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·- VI est Florida \Liberty Free-\Vill . 
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· .... : . · _ .Bantist Associa' :.~ :n . · . 
._,-. ~ -. 
'' . ~ .. 

' #' • • ' . ' . - ,. - . \ 
.... 

Held With.· ' 
' : ~-

' . . ' 

' 

• • " < - • ' • 
' \ . - .. . ' ' . • .. # 

' 
' 

. .... ·- • St.John Chtt ~h ·. ·-. . . - ~ 

' . 
• • 

. . ' -• . . . ' ' . . . 
• ' . ' 

,• ' . 
. .· HOLMES COUNTY; FLORIDA ... • 

. . . . . . . •' ~ -

. ' ""'. · . NOVEMBER 3RD AND . 4TH; 1927 · . ·. :. < 
. . . ' . ' - ' . ' . . ' ' . . ' . . ' •, w ' .•• ' 

' ' ' , ' .. 
lle v. . A. : L. . Pa te .. ~---------------~~-~-------:-.. ~-~~-~~l\-1 od era tor 

· J: . T ~: Birge:.·.~-----:~--C-~----~--:c~--~--CI~rk .···and Tre~sur~r · . 
'·. ' '"·· ,_.· •, '' ... . . . . ' ' . . ' . . . 

. -~,~'" . . ' ~ 
' . - . 

' ' . ' 

: .: -EXECUTIVE :COMMITTEE-
. ' ' . ,, 

· '. · W. A. Elmore, Chairman · _.. · · · .. . .. ' ' ' -·.-~ ,-
·• G .. W. 0\vens. . . . . C. C. Clemons .· .. · · 

. . 
Bennet Cook . .. · w. S. Spurlock. 

• . 
.- ' ( . . ' 

. . . -
. The next ·session will convene with Cowarts • . . . . I . . ·. 

Creek. Church,. eeven miles South·· East .of, Dothan, 
·• on Thurcday before the first Sunday in November, . . . . . -

· 1928. ··The next Union Meeting will meet \Vith St. 
Johns Church, two • miles South. of Bonifay, . on 
Saturday. before the Second · Sunday in August, 
·1928, 

• 
• 

f • . -. '. 

The News Print, Graceville, Florl<l.a ·, 
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PROCEEDINGS 
-0--:- • 

THURSDAY MORNING SESSION 
· Opened in prayer by Rev. J. C. Eldridge. . 

Rev. J. H. Chestnut preached the Introductory sermon, 
lesson text, 5th Chapter of Mathew. _ .. 

Di!lmi.ssedone.hour.. . . · . . .. ~ . · · 
House called . to order· by the . Moderator. Scripture 

lenson, 2nd Chapter of Titus. · · 
. . ' ' '~ 

Prayer by J. W. Ne.lson. •·. . .. 
Called for letters from various Churches. · Received as 

follows: 
Noma.-W.G. Spurlock, Tres!lie Mae Wells, J. W. Bar-

foot, N. E. Ellis, W. A. Holland. ·. 
St. J ohn.-:-J: A! Andet:sori, J. W .. Nelson, ~. E: ·sims; 

A. B. Cook, Bob Walsingham, J. A. Andet:son, Jr. · 
Pleasant HilL-Pearl Yates, Jane Yates. 
New Concord .. · 'w. ·A. Clark,· Menurvy. Clark, Mamie 

Clark, Gertue Clark. · · · . · 
Liberty.-David Cook,· Bud Foster, J. M. Hall. .. 
Antoich.-R. D. Bell, J R. D. Register. . . . 

. Cowart's Creek-G. T. Hall, K. B. Fowler, A. Fowler, 
D. T. Hall, A .A. Fowler, J. C. Fowler. · · 

Piney Grove.-J. A. Jolinsori, James Owen, Leona 
Owen, Beatrice Owen, C. D. Owens~·. 

Popular Head.-A. L. Bell, A. F. Squires, N. E. Che!JI · 
nrit. · 

St PauL-Nancy Clemons, J. C. Clemmom. . . - . 
New Harmony.-'-Lonnie Washington, J. S. Hughen, Sim-

• 

on Barkley. , . . . . . . 
Beulah.-:-W. C. Pettis, Margaret Brinlay, W. W. Brin-

ley, Lucy Collins, Lewis Collins. .. · · · ' · · · 
. The Association being duly organized werit ·into an 
election of a l\ioderator and clerk, which resulted as foll
ow:: A. L. Pate, Mo:lerator; J. T. Birge, Clerk. 
· Called for Corresponding Delegates: 

· Rlountstown.-Rev.' John Knight. ' 

. Salem.-Rev .• T. C. Eldridge. , 

' . 

Union. Hill.-W. R. Kirkland, Rev. J. W. Posey, Ren
iamin Ra~don. 

• 
·Association of Georgia.-Rev. J. B. Yates . 

' 

• 

• 

• 



West Florida Liberty Free-Will Baptist Association 
~---------------------------- --

Various Comm:ttees were appointed, ·as follows: 
Committee on Divine f!ervice.-J. E. Sims, G. W. Owen::, 

David Cook. 
. . 

Called for report·of-Committee•on·Divine-Service. Rev. 
J. S; Yates •to·preach~'at ·7 :so·o' clo'cki · Lessowtext; "Romans 
8th Chapter. · - . 

··.Committee on Resolution.-J. W. -Nelson;•J. C/Eldi·idge, 
· ~:E.'' Chestnut;·-Rev;·;_l olnH{night;··W PR: ;Khkland~-l . . . 

· Committee on Suggestions.-J.' ·E.1 Siins; -A.: L.:Bell, J. :A/-
An .':erson, J. R. D. Regiflter, C. I. Wells> • 

· Finance Committee:"'--J: ':A:/-Owen~, -w~:·A_.- Clark;' W/ C. 
Pettis. "· · · 

• 

Memorial C6mmmittee:"-"--A; ~.:_cook;c~ister' Nancy' Cle-
mons, Jane Yates .. 

Sunday School Committee;...:.... Rev;·· J. · S;: Yates,., W;· G. 
Spurlock, J. 'A. Johnson, Wesley· ~tinley; R·DYBell.' '·. 

Temperance· ·Committee;~Rev.~ J. 1 G;-·Eldridge,·· Sallie 
. . . 

Boldon, Meherva Clittk;'·NancyOlemons; G: Wt·O,vens.·· 
Nomination . .Committee.-Rev. · C. I. ·Wells,·- W. • A.- El-

more, Lewis Collins; : · . 
The.Association_Closed until eight~thii:ty: -Friday morn~ 

• mg. 
-

-o~ 

FRIDAY MORNING .. : SESSION . 
• . 

. House called:•to -order by _thetl\Ioderator.,. Lesson tex:, 
third chapter of Hebrews. Prayer by B; F. Pate. 

Committee.•appointed .oniChurches! ·and'· •l\Iinisterc.
J. L. Andei·son, ,\V.\-A~rHolland,'.W-.tE~.Glass; ,. 

Renewed the· call for Corresponding Delegates:·.·· 
· Ui1ion Hill.!..:-B.'-!F,;:pa.te;•F; W.'-Boldon,~~w;. L.I W<ird, 

J. R. Boldon. 
Salem.-J: F /Fillingirrir.' · ·. 

Letter from·Sp'ring·Hill :read ·and< received.· Dele
gates sea ted as ··follow:.s: J.' L. Anderson, ·J. ~I. 'Mears, R.: 11:, 
~Ielvin, J. E. Bass, Sallie Boldon,'' · 

Pilgrim's Guide received--'\vith no de.legation;·· 
Heport of Committee on ·Divine, Service. · J. C. Eldi·idg-a 

to preach at eleven ·o'clock.' Lesson text;· third ;chnptet·, 
first Corinthians. 

Called for report··of· vadous committees ... · 

• 



• 
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West Florida Liberty Free-Will Baptist Association 
. : . . ,.._ "•- -".. . . ·.. ----

. ' . ~- . - ~ - . - , • . , .,_ -l,, ; I. ·'-- ·-- ;. i ', - I , . ~ ·. • ,< . ·~-·-••"o. .... -- -. 
. ---------- ·--····-------------- -·----~ .. 

SABBATH SCHOOL . · 
. . . ' . . . . 

W.e-,your Committee on Sp.nday School, beg leave to 
report as followe: We find, from letters that were read, 
very little interest being taken in Sunday School work and 
deplore the great neglect of our cbrethern, composing the 
various churches, of the religious training of their child
ren. For we deem the Sunday· School, a ·stepping stone to 
higher Bible knowledge and is the. chief auxilary of the 
church, and we urge each pastor to encourage each church, 
under his care, to mnintain a·Suuday School and we ineist 
that each· Deacon·· and· Lay- Member cooperate with their 
pastcr in the· maintain.ance of a Sunday School at their 

.J 

re~pective churches·· aiid thus help to . prepare our boys 
and' girls for.the· religious duties of life . Prayerfully sub
m:ted, your committee 

- . . . J. S. YATES, Chairman 
• 

REPORT ON RESOLUTIONS 

We, your Committee on Resolution~, beg leave to make 
th~ fo lowing report: That The Liberty Association adopt 
the d:scipl:ne of the General Conference . 

. . . · .. ' ' ; · ·. ·· ' ' J>W. :NELSON, Chairman 

COl\11\IITTEE ON TEMPERANCE· 
' ; . • • 

' 

We, you!· Committee on Temperance beg to report the 
following: 

. 

· First.-Seeing intemperate is destructive among our peo- · 
ple, both moral and spirtual. · ' 

. . 
Second,-We ask that each one be temperate in all things. 

. . . 
ThirL-That each one ;abstailf' from Etrong drinks, as a 
ben rage; Proberbs 20:L • "Wine is a mocker and strong 
dr:nks are ragirig and whosoever iri deieived thereby is not 
wise.'' So, we see that wise men do not drink strong drinks .. 
.;;o we recommend that any member that deals or drinks it 
be exCluded from our body. ·we further resolve that each 
preacher be required to preach one sermon, at least on Tem
perance, picturing the sinful evil of· intemperance in each 
church. . . ,, . ; . • . . . 

• 

. Rev. J. C. ELDRIDGE, Chairman 
• ' . . - :-

' 

• 
• 



' 

West Florida Liberty Free-Will Baptist Association 
• 

DismiL!sed 10 minutes after which preaching. 
Public contribution for Rev. John Knight, $44.62. 
Dismissed one hour for refreshments. · 

' -o-

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

House called to order by the Moderator. 
" 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

We, your Committee on Finance beg leave to make the 
. ' 

following report: We find for minutes and association 
funds, $32.50. Home Mission funds $0.26. We find in 
treasury, for association funds 18c; for Home Missions, 
$28.01 ;·Total, $69.50. 

J. A. OWENS 

REPORT ON NO.MINATIONS 

We, your Committee on Nominating, ask to report that 
Cowarts Creek. Church have the next >,e[.Sion of the Ass
ociation and A. B. Nelson to preach the introductory. St. 
John gets- he next Union Meeting, A. L. Pate to preach the 
introductory. · 

Re.v. I. C. WELLS, Chainnan 

COMMITTEE ON MEMORIALS 

We, y0ur Committee on Memoril, beg leave to report 
that God, in Hi:! \visdom, has seen fit to call from us the 
following members: Sister Hattie Sexton, of Piney Grove; 

. Sister Annie Mears, Bro. Council Mears, of Spri.ng H;ill; _ , 
Bro. J. W. Pettis, William Henry Hatcher, of Beulah; Sis
ter Laura 1\IcKeithern, of the 1St. Paul; Bro. Dixie Ander-. . . 
son, Sister Tiney Fowler, of Cowarts Creek. We have great 
sympathy for the be,reaved ones, but our loss is Heaven'~. 
gain. All faithful workers in Christ are received of Go:'!. : 

A. B. COOK, Chairman 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTERS 
• 

-; We, your Committee on Churches and Ministers. beg. 
leave to make the following report. We find that severai 
churches' have grown · weak and recommend that thf 
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West Florida Liberty Free-Will Baptist Associatio:n . . . 

• • 

churches finance the preachers better, that they be more 
able to build up the weak ones. · 
-

W. A. HOLLAND,Chairman 

COMMITTEE ON SUGGESTIONS. 
• 

• 
We, 

Tabled. 
your Committee on Suggestions, report read and 

. 

.T. E. SIMS, Chairman 

. Call for corresponding Delegates to, Sib.erl- Associ a-. . . 
tion: Blountstown; N. E. Ellis. 

·Union Hill.~J. W. Barefoot, J. L. Anderson, R€!V. A. 
L. Pate 

· Salem.-:-C. I. Wells, ,J. H. Chestnut, Benjamin Rand-
om. • • 

. To convene Tuesday before the Eecond Sunday in Oct
nber. • 

Called for report of Ministers. 

Brethern, I :;ubmit the following report. · I have ser-
• 

ved three churches in full time and one in part time. Have 
preached-112 sermons. Received $2.10. Members received 
25. My work has not been as successful as I wish it. There 
are many foes to zion. Respectfully submitted . 

. . . A. B. NELSON · 
' . •Dear Brethern: I have preached about 25 sermons thi~ 

year. I have organized two Sunday Schools. I have tr:rv-. . 

elect five hundred miles. Received for service about $5.00 .. 
Your Brethern in Christ. · 

M. L, HALL 
. 

Dear Brethren: I submit the following 1·eport. I have 
served four churches this year.· Noma Church, Members 
received, 23. Contributions, $33.75. Lovewood, Members 
received 10. Contributions, $41.76. St. Johns, members 

' rece~ved, 13 • Contributions. $43.78; Cowarts Creek, Mem-
• 

bere: received, 17; Contributions; $75.00. Respectfully sub-
. . . 

mitted. 
Rev. C. I. WELLS 
• 

• 



-----,..•·•·-- ·-·- •••• u·-- ·--· 

. . . 
Brethl·en; I submit the following report for 1927: I have. -· '''• _, 

served three churchen this year, two of which are in this 
. ' . ' ' ' 

Association ·and. one .in -;Blountstown Association. Abe's 
:Springn paid $52.00; Popular Head, $42. 95; Liberty $20;' 
'l'otal, $114.95. 

A. L. PATE 

i Brethren, I submit the following report: I have se~·c,. 
~- ved ·Spring Hill' Church· this year, in this AHsociation. I 
r have made twelve trips, the distance is 25 Ill:iles. I h~v~ 
' received $33.45. Respectfully HUbmitted 

I 
: : 
: 

I 
• 

! 

J.W. POSEY 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

I · Delegates to. the General Conference, which is to con-

'1

/ V<!ne at Ayden, N. C. : A. B. Nelson, G. W. O~e-~s: 
.\loved that each church pay~five_dollars for expenses. 

- ' ' -- •" - - . . . ' 

·Thome Mbsion Board report read and received: Dear. 
Breth1·en:We findless than $30 on hand, withwhich to em~ 
p:oy a 1\Iinsionary. We tried .to employ Bro. J. H. Chest
nut to work the Caryville-district, but didn9t succeed. We 
(aLed to secure he services of anyone this ye'ar. What do 

I we learn· from our experience? .. That Chritot's. word. is true: 

I . 

"The ha-:vest is great and the laborers are few." We need ' - - .. . 

more funds with which to hire laborers for this much neeu-
ed work. Respectfully. submitted · 

. A. B. NELSO~, Chairman 
We suggest that each member. pay .at least lOc to Home 

Mission Funds.· ~ . . . · ·. ·· · . 
• 

New Harmony asked that the association help pay for 
said church and church property, We paid with pubilc 
contribution $10.20 and left it in the hands of Executive 
Committee to secure property. 

We retained the saine ·Execntiye Committee by releas
• . !ng Lee Wilson and. adding W. G. Spurlock. 

It was ordeded to pay the clerk, $7 .50. 
Ordered that we pay Bro. J. S. Yates, $5.00, out of the 

Home Mit>sion Funds. 
We suggest that the clerk write the Resolution of 

Thanks. 
Dismissed in order by Rev. A. B: Nelson . 

• 

• 

. ' 

• 
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• 

. . 

. TREASURER'S ·REPORT . 

Association funds:~~-----$32;23 : · 
LeEs· $7;50' paid· clerkL.$7;50 · 

LesL $5.00 paid Bro. J. S. Yates $5.00" 
TotaL · ·$24.73 · 

. ' .. 
· Home. Mission funds $37.27 .. 

·T" ot a! ~--------------------------------------'------------------------------------ $32 .2 7 

RESOLUTION OJ.<' THANI\S : 
' . . -

We, the Delegates and Messengers, desire to thank .the 
good people, of St. John Church, for their· generous hos
pitality, so graciously extended to us during our stay witn 
them for their kindness and_gr~at l~ve shown t:O us. We 
want to especially thank the good }adies upon whom the 
burden of care foi··us fel! the ~heavie~t;· May God's great
est blessing., poth. r:.pirtual and tempera! be bestowed u"po::: 
each and. all,.·· , . 

J. T .. BIRGE 

LIST ·OF--DELEGATES · . . 

.W. G. Spurlock, Tressie Mae Wells, J. W.-Barfoot, N. E. 
Ellis, W. A.-Holland, J. A. Anderson, J,;W. Nelwn, J. E. 
Sims, A. B. Cook, Bob· Walsingham, J. A.~ Anderson Jr., 
Pe:u·l Yate<:;-J;ane.Yates, W, A. Clark, Menurva Clark, Mam
ie Clark; Gertrue:.Clark, David Cook, Bud Foster,-J. JH. Hall, 

· R.D. Bell, J .. R. D .. Register, G. T. Hall, K. B Fowler, A Fow-
• 

ler, D. T. Hall, A. A. Fowler J. C. Fowler, J. A. Johnson, 
Homer Owens, Leona Owen:;, Beatrice Owens, C. D.Owens. 

·A. L. Bell, A. F. Squires, N. E. Chestnut, Nancy Clemons .. 
J. C. Clemons, Lonnie Washing, J. S. Hughes, Simon Bark
ley, W. C. Pettis, Margarete Brinley, W. W. Brinley, Lucy 
C!Jl!ins, Lewis Collins, J. L. Anderson, J. D. Mears, R. l\1. 
Melvin, J. E. Bass and Sallie Boldon. 

' • 
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West Florida Liberty Free-Will Bap~ist Associatic'll.· 
-------------------------------------

ORDER OF BUSINESS · 
. 

·• . 
' 

1. Introjuctol:y Sermon. 
2. · Call for Corresponding Letters and Enrollment of 

3 . 
4. 
5: 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 

. ······ ' '· .. Delegates. 
Organization. Electing of Moderator and. Clerk. 

. Call for Petitionary Letters. 
. . . . ' . ' . . 

Call for Correspondents fr.om Siste'r Associations. 
Appointment of Committees. 
Appointment of Correspondents. : 
Rea·'ing of Corresponding Letters. 
Hearing Repoii of Committees .... 
l\!isccllancbus Business. ' · · 

• ' . ' ' -··· ...... . ·- -·-·-·-· 
• --o-

' . ' . 
. . ' . '.. . .. ·-. . - ' -

. . ,. -

NAMES OF ORDAINED 1\UNISTERS . . ' . ' . '. ' . -· . ... ' - .. . .. ' . ' . . . . . . ', ~ . . 

' . . B 'f. Fl A. L. Pate--------~-~~~---'---'------'-----------'------- om ay, • a. 
A. B. Nelson _______ ... ------------------------------- Bonifay, Fla. · . . ' ' . 
C. I.· Wells ---~----------------------------------------------Noma, Fla. 
l\1. L. Hall __________________________________________________ Bonifay, Fla 

' - ~- . J. ·H. Chestnut _________________________ _-___________ Bonifay, Fla. 
· A. M. Swindle ____ , ___ , _____ , _______ c ____ , ______ , ________ Chip ley, Fla. 

G. W. · English-----'-------"-~.:. _______ , _________ , ___ Chipley, Fla. 
· S. E. CarrcHL.~ --~-~----'~-::,,~,_: ______ , _______ _._~:. Hartford. Ala. 

J. C. Carnley ______ ;;_, ________ ; __ , ____ , _____ ,_, ___ Caryville, Fla.· 
J. L. McDimieL __ , ______ , _______ , :; ____ : _____________ ,_Vernon, Fla; 

• 

J. W. Cox~-------~----- ___________ , ____ , ____ , ____ Greenf!boro, Fla. 
- ' . . ' 

. ' . -- -· . . . . . . - .·· 

-

• 

• • 

. . 

' 

• 

I 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 
• 

Churches and Pastor Clerk 

' . 

. 
• 

I 
I • 

Days of 

Meeting 

--,-------------·----------·--·---~:---------· 

Cowarts Creek, C. I. Wells .J. C. Fowler, Dothan 1111 4 I 0 I 1 I 1 I 2 1·2 192 ~ 4th Sunday 
New Harmony, Joe Hudson H. C. Martin, Chipley I 0 I 3 I 0 I 3 I 0 I 0 I 0 120 I 
Antioch, A. B. Nelson · .f. R. D. Register, Graceville! 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 11351 
St. J ohna, J. C. Eldridge r. E. Sims, Bonifay I 6 I 4 I 1 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 1146! 
P'g'm's G'de, W. W. Nichols Mrs. Nora Brown, South Port I 0 I 2 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 149 i 
Beulah, J. A. Pettis W. C. Pettia, Graceviiie I 8 I 0 I 2 I 3 I 1 I 2 I 2 j89l 
St. Paul, A. L. Pate .Jessie Ganey, Vernon . ·I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 1 1481 
Popular Head, A. L. Pate · N. E. Chestnut, Bonifay · · I 0 I 0 I 1 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 1631 
Spring Hill, J. W. Posey .J. E. Bass, Bonifay I 1 I 1 I 0 I 0 I 4 I 4 I 2 l94l 
Pleasant Hill, A. L. Pate J. W. Yates, Bonifay I 0 I 2 I 0 I 0 I () I 0 I 0 111 
New Concord, S. E. Carrol M. M. Clark, Black I 3 I 0 I 4 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 ISO I 
Piney Grove, J. H. Chestnut T. D. Owens, Chipley I 2 I 2 I 1 I 0 I 2 I 0 11 j82'1 
Liberty, A. B. Nelson J. Foster, Vernon . I 0 I 0 I 0 j 0 I 0 I 0 ·1 0 176\ 
Noma, C. I. Wells J. T. Birge, Graceville I 2 I 7 1131 2 I 0 ! 5 I 0 194\ 

1st Sunday 
3rd Sunday· 
1st Sunday 

4th Sunolty 
·2nd ·sunday 
1st Sunday 
2nd Sunday 
4th Sunda~ 
2nd Sunrlay 
3rd Sunday. 
4th Sunday 
1st Sunday 
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CHURCH DECORUM 

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at last 
· conference in Association year, or, if they prefer,. may 
choose a pastor_ for an indefinite length of time to con
tinue from year to- year as long as he may deem it proper 
to keep up the connection. . . 

. 2. When it become:! necessary a pastor may be chosen 
at any other time, but if the choice be made at a special Con . 

. ference, the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting 
of the church. · · . . . 

3. The pastor shall be 1Vfode1ator of church, but when 
the Moderator, being present, same is absent, or does not 
dt a .suitable brother shall be appointed in his place. . 

4. There shall be· two or more deacons in- the· church 
whose duty it shall be to superintend the collection and 
distribution of all contributions made for pastor, etc., and 
to distribute the bread and wine in the administration of 
the Lord's Supper. ____ ' 

5. The deacons shall also take notice of such memhers 
as refuse or neglect to partake of the Lord's Supper, and 
cndeaver to ascertain the. cause,.that the same may be laid 
b3fore the church conference if necesgary.. - · 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and 
it s~1all be his duty to do all the recording and other writing 
pert:ining to the business of the church and preserve. a 
:lile of the minutes of the Association. ·. · 

7. When a ~Jerk is appointed all the books, minutes, 
etc., belonging to the clerk shall be immediately turned over 
to him by his predecessor. . · 

R. · When it becomes necessary, a committee of not less 
. than three m::tle members, well acquainted with busintss 
nhall 1->e appointed, whose· duly it shall be to give advice to 
brethren who apply to them relative to cases of dealing etc., 
w.ith the· church. 

9. The church shall hold two day's meeting embrac
ing Saturday and the Lord's Day following, the first of 
'vhich shall be tho regular time for conference. . . 

10. It shall be the duty of every member, wale or 
female, to attend each conference, if they can, for ·on that . - ' -

• 



' i 

,; ' 

' r 
I 

' 

l 
I 

I 
' • • 

I 
I 
' 

West Florida Liberty Free-Will Baptist Association 
_;____-~------------ ----------

• 

day the pastor is expected to instruct the church in a- spec-
ial mariner by giving plain and pointed lesson!! on church 
doctr ne, discipline, and rules of holy living. 

· 11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three 
ruccessivd conferences, nnd any member who may be 
generally amis::! in attending meetings of the church, ac
cording to covenap.t (Article 10); shall be cited to appear 
conference and answer for his conduct,·but the church may 
exempt members from. this if necessary. 

'12. Conference shall be opened as follows: First, pray. 
c:-, unless dt vine service has just been concluded, and gen
eral y then: Second, invite visiting brethren to seats with 
u ·, Third, open the doors for reception to members: Fourth, · 
call for a l:Jr.entees: Fifth, for acknowledegements: Sixth, for 
reference or deferred business: Seventh, for matters or 

· d'~aling which are in order to come before· the church: 
light, for niiscellanous bu!liness. 

13. Visiting brethern called in as help from other 
churches shall be allowed to vote. 

/ 14. An ordinary member of a Baptist church whic~1 
<' 033 not hold this church in fellowship, may be received in-
1o thh! church without a letter when it is made apparen 

· that his Christian character is unreproachable and that he 
has applied for ~ letter and could not obtain it because he 
wanted to join this or some other sister church. _All othe1 
perEons must j•oin by letter or baptism. 

· _ 15. We receive members by experience or baptism; on 
confession of faith, bM!'etter or restoration. 

l 6. \Vhen the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk 
• 

r.h::tll in~'o:·ni the church what male members have been ab-. . 

c.-::mt froni three successive conferences, and the Moderator 
shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite each of them 

- . . 
to the next conference. 

17. · No member. shall be expelled unless he has been 
cited verbally or in writing to attend his trial, provided his 
residence be known to the church . 

. . 18. When a witnees, not a member of the church, is 
in'roduced he shall nof be examined until the question has 
been put to the church: "Will you hear the testimony of the . ' ' . 
witness?" · . -~ 

19. The evidence in e~ery case of dealing and acknow-
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1edgement shall be printed in the church book. 
20. Members di2missed ft'om the church by letter who · 

. become 'disorderly or continue to hold their letter without 
good reason shall be cited to conference to answer for their 
conduct. . . 

21. ·. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship 
op their petition, if their walk since expulsion has convinc
ed the church that they have sincerely repented of their·. 
former evil. . 

22. · A vote shall not be taken on any· question without. 
a move and second, and on all important questions the 1vote 
shall be taken by rising to the feet. 

23. No motion-~:hall be made while a move and second · 
• 

are before the conference. . 
24. It shall be considered disorderly for a member to 

. absent himself from conference when an important question. 
is to be decided· but a member upon. request may be ex
empted by the church from voting on either side in pecul-
• 1ar cases. . . 

25. No member shall leave the houge during conference 
w:thout a sufficient excuse, nor engage in conservation or 
whispering, without being subjected to becalled to order by 
the Moderator. . .,. ·· · 

-"' .. . 

· · · 26. All discussion in conference must be conducted 
wi,th calmness and good feeling. Those who speak. must 
rise to their feet and keep to the point in debate. . . . 

. · 27. No one shall speak more than three timen on the 
. ' . -

· same subject without permission of the Moderator, nor 
· shall the remarks on any one be unreasonably long. 

28. When the Moderator speaks he must.nominate some 
brother as Moderator in his stead. · · 

29. · No one shall be interrupted while sp~aking unless 
it be~ necessary to call him to order. . ' 

30. We believe it to be the duty.of the church to com
municate, wanh the saint's feet as often as the church sees . -
fit, the expenses to be paid by the church .. 

31. Members not in good standing should not commune 
but the administration should not be deferred ou account 
of any ordinary matter of dealing. · 

32. · . Public fasting, humilation and prayer r.hal . be 
observed on proper occasions. . . . 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. We believe there is but one living· and true God, 
who:::e name is Jehovah, the maker and ruler of the universe . •. 

2. We beli~ve that there if! one Lord Jesus Christ, by·· 
whom are all things, and by whom salvation is made secure. 

3. We believe that in the beginning. God made man 
upright andi placed him in a state of holiness under the 
laws of His :Maker, but by voluntary transgression of hi::~ 
own he fell from that Holy and happy state . 

. 
4. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for the 

lack of Christ.-· 
5. We believe that the holy scriptures are the word of 

' ' ' . 
God and they are the only ruleof faith and practice. 

6. We believe that sinners are drawn· to God the 
Father bY. the· Holy Ghost through Jesus Christ His Son~ 

' ' ' . 
7. We believe that good workers are the fruits of 

' 

faith and faith without work is dead. 
' 

8. We believe that the blessings of Salvation are made 
free and attainable by all mankind. 

9. We believe that Commemoration and Feet Washing 
are the ordinances of Christ and immerson only is Baptism. 

' 10. · We ·believe ·that all . Christains should unite in 
' 

performing the sacred ordinances ... 
11. That tne end of the world is approaching whr.n 

Christ will descend from Heaven and raise the dead from 
their graves to final retribution. that a solemn eeparation 
will. then take place, the righteous befng adjudged to ever

.Jastmg happiness and the wicked to endless punishment anrl. 
thi:.l judgement will fix forever the· final state of men in 
h:aven or hell, on principles of righteousness . 

• 
• 

• 

• 


	scan

