MINUTES

OF THE

Fifty Second Annual Session
OF THE

West Fork Association
OF

Free Will Baptist Churches

CONVENED WITH THE

Gartman View Church

OF

Comanche, Texas
September 2 to September 4, 1941

The fifty-third session of the association will
be held with the New Salem Church five miles
southwest of Decatur on the Paradise Road.
Time; Tuesday night before the first Sunday in
September, 1942

I i

|
|
|
g.
x



[

The Flfty Second Annual Sessmn of the West Fork Asso-
ciation . of  Free Will Baptist Churches, met with the Gartman

N

View Church near Comanche, Texas on - Sept Su.cond “to the )

Fourth, 1941.

In the absence of the Moderator,. th° Clerk Bro. W D. Phll- e

lips; called ‘the ‘house ' to order and Rev. " J. A, Brooks was

B

elected’ Moderator

After some good songs the pulpit commlttee was appomt—
ed, who'were: Bro. Garlin Collins, Sister- Belle Easley and Sis-
_ter Sylvia Burks to supply the pulpit in the absence of Rev

Ruel Conner, who .was to have preached the mtroductory ser- ..

mon.” The committee appomted Rev. Tiff Covington to'take his
_place. Rev. Covington preached a wonderful sermon from 1st

. Samuel, chapter 17. His sub,]ect was, “The Battle 1s the .

. Lord’s.”
_After we’ enJoyed a good sermon the entertammg commlt-

tee ass1gned us to our homes. We were dismissed in order to .

. meet again Wednesday morrmg at nine o’clock.- We" Went to

. our homes feeling it was good to have been ‘to the house of God.

WEDNESDAY MORNING , : -
The moderator called the house to order by song Devotlonal
led by Sister M. L. Sutton, reading Genesis 17:1- 5.
- Prayer led by Rev. L. F. Burks.

In the absence of the clerk at the mornlng sessmn Bro

W1er was asked to aect as clerk pro tem.: . = .
“The moderator called the roll of ‘the churches They re-
sponded as follows: ) '

 Trinity Church, Fort Worth : . '$20 62
~ Pleasant Mount Church, Buffalo Sprmgs 3,00
.. 'New Hope, Weatherford NRLED 161 R
" New Salem, Decatur i, 4007710
~ First Church, Comanche -’ et eoinies e 2,00

) "Gartman View, Comanche
. .Total minute money received in 1941 : 62~
-Balance mmute money on hand at the’ assoc1at10n 25.21° ‘
; Total ‘'on hand at the- close. of the association $58. 83

7

o The letters were read and motlon carrled to seat the dele- e
- soever he may request SRR e

e




gates and the hand of feIlowshxp was extended by the modera—y L

tor.

. Moved and carried Vthe next assomatlon meet with the New‘ o
i Salem Church, five miles southwest of Decatur on the Paradise

“Road. . Tlme Tuesday night before the first Sunday in Sept., ’
1942 e
Rev. J. H. Measures to preach the introductory sermon.
Moved and carried to.proceed to elect officers at this time. ..
Rev. M L. Sutton was elected as moderator Rev J A. Brcoks )
a551stant moderator.
Bro “W..D. Phllhps was elected cIerk
:Bro. C. B. Wier was elected assistant clerk
Sister W. D. Phillips was elected treasurer, by a unani- .
mous vote. A fifteen minute recess was declared. o
The house was called to order with a song. DeVOthHal by
o ‘Rev. B, ‘M. Kilgore and a good testimony" meetmg was enJoyed
- closed with prayer by Rev. Kilgore.
" Rev. Tiff Covington then introduced Rev ‘C. H Perry who
».preached at the eleven-o’clock hour,: -reading Psalms 133, sub-
" ject, “Unity,” closed with a good hand shake, and prayer-by
" :Sister Jane Williams.’ 'D"smissed for lunch to rheet again at ‘
. 1:30 p. m. o '
A bountlful lunch was spread and enjoyed by all.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

Song Ied by Rev. M. L. Sutton. .

‘Devotional by Bro. H. H.: Killough.

Prayer by Rev M. L. Sutton,

Moderator called for busmess, and proceeded by the readmg-
of the Gartman View Church letter and seatmg of the deIe-
gates.

Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted ‘

. The minutes had not been prmted the last year so- 1t was -
voted to read the manuseript. - i

Clerk read the mmutes and explamed why the minutes had
not ‘been printed.

Talks on printing the minutes were - made .

Gartman View Church :asked that an ordammg counsel be ‘

appointed to ordain Bro. Ted Patton and Bro. Carlos Mchre as .

deacons for the Gartman View Church




i “: Ordammg Counsel chosen ‘as’ follows

" Rev. A, F. Fergusono L -
- Rev. Tiff Covington ) B
k, Bro Jeff- Easley

"Moved and seconded to adJourn untll mght serv1ce

\VEDNESDAY NIGHT - }:;ffﬂ”jff“§5f -

- Devotlonal led by Slster Carrle Covmgton
Prayer led by Rev. M. L. Sutton.
" . A beautiful ordination was performed.:

Charge given by Rev A F. Ferguson readmg Second Txm-

: othy second . chapter.
) Dedicational ‘prayer by Rev, Tiff Covmgton
A ‘song by a quartet: was’ rendered

Sermon by Rev. M. L. Sutton brmglng a wonderful mes-.“v,-w'v"

sage from" Eph 6:1-8. : S
Dlsmlssed to: meet Thursday morning at 9. oclock e

.. THURSDAY MORNING R
Song led by Rev. J. A, Brooks..

: chapter
port !

Report by Slster M. L. Sutton on orphanage “See’ report’
Report on Sunday School by Rev. Tiff Covington.- . |

; » 11:00 Sermon by Rev. A F. Ferguson from 2nd - ThessL o
-gnd chapter, his subJect was “The’ Great Fallmg Away ” ThlS

was a* wonderful sermon, and. we all felt it Was good to have
: vbeen there. -

"Adjourned- for 12:00 lunch A good dmner was served on’
the’ church grounds after which ,we were ready for the after-‘ L

}10011 session.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON . |

Song led by Rev M. L. Sutton
: Devotional. led - by Rev. J. A. Brooks readmg the 51xth
. Psalm.: After which ‘the association Went into-a huddle to elect
Bro. W D. Phillips chalrman of the Home Mission Board. MlS-
sion work: to be done:in the bounds of the West Fork associa-

/-

Devotlonal led by Bro. W D. Phllllps readmg Romans 12th' '

Report on Ladles Work given by Slster Maud Wler, see re— o

e
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'txon and gave }nm the power to select, h1s ass1stants, Bro G. W.

vTaylor was selected “as chalrman, and Sister Pitspactrick as =~ e
secretary and treasurer. In thls sessmn there was $16. 00 ralsed'-f :

to start the work. - -
Six. pastors pledged their support.: Bro. Phllllps asked that )
“‘each of their -churches promote one revival meeting in the

- bounds of the West Fork Association. All. the preachers, dea- ’

cons and Sunday School Supern‘tendents were' appointed- on -
thls board;therefore, it is believed by the time for the next -

association some good wxll be. reported from this home mission ¢ -

. board. : i
Moved and- carned that a dlrector be elected for each de- )
: partment of our work.

Electlons proceeded as follows

Sunday School ieoococoocecnBro, C. B. Wier, Ft. Worth”

" Foreign Mlssxon weitevnee. Bro. Jeff Easley, Comanche
) Young People s Work -.. Bro. Rance Anderson, Decatur
o Ladies Work ......... e Slster Maud Wier, Ft. Worth

_Orphanage ....... Sister Leora Measures, Weatherford
Committee on: Committees ‘ '

1 Rev. A. F. Ferguson ) ‘ o , ;
2. Rev. J. H. Measures TR
3. Sister M L. Sutton i ’ s

Moved and carrlcd to elect delegates to the State Assoc a-" )

) twn to meet at Bryan, Tex
" Sister M. L. Sutton,’ chalrman
Bro. C. B. Wier
Bro. G. W. Taylor . -
Sister Lucille Cozart
Bro. Ted Patton
-._Sister Sylvia Burks
Sister Evylin Turner )
* Sister Marcell Jackson
Sister Rena Benton = .~ * .
Bro. Cleve Stubbs

e

It was an oversight on the part of -thisvasscciati'oyn not to

ha_ve appointed a committee on obituary, but the entire Associa- ..




L - tlon extends to” each lChurch and 1nd1v1dua1 that have lost a
S mnmber by death our. ‘heart felt. sympathy We regret not hav-.-.
~ing the names: “of the deceased to put’in our minutes; however’ :
~'may the Lord supply us with: more grace Slgned Assoc1atlon 2
- Clerk, W. D: Phillips.. .~ . : ' .
‘ Aiter 1nvest1gatlon this | Assocxatlon voted to call for the e
credentlals of Bro, -Brawley. .=~ - S e
- - Moved and carried the clerk write Rev and Slster J C .
St dges aletter . expressmg how : their absence Was’ so keenly
i felt at our. Association. May the Lord bless this’ elderly couple <
- and many others who could not be w1th us on account of old age N
“.and 'bad health ) - S
©7. . Moved:and carried that we ad]ourn for baptlslng at 4 00‘ SO
. p.m. by Rev. A F Ferguson -after ‘which - “we returned to the‘v_ .
church and enJoyed a good evemng meal : } .

(,.l .

THURSDAY NIGHT

Sermon preached by Rev J. H Measures readmg Acts
: 1 1-8* also - Rom, 2:15, Text “After that the Holy  Ghost "has :
come, ‘ye shall recelve power It was a- good ‘sermon, We ol
o were, made glad ‘of one more of the best assoc1at10ns ever at—’ v
S tended. s sl TiT ‘ E Lot
ST TE was voted to extend our. thanks to the Gartman Vlew- I ‘
"7 Church and commumty for the kind way they entertamed the ~ RS
. Association. Tt was a pleasant, smiling church and community
=+ - that welcomed us,: also a pleasant group of preachers and dele-'_ !
-+ gates, good food the - whole ' time. v
L The, next - Association will ‘meet w1th the New Salem*"
A Church’ near Decdtur, Texas, on Tuesday mght before the flrst' :
:'_-Sunday in’ Sept 1942 T R

“REV. J A BROOKS Moderator, R R
" BRO."W. D. PHILLIPS, Clerk, ; :

T Decatur, Texas i
TREASURER’S REPORT

xI beg leave to submlt my report as follows SE
: 'Cash on hand at. the last Assomatlon ereeen 46 _
: jRecewed at Assoc1atlon minute ,money 28.25
Total - . . 328,71

Paid out to’ Bro C B. Wler for back mdebtedness 3.50




o T Balance, IO - e 2521 .
: Recelved May- 1st from Trlmty Church by c.B. =~

Wier, church treasurer ... 908
- .Received Aug. 1st from Trinity Church eenineeeeeee 11,42
AT Balance on hand . ... $45.71

R MRS. W. D. PHILLIPS Treasurer..

ORPHANAGE REPORT

I beg leave to submit the following report: -
At the present time we have a total of $114.38, on hand- .
" only’ $20.49 of that amount having been subscribed during. the .

" entire year. S

Let us resolve in our hearts to get busy, put this part of .
;our program over, or let us cancel the plan therefore clear -up
- -our record.
I regret this fund hasn’t grown as it should have

Signed, MRS M. L. SUTTON.

- Committee On. Committees -

- We your committee on commlttees beg to submit the :fol-
Jlowing appomtments

Committee on Temperance:
Rev. C. H. Perry, Buffalo Springs
' Bro.. Jake Fuller, Buffalo Sprmgs
Bro Lee McGowan, Buffalo Sprlngs

Commlttee on Minutes:
Bro. W, D. Phillips, Decatur
" Bro. Wiley Taylor, Decatur
" Sister Carrie iICovington, Belleview

Commxttee on Obituary: )

"~ Sister ‘Grace Collins, Comanche o
“Bro. Alfa Hughes, Comanche . o -
Bro Otho Isom, Dot - TR

~

Slgned
\ "A. F. FERGUSON
J. H. MEASURES
* MRS. M. L. SUTTON




e ‘.: LADIES WORK -
Be'ng chosen as representatwe of the Ladles Work of the
West Fork" Assoclatlon 1 beg to report the’ followmg from the

W1111ng Workers of. the Trinity  Free Will Baptist Church of.'\—'

Fcrt ‘Worth;: whlch was the or'ly oroamzatlon reported

-Total collectlons for the year- so far $46 15 7
“Total expenditures "..._:.... SR i 1 23.58 |
Leavmg a balance of 1$22.57 -

; R gned MRS, MAUD WIER

CHURCH. LETTERS ‘ IR iy
CC‘VIANCHE—The ‘Gartman’s View Church; to the West . .
‘.Fork Assoc1at10n when convened w1th Gartmans Vxew church -

_at ‘Comanche; Texas. '

. " “We send ‘as delegates our beloved Itu*‘us Clayton, George;‘ :
' - Kerle, and  'Will Bradshaw,,alternates, Fred Johnson, Garland: )
-~ Collirs and Syble Isom, whom we pray you will recelve to :

3 sit. with you, to-aid you-in your- Godly “deliberations. - S

- State of Rcll°1on, good; members received this year, ;. by. R ‘

‘ va’letter, 1;.by Baptism, 6; died, 6; total membership, 124; con- "

J

" dition of prayer meetmg, ‘not- so: good, condltlon ‘of  'Sunday-

.. "School, good; average No. puplls, 50; No. Offlcers 8;- No.

teachers, 4;. No. classes, 4; “amountof offerlng, -$55.00; pald‘

) _pastor $131.15; paid evangelist $48. 83; paid for. bulldmg and
. .repair, $167 25;. pald for .publication- $18 40; pald for supphes
%62, 59, mlscellaneous expendl’cures $22; “total income $464.73;
total expendlture $282.88; -balance $181.85; - value’ of - church

T - property $750.00; pastors name and’ address, A F. Ferguson,'
pFort Worth, Texas.. :

Names: of Tinisters and deacons belonglng to our church

: i'['vdeacons P. J. Easley. ‘ : :
Done by order of the. church assembled 1n conference tlus

31st day of August 1941 o
Garland Colhns Clerk. i

’..,

: We the Gartman Vlew Church present two- deacons for or-
i dination. We ask the Association to ordain them, they are: Bro,
- Ted Patton and Bro Carlos McGulre

NEW SALEM—The New. Salem Church, to the West Fork



" Assocization when convened w1th Gartmans Vlew church at'
Comanche, Texas.

We send delegates, our beloved Bro. G. W 'Paylor, Br05.~ ’

”"Frank Lamar, and Sister Fltspactrlck whom we pray you will
receive to sit with you, to aid you in your Godly dehberatlons' :
. State of rehgmn good; members rece1ved\thls year, 4; by

o letter, 1 by baptism, 1; total memberslup, 55, ‘eondition of
»- prayer nieeting, good; condition of Sunday. Szhool,. good aver-
".age No. pupils, 35; No. officers, 4; No. teachers, 3; No, classes,

- 8; amount of offering, $26.00; other remarks, have a good'
league work; paid pastor, $261.00; paid evangelist, '$14.00;
paid - for publication,l $5.00; paid for supplies, $24.00; 'miscel-
laneous expeditures, $20.00; to Association, $4.00 for minutes;
total income, $388.50; total expenditure, $354.00§ balance,
$24.50; value of Church Property, $1000.00; pastor’s name and

s add_ress, Rev. Tiff Covington, Belleview, Texas, Route 2.

© Names of ministers and deacons belonging to our church:’

- Ministers, Rev. J. H. Haney and Rev. Frank Lamar; deacons,

o f‘J W. Taylor, W. D. Phillips, R. J. Nabors and Fred Anderson. -

: . Done by order of the church assembled in conference, thl%

: 20th day of August 1941, SN
Tiff * Covington, Moderator, . :

W. D. Phillips, Clerk. B

Since ihe invitation to the West Fork Association was rot -
included in any of the letters of first readxng, it was moved

" -and carried’ that the next session convene w1th New Salem :

: ‘Church for next session. B

PLEASANT MOUND-—The Pleasant Mound Church to the
_West Fork - Associaticn wnen convened with Gartman’s Vlew
“Church at Comanche Texas.

We send as delegates,our beloved: Sister De]la White,-
. Bro. Lee McGowan and Sister Thelma McGowan, - Alter--
.rates, Bro. Jake- Fuller, Sis. 'Mildred - Fuller and . Sis. Lorene
Inman; whom we pray you will recelve to sit thh you, to aid.”
in your Godly dellberatlons - T

State of religion, good members recelved th1s year 10;
'by letter, 4; by baptlsm 6; total membership, 209; condltlon
of prayer - meetlrg, gcod; “condition of Sunday School,” good;
average number of puplls, 60; number of offlcers 3; teachers, :
-4; classes 4; pald pastor $360.00; paid e_vangellst . $70 27; mis- ~ - '




. :cellaneous expendltures $106 06 for mlsswns, $21 23 to Asso-
:clatlon $6.00; total income, $630 33; total expenditures, $512.21;
.f-‘value of’ church’ property, $1500 00. Pastor s name and address
" Rev. Tiff Covmgton, ‘Rt. 2, Bellevue, Texas.. ’ ;
: - Names of’ ministers and. daecons belonging to our church
R ?Mmlsters, ‘Rev. Tiff Covmgton, Reyv. Clyde Shultz, Rev. C. C.

~Lamb and  Rev. C. H..Perry. Deacons, Bro..J. T. Reeder Bro
L. J White, Bro. Arch James and Bro."J. W Broom. . v

Done- by ‘order of the church assembled ln conference; thlS

o 28rd day of August, 1941, : :
. " Rev. Tiff \Covmgton Moderator
Mrs. Ruby Lamb Clerk '

I‘ORT WORTH—The Trinity Free Will- Baptlst Church to ‘, :

kthe West Fork  Association ‘when convened w1th Gartmans
Vlew Church-at Comanche Texas. : . R :

“We send as delegates, our beloved:" stter Avella Klllough

‘ S'ster Moselle Lowery, Sister Maud Wier and Bro. A, L, Gard-

ner;. alterrates, Bro. C. B. Wier, Sister Earl E’agleton Sr,

whom we pray you will receive to 51t with you to ald you 1n o

your Godly deliberations. - . -
. State of religion, good members recelved thls year, 29

“ by letter, 10; by baptism, 19 total membershlp, 139; conditien . -
of prayer meetmg, good; condltlon of Sunday school gocd av-'
erage “number of pupils,-78; rumber ‘of officers, 2;. teachers, 8;

’ :‘"classes, 8; amount- ofoffering, $1,804. 50; paid pastor $1 370.00;
paid evangehst $19.18; paid for building. and repair, $591. 06;
- ‘pald for supphes, $35.35; m1scellaneous expendltures, $272.87;

S to’ assoclatwn, $20.62; total mcome, $2,432.65; total . expendi-

"tures, $2,288.46; balance, $218 51; value of church property,
“~"$6,500.00. Pastor’s name and address ‘Rev. M L. Sutton 2704
: f~Hanna Avenue,. Fort. Worth, Texas. =

" Names' of ‘ministers and deacons belonﬂmg to our church

Mlmsters, Rev A. F. Ferguson, Rev. H. C..St. John and Rev.

.—'John Lucas: Deaccns, Bro. J. W KlI‘k Bro. Geo Bassham and
Bro. W M. Howard e e

' Done by order of the church assembled in- conference this

“ 6th day of August 1941 ) L

e Rey,'\ M. L. Sutfon, Moderator.
' "*~sister'Hé1/er{ Lowery, Clerk,

o e

;

;



WEATHERI‘ORD——TO the ‘West Fork Assoclatlon of Flee-‘ S
‘ Wlll Baptlsts ‘when - convened- with Gartman View" church’ 1941. ;
L .- Delegates:. Sister Brooks and Leona . Measures, and’ Slster ,
' Evy1an Turner, whom we pray- you recelve to 51t with you in -
"your deliberations. :

' ',tor, J.A. Brooks, Weatherford, Texas, Route 5.
) Mlnlsters C.- J; Turrentine, Ft, Worth Tex., Henry Mea-
g sures, Weatherford, Tex. ., '
From New: Hope Church Parker County, Texas

_ Done in conference, Aug 17,. 1941

Elzie Morrls, Moderator
:R. L. White, Clerk
P O Weatherford Tex R. 5.

i COMANCHE — The First Free Will Baptlst Church tor

- the West Fork Assoeiation when convened with’ Gartman View "
Church at Comanche, Texas. . '
" We send - ;as: delegates, our beloved °~1ster Sylvla Burks,

"~ you! ‘will receive to sit w1th you, to aid you in your. Godly de-
-Ilberatlons R : : :

State of religion, good number dled '2: total membershlp,
50; condition of Sunday School; fair; paid pastor, $132 00; pas-, Crii

’ stter Maud Ravln and Sister Tda Mae Brooks, whom we pray" 5

State of rehgxon good members recéived thls year 17 by‘r*"f B

, " o ‘letter, 9; by baptism, 8; dismissed, 16; total membership, 47;:
; : condltlon of prayer meeting, gocd condition of Sunday School,

good; average.number of pupils, 55; number of  officers, 2;,"'

: teachers, 5; classes, 5; amount - of offerlng, $16.50; paid -pas--’ .
tor, $45.00; paid evangehst $12.00; pald for building and re-

pair, $77.60; pald for supplies, ' $5. 05 mlscellaneous expendi- - -

: tures, $12.00; to- Assoc1atlon, $2.00; total income, $199.55; to- . .
i tal' e‘(pcndxtures $271.70; balance, $71. 75 value of . church o
T ~property, $500.00. . Pastor’s name and address Rev M R.
‘Gaines, Comanche, Texas.
" Names of ministers and deacons belongmg to our church g
‘Ministers, Rev. M. R. Gaines, Rev. R. H. Rogers and Rev. L, F."
Burks. Deacons, Alpha Hughes, J.. P. Hughes, Raymord Lane.
Done by order of the church assembled 1n ccnference thls :
20th day of August 1941, e R L
"~ "'Rev. M.'R. Games, Moderator
. R..H. ;chers, iClerk. -
™~ e .




) \VEATHERFORD TEXAS—The First - Free Wlll Baptlst‘
Church of Weatherford Texas, to the West Fork Assoclatlon,"
- Greetmgs‘ : . .

.We send as our delegates, Mrs, Mattle Jackson Mrs H. 0.

Fawks ‘and Rev Eddie Brown.

Number of members received this year, 6; number dlsmlss.'

" ed thls year, 4; total number of members, 43 names of min-

isters, J. M. Walker, Mis. Verda Walker, L. C. Caraway, E. Hv

Brown, all of Weatherford. Name and address of ne
, for coming year, Rev. John A. Brooks, Weatherfor
Route 5. - e

v pastor

Amount paid out for Sunday. School Supphes, $15 00 amount‘

paid ‘out for incidentals, $18.00; amount paid’ cut - for -church

repairs, $40.00; amount paid out for insurance, $4.00; amount
- paid out for pastor, $80 00; amount pald out for mmutes, $3 00,

" Tctal paid out $160.00.
We hope that you will ‘receive our Delegates to’ sit in the

Association. with you, and help you in your work. The prayers )

‘of the members cf the church are with you. .
*. This done in conference.with members of the church Aug-
ust 10, 1940.

Rev. Mrs. Verda Walker, Moderator

e..... J..W. Harley,. Clerk..

- Since writing the report, the -church house burned It was
burned early Tuesday morning, August 26. We don’ 't know how

1t caught. It was partially covered by msurance, but not"-,r

near enough ‘to replace it.

- CHURCH COVENANT

-Havin.g"given‘ ourselves to God by faith in (Christ, and ad-

- opted the Word of God as our rule of faith and prectice, we'™ ™

now give ourselves to one ancther by the Will of God in this
solemn covenant. We promise- by His grace to love and obey
Hlm in all things, to avoid all appearance of evil; to “abstain

from ‘all. sirful - amusements and unholy conformlty to the

world,rfrom all ‘sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating
beverages,- and to ,“provxde thmgs honest m "the sight of all
men.” . -~

" We agree falthfully to dlscharge our obl gations in refer-

- Texas, °




V.';;'Aence to the study of the Scrlptures, secret prayer famlly de-
" _voticns, and social ‘worship; vand by’ self—denlal faith, and good
works: endeavor to “grow in grace and the knowledge of - our

-Lord and. Q‘o,vrour, Jesus- Chrlst 7. We “will not. forget-the as~

’,sembhrg of ourselves together for church  conferences, pubhc

v :'~‘w0rsh1p, and ‘the observance -of i the ordinances of the-Gosp 4}, e
i nor fail to’pay. accordmg to.our: ab111ty for the. sunport of ‘the™ - "
church of its poor, and all its benevolent work.  We agree to =

accapt Christian admonition and reproof with m°ekness, and to

- *Watch over one anothker in love, ‘endeavormg to-¢ keep the ur‘lty e

fof the Splnt . 'm Lhe bonds of peace, to be careful of one an-~

,:-_‘others ‘happi iness’ and reputation, and seek:to strengthen ‘the -

T “weak,” encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as-far -

a8 we are able” to promote the ‘success of the church and of the 5
Gospel. We will everywhere hold. Chrxstlan principle sacred and - .

" Christian ‘obligatiors ‘and enterprises sypreme; countng’ it our '

B ‘chief busmess 1r life t5 extend the influence ‘of Christ in society;

.~‘constan ly praymg and tmhng ‘that the ngdom of God may'
'corne and His will be done on earth as.it’is in Heaven:
‘. To thls end we-agree to labor for. the promotion of educa-

i"‘tlonal and .denominational enterprises, the support of missions,

the success of :Sunday . Schools, .and evangelistic efforts for the’

saIvetlon of the world;~ And may the God of peace san.,tlfy us. o

22 wholly, “and preserve us blameless unto.the comlng of our Lord L :
’.f,\Jesus Chrxst , , .

CONSTITUTION

. F‘rom Iorg experlence, we, the members of the Church ofj. "
;.God (denommated Free Will Baptist), being regularly baphzed e
“upon a profession of ‘qur faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and be-: - v~

~ing convinced of the necessxty of a- combmatlon of churches to -

'perpetrate .a unlon among us,. and to preserve and mamtam_‘»wf
cotrespondence with' each other, do therefore’ ordam thrs Con-‘."
stltutron for our bettnr government :

A1t 1.: MEMBERSHIP Thls Assocratxon shall be composed'

of members chosen:by . the different churches of. our. union, not i’

' oxceedxrg three ‘messengers from each: church and upon pro- ..
. ducing letters, they. shall .be entl’cled to. seats. All -ordaired’
“‘ministers: of sald union - shall’ be regular members when pres-
:'ent ‘by vutue ‘of thelr offlce Cnn T s o -.,;, :

Art 2 NAME The members thus chosen and convened 1n

~
Y



[

ﬁthe West Fork Assoc1atlon of the Church of God (denomlrated i
" Free Will. Baptist), being: compOSed of - the;. sundry churches
‘r-‘;located in Northern Texas. - The Association ‘having no rower
‘to lord it over God’s heritage, nor have any ecclesiastical power’
« ' o7er ‘the ‘ehurches,- reserving : the r1ght to w1thdraw from any
church becommg dlsorderly ';’ : R

Art. 3. LETTERS Letters from the dlfferent churches rep—

L resertmg are to express their. number in fellowshlp, including -

- the names and addresses of. ordained and licensed ministers, ths "
umber recelved by experxence, by: letters. of recommendation, -
) ior restored the number- dlsmlssed or excluded and-those who
e Tave “died since the last: Assocxatlon The" churches in sending

”~1n their letters " mey send cbituaries of any who have died dur- :

ing the year, that we may keep the memorlal of our dead

Art 4.  OFFIC ERS The Assoc1a’1on shall have a Moderator
-2 Clerk and a’ Treasurer who shall be elected" at each arnual -
'sessmn by the suffrage of the members present ‘

Art 5 NEW’ CHURCHES Newly constltuted churchas may
be admitted to the. Assoclatlon, whlch are to petxtlon by letter -
and delegates and if. upon examlnatlon they ‘are found to be’

g orthodox and orderly they may be received into the’ Assoc1at10n
*kfthe Mcderator glvmg the rlght hand of fellowshlp

Art 6. QUE TIONS No questlon from any chureh “shall

come under the cons1derat10n ‘of ‘the Assomatlon unless it has

'N'fbeen flrst dlscussed in'its own church

: Art 7. MOTIONS Every motlon made and seconded shall

. come under the cons1derat1on of .the Assoclatlon except lt be - .
E '. w1thdrawn by. the member who made it.. -

Art ‘8. MINUTES The Assoclatlon is to endeavor to fur-

‘nish the churches with minutes of the: Association in proportion

to the number of members in each church the dlstrlbuhon to

“be at the dlscretlon of the Assoc1at1on

CATt. 9 CLERK It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a

. rcgular file: of ‘the minutes of .the Association in.a book to be
" kept by. the Association for the purpose =

" Art. 10, SIGNATURES. .The minutes of the Associaticn
~ shall be read and corrected if needed and s1gned by the Mod-

erator: and Clerk, pefore the close of the Association.
Art 11. AMENDMENTS Amendmen s to this Constltutwn
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e may be made when necessary, by 4 maJorlty vote of the mem-,'_ :

RS at the last prevxous session..

'FREE WILL: BAI’TIST ARTICLES OF FAITH
1 The Bxble The Scrlptures of ‘the old ard New Testa- .

: "‘ments ~were given by 1nsp1rat10n of God and. are our lnfalhble' .
'_rule of- fal k and praftlce : : ‘

‘as Creatm, Preserver, and ‘Righteous- Governor of the universe, -

FEAREE I and in the S’r]ptules as Father, Son'and. Holv Ghost, yet as onz- .
o T God,y m‘lmtely wise and. good, whom all mtelllgent creatures are,f -
{‘ R }supremely to love, adore and obey. ‘ S
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SRR AN Chrls‘ Christ is God mamfest in the flesh, in His dlvme‘ B
: ’/"nature ‘truly God, in ‘His human nature truly man. . The medi-
"fator between God-and man, once crucified, ‘He is now risen and v
- glorlfled and 1s our ever present Sav10r and Lord

B L The Holy Spqut The Scrlptures aSSIgn to the Holy Spll‘l.t/; .
o all the attributes of. God.” He is the Reprover Comforter GUIde ‘
’ ”.'and\ Sanct!fler of men. :

e I5 The . Government of God. God exercises a w1se and benev-'
“7 olent provldence over all beings and all things by. maintaining .
., the constltutlon and laws of nature. He also performs specxal_
'g'acts ‘of - grace, ‘not o herwise prov1ded for, as the highest wel-

f'« fare of man requlres ) ) S

f{by dlsobedlcnce fell into a state of sin and condemnatlon “His
. posterlty, ‘therefore,” inherited a fallen nature of such tenden-
S “cies that all’'who conie to years of accountablllty sin, and become
) xgullty before God.,

[ S = 6. The Slnfulness of Man Man ‘was_ created 1nnocent' but

| |

- Lo S Tl‘e Work' of Chnst The Son of God by His* mcarnatlon,
i life, su*fermgs, death and resurrectlon effected for all'a re- -
! demption from"sin- that is full and free “and’ 1s the ground of -
: , salvatlon by falth . o :

" 8. The Terms of Salvatlon The condltlons of salvatlon are

1. Repentance or sincere sorrow for, sin and-the hearty renun-’

ciation of it. 2. Faith or the unreserved committal of one’s self
| to Chrlst as Saviour and Lord w1th purpose to love and obey
i 0 . ’,’ J. 3 R .

_bers ‘present, notice having' been glven in, ertmg, and recorded”j e

2 God There is one 11v1ng and true God revealed in’ nature_ -



Him in all things. In the exercise of saving faith the soul is re-
‘newed by the Holy Spirit, freed’ ‘from thé deminion of sin and
becomes a*child of God. 3. CGntlruance in falth and obedxence
’juntll death. : B

. 9, Election. God determmed from the beglnnlng to ‘save all .
- .Who should comply with the condltlons of salvatlon Hence by
falth 1n \Chrlst men become HIS elect :

] 10. Freedom of the Will. The human w111 is free and self_
‘fcontrolled having power to-yield to. the influence of the truth -
" and the Spu‘lt and 11ve or to reslst them and perlsh LT

11 Salvatlon Free. God desues the salvatlon of all, the Gos- A

‘ '-,pel 1nv1tes all, the Holy. Splnt strives with all and whosoever- e

","w111 may: come and take of the water of Llfe freely R

S b Perseverance All behevers in Chrlst who through grace,
; Aperseverance in holmess to the end - of hfe have promlse of
o eternal salvatlon ; 2 :

3 13 Gespel Ordmanc@s BAPTISM or the 1mmers1on of be- '
hevers in' water, and-the LORD’S’ SUPPER, are ordmances to

"be perpetuated “under the’ Gospel;: FEET 'WASHING, an . ordi- S

‘ﬁf'nance teaching humlllty, of umversal obhgatlon and to.be ad-_.
o mlmstered to all true behevers : : L

14, The Chrlstlan ‘Sabbath. The d1v1ne law requlres that one -
s.day in seven be set apart from secular employments-and amuse- -
’ mer‘ts, for rest . worship, holy Works, and act1v1t1es, and for'

' ,'.;“personal commumon with God

War War destroys the hves of the mnocent and is con—y
,‘trary to the New Testament therefore, we are opposed to war.

C1e. Resurrect‘on Judgement and Fmal Retrlbutlon The'
“Scriptures teach ‘the - resurrection. of all men at the last day.

.27 They that have done good will come forth to the resurrection -

of -life, and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of
‘ “damnation; then the w1cked will “go away ‘into’ eternal pumsh-
L ment but the rlghteous mto eternal :life.” .

" RULES OF ORDER

. 10 At evéry - sxttlng of the Assocxatlon, business shall be
‘" ‘opened: and concluded by prayer, by ‘the Moderator or whom-



2 Mlmsters present are invited to. seats, alIOWed to take

. ‘part in debates on all sub]ects, and to’ vote,

3. Those who speak shall arise and address the Moderator. )

s Personal reflectlons shall ‘be av01ded in all debates.

4. No motion shall be dlscussed w1thout a second

’When a motion has been made and seconded and a mem-

'ber opposes its dlscusswn, the Moderator shall put: the question,

“Shall it be dlscussed"” It negatlve the questlon shall be dis-

; missed.

6. If any proposition or motion under debate contams two

ber, and the vote taken separately
‘7 Motlons made and lost shall not be recorded.”

8. No one shall speak more than twice on .the same subJect

. w1thout spec1al leave of the Moderator.

9. All questlons shall be decided by a maJorlty vote of all

‘L members present - -

10 No member shall absent himself W1thout spec1a1 leave of -

Dt the Moderator

11 ‘Minutes shall be lelsurely read and corrected before the
close of the Association, if necessary. o

12 At all future sessions of the Associafion,’ arfangements

-+ ‘shall be:made to insure two sermons, or other devotional exer-
‘. cises equlvalent thereto, durmg each day of the session, and the
~chair shall announce just'before adjournment who shall f111 the
" stand at the next meeting. ‘ ‘

14 _Alterations’ may be made 'in' these rules at any regular

‘or more -points, it shall be divided- at the request of any mem- -

«

_ 13. These Rules of Order shall be distinctly read from the
T 'tchalr 1mmed1ately after the organization of the Association. .

- session of the Assocxatlon. : ot T i







