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· Free Will Baptist AssoCiation · .. ·_ .. · ......... . . · .. + · .. ·>}>'.· .•.. ·•· 

. . ~ •.. . HELD WITH •· · . ~ . · 

· ~ · Piney Grove Church, Washington Co. Fla: . ~> . .. : 
· • .·. ~-- ·.. ·. November 4th~ 5,th. 6th. 19Hl.· .· J :~ ·.~ 

. ·. . . ~ .· --- ' -··--·---~- -:· • ... · .. ' - -~····· .•.••. > • 
. - ., -- ' - ' ; ' ' .. -

OFFICERS .. . . · ·. - ···· .· -'' 
· .. ~--·· .· -_B. F. Pate, . · ·· · Moderator. ·-• l ' · ·•··_···.······ .. 

•• · ~ MonroeSimmons, · Clerk. ·· ••·· < •l .· ·') 
.. ' .···· .• ' ~ ' ' " · .. ' ' ~ . .. ' ' ' _,. . - ··,---:_; 

·--'-------- -----· ... - _. ____ , 

' - ' 

, .l-... ·... . . . . . Executive Committee._ .. _·._ < •··•_-·.··-······-····~ · .. ' >· ) 
: -_·.··. -~ W. S. Sellers, Henry Broom, G. A, Register, l .'· ./. 

• 
' . 
' 

' • 

t· • ·. w.·c. Sheffield .. an.d E. V. Hughes. · .' ~ q ••••• 

. . oJo --,· _· ----'-----,.---: ' -----:-::-----"--· ' ' + • ' .•. · ' .· ' --- ... _____ ----- -

. · · ·. Hmson Church ·Geneva County Alabama. . ·•·· _.· • 
' '- . • ... .• 1-. ' ~ ' . . . . . ' 
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l ·· · · the first Sunday m Nov. 1911. . . . ···. . ; ' · r · · t-- · -· · · · · · ·. f · · : 
t . ·. ·.·· ~ The n~xt Union Mee~ing will convenev:rith M~cedonia l <, 

~ . Church, Caryville Fla., Commencmg Fml~y .·.>• R · - < 

W .· · at 11 o'clock before the fourth Sunday · .. · ·.· .. · V . •·· .. ' < l· . .. · · ·· ... · . in November 1911. ·· · · .. . . . <l .? 
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MINUTES . 
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The liberty UnitedFre\vill_ Baptist Assocbtion, of 
West Florida, and ~outh East Alahma, held its Twenty
Scc~nd Annual session with Piney Gr0ve. Church, Wash-

._ ' _,._ _, ··-' . 
ington COunty, Florida: co·mn;Jencing Friday at 10 o'clock 
b2fore th3 fir.st Sunday in November, 1910,· ._: · · · 

' ' ' ' -' . - J 

Sc!·mcn indl·oduc';ory to business was preached ·by A. 
. .- ~· ot 

L. Pate, af:·::~t· int2.·missiJn of tw0 l10ma the b:>dy was 
c~lled to·orcer by the former l\bderatcr n:r:d af:er reading 
tbc thini Clnptcr of J arr.e3 and delivered his ~i.nnual ad-. ' .. 

· dresB, tlie body knelt in prayer v.:ith the· Moderator.· Af- . 
. · t2r which the: association was declared open and ready for 

businCES, procedcJ to business as follows, 
First called for corresponding letters from different 

el:urchss. Eeceind nine. · · . 
. \Vaived the former rule of busin~ss and calle:l for 

p:)titionary lctters r2c2ived six. Ap:;JJint::d Rcv, A. B. 
Nelson, amUvionroJ Simmons, to r2ad the lctters, 

Hinso!1 Church, Represent<J:l by M::mr02 Simn1Jm, W 
· · S. Sella·s, T. J. Ci·eel and J ol1n. Kirkland~ 

Antioch, G. A. Hegist. r. and C. C, Hutto. 
Bethel, J. G. Watson. . ' 

Union Hill,· J. W, ·Butler, and J. R. Bolin; 
. . 

Spring Hill; H. W. Mears, Henry Broom, and W. B, 
Peters. 

• 
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Piney. Grove, T. D. Owens. • 

Bulah, W. C. Sheffield and W. M. Bess. 
St. John, J. A. Anderson and Mmvin L~wson. 

' 
• 

' 

Panther Creak, C, A, Hardy and S. S, Williams. : I 

Christian Home, J. C. Retherford, and E. V. Hughes. I ; I 
· Liberty, Willis Andrews. \! 

Hickory Grove. J. W. Sheffield . 
Petionary Letters. 

New Home. M. L. Hall.· 
Christtian ·Home, By letter. 
Pine Chapel. By letter. 
Shiloh. By letter. 
Infant Rest. W. M. Se!ott, 
Macedonia. J. A. Skinner · 
St. Paul. S. W. Robison and C, C. Clemmons. 

·The body organized bf_ electing, B. F. Pate, . Mod era· 
tor, and Monroe Simmons, CledL · . , 

· Next· called· for corresp::mdents from a~soci 1tions. 
. Received from South eastern Rev. George M, Hardy. A p

pointed committies as follows. · 
• 

On qivine. Services, Jim Johnson, J. W~ Sheffield, J. 
G, Watson, Henry Broom, and J. A. Skime~·. . 

On Tenl.peran.ce. D, P. l;i[athcws, A. L. Pate, W, A. 
Hardy, J, P, Bolin, C. ~~.):.utto A. B. Ne:sJn, t~:-;c:. \7. I-.1. 
Duncan. . . . 

On good of the order~ George JVI. Hardy, H. M rviears 
W. B, Sheffield, andY. B. Hagins. ' 

· Finance committee. · J. C. R'3therford, M. L. Hall. C.· 
' 

C .. Clem onE'. . 
On nomination. A. B. N elso~1, G. A. Regist ~. r and H. 

W. Mears. 
On Sabbath school. . J. W. Butler, G. B. Jenkins, · C. 

A. Hardy and James T. Morris. . · 
. On resolution. G. A. Register, W. C. Sheffield, S. S. 

Williams, W. S. Seilers and A. J. Fitts . 
. There being no other business the Association adjour,> 

ed until half past eight o'clock Saturday Morning Novem-
ber the 5th. '·· 

• 
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Saturday Morning Session 
Saturday morning the body was called to order by 

the moderator, and after reading the .Third division of the 
Psalms,· and p~:ayer by Monroe Simmons; the body pro-
ceded to business. . . . 

Renewed the call for C)rresponding letters, received 
none. 

Called for peftio ary 19tters,received none. Called for 
c::>rrespo.1dents from sister associations, racaived from the 
Salem Rev J. C. Eldridge, Rev. G. P. Nealy, and Rev. J. 
C. Rudd. 

• • 

App)int2d corn::;p::mdents fro.n sister Associatiou's as 
follows to the State Line .. 

. Eev \V. M, Duncan, Drother M. L. · Hall. 
To the South Eastern, Brother B. F, Pat2, and .J. C, 

Retherford. . 

To to the Salem. Rev.·. A. I..1. Pd.L~. Dr0t:121· Henry 
l3room, an'J Rev, James '1', Morris, . . . . 

Adjoi..1rncd till 2 o'clock. 

• i~.fter•1oon · Session . 
• 

. At 2 o'clock the b·.xly was called te> e>rdar by the Mod 
. m:.atJr and nfter PT9.yer b.v Eev. D. P. 1-.'bthews,. the boJy 
1rcc ~o:J.ej to l;usi~lJSS gs fo!lows. 
- ' 

· Renewed the call for c)~·respondents fro:n sister As-
S)ciatbns, received fr0m t:le State L:ne, Rev. J. A, 
n 31', and Rev. G. L. Shoots. · 

Next he:trd the report of committics' as follmvs 

On Good of the. Order. . 

Skin-

• 

We your committee on good of the orde;:, beg leave t:J 
submit the following report. We find several of our 
p:e::chers doing but little and we ask that they go to work 
or give an a~c:mnt of their stUE-rd;hip,also that the names 
of each one c0n-"e up in this body tcgether with what they 
have d)ne. 

We ask that each church have a standard prayer 
meeting once a week. 

Let's be firm and not walk with the wicked. We 

• 
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ae C(mn- andcd to walk worthy of the vocation, wherefore 
we ae called 'with all lawliness of heart endeavoring to 
kEep the unity of the spirit in the bonds ofpGace, by this 
we let ocr 1ig:1ts shin2, we ask that this body both severe._ 
ly and collectively be gov,rne:l by C~1rist'>: word.· 

We believe that churches calling pastors to se1·ve them 
should look. more after their interest in the future than 
they have in the past, let the world do as they ple:tse, but 
let us live for Go:l,and ins:ead of looking after our enemies 
to their downfall we should pray for them,for by S:) doir;g 

. ' 

thou shall heap C:)als of fire on his he:td finally lee us live 
i .1 peace and, by so doing we will be the c~lildt·en of peace 
let us :ive to let live, we insist that brethern . visit C1eir 
sister churches more in the futute a!ld ben in line wib 

• • 

each other, let this be our th':!me. . 
· Respectfully Eu' m;tte~. 

Rev. Gsorge M. Hardy. Chm. 

·. Report,of Sabbath School. 
We your committee:on Sabbath SchJol beg leave to 

report as follows, We find but fouc' sabbath schools in our 
Association, and we ask thateach preache:and deacJ.l iL· 
press the members of our c1n:·clv~s t~() gTeat importa!lC::) 
of having a sabbath school at each c\ur;::h if pJ s ble., 

Respectfully Su'Jmi~ed 
. .J, W. Batler, C:m1 . 

• 

On Finance. 
Committee on finance submited the following report. 

Name of Church Amount paid -
Bulah _____________________ ·------------~----·--~---~l.EO 
Panther Creek ____________________ , _____________ 1.25 
Union HilL _____________ ·~----------~--------- ____ 1.50 
Christain Home ________________________ ------~--- 1.50 
Hickory Grove ___________________ ~ ________________ 1.00 

LibErtY----~-----~----- ------------------------- 2.00 
Bethel __________________________________________ ·_ _ 1. 50 
Hinscn ___________________________________________ 2.00 

·' S . H"ll prrng 1 --------------------~------------------- 1.60 

I 
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Infant Rest ____________ ; _______ ~------------------ 1.50 
• • Shiloh. _____ ~ ______________________ : _______________ 1.25 

New Home _______ - ___ ----- .. - ----------- _-- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1. 00 
Mac;:)donia. : __ _:_ __ ---------------- -~- --- __ ..: _________ 1.50 

• • Pine ChapeL _______________ -- ____ - ______ ~ _________ 1.25 

St. Paul,-------------------------~-----------------1.11 
Christian Home ____ -_--,--------------- _ _:__--- ____ ,.._~ _1.31 
PineyGrove ____ ~---------~-------------------------~2.00 
Antioch __________ ------------------------- __________ 2.00 
St. John ______ ----~-- ----------- ~-- .. -- ______________ LEO 

'.Lotal $28.27 
Respectfully submitted, 

• 

J. C. Retherford 
!1'1. L, Hall . 
. C. C. Clemmons, 

Committee. 
. . 

Renort of Committie on Temoerance. ..... . . ...... . . 

We your committie on Tcmpe:rance beg leave to make 
th:o foliowing report; 

It is inde3d Vel'Y gratifying fol' US to report that within" 
the last year very _9ffec~i ve work has heen done: along the 
iines of pryhibition.- Recent measures regulating and re
stricting tho sale of intoxic1th1g liquors place our bounds 
in the rank of those states in which tte welfare of the . . 

. m2.sses is of fi1·st .·consideration. The open and · licensed 
~;;de of whiskey is, fo:r the present, a thing of the past, · . . 
and with it has gone a ho~t of evils which inevitably ac-
con1.pany it. We are glad to cail your att2ntion to the fact 
that crime has bec:m continually on the dec1·es.se, ~mel that 
our people as a rule are living more in keeping with moral 
t:achings. Homes which have been blighted and darkened 
by. intemperance in strong drink are now radiant with the 
lig-ht 0f peace. 

Even now it is urged t1nt fin::tncial wre~k and coi:
fusion will 'follcw in tho wake of thEse measures but 
your c'ommittee is glad to report that we are now e1:-

• 

I 
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• 

joying a season of prosperity nn-equaled in our history. 
The absence of whiskey in our harvest season· · has 

• 
brought about more wisdom in the distribution of our 
goods. Children have been clothed and et the same time 
given advantages offered by our public schools. 

In this connecton, too it has been urged that our 
schools would be a failure but we are glad to report that 

·without the taint of blood money they are of the very 
bzst. The Lord has blessed us with an abundant harvest 

and peace and plenty have been our p::>rtion even in the 
s3nse of a people ever mindful of God, Brethren we be
lieve that untold good has come upon us through the work 
ings of our prohibition measures. 

Along with all this good which we have to report, how
ever, it becomes our duty to caJ your attention to an un
mistakable tempest which threatens . us. If wo are not 
prepared for it in its intensity, it may be that we shall 
lose even that we have won: Vve have reference to the 
present issue as to whether or not the sale of intoxicating 
liquors shall be prohibited by the constitution. We feel 
that this is a 'question of so much im:r;ortance to the peo
ple that it should be forever with them to determine. 

Your committee, the:·sfore, respectfully asks that you 
endorse withol.ut reservation or restrictions whatever the 
the proposed amendment to the constitution; and that the 
adoption of this rer;ort and its record on the minutes shall 
signify the same. Without affiliation with political parties 
or perons in any sense whatever, let us as a denomination 
press with unbroken ranks to win this victory. Let the 
whiskey interest be forever barred from our borders, so 
that strangers entering our gates in . ye2r.:; to come may 
exclaim of a land of peace and plenty. "Here we rest," 

Report read and adopted. 
D. P. M':1t!1is, Chm, . . 

Report on Resolutions. · 
. We your committee on Resolutions submit the following 

report; 

1 
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1st. Any person not in gcod standing in some christian 
church is not held in fellowship with this association nor 

• 

will be allowed to preach in our churches. 
2nd. Also that this association give the Union meeting 

the right to transact any business that it deems proper. 
·G. A. Register, Chm . 

• 

Report onNomination 
\Ve your committa3 o:1 nomination bag le::tve to report 

as follows, that the next association me3t with Hinson 
Church, Geneva County Alabama, S·3ven miLes North of 
Gracevilb Florida, on Frid:q before the first Sunday in 
November 1911. Introdudory serm):1 by A. L. Pate. 

'l'he n:~x!; tuion meeting to be held with Macedonia 
Church, two miles north of Caryville Florida on Friday 

• 

before the fourth Sunday in August 1911. Introductory . 
sarmon by Rev A. B. Nelson, . . 

Respccfully·Submited 
A, B. Nelson. 
H. W, Mears. 
l; . . L Register. 

( Committee. 
) 

Miscellaneous Business, .. 
Report of Tre.1.surer. 

Balance on hand from 1809. ______________ ..: _____ $ 6.98 
Receive:l for asD~iatio:ul ·ln:pJ33J ·----- ____ 29.27 

Receivad for Missions. 

Hinson. ____________ ~------------------------~-- 5.00 
Spring HilL ____________________ -----,--- ______ 3.00 
Uriion HilL __________________________________ · 2.oo 
Received from Rev. A, B. Nelson _____________ 5.00 

--
Total am )Ut colladed ___ :.. ____ . _______________ $50.25 

Paid R3v. A. B. Nels)n for Mision work $10.00 
PaiJ Clerk ___ :..________________ _______ 7.00 

-------
Total amount Paid out_ _____ ---~~--- ____ $17.00 
Balance on hand _____________________ ~--------$33.25 

l\1onroe Simmons, Treasurer. 

-• 
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Move:l and carried that clerk have (300) three hund:·ed 
minutes printed. Paid clerk $7.00 for his servic2. We 
te.ldet o:1r thanks to Piney Grove church and vicinity and 
espzci.:tlly the good ladies, for the kindness shown us dur
ing our stay with them. No other busine33 the AssocL.ttion 

·adjourned ro meet at Hinson Church Geneva County Ala
bama, seven miles North of Graceville, Fla. on Friday be. 
fore the First Sunday in November. 1911. 

M. Simmons. Clerk. B. F, Pate. Moderator .. , ,. ' 
• .. Graceville, Fla. R. 3. " Black, Ala . 

· Order of Preaching. · 
• Friday at 11 o'clock, A, :rvr. the iutroductory SJlmon.vvas 

pi·eached by Rev. A, L. Pate, text 23th. Chapter and 19th. 
and 20th. verse of St. Mathew. Friday_night the stand W1S 

·occupied by Rev: W. N. Dixon, text Hebrews 4th, Caap-
ter and 1st. to 4th .. verse. Saturday at 11 o'clock Rev. G. 
IvL ·Hardy, 'occupied the stand, text Hcv, 10th. C~upter, 
and 9th. verse. Saturday nihgt by Re1. J. C. Rudd, te:·~~ 
Eph. 6th. Chaptet and 11th. verse. Sunday by Hev. G. 
L. Shute, text St, John 3rd. Chapter and 16th. verse · 

· · Assoclational Decorum . 
1st. This Association shall be composed,only of chu·.·c~l 

es in good st.cmding, ,and shall be called together by the 
moderator of the last session if present. 

2nd. The Association shall be opened and closed by 
prayer. 

3rd. The moderator and clerk·of the last session ~:,hall 
officiate 'till another moderator and clerk are elected. 

4th. It is the duty of the Moderator to rece:ve and 
submit all ll10tions to the body, and see that orce:is pre
served. 

· 5th. The Moderator and Clerk shall l::e elected bJ nom- · 
ination and acclamation at each s~ssion of the Ass :ciation. 

Gth. This Association shall have a Tr€asurer andan 
c xecutive cominittee to be ebctsd every two ye.1rs. 
· 7th. Each church in this Assoc:ation shall be governed 
by the laws of the Association. 

• 

I 
' 



8th. No church will be considered in good standing 
that retains any member or minister who is known to 
practice hypnotism. · · 

· 9th. 'l'hat no minister shall be considered in good 
stanuing that officiates in the rights of matrimony wherP 
either of parties have been divuced except forfornication 
· ·· · ·- lOth. ·No church. shall be considered in g<·od standing 

that retains a minister or deacon that 1has more than ·one · 
' . 

living wife, or drinks intoxicating beverage~. 
11th. 'lhat no church shall be considered in good order 

that does not commune and wash feet at least one'' time . 
' 

per year, and futher that each church be required to 
state in their corresponding letters as to whether this. or~ 
dinnnce has been· kept or not ... ·. · 

Order· Of Business. 
• 

' 
' 

·. 1. Introductory s~rm:)ll. 
~. Call for corresponding .· letters, ~md enrolling 

Lames of delegates. 
3. Organize by e:ectiog Moderat)r and Clerk. 
<1. Call foe pentionary letters. 

• 

5. Call for correspondence front sister associations. 
' 

6. Appoint Committees.· 
7. Appoint co:csespondents. 
~. Heading of corresponding letters. 
!J. . Here reports of committees. · 
10. Miscellaneous .business. · · 

• 

Names Of Ordained Ministers. 
A. L. Pate Bo~dfdy Fla:W. M. Dunc:m Gra.:Pv1lle Fla 

.J. L. ::lirnmon;:; Gra~.:~ville Fla. I. S. Sellars Sloct~mb Ala. 
. ' ·' - . 

\V. N. Dixun W e.st l:hy Fla. 0 . .T. 1'noma3 G;)orgiana Ala 
G. B Jenkins G!'aCtVille Fla .. w. A Hardy Gnieevill Fla. .. ·. ... ' 

D. P, M.hthew~ Unipley t•'ia. ·J, 'r. MotTis Chipl.oy Fla. H. 
'vV. No·r~~~)\)artf,rd ;\:a. l!,.F;· Y (tes B ntil:t/ l•'l:1. A. B. 

··.!·~.. ;.-...... - ' 
N Pb(ln Horffftn l''ia ···.· 

-. ''::~-~-~-

. Articles Of Faith. 

1. We believe there iR but one living· and t~ue Gon 

• 
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1
·';:,; ·, .~~--·:;··r ,'; J,-,'·•:,;i 1;, . ; :-,; .. ··. -. 

-' ' ' l ..• -.1 . :--· ;; :·:.-·' , •. 
- ;•· ···- .• ,)l·' ,,. _, • • ··: .. ,., ,;-_. 

. whose' name is' J eh'ova'tlie: maker. and : ruler :.of the. : uni-': 
- . . . ' 

verse. . 
' . . . 

. . 2. . . We belie~e. that the~e is 1ne ·Lord Jesus Christ, by 
' ' who~ a~e I aH 'things and b./whOmi bursalvation:' is·: made. 

. ·• - . ' ' . ' ·. · .0 . - ·' : · , '' ·, • I ;, I'', • _ · : I , . ' '~ , . · ·sec··Ire · · · · · ·· · ·· ' · ·· ' ' · -·' · · · · ·· · · · · · · .... \...'&( ' - . ·---.·· •.•• ,:._.,' .. \'_,_ •• ,-..-.-~ 
·' ',·. , .. ,.,' '- . _. __ ,,., .... , .· -· , .. ' . _.- , . , • ·;.. · · •· - · . -" · - -. r - ,. · ' · 

,·, . 3. We. beli'eve 'that ii1 the' ha~dnnirig: God •.<made :man 
'~ - l . , I ' . - . ·• , . \ ' , • . . . • . 

. upri5ht and placed him in 'a state of holi11ess >under: the 
. Ia ,·/s.Qf~i~make'r,·~ut by a Voluntary tnwsg'r~ssion, o(hi:S 
own he feUfroi.ci that noly arid• hapvy ~tate .. ·. • •. :.·. :, .; : 

. ' i . ·.4 .. , w ~.beiievti that, no man' shall suffer in hell for ,the 
l ········-·· 1- ..... , ..... ·-· ••. --. ·;-· 

lacl{.of' Ch.t·J·,.t· · ;I ~,-_,t ~- :::·.:~'~,- ·:_:;_'·,;·-~--,;:··, :: 1 '•1'' ._-. -... 
-·· .... •. '. -- ••••• - •• , '>• . . ' ' - . . . ' . . . ... ·-··-~···.;,•- .... _._,,. ····· •', .. ·- .. 

5 .. We bt>lieve'that. the Holy Scriptures are the' .word 
' . .. : . ' . ' . ·, ' . . ', ' . '. . . : -'' 

of God and they are tneonl.Y rule bt .Faith <J.nd P!·actice.•, 
6. We believe:that:sinn.ei's are, drawn to God the 

Father by the Holy Ghost through:Ch.fi:;t hi~ son 
1 7. ,1 We believE. that g-oodworksat;e't,he'fruits of Ltith. 

-· .. ' ... ,,,.' -·· ' ' --

.. and f~ith . .without work::> i~ 'deict:' · ·' i '' >,: ':· .. 
· 8. ·, We oeli~ve that the blessing of· Siiv'atio~ are made 

'"· .• 'I••• ,., , •' 

free. and l:tttainabhi by a;(t.(l'ankirt.d. ! : : i, , .tl I ' · · 
·• • •· 1 r•·•·.' .'~' ,, ,, ...... . 

. ,·,,::·: 9.- . We believe thatC,>rn·mecrioration and Feet Was.1-
_ - . -····'·'':·: -··{··-.~··,·-~·.··-.·_,-,··,-;1 •• ·-

. ing- are the, ordinance~ of Christ an' t i ni:i;~ir~ioi 'only Is Bao 
• • -·· I• , . · .. ····"•·.·· )" • ' • • 

tl. m '·· · · .:;,·:· -· 1 '-- ;;;;·~_:·'r-'.~~ . :; 
. " . . .• -- ' ' .. ' ' ' ' '•' . - -· - ... , ·-··- ,' ,· .·., .. 1.,.--··· ', .. ,_. 

10. W t i.Jeiiev:: thatail,Chnsthin's shoUicl unite in per-
forming- i,e ~acred ordi~'ances: ' · - · : · . : - · 

n. That the erid ~(the worlJ is. aJ,Jpro~ching. ;,h:m . ' ,. ' . __ .,.,, -,_ .. -. -.' . 

C·lrisr will descen l frorrdleaven'ari6'.raise-·t.he de(jd from· 
,. ' . . : ' ' ,. ; . '.' . .. 

I - I , · , 

. their grave3 to final ,rJtritJu io.1: ,t:"i<lc a solemn s~parJtion 
-·J·' ' . ,,. '·~ .. · ... · . . '-·-

. will tlien take ·pia-..: J. the righte.1~1,:; ne: Dg adjudged t.:> ever-
:!'f:ts•,·irrl.! h;/ppine~s:~a.· d ~hc'wi"ckeJ. -t~e,;d:;,~·,;s • p'~uishnwnt 

· :.,;and,thisjudgement'willfix:Aoreve'r t.1.J frn t'i·~cate'of man 
. ' ' . . . . ' ' .- .- ' ' \. . ; . 

· ;:irt he~t.\tet)';oti 11~[1, on 'principl:!3 'o•.· ri ;h,-eot Sn ~~>I ' .. ·. ' 
:·~-':··:· --~~-1-:·:·;. :,. · .. : ... -,··.,'. .. '•: ...... ' ,._ .'--:--~--. , ___ ) 

••. • ...... ,_, __ ._,. ,-.··~" .1 ..... . 
~ . . . -

' ' ,' ,.• I'•• ,.'' 

. . ''!.:-•····-:-- ,: . ',. ' ·--~ 

' • I ' 

' ' . · · ······ '' · ·• .... ,·.· ·.'.: ·ci.iur'c·· h·Decu.·:~:·um· · · ' 
. _. • . 'I 

,:; , .. , . ·'I .. , ··,• .. ]:;:,·_: 
' . '· ' . ' ' - ·' ,. . 

1. . Tn~) ·~Lur~h i;), y cb:(;,.e a ! u~ t·1r ~- nnually at, th<> 
~ ' ' . . . 

last Confe:·ence in A,;so~~ationalyc>ar. tH' d tn,~v prd'er it . . 
.. may choose a pastor for an indefinite !eng h of time to con 

tinue iro'·l;,.vcart~.~:ve lt: )b h:1:.i a:-; be'may lL:~m it:prop~r 
· to kJep up the. t>r,nnP.ction. . . , ' . 

• 

-



. : . . 
·rnJ· 

- - - ·' ' ._ - ' i - " . ' ' ' : ,, 

· 2. Whe~ it become~ ·ue<!essary· 'a' p~stor.·may: be•c ho:) 
· . :o.en at any other, time bufi(the chi>ice' bE:- 'made' atH Sper 

. I . ' . ' ' ' . 

. cial Conference. the tiine:inu'st be :appointt!d at a monthly· 
• - ' : ' • ' ' ' • ' - ' ' ' ' - •• ' ,• ' - f : • 

··meeting of theehurch>' '.•··~ :•,•:: .;:·o;,······'.:'•·:, ....... :,·"'·'''l''' 
__ ; ·_ .--.,_., ,_,:_, ':_: ·_·,,,;/'·-·,:;>· -.,,.:-:. .•• ·_ . ' '· .. ' 

' ... -·- '.,! __ ,_,.,,,:-,. ,>:·~-·.--., ... ·,-c. .. 1! 

· · 3: • The· pastor shall be .. the·Moderator 6f 'the church/ 
-· '- ,· .... ,. - '•\ -·~---''"1''''' .. ' 

but when he is: absent, or.does. not sit as .Moderator', beill'g 
present, some suitable .brother , shall be appointed·. iii.'' his 

. .place - - . "- -. - .. - - . - . ~ -- -. . . -~ ; .- ~ -. - --.-- ~ : ; , ~ ~ i i; . ~ :_ ~.. . -. -· ... ; .: ~ ;· -: 

. _ •. I ,'_L·_·.,:·:·,_::•.-·,:_ >·_:!:·_··.:_t.:; •'i•f (j_~:·.·. •.··;
1
-il:.-'"_,··.:·-.-, 1_';' 

· ' ' 4;·· 'There shalL be ·two or ,more deacons iil'the church . 
· ~.v h'ose·. duty ·it shall be. to-.sup.eri~terid '.tlie ~oliecfion>and 

dis burs'emen t o{ all. con tri btitions made' 'for pastor 'etc.': ahd 
' ' ' ' . ... ' . •'', ' •., • ' ' '" . ' 1. ~ : -' .. '.. . '' ,< • ' • • -

'·.to distribute the bteadand ,wine in the .administration ; of 
_,._ ...... ·. ' .. - ,.. ... , .. _ ... ' ,., ' ' .·.·, '"-- '• . the· u• .. r·d''s· su·p''·p~r·- :, -· ' . '' •' -. ,. ,, __ , -. •!"<!,- .-· .. ·_i,·,(,~;:_;; 

.· oJ .;c.•·:;·,,_.,.., .... . ,,, .. ·;,.,' ·.,. 
· ... ·r.:·.. .. . ·' .......... ·-····-''?_.·: .. ~._\'r ,{_,~~~:-,;~~··,,:; · s: '"The. deacons· shalkalso take no tic~,~~ ~uch .. ~~Ii}
bers as refuse or neglect: to partake.of: the Lord's supper; 

• ., - • • ' ~ '" J • • • ' ' '. ~,_· ' ' ' • - j •• - ( ' • 

. '"arid endeavor to ascertain :the cause, that the~same 'may 
,. '~ -.. _, ' •. -~'l-' '·'···~'-'''I •·' 

be laid before the church confer«:mce, if rfecessary;' • · · 
• • - - o • 't' I' ,-, _,. ,-

',-. \ ',·.··,", . . ,., --~--- ·._ ··.J,. _.·.-· .!.·--,··~ ;,•')•( ,·.-~:··· .. ,._.,,, .... ·- ' - ''···-.· 
·.··· · ., 6. ··sorne shitable•member:shall'be appointed Clerk, 
! ,- , ' l . ' • • , ' I _. ' ' , ,_. .- • "' ' • , ' ' 

··and it shall be his duty. to do a1Lt4e.recording an'd other 
• ' • ; • ' ' . . ' ' - • , I I ~· •' -< ', I ! ; . ' j, j • • ' f 

.. \vriting p3rtaining to .the ·business of the (Church; 'and. to 
_ • , ' , , • __ • <> , ·' • • • '1 . . -' • ·_- ' • · I· ..' , : · /." ] : , ! ' .: I , '·, ." 

·preserve :a file :of· the minute~· of .. the Association. ::, . · ·.· · 
,. . . ' ' . . . • '~ ~ 1. ·' , .•••. '. (' ' _, - l - '- 1 . ' '"'· . . -. ~ . ' . . " ' . . ·'·' ... ' 

,, .· .·· , 7. ·. Wheri a' Clerk is 'appoint~d. all the.book.s, '!lli11utes 
etc, belonging to' the. Clerk,· shall· i rrimediately be,: deliver-... , __ ,,,,,,, .. 

ed. t' 0 h' b l . ' . :.d, o' . ·o ... ,, ... '' . ' ' : . ' .. . nn y 111:':) r.r ....... -._.c ...... ss r . . -·. 1 ·.• .• ,,-; .. j•:··:· .-.·f;-~ _ .,.,., 
· .. ·, ', ·. . ·,-·<,.•l'.:;,·--

· · 8 · · ur11 e·· ·l 1. "· b" ~ "m ~s · 11" ~ .,~ "a"'y "· commr·t •ee of not • ¥\' ... . v· 'G .... ..Jl J • <.,::::...,~..:>Jo.. " ,_ .. ,..::NJ 1 , . Li ~ ~ . 

less than three male members, well:acquai~ted with busi- · 
•."<·-'··• · .. , .•. •'·- '·,··,,•, '•' ._-,,._,•;,•J.'i·'•!lo; 

·. n2ss,shall be'appointed, whose.duty it shall be togivead-
- '' . . ' ' ' ' ., ' ' . - ' . "'- ' .. _. '. . ' . 

• . : 'vice to bretheren who apply : to them rela:tiv'El to' 'cases of 
i "- . ' ·•. .. ,, ........ '-· '". ,.,,, I' 

... dealing~ etc., with the ch]Jrch .. ,.,.,. · .•. ' ' "·: ... ! ' •:,;;;:· 
- ' ' . ' • ' ' ' . .. • -. - ~ ' . • ., . "., ) ~ .- 1 ~ -~ .: ; - " 

· · · ·· 9. · The church shalL hold ·q, t:wo days meeting, 'em-
. ' ·····--·· '>)•''' 

·bracing,· Saturday and the .LI":.rd;s day following, the ·first 
.··,' • . ; ; : ·_. .. . ' ,-,. .•• , .••.•.•. 1 .'. ~-·.:~7_; •• 

· · ,)f whrch- shall b3 :the :ragJhr tim~ .of,c)nf~r21 ~J ..... ·· .. ·· .. · 
; ~- :' ~ _· . . . '. ' . - . ' ' ' ' . . .· - • . " • ·-' ; / l' t .i i l. J ~ y ~ - • i ' - ' 

. · 10. · It shall be the duty of cv,ery· member,, male and 
- ....... ,, ... , .. , 

female, to attend each. conference, if ,they' can,for ori 'that. 
,'. •' ; - ,.. • ·- '· ·-1 ,' _.,.---.•• ; -' j '):: 

... day the pastor. is expected ito instruct the church in·. a spe-.... . . ' '~-·· , ..... ·- -·--;;, -~- .. 
' , ' • ' ; I ' ' ( ' ' ' • ' .- .. _ •- ' '•' • - ' / • ' !_ • ' 
- . . ' ·- . ' ' : ' ' - -.. ' l . : ,_ . t - ' • • 

' •\ ' '- '; '_.' {" '- •. : ~ ; ' ' ' ' .•.• q - ., 
',.1 ':<1 . 

• 

• 
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cialmanner by giving plain and po:nte:i lc3sons on doc-
trine, . discipline and rules of holy living. · . . ' . 

· · · 11; Any male member who shall fail to· attend thrcJ 
successive conferences, and any member who may bJ gen · 
erally remiss in attending meetings of the ciiurch, accord
ing to the covenant (Article IO) shall ·be cited to appear 
in conference and answer for his conduct, >but the churc)l 

,, ,, , ... ' . ' 
may exempt ·members from this if necessary.·· . 
. . .. . 12. Conference shall be opened and conducted as fol

lows;lst. Prayer, unlessdivine service has just baan con
ciuded and generaily then, 2nd. Invite visiting bretheren to 
seats· with us. 3rd.· Open the · door . for ttle reception. of 
members. 4th:. Call for absentees. 5th. For acknwoledge
ments. 6th. For ref.:rences or. deferred bu::>iness. 7th. For 

.-matters of dealing which are in. order to ce>me . before the 

. church, 'bth. For miscellaneous business. . · · . 
. 13. ; Visiting bretheren called in as help from othu 

churches shall be allowed tovote. . · . • , 
. . ' . 

· · · ·. · 14. An orderly member of the B:J.ptistchurch which 
,' : . . - ' ' . . ' 

does not hold this church in fellowship, may be. received 
·into this·church without a letter wnen it is made <:~.pparent 
that his' ehristian c:mracter is unapproachable, and that he 

. ' 

· hasapplied for a letter and could not obtain it because he 
wan ted to· join thi.:> or some sister church. All · other per-
sons must join by letter or baptism. · · . 

" 15. We receive members by experience and baptism; 
> • • 

. on confession of faith, by letter, or restoration. . . 
16. When the Moderator calls for absentees, the clerk . ' - . ' . . 

shall infol'm the church what male members have been 

- ' 
.absent from three successive conferences, and the Mod-
·era tor shall appoint some brother or bretheren .to cite each 

'·. of them to the next conference. · · 

. 17: No member shall be expelled unless he has been 
'cited verbally, or in writing to attend his trial; provided 

his residence be known to t.1e church. 
18. When a witness, not a member of the church, is 

introduced, he shali not be examined until the que3tion 
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. - . . . . . . . 
has been put to the church; "Will you. hear the testimony 
. f th' . ?" ; . . .. · o · IS witness.· . . · · 

' ' .. 

. ·.. 19 'Il:.e evidence·in ;every case of dealingand acknow1 . 
edgemen t slwil be minuted in the church book: .. '· ... · .. 

\ '- . ' ' : . ' ' . 
. -" .·.· ' .;· , .. ~ _- ·. ,:) -,- ...... ··.- ',- '--~·-~ --. 

20 Members dkmissed . frpm __ th~ . church by letter 
who become. disorderly,. or continue. to hold their letter 
without good reas~n, shall be cited to conJer~nce to answer 
fo1· their conduct. · · · · · · • 

. 1 2l, .. expelled members may be. restored to 'fellowship 
0.1 their petition, if their walk since expulsion ·has convinc 
ed the church that they have sincerely repented .·of their 

. . . 

former evil 
22. A vote shall not b-e taken on any question with

out a move and second, and on all important questions the · 
vote shC\11 be taken by rising to the feet. 

23. No motion shall be 'made while a move and a sec
ond is b2fore the COi1ferencc. · 

• 2'1, . It shall be considered disorderly for a member to 
absent himself :from conference when an important ques 

· tion IS to be decided: but a member, upon his request. may 
be exempted by-the church from voting on either side in 
peculiar cases. 

25. No member shall leave the house during confer 
ence without a sufficient excuse, nor engage in con versa 
tion or whispering, without being subject to be. called to 

• 

order by the Moderator. 
~6. ·All discussion in conference must be conducte:1 

with calmness and good reeling. Those who speak must 
· rise to thc.i1· feet and keep to the point in debate. 

27 .. No one shali speak more than three times on same · 
subject w; t bout penniFsion or th•2 Moderator nor shJ 1! the 
rt-m:trb of any one b2 unresJnably long. · 

28, ·When the Mod:orator t;peak he must nominate 
some brother as Moderator in his f:-tead . 

• 

• 
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··-· _, ___ -.. . '·--- - •' - _. ' . ' ' ' 

2~. No one shall be interrupted_whii~ sJ1-ealong, un-
less it b; necessary to call him to order. •.•.. . 

30. We believe it to be· the duty of the church tc 
co:rniui.icc.te wa;;h the saints' fent as often as the church 
sees fit the expenses paid by the church. . 

31. .Members not in good standing·. shci~Jld not com
mune. bJt th·~ a.Jn1inistration should noLbe deffered ac 
count of any ordinary matter of dealing. . . 

,. ' - - ' . " -· .~ -

··-• ··_ 32 Public fasting, humiliation •. · and prayr shall ·be 
oi>ser,ted on proper occasions .. 

32. The Decorum may be altered or admenderl by a 
two-thirds vote of the memlers present at any· two suc
cessive Monthly conferences. 
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____ ..c.__:_;:__·.:_· I _: . --1 .. . . .. -----·... ----- --------
Hinson. _____ ~·.:~ Gerieva, 1\la~-----.-- M. C .Pippin _____ )MonroeSimmons, Graceville, Fla_!-I-
Bulal• ____ ~_ .· _c,'Jackson Fla. _________ W. NL Duncan ___ !James Tindell, Graceville' Fla __ _ 
Christian Home~_'Geneva, Ala.________ L. Pate ______ _/J. C. Retherford Black, Ala· _____ _ 
Soring HilL ----~~!Holmes Fla __________ A. L.. Pate _______ H. W. ?dears, Bonifay, Fla _____ _ 

· il~acedonia .. cc ________ c_._ _____ ,_ ____ A. L. Pate _______ ,J. Ellis, Caryville, Fla _________ _ 
Shi!oh, ____ ,_: ___ Washington Fla. ____ \V. N Dixon ______ !A. L. Sheffield.----~------------

. Chri~:tain home_.:~ Washington, Fl:l. _ -" _ H. Foxworth ____ -I ____________ -.- __ c ________ -c-- __ __ 

• Ouioi1 Hiii_ ______ ,Geneva, Ala. ________ . L. Simmons ___ !J. W. Butler, Slocomb, Ala, _____ _ 
Inf::mtRest ~---·, Y.'ashington Fla ____ D. p· Mathews ___ [.J. F. Morris. Chipley Fla __ "~----
B~thel .-~----~-~c-; G~ne:r\;\Ia. __ ;c____ I:; Si~monL-IW. R. Kirkland, Hartford, Ala ____ _ 
Loert) .. --------- \\ ,lshm: .• on, Fla ___ D. r. TILthcws ___ ,A. J. Dykes _______ " ____________ _ 

. St. PauL _______ ~~-~--->--'~------ .. --~- A. n. Nelson.----1-------- ---------~--·-------------
P~nther<~r··ck ___ Geneva, Ala.~-------[. S. Se!lers ___ : __ (C·f· Har_dy. Slocom!J. Ala. _____ _ 
I-I_lckon· l··ove_~-' Rutle~\ 1\la --_;-------!'C .. T. Tho.n_1as. --'-IJ \f She_fteld, Georgtana, Ala ___ _ 
Pme Chapel_ •. , ___ \Vashmgton, l•la. ___ J\V.N, Dtxon _____ ,J. L. Sbson, \Vcst.day, Fla _____ _ 
New_.Home __ -____ WashinQton, Fla ____ \G. B Jenkins _____ ;o. 0 Bar-ton, Caryville. Fla __ , __ _ 

. Pin~y Grove~---- Washin~ion, Fla ____ l\. B. Nel:;on_ ----!T. D' Owe.ns, Chipleyf."la _____ , __ 
.\nttoch __________ Genva, ALa ________ ,J. C.EldrJge ______ ,George Wiley, Gracevllle, Fla ___ _ 
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