. 

A l:CO o'Clock the house was called to order by the Assistant Mod-

• 
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erator. Song services conducted by .Bro. Montgomery and Bro .. Bill 
fM<JDanald. Prayer by Rev. B. T .Alexander 

~he afternoon sermon was preached by Rev. Vester Burkett, sub­
ject: "Glorifying God." 

Intennission 10 minutes 
At 2:00 o'clock, Rev. W. H. Ryland, Superintendent of the Free 

• 

Will Baptist Orphanage at Eldridge, Ala., presented the children from 
the Orphan's Home with an interesting program. Ti1ere are 22 chil­
dren being cared for in this heme at the present time, ranking lll 
ages from 3 to 12 years 
After this program Bro ·Ryland gave a le~ture on the Orphan's Home, 
giving a br:ef history of the home from its beginning t:> tne present 
time. An offering of $613.45 was taken for the home. Song and praYer 
by Rev. J. T. Quick. 

1\IONDAY l\IORNING 
~he :house was called to order by the Moderator So~g dir€1:ted ... 

by R. H. Yerby. Prayer by Rev. J. T. Qui~k The Moderator read 1• 

scripture lesson from the 4th chapter of St John 
The Clerk called a roll of .. delegates and the Moderator announced 

a quorum present. 
On mot:on, the reading of the m1nutes of saturday's session was 

omitted.· 
• -

Moved and carried to seat Rev. J. H. Reno as · a corresponding 
delente from the Jasper disti·i~t. 

The following delegates were seated: Frcm Unio.n Chapel, Bro. P. 
H. Woods; Mt. Ha:rmcny, Era. and Sister 0. C. Robertson and Sister 
D. G. Johnson. 

The iModeratcr then called for reports 
as follows: 

of 'the various committees 
0 

!Documents and Order of Busines: We, your committee on Docu­
ments and Order oil Business report as follo~·s: 

1. We recommend the .former Order of LBusiness .. 
2. We re::ommend that Rev. J. T. Q'"io::k preach the Introduct"rY 

• 

se-rmon at the next session of this Asso:iatjon, with Rev. S. F. Lee as 
his alternate. 

3. We recommend that we have a memorial serm~n 2t 9:2D o'clo~k 

on Sunday morrdng of each sess!on of this Association honoring our 
deceased members. 

4,. We :recommend that Rev. E. W. Graves be appoi::J.ted as field 
worker for this Association for another y'Ear. 

5 We recommend that the next session of this Association tl 
held with Nnion Chapel church, beg!nning ·on Saturday before the 
third Sunday in Odober, 1949, 

. 6 We recommend that we retain the former executive committee 
ifor another year with Bro. 0. C. Robertscn serving in place of Bro. 
J. M. Graham. 
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4 VERNON FIREE WII.JL !BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

........ 7 We recommend that the 8th section of our Articles of ¥aith be 
changed to read as the 8th Section in the Articles. of Faith of the. 
Jasper Association. Respectfully submitted, 

T. J. ADAIR, Chairman. 
The report was received and committee discharged. The report 

was adopted by' sections. 

On motion, Rev. and Sister c. H. Moyers were seated as delegates 
from the Progress · Association of Missouri. 

rCREDElNTIALS--We, your committee on Credentials, submi. .,_e 
fol)lowing report: We find all the ministers m the Vejr:non Association 
in ·good standing with their respective churches and the Association. 

RALPH 'LEE, Chairman. 
Report received and committee discharged. The cr-eport mas adopt­

ed as read. 

A:RlRlANGEMENTS: We recommend that rRev. A. L. Warren preach 
at 11 a. m. 'IlR!OY COllE, Chairman. 

The report was adopted and committee discharged. 

On motion the business of the Association was adjourned until 
the a~ternoon. 

Rev. IC. H. Moyers came forward and gave a very interesting lec­
ture on missions, after which a missionary offering of $15.45 was 
taken. Song by Rev.· Billie Glasgow. Prayer by Rev. Moyers. 

Intermissio.n 10 minutes. At 1:1 o'clock the congregation cam· 
back into the house_ Song by Bro. Harrison Gosa. Rev. A. L. Warren 
then came fortward and delivered a •great message, using as his text 
Acts 10:34. Song by Bro. 'Roberts. Prayer by Rev. H. A. Pitts. 

!Dismissed one hour for dinner. 

AFTErRNOON SESSION 
1Iouse called to order by the Moderator. Song by· :Sro. Emmett 

Lee. !Prayer by Rev. Billie Glasgow. -
On motion business of the Asso:iation was reopened. 
Called fer report of committee on Temperance: 
We, your committee on Temrerance, make the following report: 

IU'ter a prayerful study, we ·telieve that intemperance is one of the 
greatest evils confronting us tcday_ We recommend that our preach­
ers, deacons and •church members of the various churches abstain 
from all intemperance an'd live deari and sober lives. 

W. D. GL~SGOW, Chairman . 
Report received and committee discharged. Report adopted as read. 

. . 

QUEJR1ES AN!D RESOLUTIONS: We, your committee on Resolu-
•ions recorr:mend that the body as a whole would go by the rules ot' 
the Asscciat;on exactly, and start every service on time. 

:2•. IVi e, :;s F'n~• \\ill Eartists, shculd try to do more for the or­
J;:hanage and for Foreign mlssions . 
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3. We would like to change the Association to 'Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. 

4. Let us try to use our newly ordainsd midsters more. 
5. RiE.SC\lved ·:that v;1e jgiv'e F_ney Grove ar,:urch and community a 

rising vote of thanks for their fine hospitality to this Association. 
. Houston Hamm , Cha:rman. 

Report re-ceived and committee dischar.zed. Report was a;aopted 
as read, eX!:evt the third arti:le, which was discarded. 

LITERATURE: We, your commitee on Literature 
that our churches use the Free Will Bapt'st LiteratPre, 
Ayden, N. G., in our Sunday Schools. Respe.cfully, 

recommend 
published at 

W. V. DUiEO~'E, Chairman. 
The report :~as received and the committee discharged. 'Report 

adopted as read . 

!DEGEAlSE:O MEMBERS: We, your committee on Dece::tsed Mem­
bers, make the followiPg report: God has seen ft to eall from our 
midst thirteen c.f our members as follows: 

BELK-Brus. J. M. OtOts :ar.d John D. Taylor. 

SPRIIN'GFIELD-S'ster Phelia Pennington. 

FA:IRVIEW-Bro. Gail Dill. 

FRI]EiNDSHIP-Bro. John Atkins, Sister Jim Weathers and Sister 
Charles Jaekkson. 

IMT. HARMONY-Bros. G. C. Johnson, J. T. Johnson, J. IM. Gra­
ham, I. B. Robcrts"n and Sister Ma11garet Cash. 

UiNION CHNnEL-Sister Zoro Turner. 
We feel that our loss is ·F~eaven's gain. 

MRiS. 'HOUSTON HAMM, Chairman. 

!Report· rec~'V3d and adopkd and the com:mi'tee d'scharge.d. 
Af,ter this report Rev. Billie Gl:ls::cq· ma;de a short r:~e:nor:aJ talk 

in memory of our deceased members . 

. Ji'INANCIE: vv-e, yoer ccmm'ttee on finan~e. report as folbws: We 
have collected from the VariOUS churc~lfS ~ 71 as minute f•·nas fl~d 

' 
$':;.00 from. Union Chapel chur:h for State Associat'on . 

. P,l!" .. C::IAF"? \':, r:':a·~1~R'1 

Report received and adopted and the committee dis~harged. 0:-1 

motion the money oolle3ted was turned over to the Cle"k. 

SAIBBA'Ilfi SOHCC~I.s: We, yol'r comm'ttee on ~a'Jba•h Sc':lools 
make the followirg re;port: \\~e fil'd all the ohu"ches of t'lis Ass:r::la­
t.ion have .Sunday Schools. We believe that all cf our teachers and of­
fleers shouJ.d be members of the Free Will Baptist r.hurch, and. ·~on-

secrated Christians. MRS. :A. M. WALLACE, Chairmcm. 
'!he re:r:crt was received rJr.d ccn:mittee .dischar;e:i. T:1; rcPC'' t 

• 

Lms adopted as read. 

• 
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The Moderator called for the Ministers' reports. The following were 
read and the Association voted to have them printed in the mmutes. 

1\UNNISTERS REPORT'S · 
To the Vernon Free Wdll Baptist Association: Dear Brethren: I 

have pastored three chul'Ches: tlwo in Vernon AssQICiaton and one in 
• 

the Jasper Association. I have attended five revivals, been in 9'7 serv-
ices and have taken 15 members into the churches. I have attended 
seven ;unerals and prayed in a number ;Cif homes. Have been pai,-1 a 
salary of $387.28 for my· services. Res,pedfully submitted, 

!REV. s. \F. LEE, !Route 1, Guin, !Ala .. 

ITo the Vernon Free Will Baptist Association: Owing to continued 
sickmess 1n my family I have not had the opportunity to do very 
much field work in this association. I have !Preached 48 sermons, vis­
ited in 23 homes .for prayer and re::eived for my services $'23.00. 

RE'V. M. A. POORE, 
Gun, Alabama, Oct. ·15, 19!8. 

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus: It !is with humbleness 
and heartfelt thanks that I submit the 'following report of my year's 
work. I have pastored wo churches, one-fourth time eU~:::h, .preached 
158 sermons, held two communion services, hel:r;ed in one revival, bap­
tized '36, received into the churches 39, traye~ed 1,0CO miles at an ex­
pense of $2'5.00. !Re:::e:ved from fy churches -52'5.20. Total amount re-
ceived . $625.85. 1Respectfclly submit !Jed, 

J. T. QUICK. 

iFOr the past year, I have btrn in the emnrelistic fields most of 
the time. I pastored one chuirtch, helped in six revivals, preached 104 
sermons, with 76 conversions, and baptized 113. I traveled 4;500 miles 
and received $325.00 for my year's work. All was done with ,great joy. 

Riespectfully, .... .. ..... . 
REV. W. D. GLASGOW. · 

Vernon, Alabama. 
It is with an humble heart I ma:ke this report. I have pastJ!"€d 

• 

full time, preU~:::hed 148 serma:1s, praYed 11·:5 public pra)"81S, condu:::kd 
six revivals, baptized 7, conducted 23 funerals , and re,ceived for my 
pastoral work '$1010:15; for field \work $21tS.35. Total received $122'6.5(). 

Respe,ctfully, 
A. L. W ARRfEN. 

'Iihe M~derator called for new business. Mo>'cd and carried that 
the Clerk make out a form of letter to the Association and have 
it !Printed a;nd rr:ay fcrl ~an:e ou cu tha treasury· ctf the Asso:iatic'r1. 

On motion, -Rev. illl.t A. Poore was granted a letter of recommen­
dation from this Associatinn, 

Moved and carried that Rev. S. F. L·ee and Rev. A. L. Warrelll oe 
given newMinisterial Credentials, as theirs had gotten burned . 

• 
• 
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• The Moderator appointed the following corresponding delegates to 
l3ister Associations: 

JAiEIPER~Rev. Billie Glasgow, and Rev. B. T. Alexander. 
iM:T. MORTAH-RICV. S. F. Lee and :Bro. Verdo Dubose. 

S'I1A.'I'E LINE-Rev. J. T. Quick a,hd Rev. A .. L. Wacrren. 
The Association voted to send the follm;ing delegates to the Sta,;e 

• 

Association and to send $20.00 as Associational funds: Bros Glint011 
- llVIay, Troy Cole and J. Y. Turner. 

On motion the Association adjourned to meet with Union Chapel · 
church on Saturday before the third ,Sunday •in october, 1949. 

!Song by the .congregation while the parting hand was taken. Prayer 
' 

REV. J. T. QUICK, !Moderator, Rt. 1, Beaverton, 
•R. H. YERBY, Clerk, Rt. :1, Covin, Ala. 

NAl\'IES OF DECEASED l\FNISTERS 
!Rev. w. B. Taylor, Rev. Tom Butler, Rev. W. !R. Truman, 'Rev. J. R. 

!Robertson, Rev. w. D. MciGee, Rev. J. R. Baker, Rlev. W. B. Cowley, 
Rev. ·J. A. Brown, Rev. S. iM. 'Perkins, Rev. T: G. ·Farris~n. Rev. D, G, 
W. Hollis, Rev. J. W. Porter, Rev. T. M. Lollar, Rev. C'. A. Chaffin, 
Rev. G. B. 'I'aylnr, R.ev. J. A. Tate, !F:Iev. E. A. Palmer, Rev. J. A. 
Isbell, Rev w. T. Springfield. 

NAl\IES AND ADDRESSES OF PRESENT MINISTERS 
REV. S. F. LE·E ................... , .................... -- ................ R. 1, Guin, Ala. 
R.EV. a3. T. ALEXANDER ............ __ .,., ........................... j Guin, Ala. 
'REV. IM. E. C'AiR(PIEN'I'EJR ............................................ Vernon, Ala. 
'REV. E. W. GRAVElS .................... - ............................ Vernon, Ala. 
IEUJV. W. C. RAYBURN ........................ -- ............................ Guin, Ala . 

. REV. BILLIE GLASGOW .................... -_ .................... Vernon, Ala. 
RiEV. rJ'. J. ADAIR ........................ ,... ............................ Vernon, Ala. 
·REJV. J. T. QUICK .................... __ ........ , ....... R. 1, Beaverton, Ala. 
!REV. J. J. BARiN'ES ................................. !R. 1, Beav€'rton, Ala. 
REJV. A. L. WAIRRIEN ............................ ______ ................. Vernon, Ala. 

FINANe· AL P./EPORT 
Balance from last year ................................................ __ ...... .. 
M~nute F'unds ........................ __ ................................................... . 
State Association Funds ................................................ .. .. ___ _ 

TOTAL ................................ ------······································ 
EXPEiNSES: 

$ 29.60 
72.50 

5.00 

$107.12 

State Association .... __ .................................................................. $ 20,00 
Printing Letter Forms ........................................................ .. .. 
P . t' M' • , nn 1ng InUc•es .................... .. .............................................. .. 
iMo::lerator ........................ •... .. ................. : ............................... . 
;Clerk· ··········-······························ ··················-·········-··················· .. 

• 
2.76 

40.00 
W.UlJI 

lO.U:J 

TOTAL ............ .............................................................. $ 82.7.'1 
Balance on hand .......................................................... __ ............ $ 24.37 

• 

/ 



8 VERNON J!1REE WILL iBAPTIS'T ASSOCIATION . 

LIST OF DELEGATES 

BE'LK-lHouston Ham, Louise Ham, Pearlie· Mae Walla;ce. 
FA'lffiJVIEW-Carrie Roberts, Willis !Poore. 
F'RIENDSHrP-lRepresented by letter. 
LiiBERTY'>---Jiasting Guyton, Hosea Dubose, Lee Hankins. 
MT. HARIMONY-Junior Johnson, Mrs. J. T. Johnson, Ellie Robertson. 
iMT. PLEIA:SA.N':IL-JLaura Crosley. 
MT. WiliLLI!NG---<Annie Warren, Clinton May, Ralph rr..,ee. 
PINEY GROVE-iMode Chafl.fm, T'roy Cole, Roof Gilliland. 
SPRINGIF1FIEIID-Add Hankins, Haley Wright. 
UNION CHAPEL-!Mary lA.nn Clearman. 
TAYLOR SPRJIINGS-Carlos Barnes, Jack Callan, Myrtle Bwxn. 
V:ElRNiON-J. Y. Turner. 

PROGRAI\1 FOR HOLDING ASSOCIATION 

1. The Association shall be called, to order amd presided over by 
the officers elected at the close of the last session. 

21. The Association shall be opened and closed with singing and 
.:ne delegates present. ; · 

3. The Moderator and Clerk shall be Ghosen by ballot •mmq:llate•y 
ahl'er the beginning of each session, by a majority of delegates present. 

4. The names of delegates from diferent ch'Jrches shall be enrolled 
and called as often as necessary· during the session. 

5. A majority of the delezates shall ru!e iro all cases, ex:e,.'Jt in the 
reception of chur.ches, then it shocld be unanimous. · 

6. The Moderator shall not be entit~ed to vcte, e·,rept in case of 
a tie and then he shall cast the deciding vote. !P.'e shall be ent tl~i to 
speak on any question, after others have spck2n, provided he app;::o'nt 
someone to the chair while he is speaking. 

7. Only one :person shall speak at a time and he shall rise and 
address the Moderator and after reco;~;nition by the Moderator shall 
proceed. 

18. No brother shall be interrupted while speaking 1·n'.ess he depart 
from the subject under discussion or use words of personal reflection. 

'9. No person hall be alloWied t'l s,peak more than tw·ce on the 
same subject without the authority of the Association nor more than 
fifteen . minues. · 

10. No person shall lau~h or talk during discussions. 
11. No person shall absent himself from the Associat·on without 

permission of the Moderator. 

• 

-
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Belk. ....................... IW. o. Knisht ..... ,R. H. Yerby, Covin, Ala.. 1 1 6 ·;J 2041 80 4J $303.00/$107.oJI~90.0J / 1 $ 5.00 $5000.0< 
Fa rview ............. - S. F. Lee ........... Mrs. Lily Belle Roberts, Gun, Ala' 3 '5 1 521 20 56.53 23.001 4.00 2000.0( 
Friendship ............ M. E. Carpenter Mrs. J. o. Green, Sr., steens Miss 6 I 3 1061 23 186.15 65.371 I 1.50 2000.0( 
·Liberty ... .~,., ............ B. T. Alexander iLee J. Mixon, R. 2, Vernon, Ala. 8 41 1841 65 703.W 133.001 41.26 1 321.00 54.00 5.00 3500.0( 
Mt. Harmony ...... ' .. L. Warren ...... 0. C. Robertson, Vernon, Ala. 3' 2 5 232 35 175.00 110.001 34.00 ~32.0J $10.00 4000.0C 
!Mt. Pleasant ........ R :y- Barnes .......... Aubry Dees, Vernon, Ala.. 2 75 2:5 55.00 50.001 12.00 - . 2000.0C 
Mt. Willing .......... J. T. Quick ....... W. B. Vinson, Box 126, Guin, Ala. 21 2 2481 30 3•J6.15 115.001 88.9·1 22:50. - 30;35 • 8.50,J 1600.0U 
Piney Grove ........ J .. T. Quick.... J. R. Williams, R. 1, Guin, Ala. 15 4 1531 64 29 219.05 55.001 25.00 -8.001 1500.00 
Springfield .... --..... C. R. Puck:t ...... J. A. Harper, Vernon, Ala. 41 3 11 23()- 42 52 237.511 38.751 190.63 3000.00 
Taylor Springs ... B. T. Ale>:a'1drr Ora Brown, Beaverton, Ala. 21 15 34.76 19.271 5.00 1500.00 
Union Chapel... .. A. L. Warren ...... F. M. Col~ins, R. 2, Vernon, Ala. 4/11 1 :103 501 313.1'5 110.001 70.00 30.00 6.~7 35:00 100.00 10.00 10 . 
Vernon .... l~•----······· A. L. Warren ..... Mrs. W. E. Rol,J~Jrtson._ye:.'1on,Ala ~ 21 1 93_ 601 40 3~2:001 100.001 88.23 37.5:> 13.00 36.50 7.50 1'500.00 

TOTAL ........... 64/2JI13I1743I5!l9I1•31I2975.30I 929.391424.48 47.0Jj- 29.371 97.351190:501 72.50151000.00 

-No report on Ladies' Aid was given. 
• 
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10 VERNON FREE WIIJL !BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

CONSrriTUTION 
1. The Association shall be known as the Vernon Free Will 

Baptist Association of Alabama, being composed of ministers, deasons 
and: delegates from different churches forming the same. All having 
full power to vote on all questions which come before the Association. 
Each chur.ch being entitled to three delegates in addition to ministers 
and deacons 

2. This Body" shall be considered an advisory :council, havlng no 
authority over the internal aff;1irs of the churches unless they" depart 
from the Articles of Faith of this Association. 'This Asso.ciation shall 
have authority over all ministers in the matter o.f doctrine, character, 
and etc. In case any mi:nister in .this Associatfon depart from and 
teach doctrine not in keeping with the Articles of 'Faith of this 
AssoCiation the same shall ·be dealt with by the J\Ssociation as 1t 
may seem proper according to the teachings of the Bible. 

3. Each church of this Associaion shall be cons· dered an advisory · 
body and shall control its own internal a.:t:fairs in matters of discipline, 
etc. If any brother feels impressed to preach the Gospel, the •Church 
shall or may recommend such Brother to the 'Association, and upon 
examination of the Brother's qualifications, if in judgp1ent of tho 
Body, the Brother would be useful, they- shall confer ordination, same 
being done at the Association by a legal Presbytery. 

4. All questions of doctrine and general inter·est shall be settled 
by a majority vote of. the Association, and the decision shall be fiinal. 

5. The officer's of the Assoc'ation shall be a IVIoderator, Clerk, 
and Treasurer, who shall be chosen at each session bv a majority vote. 

'6, The Association shall meet annually at s:·ch t·me and pla~e 
as may be agreed upon at the previc:us session and shall not adjourn 
finally until all business matters are transa~ted. . . . 

7. Churches wishing to be,::ome members of th1s Asso~Iatwn must 
adopt its Artciles of Faith and conform to its usages. 

iS. We agree as churches of this Association to use our best :n­
fluence to promote the interest r·f all moral and benevrlPnt institu­
tions, such as temperance cause, Sabbath ~':<h~ols, Missionary work etc. 

9. No member of this Associat~on shall b3 el::gible to serve as 
Moderator for more than two consec.utive sess'ons unless no other 
member be competent to act in that capacitv. , 

!10 Any member of this P.s~cciaticn who fhall te vnilt.v· of cir­
culating re,ports of an,y nature or ad iill(g in the circulat'ng of· any re­
port that is untrue on a brother minister, that 's ca1culated to injure 
his moral reputatic;m and religious influen~e. the same shall ·be dealt 
wiith by this Assoc'ation. .Arny minist~r of this ·AssJciation who is 
known to be guilty of usin -:r intrx"•c'ltin1" spir'ts by dr'nk'n"' as b~ver­
ag.e, which is calcPlated to destroy h's ·nnuence arnd usefulness, th,e 
same shall be dealt with by this Assrciation as it may deem proper, 
acc.c;r.dln!g to t:he tea(hirg)S of the Eible. 

!111. The AssociaMon shall in all cases in the transa-::tion of 'an 
busimess brc:t'ghtl before it, l::e ;goverred :J:y a· ma!or"ty o.f all delegates . 
present., and any ch'l!t~h or dele"ate fail n"' or refusing to do so is 
and shall be considered by ~he ·Assaciatio.n as be,'nr out of order. Each 
member is to be a party to the enfor=.eme'1t of same. 

1!2. The Moderatcr and Cle11k shall re:e.'ve $10.00 each for their 
services. 

13'. The Clerk shall superintend thet printing of the minutes "after 
ea:ch session of the Association. 

• 

' 



VERNON FREE iWILLB~T ASSOCIATION 11 

ARf.riCLES OF FAITH 
1. We believe there is one true and living God, jwho is the ruler 

of Heaven and earth, self,-exictent creator of all thinl,gs, revealed un­
der personal distinction of Father, Son and !Holy Ghost equal in 
every divine perfection and e!;isting in distinct but harmonious offices 
in the great work of redemption. 

2. We .l:elieve the Holy (Bible was written by men divinely in­
:,:p•red and 'is a treasure of instructions; that it has God for its authm 
truth for its matter and salvation for its end, that it reveals principles 
upon which God will judge the center of Christian unions, the supreme 
standards by which all human conduct, creeds and opinions will be 
tried. 

3. We 1:elie'\<1e rtihat ;man was clreated holy, under the law of his 
Maker, but from' voluntary transgression, fell from that holy state. 
in consequence of wh:ch all mankind is now deprived and unable of 
his own free will and ability to recover from the fallen state wh~ch 
he is by' nature. 

4. We believe that God has not fixed the future state of man­
kind by an absolute and unconditional decree, but salvation is offered 
in the Gospel ,free to all, and if silllners are lost forever it will be 
their own fault. 

·s. We believe that Christ by His death and suffering made an 
atonement for the sins of mankicd in general and every individual 
in particular who believes in Him can partake of the Divine benefit. 

6. IWe believe that true faith cannot proceed from the exereise 
of our OWIIl. free lwill, since man, in conseqcen,ce of his natural corrup­
tion is incapable of; thinking or doing anything spiritually good. 

7. We believe in the gener'al appliatn of the grace of God to 
f,a11en trren su,f:f.ciently to Mable him, morally and actually to obev 
the requlrement of the law of liberty (James 1:15), this the AJct-sav• 
ing Faith (John 1 :9). Ho·~ ever, none but those who believe in 
Christ will be saved thereby. (Acts 17:22; Romans 2:19; John 3:9f. 

a. We do not believe under the gospel dispensation that any sorl 
is elected to eternal life unconditionally, but that those whv by faith 
perseve~e to the end will be saved; that it is possible for men who 
have been ccmverte.d to make shipwreck of faith, turn again to sin 
and be finally lost. Luke 9: 5!1. 

9. We beUeve the visible Church of Christ is a congregation of 
believers, assoc:ated by covenant in the fellowship of tile Gospel ob­
serving the ordinan~e 0f r 1hrist, roverned ·by H's law and exercising 
the 1gifts, rights mrd privileres invested in them by His word; that its 
only proper officers are bishops, rastors and derucons, whose quali­
fications and duties al'e defined in the epi!>tles of Timothy and Titus. 

10. We believe that Christian baptism is immers'on in water in 
the name of Father, Son and Hocy' Ghost, and that believers are the 
proper subjects. 

11. We believe the Lord's Supper is a -cerpetual obli~ation by 
lwhich members of the church are to commemorate togehter, in the 
form ofl bread and wine, the dyiing love of Ghrist, preceded always 
by solemn self-examination. 

'12. We believe in onen ard fre" communion. a'll.d th~ chur,ches 
of our body are atlthorized, throu"h their pastors, to invite au 
Christians of orthodr>x churches, who are in good standing in their 
respectiV'e churches, to commune with us at the Lord's table. 

' 
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12 VER!NON FREE WILL BIAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

1i3. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and the general 
judgment; that the joys of the righteous and the punishment of the 
wicked'Will be eternal, upon the principles of grace and justice. 

14. Concerning the washing of the S!lint's feet as a Gospel or­
dinance, each member shall have the right to participate in such 
ordinance, as he can best answer his cxwn conscience to God without 
criticism on the part of anyone. . 

• 
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