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NASON FREEWILL BAPTIST
CHURCH

June 3, 1987

West Central Distrlct Meeting
WaltonV1lle FreeWill Baptlst Church
Waltonville, Illinois |

We, The Nason FreeWill Baptist cnurch9 wigh to go on record”that we
disapprove of the aetlon taken by the executive boardeand the B
chalrman of the business committee9 in the wrlting of a letter of
request to the pastor of the Harmony FreeWill Baptlst Church, West
City, Illinois* due to the fact no approval was granted for such a

letter by the body of the West Central Quarterly Meetlng.

We therefore feel the action over stepe-the authorlty of said

- committee!

Nason FreeWill Baptist Church

' ,E'/.,{f{/f.»ﬂ_fd -

_4..{__ Al b 1 {elerk



First Freewill Baptist Church
of Granite City, Illinois
2216 Charles Street
Granite City, Illinois

The Delegates of the -
West Central Quarterly Meeting
of Freewill Baptist Churches

at Waltonville Freewill Baptist Church
Waltonville, Illinois.

Dear Brethren;

We send Christian greetings in the name of the Iord Jesus Christ. It
has come to our attention that their appears to be a difference of opinion
regarding the :Lnterpretatlon of scriptures in the Bible referring to the
qual:l.flcatlons of a bishop and the ability:of m:.m.sters involved 1n a second
marriage to minister within our fellowship. =

| Recently, this matter has been brought before our quarterly fellowship
when the Harmony Church of West City called Rev. Everett Beaty as theilr pastor.
(Rev. Beaty is in-his second marriage) Rev. Beaty accepted the church but
realizing the stand- -concerning granting-a card of good standmg by the
Quarterly Meeting to persons married previously did not apply £ rne;g)&
to the Quarterly. When asked about his intentions by the bus3 &Eamtittee
he stated that he would stay away frcm the Quarterly Meetings if so desired.

The BusfEBEE“Contittee however told him thev did not want him to do that and

that they did not know what the feelings of the state assm:Latlon would be
but that they. would try to help him.
- To our knowledge nd one:on the committee or anyone else has ever shown

any indication that Brother Beaty has ever oonducted his llfe in a manner other
than that of a Christian.: “E-Xf(-.'l-;’,TVE'

‘We understand that: the business committee of ocuxr Quarter]:y Meeting recently
sent a letter to Brother ‘Beaty asking him to resign so that they would not

- have to go to the Harmony Church or to the floor of the Quarterly with the

matter. 'Ihey furthexr pomted out ‘the fact that the reason they were asking
him to resign the church is because of a bylaw dealing w:Lth pastorlng the

- church without a card of good standing.

" This issue has divided -churchés,. quarterly meetings, and state associations
throughout the country in the past. Same groups will not issue a card of good
standJngor recognize anymanwmhasbeenmarrledmrethanonetureand in-

volved in divorce.no matter what the circumstances. Some will recognize a

minister and glve him a card of good.s*anding if he can prove he has a scriptural
divorce using the reasoning that if the divorce is in accordance with the
Bible than there is only one marriage. Still other groups will grant cards of
good standlng and recognition to those involved in a second marriage using the
reasoning that Pauls referenc to the husband of one wife refers to the cammon
practice of his day known as polygomy or having more than one wife at a time.

~ While some may say that they know that their interpretation is right
the simple fact that the scriptures regarding this situation are vague is
evident by the different ways this is viewed by different Quarterlies through
the country.. It is very controversial and therefore could be potentially

damaglng to our fellOWShlp if we do not find a workable way to deal with
this ‘issue. ~



In a simular situation faced by the early church there were to
schools of thought regarding the eating of meat sacrificed to idols.
One group(The Jews)did not believe 1t was right to eat the meat.

The other group(Gentiles) believed that it was fit for them to eat.

. The apostle addressed this:issue with this solution "lLet every man

| be fully persuaded in his own mind and so let him eat.

iR The scriptures tie this issue to the marriage issue where it
refers to the fact that in the last days there would come those who
who camand folk to abstain from meat while also forbidding them to
marry. .
| We have therefore in open business meeting within our church

| discussed this issue and offer the following resolution for your
B consideration

1. We believe the scriptures regarding the marital requirements
of a bishop are not clearly defined therefore there are different
opinions not only within our denomination but also within others.

. e e i as sk el —

2. That the authority to ordain and determine the qualifications

of ministers has its origin in the local church and through tradition

it has been delegated to the Associations or Quarterly Meetings. This
is explained in the Free Will Baptist Treatise. .

| | 3. That since there is a difference of opinion within the fellowship
L regarding this issue we believe that it is in the best interest of the

. " harmony of the fellowship to allow the church of which a mimister holds
membersh_lp be the sole jt.dge of hJ.S moral and marital reunreuents .

| . 4. That there 1S no blbllcal exan'ple oL exclud.mg a man from the
ministry or the church for a divorce in which it can not be proved
was his fault -

! o o 5. That we go on record as being apposed to the Business Committee, e, fue (?ewm!ﬁé
. Quarterly Meeting,or any other organization intruding into the affairs
of a local church without b’eing asked to do-so by* that church |

-

6. That the local church is the highest authOrlty mentioned in the
- scripture in executlng and interpreting -God's word therefore ary issue
cn wkich there is not cledr scriptural guidance 7should be referred

- back to the church for their mterpretatlon and that the Quarterly Meet_mg
should be miided by such. ,

-7 7. That the Quarterly Meetlngs, DlStrlCt MeetJ.ngs, State Assoc:Latlons
 and thelr committees as such have been organized not to govern and rule
- the churches but to provide a means of fellowship and cooperation in
spreading the gospel in all the world while allowing the churches total
Jndependence in goverru.ng themselves by the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

8. 'I‘hat on issues where a church is not in violation of the .
doctrines of the Original Free Will Baptists as explained in the Free—W:Lll

~ Baptist Treatise there should be no intervention by any organlzatlon
connected with the denomination to pressure.or. Jntervene in their affairs

| unless so requested by the church




At

T

9, That the grantlng Of can:'is of good standlng is not a scriptural
method of recognizing ministers therefore they should be abolished and
ordination papers alone be regquired of ministers and deacons for use in

- establishing fellowship. That in the case of misconduct the Quarterly

Meetinag or State Association should be notified by the persons church
of nHrbershlp that investigation 'is necessary.

S CCa /TR
10. That we feel the busifess caomiittee has made a serious
mistake in involving themselves into an issue that niether the church
nor the minister involved invited them into. This was done without
the knowledge of the churches of the West Central Quarterly Meeting

therefore both the Harmony Church of West City and Rev. Everett Beaty
are due an apology for the intrusion in this matter.

While these resolutions are not offered as bylaws or ammendments
they represent the attitude of our church toward these issues and

hopefully will be considered by your body. These resolutions have
been approved by our church and this is the stand we feel should
be taken in such instances. While they may or may not violate the

constitution and bylaws we believe they are biblical and sensible
suggestions that may be used in addressing sutch issues and Keeping
with the Baptist form of church government.

Adopted in Conference June 21, 1987

Bl e

%%J@ Re/2%8



B /Y P S G N

April 30, 1987

Everett Beatty
RR 1
Ewing, IL 62836

Bro. Beatty,

The Executive Committee of the West Central Illinois Free
Will Baptist Quarterly meeting has met and felt that we must
contact you personally concerning your continual pastoring of
the Harmony West City Free Will Baptist Church, a member of
this quarterly. Since talking with you at Rescue January 17,
1987, we want to try to comply with your wishes.

We, the Executive Committee and chairman of the Business
Committee, feel that your continuance as pastor is in violation
of Article V of the constitution of the West Central Illinois
Free Will Baptist Quarterly and Article XII of the Constitution
of the Illinols State Association of Free Will Baptist which
pertains to being involved 1in a dual marriage, thus we feel
compelled to ask you to reconsider your pastoring of Harmony
West City Free Will Baptist Church. We do not want to make
this a public matter and you have stated that you do not either,
thus we make this appeal to you privately before making any con-
tact with the church or bringing any action on the floor of the
quarterly meeting. |

We come to you 1in an attitude of Christian love reallizing
that your situation is a very difficult one, but we trust that
you realize that we must adhere to biblical principles and that
we entertain no personal animosity toward you. Our desire 1S
for Gods word and leadership be first in this matter.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Larry Cook, Moderator
@? (Tant C‘@L

Rev. Guy Leonard, Asst. ﬂpderator
. '// :

Ed Shrum, Clerk

-~ 7 //
éif?hézé4iL£{#44V(J'

David Malone, Chairman Business Committee

j TS .
gc: Quarterly File &/&rggcz//%/j/ﬂﬁf{“



WEST WAYNE FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH

4040 JOHN HIX ROAD
WAYNE. MICHIGAN 48184

Wolverine Association Presbytery

March 17, 1987

West Central Illinois Quarterly Meeting
Clerk E4d Shrum |

4111 Alton Road |

Granite City, Illinois 62040

Greetings:
This is to advise you that the Wolverine Association of Free Will
Baptists of Michigan commend Rev. Ivan Ryan to your fellowship as an

ordained minister in good standing.

Bro. Ryan was a real blessing to our association and work here
as we trust God to greatly use him there.

In Christ's Service,

e

Rev. Ernie Ross, Presbytery Secretary
Wolverine Association
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Mascoutah Free Will Baptist Church

6th Street North
P.O. Box 17
Pastor Mascoutah, IL 62258 o
Mike Russell 566-7

RESOLUTION

Whereas, While we feel strongly 1n favor of the autonomy of
local church, we also believe that our district
Constitution and Bv-laws reflect the Biblical

teaching regarding the qualifications of ministers

of the Gospel; and,

Whereas, We believe that the officers of this district acted :
within their realm of authorlty in the matter

concerning a pastor involved in a dual marriage;
therefore,

Resolved, That the West Central Illinois Quarterly Meeting
rescind the vote of July 11, 1987 which in effect
censored the Executive Committee of the West
Central Illinoils Quarterly Meeting.

“where Everybody is Somebody and Jesus is Lord’’

[T |
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