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- "PROCEEDINGS

Qf The Seventy EFirst Session Of The R
Vernon Free Will Baptist Association -
Held With Fairview Church In October, 1951

On Saturday morning a goodly congregation having
assembled the session was forinerly opened by song and prayer.
In the absence of the moderator and assistant Rev. B. T.
 Alexander took charge. After some timely remarks he called
Rev. Frank Collins to lead the prayer. Bro. S. Woods led in
song. A special prdyer for our country was led by Rev. M. L.
| HOlllS of Amory, Miss. |
" At.the 11 oclock hour Rev. E. W. Graves having been
appointed to deliver the introductory sermon took the stand
and.brought his message from 1st Peter 3:15.
- The noon hour was greatly enjoyed by a good crowd
~around the long well filled table. |

SATURDAY P. M.

~ Bro. Robert Gosa led in song. Rev. H. A. Pitts led the
prayer, the assistant moderator declared the session in order
- and open for business.

-~ Bro. W. H. Clearman and R. H, Yerby were appomted
- reading clerks. -

| The letters were called for and the following namédl
- churches responded and listed their delegates. |
BELK: Bro. and ‘Sister Larry Wllhams and Bro. Jessie
Overton |
FAIRVIEW: Bros. Covin Finch, H. H. D111 and D. W. D111
FRIENLSHIP: By letter only. ~ |
| LIBERTY: Bro. Monroe Perkins, Sister Roy Perkins a'nd
.' Addie Dubose . |
‘MT. HARMONY: ‘Bro. and Slster Damel Johmson and Bro.
o Bob McReynolds.
‘MT. PLEASANT: Sister M1nn1e Adair. L
| "MT. WILLING: Bros. Leonald McDonald, Clay' Reece
and R. M. Gosa.
© : PINEY .GROVE: .Bro. “"nder5'~ Woods; “Eistﬂvs Hottln
 Chaffin -and Thelma Gosa. : .
~ SPRINGFIELD: Bro Kelcy dean C. G Holhs _zmd
Sister Bener Langley. - o
TAYLOR, SPRINGS Bro. Howard Sorrells. .
-~ UNION: CHAPEL: Bro. Earnest Haynes, Sisters E. W.
| Graveé and Alice Maddox. | | |
. Vernon: Bros. Ross Gunrells, A. J. Wilson and Walter
Fleldc | | -
. BE&VERTON Sisters Anme Bell Roberts Naowi Cotton



and Jimmie Nell Frye.

Mction carried to recewe the leLters and seat the delegates
| Motion carried to seat Rev. M. L. Hollis and Bro. G. J.
. Robertson from Northeast Mississippi. Rev. H. A. Pitts and P.
P. Barnes of Jasper Assoiation with Rev. Pranks as correspond-
irng delegates. | -

The election of officers resulted in the election of Rev.
~T. J. Adair as moderator and E. W. .Graves as clerk, with
Rev. S. F. Lee assistant moderator.

~ Motion carried to empower the moderator to . appoint all
‘committees. - -

The following committees were appointed: Committee of
Arrangements, Harrison Gosa, Covin Finch, Dempsey Langley
with the deacons of Fairview church. |

Document and Order of Business: Revs. S. F. Lee, Gurley

Roberts, William Glasgow, B. T. Alexander and Bros. Lloyd

Turner, -G. W. Chaffin, Bob McReynolds, Sanders Woods with
Moderator and Clerk.

| Sabbath Schools: Sisters Bener Langley -E. W. Grayves,
- Larry Williams, Minnie Adair, Alice Maddox, Daniel Johnson
and Bros. A. J. Wilson and L. C. McDonald. ‘ |

- Literature: Bros. D. G. Jordan, Pascal Yerby, J. W.
Garrison, Willard - Bannister, W. H. Clearman, H. H, Dill
and - Kelcy Jordan. :

Querries and Resolutions: Revs. Robert Collins, Frank
Collins, and Howard Sorrells and Bros. Larry Wllllams
Clay Reece, Ross Gunnells, and Monroe Perkins.

Ceceased Members: Sisters Roy Perkins, Hattie Mae
Chaffin, Thelma Gosa, Annie Belle Roberts, Jimmie Nell Frye,
'Naomi Cotton and Bros, Robert Gosa and J. D. Shelnut. |
- Temperance: Bros. Jessie Overton, Alvada Markham
Charley Hollis, J. L. McNease and Clay Reece.

- Finance: Bros. Emmett Lee, ¢. E. Roberts, D. W. Dill,
~Earnest Haynes and L. C. McDonald.

While the Moderatoer was absent Workmg on. the comm1ttees
Rev. H. A. Pitts, Alabama’s representative for the National
Mission Board spoke to the cengregation in interest of
Missions. An offering of $24.46 was given to this cause. -

Rev. P. P. Barnes delivered a fine sermonette

" The Committee of Arrangements reported that Rev T. J,

Adair would preach Saturday night.
Assignment to honies were made and all business was

adjourned until 8 o’clock Monday morning.
SATURDAY NIGHT

A Small_ congregation assembled at the church after
-4 fine song service. Rev. Adair delivered a fine message from




. his text Rev. :116. '- L
SUNDAY A. M.

At 90 clock the houee was called to order by Lhe Moderator
Bro. C. E. Roberts led the hymn. Sister J. A. Cole offered prayer.
© .. Rev. Frank Collins delivered a very 1nsp1r1ng ‘memorial
| message Text Ps. 126:6. . »
~ - " “Rev. B. T. Alexander, who was to deliver the 11 oclock
message was called away ‘to a funeral, so Hev. Adair sub-.
© stituted for him. He used 1st Tim. 5:8. .
. Rev. 5. .F. Lee gave a short message on the Lord’s Supper,
- after whlch a large congreﬂ‘atlon took part in this memomal
~ service. L - - -
| The noon hour was a real treat for the large congregatwn
- At 1:30 o'clock the house was again called to order, after
song and prayer Rev. Roy Barnes from State Line Association
~delivered the evening message, using for his text 1st John 3:2-3.
| - After a brief song service the congregatlon voted not to
~ have mght service so it was adjourned untﬂ H oclock Monday
A. M. ' -

MONDAY A. M.

After aporopmate devotlonal serv1ce a motmn carr1ed to

| __,160pen the Assomatlon for business.

~ Motion carried to omit 1ead1ng ot Tmnutes of Saturdays
‘procedings. |
After roll call the Moderator declared a quorum._' was
prebent | .
-~ Motion carried to ‘seat Bors. Sorrells R. W. Maddox and
Walter Fields and Sisters Addie Dubose and Lucile Chaffin as
- delegates to replace -absent delegates. from their respective
churches. A recess was given to allow the committee to
make report.:.
" Revs. L. Q. Lalwood and J. M. Cobb were seated as v131t1ng
'mlnlsters | | -
~ The Document and Order of Busmess Report
We, your committee on Busnesse beg leave to report as
follows: - - = o
1. We recommend the former Order of . Business.
| 2., We recommend thit Rev. S. F. Lee preach the intro-
~ ductory message at the next session and that Rev. B T.

- - Alexander be his alternate.

, 3. That Rev. S. F. Lee be elected Assomatmnal Evangelist

for another year. | S .
| 4. That the next eessioin"of the Association meet with

- Mt. Willing church. | S o o o

| 5. That W. S. Woods bn appointed to the Credential

| 'oommlttee . | |



Ty

6. That the. Credentml committee be empowered to elect
its own chairman.

8. That .the Clerk be pf\id $15 for his services and the
Moderator $10 and the assistant Moderator $5. |

9. That this Association start a fund to care for 1ts aged
and dlsabled preachers. -

10. That the Credential committee have control of th1s
fund as to how it shall be rajsed and disbursed.

11. That the Clerk have 500 minutes printed.

| Respectfully submitted, -

S. F. Lee, Chairman.

The report was received and committee dlscharged and
the entire report was adoped by sections.

Other co*nm1ttees reported in thls order: Sunday SchOoI;-
Literature, and Querries and Resolutions. |
Busiiiess was adjourned for Rev. J. M. Cobb to deliver the

11 o’cloek message and to present the cause of the Chlldrens
- Home. An offering of $37 was given.

The noon hour sulely an emo_yable affair,

MONDAY P. ﬁl

Sang led by Bro. D @G. Jordan, prayer by Rev L.x Q.
Larwood. :

The Credential Deceased Members, 'Temperan_ce e.n'd;,

Pinance Committees reorted. Their reorts were received and
accepted. Revs. B. T. Alexander, Gurly Roberts and S. F. Lee
‘were appointed as an examining comm1ttee to examme and
~ ordain Bro. Howard Sorrells if found worthy. |

The following delegates were appomted To State Assoma— o
tion, Bros. Robhert Gosa, Keley Jordan and W. M, Fields. |
To Jasper: Revs. Robert Collins and W. D. Glasgow.

To Mt. Morriah: Revs. T. J. Adair, and Gurley Roberts.

To State Line: Revs. E. W Graves and A. L. Warren. |

Rev. Frank Co]hns was elected as Sunday School Evangelist
for the coming year. -

The examining committee reported favorably on Bro.
Sorrells and proceeded to ordain ‘him. Rev. Lee gave the
“charge. Bro. Alexander led the prayer Everyone gave him
hand of encouragement. - -
Rev. Larwood was reinstated into the Assomatlon His '_
~name .and Bro. Sorrells were to be added to llst of ordamed
ministers. .

Having finished all work . to come before the Assoc1at1on
a.motion carried to adjourn to meet with Mt Willing Church
for the next session. | . ~
~~ The partmg hand was given. Benedictlon by the moderator




CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

We your committee on Credentlals make ,the following
report:
- I.. After careful mvestlgatlon we find that all the
rainisters and deacons of the Vernon Association are in good
standing except one deacon in Vernon church and one in
Taylor Springs. |

II. We recommend Bro. A. J Wllson be restored to his
deaconship .of Vernon church. |

III. We recommend an ordaining council be appointed
to examme Bro Howard Sorrells and ordain h1m if found
worthy. | -

IV. We also ask that this council to examine Rev. L. Q.
Larwood and if found bound in the faith to recommend
he be remstated into the Vernon Association.
- Respectfully submitted,
Harrison Gosa, Chairman.
Report recelved and adopted and committee retamed

TEMPERANCE REPORT
We your committee on Temperance make the followmg

report: |
| After a careful study we are made to Dbelieve the

| temperar:ice thought is one cf the oreafest thoughts known to

mankind, If we disobey the law of God by getting in an
intemperate attitude we bring upon ourselves condemnation
because God expects His chlldren to exerc ise self control in
al]. thlngs

- We should all join together in helping each other to be.
more temperate because the things that God has given to .
mankind as a blessing can be used so that it will be a curse

instead of a blessing.
'~ We recommend that our preachers deacons and members

of the various churches abstain from intemperance and

live clean and sober lives.
| | Respectfully submitted,

- ‘Jessie Overton, Chairman.
Report accepted and committee disch’_arged. |

SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT
© We your committee on Sunday School wish to .make the
following report:

We have examined the reports from all the churches and
find that only 10 have Sunday Schools with a total member--
ship of 555. -

We believe a good Sunday School is a very valuable asset
to any church and commumty and that it is the most fertile
‘field for evangelism in the church. .

We recommend that our -pastors be pastors of our Sunday .,



School too, and that they give more tinié and effort  to
cultivate the church school. -

We suggest every effort be made to employ only chrlstlan\
teachers. We call upon the pastors of the churches that have
no school ti do their best to organize and promote a school
irn time.

We recominend .that each church represent in our Sunday
School Convention convene with Vernon on 2nd Hth Sunday
in 1952. | |
- We:recommend a place be made in our church letters to
show the amount of funds raised in the Sunday School, so
our school may have the credit.due. W ebelieve this will in-
crease interest and attendance.

- Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Bener Langley, Chalrman
Reportd received and adOpted

>

DE‘CEASED MEMBER REPORT

We your committe on deceased members make the follow-
ing report: God has seen fit to call from our midst 17 of our
brothers and sisters in. Christ. From Belk: Bro. Henry Otts.
Bro, Mart Johnson, Sister Lizzzie Moore; Vernon: Bro. Will
Edgeworth; Mt. . Willing, Bro, J. E. Chaffm Sister Murray
Trimm; Sprmgfleld Bros. Bill Brown and Abner Hollis, Sisters
Biddie Gilmore, Della Jackson and Laura Pennington; Mt.

~ Harmony: SlSteI';: Sara. Lou: Stembridge and Kate Rlckman'

Mt. Pleasant: Bro. Charles: Adair; Liberty: Bro. Jim Guyton;

- Piney Grove: Bro. J. R. Wll_llams, Friendship: Sister J. A.
Robertson. |

We believe our loss is Heaven’s gain. - .
Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. Roy Perkins, Chairman.

- LITERATURE REPORT .

We your committee on Literature make this report:

We recommend that our churches in the Vernon Associa-
tion use the quarterlies printed at’ Ayden N. C.,, by the
- Free Will Press. |

We urge all who are followers of Christ teach our children
to make it a practice to read good and wholesome literature
that bears a religious and moral influence., =
| We- recommend further that our people subscribe to the
":.Alabama, Free W111 Baptist printed at Eldridee, Alabama.
| Respectiully submitted,

D. G. Jordan, Chairman.
Report received and adopted.
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FINANCE REPORT

We your committee on Finance beg leave to report as
follows: After collecting the minute funds from the various
churches we have collected $95 and $13 from 5th Sunday
meetings., Total $108. |

Respectiully submitted,
Emmett Lee. Chalrman.,

SECRETARY-TREASURER REPORT

CBAIANCE .ttt ettt § 889

Minufe Funds and Offermg e e e ... 11217
I'rom Aumhaly e [V ;..,E -9.00
Total received ................. | ..... ey ~ $120.00
Paid Out: | | ' o
State Fee ... e, e .. $ 20.00
Minutes ...ttt @t at e e 65.00
Moderator and ClerK oottt ee e eenennee.  20.00
Pald 0] AP e $105.00

$120.00 less $105.00. $15 00 in treasury.
E. W. Graves, Tresurer,

QUERRIES AND RESOLUTION REPORT

We your comm1ttee on Querries and Resolution reports
as follows: -

Be it resolved that we extend our thanks to Fairview church
and community for their hOSpltahty shown us during our
~stay among them.

We recommend our preacliers as:well as members visit the
sick more often and to pray for them as well as helping them
1‘111anc1ally more in the future than in the past. |
- - Respectfully submitted,

Robert Collins, Chairman,

'PROCEEDINGS OF 5TH SUNDAY MEETING

The Fifth Sunday meeting of the Vernon Free W111 Baptist
Association at Piney Grove, called to order by Moderator
Service opened with song by Bro. Elvadia Markham,

A very able prayer by Rev. B. T. Alexander. Scr1pture~
lesson by Moderator Romans 12. Lecture on Sunday School by
Moderator. Eleven o’clock hour was filled . by Rev J. J.
Barnes, Cor. 12: 21

_ NOON _
Service opened by song by Bro. W. S. Woods, prayer by



" Rev. Alexander Song by Bro. R. M: Gosa By requeSts of

| \Ioderator 311 the .‘:’oung mlmsters use as their subJects Love o

1 Bro Robert Colhns St John 15:9- 14
2 Bro ‘B. T. Alexander, Luke 6: 34
3 Bro Girlie Roberts John 3: 16
Intermrssmn o

Sermon by Bro. Johnson John 15:13. ' |
Spec1a1 songs my Mary Ann and Nelhe Kate Clearman also o
by Collette - |

BUSINESS SESSIOl\ i

Delegates from various churches were as follows
BELK Rev and Sister Robert Collins. -
'FAIRVIEW: Slster Roberts, B_ro_ Covin Finch,
FRIENDSHIP SN |
- LIBERTY: Rev. Glasgow
MT. HARMONY. -
-~ MT. PLEASANT - | - ' |
MT. WILLING Bro. Garr1son and Bro Garvm Chaffm
PINEY GROVE: Bros, T. R. Gilliland and Orlander Shelnut
SPRINGFIELD Rev. and Sister Q. Z. Johnson. .
TAYLOR, SPRINGS: Revs. Barnes Alexander and Sorrells |
| UNION CHAPEL Slsters - Mary and ' Nellie Kate
“Clearman“ |
VERNON Bros B, M Flelds Turner and S1ster Carpenter
| BEAVERTON Bro, and S1ster Cotton -
v EASTSIDE A
Collectlon taken for prlntmg mmutes was $10 00 Prevmus-- |
Was $2 91 ‘total $12.91 | : | |
Motion carried to elect oificers for the commg year: Rev |
iirlie Roberts as Moderator, W. S. Woods as Clerk, -
| The rext meetmg will be held at Union Chapel.
S - W S. Woods, Clerk.

* PROCEEDINGS OF VERNON AUXILIARY _
Meeti"ng held with Liberty church. Sono' by E. W' Graves,
prayer by Rev. T. J. Adair. Moderator R. H. Yerby and Rev..

~ A, L. Warren made some finc and approprlate remarks at the -

beginning of the day’s service, SR

The following churches, represented with programs ‘ £0 - be,_--

rendered: Liberty, Vernon, Union Chapel, and Springfield.- o
} Motlon ecarried to dlscortlnue the awarding of banners;.-

- - for the best. programs.

| Vernon presented the first program of the day An in-
teresting program of poems, utOly of Joseph and a short play. -
- Union Chapel presented . dramatization of 10 virging.,

| A real feast was en]oyed by all present at the noon hour;”
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. _5th Sunday m 1952. Benediction, ‘Reyv. Robert Collins.

LVENING - S

4
i

Song by N. K. Jenklns prayer by Rev. Adair A
Sprrngfleld presented a Ime p]ay “A Good 501(1191-’: for___.

- .thelr program

leerty presented +he1r program- ‘-‘Solvmg_ Snndav -

| Qchool Puzzle.”

Everyone enJoyed these fine programs

- . An offerlng of $31 20 was given to the Childrens Home

BUSINESS SES SION

”

B Vernon Was cnosen as the next meetmg place. . o
'Bro. N. K. Jenkins was. elected Moodertor, Bro. R H Yerby

| ~° Assistant Moderator, E. W. ‘Graves elected Clerk.

Mlnute funds collected: amounted to $5.00.

© Delegates to State Convention: R..H. Y'erby’ L. G. Jordan e
- W. H. Clearman. This conventlon is to be held in June at
"'Dothan Alabama. - o .

- Motion carried to adJourn to meet at Vernon on the 2nd'.'

- N. K. Jenkins, ‘Moderator. .f‘;
- E- W Graves Clerk - i
R NAMES OF DECEASED MEMBERS (

" Rev. W B. Taylor Rev Tom Butler, Rev. W. R Truman,

Rev. J.. R. Robertson Rev W. D. ‘'McGee, Rev.-J. R Baker,

Rev. W. B. Cowley, Rev ‘A, J. Brown Rev. S. M. Perkins Rev.

T G Harrlson Rev. D. G. W, Holhs, Rev. J. W. Porter Rev..

T. M. Lollar, Rev. C. A. Chaffin Rev. G. B. Taylor Rev. J. A.

- Tate, Rev. E. A, Palmer, Rev. J. A. Isbell Rev W T. Sprmgﬂeld
| "_Rev M. E. Carpenter T __ | o

. .

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF PRESENT MIl\ISTERS

'_"REV S.F.LEE ........... R - Rt, 1, Gum,m’a.

‘REV. B.' T. ALEXANDER .....ic0vvunvens e v.... Guin, Ala.
"~ REV. E. W. GRAVES .........0c.0vunn.. “.i...... Vernon, Ala.
* REV.-W. C. RAYBURN ............... “vieerieerso. Guin, Ala,
REV. BILLIE GLASGOW .............. vev.vve.o Vernon, Ala.
. REV. T. J. ADAIR ............. PP wvv.... Vernon, Ala.

. REV. J. J. BARNES L .. Rt ‘1, Beaverton, Ala.
" REV. A. L.. WARREN ...... Cviieresesesese.ie... Vernon, Ala.
REV. ROBERT COLLINS .......... Kennedy, Ala. =
- 'REV. O, Z. JOHNSON .......... e “+even... Vernon, Ala. *
" REV. GURLEY ROBERTS ........... ceeeedbeiid.. Guin, Ala,
"REV. FRANK COLLINS .........iveveeresvennnnn. ‘Guin; Ala. .
'REV. HOWARD SORRELLS ..... wiv. ... Beaverton, Ala.

© REV.L. Q LARWOOD (i .uuiiieiiininninenennnn. - Belk, Ala.



I'ROGRAM I'OR IIOLDING ASSOCIATION

1.' The Association shall be called to order and preSIdEd; '.
-i_over by the officers elected at the last session. =
"2, The Association shall be opened and CIOSEd Wlth smgmg |

'-;‘oI the delegates present. -
| 3. The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by ballot'. |
- immediately after the begmning of each sessron by a maJonty R

. of delegates present. - - |
- 4., The names of delegates from d1fferent churches shall
- be enrolled and called as often as necessary during the session.
| o. A majority of the delegates shall rule in ~ all cases,

=-_except in the reception of churches then 1t should - be |

~“unanimous.

6. The Moderator shall not be entltled to vote except 1n

~case of a tie and then he shall cast the deciding vote.'He shall -

- .be entitled to speak on any question, after others have spoken'

-p10v1ded he appoint someone to the chair while he is speaking.
7. Onlv one person shall speak at a time and he shall
',rr-.e and - address the Moderator and ‘after recogmtron by the

| l\/foderator shall proceed.

No.. brother shall be" 1nterrupted Whlle speakmg unless

:_"' fhe depart from the subJect under discusswn or use words of
-_=_'personal reflection. | | | |

9. No person shall be allowed to speak more ‘than twrce orn_ o

~ the same subject without the authorlty of the Assocratlon nor -
“more than fifteen minutes. ' | R
. 10. ' No. Person shalil lauch . or. talk durmg dlscussmns

11. No person. shall absent himself from the Assoc1at1on -

_1*1thout permlxslou of the Mode1 ator.

- ";"i_

CONSTITUTION

The Assoc1ation shall be known as the Vernon Free Wlll i

o -Bapt1st Assoclatlon of Alabama, being ‘composed of ministers,
deacons and delegates from different churches formmg the
:.same. All having full power to vote on all questrons which come -

- -+before .the Association. Each church - being - entitled to three N

| delegates in addition to ministers and “deacons. ~
L This Body shall be considered an adv:smy councldl havmg
no authorlty over the -internal affairs of .the churches- inless
tl‘:ey depart from the Articles of Falth of this . Association.

.« This Association shall have authority over all-ministers in” the .

matters of doctrine, character and etc. In-case-any m1n1ster in-
- this Association depart from and teach ‘doctrine not: in- keepmg .
. with the Articles of Faith of this Association the same shall be

. . dealt with by the Association as it may seem proper accordmg'
‘to the . teachlng of the Bible. = - S

3. Each church of this Assmcatlon shall be conmdered.q o

h L]
[}



,_an advrsory body and shall rcontrol ‘its rown internal affalrs in
.matters of discipline, etc. If any Brother feels ifiipressed to

-preach the Gospel, the church shall recommend §uéh Brother

~to the Association, and upon examination of the Brother’s”

o -'quallflcations if in ]udgment of the Body, the Brother would

~ be useful, they shall confer ordiration, same bemg done at the
'_ 'Assoc1at1on by a legal Presbytery |

4 All questrons of doctrine and general 1nte1est shall be .

_"jsettled by a maJority vote of the Assocmtmn and. the dec:lsron‘
-shall be final. . |

I 5 The off1cers of the Assoc1at1on shall be a - Moderator.
- Clerk and Treasurer ‘who shall be chosen at each session by a
rnajorlty vote. - . |

6. The Assoociation shall meet annually at such t1me and |
| place as. may be agreed upon at the previous session and shall
not ad]ourn fmally unt11 all busmess matters are transacted

.- . 7. Churches wishing to become membels of this Assoma-
- tion must adopt its Articles of Faith and conform to 1ts usages.
- 8. We agree as churches ,of this Association’ to' use our
.«.best influence to promote the interest of all moral and
- benevolent mstrtutlons such as temperance cause Sabbath x
"-'.Schools Missionary work ete. SR R

9. No member of th1s Associatlon shall - be ellglble 'to |
- serve as Moderator for more than two consecutlve sessions
| unless no other member be competent to act ln that capamty

10 Any member of this Association who shall be gullty of

circulating reports of any nature or aiding in the circulating of .

. any Treport-that is untrue on a brother minister, that is
~ calculated to injure his ‘moral reputation and rellglous in-
~fivence, the same shall be dealt with by this Assdclation. Any
 minister of this Association who is known to be guilty of using
'".intoxrcatmg sp1r1ts by drlnklng as beverage whrch is calculated
3 Y dest‘"oy his influence and usefulness, the same shall’ be dealt
- .with by this Association  as it may deem proper accordmg
| to the teachings of the Bible. ; - ~
.. 11, .The Association shall in all cases ln the transactlon of
| Jall buslness brought before it, be ‘governed by a maJorlty of

. all delegates present, and any church or delegate failing or e

¢ refusing to do so'is and shall be considered by the Association
s as’ being out of order. Each member is to be a party to the
| .fenforcement of same. o
12, The Moderator and Clerk shall recelve $1{} 00 each for |
 thelr. services.
. 13. The Clerk shall supermtend the prlntmg of the mmutes
. after each sessmn of the Assomation |



. ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We beheve there is one true and hvmg God, who is L

'_ the ruler of Heaven and earth self-existent Creator: of all

- - things, revealed under personal distinction :of Father, Son and .-
.. Holy Ghost equal in every divine perfection and existing in:-
district but ‘harmonious offlces in the creat WOI‘k of redemptlon o

. 2. Weé believe the Holy Blble was written by men divinely

. '1nsp1red and is a treasure of.instructions; that it has God for

. "its author; truth for its matter -and salvation for 1ts end, that |

- it reveals prmmples upon which God will judge the: center -of

Christian ‘uniors, the supreme standards by whmh all human |

. conduct creeds and opinions Wlll ‘be  tried.

3. We beheve that man was created holy, under the law

of hlS Maker, but from voluntary transgression, fell from that -

- holy state, in consequence of which all mankind ‘is'now deprived

and -unable of his own free will and ablhty to recover. frem the ﬂ

. fallen state which he is by nature.: | ,
| 4. We believe that God has not fixed the future state of

| mankmd by an absolute and uncondltlonal decree but salvatlonf

is offered in the Gospel free to all. and if sinners are lost )
forevel it will be their own fault. - - - -
5. We believe that Christ by His death and suffermg madeﬁ_

an atonement for the sins of mankind in general and every
jrdividual in particular who be‘leve in H1m can partake of

| 'the Divine benefit. | | - |
6. We believe that true. faith cannot proceed from ther
eaermse of our own free w111 since man, in consequence of his
natural corruption 1s 1ncapab1e of thmkmg or domg anythmg-'_

o - spiritually good.

7. We believe in the gereral appllcant of the grace of God
to fallen men sufficiently to enable hi. mmorally and actually
. to obey the requirement of the law of liberty (James '1:5, this
~the Act-saving Faith (John 1:9,. However, none bdt those who
‘believe in" Christ- will be saved thereby (Acts 17:22; ROII’I&I]S'_
-2:19; John 3:9). o |

| 8. We do not beheve under the gospel dlspensatlon that

co any soul is elected to eternal life uncondltlonally, but that
. those who by faith persevere to the end will be saved; that it

-is possible for men who have been converted to make ship-
wreck of faith, turn again to sin and be finally lost. Luke 9:62.

9. We believe the visible Church of Christ is a congregation -

~of believers, associated -by covenant in the fellowship of the :
Gospel observmg, the ordinance of Christ, governed by His
law and exer(nsmg the gifts, rights and privileges invested in

them by His word; 'that its only proper officers are blshop,s,'f:

~ pastors and cleacons whose aualifications and duties. are defmed‘ |
111 the eplstle of Tlmothy and Tltus | '



| 10 We beheve that Chr1stian bapt1sm is immersmn in water
~in the:mame of Father Son and Holy Ghost and that be-
lievers are the proper subjects. , o
- 11.- We believe the Lord’s Supper 1s a perpetual obhgatlon_—
by wh1ch members of thé church are to commemorate to-
gether, in the form of bread and wine, the dying love of Chr1st_
" preceded always by solemn self-examination.

12. We believe in open and free communion, and the __
churches of our body are authorized, through their pastors to

. Cinvite all . Christians of orthodox hurches who are in good. -

 standing in their respectlve churches to commune w1th us at“"
the Lord’s table | - 2 SR o |
- 13. - We Dbelieve in the resurrectlcn of the dead and the"
general judgment; that the joys of the righteous and the
 punishment of the wicked w111 bc eternal upon the prmciples
. of grace and justice. - ~ |

14." Concerning the washlng of the Samts feet as a Gospel’
ordinance, each member shall have the right to partlclpate in
“such ordinance, as he can best answer' his own. consc1ence'
to God Wlthout cr1t1C1sm on the part of anyone,
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