
ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-EIGHTH 

SESSION 

of the 

VERNON FREE WILL 

BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

held with the 

MT.HARMONY 

FREE~LBAYnSTCHURCH 

VERNON, ALABAMA 

2018 Minutes 





VERNON FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS FOR2018 
ONE HUNDREDTHIRTY-EIGHTHSESSION 

MODERATOR ....... ...... ..... ...... ..... .... .. ....... ... .. REV . DAVID I. CROWE 
ASSISTANT MODERATOR ...... .. ....... .. ............ REV . DEVIN HENRY 
CL ERK .......................... .. .................................. BRO. STEVE BUTLER 
ASSISTANT CLERK .................................... .. SIS . SANDRA CARTER 

The next session (Spring Meeting) ofthe Vernon Free Will Baptist 
Association will be held on Saturday. March 16. 2019. The location of 
the meeting will be at the Liberty Free Will Baptist Church. Vernon. 
Alabama. Registration will start at 9 :30A.M . and service will begin at 
I O:OOA.M. 

The annual meeting (Fall Meeting) of the Vernon Free Will Baptist 
Association will be held on Saturday. October 19.20 19atthe Fayette First 
Free Will Baptist Church. Fayette, Alabama. Registration will beginat8:30 
A.M. and service will begin at 9 :00A.M. 

The annual Thanksgiving service will beat the Piney Grove Free Will 
Baptist Church. Guin. Alabama. The meeting wi II be on Tuesday. N ovem­
ber 26.2019 starting at 7:00p.m. 

OFFICERSFOR2019 

MOD ERA TOR BRO. DEVIN HENRY 
150 Cooper Church Road. Detroit. Alabama 35552 

205-921-2128 (11) 

ASSISTANT MOD ERA TOR BRO. ADRIAN NOTTONSON 
1408 13th Street NW, Fayette. Alabama 35555 

205-932-7354 (11) 205 412-4550 (c ) 

CLERK BRO. STEVE BUTLER 
I 00 Bethabara Cutoff, Fayette, Alabama35555 

205-932-8496 (11) 205-270-1714 

ASSISTANT CLERK SIS. SANDRA CARTER 
186 Pinehills A venue NW. Vernon, Alabama 35592 

205-695-9785 (11) 
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COMMITTEES AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Executive Committee 2018-2019 

Tommie Robertson (Piney Grove) 

Phil Wheeler(Mt. Harmony) 

Sammy Merchant. Jr. (Sulligent) 

Zadus Turner. Jr. (Vernon) 

Leonard Corbett (Liberty) 

Board ofChristian Education (C. E.) 

Debbie Yerby( Belk)- 2019 

Rev. Matthew Paul (Sulligent)- 2020 

Stephanie Butler(Liberty)-2021 

Tori Scott(Mt. Harmony)-2022 

Rev . Dan Turman (Springfield) 2023 

Credentials Committee 

Deceased MembersCommittee-2018 

Jennifer Crowe (Piney Grove) 

Holly Hobbs (Mt. Harmony) 

Theresa Taggar1 (Depriest Chapel) 

Nominating Committee 2019 

Rev. LamarCox(Belk) 

Rev. Dan Turman (Springfield) 

Leonard Corbett (Libert:) 

DigestCommittee-2019 

Gary Sorre lis (LoveJoy) 

Donald Puckett (New Center Point) 

Johnny Quinn (Cooper) 

Rev. Bill Smith (Fayette)- 2019 TrinityYouthCamp 

Re> . Arnold Sheets(Free Will Chapel)-2020 Board ofDirectors 

Rev. AI Hamm (Victory)- 2021 Rev. David I. Crowe(Piney Grove)-20 19 

DavidFowler(Belk)-2022 Edwin Collins (Vemon)-2020 

Mike Kimbrell (Fayette)2023 Rev. Adrian Nottonson (Fayette)- 2021 

Children's Home Advisory Board Representative 

Rev. Jonathan Miller(Piney Grove) 
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PROCEEDI NGS 

VE RNON FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOC I A TlON 

SPRI NG MEETING 
SATU RDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 
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The Spring Meetingofthe Vernon Free Will Baptist Association metthis 
year\\ ith the Beaverton Free Will Bapti st Church. Beaverton. Alabama. 
Reg istration for delegates . mini sters. deacons. and visitors began at 9 :3 0a.m. 
The worship sess ion began at I 0:00a.m. 

T\\ O songs were sung by the congregation to open the meeting. The first 
\\as ... Where the Spirit of th e Lord Is" and the second was .. He Lives." Both 
songs were led by Bro . Earl Me eal of the Beaverton Church. The pastor 
of the Beaverton Church. Bro. Howard McNeal. welcomed the Association 
to the Beaverton Church. The response was given by Association Moderator 
Bro. David I. C rowe. Prayer followed by the moderator. 

A special music song was next given by Sis. Kelly McNeal of the 
Beaverton C hurch just prior to the Morning Devotion. The Morning Devotion 
was gi\en by Bro . Howard McNeal. The Scripture reference was from 
Revelation 3:7-13 . Following the Devotion the congregation was led in prayer 
by Bro. Me eal. 

Bro. Ashley Culp gave a report on Trinity Camp for information . He stated 
that the lights in the dorms. dining hall. and gym have been changed out to 
LED lights to save energy . 

A recess break was next taken before the morning service. A congregational 
song ... I'd Rather Have Jesus" was sung to begin the worship service . Before 
the message an offering was received for the Association . The offertory 
prayer was given by Bro . Jonathan Miller of the Piney Grove Church. The 
message was given by Bro . Ashley Cu lp. Director ofTri nity Camp. His text 
was taken from II Timothy 4:6-8 . An invitation was given following the 
message . 

The meeting adjourned following the message. A II were invited to stay and 
enjoy a delicious mea l prepared by the Beaverton C hurch and the Love Joy 
C hurch . The Association wishes to thank the Beaverton and Love Joy 
churches for hosting the Spring Meeting this year. Bro. Devin Henry. pastor 
of the Cooper Chu rch . offered the blessi ng on the meal. There were 19 
delegates. 13 ministers. I 0 deacon s. and 15 visitors who registered for the 
meeting. 
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PROCEED INGS 
VERNON FREE W ILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

FALL MEETING 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2018 

The fall meeting of the Vernon Free Will Baptist Association convened at 

the Mt. Harmony Free Wi II Baptist Church. Vernon. A Ia bam a. Registration 
of delegates. ministers. deacons. and visitors began at 8:30a.m. Following 
registration the session began at 9 :00a.m . Moderator. Bro . David I. Crowe. 
welcomed everyone to the meeting. A congregational song. ··He Set Me 
Free:· was sung by the congregation being led by Frankie Beasley o f the 
Mt. Harmony Church . Bro. Danny Thompson gave the response to the 
welcome . 

After the welcome. the Morning Devotion was next given by Bro . Dan 
Tunnan. pastor of the Springfield Church. Vernon. Alabama . His Scripture 
text was taken from Galatians I : 1-10. Following the devotion. the 
congregation was led in prayer by Bro . Turn1an . 

The Association Clerk. Steve Butler. called the group into business session. 
This is the 13 8th session of the Vernon Association . The roll of delegates 
was read and the delegates were seated for business session. 

The moderator recognized visitors from other churches. associations. 
and organizations. Leonard Corbett. representing Gideon's International 
thanked the Association for allowing the Gideons to minister in the churches. 
He stated that over $11.000 .00 was given by different Association churches 
last year. 

Next various committee reports were given. The Digest Committee 
Report was given by Gary Sorrells of the Love Joy Church . Following that 
report. Bro. Joe Beckon gave the Credentials Committee Report. 

One item of new business was brought up for consideration by the 
de legates. This item had to do with changing the dues structure as it now 
exists. This requires a changed in the constitution and was tabled until after 
the break. Following prayer by the Moderator, all were dismissed to break . 
After the break, the item was removed from the table for consideration 
After discussion the motion to accept the dues structure change was made. 
The motion passed by standing vote. 

Reports for infonnation were next given. The first report was from Trinity 
Camp by Director Ashley Culp. Bro. Danny Williams reported on the 
Children's Home, Acts I: 18, International Missions, and th State Meeting 

coming up in November at the Northport Church. Bro. Williams reminded 
each church to let him know ifthey would like to participate in the Missions 
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Conference this year. Also, he reminded each church that the National 
Association will meet in Birmingham in 2022. Each church is asked to 
contribute $600 toward the National Association meeting expense. 

Two more reports were next given. The report of the Deceased Members 
vvas given by Jennifer Crowe of the Piney Grove Church. Also the report of 
the Nominating Committee vvas given . All nominees were approved by voice 
vote. A motion was made to adjourn from business session. Motion carried. 

After the business session concluded. the morning vvorship service began. 
A song vvas led by Frankie Beasley as the congregation sang. The song 
vvas titled ··when We All Get to Heaven." The morning offering was next 
received 'vvith Jonathan Beasley leading the offertory prayer. Special music 
for the service was provided by the Mt. Harmony Church . The message 
was given by Bro. Mickey Crane. pastor of Nevv Oak Grove Free Will 
Baptist Church. Nauvoo. Alabama. His text was taken from Exodus 15 : I. 
Following the message prayer was by the speaker. 

All those present were invited to stay for lunch. The delicious meal was 
prepared by the ladies of Mt. Harmony Church. There were 32 delegates. 
18 ministers. 13 deacons. and 17 visitors who registered for the meeting. 
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GENERAL BOARD/ 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 

The General Board of the Vernon Free Will Baptist Association met on 

Tuesday. August 21.20 18 at the Piney Grove Free Will Baptist Church. Gu in. 
A labama. The meeting was ca lled to order by the Moderator. Bro . David I. 
Crowe. Opening prayer \Nas led by the Association Clerk. Steve Butler. A 
devotion was next given by the Moderator to begin the meeting. Handouts 
covering the agenda for the meeting and other information for those present 
was passed out. 

Selection of speakers for the Fall Meeting were next discussed . Bro . Dan 

Turman of the Springfield Church ""as chosen to speak during the Morning 
Devotion . Bro . Mickey Crane. pastor ofNew Oak Grove Church. Nauvoo. 
Alabama was selected to preach during the Morning Worship Service . Bro . 
Jonathan Miller was appointed to the Children's Home Advisory Board . 

There was discussion concerning a dues increase from the State Associa­
tion. Further discussion was made related to future dues increases. A motion 
was made to change the wording in the Association Constitution to allo"" for 
future dues increases that might come from the State and National Associa­
tions. This motion carried by voice vote . Another motion was made to set the 
dues for the Vernon Association at $20 .00 per church. This motion also 
passed by voice vote. Both motions were made as recommendations to be 

considered at the next meeting of the Association which would be on October 

28.2018 . 
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LISTING OF DE LEGATES BY CHURCH 
201 8 MEETI NGS 

BEAVERTON- Mike Corley 
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BELK- Angie Hill, Jane Hindman, Genine Fowler. Amy Fowler, Savan­
nah Kelly 

COOPER- Zac Kelly 
DEPRIEST CHAPEL- Mary Wise, Sheila Irvin, Donna Ling, Ruby 

Easter, Theresa Taggert 
FA VETTE, FIRST- None listed on letter 
FREE WILL CHAPEL- Tim Osberg, Rebecca Osberg 
Ll BERTY- Joyce Doherty, Janie Staggs, Joan Gillihand, Frances Butler, 

Stephanie Butler, Tony Davis 
LOVE JOY - J. R. Coley. Becky Coley. Patsy Puckett 
MT. HARMONY- Phil Wheeler, Kay Callahan 
MT. PLEASANT- None listed on letter 
MT. WILLING- None listed on letter 
NEW CENTER POINT- Doug Puckett, Lena Puckett, Sheila Rasberry, 

Sarah Arnold. Ruth Vann 
PINEY GROVE- Jennifer Crowe, Lucy Cox, Jackie Atkinson 
SPRINGFIELD- Burma Jordan. Judy Merchant, Jimmy McDaniel 
SULLIGENT FIRST- Bob Carter, Sandra Carter, Sammy Merchant, Jr., 

Christy Merchant Grace Turman, Viola Lowe 
TAYLOR SPRINGS- None listed on letter 
UNION CHAPEL- Dean Maddox. Cathy Taylor, Ruby Graham 
VERNON FIRST -None listed on letter 
VICTORY- None listed on letter 
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GENERAL BOARD MEMBERS BY C HURC H 

20 18-20 19 

BEAVERTON Tommy Bridges 
60349 Sipsey-Detroit Road 
Greenwood Springs. MS 38848 
662-315-490 I 

BELK None listed on letter 

COOPER Mike Kelly 
150 Cooper Church Road 
Detroit. Alabama 35552 
205--D 1-63 72 

DEPRIEST CHAPEL Jim Northington. 

FAYETTE 

P. 0 . Box 193 
Gattman. Mississippi 38844 
662-3 15-9274 

Adrian ottonson 
140813thSt. W 
Fayette. Alabama 35555 
205-412-4550 

FREE WILL CHAPEL DavidGunnels 
P. 0 . Box 145 

LIBERTY 

LOVEJOY 

MT. HARMONY 

MT. PLEASANT 

MT. WILLI G 

Vernon. Alabama 35592 
205-712-1388 

Leonard Corbett 
91 Oakes Chapel Drive 
Vernon. Alabama 35592 
205-695-93 I I 

Guary Taylor 
3778 Co. Rd. I 0 
Guin, Alabama 35563 
205-495-6343 

Phil Wheeler 
42373 Hwy. 17 
Vernon. Alabama 35592 
205-695-9870 

one I is ted on letter 

None listed on letter 
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NEW CE TER POI T Wade Vann 

PINEY GROVE 

SPRI GFIELD 

SULLIGENT 

TAYLOR SPRINGS 

UNION CHAPEL 

VERNON 

187 Waterworks Rd . 
Sulligent, Alabama 3 5 586 
205-712-061 I 
205-712-8352 

Tommie Robettson 
2212 Co. Hw) . 39 
Guin. Alabama 35563 
205--+68-25 75. 

Jimmy McDaniel 
6-+5 Buck Run Road 
Vernon. Alabama 35592 
205-695-962-t 

Sammy Merchant 
P. 0. Box 776 
Sulligent. Alabama 35 586 
No number listed 

Mitchell Puckett 
58840 H\\)' 17 
Sulligent. AL 35586 
205-698-9160 
Dean Maddox 
-+330 Co. Rd .. 38 W. 
Fayette. Alabama 35555 
205-270-93 70 

Zadus Turner. Jr. 
P. 0 . Box 417 
Vernon. Alabama 35592 
205-695-6250 

VICTORY one listed on letter 
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The following churches will need to elect a new board member to serve 
a two (2) yearterm on the General Board of the Vernon Association and send 
them to the next annual session of the association . 

Beaverton 

Belk 

Cooper 

Depriest Chapel 

Fayette 

Free Will Chapel 

Liberty 

LoveJoy 

Mt. Harmony 

Mt. Pleasant 
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DECEASED MEMBERS/OBITUARY COMMITTEE REPORT 

We. the Deceased Members/Obituary Committee. \vish to report that 
26 members of our churche went to be with the Lord this past year. 
Their names are as follows and listed belo\v. 

Psalm I 16: 15 says "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints ... We \vould lih.e to ask e\eryone to stand in a moment of silence to 
remember those who have gone on before us and the testimony they have 
left behind. We would like to request that Bro. Lamar Cox lead us in prayer 
as we celebrate the memory of those deceased . 

This report is respectfully submitted b) the committee. 

BEAVERTO 

BELK 

COOPER 

DEPRIEST CHAPEL 

FAYETTE 

FREE WILL CHAPEL 

LIBERTY 

LOVEJOY 

MT. HARMONY 

MT. PLEASANT 

MT. WILLING 

Jennifer Crowe. Chair 
Theresa Taggart 
Holly Hobbs 

one listed 

I. J. Britnell 
Henry Morrison 
Iva Powell 

None listed 

one listed 

Rev. M. H. Hollis 
Dot Smith 

Georgia Lee Hall 
Lia Alexander 
Margaret Davis 
Jimmy Lou Barnes 

Carlette Strip I ing 

Willey Sorrells 
Thomas Northington 

Caro lyn Price 
Faye Salter 
David Welch. Jr. 

None listed 

Audra Flynn 
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EW CE TER POINT None li sted 

PI EY GROVE G loc us Porter 
Earline (Richie) Gu in 
Violet Atkinson 
Des irae Guin 
Randy Bobo 
Jev.e l Reese 
Cindy Nichols 

SP RI NGF IELD None li sted 

SULLIGENT one li sted 

lAY LO R SP RI NGS None listed 

LIN ION CHAPEL None li sted 

VE RNON Lynn McDani el 

VICTO RY Frances Dodd 
Elizabeth Dilley 
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DIGEST COMMITTEE REPORT 
The Digest Committee wishes to make the fo ll ovving report : 

Number of Churches repotting .. . ... .. .... .. . ..... . . . .... .. 19 
Churches Rural . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Churches (C ity/Town) ......... . .. ......... . . ... .. .... 4 

Pastors Full Time ............... ... . . ... . . .. .. . . ... ... .. 1:2 
Bi-vocational . . .. .. ....... . . . ... . .. ...... . . .... .. .. 5 

Ordained Ministers ..... .. .......................... . . . . . :21 
Licensed Ministers ..... . .................. . ............. II 
Ordained Deacons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Sunday School/Enrollment ..... ..... .................... . 628 
CTS/Enrol lment .... . .... . ............. . . . .... . . .. .... .. 53 
WNAC/Enrollment . .. .... .. ... .. ........... . ........ . ... 19 
Masters Men/Enrol lment ... .. . ..... . . . ..... ...... .. . .. ... 40 
Churches with : 

Daycare .. .... .. ................ . ....... . ..... . .. :2 
Kindergarten .... .. .... . ......... . ...... . ........ . 
Day School . .... . .. .. .. . ........ . . . ... . .. . ........ 1 

Churches Having a Budget . . . . ... .. . . . .... .. .. . . ...... . ... 4 
Tithes and Offerings (8 churches reporting) . . . . $646.645 .58 

Churches Having a Parsonage . .. .. .. . . . .. .... . . . .. . .. ... . . . 5 
Property Value ...... . ... ... .. .. . .... .... $2.706.600.00 

Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1893 
Members Added . . ............ . .. ... ... . ..... .. .. .. . ... . 6:2 
Members Lost (death. transfer. etc .) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
Members Deceased . .. . .. ........ .. .... .. .. .. ... . .. . .... 26 
Total Baptisms .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . .... .. .... ........ . 36 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Digest Committee 
Bro. Gary Sorrells. Chairman 
Bro. Donald Puckett 
Bro. Johnny Quinn 
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Projected Income: 

VERNON ASSOCIATION 
Board of Christian Educa tion 

Budget 

Fees Received from Competition Entries 

Total Income 
Projected Expenses 

Printing t l .:ttcr,_ l"m.:lop" .Judge' \heel\ . \..:hcdulcs ' 'b llJi 

:'\Jailing Expenses (postage) 
A>,ard Certificates 
Fees to State CE Board 

Total E:~.penses 
Total 

"it,l\l' C! Hn . .uJ \\dl ()'\ [ '1 ll'U.'l\t' IL't''> !ill l'lltllt."'> thJI \\Ill .. 11 Jl',IIH,:t .mJ rnn\1,,' <'11 tn -..,lcltC 

\'ERNON FREEWILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
Board of Christian Education 

Financial Report 
09-01-1 7 through 08-31-18 

Beginning Balance: 

Funds Received : 

Ex penses Disbursements 
Expenses 

Ending Balance 

Total Funds 

$3.000.00 

$3,000.00 

$ -tOO 
$ 10.00 
$ 30.00 
$2.800.00 

$2,8H.OO 
$ 156.00 

$3-' 1.59 

.00 

$3 -' 1.59 

.00 

13 
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VERNON FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PROPOSED BUDGET 2018-2019 

PROJECTED INCOME: 
Church Fees Co ll ected 
Offe rings 
Chri sti an Educati on Board 

1\11 isce ll aneous 

ESTIMATED RE\'ENliE 

PROJECTED EXPENSES 
Alabama State Associati on Dues 
Postage Office Suppl ies 
Pri nting Supplies 
Ho norariums Salaries 
State Chris ti an Educati on Board 
Misce ll aneo us 

TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENSES 

ESTIMATED ENDING BALANCE 

$4,000.00 
$ 750.00 
$ 1.500.00 
$ 250.00 

$6,500.00 

$3.600.00 
s 250.00 
s 600.00 
s .100.00 
$1.500.00 
$ 200.00 

$ 6 , ~50 . 00 

s 50 .00 

VERNON ASSOCIATION OF FREEWILL BAPTIST S 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

09-01-1 7 through 08-31-18 

BEGINNING BALANCE: 
Funds Rece ived: 
Dues From Churches 
Spring Offering 
Fall Meeting Offe ring 

TOTAL FUNDS: 

EXPENSES: 
Salaries fo r Offi cers 
Alabama State Assoc iation Dues 
No rth Ameri can Ministri es 
Pos tage 
Printing Suppli es 
Bank Charges 

ENDING BALANCE 

$3.950.00 
15 1.00 
16 1.00 

$ 200.00 

$3.5 15.00 
$ 500.00 
$ 234.5 1 
$ 55 1.1 5 
$ 36.00 

$ 1~18.09 

$-l.262.00 

55,680.09 

$5.036.66 

S 6~3A3 
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF PRESENT MINISTERS 

Rev. Howard McNeal 
P. 0. Box 8 
Eldridge. Alabama 35554-0008 
205-557-0333 386-965-0 I 13 

Rev. Barry Kelly 
1326 Columbus St. W 
Fayette. AL 35555 
256-412-6355 

Rev . Devin Henr: 
150 Cooper Church Rd . 
Detroit. AL 35552 205-412-6355 
205-921-2128 

Rev. Don Taggart 
P. 0. Box 159 
Vernon. AL 35592 
205-712-6158 

Rev . Adrian Nottonson 
1408 13th Street NW 
Fayette. AL 35555 
205-412-4550 

Rev . Arnold Sheets. 
5187 Buck Jackson Road 
Sui I igent. A Ia bam a 35586. 
256-460-2540 

Rev. Kevin Sudduth. 
291 Crossville Loop 
Vernon, AL 35592 
205-712-2945 

Rev . Edvvard Puckett 
61811 Hwy 17 
Sulligent. AL 35586 
205-698-0336 

Rev . Danny Thompson 
5270 Cody Rd. 
Kennedy. AL 35574 
205-712-2223 (C) 

Rev . Willard Pless 
4281 Hwy 18 
Vernon. AL 35592 
205-695-9267 

15 
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Rev. Donald Kivette 
I 1457 Co . Hwy 42 
Guin. AL 35563 
205-468-2206 (H) 205-412-8430 (C) 

Rev. David I. Crowe 
2527 State Hwy. 25 3 
Guin. AL 35563 
205-698-8485 205-412-5448 

Rev. Dan Turman 
I 7281 Mormon Road 

onhpon. AL 35475 
205-861-5075 

Rev . Manhev. Paul 
520 I Hwy 278 
Sulligent. AL 35586 
205-698-8177 295-412-1877 (C) 

Rev. Edwin Brewer 
10912 Co. Hwy 13 
Vina. AL 35593 
205-921-2967 

Rev . Jim Mar1in 
3411 Hwy. 96 
Fayette. AL 35555 
205-442-7040 

Rev . Joe Beckon 
221 6th Street N E 
Vernon. AL 35592 
205-695-9730 205-712-0571 (C) 

Rev. AI Hamm 
806 Belmont Dr. 
Columbus. MS 39702 
662-549-0035 

Rev. Bill R. Smith 
P. 0 . Box 631 
Fayette, Alabama 35555 
205-303 -0093 

Rev. James Walden 
90 Generations of Vernon 
Vernon, AL 35592 
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Rev. Dale Stafford 
60421 Parham Store Rd 
Smithville. MS 39970 

Rev. Mike Corley 
P. 0. Bo:x 4 
Guin. AL 35563 

Rev. Lamar Co:x 
P. 0. Bo' 446 
Fa:ene. AL 35555 

LICENSED Ml ISTERS 

Bro. Sam House 
520 House Road 
Millport. AL 35576 

Bro. rim Osberg 
81 Crutchfield Road 
Sulligent. AL 35586 

Bro. J. C. Crawford 
2269 Stem bridge Rd . 
Millport. AL 35576 

Bro. And) Verb) 
P. 0. Bo:x 31 
Belk. AL 35545 

Bro. Adam Taggart 
P. 0 . Bo:x 159 
Vernon. AL 35592 

Bro. Jonathan Miller 
P. 0. Bo:x 4 
Guin. AL 35563 

Bro. Luke Blaylock 
50218 Splunge Rd . 
Greenwood Springs. MS 38848 

Bro. Ben Hobbs 
221 4th St. NW 
Vernon. AL 35592 

17 
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LIST OF DEACONS BY CH URCH 

BEAVERTON 

BELK 

COOPER 

DEPRIESTCHAPEL 

FAYETTE 

FREEWILLCHAPEL 

LIBERTY 

LOVEJOY 

MT.HARMONY 

MT. PLEASANT 

MT. WILLING 

NEW CENTERPOINT 

PINEY GROVE 

SPRINGFIELD 

SULLIGENT FIRST 

TAYLOR SPRINGS 

UN ION CHAPEL 

VERNON 

VICTORY 

Fred Barnes 

Lewis Hindman 
Edward (Buddy) House 

Edward Finch 
Mike Kell) 

Gene Wise 

Mike Kimbrell 

Johnny Quinn 
Daniel Franks 

Wayne Dubose 
Leonard Corbett 
Matt Gallop 

Guary Taylor 
Scott) Tucker 

Frankie Beasley 
Rick Owens 

None listed 

None listed 

Bobb) Puckett 
Jerry Rasberry 
Keith Blair 

Tommie Robertson 

Tommie Rushing 
Chris Jones 

Jessie Barnes. Jr. 
Wi llard Lovelady 
Richard Jaggers 

None listed 

Benny Hardy 

Zadus Turner. Jr. 
Demus Shelnut 

Jim HaiTell 

Bobby Dykes 

David Fowler 

Dr. Fred Yerb) 

Dwight Lamb 
Bobbie Ha)"eS 

T. J. Johnson 

Edsel Gideon 

Wa)ne Sorrells 
Ton)" Perkins 
Steve Butler 

Gary Sorrells 
Clayton Barnes 

L. C. Steedle)" 

Kenn) Ford 
Wade Vann 
Donald Puckett 

Danny Atkinson 

Jimmy McDaniel 

Sammy Merchant. Jr. 
Ken Kerr 

Calvin Jones 

Mike Freeman 
Aaron Black 

Ron Musgrove 
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NAMESOFDECEASEDMlNlSTERS 

Rev . J. W. Springfield. Rev. W. B. Taylor. Rev. W. R. Turman. Rev . Tom 
Butler. Rev. J. R. Roberson. Rev . M. D. McGee. Rev. J. R. Baker. Rev. W. 
D. Crawley. Rev . A. J. Brown. Rev. S. M. Perkins. Rev. T. Ci. Harri son. 
Rev . D. G. W. Holli s. Rev. J. W. Porter. Rev . T. M. Lollar. Rev. C. A. 
Chaffin. Rev . J. A. Isbell. Rev . G. B. Taylor. Rev . J. A. Tate. Rev . E. A. 
Palmer. Rev . M. E. Carpenter. Rev . T. J. Adair. Rev . J. Barnes. Rev . K. V. 
Shutes. Rev . B. J. Tittle. Rev . M. L. Holli s. Rev. E. W. Graves. Rev . S. F. 
Lee. Rev . W. II. Clearman. Rev . Roy Barnes. Rev . Fran h. Collins. Rev . 
William D. Glasgow. Rev . James Doherty. Rev . T. C. Barnes. Rev. Delmus 
Miller. Rev . Malone Cobb. Rev . C. C. Berryhill. Rev . Lloyd George. Rev . 
James C. Newell. Rev. Darrell J. Burkett. Rev. Randy Wright. Rev . Albert 
Staggs. Rev . Fred Graham. Rev . M. H. (Hank) Holli s 

NAMES OF DECEASED DEACONS 

Brothers L. A. Crowder. S. Y. Shelton. J. H. Co le. Lee Mi\.on. J. S. 
Crossley . J.D. Shelnut. Earnest Robertson. D. L. Markham. J. L. McNease. 
Joghnny Williams. Johnny Collins. Dewitt Williams. J. G. Adair. Cullen 
Collins. John D. Moore. Sr.. R. D. Franks. Hoytt Chaffin. Dempsey Langley. 
S. L. Cash. C. V. Hollis. M. E. Hollis. Raymond Gray. Arnold Hester. H. E. 
McDonald. Henry Harrison. Henry Perkins. Roy Gilreath, Jack McDonald. 
Belton Nelson. Clarence Birmingham. Carlos Bradford. Charlie Elliott. 
Emmit ShelnuUunie Harper. Lloyd Turner. Johnny OPike. JeffMcDonald. 
Carlos Roberts. Redden Mixon. David Barton. Odis Robertson. Obie Haney. 
Arlie Roberts. Richard Mansell. Haley Wright. Earl McDonald. Aubrey HaiL 
J. M. Chaffin. Titus Barnes. Olen Wheeler, Erbie Robet1son. Elzie Guin. 
Dewey Jordan, Quinton Boyett. Charles Crosby, Gordie Rye, Kelly Easter. 
Coy Robertson. Emmitt Lee, Roy Ashby. Oveat Graham . Sam Glasgovv, L. 
D. HaiL Coy Johnson. Paul Jordan. P. E. Maddox. Albert Christian, Edgar 
Stanford Cooper. Pascal Yerby. James Maddox. Willie Gene Perkins. Eris 
W i I son. Edgar Turner. Paul Shelnut, Lamon Duck worth. Raphael Yerby 
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C REDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 

We Credentials Co mmittee offer the fo llowing items for information: 

Item I - We have accepted. as ministers in good standing, based on letters 
of good standing from their previous associations. the following men: 

I. Jim Martin. Pastor of Union Chapel FWBC 

2. Edwin Brewer. Pastor of Ta)' lor Springs, FWBC 

3. Ben Hobbs. Youth Pastor of Mt. Harmony FWBC 

Item 3 - For information only: We encourage all churches whose pastor 
has not been officially received into the Association as a minister in 
good standing to please submit that request to our clerk so that they 
can be recognized as such. And churches. please let the Credentials 
Committee kno'v\ if there is a change in status of a pastor in your 
church so that we can better serve the Association in the way that 
""e handle matters in the future. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bro. Joe Beckon, Chairman 
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TRINITY CAMP REPORT 
ASH L EY CU LP, DIR ECTO R 

I NFO RMATION FO R 

CELEBRATING Sli MMEROF20 18 

Summ er of:?.O 18 proved to be a great year for us at Tri nity Camp. Lifetime 
commi tments, memories & fr iendshi ps were made throughout the summer 
m onth s. The camp was in operation fo r nine consecutive \veeks. and we are 
already booki ng camps for 20 19. Our staff members did a great job -;er\ ing 
the Lord. and using their ta lents for His glol)'' Staff members \\ere : 

• Macy Webb. Piney Grove FWB Chu rc h 

• Josh Co:-... Forestda le FWB Church 

• Emm a Cul p, Mt. Oli ve FWB Church 

• Ca leb Gri ffey. From Emmett Michi gan 

Sa lva tion Dec isions 30 

Ca lled To Preach 4 

Commitment to Miss ions 
, 
.) 

Rededi cation & Persona l Dec isions Countless 

A Note From The Director 

Thank you for allow ing me the pri vilege of servin g as the Director of 
Trinity Camp. In my opinion, I have the greatest job on earth . It has been a 
great honor for me to have a part in thi s min is try. This week I began preparing 
for my 19th season, and I couldn 't be more exc ited. God has richly blessed 
Trinity Camp through the years, and each year I look back and rea li ze j ust 
how blessed we are. At the age of 12, I bega n attending summ er camp. and 
I have not mi ssed a year in thirty-two years. God uses camp ministry, and 
through it many life changing commitments are made in the li ves of young 
people. Thank you for your prayer . labor, and financial support that promote 
thi s great Mini stry. To God be the glory! 
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Junior Week I 

Junior Week 2 

Teen Week I 

Teen Week 2 

Planning for Summer of20 19 

JuneJ-7.2-19 

June 17-21.2019 

June 24-28 

July8-12 

25 

Bro. Ryan Taylor 

Bro. Ben Campbe ll 

Bro. Tim York 

Bro. Jacob Frady 

Renovations & Plans For 20 19 

We have lots of plans forth is off season. and >ve need your help! It is our 

goal to have both dorm bathrooms renovated before we welcome our 2019 

campers . This is a big project for us. and we are anxious to get started . We 

are calling this project Dollars for Dorms. lfyour church has not received 

their packet - see Bro. Ashley today. These renovations will include 

windows. painting. flooring. and several other improvements. Partner with us 

in keeping this Min is try looking great for our youth! 
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ALABAM A ST AT E ASSOC IATION EX ECUTI VE O FFICE 

To the Vernon Association. 

I send m) greetings and prayers to the pastors and people who comprise the 
churches or your association. Trust God is working in your midst and that you 
ex perience a year of growth in 2018. 

Allow me to mention a few things as updates of our state ministries: 

I. Our Children's Home is doing well. There are present I: 26 children 
in residence . The To: Run and Benefit Ride in December set amazing. 
ne\\ records: number of motorc:cles (800- ). number of people 
present 0000 ). and total contributions ($1 09.400). Pra) for our house 
parents requesting qrength and wisdom. Pray for our children 
asking the Lord to speak into their lives. An Open lf ouse and 
Dedication w iII beheld for the renovated Thoro good House on Jul) 
14. 

1 We have two state mission s projects . Bro . Jerry Smith and Dalton 
Molloy are leading the revitalization effort at Eastside FWB Chu rch 
in Dothan . Attendance is growing and there is a good spirit in the 
se rvices . Four have made salvation decisions s ince January. Bro . 
Joel Franks and B. J. Eaton have moved to Athens. ALto plant a FWB 
church in the Huntsv ille metropolitan area. The:;. are focusing on 
meeting people and building a launch team . They recent!:;. had a 
home Bible study with four couples present. They have located a 
building to lease . They hope to begin having introductory se rvices 
in late April or early May. 

3. The annual Mid-South Bible Conference will be April25-27 at the 
Hamilton FWB Church. Our guest speakers'' ill be Gene William s 
and Christian Powell. Both of these men pastor in eastern orth 
Carol ina and are well known for their solid and passionate preaching 
of God's Word. Special music will be presented by Redeemed and 
Jacob Robertson . See the Digest for more information . 

4. This past year's Acts I: 18 giving tota led $521.000.1! was shortofour 
goal. but very c lose to the previous year. Thank you for the $ 107 .905 
whic h was donated by 13 oryour Assoc iation's churches ($13.000 
more than 20 16). You helped ministries from Alabama to Russia . 

To express it in other terms the Vernon Association funded Acts I : 18 
for69 days in 2017' 

THA K YOU! 
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For the first two months of 2018 your association's giving to Acts 
I : 18 is dov>n by about $5,000. Please do not allow that trend to 
continue. Work together and make 2018 a bigger and better year. 

5. Please remember the following events: 

April I-I 

April25-27 

April28 

April29 

Ma\ 5 

Ministr) Excellence Training, Carol wood FWB 

Mid-South Bible Conference at Hamilton FWB 

A WA C. Sulphur Springs FWB 

International Missions WMO(World Missions Offering) 

Youth Compet ition at Red Bay FWB 

I vvou ld appreciate 1 our prayers as I serve in this role . Please contact me i r I can 
be of ass istance . 

Committed to the Cause, 

Danny William s 
Director 
State Executive Office 
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PROCED URE FOR SELECTING 
MEETING SITES FOR TI-lE SPRING, 

FALL, ANDTHANKSGIVING SERVICES 
Folio\\ ing the 2013 annual V..:rnon Association l" hanksgi\ ing Sen icc. th..: !"olio\\ ing plan 

\\ill be implemented l"or hosting ,\ ssociationalmeetings in the l"uture that include the Sp ring. 
Fall. and annual l"hanksgi\ ing sen icc. 

I. Churches \\ill be chosen based Oil the alphabetical listing in the minutes or the 
Association . 

2. 1-.ach church has the pri\ ileg..: to accept. defer. or decline hosting a me..:ting oi"the Vern on 
,\ssociation . 

3. I he :\ ssociation Clerk\\ iII contact the pastor or an ol"licial r..:presentati \ e ol"the church 
bei"on.: the end or Decem her each :car to con linn\\ hether or not a church\\ ishc> to host .t 

meeting. 
-l . .- \n: church ma: r..:quest at an: time an opportunit: to host an .\ -;,ociationalmeeting. 

I hi > request should he noted on the annual letter to the .· \S>ociation . 
5. I he host church or a meeting has the option to prm ide rci"n:shm..:nt> or a meal at the 

,\nnual rhanbgi\ lllg 'len ic..: . 
6. Churches are asked to pnn ide a lunch l"or the Spring and Fall meetings ol"th..: ,\ ssociation . 
7. rhe host church I(Jrthe Spring and Fall meetings an: asl....:d to pnn ide aM ini-;ter oi"Music 

and Special Music !"or the SCI"\ icc. I he church should contact the moderator il" th1 s IS not 
possihil.: . 

FREEWILL BAPTIST 
CHURCI-1 COV ENANT 

!Ia\ ing gi\ en ourseh ..:s to C iod. h: faith in ksus Christ. and adopted the Word oi"(jod as 
our rule or l ~1ith and practice. \\C nO\\ gi\..: ours..:h cs to one another h: the\\ ill oi"Ciod in this 
so i<.:mn ccn enant. 

We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all thin gs, to avoid all appearance 
of evil , to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity to th e world, from 
all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicatin g beverages, and to prov id e thin gs honest 
in the sight of all men . 

We agree faith l"ull: to discharge our obi igations in reli.:r..:nc..: to stud: oi"th..: Scriptun.:s. secret 
pra:er. t~unil) de\otions. and social \\orship. and b: s..:lt~d..:nial. l"aith. and good \\urk s 
endca\ or to gro\\ in grace and in the knm\ kdgc ol" our Lord and Sa\ iour Jesus Christ. 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for church conferences, 
public worship, and the observance of the ordinances of the gospel, nor fail to pay 
according to our ability for the support of the church , of its poor, and all its benevolent 
work. 

W c agree to accept Chri stian admonit ion and rcprool"\\ ith mcekn..:ss. and to\\ atch O\ er one 
another in love. endeavori ng to ··keep the unit) o!"the Sp ir it". in the bonds ol"peace.to be careful 
to one another's happiness and reputation. and sc.:k to str.:ngth..:n tho: 1\<.:ak. encourage the 
arllictcd. ad monish the erring. and as l"ar as \I e arc: abk. promote the success ul"the church and 
of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and Chr is tian obligations and 
enterprises supreme; counting it our chief business in life to extend th e influence of 
Christ in society; constantly praying and toiling that the Kingdom of God may come, 
and His will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 

l"o th is <:nd \\C agree to labor fo r the promotion of <:ducational and denominational 
enterprises. the support ol" missions. tho: success ol" Sunda: schoo ls. and .::1 angel istic efforts 
f"o r the sah at ion ol" the \I or ld. 

And may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE VERNON 
FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

AR II( u : 0' 1::- N.\ \I E \:\0 Pt RPOSE 

Section 1- Name: 

29 

The association shall be known as the Vernon Free Will Baptist Association 
of Alabama. 
Sect ion II - Purpose: 

This bod~ shall be composed of minister . deacons. and delegates from the 
different ch urches that form this association. This bod) shall be considered an 
advisory council having no authorit) over the internal affairs of the local church . 
fhe association is organized lor charitable. religious. and educational purposes 
'' ithin the meaning of Section 50 I C ( 3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or 
the corresponding provision of any future United States Revenue Law). including. 
but not limited to. tor such purposes. the estab li sh ing and maintaining religious 
v>orship. the building. maintaining. and operating of churches. parsonages. 
schools. chapels. radio station s. television stat ions. rescue missions. print shops. 
day -care centers. camps. and nursing homes. 

ARn< u : T\\0- ARII< u .!-1 oF F\lrtl "o CHt R< 11 Cm E'- ."1 

Section I - Treatise 
This association accepts the Bible. the inspired Word or God as its so le 

authority in matters of faith and practice. The association further subscribes to the 
Treatise of Faith and Practice of the Original Free Will Baptist Ch urch as adopted 

ovember 7. 1935 by the National Association of Free Will Baptists and an) 
revisions thereafte r. 
Section II -Covenant 

The assoc iation has adopted the Free Will Baptist Ch urch Covenant of the 
National Association of Free Will Baptists as a guide for principals of Christian 
conduct concerning its members. 

ARTICLE THREE- M E\IBERSHIP 

Section I- Petition for Membership 
A ch urch may present a request for membership to the Executive Committee 

of the Vernon Association. The request will be reviewed by the Execut ive and/or 
the Credentials Committee. and a recommendation wi ll be made to the body of the 
assoc iation for approval. 
Section II- Privileges of Member Churches 

Each church has full power to vote on all questions that come before the 
assoc iation. Each church is enti tl ed to three (3) delegates for the first fift) (50) 
members and one (I) additional delegate for each twenty-fi ve (25) members or 
fraction thereof. in addit ion to mini sters and deacons. 
Section Ill- Duties of Member Churches 

Churches wishing to become a member of this association must adopt The Free 
Will Baptist Art icles of Faith and Church Covenant and conform to its usage. 
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Section IV - Disciplin e of a C hurch 
The Credentials Committee will investigate any church that fai Is to adhere to the 

Treatise and Practice of Free Will Bapti ts and the Free Will Baptist Church Covenant. 
This will be reported to the association. The association will take whatever action it 
deems necessary . 

Section V 
We agree as churches of the association to use our best intluence to promote 

the interest of all moral and benevolent in titutions such as Temperance cause. 
Sunday School. m is s ionar~ work. etc. 

Section V I 
This association shall in all cases in the transaction of all busine~s brought 

before it. be governed b) a majorit) of all delegates present . 

ARttt u . Fm R- Ft' ''t E~ 
Section I 

Each member church shall rem it annually to the clerk of the Vernon Association. 
in total. the representation fees for the National Association of Free Will Baptists. 
the A Ia bam a State Association of Free Wi II Baptists. and the Vernon Association 
of Free Wi II Bapti sts in the amounts approved by each of the associations . 

Any member church in the Vernon As ociation will not be allowed representation 
at the Alabama State Association meeting i fit has not paid its dues and therefore wi II 
not be li sted in the National Association Director) . 

Section II 
The moderator shall receive $50.00. the assistant moderator. $25.00. the clerk. 

$75.00. and the assistant clerk. $50.00 per year for their services. 

ARTICLE Ftn: - OFFICE RS 

Section I 
The officers of the association shall be the moderator. assistant moderator. clerk­

treasurer. and assistant clerk-treasurer. who shall be chosen at the annual sess ion 
by majority vote of the delegates present. 

Section II 
The outgoing clerk will be responsible for the printing and distribution of the 

minutes. The clerk will distribute them inures to the churches within 90 days afterthe 
annual session. 

Section Ill 
No memberofthe association shall be eligible to serve as moderator form ore than 

two consecutive sessions unless no other member be competent to serve in that 
capacity. 

Section I V 
No member of the association shall be eligible to serve as moderator of the 

association unt i I he has been a member of this association for at least two (2)) ears. 
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Sect ion V 
The moderator shall serve as the General Board Member from the Vernon 

Assoc iation to the State Association. 

ARm I.E St:\- M u :n:-.<;s 

Section I 
The assoc iat ion shall meet sem i a nnu a ll ~ \\ ith the meetings be ing on Saturday 

before the th ird Sunda) in March and Saturday before th e third Sunday in October 
each 'ear. 
Section I I 

The meeting in March " ill be a \\Orshi p and fe ll owship meeting with a tim e set 
aside to handle any necessary busi ness. and the October meeting being our annu al 
business meeting of the association and shall not adjourn unt il all bu iness matters 
be transacted . 
Section Il l 

fhe Vernon Free Will Bapti st Assoc iati on year shall beg in on th e fi rst day of 
September and end the last day of August each ;ear. 

ARTI< 1 E Sn E'-- Co\J\trnEES 
Section 1-CredentialsCom mittee 

A. The moderator shall appoi nt a Credentials Committee consisting of 
five (5) persons"' ith the senior member in point of service be ing 
rep laced each year. 

B. It shall be the responsibili ty ofthis committee to examine all 
members to become a part of thi s body either by ordination or letter. 

C. An) item of business pertaining to ministers or the conduct of 
members must originate with this committee. 

D. The comm ittee shall consist ofthree (3) ministers and two (2) 
lay men. 

E The Credentials Committee shall recommend the granting or rejection 
of a card of good standing fo r a minister. 
( I ) If a minister misses one association meeting, unless 

providentiall y hindered, he will not be given a card of good 
standing. 

(2) The final decision to be made by the body. 
F. The Credentials Committee, in a specia l called session, sha ll have the 

auth ority to grant letters to ministers leaving our association, 
prov ided they are a member of a church in this association, and 
reporting this action to the annual meeting. 

G The ordaining of ministers shall be the work of the Credentials 
Committee. 

H. The time and place of the ordaining se rvice is to be determined by the 
Credentials Committee and the candidate to be ordained. 
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Section II - Executive Committee 
A. The Association shall have an Executive Committee consisting of the 

moderator. assistant moderator. clerk. assistant clerk. and five (5) 

members from the General Board. 
B. The Executive Committee shall secure a speaker for the II :00 A.M . 

message and plan the program for each session of the association . 

Section Ill - Genera l Boa rd 
A. The Association shall have a General Board which shall con5ist or 

the moderator. assistant moderator. clerk. and assi stant clerk along 
with one person from each ~:hurch . 

B. Each person from the local church shall serve t\\ o ( 2) ) ears. \v ith one­
half being elected each :ear a specilied in the printed minutes. 

C. When thi s association is not in session thi s board shall have power 
to act a5 a bod) . but such action must be reported to the association . 

D. The General Board of the association shall have the authorit] to 
authorize the Credentials Committee to ordain ministers between 
sessions of the association . 

Section IV -Committees 
A. The moderator shall appoint all Committees required for the Annual 

Meeting of the Association 
B. A II committees are to consist of from three (3) to five ( 5) members. 

Section V- No minat ingComm ittee 
A. The moderator shall appoint a Nominating Committee for each 

annual session ofthe association . The committee will consist of three 
(3)people. 

B. The Nominating Committee wi II submit one (I) name for each 
vacancy to be fi lied . 

C. Nominations will still be permined from the tloor. 

A RTICLE E tc m - Lt CE '\SI '\ G .\ '\D OR o \1'\ 1'\G 

Section 1- Licensing of Ministers 
A. When a church desires one of its members should be licensed or 

ordained to preach the gospel. it will be the responsibility of the local 
church to license the member and later request the association to 
ordain the member. 

B. The exami nation fo r license should refer to piety. doctrine and 
convict ions of the candidate . 

Section II- Ordination ofM inisters 
A. The exam ination for ordination shou ld include all that is required for 

I icense and also the application form in isters approved b) the 
ationa l Association of Free Will Baptists and the Vernon Association 

of Free Will Baptists. 
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B. A minister shall not be licensed. ordained. or accepted into this 
association who has more than one living wife or whose wife has 
more than one living husband. 

C. A minister shall not be licensed. ordained. or accepted into this 
association who uses tobacco in any form . 

D. A person must have received a ministerial license from a local Free 
Will Baptist Church for a period of one year before becoming a 
candidate to be ordained . 

E When a church recommends a candidate for ordination as a minister 
ofthe Vernon Association of Free Will Baptists. they »ill submit any 
additional information that the Credentials Committee may deem 
necessary for a more thorough evaluation of the candidate. 

F. The recommendation tor ordination must be the result of a regular 
conference of the church where the candidate is a member. 

G Any ordained minister that desires to become a member of this 
association must submit a letter of recommendation from the Free 
Will Baptist Church of which he is a member. 
(I) The request from the church should be submitted to the 

moderator or the chairman of the Credentials Committee a 
month prior to the annual association meeting. 

(2) rhe association clerk will request a letter of good standing 
from the association of which the minister was previously a 
member. 

(3) The minister' s full acceptance into the Vernon Association 
is based upon a favorable letter of good standing. 

H. An ordained minister coming from a denomination other than Free 
Will Baptists : 
(I) Them inister must join a local Free Wi II Baptist Church of 

this association. 
(2) The minister must surrender credentials held from another 

denomination . 
(3) The minister must be recommended by the Credentials 

Committee to the association body to receive Free Will 
Baptist credentials in the Vernon Association. 

I. Any member of this association who shall be guilty of circulating 
reports of any nature or aiding in circulating any report that is untrue 
on a brother minister. that is circulated to injure his mora l reputation 
and religious influences. the same shall be dealt with by this 
association . 
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J. Any minister of this association who is known to be guilty of using 
intoxicating spirits by drinking as a beverage which calculated to destroy 
his influence and usefulness. the same shall be dealt with by the 
association as it may deem proper. according to the teaching of the Bible. 
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K. I fa ministerthat is a member of this association. misses two (2) 
consecutive annual association meetings. unless providentially 
hindered. his name shall be removed from the roll of minister . 

L A minister that has been removed from the roll of ministers of the 
Vernon Association may be reinstated to the roll of ministers. 
pending the approval of the Credentials Committee. 

M. rhe Vernon Association shall purchase a new Bible for those who are 
being ordained and present it to them at the ordination ~ervice as a 
gift from the Vernon Free Will Baptist Association . 

N. A church having licensed a minister for one :ear ma: request that the 
minister be ordained between association meetings if the minister is 
called as a pastor of a church before hi s one : ear of licen ~e ha 
expired. 

0 . /1. minister desiring to be ordained must be called to a current min istr: 
position before he can be ordained . 

P. No minister. whether licensed or ordained. of an: church in the Vernon 
Association shall officiate or otherwise participate in an: same-se' union 
or wedding ceremony . 

ARTI{ u : N 1"\t. - A \IE:\0\JE'I;T~ 

Section I 

This constitution ma: be amended or altered at any regular sess ion of the 
Vernon Association by a two-thirds vote ofmembers present. provided the proposed 
amendment be presented in writing to the body and shall lie on the table after having 
been introduced to the body before the morning break in session and shall be 
removed from the table after the morning break in session for consideration b: the 
body present. 

BY-LAWS 

I. This association shall be called to order and presided over by the 
orticers elected at the last session . 

II. All ministers must register at the annual association meeting and their 
names will be printed in the minutes. 

Ill. The moderator shall not be entitled to vote except in the case of a tie 
and then he shall cast the deciding vote. He shall be entitled to speak 
on any question. after others have spoken. provided he shall appoint 
someone to the chair while he is speaking. 

IV. Rules of Decorum : 
A. Only one person shall speak at a time and he shall rise and address 

the moderator and after recognition by the moderator shall proceed. 
B. o person shall be interrupted while speaking unless he depart 

from the subject under discussion or use words of personal 
reflection. 
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C. No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice on the same 
subject without permi ss ion of the moderator nor more than five 
minutes. 

D. No person shall laugh or talk during discussion. 
E No delegate shall absent him se lf from the association without 

permission from the moderator. 

V. These By-Laws may be altered or amended at any regular session of 
this assoc iat ion by a two-thirds vote of the members present. 

ARTICLESOFFAITH 
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I. The Bible. The Scripture of the Old and Ne'A Testament were given b~ 
insp iration of God. and are our infallible rule of faith and practice. I Cor. I :21: Man. 
28: 19-20: Rom . I: 16. 

2. God. There is one living and true God. revealed in nature as the Creator. 
Preserver. and Righteous Governor of the universe and in the Scripture as Father. Son 
and Holy Ghost: yet as one God. infinitely wise and good. whom all intelligent 
creatures are supremely to love. adore and obe) . I Cor. 8:6: I sa. ~0 :28. 

3. Christ. Ch ri st is God manifest in the flesh· in His divine nature truly God. in His 
human nature truly man . The mediator between God and man. once crucified. He is 
now ri sen and glori fled and is our present Savior and Lord . I Tim . 2:5-6. He b. 2:9: St. 
John3 :16. 

~.The Holy Spirit. The Scriptures assign to the Holy Spi rit all the attributes ofGod. 
St. John 16:7-8 : Acts 2:45: Eph. 2: I. 

5. The Government ofGod. God exerci ses a wise and benevo lent providence over 
all beings and all things by maintaining the constitution and laws of nature . He also 
perfonns special acts. not otherwise provided. for all the highest welfare of men. Mark 
16:5:Luke24:47: I Tim.2A. 

6. The SinfulnessofMan. Man was created innocent. but by disobedience fell into 
a state of sin and condemnation. His posterity therefore. inherit a fal len nature of such 
tendencies that all who come to years ofaccountabili ty . sin and become guilty before 
God. Gen. 2: 17: Gen . 3: 19. 

7. The Works ofChrist. The Son of God by His incarnation. I ife sufferings. death 
and resurrection effected all a redemption from sin that is full and free and is the 
ground of sa lvation by faith . Acts 3: 19: Matt . 28: 19-20: Eph. 2 :5-I 0. 

8. The Terms of Sa lvation. The conditions of salvation are: I. Repentance or 
si ncere sorrow for sin and hearty renunciation of it. 2. Fai th or unreserved comm irtal 
of one's se lfto Chr ist as Saviour and Lord with purpose to love and obey Him in all 
things. In the exercise of sav ing faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spi rit. freed from 
the denomination of sin. and becomes a ch ild of God. 3. Continuance in faith and 
obedience until death. Luke 13:3: Acts 17 :30: Rom . I 0: I 0. 
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9. Election. God detennined from the beginning to save all who should com pi) "' ith 
the conditions of salvation . Hence by faith in Christ all men become His elect. Matt. 
28 :20: I Cor. I :21 : Man. 25 :31-46. 

I 0. Freedom of Will. The human will is free and self-controlled having po,vert o 
yield to the influence of the truth and the Spirit. or to resist them and peri sh. Titu s 
2nd . Chapter: Rev . 2: I 0-15 

I I. Sa lvation Free. God desires the salvation ofall. the Gospel invites all. the Hoi: 
Spirit strives with all and whosoeverwillma: com e and take oft he water of! i fe free!) . 
Gal. I: 13-14: Rev. 22: 17. 

12. Perseverance. A II believers in Chri ~ t."' ho through grace persevere in hoi ines~ 
to the end of I if e. having promi se of eternal sa lvation. Rom. 5:2 I 

13. Gospe l Ordinances. Bapti sm. or the imm ersion of beli e ver~ in"' ater and the 
Lord ·~ supper are ordinances to be perpetuated under the Gospel. Feet Washing is 
an ordinance teaching humilit) of universa l obligation . and is to be ministered to a ll 

true believers. Acts 8th Chapter: I Tim . 5: I 0: L.u"-e 22:49 . 
14 . Tithing. God commanded tithes and offerings in the Old Testament: Jesus 

Christ endorsed it in the Gospel (Man . 23: 23 ). and the Apostle Paul said . ··u pon 
the first day of the week let ever: one ofyou Ia) b: him in store as God has pro~pered 
him. ·· I. Cor. 16:2 . 

15 . The Lord's Day. The divine Ia>~ requires that one da)- in seven be set apart from 
secular employments and amusements. for rest. worship. holy works. and act i> ities 
and for personal communion with God . Deut. 5:12-14: Heb . 4:4. 

16 . Resurrection , Judgement, and Final Retribution . The Scriptures teach 
the resurrection of all men at the last day. The) that have done good will come forth 
to the resurrection of life. and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of 
damnation: then the wicked will "go away into eternal punishment. but righteous into 
eterna l life ." St. John 5:28-29: II Cor. 5: I 0: I. Cor. 15:23 . 

BY -LAWS FOR THE BOARDOFCHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 

I. NAME: The name of this Board sha ll be "Christ ian Board of Education of the 
Vernon Free Will Baptist Associat ion ". 

2. PURPOSE: This board will be responsible forthe district CTS competition in 
April. and all youth related activ ities within the Vernon Association. 

3. MEMBERS: The Board shall have tive (5) members. with the senior member in 
point of service being replaced each year. Members sha ll consist of two (2) laymen . 
but no more than three (3) laymen, ortwo (2) orda ined ministers but no more than three 
(3) ordained ministers. 

4. MEETINGS: The Board sha ll meet at the Spring Association Meeting of the 
Vernon Assoc iation to plan the district CTS compet ition in April and any pending 
youth activities. Be it resolved that the District CTS competition be held each) ear 
on the second Saturday of April. Be it further resolved that the competition not be 
conducted on Easter weekend. Finally. be it resolved that each church in the 
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association receive a letter from the C. E. Board four weeks pri or to the meeting with 
a ll pertinent in fo rmation. fo rms. etc. 

5. OFFICE RS: The board shall have as offi ce rs a chairman and secretary. both 
elected by the board . The chairm an shall preside over a ll meetings and shall see that 
all jobs are ca rri ed out properly. The secretary shall keep accurate minutes of the 
annual meeting and shall be responsible fo r a ll co rrespondence fo r th e boa rd and 
preside over the annual meeting in the absence of the chairm an. 

6. FINANCES: The fi nances fo r the CE Board will be taken care of by the 
clerk. treasurer of t he association. At the fallmeeting the c Jerk treasurer"' iII present 
a detail ed report of a ll moni es tor the CE Board. along with the annual report to r the 
assoc iat ion. 

ORD EROF BlJSINESSFOR VERNONASSOCIATION 

I. e'A Moderator takes over. 
..., Devotion . 
3. Ca ll to r Digest Committee report and ro ll ca ll of de legates. 
~- Seating of De legates. 
5. Ca ll fo r petiti onar: letters. 
6. Appointment ofCommittee on Comm ittees. 
7. In vi te visit ing breth re n to seat with us . 
8. Committees as fo llows : CredentiaL Digest. Deceased Members. 

Board of Chri sti an Education. Executi ve . 
9. Call for Genera l Board report . 
I 0. Ca ll to rcomm ittee reports. (See comm ittees) 
II . Fina l report of General Board. 
12. Delegates to State Assoc iation. 
13. Corresponding delegates to oth er assoc iations. 

I. 
I 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
II. 

ORDEROFBlJSINESS FORCHlJ RC HCONFERENCE. 

Call to order. 
Ca ll for peace and fellowship. 
Opportun iry for membership. 
In vite visiting brothers and sisters to seat. 
Reading of previous m inures. 
Unfini shed business. 
Appointment of comm ittees. 
Acknowledgments. 
Committee reports. 
New Business. 
Adjournment . 
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APPLICATION FOR MINISTERS 
GENERAL 
Briefly tell of your conversion and give reasons for your assurance of salvation . 
How long have you been a Free Will Baptist'? 
Wh) do you want to be ordained 0 

Give a sh011 account of your call to preach. 
Do) ou meet the qualifications or I Timothy 3: 1-7° 
Do you have a family 0 umber of children 
Have :ou or ;our wife ever been divorced 0 

What is the extent of;our education '1 Elementar; grades 
High School College Other 
What is :our attitude roward intoxicating beverages. tobacco. drug~. or \\Orldl~ 
amusement ~0 

I:XXTRINE 
Do you believe"" ithout reservation that the Bible is the verbal I: inspired. infallible 
Word of God and that it is the only rule of faith and practice'1 

What do you believe about evolution and the Genesis account of Creation° 
What is the gospel 0 

What is salvation ') 
How '-'Ould you proceed to explain the way of salvation to a lost soul 0 

Explain) our views on baptism . 
What is the meaning of the Lord's Supper0 

Should feet washing be observed0 Explain . 
What do you believe about apostasy and the perseverance of the believer'1 

What is the ch urch 0 

Who is eligible for membership0 

How should the church discipline a member0 

HO\\ should the work of the church be financed ') 
What are the duties of a min ister0 

What is the mission ofthe church in the light of Matt. 28:19.20° 

GIVE YOUR I TERPRETATION OFTHEFOLLOWI G DOCTRINES. 
God Atonement 
Deity of Chri st Sanctification 
The Virgin Birth ofChrist Final Judgement 
The Work of the Holy Sp irit Heaven 
Repentance I fell 
Faith Satan 
Justification 
Regeneration 

Second Coming 
Resurrection 
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DENOM INATION 
Who is a Free Will Baptist0 

What is meant b) the term .. free moral agent''') 
Have) ou read the Treatise completely and do) ou subscribe to the doctrines and 
practices that are outlined in it 0 

Is there an: th ing in the treatise that you do not believe or wou ld not teach 0 

If: ou ever changed :our views on an) of these doctri nes what would ) ou do0 

What are the grounds for rei inqu ish ing) our ordination credentials0 

What is the relationship of the local church to the denomination? 

Give three character and three credit references. 

Do: ou solemn I: pledge to earnest!) content fort he faith once delivered to the saints 
and to faith full) uphold the Free Will Baptist doctrines outlined in the Treatise0 
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