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The next session of the Association will convene with Piney

Grove Church, six miles southwest of Chipley, Florida, on Friday
before the third Sunday in October, 1936, Rev. W. M Martin to
preach the introductory. |

The next Union Meeting will convene with Beulah Church, five
miles south of Graceville, Florida, on Saturday before the second
Sunday in August 1936, Rev, J. H. Chestnut to preach the
mtroductory | - |
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Proceedings

0 —_

Accerding to previous appo'ntment the Forty-seventh Annual
Cessicn of the West Florida Liberty Free Will Baptist Association
met with Poplar Head Church, OGctober 17th and 18th, 1935.

THURSDAY MORNING SESSION

The Asscciation was called to order at 10 o’clock by the
Moderator. Song by choir. Opening prayer by Rev. T. E. Ross.
Welcome address by Rev. A. B. Nelson. Concluded by Rev. W.
M. Martin. Song by choir. Opening prayer by Rev. W. M. Dun-
can. Sermon by Rev. J. C. Eldridge. Scripture lesson: Phil. 2;
Text 2:27. Closing prayer by Rev. A. L. Pate. Benediction by
Rev. A. B. Nelson. Noon, one hour.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

Opening song, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” Opening
prayer by Rev. T. J. Lawhorn. Secripture lesson by Moderator:
James 3.

A call was made for correspond.ng letters and the following -

letters and delegates were recelved:
St. Johns—Ed. Nelson, J. E. Sims, A. B. Cook, Jim Strlckland
‘N. E. Chestnut, Sister A. B. Cook, Sister Rosa Young.

Spring Hill—E. C. Anderson, Janie Mears, Sister Mollie An-

derson, J. L. Smith, J. I. Mears.

Blountstown——F M. Knight, W J. Starry, Lint Bryant, qu.
Pitts, Jimmie Bryant, Sister R. J. Pendarvig, Sister Pitts, IEffie
IMears, Sicter Cochran.

Piney Grove—DM. Rich, W. H. Shores, C. C. Owen, E. R. Mc-~
Adams. « |

New Hope—Paul Crawford, Sister Villa Siverling.

Libexty—D. J. Cook.

Cowarts Creek—Sister A. Fowler, A. Fowler, W. F. FO’WIEI
J C Fowler.
o Beulah—W. C. Pettis, W. C. Sheffield, H. L. FElmore, Bem,
(‘hampmn, Sister W. C. Pitts.
| Porlar Head—A. J. Pitts, N. L. Long, A. F. Squires.

St. Paul—Sister Addie Hamilten, Jessie Gainey, Sister Lou

Gainey. |
Pleasant Hill—C. E. Mears, D. E. Burch, Elbert Harrell.
New Harmonyv—J. 1. Barkley, J. D. Hughes.
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BUSITNESS SESSION

The Association entered into a bug.nazss session. Bro. G. W.
Owens was re-elected Mcderator and N. E. Chestnut was re-zlect-
ed Clerk and Treasurer.

A ecall was made for petitionary letters and received none.
A call was made for correspondents from sister Assoclations
and the following were received:

From Salem—Rev. A. W. Cook, W. M. Shiver, Chester Cook,

Rev. G. L. Shutes, Rev. J. C. Eldridge, W. L. Cloud, Fierce Holly,
E. S. Haddock, J. F. Fillingim.

From State Line—Rev. Floyd Cherry.
From Union Hill—Rev. T. E. Ross.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

Committee on Divine Service—Bro. Coot Fowler, J. A, Pitts,
C. C. Owen.

Committee on Resolutions—A. F. Squires, David Cook, A. B.
Nelson, A. B. Cook, H. L. Elmore.

Committee on Obituaries—Jan’e Mears, Addie Ham:!lton,
Sister R. J. Pendarvis, Rosa Young, Sister Villa Siverling.

Finance Committee—W. J. Starry, E. C. Anderson, J. H.
Mears.

Committee on Sunday School—Rev. G. L. Shutes, Rev. W, M.
Martin, Rev. Floyd Cherry, J. H. Barkley, Rev. A .W. Cook.

Committee on Nominations—J. O. Chestnut, Jesse Gainey,
W. C. Pettis, J. D. Strickland.

Education and Literature—Rev. J. H. Chestnut, Rev. W. C.
Burton, M. Rich, Charley Mears, Elbert Harrell.

Committee on Temperance—Rev. W. M. Duncan, J. E. Sims,
D. E. Burch, W. C .Sheflield, B. H. Champion.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DIVINE SERVICE

Rev. Floyd Cherry to deliver the message at 7:30 P. M.,
Thursday evening, and Rev. T. E .Ross to preach Friday at 11:00
A. M. Closing song, “I Must Tell Jesus.” Prayer and Benedict on

by Rev. G. L. Shutes. The Association adiourned until 9:20 Fri-
day A. M.

THURSDAY EVENING, 7:30 P. M.

Service opened with song by choir. Ogpening prayer by Rev.
J. H. Chestnut. Lesson, Second Timothy, fourth chapter. Text,
Second Timothy, fourth chapter, seventh verse, from which Rev.
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" Floyd Cherry delivered a wonderful sermon. Closing prayer by

Rev. Floyd Cherry; song by choir. Benediction by Rev. W. C.
Burton.

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION

The Association was called to order by a song by the cholr,
“Blessed Assurance.” Devotional service by Rev. W. C. Burton.
. Opening prayer by Rev. A. L. Pate. Bro. Burton used as a lesson
text, Col., third chapter, from which he delviered a wonderful
“message. Song by choir. Prayer by Rev. G. L. Shutes,

The call was renewed for correspondents from sister associ-
ations and received none. The call was renewed for petitionary
letters and received none.

The statistical report blank in the general conference was
read and adopted.

REPORT ON EDUCATION AND LITERATURE

We, your committee on Education and Literature, recom-
mend that the different churches of this Association use the
Free Will Baptist literature. We also recommend that the cause
of education among our church people be advocated as much as
possible in as much as we believe it better prepares people for
all vocations of life.

Your Committee,
J. H. Chestnut, C. E. Mears, W. C. Burton,
M. Rich.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOL

We, your committee, submit the following, realizing the need
for more and better Sunday Schools. We suggest the following:
Ist. That the pastors see to the organization of Sunday
chools in their churches. o
2nd. That the churches see to the election of christian men
and women as teachers and officers.
3rd. That our own Free Will Baptist literature be used.
4th. That our adult membership show a better spirit of co-
operation. |
| Respectfully,
Rev. G. L. Shutes, Rev. W. M. Martin, Rev.

Floyd Cherry, J. H. Barkley, Rev. A. W.

Cook.

It was moved and carried that each church prepare a honor-

able report of their dead and present at the next Asscciation for
the benefit of the committee on obituaries.
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It was moved and carried that the appointment of the Ordain-
ing Council be renewed which resulted as follows: Rev. A. L. Pate,
Chairman; Rev. A. B. Nelson, Rev. J. H. Chestnut.

GENERAL BUSINESS

The following delegates were appointed to meet with the next

session of the sister associations:
To Salem—Rev. J. A. Yager, Rev. C. H, Mathews, Rev. H. L.

Hodges.
State Line—Bro. F. M. Knight, G. W. Owens.

Union Hill—Bro. C. C. Owen, C. L. Mears.
The following delegates were appointed to meet with the next
session of the general conference: Bro. F. M. Knight and Rev. W.

C. Burton.
The next session of the general conference w:ll convene with

Glennville, Ga., beginning on Tuesday evening following the sec-.

ond Sunday in June, 1936.
It was moved and carried to add two new members to the

executive board which was Bro. David Cook and Bro. W. C. Pettis.

ELEVEN OCLLOCK SERVICE, FRIDAY A. M.

Opening song by choir, “Near the Crcss. Opening .prayer by
Rev. W. M. Martin. Sermon by Rev. T. E. Ross. Seriptural les-
son, Matthew, eleventh chapter. Text, Matthew 11:28. Song by
choir, “I Am On My Way To Cannan.” Prayer by Rev. W. M.
Duncan. Closing prayer by Rev. A. B. Nelson. Closing song,
“Jesus Is Calling Today.” Benediction by Rev. Floyd Cherry.

Noon one hour. -
The Association reassembled by song by cholr. Prayer by W.

C. Pettis.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

The report of the committee on nom.nations will be found on
lower part of outside front cover.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE

We, your committee, submit the following report:
1st. That we believe that intemperance is destructive to the
usefulness of men In any work, to take the twentieth chapter of

Proverbs for your guide.
2nd.  Whosoever use intemperance deceiveth many. We

recommend that all members be more temperant in language and

strong drink.
Rev. W. M. Dunecan, Chairman.

B PR Ve
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REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE

We, your committee, submit the following report:

We find in the treasury ..., $ 581
Sent in by the churches ... 21.70
Total e 27.561

W. J. Starry, Chairman.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OBITUARIES
We. your committee, submit the following report on
Memorials: | |

Spring Hill-—Bro. R. M. Melvin, Sister Penny Bolden, Sister
- Ardella Pate, Sister Flora Strickland, Sister Beckey Best.

New Ho'pe Church-—Bro. John Harrison. .
Cowarts Creek-—Sister Cammie Deal.

Piney Grove—Sicter Adeline Crawford, Sister Josephine
Crawford.

OUR HONORED DEAD

O

Bre. R. M. Melvin

Sister Pennie Belden
Sister Ardella Pate
Sister Flora Strickland
Sister Beckey Best

Ero. John Harrison
Sister Cammie Deal
Sister Adeline Crawferd

Sister Jcse-phi.ne Crawford
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REPCRT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS
We, your committee, submit the following report that:

That this Association shall have a Home Missicn Board con-

sisting of three members elacted by the Association. The Home

Mission Board appointed: A. B. Nelscn, Chairman; A. I'. Squires,"

A. B. Cock.

This board shall employ a minister or ministers to evangelize
or work in the destitute fields in our Association. They shall pay
said employes from the Home Mission funds.

One member of the Home Mission Board shall be treasurer
for Home Mission funds; he shall only pay out mission funds
upon a written order from the chairman of the Home Mission
Board. The treasurer ghall keep a record of all funds paid out

and it shall be entered upon the chairman’s annual report to the

Association.

v — M e e .

The Home Mission funds shall only be subject to the order ol

the Home Mission Board of the Association.

HOME MISSION SOCIETIES

Each church in the association shall have a home mission $2-

'ciety headed by a chairman elected by the society or appointed by
the pastor of the church.

The socioty shall elect all other officers when i1t does not
authorize their chairman to agpoint them.

Each society shall make its own assessments of dues which
shall be paid into its own treasury. Not less than ten cents for
each member shall be sent annually to the treasurer of the Home
Mission Board.

Each society shall work for the winning of souls. Each so-
ciety shall meet semi-monthly when each member is expected to
report on his or her work and offer plans for the future work.

All church members who desire may donate the ten cents or
more and shall be given ecredit by the treasurer of the mission

society of his or her church.

We recommend that the executive ccmmittee keep a record
of their work during the year and make a written report of same
to the Association.

We recommend that the 14th article of the Decorum be
changed to read as follows: ‘“Any minister found guilty of un-
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christian conduct shall turn his credentials over to the executive
committee.”

The executive committee shall visit the churches when neces-
| sary and assist them in keeping order.

A. F. Squires, Chairman.

RESOLUTION OF THANKS

We, the delegates and messengers that compose the Liberty
Free Will Baptist Association, do sincerely thank the good people
of Poplar Head church and surrounding ecommunity for their
bountiful spread and their goodness to us while with them. We
pray that God will bless and keep them.

~ Public collection for Rev. W. M. Duncan. Amount, $7 07.
Bro. Duncan is a time worn soldier of the cross, worthy of praisc
and honor

It was moved and carried that the time of the Association b=

changed from Thursday and Friday to Friday and Saturday of
the same week and month. - -

It was moved and carried to pay the clerk $7.50 for his ser-
vice. | "

Report of Rev. J. A. Yager: “I am devoting my time to mis-
sion work. I have preached some at the Bay county -convic:

camps. Am now located at Millville, Fla. Pray for me.”
Song by cholr. Benediction by Rev. W. M. Duncan.
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Piney Grove, J. C. Eldridge...... T. D. Owens, Chipley, Fla......... 8 1...|....] 9] 1]...] 2/1160{2nd Sunday
Blountstown, A. L. Pate.__........ Mrs. R. J. Pendarvis, Blountstown|| 1|..| 2|....1 8| | 40|3rd Sunday
Beulah, A. B. Nelson......... e W. C. Pettis, Graceville, Fla.._..... | 2.1 5 64/4th Sunday
New Harmony, J. H. Chestnut..| J. S. Hughes, Chipley, Fla............. ...l 1.1 1 21/3rd Sunday
Pleazant Hill, A. B. Nelson...... C. E. Mears, Bonifay, Fla............ I U T U I 37|1st Sunday
Porlar Head, E. L. Hughes...... A. ¥. Squires, Bonifay, Fla... ... .o .bl 8l ]...] 46|]1st Sunday
St. Johns, Floyd Cherry.............. N. E. Chestnut, Bonifay, Fla. ... 21 1i....) 1! 4} 1 31....1134|3rd Sunday
Spring Hill, L. C. Mixon........._... J. L. Smith, Bonifay, Fla............ [ 3.l 3l.|._..1 5 80{2nd Sunday
Cowarts Creek, M. M. Hicks......| J. C. Fowler, Dothan, Ala......_..._ . P 1] 1)) 1) 69i4th Sunday
Liberty, A. B. Nelson..............| J. Foster, Vernon, Fla. . ......_..... 16l 14 7.1 27/8rd Sunday
New Hope, W. C. Burton........_. | Lewis Siverling, Crescent City, Fla.l| 2| _..1.__|..[...1 8 1] 1] 21
St. Pavl. J. C. Eldridge.............. J. .. Gainey. Vernon, Fla............... 1 O DR TN T T ...l 4212nd Sunday
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CHURCH DECORUM

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at last confer-
ence In Asgsociation year, or, if they prefer, may choose a pastor
for an indefinite length of time to continue from year to year as
long as he may deem it proper to keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes necessary a pastor may be chosen at any
other time, but if the choice be made at a special conference the
time must be appolnted at a monthly meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of church, but when the
Moderator, being present, same as absent, or does not sit, a suit-
ahle brother shall be appointed in his place.

. 4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose
duty it shall be to superintend the collection and distribution of
2ll contributions made for pastor, etc., and to d.stribute the bread
and wine in the admin’stration of the Lord’s Supper.

5. The deacons shall also take notice of such members as re-
fuse or neglect to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and endeavor to
‘ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid before the church
conference if necessary.

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it
R]ﬂall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing pertain-
ing to the business of the church and preserve a file of the min-
utes of the Assoclation.

7. When a clerk is appointed all the books, minutes, etc., be-
longing to the clerk, shall be immediately turned over to him by
ki~ predecessor.

7. When 1t becomes necessary, a committee of not less than
three male members, well acquainted with business, shall be ap-
pointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brothers who ap-
1ly to them relative to cases of dealing, ete., w.th the churen.

9. The church shall hold two days meeting embracing Sat-
urday and the Lord’s Day following, the first of which shall be
the regular time for conference.

10. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female, to
attend each conference, if they can, for on that day the pastor is
expected to instruct the church in a special manner by giving pla‘n
and pointed lessons on church dotcrine, discipline and rules of
holy living.

11. Any male member who shall fa’l to attend three succes-
sive conferences, and any member who may be generally remiss
in attending meetings of the church according to covenant
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(Article 10) shall be cited to appear in conference and answer
for his conduct, but the church may exempt members from this
if necessary.

Conference shall be opensed as follows: . First, prayer,
unless divine service has just been concluded, and generally then;
Second, invite visiting brethren to seats with us; Third, open the
doors for reception to members; Fourth, call for absentees; Fifth,
for acknowledgements; Sixth, for references or deferred business;
“eventh, for matters of dealing which are in order to come before
the church; Eighth, for miscellaneous business.

13. Visiting brethren called in as help from other churches
shall be allowed to give counsel but not allowed to vote.

14. An ordinary member of a Baptist church which does not
hold this church in fellowship, may be received into this church
without a letter when it is made apparent that his Christian char-
acter is unreproachable and that he has applied for a letter and
could not obtain it because he wanted to join this cor some sister
church. All other persons must join by letter or baptism.

15. We receive members by experience or baptism; on con-

fession of faith; by letter or restoration.

16, When the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shali
inform the church what male members have been absent from
three successive conferences, and the Moderator shall appoint soms
brother or brethren to cite each of them the next conference.

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited
verbally or in writing to attend his trial, provided his residence
be known to the church.

18. When a witness, not a member of the church, is intro-
duced he shall not be examined until the question has been put to
the church: “Will you hear the testimony of the witness?”

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledge-
ment shall be printed in the church book.

20. Members dismissed from the church by the letter whn
become disorderly or continue to hold their letter without good
reason shall be cited to conference to answer for their conduct.

21. Expelied members may be restored to fellowship on their
petition, if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church

that they have sincerely repented of thelr former evil. |
22. A vote shall not be taken on any question without a move

and second, and on all important questions the vote shall be taken
by rising to the feef. |
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23. No motion shall be made while a move and second is be-
fore the conference.

24. It shall be considered disorderly for a member to abseni
himself from conference when an important question is to be de-
cided; but a member upon request may be exempted by the church
from voting on either side in peculiar cases. |

25. No member shall leave the house during conference
without a sufficient excuse, nor engage in conversation or whis-
pering, without being subjected to be called to order by the
Moderator. |

26. All discussion in conference must be conducted with
calmness and good feeling. Those who speak must rise to their
feet and keep to the point in debate.

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same
subject without permission of the Moderator, nor shall the re-
marks on any one be unreasonably long.

28. When the Moderator speaks he must nominate some
brother as Moderator in his stead.

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it be
necessary to call him to order.

30, We believe it to be the duty of the church to communi-
cate, wach the saint’s feet as often as the church sees fit, the ex-
penses to be raid by the church.

31. Members not in good standing should not commune, bat

the adm’nistration should not be deferred on account of any or-

dinary matter of dealing.
32, Publie fasting, humiliation and prayer_shall be observed

on proper occasions.

O

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We believe there is but one living and true God, whose
name is Jehovah, the Maker and Ruler c¢f the Universe.—1st. Cor.
8:6; 1st Tim. 2:5-6.

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom
“are all things, and by Whom salvaticn is made secure.—Heb. 2:9;
St. John 3:16; 1st John 2:2.
- Y. 3. We believe that in the beginning that God made man up-
right and placed him in a state of glory, without the least mixturc
-of misery from which he voluntarily, by transgression fell, and by
that means brought on himself a miserable and mortal ctate, sub-
ject to death.—Genisis 2:17; 3:19,
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4. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for the lack
of Christ.—Mark 16- 15; Luke 24:47; 1st Tim. 2:4.

5. We believe that the holy scriptures are the word of God
and they are the only rule of faith and practice.—Acts 17-30;
IHeb. 3-10; 1st John 5:10. |

6. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father,
by the Holy Ghost through Jesus Christ the Son.—2nd Tim.
3:16-17.

7. We believe that good works are the fruits of faith and

faith without work i1s dead.—Luke 14-16; Math, 28:19; Luke

18 3-5; Acts 3:19-28; St. Mark 1:15.
8. We believe that the blessings of salvation are made fren

. and attainable by all mankind.—Math. 11:27-30; St. John 6:44-65;

Psalms 1:1; Titus 2:11-12,

9, We believe that Commemoraticn and Feet \Vashm-:v' are
the ordinances of Christ and immersion only is baptism.—St. John
13:1; Tim. 5:6; Psalms 27:1-17.

10. We believe that all Christians should unite in Perform-
ing the sacred ordinances.—Rom. 12:4-5.

11. That the end of the world is approaching when Chrlqt
will descend from Heaven and raise the dead from their graves
to final retribution; that a solemn separation will then take place,
the righteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness and the

- wicked to endless punishment and this judgment will fix forever

the final state of man in heaven or hell, on principles of righteous-
ness.—Rev. 22:12; St. John 14:2-3.

o

DECORUM OF LIBERTY ASSOCIATION

Article 1. This Association shall be composed of delegates
from churches in good standing only, and shall be called together
Ly the Moderator of last session, if present. If absent, by his as-
sistant or by some one elected by the body.

Article 2. This Association shall be opened and closed with
prayer.

Article 3. The Moderator and Clerk of the last session shall
officiate until the body is organized and new officers elected by

~ ballot.

Article 4. The Modevr ator shall eall the body to order and

see that order is preserved. Submit all motions to the body. He

shall have the same r.ght of specch as any other member, but ap-

!wmnwc’u*_ Hmemen . .
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point some other brother as chairman while speaking. He shall
not have the right to vote unless it be in a case of a tie, then he
may cast the deciding vote.

~Article 5. The delegates shall be enrolled by the Clerk as
they are seated in the body. And the roll shall be called. each
morning and all not answering to their names marked absent.

~ Article 6. That no delegate or minister shall be allowed to
absent himself from the body during any session without per-
mission from the Moderator.

Article 7. That all ministers belonging to this Association
must be present at each session or send in a report to the former
Moderator as to the cause of absence or his name will be left off
the ministers list of this session,

Article 8. And that each minister shall make a report of
how many churches he is serving, if any, what each church
- -has paid him for his service.

Article 9. That no minister shall be considered in good
standing that officiates in the rights of matrimony where either
party have been divorced except it be for fornication.

Article 10. That no church shall be considered in this body
that retains a minister or deacon that has more than one living
wife or drinks intoxicating beverages. |

Article 11. All business shall be brought before the body
by move and zecond and shall be disposed of according to good
usage. But no move shall be submitted to the body when there is
a move before the house unlesg the first one be withdrawn by the
person who made such move, and no person shall be allowed to
spé_é__k more than three (3) times on the same subject and not
H_iOré than ten (10) minutes each time without a move and second
‘carried by the body. '

Article 12. No person shall be disturbed while speaking so
long as he keeps to the point in debate only by the Moderator and
then only call him to order. Only one person shall be allowed to
speak at a time and he must rise to his feet and address the Mod-
erator and he must not use abusive language or personal re-
flection upon any one.

Article 13. This Association shall have a treasurer and ex-
ecutive committee to be elected annually. And no church shall be
considered in this body who shall. or have retained a minister
that has stepped aside from his obligations in any form (as in
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1st Tim. 3 chap.) unless said minister has shown by his actions
that he has repented of the former evil.

Article 14. That any minister found guilty of unchristian
conduct shall turn his credentials over to the executive committee.

Article 15. That no church shall retain a minister or deacon
who does not rule his own house well.

Article 16. That no church shall be recorded in this body who
does not commune and wash feet at least twice (2) a year and who
does not have conference at least six (6) times a year and each
church shall state in its asscciational letter as to whether this
ordinance has been kept or not. And also state how much it has
paid its pastor and all ministers serving churches shall preach at
least one sermon a year on doctrine and rules of holy living.

- Article 17. Any preacher belonging to this body who sends

an appointment or serving churches who fail to meet at the ap-
pointed hour shall be due acknowledgements to congregation or
church. |

Article 18. No preacher shall preach in our churches that
cannot bring a clear record from his home church,

‘Article 19. No preacher shall pastor a church unless he on
his first trip produce his eredentials.

O
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