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Proceedings
0

According to previous appointment the Forty-Eighth Annual
Session of the West Florida Liberty Free-Will Baptist Associa-
tion met with Piney Grove Church, October 15th and 16th, 1936.

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION

Song by choir. Opening prayer by Rev. Floyd Cherry. A
short talk by Rev. A. L. Pate. Introductory by Rev. W. M. Martin.
Lesson text St. Mark, 28th chapter. Closing prayer by Rev. J. C,
Eldridge. Closing song No. 21 in Glory Dawn. Benediction by
Rev, W. M. Duncan. One hour for refrehment.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

- The Association reassembled by a song from the choir. Op-
- ening prayer by Rev. J. S. Wachob. The following Scripture
-lessons were read by Bro. G. W, Owens, Moderator: St. Matthew,
24th Chapter; St. Luke, 17th Chapter from 1 to 10; Acts 7th
Chapter, 54th verse.

A call was made for corresponding letters and aalegates
from the various churches, and received the following:

Crescent City was represented by letter.

St. John’s—J. W. Nelson, J. E. Sims, Bob Walsingham, N,
F.. Chestnut, Cumi Sims, Anna Lee Harris and Olive Berry.

Poplar Head-——Roy Chestnut, Jack Pitts, A, F. Squires, Sister
Venie Davis, Roxy Pitts.

Spring Hill—J. I. Mears, J. L. Smlth C. S. Parish, Janie
Mears,

Cowarts Creek—A. Fowler, J. C. Fowler Rlchard Fowler .
- C. Sil-ox.
| Blountstown—F. M. Knight, W. J. Starry, Sister F. M. Knight
and Sister R. J. Pendarvis. '
" Pleasant Hill-—C. E. Mears, Sister Goldie Harrell.

Beulah—Ben Champion, Sisters W. C. Pettis and Ben Cham-
nion. | |

- Poly Branch—received by letter.

St. Paul—C. C. Clemons, J. L. Gainey, Tom Owens.
| Piney Grove-—John M. Rich, A. P. Weeks, W. H. Shores,
Martie Mears, Bernard Owens.
Liberty—D. J. Cook, J. Foster.
The Association entered into a business session, and re-

elected G. W. Owens Moderator and N. E. Chestnut Clerk and
Treasurer.
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A call was made for petitionary letters and received none.

A call was made for correspondence frcm Sister Associa-
tions.

From State Line—Rev. Floyd Cherry and Rev. D. W. Pool.

Bros. J. F. Fillingim, Chester Cook, J. S. Wachob and G. L.
Shutes were seated as visiting brethren from Salem. -

- APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

E. Mears.

Committee on Resolutions—A. F. Squires, Rev. W. M. Dun-

can, John M Rich, A. B. Nelson.

Committee on Memorials—Sisters R. J. Pendafvis, Goldie
Harrell, Janie Mears, J. H. Mears. |

. Committtee on Finance—J. E. Sims, Bob Walsinzham, Ber-
nard Owens, J. W. Nelson,

Committee on Sabbath Schools—W. C. Pettis, Martie Mears,
A. P. Weeks, Rev. W. M. Martin.

Committee on Auxiliary—J. H. Chestnut, B. H. Champion
Sister Oma Lee Harris, Cumi Sims, Venie Davis.

| Committee on Temperance—J . W. Nelson, Sister B. H. Cham-
pion, Olive Berry, W. H. Shores.

Committee on Educatmn—-A B. Nelson, Rev, A. L. Pate,
Floyd Cherry, D. W. Pool.

Committee on Nomlnatlons—-.] Foster, Roy Chestnut, W. G, -

I'. Owens.
Public collection for Rev. Hodges, $4.19.
- REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DIVINE SERVICE
- Rev. J. F. Sowell to bring the message Friday at 7:00 p. m.
Rev. D. W. Pool to conclude the service. Rev. Floyd Cherry to
preach Saturday morning at 11 a. m,
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS
On lower part of outside front cover. Closing song No, 21
in Glory Dawn, Benediction by Rev., W. M. Ducan.

FRIDAY EVENING, 7:00 P. M.

The congregation was called to order by sonz from the
choir. Opening prayer by Rev. J. F. Shutes. Sermon by Rev.
J. F. Sowell, Scriptural lesson, St. Mark, 8rd Chapter. The sermon
concluded by D. W. Pool. Closing nrayer Rev. A. B. Nelson. Ben
ediction by Rev. A, L. Pate.

The Association adjourned until 9 oclock Saturday morning.

Committee on Divine Service—J. L. Smith, A. J. Pitts, Cf
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SATURDAY MORNING SESSION

at 9:30 ’clock. Opening prayer by Rev. J. S. Wachob. Devotion
by Rev. J. S. Wachob. Secriptural lesson, Romans 2nd Chapter,
text, verse 18. Song by choir, |

The Association again entered into a business session. Re-

néwed the call for Petitionary Letters and received none. Re-

newed the call for correspendence from Sister Assocmtlons and
received none, .

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

We, your committee on Education, submit the ‘following re-
port: We recommend that each church send in a contribution for
the support of the Zion Bible School to the next session of the
Association.

. A. B. Nelson Chalrman |

An urgent appeal was made by Rev. Floyd Cherry to the

Assoclation in regard to subscriptions to the Free-Will Baptist.
paper.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AUXILIARY
We, your committee on Auxiliary, recommend that the pas-

tor of each church in this Association endeavor to have carried |
on in their churches the different branches of Auxiliary, namely:

Sunday School, League and Ladies’ Aid work, which we feel

that no church can afford to be without. We recommend that they

select- as leaders and teachers the best Christian people they

‘can get. J. H. Chestnut, Chairman.

"REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOL

We, your committee on Sabbath School submit the following

‘report: We find all churches represented have Sabbath Schools

except three, and we urge the pastors of these churches to
endeavor to establish Sabbath Schools in these churches, We
also recommend that each branch of the churches use Free-Will
Baptist literature. We also recommend that-each home pro-
vide wholesome hterature for their children to read. -
| W. C. Pettis, Chairman.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS

We submit the following repeort: Observing that our Church
Letters are getting so lengthy by reporting Auxiliary work, we
recommend, first, that the Young Pecople’s League elect a Pres-
ident and Secretary for the entire Association. That the League
shall make separate reports in joint session at our Association’

"The Association was called to order with song by the choir
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4 Forty-Eighth Annual Session

- in which reports for all Leagues in the Association shall be

heard. Second, we recommend that the Ladies’ Aid follow the @)
same plans as outlined in the first article. Third, we recommend
the election of a Sunday School worker for the entire Association.

A. F. Squires, Chairman.
- Ten minutes intermission. Benediction by Rev. W. M. Daun-
can.

ELEVEN O’CLOCK SERVICES

Rev. Floyd Cherry filled the stand at eleven o‘clock, ap-
parently giving each one. his portion, we trust, in due season.

Seriptural lesson, St. John, 6th Chapter, verses 1 to 14, Central

thought—*“Christ Our Saviour.”

Public collection for Rev. W. M. Duncan, $6.23.
. Closing song, by choir in Glory Dawn. Closing prayer by

A 'B. Nelson, Benedlctlon by Rev. G." L. Shutes. One hour for

Y efreshments

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SFSSION

| The Association reassembled with song by the choir, No. 80
in Glory Dawn, |

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEMORIALS

| We, your Committee on Memorials, submit the following

report: We find from letters the followinz dzceasedl—From Pinay

" Grove, three; from Poley Branch, nine; St. Jcohn’s, onz;
Blountstown ong; Spring Hill, one; Crescent City, one, and.

Poplar “Head, one. With sad hearts we report the death of
our loved ones. Cowarts Creek also reports the loss of two of

.--their Brethren. =~ = = ‘Sister Janie Mears, Chairman.
OUR JIONORED DEAD
Bre. A. R. Barfield Bro. and Sister Shepard ~
Bro. H. Vann | | Sister Inez Parish
'Slster mee Carnley Bre. Alfend McAlpin
__ Sister Henrletta Kirkland Bro. and Sister Lum Brant
| __'Slster Cha rley Ceok "~ Bro. Ambros Edwards
Bm . H Lassner Bre. W. C. ‘Whitted

-- Slster' Sarah Virginia Trawwk Rev. W. H -McAlpin

;
-
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE

We your Committee, submit the fcllcwing report: Since the
use of intoxicating beverages is destructive to the usefulness of
man, both spiritual and temperal, and the 18th amendment has
been repealed, it seems that it gives Satan a better hold on’
the people, and it becomes us as a church pzople to become more
cattious and on our guard against the deceitfulness of sin. We
snggest that all members of the church be temperate in language

and strong drink. J. W. Nelson, Chairman.
- REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
We find in the treasury ... R $ 2.11
Sent in by the churches .....cooooeei . 21.75
For Zion Bible .o ... 240
Home Missions ............ ettt —amamaneaean 3.156
Total .o $29.41

J. E. Sims, Chairman.

CORRESPONDENTS TO SISTER ASSOCIATIONS

Union Hill Associations—B. . Champion, W. C. Pettis and -
A. L. Pate.

State Line Association—Rev. A. L. Pate, Rev. W, M Duncan.

- Correspondents to the Eastern General Association which
will convene with Horse Branch Church, Turbeville, S. C., be-
ginning on Tuesday evening following the first Sunday
in June, 1937 namely, June 8-11, 1937.—A. B. Nelson, J W.
Nelzan.

It was moved and carried to retain the same Executive Com-
mittea. .
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

A short but interesting talk by Bro. A. J. Pitts on financing
God’s cause. Moved and carried to pay the Clerk $7.50. Moved and
carried to have 300 Minutes printed. The appointment of the
Sabbath Schcol and League workers was deferred .until their
respective conventions convene.

RESOLUTION OF THANX3
We, the Delegates and Messengers that composc the n-1"#rw
Free-Will Baptist Association, do sincerely thank the good people

- of Piney Grove Church and surrounding commonity for their

5o e S ————ap—— e — P —— A, s | =1 = T ) T S rrppeie— . m——i— - - — ——J=it=r

hountiful spread and their goodness to us while with them We
pray that God will continue to bless and keep them. |
| Moved and carried to adjourn. Song by choir, No. 139 In
Glory Dawn. Benediction by Rev. W. M. Duncan




- Forty-Eighth Annual Session

kbt PR " " . - — M. .1 e

Statistical Table

| Slul | om

ElE e B

R8s g

R T T R B~

: 20 Bllg o8 S

i !4Jf Qi 4 :’3. QD i

CHURCHES AND PASTORS | CLERKS 2 oigle _aes
_: L I S N N -

| MR D, g KD e

' S VI QI O o, Vilem! O

‘ _ | AAMFALDEAQARA B

Piney Grove, Floyd Cherry .. 'T D. Owens, Chipley, Fla. ... 38| 6] 1] 0/50] 2| 0] 3l176
Blountstawn, J. H. Chesnut ....:Mrs. R. J Penadrws Blountstown 0/ 6] 0] 0f 0) 0] 0; 1i 40
Beulah, W. M. Martin ........_....... W. C. Pettis, Gracevﬂle Fla. ... . 0] 0 0] 1] 0/ 0f O} 0] 65
Poley Branch, W, M. Martin .....J. C, MOTTIS oo eeroeoeeee SUUUUN FRUS DRIV JU SN FR SV U IO
- Pleasant Hill, A. B. Nelson ____IC. E. Mears, Bonifay, Fla. ........... . 0] 0] 0] 0] 0] O] 0] O] 37
Poplar Head, Lovering .............. 'A. F. Squires, Bonifay, Fla. ... 7/ 0} 0] 0/ 7| 0] o] 1| 55
St. John’s, Floyd Cherry ........ N E Chestnut, Bonifay, Fla. ........ .+ 6 2] 0] 1] 9] 3| 0] 1{138
Spring Hill, T. E. Ross ............ |J. L. Smith, Bomfay, Fla................. .0} 0 0] 0} 0] 3] 0l 1] 71
Cowarts Creek, J. C. Eldridge ...J. C. Fowler Dothan, Ala. ....... . 0] O] 0] 1} 1| O] 0] 2| 68
Liberty, A. B. Nelson ... .| J. Foster, Vernon Fla. ;j 3t 0 0{ 0| 3] 0! 0 O 17
" New Hope, W. C. Burton............. Lewis Slverhng, Crescent City _. 1] 0] 0] 1] 2| 0 0} 1] 22
St. Paul, A. B. N-elson ............ fJ L. Gainey, Vernon, Fla. ...__...... 0! 0| ol 0| 0] 0/ 0| Ol 42
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CHURCH DECORUM ~

1. The church may choose a pastor anually at last confer-
etice in Association year, or, if they prefer, may choose a pastor
for an indefinite length of time to continue from year to year as
long as he may deem it proper to keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes necessary a pastor may be chosen at any
other time, but if the choice be made at a special conference the
time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of church, but when the
Moderator being present, same as absent, or does not sit, a suit-
able brother shall be appointed in his place.

4, There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose
duty it shall be to superintend the collection and distribution of
all contributions made for pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread
and wine in the administration of the Lord’s Supper.

5. The deacons shall also take notice of such members as re-
fuse or neglect to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and endeavor to
ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid before the church
cenference if necessary. -

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Cle.rk,; and it
shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing pertain-
ing to the business of the church and preserve a file of the min-
utes of the Association,

| 7. When a clerk is appointed all the books, minutes, ete., be-
~ lenging to the clerk, shall be immediately turned over to him by
~ his predecessor.

8. When it becomes necessary, a committee of not less than
three male members, well acquainted with business, shall be ap-
pointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who ap-
ply to them relative to ecases of dealing, etc., with the church.

9. The church shall hold two days meeting embracing Sat-
urday and the Lord’s Day following, the first of which shall be
the regular time for conference.

10. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female, to
attend each conferenec, if they can, for on that day the pastor is
expected to instruct the church in a special manner by giving plain
and pointed lessons on church doctrine, discipline and rules of
holy living. |

11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three succes-
sive conferences, and any member who may be generally remiss
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~in  attending meetings of the church accorimg to covenant

(Article 10) shall be cited to appear in conference and answer
for his conduect, but the church may exempt members from this

1f necessary.

12. Conference shall be opened as follows: First, prayer;

“unless divine service has just been concluded, and generally then;

Second, invite visiting brethren to have seats with wus; Third,
open the doors for reception to members; Fourth, call for ab-
sentees; Fifth., for acknowledgments; Sixth for references or de-
ferred business; Seventh, for matters of dealing which are in or-
der to come before the church; Eighth, for miscellaneous busi-
ness.

13. Visiting Brethren called in as help from other churches
shall be allowed to vote,.

14. An ordinary member of a Baptist church which does not .
hold this chuich in fellowship, may be received into this
church without a letter when it is made apparent that his Christ-

- ian character is irreproachable and that he has applied for a

letter and could not obtain it because he -wanted to join this
or some sister church. All other persons must join by letter or
baptism. |

15. We receive members by experience or baptism; on con-
fession of faith; by letter or restoration. |

16, When the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall
itform the church what male members have been absent from
three successive conferences, and the Moderator sha'l apoint soms
brother or brethren to cite each of them the next conferznce.

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited
verbally or in- writing to attend his trial, provided his residence .
be known to the church. |

- 18. When a witness, not a member of the church, is.intro-

duced, he shall not be examined until the question has been put to

the church: “Will you hear the testimony of the witness?”
19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledza-
ment shall be printed in the church book.

20. Members dismissed from the church by the letter who
become disorderly or continue to hold their letter without good
reason shall be cited to conference to answer for their conduct.

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their

petition, if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church
that they have sincerely repented of their fomer evil |
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22. A vote shall not ke taken on any question without a move
and second, and on all important questions the vote shall be
taken by rising to the feet.

23. No motion shall be made while a move and second i1s be-
'f01e the conference. | ;.

".4

Zi. It shall be cousidered disorderly for a member to absent
himself from conference when. an important question is to be de-
cided but a member upon request may be exempted by the
.chulch from voting on either side in peculiar cases.

- No member shall leave the house during conference
mthout a sufficient excuse, nor engage in conversation or whis-

pering, without being subjected to be called to order by the
Moderator. .

| 26, All discussion in conference must be conducted with
- camness and good feeling. Those who speak must rise to their
fecet and keep to the point in debate.

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same
sub’ect without permission of the Moderator, nor shall the re-
malks on any one be unreasonably long.

' 23. When the Moderator speaks he must nominate. some
brother as Moderator in his stead.

.9. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it be
necessary to call him to order.

30. We believe it to be the duty of the church to communi-
cate, wash the saint’s feet as often as the church sees fit, the ex-
penses to be paid by the church. |

31. Members not in good standing should not commune, but
the administration should not be deferred on account of any or-
ainary matter of dealing.

32, Public fasting, humiliation a.nd prayer shall be obsewed
on prOpe1 occasions.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

- 1. -We believe there is but one living and true God, whose
name is Jehovah, the maker and ruler of the universe.—1st. Cor.
8:6; Ist Tim. 2:5-6. |
.2, We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom
. are all things, and by Whom salvation is made secure.—Heb, 2:9;
St. John 3:16; 1st John 2:2 |
3. We believe that in the beginning that God made man up-
richt and placed him in a state of glory, without the least mixture
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of misery from which he voluntarily, by transgression fell, and by

that means brought on himself a miserable and mortal state, sub-
ject to death.—Genesis 2:17; 8:19.

4., We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for the lack
of Christ.—Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; 1st Tim. 2:4.

5. We believe that the holy scriptures are the word of Gad

and that they are the only rule of faith and practice—Acts 17:30;
Heb. 3:10; 1st John 5:10.

6. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father,

" by the Holy Ghost through Jesus Christ the Son.—2nd Tim.

3:16-17.

- 7. We believe that good works afe the fruits of faith and
faith without work is dead.—Luke 14-16; Math. 28:19; Luhe
13:3-5; Acts 3:19-38; St. Mark 1:15.

. 8. We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free
and attainable by all mankind.—Math. 11:27-30; St. John 6:44-65;

salms 1:1: Titws 2:11-12,

9. We believe that Commemoration and Feet Washing are
the ordinances of Christ and immersion only is baptism,—St. John
13:1; Tim. 5:6; Psalms 28:1-17.

10, We believe that-all Christians should unite in perform-
irg the sacred ordinances.—Rom. 12:4-5.

11. That the end of the world is approaching‘ when Christ

- will descend from Heaven and raise the dead from their graves
to equal retribution; that a solemn separation will then take

place, the righteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness and
the wicked to endless punishment, and this judgment will fix for
ever the final state of man in heaven or hell, on principles of

- righteousness.—Rev. 22:12; St. John 14:2-3.

DECORUM OF LIBERTY ASSOCIATION

Article 1. This Association shall be composed of delegates
from churches in good standing only, and shall be called together
by the Moderator of last session, if present. If absent, by his as-

| smtant or some onhe elected by the body.

Article 2, This Association shall be opened and closed with
nrayer. ‘

Article 3. The Moderator and Clerk of the last session shall
ofﬁmate until the body is organized and new officers elected byl

ballot.
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| Article 4. The Moderator shall call the body to order and
see that order is preserved. Submit all motions to the body. He
shall have the same right of speech as any other membe:, but ap-
point some other brother as chairman while speaking. He shall
not have the right to vote unless it be in case of a tie, then he
- may cast the deciding vote.

Artlcle 9. The delegates shall be enrolled by the Clerk as
they are seated in the body. And the roll shall be called each
n_lo_rning and all not answering to their names marked absent.

~ Article 6. That no delegate or minister shall be allowed
to absent himself from the body during any session without per-
mission from the Moderator.

Article 7. That all ministers belonging to this Association
must be present at each session or send in a report to the former
Moderator as to the cause of absence or his name will be left
 off the ministers’ list of this session. |

~Article 8. And that each minister shall make a report of
- how many churches he is serving, if any, and what each church
has paid him for his service.

Article 9.—That no minister shall be considered in good
standing that officiates in the rites of matrimony where e1ther
party has been divorced except it be for fornication.

Article 10. That no church shall be considered in th1s body
that retains a minister or deacon that has more than one living
wife or drinks intoxicating beverages.

Article 11. All business shall be brought before the body
by move and second and shall be dispcsed of according to good
‘usage. But no move shall be submitted to the body when there is
a move before the house, unless the first one be withdrawn by the

- person who made such move, and no person shall be allowed to

speak more than three (3) times on the same subject and not
more than ten (10) minutes each time without a move and second
- carried by the body.

~ Article 12. No person shall be disturbed while speaking so |

long as he keeps to the point in debate, only by the Moderator,

‘and then only to call him to order. Only one peron shall be al- |

lowed to speak at a time and he must rise to his feet and address
the Moderator, and he must not use abusive language or per-
sonal reflection uvon any one.

‘Article 13. This Association shall have a treasurer and ex-
ecutive committee to be elected annually. And no church shall be

i
;
r
r
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considered in this body who shall, or have retained a minister
that has stepped aside from his obligations in any form (as in
Ist. Tim. 3 chap.) unless said minister has shown by his actions
that he has repented of the former evil.

Article 14. That any minister who will voluntarily step
aside immediately turn his credentials over to the executive com-
mittee and said executive committee shall visit various churches
to see if they are in good standing or not and help them to retain
good order.

Article 15. That no church shall retain a minister or deacon
who does not rule his own house well.

Article 16, That no church shall be recorded in this body who
does not commune and wash feet at least twice (2) a year and

- who does not have conference at least six (6) times a year and

each church shall state in its associational letter as to whether
this ordinance has been kept or not. And also state how much
it has paid its pastor. All ministers serving churches shall preach
at least one sermon a year on doctrine and rules of holy living.

Article 17. Any preacher belonging to this body who sends
an appointment or serving churches who fail to meet at the ap-
pointed hour shall be due acknowledgements to congregation or
chureh. '

Article 18. No preacher shall preach in our churches that
cannot bring a clear record from his home church. |

Article 19. No preacher shall pastor a church unless he on
his first trip produce his credentials.
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~ ORDER OF BUSINESS

- C. H. Matthews rerrereesesieseesreerseesssssssssse s CHipley, Florida

1. Introductory Sermon. L . F
20 _'Call for Conespondmg Letters and Enrollment of Dele- :
- gates. o |
3. '_Olg‘anlzatlon——Electlon of Moderator and Clerk | | |
4. Call for Petitionary Letters. o i
5. Call for Correspondents from Slsuer Assoc:atlons T
- 6. _Appomtment of Committees. I | oy
7. Appointment of Correspondents. 1
8. Reading of Corresponding Letters. I
© 9. Hearing Reports of Committees. f
10, ﬂlseellaneous Busmess i
" 'NAMES OF ORDAINED MINISTERS )
;A L Pate Bomfay,.Flor’ida o .
. AL B. Nelson ...... iereevennnanenas S S S _Bo_nlfay, Florida b
J. H. Chestnut ..... Bonifay, Florida | £
o C Carnley e eeeineeenemranererens eeceeeeseneamae it ra e s “Caryville, Florida }
-x_W M. Duncan e N S Blountstown,'Florido | 7 h
J L Chason Crescent City, Florida
W, M. Martin oo ...... ‘Bonifay, Florida ﬁ ;
-~ W. C. Burton ..... — Crescent City, Florida :
L A Yager -._...-.;-.,- ............ reeraeaneeesteeeanereamteaseene e rrenneeans C hipley, Florida 1
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