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VERN'OiN 1'\RElE: WILL BIAPI.'IST AISSOCIATION 

l'ROCEEDINGS 
• 

Of The Seventy-Ninth Session of the Vernon Free Will Baptis-t 
Association, Held With Piney Grove F. W. B. Churoh, 

October 16, 17, 1959. 
' . • 

FRIDAY MORNING 

The Association was called to order at 10 o'clo·ck by the mod
erator, Rev. J. B. LedlQIW. , ' · 

A few songs were directed by Bro. Dewey Jordan. The moder
ator then read a scripture lesson from Acts 4: 31-34·. 

Prayer by Rev. B. T. Alexander. After a few appropriate re
marks the moderator appointed the follQwing credential committee: 
Bro. Mode Chaffin, Bro. w. H. Clearman •and Bro. Walter Graham.. _. 

The letters from the various churches were called for and turn
ed over to the credentials committee. 

The moderator then . appointed the following business com
mittee: Rev. A. L. W•arren, Rev. ;:;. J. Barnes, Rev. Fit1ank Collins, 
Bro. A. M. Wallace and Bro. R. T. Mixon. · 

A song was directed by Bro. Dewey Jordan. 
A short but ve:cy interesting devotion was conducted by R~v. 

W. E. Atkinson, readillg\ from the 7th chapter of Matthew. 
Song, "Amazing Gra:ce" was directed by Bro. Dewey Jordan. 
Prayer by Rev. Elzo Bevins. . 
At lrl o'clock Rev. s. F. Lee brought the introductory sermon,· 

reading from Matt. 16th chapter; text, Alcts 8-37, "I believe Jesus .. 
Christ is the son of· God." 

At the conclusion Oif this sermon the song "There Is A Foun- . 
tain" was sung while the congregation had a general handshak
ing. 

The congregation was then dismiSsed one !hour for dinner. 
Prayer by Rev. Gurlie Roberts. 

AFTERNOON 
. 

The house was called to order ,by the Moderator. Song direct-
ed by Bro. J. B. Boibo. · 

The assistant moderator, Rev. Gurlie Roberts, read the 133rd-
. -

Psalm as a· scripture lesson 'and led the coil!sregation in prayer. 
. - - ' 

The moderator· appointed the following as a devobional com-
mittee: Bro. R. H. Yerby ;;r., Bro. J. B. Bo.bo and Brother Young · 
Shelton rwith the dearcons of Piney Grove Chu11ch. 

The following committee on committees was appointed by the 
moderator: Bro. Derwey Jordan, Bro. Pascal Yerby, and Bro. C. s. 
Collins. , . , --. - ..... _ . . - . ' 

The moderator· called for the report of the credentials com-
• 

mittee. T!hey gave. the following partial repo't"t. 
we, your committe•e on credentials, make the follo!Wing partial 

report: We have examined the letters from the various churches 
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VERNON 1'\RE:H: WILL BAPT]jST ASSOCIATION 

and recommend that we receive the same and setat the delegates 
as listed. 

W. H. Clearman, Chairman 
By mo,ve and second the repor.t ·was received and the committee 

retained for :further work. 
The moderator appointed Rev. W. D. Glasgow and Rev. Calvin 

Bevins a.s reading clerks· and the ·le~tters from the various churches 
were read and delegates seated as follows: 

· B£fLK-IS1sters Flora Gilreath, Sarah Joe Watkins, Erdeal Gil
reath and !Mamie Dodson. 

DAVITS CHtAPEL--Sisters Lucy Gray, Elsie Channey and Mar
lon Everns. 

' 

FAYE.,'l'"'I'""E.-iBro. John Bobo and Sister Calvin Bevins. 
l''iRTEINDSHIP~Paul Shelnut. 

' LIBER.TY-R. T. Mixon, and Rayford Perkins. 
MT. HAROM:ONiY-iBob McReynolds, Walter Graham and Olen 

Wheeler. 
IMT. PLEAISANT-Represented iby letter. 
MT. WIIJI..ING- Sisters Sue McDonald, Stacy Cha.ffin, Stella 

Ree'ce, Ozie McDonald and Virginia Austin. 
. PINEY GROVE-Sister Veola Shelnut, Bros. Boy,ce Buller, 

Co,vi!n Finch, and H. H. Gosa. 
SPR.INGl':lE:I/0 Bro. William Mason and :Sister Ora Jordan. 

, TAYDOR. SPIRINOS Rev. ;;. J. Barnes and Sister Myrtie 
Barnes. · 

UNION CH!AIPEL- Bro. Kell McAdams, Sisters 'Im.cile Brad
:ford, Effie IMae Harrison and Bro. Grady Harrison. 

, VERNON--J3ros. Roy Crossley, Clyde Motes and Sister Lucile 
Yerby. 

The moderator called for petitionary letters. 
·None were present. 
The report of the devotional committee ~Was called for. 
They reported as follows: We recommend that Rev. Roy Barnes 

conduct a devotional service tonig'ht at. 6:30 o'clock and Rev. V. 
R. Lay bring the message. . 

, R. H. Yel'by Jr., Chairman. 
The moderator called for visiting delegates. The following 

were seated with us: • 

·State Line Association:-.Re:v. Roy Barnes. 
Jasper Association~Rev. w. E. A:tkinson and Bro. H. S. At-· 

kinoon. · 
By miwe :and second, the following; ministers were seated with 

us: Rerv. Oalvin Bev1ns, Rev. Elzo Belvins and Rev. v. R. Lay. 
The fol101wing ministers were a;ppointed as an ordaining coun- · 

cil to examine these neiW ministers: Rev. <R. P. Ritch, Rev. s. F. Lee 
and Rev. w. D. Glasgow. 

The association dismissed 10 minutes for recess. 
After recess a song w:as directed by Bro. Dewey Jor:dan; prayer ' 

by Bro. H. S. Atkinson. 
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VERNON l''REE WILL BAPTIST .A:SSOCIATION 

'IIhe mode:rator called for the report of the ordaining council. 
. . . 

This council made the follOIWing report: • 
We, your ordainin1g council, mcommend' that Rev. Elzo Bevins, 

Rev. C'alrvin Bevins and Rev. V. R. Day be seated · in this body as 
ordained IIllinisters. · 

iRev. R. P. Ritch, Rev. W. D. GlM~ow, Rev . .S. F. Lee. 
•' 

Remarks of awrecdati:on were madie by these netw ministers. 
The modera:tor called for the report of the business committee. 
'I'JJ.e committee made the following report: 
We, the business committee, recommend that the follOIWing 

•itEms be received and. adopted. 
We re.comme~d that the order of business of the Vernon Asso-

• 

dation be adopted by this body and the same printed in the min-
utes. 

We recommend thlat the order of business of the church con
ference be adQIPted a•nd that they be printed in the minutes. 

Rev. A. L. Warren, Chairman. 
The report was received as a partial report, reread and adopt

ed by sections• .. 
!By move and second the business rpart of the association .ad

journed until 8 o'dcock Saturday morning. 
Prayer by Rev. R. P. Ritch. 

• FRIDAY NIGHT 

The eonl~egation assembled in the chu11ch at the appointed 
time. Af•t.er a sihort song service t:he congregation was ·led in pray
er by ,Rerv. Gurlie RJDberts. After this, Rerv. Roy Barnes conducted 
a very interesting dervoUonal service, reading as a scripture les
son the 18th chapter of Luke. 

Rerv. V. R. Lay broUight a very inSIPiring messalg:e, using as a 
text 2 Kings 20-40•, whi:ch was enjoy.ed very much by all present. 

The ·congre,gation was then dismissed iby prayer nntil Saturday 
• mormng. 

!SATURDAY 1\IORNING 

The house was called to order by the moderator. 
Song lby Rerv. R. P. Rit•ch. A scripture lesson was read by the 

moderato:r from Luke 9: 56-·6.2. Prayer by R. H. Ye11by Sr. The 
clerk called the roll of delegates and the moderator declared the 
body ready for bustness. 

The moderator called for petitionary let.ters. None [pr·esent. 
The body eleiCted Rerv. A. L. Warrren as :a member of the exe

cutive committee for :a period of thl'ee years. They also ele·cted 
Rev. W. D. Glasgow to take the place of Rev. E. W. Gvaves on thiS 
committee. 

'I1he moderato:r called for visiting delegates to seats with us who 
were not preesent Friday. The' following were seated: 

Mt. Morria.h Association'- Rev. ;;. L. Lavender . 
• 

' 
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• 
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VERNO!N l''RE::E: m BA.PTiiST ~SSOCIATION 

:State .'Line .Astsociation- Rev. L. V. Collier, :amr: Jim Howell 
and Bro. John Howell. 

Jasper Association- Rerv. 0. Z. Johnson, and Bro. P. P. Barn-
es. . 

The following delegates wer.e appointed on the committee on 
devotion to take the place of those Wlho were absent; Bro. Jack 
Kelly, Sister !.lucy Gray and Sister Lucile Bmdiford. 

· The moderator called for the report of the committee on com-. . 

mittees. . 

WE, the c<>mm.ii.ttee on committees, offer the following appoint-
ments of committees: 1 

• 

Queries and Resolutions- Rev. W. D. GlasrgOIW', Rev. Calrvin 
Bevins, Bvo. Clyde :Motes, Bro. Boy.c·e Fuller and Sister Lucy Gray. 

:Sunday Schools Sister Ora Jordan, Sister Calvin Bervins, Bro. 
Grady Harrison and Rlev. B. T. :Alexander. 

Temperance- Rerv. GurLie Roberts, Rev. V. R. Lay, Bm. Paul 
Shelnut and Bro. A. iM. Wallace. 

· Deceased M-embers- Sister Effie Mae Harrison, Sister 'Lucile 
Yevby and Sister Elsie Cihanney. 

Finance- Bros. Rayford Perkins, J. D.· Shelnut, Corvin Finch 
and H. H. Gosa. · 

• 

Respectfully Submitted, D. G. Jordan, Chairman. 
The report was r.eceived and the committee disc:havged. 
The modemtor called for the ·final report of the :committee on 

devotion. 
We recommend that Rev. Ellzo Bevins preach at l1 o'clock. 

Respecbfully Submitted, Lucile Bradford. 
The report was mceived and the committee discharged. 
The >body was dismissed 30 minutes for the committees to 

make tiheir reports. · 
·The body came together for business. 
A song was directed by Rev. R. P. Ritch. 
Prayer by Rev. Robert Collins. 
Rev. J. B. l.JedlQWl offered his resignation as a member of the 

board of trustees of the Children's Home. 
The resignation was a:ocepted and Bro. w. H. Clearman was 

elected to take his plaee. 
The moderator .caHed for the final repovt of tihe ·business 

committee. 
The committee made the following report: 
1. We recommrnend tha.t tihe next session of this association 

meet· with Mt. Willing Chu11eh. 
2. We recommend that Rev. E. M. Bervins prea:cih the introduct

ory sermon at tihe next session of tlhis association and Rev. v. R. 
Lay be his substitute. 

3. The :following ~wticle was given to this committee and· re-
port- as article No. 3: . 

• 

3. We prefer that the Committee on committees be done wway 
with and the moder.a.tor appoint the committees. ; 

' 



VERNON F'REE WILL BAPTiiST A!SSOCIATION. 

'\, Respe1ctfully Submitted, Rev. A. L. Warren, Chairman 
'I1he report was received and the committee disclla11ged. 
The report !Wias reread and . considered lby sections. 
iSection 1 and 2 were adopted. Section 3 1\V:as rejected. 
The moderator called !for the report of the oommittees on 

Queries and Resolutions. 
We, your committee on Queries .and Resolutions, make the 

following repor.t:· 
Be it resolved th'at we tender our hearUelt thanks to Piney 

Grove ChU11Cih and community for the hospitality and fellowship 
shown us during this session. 

Wereconrmend that we use our young people and young min
isters more in the future than we hwe in the past. 

We re,commend that eacih c'hur"~h try to rea,ch all peop~e in 
their respedive communities to get them to attend ,church, Sunday 
School and Lerugue. 

Rev. W. D. Glasgow, Chairman. 
The report •was ado[pt.ed and the committee discharged. 
'I1he report of the committee on Sunday Schools was called 

for. 
We, your committee on Sunday Schools report as follows: 
·we re:commend that .ea;ch Sunday School teacher from each . 

church visit' each home that does not attend ohurch and invite 
them to !Sunday School. 

We find that Sunday Schools are the upbuilding of our 
churches. . 

We recommend that ev.ery effort be made to use only Christ
ians as teachers and superintendents. 

We u11ge all Sunday Schools to be represented and take part 
in our Sunday School Gonv.ention. 

We urge ea1ch pastor oif each church along with the help olf 
the deacons to see that a Sunday School be established in each 
chur·oh. 

We recommend that each Sunday School obtain their litera
ture from the Free Will Baptist Publishing House in Ayden, N. C. 

Ora Jordan, Chairman. 
The report 'Wlas · adopted and the committee disicharged. 
Tihe report of the committee on Temperance was· c~alled for. 
We, your committee on temperance make the following re-

port: . 
We recommend that we abstain from the use of intoxicating 

lbe!Verages, that we. exercise self control and lbe temperate in all 
things, 1 Cor. 9-25. 

Gurlle Roberts, Chairman. 
The report was adopted and the committee discharged. 
The moderator called. for the report of. the committee on de-. . 

ceased members. 
We, your committee on deceased members report as follows: 
Belk'- Sister Helen Moore. 

'· . 
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VERNON 1'\RE::E: WILL BAPTLST ASSOCIATION 

Davis Chapel- Bro. Dock Swindle. 
iMt. Willing- Sister Esther Taylor. 
Piney Gl'oy.e Bro. Calvin Guin. 
Springfield~ Sister Duke Allen, Sister Rayaneth Pennington 

and Bro. William Carr. 
Union Chapel'- Bro. Rollie Maddox and ·Sister Donnie Wi:g-

• gms. 
Vernon- Rev. T. ;:;, .Adair, Bro. Shelton HoUisand Sister Jes

sie Lee Robertson. 
We tfee1 that in giving up these lo,ved ones that we should rea

lize ho~ close eternity really is and how mUJch more we should 
be concerned about the lost. We extend our sympathy to the 
families of the deceased. 

Respectfully · Submitted, EWe iMae Harrison, Clhairman. 
The report was adO[lted as read and the committee discharged. 
The body stood a moment in silent prayer for the families of 

the de,ceased. 
The moderator called for the final report of the credentials 

committe~e. 
We, your committee on Cl'edentials, wish to report as follows: 
We find. all churches in our association represent.ed by letter 

and delegates for which ~~e are glad. 
We recommend that a letter of good standing be given Rev. 

Gurlie Roberts as he has moved to the Jas!Per Association. 
' 

We find all our ministers in good standing. 
Respecbfully 'SuJbmitted, W. H. Clearman, Chairman. 

The repor,t was received and committee disch'al'ged. 
The report reread by seictions and adopted as read. 
'I1he body gave a rising vote of thanks for the good work Bro. 

Rolberts has done in our association. 
The body elected delegates to the state associ:ation as· follOIWs: 

Bro.· W. H. Clearman and Sister R. P. Ritc'h. 
The r€1POrt of the finance committee was called for. 
We, your committee on finance make the lfollowin:g repo11t: 
After collecting the minutes· funds from the various churches 

we find a total of $109.00. 
· Rayford · Perkins, Clhalrman. 

The report was adopted with $2.00 from Taylor Sprill'gs Church 
tO be applied to old age ministers. 

The moderat-oT ~appointed the followm.g corresponding dele-
g;ates to· sister associations: 

Jasper- Rev. A. L. Warren and Rev. Robevt Collins .. 
State Line- Rev. Frank Collins and Rev,. S. F. Lee. 

· · Mt. Morriah- Rev. W. D. Glasgow and Bro. w. H Clearman. 
N. E. Miss.- Rev. Elzo Bevins and Rev. R. P. Ribch. 
Progressive- Bro. Mode Cha1ffin and Bro. Pasca'l Yerby. 

fl 

By move and second it was aga'eed to amend section 12 of the · 
By-':Laws to give the modemtor pO/Wer to appoint all committees. 

The body elected the following officers for another year: 

• 

• 



VERNON F'RH:H: WILL BAPrlST ASSOCIATION 

Clerk- Bro. R. T. Mixon with Bro. D. G. Jordan, assistant. 
!Moderator- Rev. R. P. Ritch. 
Assistant Moderator- Rev. S. F. Lee. 
The business of the association adjourned to meet with Mt. 

Willing Church on Friday before the third Sunday in October, 1960. 
Song, "Amazing Gra:ce", directed by Bro. Bill McDonald. 

Rev. J. L. Lavender conducted a short but interesting devotion, 
.re,ading Col- 1:1-4. Plrayer by Bro. D. G. Jordan. 

After this Rev. Elzo Bevins 'brought the message, reading Gal. 
6-15. Text Gal. 5-16. 

Closing prayer by Rev. Gurlie Roberts. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Rev. R. P. Ritch 
Rev. W. D. Glasgow 
R!:>v. A. L. Wlarren 

(1960) 
(11961) 
0962) 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Ba}ance from 1958 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 35.04 
Minute Fun-ds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $109.0'0 
Sunday School and League . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 11.82 

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15;5.86 
Paid Out 
Moderator and Clerik: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 30.00 
State Assqciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 26.00 
Old ~ge Ministers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2.00 
Printing !Minutes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 75.00 

Total Ex:pense .................................... . 
Balance on Hand • • • 0 0 • • • 0 • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • 0 • • 0 • 0 • 

LIST OF DEACONS 

$133.00 
$ 22.86 

Belk~ L. D. Will~ams, Britt Belk, .>"essie Overton, R. H. Yooby, 
Jr., Grady New.man. 

Davis Ch:l~Pel- John D. Moore, Sr., Raymond Gray. 
Fay.ette- A. M. WaUace, E. E. Lewis. Reece Henderson, J. P. 

Kelley, Grady Kennedy. 
'Friendship- Not Given. 
Uberty- Henry Perkins, Henry Harrison, Chelsie Poore, Lee 

Mixon, J. E. Collins. 
Mt. Harmony- S. G. Johnson, S. L. Cash, B. c. Guin, Erbie 

Robertson, Titus Barnes. 
!Mt. Pleasant- .>'. G. Adair, Raymond Pennington. 
Mt. Willing- J,a.ck McDonald, Hirom McDonald, Doffie Shel

nut, Emmet Lee, Arlie Roberts. 
Piney Grove>- c. E. Roberts, G. w. Cha·ffin, Alvada 'MM'kham, 

Arlando Shelnut, J. M. Chruffin. 

< 



STATISTICAL TABLE 

' 

• 

CHURCHES PASTORS 

Belk Rev. A. L. Warren 

Davis Chapel Rev. Calvin Bevins 

Fayette Rev. J. B. Ledlow 

Friendship Rev. Elzo Bevins 

Liberty .· ·· Rev. L. V .. Collier 
·- ' . 

!Mt. Harmony Rev. A .. L. Warren. 

!Mt. Pleasant Rev .. McAdams 

OLERKiS 

R. H. Ye11by, Sr. 
Rt. 6, F1ayette 
John D. Moore 
Rt. 4, Fayette 
Mrs. E. E. Lewis 
Rt. 5, Fayette 
Paul Shelnut 
Steens, Miss. 

. ;:, E. C:ollins 
Rt. 2, Vernon 
'Olen Wfheeler 
Rt. 1, Fernbank 
Linda Chandler 
Rt. 1, Vernon 

4 

22 

1 

0 

8 

0 

Mt. Willing Rev.. Hudson Burleson Clyde F. iMlay 5 
' . . . ' ' . . 

Piney Grove Rev. C. R. Puckett 

Springfield Rev. Roy Barnes 

Taylor Springs Rev. Robert Collins 

Union Chapel Rev. Henry Crawford 

Vernon 
., 
i Rev. R. P. Ritch . 

. Rt. 2, Winfield 
J. M. Chaffin 

.. Rt. 1, Guin 
J. A. Harper 
Vernon, Ala. 

3 

2 

Mary Ann Barnes 0 
Beaverton, Ala. 
Ernest Haynes 7 
Rt. 6, Fayette 
Mrs. Clyde Motes 
Vernon, Ala. 

0 

' . ' . . 

• 

• 

0 

~ 

4 1 152 60 35 0 

4 1 60 40 I 0 0 

4 0 112 113 . 50 30 
• • 

1 75 . 22 0 0 
• 

0 0 216 120 0 0 
• 

0 0 211 40 0 0 
•• 

0 0 66 30 0 0 

0 1 209 157 0 0 

3 1 128 40 0 0 
• 

2 3 255 45 ."25 0 

. 

0 0 20 0 0 0 

3 2 97 60 

' 

2 3 ' 152 ' 75 ; . 45 8 
0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

2 

1 

2 

't:l 
<1> .a 
Cd 
'd ::..· 
0 

'~ --

' ' 

• 

• 

750.00 13L50 147.00 22.00 63.00 10. 48.72 

303.07 124.00 13.55 .00 10.00 10. 163.15 

3445.00 225.00 346.98 31.08 9.31 10. 2434':90 

300.85 100.00 .00 .oo . oo 5 . .0()1 

1309.15 140.00 . 12.78. 108.88 .00 10. .00 

4•40.00 103.70 20.00. .00 13.61 10. .00 

179.74 50.00 .oo. .00 .00 .00 
. . ' 

. . . . . 

·519.~0 110.00 .. 60.00 .00 ' ' 6.00 . 10. 376.39 
. . . 

'293.95 5.00 ' .00 . ' .00 .. 10. '580.22 

. 
'508:50 102.71 68.00 .00 .00 10. 215.93 

95.00 .00 . .00 .00 2.00 2. .00 

. 680.00 ' 100.00 75.00 15.00 15.00 10. 53.19 

1850.00 100.00 62.00 63.63 16.30 10. 904.48 

624.27 

624.27 

8985.12 

466.63 

1757.40 

719.26 

229.74 

1041.59 

948.98 

1027.81 

99.00 

948.19 

3024.47 

12,000 

4,000 

47,400 

4,000 

5,000 

10,000 

6,000 

3,500 

5,000 

6,250 

1,500 

9,000 

TOTALS 52 23 12 1754 707 1155 38 16 10674.46 1346.91 810.31 240.59 135.22 107. 4<782.09 21094.74 148,650 

*Paid For Children Education: 
Friendship $15.; Li:berty $176.59 
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1Springfield~ Dempsey Langley, D. G. Jordan, Haley Wright, 
C1aud Hollis, J. lA:. Hal1Per. 

Taylor Springs C. w. Barnes, Kelsie Barnes. 
Union Chapel- c. 8. Collins, S. Y. !Shelton, w. H. Clearman, 

Carlos Bradford, James E. Maddox. 
Vernon~ w. L. Turner, B. E. T-urner, .;1ay Y. Turner, J. L. 

!McNees, L. A. Crowder, P. N. Ye11by, Dalton Turner. 
NAl\IES OF DECEASED 1\nNISTERS 

Rev. w. T. Springfield, Rev. w. B. Taylor, Rev. W. R. Tur
man, Rev. Tom Butler, Rev. J. R. Robertson, Rev. IM. D. McGee, 
Rev. J. R. Baker, Rev. W. B. Crawley, Rev. A. J. Brown, Rev. S. 
M. Perkins, R!ev. T. G. Harrison, Rev. D. G. W. Hollis, Rev. J. W. 
Porter, !Rev. T. M. Lollar, Rev. C. A. Chalffin, Rev. G. B. Taylor, 
Rev. A. Tate, Rev. E. A. Palmer, Rev. J. A. ISbell, Rev IM. E. Car
penter, Rev. T. ;:;. Adair. 

NAMES :AND ADDRESSES OF PRESENT MINISTERS 

Rev. S. F. Lee .. o •• o •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Rt. 1, Guin, Ala. 
Re·v. E. W. Grav.es .... 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ¥ern on, Ala. 
Rev. W. D. GlasgO\W . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ve-rnon, Ala. 
Rev. A. L. War·ren ......................... 0 • o •• 0 • Vernon, Ala. 
Rev. J. J. Barnes .............. · .......... Rt. 1, Beaverton, Ala. 
Rev. Robent Collins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kennedy, Ala. 
Rerv. Fr-ank ·Coll·itlS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Guin, Ala. 
Rev. Clarence Barnes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . Beaverton, Ala. 
Rev. R. P. Ritch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vernon, Ala. 
Rev. H. E. c:obb . o o o •••••••••••••••••••• o o ••••••• o Fayette, Ala. 
Rev. B. T. Alexander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rt. 8, Birmingham, Ala. 
Rev. J. B. LedlOIW ........................ Box 404, Fayette, Ala. 
Rev. Calvin Bevins ..................... ·. . . . . . . . . Fayette, Ala. 
Rev. Eizo Bevins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fayette, Ala. 
Rev. V. R. Lay ................................. , .. Fayette, A:la. 

PROCEEDINGS OF LEAGUE AND ;S. S. RALLY 

The League and S. S. Rally of the Vernon Free Will Baptist 
Association met rwith Piney Grove Chuvch, May 31. 1959, at 10 
o'clock A.M. 

Opening song service by Bro. Elvada Markham. 
Pmyer by Sister Lucile Bradford. 
1Special song by the Bradlford Trio. 
Opening rema11ks by the moderator, Rev. Gurlie Roberts. 
S'cripture lesson, Psalms -34. 
Prayer by Bro. Garvis Moore. 
Remari~ on the scripture leS&on lby the moderator. 
Union Chrupel Church presented the first pro~am. 
Vemon Chunch rendered the second program. 
Song by the congregation. 
Mr. Garvis Moore, County SUperintendent of Damar County 

gave an interesting lecture. 
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A very interesting and inspiring message was given .by 'Rev. 
A. !L. Warren, using as a text 1·Thes. 4-17. 

Dismissed for lunch :by Rev. W. D. Glasgow. 
A bountiful dinner was enjoyed by all. ' 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
• 

Song services rwere · conducted by Bro.· Markham. 
Piney Grove Church presented tJheir program. 
A talk and scripture reading of instructions to Christian work-

ers 'Wias given by the moderator, Rev. Gurlie Roberts. 
The scr~pture reading was taken from 2 Tim. 4th; Chapter. 
Special songs :were rendered by the Bradford Trio. 
Tr1e fol1owing ·officers were elected 'for another year: 
ModeratoT and associational eV'angelist- Bro. Arlando Shelnut. 

·Secretary- Pascal Yerby. 
'IIhe Convention voted to hold the next meeting with Vernon 

Olmrch on the second fifth Sunday in 196:0',. beginning at 10 
o'clock. 

An 01ffering of $M.82 was taken for minute funds. 
Tlha ,coillgregation ·was dismissed by Bro. C. S. Collins. 
1\.<:N. Gurlie ·Roberts- Modemtor. 
Pascal· Yerby- s-ecretary. 

CONSTITUTION 

1. This association shall be known as the ·vernon Free Will 
Baptist :Associ·ation of Alabama, being composed of ministers,· dea
cons and delegates from the different churches forming tJhe same. 
iUl having :full power to vote on all questions rwhich come before 
the association. Eacih chur:ch being entitled to three delegates for 
the :first 50 members 'and one additional delegate, for ea:ch 2'5 mem
bers or fraction thereof, in addition to ministers and deacons. 

2. This body shall be considered an advisory council, ha:vin:g 
no authority over the internal affairs of the churches unless they 
dE)part from the Treaties of F1aitJh and pvactice of Free Will Bap
tist. This association shall have authority over all ministers 
in the matters o.f do•ctrine, character, ebc. In case any minister in 
this association depart from and teach doctrine not in keeping 
with the Treaties of FaitJh and pmctice of Free· Will Baptist the 
same shall be dea1t ·With by the association as it may deem prop
er according to the teaching of the Bible. 

3. When a church desires that one 01f its members should be 
licensed or ovdained to pveacn the Gospel, it requests the association 
to examine, by council, such member. The examination for license 
should refer to the piety,· doctrines and· conwctions Tespecting ·the 
work o! tJhe ministery, and the reputation for character and a~bility 
of the candidate. The examination 'for ovdination should include 
all that is required f.or license, and als,o satisfactory examination 
res;>e~cting tlhe life and ·labors of the · candidate. ·No preacher sha!l 
·be accE!P·ted or ordained in tJhis ass,ociation as a preacher who ihas 

,. 
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more than one [iving wife. 
4. All questions Off doctl1ine and general interest shall be settled 

by a ·majority vote Off the association and the decision shall be 
final. 

5. The officers of the association shall ibe modevator, assistant . 
modemtor and clerk-treasurer, rwho shall be chosen at eacih session 
by a majority vote of the delegates present. The oHicers shall be 
chosen at the close "of each session to take office at the 'beginning 
of the next session. 

6. The association shall meet annually at su:ch time and place 
,as may be agreed upon at the previous session and shall not ad
journ finaily until all business ma.tters are transacted. 

7. Churches wishing to become members of this association 
must adopt its Articles of Faith and conform to its usages. 

8. We agree as churches of this association to use our best 
!influence to promote the interest of all moral and: benevolent in
stitutions, sucih as Temperance cause, Sabbath Schools, Missionary 
'work, etc. 

9. No member of this associatlion shall be eligible to serve as 
moderator d'or more than two consecutive sessions unless no other 
member ibe competent to serve in that crupacity. 

10. Any member of this association who shall be guilty. of 
drcuratirug reports of any nature or aiding in circulating any report 
that ds untrue on a brother minister, that is circulated to injure 
!his moral •reputation and religious influence, the same shall be dealt 
With iby the association. Any minister of this association who 
is !mown to be guilty of using intoX!ciating spirills by dl1inging as a 
1beverage, which is calculated to destroy hds influence and /useful
ness, the same may be dealt with by the association as it may 
deem pmper, according to the teaching of the iBible. 

11. The assodation shall in all oases in the transaction of all 
!business brought before it, be go.verned lby a majority of all dele-' 
gates present and any church or delegate failing or refusing to do 
so, is and shall be ·consider·ed lby the association as beirug out of 
order. Each memlber is considered to be a party to tihe enforce
ment of same. · . 

12. The moderator shall receive $10.00, the assistant madera- · 
tor $5.001 and :t!he clerk $15.00 !or their services. 

13. The clerk shall superintend the :printing of the minutes 
oote.r each session of the association. 

BY-LAWS 

1. 'I1he association shall be called to order and presided over 
by the officers elected at the last session. 

2. The asso'Ciation shall be opened with devotion by the pre
vious moderator and dosed by prayer. 

3. The officers shall be chosen iby .a majority of delegates pres
sent, at tJhe close of each sesslion to take office at tihe. beginning 
Off tihe next session. . 1 · , 

• 
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4. A: credential committee shall be apointed at the ibeginni.lllg 
of each session who shall ~receive and examine the letters and list 
the delega.tes and turn them over to the clerk with any recommend
ations they may :wish to make .. 

5. The delegates shall be seated at a designated :place in tbe 
assembly and a majority shall rule in all cases. 

6. The moderatoc shall not lbe entitled to !Vote exc.ept in case 
of a tie and then ihe shall cast the deciding vote. He shall !be en
titled to SPeak on any question, after others have spoken, provid
ed he shall appoint someone to the chair while !he ds speaking. 

7. Only one person shall speak at a •time .and he shall rise and 
address the moderator and after recognition iby the moderator shall 
proceed. 

8. No person shall lbe interrupted while SiP'eaking unless he 
depart 1from the subject under discussion or use words of personal 
reflection. 

9. No person shJ.ll be allO'Wied to ::;peaik more than twice on the 
same subject without the aubhority of the association nor more than 
f:fteen minutes. 

10. No persons shall Laugh or talk during discussions. 
11. No person shoold absent himself Jrom the association with

out permission of the moderator. 
12. The moderator shall have power •to appoint all committees. 

Each committee to consist of from three ,to lfive members. 
13. Any minister of the asso·ciation who fails to .represent in 

pc:::son or by letter .for a period of two years without a reasonable 
excuse, his name shall be dro'P!Ped from our list of ordained min-
isters. . 

14. All ordinations shall be done by the association. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. The BLble, The Scriptures of the !Old and New Testaments 
were given by inSipiration of God, and are our infallible rule of 
faith ~md practice. 

2. God. There is one living and true God, revealed in nature 
as the Creator, Preserver, and R;ighteous Governor of the uni
verse; and in the scriptures .as .Pather, Son, and Holy Ghost; yet as 
one God, infinitely wise and good, 'Wihom all intelligent creatures 
are supremely to love, a dove, and . obey. 

3. Christ. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine 
nature truly God, in Hi:s human nature truly man. The mediator 
between God and man, once crucilfied, He is now· risen and glori
fied, and is our erver !Present Saviour and Lord. 

4:. The Holy 1SJ)irit. The !Scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit 
· all the rattrilbutes of God. 

· 5. The Gorvermnent of God. God exercises a wise and benevolent 
providence over .all beings and all thing-s iby maintaining the con
stitution .and lruws of nature. He also ,performs special acts, not 
o!Jherwise prorvided lfor, .as the highest welfare of men requires. 
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•6. The Sinfulness of Man. Man was created innocent, but iby 
disobedience ifell into a state of sin and condemnation. His -iPOS

terity therefore, inherit a fallen nature of such tendencies that 
all who come .to years of accountability,· sin -and !become guilty 
before God. 1 • 

7. The Work of Christ. The Son of God lby His incarnation, 
life, sufferings, death, and resurrection effe-cted for all a redemption 
from sin that is full and lfree and is the ground of salvation lby 
faith. , 

8. The Terms of •Sa-lvation. The conditions of sa-lvation are: 
-1. Repentance or sincere sorrOJW for sin and hearty reunication of · 
it. 2. F1aith or the unreserved committal of one's self. to Chrust as 
iSaviour and Lord .with pm1pose to love and obey Him in all things. 
In the exercise of saving faith, the soul is renewed by the Holy 
Spirit, freed from the dominion of sin, and becomes •a child of 
God. 3. Continuance in faith and obedience until death. 

9. Election. God_ determined from the be~inning to save all 
who should comply with the conditions of salvation. Hence by 
f•aith in Ch:rist men become His elect. 

10. Freedom of the 1Will. The human will is :free and self-con
trolled, havdng power to yield to the influence of the truth and the 
Spirit, or to resist them and perish. 

11. Sa.lvation Free. God desires the salvation of all, the Gospel 
invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever will may 
come -and take of -the ~ater of ,life freely. 

12. Perserverance. All believers in Christ, :who through grace 
persever-e _in holiness to the end of life, have promise of eternal 
salivation. 

13. Gos!Pel Ordinances. BAPTIIiSM, or the immersion of lbe1ie<Vers 
in water and the iUORJD'S SUPP-ER .are ordinances to •be perpetu
ated under ·the Gospel. Feet washin-g an ordinance teaching hu

. mility of universa·l obligation, and to be ministered to all true lbe
lie,vers. 

14. Tithing. God commanded tithes and ofiferings in the Old 
Testament; Jesus Christ endorsed it in the Go.Spel .(!Matt. 23-23), 
and the apostle Paul said_ "Upon the first day of. the week let 
every one of you lay lby him in store .as God hath p:rospered ihim" 
(1 Cor. 16:2). 

15. The Christian Sabbath. The divine law requires that one 
day in seven lbe set apart from secular employments and amuse
ments, for rest, worship, holy works, .and activities, and fm· per
sonal communion with God. 

16. Ressurection, Judgement, and Final Retribution. The 
Sc11iptures teach the resurrection of all men 1at the last day. They 
that have done good will come forth to the resurrection of life, 

' and they that have done evH -unt'o the resurrection of damnation;· 
'then the :wicked will "-go :a:way into eternal punishment, ibut the 
righteous into eternal Life." 

• 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS iFOR VERNON ASSOCIATION 

1. Open 'and devotion ;by former moderator. 
2. New moderator takes o¥er. 
3. Credential committee aPtPointed. 
4. De:votion. · 
5. Message. 
6. I.Junch. 
7. Report of credential committee. 
8. Reading of letters and seating of delegates. 
9. Call lfor petitionary letters. 
10. Invite :visiting lbrethern to seats with us. 
11. Appodnt a committee on coonmittees .. 
12. Committees as follows: Business, Querries ·and iReso~ution, 

· Sund:ly Schools, Finance, Deceased Members, Devotion. 

. ' 
.l 

13. iRe!Port of committee on committees. 
14. Call for report of de:votional committee. 
15. Aprpodnt ordaining committee. 
16. Call for !business committee report. 
17. Call for committee rel)orts (see committees). 
18. l!1inal report of business committee. 
19. Delegates to state association. 
20. Correponding delegates to other associations. 
21. Place ,for next setting of asso·ciation. 
22. !Election of of.ficers. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR CHURCH CONFERENCE 

1. Oall to order . 
. 2. Call for pe•aoo and fellowship. 
3. Opportunity lfor mem.lbenship. . 

4. In:vite ':visiting brothers and sisters to seats. 
5. Readings of Prewous minutes, 
6. Unfinished business. 
7. Appointment of, committees. 
8. Acknowledgements. 
9. Committee reports. 
10. New !business. 
11. Adjournment. 

• 
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