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l\UKuTES OF WASHITA ASSOCIATION 

PREAMBLE on CHURCH COXFBREXCR 

1. Song and prayer. 

2. Call church into conference. 

3. Invite visiting brethren and sisters. to seats in 
conference. · · 

4. Reading of minutes of last conference aiitl tak~ 
ing up of ,all unfinished business. 

5. Call· for peace -of church answering hy giving 
right haml of fellowship. 

G. Invitation for members. 

7. ' Is any member sick or in distress. 

8. New business. 

D. :l\Iotion to adjou_rn. 

~------
ORDER O_F BUSINESS 

1. _Readtng letters from the churches. 

2. · Election of officers. 

3. Reception of nc,v · member~. 

4. ]nvitation to. visiting br;etl~ren aird sisteu to 
take seats. 

5. -- Call for correspondence. 

G. Appointments • of committees. 

7. Call for reports of committees. 

8. ::\fiscellaneous business. 

9. Appointments of correspondents. 

10. 'rime and place of holding next session. 

11. Appointmenit of a minister to prcacll tile in­
troductory sermon. 

12. Adjournment of the association. 
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PROCEEDINGS~ 

:Proceedings of the 20th Annual Session of the Washita ;i .----­
A,ssociation ·of the Church of God, Denominated Free Will V ·-_ 
Baptist& convened with Breezy Meadow Church- 12 miles 
north of Cheyenlllc, Oklahoma, on _ 'l'hursday night before 
the first Sunday in September,_ 1921. 

TIIURSDAY NIGIIT SESSION 

_ House was _called _to_ order by moderator after singing 
Revera! good songs by the choir. _Prayer was led by Rev. 
G. W. Nichols· after which we had preaching by Rev. J. W. 
Abbitt and concluded by Rev. J. T. Reel. Had a good in­
~piring· service e1ijoyed.· by all present. 

Adjourned to moet at 9 :00 Friday morning. 

FRIDAY JlORNING SESSlON · 

l\fct as per adjournment. House called ·to order by 
mo(lcraior after singing ':1 few goorl _songs, Prayer was led 
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:\IlNUTES .OF .WASHITA ASSOCIATION 

• by moderator after which the 
a~ted :/ 

/4an for church letters. 
~ follows·: . 

following business was trans-

Received letters and reports 

:J Indian Creek.-By Rev. J. !l'. Reel. 

Urbana.-By Rev. J. W. ·Abbitt. 

Port Church.-By Rev. G. W. Nichols. 

Breezy .ilfeadow.-By Bro. F. M. Davisa:nd Bro. Henry 
Hicks. · · · 

Vicior.-By Bro. A.· L. Gireen. 

The delegates were all seated by giving the right hand · 
of fellowship while singing ~ong, title: "'l'his Is My Story." 

IDLEcTrnN. o·F OFF rnERs . 

-·--
Rev. G. W. Nichols .. ; ............... • ....... Moderator. 

Rev. J. 'l'. Reel. .................... Assistant Moderator. 

Bro. G. W. Wright. .....•........................ Clerk. 

Bro. F. JI. Davis .... :, .........•........ As.,istant Clerk. 

APpointment of Devotiona~ Committee: Bi:o. H. Hicks, 
Bro. F. M. Davis and Bro. A. L. Green. 

Moved and seconded we adjourn for preaching services 
und meet at 2 :00 p. m. Oarried. 

Rev .. G. · W. Nichols preached followed by Rev. A. D. 
Skelton. 
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. SECOND SESSION 

'l'he a~:,;ociatio1Lmet as per adjournment. 

After singing by choir, and prayer by Hev." .A; ·D.'.Skel­
tor,, the subject was. discussed _of putting ?, Home Missionary 
in the field and a Board of Directors was elected as follows : 
Bro. F. 1\I. Davis, Bro. Henry Hicks, Bro. A. L. Green· was • 
elected for tlie term of one yeia.r, after which the topics .were · 
discussed, "ls it possible to separate the church and King~· 
dom," and "When were they set up?" 

A letter was then read· from Brother and Sister Leva:,y, 
formerly _of Hammond, requesting a letter of d~smissal from 
the association as on accoimtof the late war, .flue and people 
moving mm~· their church had elapsed or did p.ot meet any 
115re. - 'l'he _ letter was gra.nted. 

'l'he Board o.f Directors governing the Home Mission­
ary then reported that they had run an· assessment of $2.50 
per quarter on each and every member of this association to 
pay our missionary for his labor and had ealled Rev. J. T. 
Heel to go to wqrk at once. Hcport unanimously accepted 
hy the body and the Board was given power . to _notify all 
church clerks and deacons to try and collect the same and· 
pay in to the Treasurer of the Bmrcl, Bro. A. L. Green of 
8ayre, Oklahoma. · · 

Heso!Ycd we adopt a resolution on· Sunday, School as 
follows: We as a Free Will Baptist Church of God do en­
dorse Sunday Schools and. insist that each church in our 
association t;y to have a Sunday School. We believe Sun­
day Sehools are beneficial to· all who will attend· regularly 
and take a part, and especially the children .. · Eph. 6 :4: 
"And, ye fathers, provoke· not your children to wrath: but 
bring thenL 1:p in the unture and admonition of the Lord .. " 
Prov. 22 :G. "Train up a child in the way he shonld go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it." ·. · 

::\IovecL we adjourn until 8 :00 p. m. to riwet again at 
8 :30 a. m. tomorrow. Dismissecl by HeY. J. W. Abbitt. 
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:MINUTES . 9F W ASIIITA ASSOCIATION 

.THIRD SESSION 

Bo_dy met ,persuant to adj~urnment. 

lAfter singing __ so1;ig, P!ayer w:as led, by Rev. J. T. Reel. 

~foved and second we have 500 ·minutes printed. Car-

:1'fotion we have next fiftl_t Sunday meeting in Octo­
)Jer at the Indian, Creek Church 5 miles east and 2 south 
of Sayre. Motion carried. · 

Moved and· carried that in as much as our important 
business has been transacted and ,the death of Bro. Pondex­
ter of Cheyenne is reported; Rev. A. D. Skelton is called 
to preach thQ funeral tJrnt we adjourn and all wlio can ,at­
tend these services. Dismissed by . Rev. J. W. Abbitt,fto 
meet again with the next associational body at the E'ex 
Church 3 miles south and 4 miles west of Sayre on Thurs­
day night before the fourth Sunday in August, 1922 .. 

G. W, N1on0Ls-1lfoderator. 

G. W. WRIGHT-Clerk, 

RULES OF ORDER 

1. At every sitting,. the business shall be opened and 
· dosed wiJh pr.ayer by moderator qr whomsoever he may re-
~~t. . . 

2. Those who speak· shall arise and address the mod­
erator. · Personal reflections shall be avoided in all debates. 

3. No motion shall be discussed without .first being 
seconded. 
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111 INUTES OF W ASIIITA .ASSOCIATION 

4. If any propositioll" or motion under debate contains 
two or more points it shaH be divided at the request_ of any 

· member and the vote taken.separately . 

. 5. 'l\foti_pn made and lost shall not be recorded on the 
minutes unless ·ordered· by the party making the motion. 

6. '.Ko one shall speak more than twice on· the same 
subject without special leave of :the moderator. 

?". All questions shall be decided by a. majority- of 
members present.· 

8. Minutes sli:all. be leisurely read a:rid corrected if 
neccssarv before the close of the association. - ., . ~ ~ . . - - . - . 

. · · 9. In· future sessions of this association; arrangements 
shall be made so as to insure two or more sermons a day or 
o~her equivalent devotional exercises during the day. 

') 10. 'l'he Rules of Order shall be distinctly read from 
L,e cp.air immediately a:fter the organization of the. body. 

11. Alteration mav be made in these Rules. at any reg-. 
ular session. • 

------·wi------

FORM OF CllURCI-l LETTER TO ASSOCIATION 

•• : ..... . : ........ : .. County, Oklahoma. 

We tl1e Free Will Baptist Church of Christ at ..... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . church to the Washita Association c9m-

poscd bf Free Will. Baptists assembled wifa ............. . 

............ of. ~ ................ , . ; ... we send as dele-

ga_tes from our c}iurch Bros. . .... : .......... ; ........ . 

whom we pray you to receive to aid in your deliberations. 

(Add fu]lstatistical reports.) Done in church conference. 

.................. l\fodera tor ......... · ...... : Clerk. 
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·::MINUTES OF WASHITA ASSOCIATION 

... LETTER OR DISMISSAL 

.~ 

! ' . . 
-'l'hii, is· to certify that ............ : .. : ........ is· a 

meinber in' good standing of the Free wm Baptist Church 
~·. • •, • ·• a . .' • • . ., • 

of. Christ 'at' .. ' ..... ' . · .... and. as such we recommend him, 

nr her, to j:he, fellowship of God's people and is dismissed 

from us· wh~n · joined to· al}other church .. Done in church 

ronfermrc.: ..... : .. .... : .<.:. ·.: ..... 192 ...• 

. . . . ·.· ...... · .. ,:.:.- •. -._.·.Pastor· ... -.... ·.-... ,.: ......... Clerk 

. :. : . ;: ... : : . ; .. ; . :P. 0: ·_. ... : . ..... > ... ;County,- Okla.· 

;ARTICLES .OF. FAITH 

1. . We believe ii!. 01~e.Jrue _an,d _living_ Uod, the Father, 
the Son and Holy Spirit and ·these three are one jn divine 
e..0 sence, power and glory.-Rom. 1 :20; St. John f:1. 

· , • 2. ,'·We· believe _the scriphires · of the Old ~nd New .T_es­
famenf are of divine origin' arid ·the only infallible ruk of 
faith :ind Pfadice._-::JI'.l'in:·: .f.1,5_; __ II~e_t:. ~ :21. •. . 

_ . ;J; ' We· believe that God ·r·rcated man good rind· gave 
His holy commandments whereby he_ should live. holy, but 
inan voluntarily disobeyed' the. commands of God,. trans­
gressed .the law; fell uridcr the just condemnation of saine, 
and- that is unable to save himself with his own power. B11t 
,ve ECe Jesus,. for "the. s1iffoi-irig 'of deatli,. crO\i·ned, ,vith glory 
and-honor that he ·by the grace of God tasted death for ev~ . 
cry mran.-Gen. 1 :31; Heb. 2 :9. 

_ 4. We believe that Chi;ist by. His. ~lea th and suffering 
ancl rcsnrrcc-tion purchased our pai:do_n an<] ofi'('rs .. it .freely 



a 

n, 

~d 

ch 

rk 

la. 

er, 
ine 

'es­
of 

ive 
but 
,ns­
r:ne, 
ht 
ory 
cv-

-ing 
eely 

:MIXUTES' OF, WASHITA ASSOCIATION 

upon :the principles of repentanoo toward:,God and faith in 
. our::Lord Jesus: Christ.-St. :,John .3 :16; Aets 20 :2L 

' 5. 'We' believe that adult perfiOllS must be regenerated 
or born again if they inherit eternal life.-John 3 :35, 

, :, 6. We• believe.tha.t:infants. are.in,.a .saved conditionj' 
and 0 we .ni.ust.-be-.like :them in innocency if we are.:saved . .,--
Luke .. 18 :16; l\latt. 18 :13. · 

7. We oelieve that all regeneta te<l · person~ must . per­
severe .in. faith, and. be. faithful to. the .end .if they .gain ,an en­
trance into the City of God.-Rev. 22_:~4; Uatt; 10 :24. • · 

8. We believe .that.,baptism 'by, immersion in;water i8 
the ap05tolic. niode; even. the .. burial of- the .believer in· water 
und.Lhrist.obeyccLit .thus .and. bids .us.to.follow-him;-John 
3 :22; Matt:.;3:Hi; Mark,1 :!J,10; Luke 3 :21,i2; Acts 8 :38;39.: 

I>, ·:9, We believe· that God in_His .goodness displayed.His 
l,ower of grace in a great degree •in· calling and qualifying 
His.fiervants.by: teachmg of the Holy ,Spirit•-and.by _the in­
struction .. of liis.Word. to go forth . .and:.proclaim :life and 
~alvation without price.-John 14 :16; Il'l'im .. 2 :25., 

. 10.' We. believe that .re~ission of· sin and eternal life 
are. free .to all who will accept them.-'John 3 :lG ;IIPet. 3 :9. 

· 11. We believe that baptism, the Lord's supper and. the 
washing of the 1;aints feet are the ordinances of Jesus _Christ 
are appointed in the church aml none but . true believers are 
proper subjects-and-the-only proper-mocle-·of .baptism is im­
mersion.-.Mark 1 :-1- ;9-10; Luke 2 :30; St. John 13 :30. 

µ2. '\Ye believe that none have. a right fo baptism only 
those who have obtained 3: liv_ing hope in the LoT<l Jesus 

· Chri&t, and none are authorized to officiate in the ordin­
ance of baptism only those who are called of God and have 
hcen ordained by laying on of ~ands.-:-Acts 8 :37, rlrst clause, 
as :30. 

13. We believe that.:each chnrch should have a pastor, 
deacons· and clerk·so · as. to keep hou~e · for the: Lord· accord­
ingly.-Acts 6 :1-6; 28 :20. 
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MINUTES . OF W .A.SHIT.A .ASSOCIATION 

14. We believe that in dealing with disorderly members 
that reference should be had to the 18th chapter of Matt., . 
and other scripture relative to dealing with disorderly mem-
b~& . 

. i5. We believe that His the duty of each church to 
aE>semble together as often as . Providence will permit and in 
commemorating the Lord's. death and washing the saint's 
'feet a man should examine himself and so let him eat.­
Heb. 10 :25; I Cor. 11:28. 

16. We believe the Lord's super should _be observed at 
night and night only. · 

. 17. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, of both [ 
the just and · the unjust; The resurrection of the just to 1 

. everlasting life; glory and immortality in the presence of 1 
God; and the resurrection of. the unjust to everlasting shame .

1
, 

and punis~ment_ from the p_resence of God.-Matt. ~5 :4;,:k>. 
I Cor . .15 .42-45, II Thes. 1.7-9. . . ~ 

18. We believe that the visible church of God as it now 
exists had its beginning ·during the personal . ministry of 
Jesus Christ. · · 

19 .. \Ve believe that every member of the church· of God. 
should contribute of his means as the Lord has prospered 
him in._the support of the ministry as the scripture says._;· 
Rom. 10. 

0 

LA lV OF 1'IIE SUPPER 

__..__ 

'l'he Lord's Supper was instituted for God's people . 
. 'l'hcy all have equal rights to the supper and that right is_ 
a birthright. "For by one spirit are we all baptised into one 
body." ( I Cor. 12 :15.) · Tl1is is not water baptism, but a 
spiritual baptism. Again Christ says, "I'm the door_, by me 
if any man enter in 'he shall be saved." (I John 10 :9.). 
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:MINUTES OF WASHITA ASSOCIATION 

"He that enterelli not .by the door in the sheepfold but 
cli:mbeth ~p some other way, the s:ame is a thief and a rob­
ber." (John 10 :4.) Christ is not water baptism and yet 
He is the· door. There j,s but one door and Christ says He 
is that . door, and he that cometh in by that door should 
have full fellowship and equal rights with all other Chris­
tiam1s. Let ru man examine· hinisel£ and so let him eat of that 
bread and d:riilg of that cup, for he that eateth and drink­
eth unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 
not to the church, but to himEelf. · It is a personal matter in 
judging and in eating. 

,The church that does judge and exclude any of God's 
people is not acting in keeping with the instructions given 
to the church at Corinth. 'l'o thus judge and exclude one of 
the children of God is to o:ffiend the child so judged and 
excluded .. N'Ow listen to Christ: "He that offenids one of 
those little ones· that believe in me, it were better for him 
thJ a mill stone were hung about his neck and that he 
were drowned in the depths of the sea." Matt. 8 :6, I Cor. 
10 :30, 31, 32. . . 

lt is contended that they of the same faith a n d o rd. e r 
should be entitled to partake of the Lord's Supper. I ad­
mit that true faith is the means by which men become Chris­
tians. 1f this is what is mean1t .by the same faith I shall 
Hot objEd. Wie are agreed, but if sect is to .be inferred, I 
object. As to order if nothing but gospel order is meant, 
very well; but I do not think that one child of God· should 
dictate just what another should believe or what church he 
,ltoulcl belong to i:n · order that. he may he in the right church, 
for the church is hut an organic body of Christians, mid 
,imply placing your name on the roll book of the best church 
on earth · does not make you a Christian; neither will a like 
process in the worst rhurch make :1 sinner. The Eunuch 
believed and was baptised. W;bat church did he join? Here 
i, faith mid here is order. Now T ask if the l~1m11ch were 
to wish to commune with some of the churches, would he 
lit; allowed tlie right? No; he is. not of the same faith and 
order; yet he is admitted in heaven; But nay, he coulrl not 
ue ndmittrd to a sectarian table. At the Lord's table all 
His people have a perfect right, be he whom he may and 
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:MINUTES OF WASHITA ASSOCL\.TIOX 

when:.the: supper .is set and all of':God~s people .are not .in-
. vited, .it ·i& not :the . Lord's supper,: but .. a sectarian supper; 
60 -we;: being: many; are-one, body in: Christ; :and;every mem­
ber one. oLanother.". (Romans:.12:15.) And,the .. way we 
become one. body is by being .. baptised. inrto. that.body· of 
course that . is by spiritual. baptism ... He. that.:gets: iri .by 
w1ater ,baptif,rn, tl.e same is .a 'thief and. a robber; :anil when 
any one gets into that b_ody in a •legal way he has .. a legal 
right to 1a.Il the benefits and privileges of that. body; "For we 
being .many, are one bread and_ one body, for we are :all par­
taliers of that one bread. (I Cor. 10:17.) Ry partaking 
we exhibit a, oneness of that· body. What is meant by we? 
It certainly• means · all Christians · of all ages when you come 
together--tarry-for ·another;· be of one· mind; but let the 
word·of God·control-the mind. If it had ever been intended 
by the- Savior ·that· the supper; should be guarded as some 
attempt to guard· it,· God· would have endowed· the judges 
with wisdom to discern the pure from the impure. Hut,+~ 
Btandpoint from·which they judge ·iE> water baptism an~.1· 
legal administration of the same, so if baptism. by immer., 
sion, and a legal administration this settles the matter and 
Chri&tian. character is left entirely out by which some made 
a woefu_l mistake for after- all this precaution ·some have 
been· found unworthy of the leaat of the privileges of any 
church. 'ro admit inimersiou to be the only, mode of bap­
tism, and a tr_1+e believer receiving it, is this not .all right? 
Some would answer if by . legal · administrator. This is all 
that is wanting, is it not .a purely.:personal .matter? If so, 
he has· been as truly baptised as :anyone. It .is the duty of 
the preacher to baptise -and the applicant to be. baptised. 
When this is done , each have performed a personal duty. 
If I had never been baptised and had to :wait ·.until I found 
one whom •I· knew · to be a legal-- administrator, I would 
never be baptised· a.t all· as I cannot know what .is in. the 
heart of man;. Two• acting: in concert;, one acting· in good 
faith and the ·other not-=-the one.· is blessed· and the other 
is not; Every Christian. is strictly responsible for his own 
acts and not for another. : Simon, . the sorcei·er, believed and 
was baptised, and that by _a legal adniiruistrator and yet it 
is difwvered· that he was Iiot a Christian.· So we see that 
baptism Ly a _legal .administrator docs not confer an~· claims 
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. . . 

upon· him to any Christian rights,_ as this · case proves_ }t to 
be 0a personal ~matter; as we clearly see that the apostle did 

· his duty and Simon did not or vice versa. . . 

_ ... ',l'he apostle, inspired_ as he was, did not discern·· .the 
evil of Simon's heart neither.-can we know the heart of man. 
When:we d-o our _duty it is ours. When an applicant it is 
l1is. So .we find that faith, repentance, baptism and the 
Christian duties are all pers0011al and ,accountable to God 
and not unto men.• Various. are the opinions. of .men and 
t~e·ways w~-account for them is in the capacity of.men; 
and if we use the capacity that God has given I do not 
think that we should be eternally condemned for- what we 
cannot help.. The church of Christ is divided .. into many 
members, but. is one spiritual body and Christ the • head, 
and they should have the same care one for the other, as 
the natural body has for its members, yet they do not per­
form the same office, yet they should subserve the same in-
t.'"st · of the body. _ , .- , •· : ._ 

Should· Christians all commune together at the Lord's 
table? I answer what the Lord has 'joined ,together; l~t no 
man put-asunder. · · · , · ·· · · . ·· · · · 

We have f~rt~-eight sta·tes in the U~io~: -Th~y .are 
all equally free and indepentent states,. and yet they are 
one united, __ a:nJd have one great central point- at which to 
meet and testify. tha_t they are free :and independent state11 
and. yet. but one nation. · All Oh_ristians should have one 
central point a:t "i<hich to meet and Iet .. the world.Jmow that 
they are one. Let that' bethe Lord's, table. Christians feel 
alike · if they . do not think alike. They can preach- together, 
pray together, sing together, and love togeth,er, • and should 
they not commune together? . And. will they not all meet 
at last in the same holy and happy. land together?. . Then a 
_union and· free communion is forced upon oo. . . Christ said 
at_! the last supp.er that 'he would drink no more .fruit of 
'the vine with us till he drank anew ,in.His kingdom. · Then. 
all Christians of µ11 ages ,vill ,sit around one communion 

, table in Heaven. As. we firi.d ourselves assembled thus a­
r~und ori_e Lord's table. in Heaven, so should. it be on earth. 
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