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. ·· . The ~Thirtieth AnnuaLSession of the Liberty Free-Will Bap.; ·_ 
.. tist,Association. convened.with.SLJohn Church. Bonifay.- Holmes : . · 

County, .Florid:i-,1 October.31:.and ·November:J .. and.2.;· A:D. :1918. · ·• · 
r 

' . ' . . 
THURSDAY MORNING,, 11.00 o'clock •.. 

~ . ,• ' 

--. - I~troductonr sermon by Rev. A~-.:1..-.,Pate. · 
' ... 

• 

·Adjourned for . .refreshments: · · · · 
' . ' ' ' . • 

-
' . . i 

THURSDAY. AFTERNOON· 
. . 

SESSION 

• 

.. 
··Association convened at 2.30 ;and called:to.order-.. bY•·former · 

Moderator.A.,L. Pate •. and-.read.Scrivture Lessen from .23d Psalm;.-· 
Prayer by J. H. Chestnut.. After electing .. G~'~B..·Martin· clerk pro . 

··· · tern. the. Moderator.: called for_corresponding)etters ·from· sister .· 
. churches ,and .the.fcillowing. churches :and ,delegates ·were enrolled. 

Spring-:_Hill J:.T;'Birge, J:H. Mears, J; R.Retherford": 
Poplar Head ~ L: W. ;Johnson; J:H."Cliestnut.·., . • •. . 
Liberty T:·M~':Hall;.:R:L. Simmons; • · .. · · _· ' ·. . .. · 
·E. D. Miller. Moderator ,appointed ·A. B.' Nelson to raed letters :";~. 

and ·letter·from·Spring·HilJ;received and delegate seated: from , 
. Poplar .. Head .. received. and dcleiate .seatd .. Letter. from cLiherty 

· read and. church was report~d:.out of.order, and,motion.carried to .. 
table letter untiL tomorrow. (Friday). . The,.Moderator. appointed_, . 

-. Committee on.Divine Service.as.follows: J:.T."Birge,.chairman. J;:: 
W. Nelson and M;, G:.Hall... . · · ·. · · : · 

·· · Adjourned until Friday 'morning. · . • 
• . . 

• 

. ' . 
. . ' . . . . .. . . . 

FRIDAYMORNING SESSION' . I 
• 

' . ' " ' --......____ ~ 
• 

' Called to order ·at· •11 ~·o'clock.1 • Preaching·'bY· :Rev.' iT. B; · J. 
· Hendrix from text ·Rev. 3 :18. Services closed 'by; ct B. Martin. . 

Dismissed for dinner uritil:l:30ip;m;:: -· .·. ·. · · · · _: • . . ·· 
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2 ._· THIRTIETH·· ANNUAL. SESSION 
. ' . ' 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. 
-- I , • • 

· · Association convened at 1.30 arid called to order by Rev. A. L. 
Pate, and Scripture Lesson from I John, III- Chapter. Prayer by . 

- M. L. Hall. . · , 
· : P..roceeded to otganize by electing- G. B. Martin cierk. and.: A .. · 

· L. Pate. Moderator. The Moderator renewed the call for corres- .. 
, ponding letters and received Hinson with .·G. W. tJrsey, 'H. S. · . 

Boyett and A. M. Creel. St. 'John with J. A. Anderson, J. W. 
. Nelson,· M. L. Hall. J. W. Levins and G. B. Martin. · · • • 

-Letter. from Hinson received and ·deleg-ates. seated. Letter ·-·-
from St. John received and delegates seated. · · · ·. . 

· ·. A motion carried to take up the tabled Jetter from Libel'ty 

I . 

I 
I • 

' 
. 

. '_. ~ 
) c ' :; -·' ' ' . . and the following committee. was appointed to· investigate the 

condition of the church: T. B. J. Hendrix~ P.· F. Pate and ·J. H. ·· 
' ~ . ' •,' - ' 

r ' · ' . '.­

I 
. ' ' j· • 

,. - (. . 
. I 

.. 
' • 

. . . 

I . 

I _-

' ' - ' 

. I 
I 

. ·. . . l 
, • ,- I 

' 

I . . 1 

! 

i . . . I . 
. . 

' . 

Chestnut. --- . . · , ·· · · , · · · · 1 
. - . . ' .. . ' .. . ' . -

- The Moderator then appbinted committees as follows: .· .. · -.... 
_.• , • ' ' , .. - v , . ' .T ' -

•· · On Suggestions .. J. W. Nelson, J. T. Birge and G. W. Ursey . 
_. On' Resolutions. T. B. ·J. Hendrix, :L. W. Johnson and J. W. · ·· 

· Levins. · ... · · , _ . . · . . . . . _ .... 1 . -. · 
· On Finance. A. M. Creel and J. B. Retherford. 

·. · .. On Memorials. . . G.·. B: Martin a;;d. H .. s .. Boyett. . . . 
· ,, The Moderator called for' report of Oommitteeon Investiga- · 

tion who reported as follows: · -· · ·· · · · · . . · ;, · • · · 
-_··. ·.-We, your committee, deem Liberty Church outof·order, on 
aco!-mtof.reta.ining Rev. D.' P.

1 
Matthews,· ~rider an illegal trans­

.· action, .by havmg a Moderator of another fmth and order, and mot.. 
at· a regular l!lonthiy·meeting, and time of said. meeting not being. 
set at a regular monthly meeting of the .church. . . 1 . . • _ 

· T._ B. J. HENbRIX. Chairman. ·. · · . - . . . . ~,. . - ~' 
' ' .....__,...__._ ·-.· '· 

' 

· Report adopted, and delegates were allowed to make a state-
. -··' ment • concerning same. Motion carried that. if·_ Liberty. Church· .· 

· would rescind this action that the delegates should be seated and·. ·_ 
this leter'was received and said-delegates make ack'rtowledgemerit 

·- . and promise ·to rescind ·said act. ·. Motiori caried · that they . be 
; '·'Pd . ' I ' • . '. ' ' • • ··: • -' • ' • . ' ' . " 

_..-.,._. • •' - . ' ·, . I • • . 

. . Report of .Committee on .Divine Service called for,· which 
was as follows : . . : . ·. ,. . . . . . . . . .. . . 

That Rev. J;. H. Chestnut preach·Saturday at ll o'clock, .ap.d . , . 
. A. L. Pate. to· close . . . . · ··. · ~ .. · · ·.. · · 

-·· ,_:ounre tintifSaturday morning at 9.30 o'clo \:. ·· -·. · · 
• ' \ 
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FREEWILL BAPTIST CONVEN fiON . ' 

. 3 
. . . . . 

. 
·-· -- - . \ SATURDAY MORNING SESSION · 

. . 
'. . -Association con\"ened,·at 9.30:and was- calledtoorder by the 

.... ·· Moderator •. and Scriptural Lesson was read· from Romans VIII .. 
Prayer by B: F. Pate. '.· . . . · . · . :· · _ ·. · · 

, Motion carried to hear statement from Bro. B. F. Pate' of 
. Christian, Home church. ' (Statement rendered~) · . Upon his · 

statement· Christian Home· Church. was received_· and ·delegates 
sea ted · · · ; .·.· · . · · · · .. . . ·. · · ·. 

:- . ·St. Paul, rpresented. by J... W: .Nelson~ their -pa~tor,- by·. his 
statement,·. he making'· acknowledgement .. for .. the . church for. not 

· communing and washing feet any thne for this year, and motion . . . ' -~ .. -.-~ ' ' ' . . 
.. ·. carried to receive St; Paul. . · .. · . . . . · _ ·. . . . . . .· . . · 

· . East Pitman church asked for membership in the .Associa- ·. · 
tion by statement from Rev. 'T. B. J. Hendrix; ·. Motion 'carried. 

· · ... to receive it as a member, provided .they will send in their peti-. · · 
tionary letter together with their money for minutes to the clerk · .. 

. . this body~ ·· · · · · .. · . . ··" . . · • · . 
-._::. . . . 

Antwch, represented by statement from, G. W. Ursey. The 
· motion carried that' Antioch be received provided they will send · 

· · their letter and money for minutes to the Clerk. · ·.' .· · · .· · 
. . . •· Whereas, There was a committee appointed to sell .old Prov- · 

· idence · church -house, which -.·\vas sold for·. the . suin of $41'.00; .. 
. . Motion carried to place saidmoney in the treasury of the Associ-

ation, subject )to the. order of. the Association .. · . . ' · · · ·· 
Dismissed for ten niinut~s. · .. · · . · · · · . ·. •. 

· . :A•sodation convened :1t 11:00 o'clock.< -.. - . 
' · Prayer by Rev .. T. B. J. Hendrix.·· 'Scriptural' Lesson ·from . · · 

I John, Chapter III. Preaching by Rev. J. H. Chestnut; Closed · 
, by Rev. A. L. Pate> · · · _, · '· . ,. : • 1 

Dismissed . for dinner. '· · ···· 
. -. ' . .. ' 

· ... SATURDAY 4-FTERNOON . SESSION, 
·Association convened ·af2.oo o'cock.· .. · ·· ··· · ..... 

' · Song by 'congregation. Prayer by Rev.· A. L. Pate .. 
· The Moderatorcalled for report of committees as follows: 

. Report of Committee on S~giestions. 1st. We suggest that 
· the 33d ·article . of the Church Decorum be abolished. .2d. We 

. J • . 

suggest that each article in the · a~s1ciati )n·1l decoru ·n b'l strictly . 
·_ ·_ ·.abided hy each church, and failure to do so will be. found.· .. out of or 

· ~ , der with the Ass'ociation: ': . • · ' .. · • · · .·. _·.· . - - ' ' . 

' . ·.·. J. W.' NELSON, Chaii.-man . 
. Read and adopted. · ··- - · · · · · · ·. · · . . . . ' 
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THIRTIETH: ANNUAL SESSION·· ' ---

·.Report . of ~coininittee"-on··, Resolutioris.'- Reade and adopted · 
• 

. . We;your....committee,.beg~leave-to report as.follows: •... · ·· 
. ·.Resolved,: ;lst ... Tfiat.,alf' of.:our .. ministers . preach 'at· least~ one - ·. . · 

sermon a year on Doctrine. · 2d. · Tliat our ExecU:ti'\>'e Coinmittelh~ -~ ... ···• · 
be -.the• Committee.on: the. Standing. oLour:Ministers. ·. · . 

\ . . . . . . . T ... B ... J ... HENDRiv . ·ch . · 
. . . . . · · · . . . · • ~ ~ . • .A..... . airman. __ · 

- - ~-"'- ' .. .. -. . 

·, Report ~f~Coinmitte~ on Sunday Schools ... Read and adopt~d~ · ·.-
· · ·.· We, your committee, beg leave to report as for lows: .· . . · · . . 

• That,,' as' according ,to::statistics !,there' are· more conversions.. - ; ·· 
and ~additions) to:: theochurchtthrough:.theirlSabbath: Schools than • · . ·· · .. 
from ··any; other.:'source;c,arid.,:Whereas, out: churches. have not.. . . .· 

- derived much profit through this valuablerhistitution~onaccourit •·. . .· · 
· of·tlreir.; negligence\andr:carelessness,.to organize) and. conduct· the . . . · 

Sabbath: Schoob· Tlierefore,. :be:·Jit:;Resolved;; by:preachers; dea- ... · 
· cons:andJaymen;:.thabwe:endeavor . .to organize·. Sabbath Schools ·· . ,·, 
in::each of:our churches.:;, Prov.,14:23.says: "InallJabor;ther(ds; · · 
profit." · · . • . Respectfully submitted, . . . . . 

-----
1 · A. R NELSON, Chairman. ' --. 

• 

' . 

· · Comittee, on 1 Finance reported ~as follows: · 
·. We, your Committee-on1Firiance report; as follows: We find· . . 

' 

... for·~minutes"and>l Associational' purposes; $8.90;• ·and, balance in_ , 
. treasury of·$4f.l0/making :a•-total of'$50;00 .. ••· .. · .. · · · · ·· ... · ' _ · 

Respectfully: submitted;·.. · · A.• M. ·CREEL~ Chairman. . /" _, - -
• 

' 
-Repo'i.-t of Committee on Memorials-'as. follows: · 

.· We find that God in his wisdom and love· has seen fit to remove ·. 
from·: our., midst, the rfollowing; brothers and ·sisters: . ., . From St. . .. 

· John:.: Sisters: Hester:'Hall •. Ann ... Gii>son •.. Mollie·:Gipson,:Equilla~. 
· Hall and · Mrs. Hewett. · .· From. Spring Hill~ .. Sisters. Mattie 
Strickland and Anriice Smith. ·From Hinson:Sister Mary Burnes. 
From Antioch: ·Sister· Leana ·Kirkland. · ·.·From Pimther. Creek: 

.. · Rev. c: ·J. Thomas:· From Liberty: One. name: unknown: .· · -
·•We will surely miss these:old:soldiers.of.the cross •. b1lt we·· 

feel that our··Ioss is· their: gain •. for heaven and .immortal .glory .. 
We know ;that, all things.-:work together for. good to' them· that 

· · love ·the . Lord. . · Respectfully, submittcn. . . · · 
I '_-- C.. • • 

. . .· · · . G. B. MARTIN;' Chairman ... 
Read and adopted. · · . · ' 

• 

- -._ 

. '- --. 
. ' 

" . ; 

. . . 

·- . .. ·- ----
.. ·. ·• The .next session of this Association will he held with Poplar.··· · . . .. 

Head Church, six ·miles southeast of ·Bonifay; .Florida:· on Thllrs- . . , .. 
day before ts·e first Sunday in November, 1919.· Rev: T.r'E:' Ross·· · •· · · 

· tc: preach the Introductory Sermou. and Hev. H. W. Norris his 
· alternate. · . · · · · · .. ... - -

-· ---
.. 
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. _ _ . ' · . , __ -·.. . FRf~~WILL ~APTI~T CONVE.N~ION) ' .. _ . : •_ - 5 •. 
. --_ The next Umon Meetmg will be held With Hmson church, 

. five miles northeast of Whitaker, Ala.~ on Saturday before the 
second Sunday in August. •· · ; _ •. · .. - \ · · · ·_ · _. •~ · · __ .... · . · _ · 

··· · G. R. Martin to preach the Introductory; A. L. Pate, his 
'alternate. · . . ' · _·. . ' · ·. . . . .·• . . _ , . . . ·• · 

. . .. ., . ·-•-·· · T.he Moderator appointed· delegates- to visit. sister Associa..: 
tions as follows: to Southeastern:. Rev. T. B. J. Hendrix and B. . · 

· F. ·Pate> .To Salem: G. B. Martin and M: L. Hall. To State Line, · · M -L ·. Ha· II . . · · . · . . . · .. . · · · . . · ' . . . : ~ _- . . . ' . ' . ' ' - - . . . ' ' · __ · ' 

· ·_. ·.· Motion:carrfed ·that· th~ ·clerk•have300 -~iimtesprinted ·and 
- that the clerk be paid $6.00 net for "his services .. ' · .. · .. ' ' ' ., . . - ' " . ; . ' . . . ' . - ' . - ' ,_ . ' 

·.· Motion 'carried· to ele?t th~ old . Executive Committe~ as 
· follows: W. A. Evans, chmrman,. J. L. Anderson, J. R. ,Bolen, B. 

T, Pate,'"and.G. B. Martin,,.clerk. .... · · , · · . .':. · .... 
· · · , >Bi:o: J: H. Chestnut and G. B. Martin were ordained thru · ' < 

a 'Fresbytety, 1consisting of A. B. Nelso·n an~ A. L. Pate. . · 
, · . . . ··· Aeolection of! $2.50 :Was raised to help Bro. G. B. Kirkland · 
· · . tb care for his helpless daughter. . · . . · · · . · · . . · · · '· · 

' • - . ' ' -· I , , 

.. ·. Upon motion and second· this Association do now adjourn~ · 
to meet with Poplar Head church on Thursday before .the first 

· Sundayin November, 1919.'. · · ~-· . . .. 
_., . . . . ' ~ . ---~-

..• . . .. , '· · A. ·L: PATE,· Moderator .. · · · ·-.. • 

, G. B. MARTIN; Clerk . 
' \ • ' 

\ • • ' ' 
' ' 

/ . . ' ' 

' .... · .. .. "· --
• ,_ ·: •• ,., .... '!"'- •. • J . -- . 

. ' - -_ .... - . ' ··-•. ' 

' .. 
" 

. ' ' ·. , - . - ' - ~' . . 
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· · : · Satm:day at 11 o'clock: J .. H. Chestnut. Text I· John 4:8. 
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. RESOLUTION OF THANKS i ...... 
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' . . . . -~·- ' - . 

. We, the messengers and delegates.that compose the Liberty· 
. Freewill Baptist Associatio·n wish to 'tender our hearty and .. sin-· 
. cere thanks to Saint Jdhn church and citizens nearby, .for their. 

hospitality shown us during our stay. among you, arid especially 
do we thank the good sisters.upon whom the heaviest burdens 
fell in' preparing for us such a ·bountiful . spread . for our :sus.:: . 

. narice, ·and may God's richest blessing~ rest· upon all.:of: .. them;·. 

' \",. 
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. and may he ever bleSS. 'them With .· plenteOUS. refreshmentS ,' and . I . 

guide therri.with his holy spirit through all corriing' life. . . . ·. · · · .. 
·.• ·Adopted 'by request of ·Moderator anl delegate~. . . · ·····.~. · -
.. ' . . . . · .: . , . . . By G. B. MiRTIN; 
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· · · · '·;-, Article L .The .Moderator, ·clerk, Treasurer, Executive 
!.'- Committee and· Home 1\{~ss'ion;.Boa~d shall .be elected· by ballot 

annually . . . " . . . . . . . . 
-~ .. ~~' • ' -~-~~'\ '.:.: .: '. ~ ",\\.: .. , .. ·· < ..... _._,_ ,' · .. ., ~- ''_ ,'::., 

•. . ' ' _,.~ ... 1.·'·· •. - ·''·· •., ' ~-).' ' •. - ,, ._ 

... ,; ,· Art. 2; Modm;atdrlshal ;preside; over the deliberations of 

. . . . 

. ' . 

, , ! :the· Association while in~s'es~ion; preserve·orderand' submit nio-
·. .. < ·, .. ti(ms and other matters. He shall·: have 'th'e same: IJ.ght 'to vote · · 
.. ·.' , ;<_'·.as . any. other .· memoer, a~d,: pro~ided ·the ,chair· .is.· occupiedPthe · · 

< . · · ·;same right ·of .speech. :: · .:,:· : ,•.c: ·. ,\ ·• · · · · .. ·· ·. I 
· .. _·.- ·---·:- , .. ·: __ ,.- . , ·,_,. -·•·' .. ,)·.: . .-.r-: j ··~:·.:., , ·-. , -, .. 
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, · ·.;~ ·r,;;,~ .. ~."'~Art. 3: i Every.' nio'tiol1 receiving a second shall be submit­
·. j. . :ted·to ;the body unless. withdrawn.· .. ' . . .··•· ... ·.·•· .. · . / . . . . - .. · .· •.. 
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' , ·/':· ,.: _ Art. 4. Only one :person· shalL be allowed to speak at ·a 
· . . , .. • tim.e, imd such spe. a¥er: sh:::ll :addre# the Moder~ tor and 'shall not 

· \ be mterrupted wh1le~speakmg .except by the Moderator, and then .· 
; ' ' • - . - •• - • • - "'" ' 4 ' . • 

., only when he departs fro·m the .s~Hject under debate. Proyided, . 
. · however, any. brother may • address. the· Moderator• to. a pomt of: · 
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.. . .. . .·. , Art. 5. The Clerk' shall record the proceedings of the body 
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~: when iri session. and superintend ;the publication of . the . same, ·.· ... 
and do all the other writing pertaining 'to the ·business . of the . . .•. . 

· ... ·.~Association;· He ·shall: also preserve .a file of 'the minutes of: the · 
· Association, which he shal(delive'i·to his successor in office .·. · . 

' - •\' ,. ··: '.·. ' - . ~· ,.: -~·-: __ .·:; .. ~:-,:·.\:·:.:~· /, - ,. : . .• ' '' -~- .... -· 

· ·. :. Art. 6. ·.The Trea,surer<shall keep a correct account·of'all ·· • · 
. : · fullds ·received and disBurs'ed by him, showing balance, 'if any; on · · 
.~ hand. He shall pay, oulmoney.•on the

1
order/of the Association 

.:· ·-'·ortheExecutiveCoinniittee.:'. \''.·t··. ·, .. · :.··. · · · · ·· · 
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• • . : '. <·;·:" ·Art.,·: 7. ·· .The Executive; C6mmittee sh~ll have power to . 

- , .·:execute the laws arid _regulatibris of'the 'Association,' when .the. , .•· · ' .. 
·: .'AssoCiation is not in-session .. A-nd 'to inake rules for . .their:,own. · . ' • 

, .· government,·provided. such, rules are not r(;!pugnant to the Consti- · 
' . · · tution or Decorum .of the Association~ · . · , : . · , . . : . 

- .. • ,, '·1. ·-. :.· . . -•.·.~·-;w .. · '.- 1 _.,. , -. 

. . · ·· · · . · Art. 8. . It shal. be the du tv:· of the Home Mission Board to . 
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in session. The Bo<tnt may make rules· and regulations ~ fcii: ·:-.: r . . 1 

. their own government that are not conflictive· with the Coristi- .::::::' . . . •I! 
btion·or Decorum of the Association.' • .... · ~ · ·. ·. I ' . , .. · .. -
· Art. 9. The·.Association shall be opened arid ·closed with · · .' 

. . .. ' ' .. ·~· . . . . ' . -.' prayer. · : .. · • , · ·.. · ·:: · . . · · . · I ,.· .. · · .. . . . . . ~- . . . ... . 

. . · Art. 10 .. The names of the delegates shall be·'enrollea and:·~. . 
called as ofteri as the. Association:n'iay d~em~proper. ··. .. , (. · :.:·~ · .. < .... 

· . ,Art. 11: No Church or Miriiste'r:'shalll?e r'eceived into'.this ,. . . . 
Association that. refuses,: to com't:ily with this Decorum gr the' ··. · · ..... 

· . ordinances 'which ... are given us in the GospeL · · .··.~· . . · · ·· · 
,. ·Art. · 12. ·· .' This · Decorum' may .l::ie, altered ·or amended ·. by· a · .. 
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. niajority of the delegates present du:l:-ing·any·session., · . . .. · · · · .· · . ·. · .. 
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s~·a:1db~ that officiates in the .. rites of. matrimony. where either >> ' . 
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of partie~ hav:e divorced, exceptior. f()rnicatiol,l ... ;• ' ; . . . ' .•; ·. . 
· ·Art .. 14. No Church shall retain· a··Minister ·or'· Deacon:::;':< ;; · 

who drinks ·or deals in intoxiCating beverages.;.··.· · · ·. · .. · < ,: ·'"·::'· .. · · .. ·. ;·. · 
. • ' ... Art. 15:. •. That no ·Church shall :.be' con~idered. in geod .order> ::( .. ·; 
. that does not co:i:nrriurie and wa ;1 •Jr .. ,.+. ~tJcasf;two times a year:"-: ~ 
and each churc~ is r~quired_'to stat~· i~;theiriAssociational let.:.< . . · 
. ter whether this. ordmance has· been kept. o,r:' not: . ·. ·• . . . · . · .. · 

. . · . Art. 16. · That any Church will be considered out o(order. ·. ~ 1 . 

that retains ariymember. or .. m.inister.whois known' to practice· ... 
hypnotism, and"that each associational letter carry with it the 
amount paid .for 'the 'support' of the pastor ..... • . . . . . . . 
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. ·. ·· . ' .. L .: The church may choosea pastor annually at last confer-

.·. ence in Association· year, or, if•theY'prefer; may·· choose a pas~ . 
' . 

' . tor for an· indefinite length of time·· to >.cdritiime ..'from year to .. , . { ·. ·.· . 
i·. y_ear as .Io11g asnemay deem.it_ P,rope~· to::~~ep. up the co~rec-·· ..... • •.. :·. ,

1 _ 
1
,; •. ~ t1on. . . . _ ... . _ .. _ ..... 4... _ .• _ . _ • ,..,' .-. • .• . _ • _. -~ _ ,,_, . 

;:,_. . • 2. 'When it> becomes .necessary a. P.astcn:'may be chosen~at· . '. . . I 
. :'i)'. . . .. any other ~ime, but if theeh?i.c~ be made a:t.a speci.al qonfer-.· . ; / . 

11 • · . ence, the time must be appomtM ·at a monthly metmg .-of . the .•. ·. • • ·• 

/l/ .· , ~hu~~~· _~he pastor ~hail.be'· Moderato~ :~f chu~ch, b~t w~e~ he . · 1 · I 

'\ M<?derator, being present, so~eis · a_bse~t, or does not sit as·. · · I • · • j 

1)1 · smtable. br()ther .shall be appomted m, his place. ·.. · . . · .. · .. · . · ' 
!11 · • · . 4. There shall. be two or.more deacons inthe church whose· .. • . . l 

·. ;:Jk .. duty, it s.hall.be to superiii~end the.eollection and d~str~buti()n of: .... ·.···. i 
.i:r · all eontributwns made for. pastor, • etc., and to . distr1bute the , · .. ·· ... . 
(,1' · . · bread .. and wi.ne _in~the.~din~~ist_r~tion o~. th.e Lord's ,Sup~;~r. i .. · ; · . 
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5. The deacons shall also take notice of ·such members as · 
·.refuse or. neglect to partake of the Lord's Supper, and endea­
vor to.ascertain the cause, tha:t ·the same may be laid before the 
church conference if necessary. . . . . 
- 6. · Some suitable member shall· be appointed' Clerk, and it 
shall be his duty to do a!Cthe recording- and other writing per­

.. ··.··.· · · · ·· taining to the business of the church and preserve a file o:E the .· 
. . . ' --

' ,. . -
minutes of·the Association. ·, . :. . . 

· - 7. .When a clerk is appointed all the books, minutes, etc., 
belonging to the clerk shall be immediately turned over to him 
by ·his predecessor. · · - · · .. . · ··. · 

· 8 .. · When ,it becomes necessary, a committee of not less 
than three inale members, well acquainted witli business; shall· · 
be appointed, whose duty it shall be to give adviCe to brethren 
who apply to them relative to cases of dealing, etc .. with. the 
ohiirch. · : · .. · · · · 

· 9 ... The church shall hold a two days' meeting embracing 
Saturday and the Lord's Day following, the first of which shall · 

· ·· · be the regular time for' conference. ; · . . · 
" · ·. . ·•. '10. - It shall be the duty of every member, male or female, 

·· · · - to attend each conference, if they can, for on that day-the pas- . 

. - ' . 

. 

. . •" . 
' . 

. ··. ·. t~r .is ·exp~cted to i?st~uct the church. in a spec~al ma;nn_er. by 
.·. g1ymg. plam and p~u~te(\ lessons on church doctrme, d~sc1plme, . 
· and rules of holy hvmg. • .· ·. . . · · · · . . . . ··. . · 

: • · 11 .. Any male member who shall fail to attend three sue'-
. · .. cessive conferences, and any.member who may be generally r.e­

miss in attending meetings of the church, according to cov.:. 
·. · eiiant (Article 10), shall be cited to appear in conference and· 

·.· answer for his conduct, but the church may. 'exempt members 
· from this if necessary. · . ·· · · - · 

;_·: i2. Conferences shall ·.be opened as follows: First, prayer; 
tinless divine service' has just been concluded, ·and generally 
then; Second, invite visiting. brethren to· seats with· us; Third,·. 

. ·open the door fqr reception. to members; Fourth, call for absen- . 
· · · · tees; Fifth, for acknowledgements; Sixth, for references orde-

fmTed ·business-; Seventh, for matters of dealing which are. in . 
order to come before. the church ;Eighth, for. miscellaneous busi-

- ·- . . ' . ' ; ' ness. .. ·, · . · · · 
13. · · Visiting brethren called in as help from oth'erchurch- · 

. . 
. "· _ ... es shall be allowed to vote. > · · · · · · 

r14. · An ·ordinary member 'ofa Baptist church which does 
. ._ · . not hold this church in fellowship, may be received intoJhis 
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church without a letter when it ·is made apparent that· his 
· Christian character is unreproachable and that· he has applied · 
for a letter and could not obtain- it. because· he' w'anted-to join 
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' • ' 

this or some sister church.·· All other· persons. ·must · join by_ · 
letter or baptism. ·. . • 
· 15. • We receive members by experience or baptism; on con-

fession of faith, by letter or restoration. · .. / · 
- ... ,, ' ' - . . 

16. When the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall · . 
inform the church what male me!fibers have been absentfrom 
three successive conferences, and the Moderator shall appoint 
SOme brother Or brethren to cite each Of them to the next C0fl- I 

• 
ference. · , ·· · · 

17. No member shill! lie expelled unles~ he has been cited 
. verbally or in writing to attend his trial, provided his residence. · · ·· 

-_be known to the. church. , . . 
18. · When a witness, not a member· of the church,·. is in­

troduced he shall not be examind until 'the question has ben put .. 
to the church: "Wil'f you hear the testimony of the witness?" 
. 19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowl-
edgement shall· be printed in the church book. . · · 

20. Members dismissed from the church by letter who be­
come· disorderly or continue to . hold .·their letter · without. good 

. reason shall be cited to conference to answer for their conduct. 
21. · Expelled members may be· .. restored to fellowship , on 

. their petition, if their walk. since expulsion has convinced the 
church that they have· sincerely repented of their former· eviL 
· · ·. 22. ·.· A· vote shan· not be taken·· on· any question without a 
move and second, and on all important questions the vote shall 

~-be taken by rising to. the feet · \ , · · · · . 
. 23. No motion shall be made while a move and second is 

before the conference. . .. . · 
24. It shall . be considered disorderly for· a member to ab­

sent· himself firom conference when an important question is. 
to be decided; but a member upon request,may be exempted by· 

. the. church from voting on either· side· in peculiar cases: . 
25. No member shall leave the house. during conference · 

without a sufficient excuse, nor engage in c'onversation or whis- · 
pering, without being subject to be called to order by the Mod-
era tor. , · · . . . . · . , 

1 
. · · . .. - · · ' • 

, . 26. All ·discussiOn m-conference 1 must be conducted with 
calmness and good .feeling .. Those who speak mustrise to their 
fet and keep to the point in debate. ···· · . · ' ·· ·· 

27 .. No one shall speak more than three times on: the same 
· subject without perm1sion of the Moderator, nor shall the re- · 
· .marks of any one be unreasonablylong. . ·· · · 

· 28. When the Moderator speaks· he must nominate some 
rroth2r as l'.Toderator in_his ste'1d. ·. 
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i FREEWILL BAPTIST CONVENTION · 11 
· . 29j No one shall be interrupted while speaking ·unless it 

be :he¢essary to call him to order. ' . . . . 
· · ;'30. We believe it to be .the duty of the church to· commu-
nit>,ate, · wash the saint's feet as often as the church see fit, the 

··•···. ·. e1rpenses to be paid by the church. 
, ·• · · /. 31. ·Members not in good standing should. not commune, 

. . , . 

. . /but the. administration . shol!ld ·not be deferred an.·· account of 
.... · ./ any ordmary matter of dealmg. . .·. ·· .· · 
· .. ·. ,/ . 32. Public. fasting, ·humiliation and prayer shall be obser-
. / ved. on proper occasions; . ' . . . 
I r . ·.· 
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ARTICLES .. OF. FAITH •• 

' 
. ~ ' 

' '1. · We believe there is but one living and true God, whose 
name is Jehovah, the maker and ruler of the universe. 

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
·.whom are all things,. and by whom salvation is made secure. 

· 3. We believe that in the beginn1ng God made · man . up- . 
right and placed him in a state of·. holiness under the laws ·of 
His Maker, but by a voluntary transgression of his own he fell 

l 
1 
• 

. 
' ,... ~ 

..... 

•• 

. ' 

! 
from that Holy and happy state. · · 

4. We believe th~t no man shalLsuffer in hell. for the lack 
I"- _..,. 

- - - . j 

. . . . 

. ' '" . 

of Christ. · . " 
• • • 

· 5. We believe that the holy scriptures are the word . of 
. God and they are the only rule of faith and practice. 
· ·. · G. We believe that sinners . are drawn to God the Father 
by the Holy Ghost through. Christ His Son .. 

7; We believe that good W-J:.'ks a:·e the fruits of faithr and· 
faith v;ithoutworks is dead. , ' . 

·s .. We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free 
~. ~d attainable by all mankind. · . . . · 

9. We believe that Comm'emoration and Feet Washing 
r, :c the ordinances of Christ, and immersion only is baptism. : 

· 10. · Vie believe that all Ch:·istians shoiJld unite in perfoc.;m­
ing the sacred ordinances ... · . . 

11. .. That the end of the world is approaching when Christ 
'will descend from Heaven and raise the dead from their graves. 

' 

to final retribution; that a solemn separation will then .. take 
place, the righteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness 
and the wicked to endless punishment, and this judgment will . 9 

fix forever the final· state o'f. mne in heaven or hell, on princi- ' .. 
pies· of righteousness. . 
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. . No Statistics given by S\. Paul, Bethel, or Antioch.· - , .. 
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