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STATE SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 

FRIDAY, JULY 30-2:30 P. M. 

Convention called to order by President Golden Eans. Song, 
"When I See the Blood," by congregation. Prayer by Rev. ·Denis 
Bias, Song, "Stand up for Jesus," by congregation. · Devotional led 
by Bro. H. L. Mobley, Scripture reading First Psalm. Service 
turned over to Pastor, Rev. D. W. Frencli. Short talk by Rev. D. W. 
French. Prayer by Rev. Denis Bias. Song, '-Send the Light," by 
congregation. Testimonies by Bro. Alvin Brown, Sister Alvin· Brown, 
Rev. Earnest Bias, Sister Denis Bias, Sister W. B. Lilly, Bro.· J. C. 
McCormick, Bro. W. M. Booth, and Rev. D. W. French. Service · 
turned over to President Golden Eans. S11ort talk by President. 
Short talk by Rev. Earnest Bias on "Sunday School Work" Short 
talk by Rev. Denis Bias on "Sunday School Work." Motion properly 
moved and second to adjourn until 7:30 P. M. Seng, "Victory in 
Jesus," with an old time hand shake. 

FRIDAY, JULY 30-7:30 P. M. 

Convention called to order by President. Sonir, "I;'ll Soon Be 
C'..oin"." and "I Want to Go Home," by Sophia Choir. Devotional 
by Pastor Rev. D. W. French. Prayer by Rev. Will Crutchfield. 
Song "Beautiful Light," by the . Midway quartette. Song by • the 
Parson Singers. Testimonies by Bro. Haferd McKinney, Rev.· Bob 
Singer, Sister Denis ·Bias, and Rev. F. C. Calhoun: 'Scnq "The Lights 
at Home," c(Y' the Mullens Quartette. Testimony by Bro. Leslie 
Butcher. Song by Sister Parson's two daughters. · Testimony by 
Rev. Will Crutchfild, and Rev. Earnest Bias. Song, "My Headlight 
is Leading Home," by Midway Quartette. -Testimonies by Bro. Okey · 
Crutchfield, Sister John Crutchfield, and Sister Okey Crutchfield. · 
Song, "I Am Going to Move Out to the Lord,"- oy Mu11ens Quar­
tette, and "Where the Flowers Bloom Forever,''by Mullens Quar­
tette. Song by congregation· and hand shake.· Rev. Denis Bias· 
preached the convention sermon. , Sister Denis Bias sang a part of 



the message. Scripture reading 12th chapter of St. Luke, beginning 
at the 41st verse, including the 48th verse. Text, 1st Corinthians, 
4th chapter and 2nd verse, "A Faithful Steward. He preached i. 

wonderful message. Service turned over to Pastor" Rev. D. W. 
French. Song, "Lord I Am Coming Home," by congregation. Song 
"Only Trust Him," by Sophia Choir. Benediction by Bro. Alvin 
Brown. 

SATURDAY, JULY 31-9:30 A. M. 

Convention called to order by President. Song, "How Beauti­
ful Heaven Must Be." Prayer by Rev. R. H. Bradley. Devotional . 
by President ... Scripture reading, 9th verse, 38th chapter of the 
book of Job~ 

BUSINESS COMJ\IITTEE 

Bro. J. 0. Sizesmore, Chairman, Rev. John Henson, Rev. R. H. 
Bradley and Bro. Arnold Mollett. 

NEXT SESSION COMMITTEE . 

Bro. ·Rockey _Ha~tead, · Chairman. Tlie delegates of the various 
Sunday Schools are: Bro. Rock Halstead, Bro. C. T. McKinney, Bro. 
Harry Mobley, Sis. Anna Booth, Bro. Oscar Miller, Bro. Lacy W; 
Smith, Bro. James 0. Butcher, Sis. Agatha Stollings, Bro. Luther 
Morgon, Bro. McCormick, Bro. Sheffey Pettrey, Sis. Gladys Quigly, 
Sis. Mrs. Alvin Brown, Sis. Ethel Helton, Sis. Christine Skeens, Bro. 
Virgil Vititoe, Sis. Minnie Vititoe,· Bro. Elijah Adkins, Bro. .Toren 
Abbott, Bro. Rodney Armstrong, Bro; William Gunnoe, Sis. Gladys 
Pack, Bro. Nolen Barlow, Bro. Arnold Eans, Bro. John Bruvster, 
Sis. James Dolin, Bro.: Garland Counts, Jr.; Sis. · Anita Parsley, Sis. 
Maxine· Adkins, Sis. Grethel Turvey, Bro. Fridley, ·Bro. McKinney, 
Sis. Cecila Spradlin; Sis. Emery Hilderbrand, Bro. Lanta Adkins, 
Sis. Mary Hess, Sis. Jean Love, Bro. Ike Harper, Bro. Joe Adkins; 
•Sis .. Bessie Sizemore, Bro. Callie Bmmfield, Sis. Anna Brumfield, 
Sis. Lula Legg, Sis. Ruth Frye, Sis. SSexton, Si~. Hazel Vanatta, Brn. 



Payne Rose, Sis. Ruby I?ogers, Bro. E. C. Craig, Sis. Francis Cadle, 
Bro. Callahan, Bro. D. B. Smith, Bro. R.:>bert Smith, . Bro: Harvey' 
Graham, • Sis. Cora Bell· Graham, Sis. Be1;tha · Williams, Sis. Ada 
Sampson, Sis. Eva Mitchem,· Sis. Bertha Rog,:!rg, Bro. J .. H. · Atkin­
son, Rev. Royce French, Bro. E. V. Basham, Si::. Ossie Martin, Bro. 
Lacy Graham, Bro. Basil Baldvoin, Bro. Johnny Blake, and Bro. 
Dave Blankenbecker. · 

JUDGES OF THE FIVE POINT SYSTEM 

Rev. D. W. French, Bro. Thomas Pack, Bro. H. L. Mobley, and 
Bro. Callie Brumfield. 

,,.. Motion and carried to read the Sunday School reports as they 
come in. . Motion made and carried to appoint two to help read the 
letters, Rev. John Henson, and Bro. Thomas Pack. 

Motion made and carried to receive letters as read. Motion 
made and carried to adjourn business for preaching. Motion made 
and carried that Rev. Bob Doan preach the eleven o'clock sermon. 
Song by the Dry Creek Trio. Prayer by Bro. C. T. McKenzie. 
Scripture reading, Philip 4-Bth First Corinthian 13. Theme "Love 
of the Mother Grace." A wonderful message. Song by the Dry 
Creek Trio. "Song "Amazing Grace" and a hand shake .. Dinner on 
the ground without benediction. Rev. R. H. Bradey returned thanks 
at the table. 

SATURDAY, JULY 31-1:00 P. M .. 

Convention called to order by President. Song ,b(Y Dry Creek 
Trio. Prayer by Rev. F. E. Nickels. Testimony by Charlie Martin. 

· NEW SUNDAY SCHOOLS RECEIVED IN CONVENTION 

New Sunday Schools received in the Convention giving them the 
right hand of fellowship: 

Nelson Sunday School-4 Miles above Seth, W. Va. Superinten­
dent Bro. Virgil Bogges. 



Dry Creek Sunday School-Dry. Creek, W. Va. Superintendent, 
Sheridan Bone. 

· Bethel Sunday School, Fayetteville, Route !-Superintendent, 
Dayton Polly. 

Rock Lick Sunday School-Rock Lick, W .. Va. Superintendent, 
Bro. Beldon Owens. 

REPORT OF FmLD REPRESENTATIVE 

Sunday Schools 42; different quarterly conferences 7; Brother­
hood, Boone, Beckley, Logan, Mingo 1 and 2, and Guyan Valley; 
yearly meeting 1; West Virginia ,State Meeting 1; Ohio State meeting 
1; Districts 3, Beckley, Guyan Valley, Boone; Sunday School Pic­
nics 3; Night calls for B. Y. P. U. 3; A total of 4,275 miles were 
traveled. Total of offering received was $97.85. Total orexpense 
were $210.85. Motion made to receive. the report. 

NEXT SESSION COMMl'lTEE REPORTS 

We, your committee on next session have agreed that the 1949 
session be held at the Magazine Church at West Charleston, Gar­
dner Street, Charleston, W. Va. 

· COMMITTEE TO REVISE BY-LAWS 

Motion made and carried to elect three men to revise By-Laws, 
Article No. 8 and No. 10. Rev .. W. C. Combs, Chairman, Rev. Pau­
ley, and Rev. Bob Doan. 

REPORT OF WILLING WORKERS CLASS 

Willing Workers Class, Thomas Memorial. Sister Inez Henson, 
President. No. on roll 42; average attendance 15; ·record attend­
:mce 42. 



REPORT OF REVISING COMMITTEE OF BY-LAWS 

Article No. 8 to read,. this Conventio
0

n sh~ii report to the Na­
tional Sunday School Convention by letter.' and delegates .also 
sending. the correct fee. 

Article No .. 10 to read, Each Sunday School shall forward an 
assessment of 15c per pupil per year, fifty p.er cent (50o/;) of the 
above amount shall be retained in the treasury of the ·convention 
and fifty per cerit (50%) shall go to the Field; Representatives:. Rev. 
W. C. Combs, Chairman, Rev. Pauley, and Rev. Bob !)oan: 

REPORT OF BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
. . . 

Item 1. We, your business committee recommend that .an .as­
sessment of fifteen cents (15c) per pupil per year sent with.Jetter 
to the State Sunday School Convention, fifty per tent (50% )- to be 
retained in the State Convention Treasury, and fifty per cent (50%) 
to be for Field Representative. 

Item No. 2 ,We, your business committee recommend that any 
lette~ from any Sunday School coming to this State Convention will 
be recognized and read. 

Item. 3. _ We, your business committee recommend· that the 
Five Points by which the Sunday 1S1chools shall be judged for the 
banner be changed to Six points, and the sixth point be the use of 
the Free Will Baptist Literature. 

Item 4. We, your business committee recommend, ·We, as Free 
Will Baptists always have been opposed to the use of alcohol l::cv­
erages. We promote every way possible, the fight against the Liquor 
traffic, and that we strongiy oppose, the · sale of beer · in our grocery 
stores, and urge our people not to patronize stores. or other business 
establishments who sell it. We further resolve. to support and fight 
for local option legislation within our state .. Item 4. to be published 
in county papers. · 

Mo+iu·n made and c,1rried to receive the Items of Business as read. 
Rev. J. 0. Sizemore, Chairman, Rev. Bob Doan,· Rev. John Henson, 
Rev. R. H. Bradley, and . Rev. Arnold Mollett. 



Testimony by Rev; R: H. Bradley .. £hart· talk by Bro. F. E. 
Nichols Short talk by Rev. D. W. French. 

Motion · made arid accepted to report to the National Sunday 
School Convention· by Delegates 'and letters and pay·· traveling' ex­
pense and $5.00 per day each for seven days '_when convened at 
Glennville, Georgia,' August 10.:.12, 1948.' 

Delegate'S---:.Bro. Roy Henson, No. 1, "Bro. R. A. ffiilstead, No. 2 
and Rev. D. E. Bias, No. 3. · .. 

Alternates:.....Sister Roy Henson, Sister, R: A. Halstead, and 
Sister D: E .. Bias. · 

· FIVE POINT JUDGES REPORT 

We, . the five point judges find that the Kenova Sunday School, 
Kenova, W .. Va., be given the No. 1 banner, and the Bethel ·l",unday 
School, MacArthur, W. Va., he given the No. · 2 banner. Report 
accepted. · · 

Rev. D. W. French, Chairman, Bro. H. L. Mobley, Sr., Bro. C.. E. 
Brumfield, Bro. Alvin Brown, a~d Bro. Thomaf; Pack 

Rev. John Henson made a very interesting talk on the State 
pap'r. Song by_ Sister Dennis Bias. 

Motion · made and accepted· to pay Bro. Roy Henson $40.60 for 
expenses. .. 

Motion made· and carried for SistP.r." _Inez Henson to keep the 
Orphans_ Home money until the next session. Table this item until 
next session. 

ELECTION OF CONVENTION OFFICERS 

For President:. The name of Bro. R. A. Halstead was offered 
for president. Elected· by majority. 

FOR VIC'E PRESIDENT 
The name of Bro. Roy Henson was offned .for Vice· President. 

Elected by mitjority. 



FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 

The name of Bro. R. W. Henson was offered for Field Repre- . 
sentative. Elected by majority.·. 

EXIWUTIVE COMMITI'EE 

The name of Rev. R.H. Bradley was re-elected for the next term. 
A. C. Kiser's term expires August, 1949. E. E; Hagley's term ex­
pires August, 1950. , R. H. Eradley's term expires· August,. 1951. 

CONVENTION · SERMON FOR 1949. 

Rev. D. W. 1i':rench was selected to preach the convention ser­
mon on Friday evening at 7:30 P. M. at the Magazine Church, W(,st 
Charleston, Gordon Street, Charleston, W. Va., on Friday before the 
first Sunday in August, 1949. 

Motion made and carried to draw an order on the treasury to 
pay the expense of the Convention . 

. Motion and carried to adjourn until the next regular session, 
Friday before the first Sunday in August, beginning at 2:00 P. M., 
1949, continuing through Sunday, 4:00 P. M. . Three days session 
to be held at the Maga7.ine Free Will Baptist Church, West Charles­
ton, Gordon Street, Charleston, W.: Va. 

Benediction by Rev. Dennis Bias. 

CONVENTION OFFICERS 

R. A. Halstead, President, Seth, W. Va. Roy Henson. Vice Pres­
ident, 401 Richmond St., Huntington, W. Va. Sister Roy Henson, 
Treasurer, 401 Richmond St., Huntington, W. Vn. W. M. Booth, 
Cl.erk, 203 First Avenue, Beckley, W. Va., phone 7176. 
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-<et 13 )I't-"- - -

BY-LAWS 

1-The Convention shall be called the West Virginia Free Will 
Baptist Sunday School Conv_ention. 

2-The obdect of this Convention is to promote the work of 
the Sunday Schools. 

3-The Officers of this Convention shall consi::,t of a President 
and a Vice President to be elected annually; a Clerk and a 
Treasurer to be standing officers. 

4-It shall be the duty of every Sunday School Superintendent 
to attend this Convention. 

5-Each Sunday School shall be allowed to send two delegates 
to this convention. 

6-The Clerk of this Convention shall have the minutes of the 
Convention printed and distributed to each Sunday School 
that belongs to the Convention and shall draw expenses for 
this out of the treasury. · 

7-This Conven1ion shall elect all its officers from the floor. 
8-This Convention shall report to the National Sunday. School 

Convention by letter and delegates . and also sending the 
correct fee. 

9-All Young People's Societies are invited to join the Sunday 
School Convention. 

10--Each Sunday School shall forward an assessment of 15 cents 
per pupil per year. 50% of the above amount shall be re­
fained in the treasury of the Convention and 50% shall go to 
the F'ield Representative. 

11-These laws shall be read at each session by the Clerk, and 
shall be subject to amendment from time t<> time. 

12-All ordained Free Will Baptist Ministers having member­
ship with some church in good standing, and also Deacons 
p,r,rl ~nnday School teachers shall have a voice in said con­
vention. 

13-All Sunday Schools are invited to join this Sunday School 
School Convention. · 

14-This Sunday School Convention shall meet each year on 
Friday before the first Sunday in August at 2:00 P. M. 

15-This Convention at each session shall select some minister 
to preach the Convention Sermon on Friday at 8:00 P. M. 
for the succeeding Convention. 



THE SIX POINTS 

7Tu six toiuts b~ w~ic~ g,maa~ gc~ools s~all b, jua9,a lo, 
t~e ba,uut: 

1. Increase of Attendance. 

2. Neatness of letters to Convention. This includes cleanli­
ness and orderline9S of the letter forms and correctness 
of wording and spelling. 

::l. Increase of Classes. 

4. Improvement of equipment. Shall consist of new Sunday 
School rooms or improvement of old ones, the addition 
of banners, flannel boards, and the addition of any other 
material used in the extension of Sunday Schools. 

5. • Superintendents of each Sunday School and two delegates 
or their alternates to be present at the session of the 
State Sunday School Convention. 

6. Schools using Free Will Baptist Literature 
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