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.‘Of the 27th Annual Sessmn of the leerty F ree-Wlll.

Baptlst Assoc:atlom Convened With Pmey Grove
' Church Duncan Fla Oct |23 A D. |9l5

Pmey Greve Church, Duncan Fla Oct 1 2and3 1915

FRIDAY MORNING

Intreductery Seérman by Rev D P Matthews
Adjourned for dinner. - -

L AFI‘ERNOON SESSION

| Asseclatlon called to order by former Moderater, and opened
Wwith scripture leeson smgrng and prayer,

| After T. D. Owene was made. ¢letk pré tem, the Mederate'r |
| called for letters from the churchea .

The following churches and delegates were enrolled"
Unien Hill-=C. Hardle, J..D Pate,
Pilgrims Guide—Joe Liemieux, Mltchell LemleUX
Anticch—G. A. Register, O. C. Cooper.
St. Johns—J. A. Andeérson, H. ‘W. Mears.

Poplar Head—J: H: Chestnut; N. E Cuaestnut. -
Spring Hill-J. L. Andereen, Charley Pett:e

. Hinson—-George Ureey

| Chrletlan Home—-J. W. Ress,H M McCrene |
'Panther Creek—*electedG C Regere B D Petera.
St, Paul—C. C. Clemmene Jas. Reynolds.
Finey Grove—-—’[‘ D. Owens,J A. Johneon :
Bethel—elected W. J. Petérsod, J. G. Watson. o
'leerty—represented by Reév. D. P. Matthews .

When house was orp:amzed A. L Pate was choﬂen for Moderaa |

tor and A. B. Neleen, Clerk.

N Recewed petltlonary letter from Red Hill ChUrch for memher_ | .
~ ship in this association.” Chitrch was teceived by giving its delegate,

:I R. Barefoot, the right hand of fe"OWShlp by the Association:
~ Calléed for correspondents ffom sister Associations. -

-----

The following brethren Were preee nt from Salem: Revs. J Ta.
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Knight, J. C. Eldridge, N. E. Rudd and W. D. McKeithen, Bro. I.
P. Finch. Later Revs. J. L. Robinson and J. C Rudd came. |
The Moderator appointed the following committees: '

| Divine Service—~H. W, Mears, J W. Johason, A. D.: Peters
.. €. G. Waters, G. W. Ursury. |

_ ~J. L. Anderson succeeded W. A. Elmere on Ex;ecutlve Commit-
tee.

- On Reeelutlens—T D Owens, J. C Eldrldge, W. D. Me-
Kelthen, W. N. Dixon, J. A. Anderson. |
On Suggestions—N. E. Rudd, H. M. McCrene,T Lemleux, O,
C. Cooper €. C. Clemmons. |
On Finance—G A. Reglster T. D O"WEI]S J. M. Reynolds.
" On Obituaries—J. T. Knight, J. R Barefoot, J. W. Ross.
o On Temperance—A, B, Nelson, W D. McKeithen, D. b
- Matthews, W. A. Davis. | ® |
| 'On Sabbath Scheole-—-W D. McKelthen C. W Pettls D P.
Matthews. | .
Cerreependmg delegetes to Salem Aeeeclatton—D P. Matthews
A. B. Nelson. s - -
To State Line—W. N. DI}{OH
Report of Committee on Divine Service, read and adopted
Business Session adjourned for the day.
. Preaching service at night conducted by N. E. Rudd fol]ewed
| -by W N. Dmen. Text: Rom. 5:19 and 1 Cor. 15:22.

SATURDAY MORNING.

At 9 [ eleck, preachmg by W C. Dev:s from St. Luke 14: 18
Closed by Bro. T. Lemieux.

At 11 o’clock, J. C. Eldridge preached Text Rev. 10:17. |
Congregatlen dismissed until 1:30 p. m. -

- AFTERNOON SESSION

Association called to order byModeretor.

- Beaulah churck reported out of order. The following commit-
mittee was appointed to visit Beaulah and aid her in getting rlght
viz: -W. C. Davis, G. W Owens, G A, Reglster, J. A, Anderson,
H. M McCrone.

REPORT OF TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE

Whereae, Tobacco using in any form is a poisonous, injurious
. and expensive habit, we urge, as a duty we owe ourselves and chil-
- dren, that all Freewill Baptists try to bring up our. chlldren without
this habit fastened on them, |

_ 2nd., Whereas, Our temperence brethren of Eecembla County
‘have, just tried to stop the sale of strong drink in their midst and fail-
ed. And, whereas; our last legislature has just failed by a close vote
to give us State-wide prohizition. And, whereas; it i3 reported that
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the whiskey people have threatened to spend a half million dollars to
defeat prohibitionist candldatee to our next legislature. Therefore;
be it | | o .

- Resolved, That we rise up as one man and eupport men who
will go to our legisiature and do for us what the last legislature of
our sister State, Alabama, has done for that commonwealth—etop -
the sale of strong drink, the devil’s weapon. L |

Touch not, taste not, ‘handle not. '- S
. | A B. NELSON Chalrman.
- Read and adopted

= REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.

B 1st. That this' Association shall have a committee on the |
atandmg of her churches and ministers, whose daty it ahall be to re-
port to this body at each session. S
’ 2nd That we have an Examlmng Councll Whose duty it shall
~be to examine ministers as to proficiency who shall apply for ordination,
| 3rd. That each minister make an annual. report containing
number of miles traveled, sermons preached, members recelved and
- how much money received or paid out. | -
4th. That each church send value of church and church prOp-

erty, and amount paid pas.or during year., -
. 6th. That the 9th Artitle of the Associational Decorum be
changed to read as follows: ¢‘No church shall retain a mlmster or

deacon who drmke or deals inintoxicating beverages.

T. D. OWENS Chalrman. |
Read and adopted

. REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OBITUARIES.

- We find that God has seen fit to remove from our ranks several
brothers and sisters, whose loss to us means their *gain, we

think. As He knows best, we eubmw to Hle w1ll The total num-

b.r of. deathe is 11.
J. T KNIGHI‘ Chrlrman.

Report read and adopted with amendmente.
List of deceased members: |
. Union Hill lost Bro. G. E. Blount, April 22 1915 and . Sleter
- Callie Goodwin, August 8, 1915. Both of them were falthful mem-
bers of our church.
"~ Poplar Head lost Sleter Eliza Lacey, Nov, 30 1914 age T4
,years. She was “‘faithful unto death.”” o o |
Spring Hill, one, name unknown. .
Hinson, one, name unknown. -
Piney Grove, one, name not on ]etter
Bethel, one, name not sent.

- REPORT OF COMMITTE ON SUGGESTIONS,
Our beloved brother, Rev. W. N. Burke, departed this hfe thle

. -

Bt ol W




| | o | - S S

| - year; agéd 63 years, | asking in his dying testimony for some . gdod

- ~minister to take his church which he had been eervrng -and carry on

the work for the Lord. . -
Essential part of the report of the (Jomtmttee on Suggeetlons |

Each church haying forty- members or less, shall be entitled to two -

de]egatee, and shall be entitled to one addltlonal delegate for every
| twenty members excedmg forty. |

- W. C. DAV_IS, Cha‘irma_n. -
Read and adopted | s -
" REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS

We beg that the réport of 1914 be adopted. The 1914 report:
‘“We recommend that each church have a Sunday School. We con:
sider lt the children’s church. The Sunday School is the church at
work ‘aceording to our understandmg of the Bible. We do humbly
beg the a1d of the entlre aasomatlon in thid great and 1mportant work:
- | - C. W. PETTIS Chalrman
" Reid and adopted.
| o Report of Commlttee on Dmne Service was’ adopted
REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE |

We report for minutes and assoclatlonal purposes ihe followi
contrlbutlons by the churches -

~ Piney Grove.............. teesiressesesteratsssaresnearestinnse ravstrere seubess verenn$2 OU
St. Pall..icciiveciiinnecnreineeiorisinessreessessecesessasnsessesees sossasse sssesssess 1 00
Chrletlan Home...coiee.vinnne. reisvesnes ssssesserocen teeshrenses eesidresesss savele 1 60
" Pilgrim’s Guide....oves ceeinnanns tenee seesns certeteesaes seresssssensenes ‘oarereans 100 -
Hinson ............ reteseirttessntanessetescenasaon sanserne sesseesse sesserssesssncesers 2 00
Poplar Head....‘....;'.;.;.r.'..“.'.....'._...';..'...,;....'. cereeteresesssessensinevevessineees 1700
SE, JOMNE...vvvvvssesssoseosssssosss sossosn oosoosmmsoeiomsseseesssssne soeoss 1 50
Union Hill vo.cei voeersiniviniies serverie seevsees cvsevssssseianessnnes sereenenss 1 00
Spring Hill besnnaiedh iibeiiitesiiesienaienes as saesensessees cor cerireseriessasansece 1 00
Red Hill........ ceresesee . enees reicsoncensase sessesss brerissesiesnrerses secesasontene 65
Panther Creek ..................................................................... 1 50
Bathel ........ .. B S tievasensinnes vorserse secuse sies P 2 00
ANtIoCh veverinireienee s s veareeee sessesienes Cranes vane. 2 00
Total from Churches...... ...... orrsres vonneiiii venniitest ceesed18 25
Balance in Treasurer 8 hands.iiiiiciiiiisieeieniisiiniiites ciceiecsessiiie 2 80
Collectlon...... eesrerioenses seseesessoeniitiistsiehoiseite Veriitiiiiiesnsiniiiaiabanies 185
TOtAl ciiirriieeeersoeicrensanroccersasroniaassssoressssreenses sonvs .. 922 40

G. A REGISTER Ghalrman. |
Read and adopted

 The next session of this Assoclation was voted to hold with
Chrletian Home Church, 4 miles south of Hartford; Ala. Introduc-

tory Sermon by W C. Davrs. |
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The next Union Mettmg is to hold with Red Hill, one-half mile
west of Miller’s Ferry, Fla. Introductory sermon by N. E. Rudd.

RESOLUTION OF THANKS.

We, the messengers and delegates of this Association, tender
our heartfelt thanks to the church and citizens nearby for the hospi-
tality shown us during our stay among them, and especially do we
thank the good ladies, upon whow the heaviest burdens fell in pre-
- paring such a bountiful spread for our sustenance, and we pray God’s
richest blessings upon all. Adopted from last year’s minutes.

It was ordered that the clerk have §7 50 for his eervmes

Business session adjourned.

Preaching Saturday night by J. L. Rebnson followed by J. C.
Rudd.
Sunday at 10 a. m., Rev. J. T. nght preached from text in
- Heb., 9:23.

Sunday at 11 a. m, A, L. Pate preached from II Tml,

A collection of $10 67 was made to aid Rev. W. N. Dlxon in
caring for bis afflicted daughter. | :

The Association then adjourned. |
REV. A. L. PATE, Mederator
A. B. NELSON, Clerk and Treasurer.

ORDAINED MINISTERS.

J. L. Simmons, Slocomb, Ala ; I. S. Sellars, Slocomb, Ala ; A.-
L. Pate, Bonifay, Fla ; W. N, Dlxen, Miller's Ferry, Fla.; W. A.
Hardy, Graceville, Fla D P. Matthews, Soutbport, Fla.; H. W,
Norris, Hartford, Ala.; H. F. Yates, Curyville, Fla ; A. B. Nelson,
Bonifay, Fla,; T. E. Roae, Hartford, Ala.; G. M, Hardy, Newton,
Ala.; O. C. Davle, Slocomb, Ala.; Thos. Lermeux, Southport, Fla.;
S. M Tindell, Slocomb, Ala. -0 f |

LICENSED MIN[STERS
Alvin Pettle, Bonifay, Fla.
N ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Introductory sermon.

Call for correspending letters and enrolling names of delegatee. '
Organize by electing Moderator and Clerk.

Call for petitionary letters, -

Call for cerreepondente from sister Aeeeclatlone

Appoint committees.

Appoint correspondents,

Reading of ¢ rresponding letters.

Hear reports of committees.
O Mlscellaneeue business.
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'ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUM

1. The Association shall be composed only of churches in good

standing, and Bhall be called together by ‘the .Moderator of the last
session if present.

2. The Aeeccmtlon shall be Opened and closed by prayer.
3. The Moderator and Clerk of the last session shall officiate

until another Moderator and Clerk are elected.

4. It is the duty of the Moderator to receive and submit sll
motions to the body, and see that order is preserved.
5. The Moderator and Clerk shall be elected by nomination and

‘acclamation at each session of the Association.

. 6, This Associ.tion shall have a Treasurer and Executive Com-
mittee to be elected every two years.

7. No church will be considered in good standing that retairs

any member or minister who is known to practice bypnotism.

8. That no member shall be considered in good standing that
officiates in the rites of matrimony where either of partles have di-
vorced except for fornication.

~9. No church shall retain e mlmster or deacon who drinks cr

"deals intoxicating beverages.

10. That no church shall be cen51dered in good order that does
not commune and wash feet at least one time a year, and, further,

~ that each church be required to state in their corresponding letters us

to whether this ordinance has been kept or not.

CHURCH DECORUM

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at last conference
in Aeeocxatwn year, or if they prefer, may choose a pastor for an in-
definite length of time to continue from year to year 8o long as he
may deem it proper to keep up the connection. |

- 2. When it becomes necessary a pastor may be chosen at any

other time, but if the choice be made at a special Conference, the

time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the church,

3. The pastor shall be moderator of church, but when he is
ebsent or does not tit as moderator, being present, some suitable
brother shall be appointed in his place. |

4 There shall be two or more deacons in the church .whose |
duty it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of ali

. contributions made for pastor, ete, and-to distribute the bread and

wine in the adminristration of the Lord’s Supper. .
5. ‘Lhe deacons shall also take notice of such members ag’ re-
fuse or neglect to partske of the Lord’s  Su'per, and endeavor to
ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid before the church con-
ference if necessary. | |

6. Seme suitible member shall be appointed clerk. and it shall
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" be his daty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to -

- the business of the church and to preserve a file of the mmutes of
- the Association, , o
| 7. When a clerk is appointed, all the books, mmutee, ete., be-
longmg to the clerk shall be immediately turned over to him by hls
- predecessor. . .
"~ 8, When it becomes necessary, a committee of no less than
three mals members, well acquainted with business, shall be appoint-

ed, whose daty it shall be to give advice to brethren wh9 apply to

them relative to cases of dealing, etc, with the church.

O, The church shall hold a two daye meeting embracing Satur-
day and the Lrd’s Day follo'mng, the first of whlch ehall be the reg-
u'ar time for conference.

10, It shall be the duty of every member, male and female, to
attend each conference, if they can, for on that day the pastor is ex-

pected to instruct the church in a special manner by giving plain and

pointed lessons on doctrine, discipline and rules of holy living.

- 11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three successive
~ conferences, and any member who may be generally remiss in at-
tending m2aetings of the church, according to the covenant (Artlcle
10), shall be cited to appear in conference, and answer for his con-
~duct, but the church may exempt members from this if necessary.
| 12 Conference shall be*opened as follows: ®irst, prayer,
unless divine service has just been’ concluded, and generally then;

second, invite visiting brethren to seats with us; third, open the’
- door for reception to mamYers; fourth, call for absentees; fifth for
. acknowledgments; sixth, for references or deferred business; sev-

enth, for matters of dealing which are in order to come before the
chureb; eighth, for miscellaneous business, -

13, Visiting bretiren called in ag help from other churches_

shall be allowed to vote.

- 14, Anordinary mern‘)er of the B;ptlst church which does not
hold this church in fellowship, may be received into ‘this church
without a letter when it is made apparent that his christian charac-
ter is unapproachable and that he has applied for a letter and could
not obtain it because he wanted to join this or some elster church.
All other persons must join by letter or baptism.

15 We receive members by experience and baptlsm on con-
fesslon of faith, by letter or restoration

16. When the moderator calls for absenteee the clerk ehall in-

form the church what male members have been absent from three
successive conferences, and the moderator shall appclnt some brother
or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference.

- 17. No m~mber shall be expelled unless he has been cited vef-

.'53"5': or in Wl'ltlﬂg to attend h,s trul provided his residence be
known to the church - :
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18. Whenawrtnese ncta member of the church. is mtrc-_

'duced he shall not be examined until the questmn has" been put to

the church ““Will you hear the testlmcny of the w:tnese 77

19. The evidence i in every case of deallng and ackncwledge- |
ment shall be minuted in the church book,

20, Members dlsmlssed from the church by letter who become

dlsorder]y or continue to hu]d their letter without gocd reason shall -
be cited to conference to answer for their conduct.

21. Expelled members may be restored to fe]lowehlp on their
petition, if their walk since expulsron has convineced the church that
they have sincerely repented of tbelr former ev:l |

22, A vote shall not be taken on any quesuon wrthout a move

- and second, and on all 1mp0rtant quest:cns the vote shall be taken.
- by rising to the feet. -

23. No motion shall be made whrle a mcve and a second 1 is be-'

- fore the confereuce,

24. It shall be ccnsldered dlsorderly for a member to ubsent
himself from conference when an lmportant qiestion i3 to be decided;
but a member upon his request may be exempted by the church from B

_' vctlng on either side in pecuher cases.

- No member shall leave tha hcuee durmg conference with-
cut a suﬂiclent excuse, nor engage in conversation or whispering,
without being subject to be called to order by the .moderator.

26  All discussion in conference must be conducted with calm-
Jess and gocd feeling. Those who epeak must rise to their feet and
keep to the point in debate. = -

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same sub-

| ject wnthout permission of the moderator, nor shall the remerks of
. any one be unreasonably long. |

28. When the moderator epeake he must ncmmate some

brcther as moderator in his stead. - - ~
| 29. No one shall be mterrupted whlle epeukmg un]eee it be

" necessary to call him to order.

30. We believe it to be the duty of the church to communicate,

- .~ wash the saints’ feet as often ag the churcb pees fit, the expenses to
' be paid by the church. o | |

. 3L, Members not in good etandmg should not commune, but
the admlmetratlcn ehould not be defe.lred on account cf any ordinary

- ‘matter of deahng

32. Public fasllng, humlllatlon and prayer eha]l be observed on

~proper occasions.

83 The Decorum may be altered or amended by a twc thirds

-vote of lhe members present at any two successwe mcnthly con-

ferences.
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ARTICLES OF FAITH.

1. We believe there is but one living and true Ged, whose '.

name is Jehovah, the maker and ruler of the universe.

9. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are

“all things, and by whom salvation is made secure.

3. Wae believe that in the beglnmng, Gol made man upnght
and placed him in a state of holiness under the laws of his maker, but
by a voluatary trenagressnn of his own he fell frorn that hely and
‘happy state.

. 4 We beheve that no man ehell suf‘fer in hell for the leck of
Christ. - ‘
: 5. We belteve that the holy ecrlpturee are tbe word of God
and they are the only rale of faith an| practice.

| 6. We believe that sinners are drewn to God the Father by the
- Holy Ghost through Christ his son. -
| 7. We believe that good workers are the frults of fd.lth and

| faith without works is dead.

8. We believe that the bleasings oE eelvetlon are made free .

and attainable by all mankind. -
9. We believe that Commemerat:on and Feet Weshmg are
the ordinances af Christ, and immersion only i3 baptism.

10. We believe that all chrlstlans should unite in performing
the sacrad ordinances. -

11: That the end of the World is’ epproechlng when Christ will
descend from Heaven aud raise the dead from their graves to final -
‘retribution; that a solemn-separaticn will then take place, the rlght-
eous being adjudged to everlasting happiness and the wicked to end-

less punishment, and this judgment will fix forever the final state of

~men in heaven or hell, on principles of righteousnesas.



s \ = T T———V . ___z’ e I
N .
. =§1 s_,;’-'g‘ RIS
_ i 0 M | . . o '
-- | . 5:7.55355'“5 >
.CHURCHES CO. & STATE ~PASTOR - |. Clerks and Their P. O. 'ﬁ s E SIS 5 E
. L ' - o A | | ol =N o B |
. [l o el g — =
. ' >l ] bl e 4] — c |
- o OB |1FAID] =] A
Piney Grove........ .|Washington, Fla{A. L. Pate..... ... T. D. OWens Duncan, Fla. ;5!.4 4 187 1 171 4
St. Paul .............. Washington, Fia.[N. E. Rudd ........ E RCIemmons Vernon Fla 3 - 1 | 260 2
Christian Home...|Geneva, Ala......... A. L. Pate......... D M Hughes, Hartford ‘Alg12] 4 | 5 4 9 148 2
Pilgrims Gulde .|Bay, Fla..... ...... D. P. Matthewe...|Qcie Dearlnger S.’Pt. Flal28l13l14] & |26 66 1
. Hinson .............. Geneva Ala ........ J. L_Slmmons..;... H S Boyett, Slocum, Ala...i122] 4 1 4 1 101 |
St. Johns ............ Holmes, Fla........1J. L. Robinson..!J H Andersoo Bomfa F‘lo b N 12& 3 .
Spring Hill ........ Holmes, Fla........|A. L. Pate......... J L Anderson, ‘“ 1 1['21 111°4 1) 54 4
Antioch .............. Geneva, Ala......... A. L. Pate.........\d R D Reg lster Graceville| 9] 6 1 1y 1| 1 110f 1
Poplar Head ........ Washington, Fla|A. B. Nelson... [N E Chesnut Bomfay, Fla| 3| 3| 1| 1
Union Hill............ Geneva, Ala ........ J. L. Simmons.....\W H Toole, Slocum, Ala..| .5} & 41 3 49 1
PantherCreek ...... Houston, Ala...... H. W. Norris...... WH Peters, Slobum, Ala |9 2 | o |
Bethel ......... .. ....|\Genevs, Ala ....... G. M. Hewrdy...... J.R Bradley, Hartford Alal 71 7 Lt 55 1
Red Hill............... Washlngton, Flai......... e ireseeansees J R Barfsot, Vernon, Fla|...l.. l...loobo bt eiead veeennnns
Macedonia............[Not Represented |.......c. covviveiiieinre cvvviviiniiinies cvicennienne sevnedf senfesdvn o ol (PO RN (PN IO O
- Bulah ......... eeerenes Not Represented |..c..covveviiiiiiiilois vl vvieviseiniaisioes corvnscnasssssnsssns on 1..-- R D U SRR
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