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MINUTES
OF THE \
~ FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE

OF THD |

WOLVERE\‘E ASSOCIATION

OF

- Free Will Baptists

HELD \VITH

. nghland Park Ohurch nghland Park Mmhlgan
November 26, 27, 28 1942

Free Will Baptist Gem; 211 'Bond' St Monett._, Mi.ssourfl_



THURSJ)AY EV ENING SERVICE

Opened by singing. |
“Prayer by Rev. J. R. Davidson. . S
- The Moderator, Rev..C. E nggs read'Rsalms 107
“and offered prayer. |
- Special numbers were rendered b) the Free \Vlll Goe-
pel Quartet and the Hazel Park Jubilee Singers.
.The introductory message was delivered by Rev. C E o
'Rln-gs from the seeond ehdpter of Reve]atlon | a

I‘RIDAY MORNING SESSION

Came together by Slllglllg led by Rev N. P Gdtes |
“The -Moderator read 1 Cor. 16.for Scrlpture ]esson |
?Pra}er by Rev. N. P. Gates, | .
- The Rules of Decorium . were read by the Moderatm
.Called for letters from the various churches recelved
four and their delegates were scated. v | |

Prayer of Consecration by Rev. J. R. Davidson.

The selection of officers for the ensuing year resulted
as follows: Rev..C. E. Riggs, Moderator, Rev. George:
~ P. Warren, Assistant Moderator, Rev. N.. P. Gates,
- Clerk, Rev V.. 8. Versnick, Assmtant Clerk, and Bro
'Homer Harrls Treasurer "

The various committeemen were appomted as follows :
‘Business Committee — Rev. Raymond Riggs, Bro. Vint

o Kirk, Sister Vera Roach, Rev. Exerett Hal] and Bro. -

Preston_ Slocum.

‘Committee on Divine Serwce——Slster Ruth W’ood
" Sister Blanch Maynard and Bro. Thomas Carhsle o
Dlemlssed bx Bex McKmley Newsome

'".;r_l,‘ Lo i

F’RIDAY ELEVEN O’ CLOCK SERVICE

‘Cdme tOgether by singing led by Rev. Baymond ngg': ,.

- The Free Will G(}Spe] Quartet rendered a very beautl-'
ful number. |
~ Rev. Maurlee W Roaeli had been eelected to bring the
message,  Sceripture, ‘Heb. 9:11-22, et

Dlsmleeal pravel h) Rev. C. E. Rln'gs

.-'l:l [T '.
Coaemd 2T ‘-

. W
=:~ "‘:‘.'_n e

F‘RIDAY _AFTERNOON 'SESSION

After as splendld time: of refreshments served in the
‘hasement of “the chureh,  we. re-convened in conferenee -

—3— -




by singing led by the Moderator.

Prayer by Rev. Noel Greenway.

Called for petitionary letters. One was received
~ from the Free Will Baptist Temple, a former member of
the body but having been disolved and re-organized.
- The church was accepted and its delegates were seated.
Other committeemen were appointed as follows:

Committee on ¥inance — Rev. Maurice W. Roaecl,
Sister MeKinley Newsome, and Sister Violet McCuestion

- Committee on Obituary — Bro. Duglass Moore Sister
Marshie Gates, and Sister N. P. Gates. | |

- Called for oorrespondlnn‘ letters, none received.

“Rev. J. R. Davidson of Nashville, Tenn. was called
upon to give a brief report of our Work on a national
scale which was appreciated by all present. |

"The matter of grantmrr of license to the Goepel MlnlaQ

‘try for one year to Brothers Jimmie Gilliam and Wm.
Newsome was discussed and granted.

The Business Committee presented resolutions No 1,
-‘\Io 2, and No. 3 which were adopted by the body m'
'Ieﬂ'ule,r prcceedure. -

| The Highland Park Chureh Was chosen to entertam
~a session of the Christian W"orkere Institute as soon
a8 arranuements can be made. |

A motion was sustained to aecept Rev. Everett Hall 8§
resignalion as evanﬂellst | |

‘Rev, N. P. Gates was then selected as evangehst for
the ensuing year. |

‘The Hazel Park Church was selected for the convening
of the next Quarterly Conference. Rev. Raymond Riggs
was chosen to preach the introductory sermon.

A motion was sustained toadjourn until Saturday
morning. DISHIISSed by Rev.: rMaurlee W. Roach.

FRIDAY EVENING SLRVICE

Came tcgether by singing led by Rev N 1'-’ Gates
Prayer by Rev. Maurice W. Roach. | |
The even devotionals were dlreeted b} Bro. Jdd
Montgomery, being later turned over to'“Rev Edgii
Howard who succeeded in holding the fort.-while wait-

ing the return of the. Presbytery which were:examining«

S, B



the candidates formerly recommended for license to. the
~ ministry, towit: Wm. Newsome and Jimmie Gilliam, also
- were e:xammlng for ordination to the mlmetry' Rev. V 5.
~ Versnick "(a licentiate), also were receiving Rev. MecKin-
ley and granting him eredentlals in Ileu of those formerly

S held as of the Enterprlse Association of Regular Baptists.

The pras er of COIleCI‘atl()Il was offered by Rev. J. R.
- Davidson. "

The message of the hour was dehvered by Be\ J R.
-Davidson from the second chapter of Ephesians. A very
constructive and inspirational message was en;joyed b\
all present. | | |

The 1nterest$ of our Blble School at Nashvﬂle Temi

- were introduced and an ofTermg Was glven in the amount
of $17.00 - : | '

s DlSmlSSdl preg er. b) Rev Edgll Howard

 SATURDAY MORNNG SDSSION_'

“ Came together by singing led b} the Moderator o

Prayer by Bro. James Sandfur. - |
Scripture reading, 91st Psalms

“(lalled for tardy letters, none received.

- Called for petltlonarv lettere none recelved.:
Called {or various committee 1eporte none were ready.
Called for unfinished business, none was presented.

- Aceording to a ruling governing the matter of setting
~ the next-annual conference -a popular vote on those mak:

- ing a formal request in thelr chureh: letters was necessary:.

- Since there was only one-such request, the next annual
- session was granted to the Free Will Baptist Church of
Elmmt.  Rev. Maurice W. Roach, pastor, was selected
to preach the 111troduotory message,, |

A motion was sustalned to adJour11 untll the *1fternoon
~ session, giving away to the followmw ‘program. o

1Y’oung People s Progra.m |

Opened by singing- led by Rev. Raymond nggs
'-Praver by Sister Bettie Pearce, TR

Prayer by Slstel Bettle Pearee o s
oharge of mornlng 'S devotlons\d:rrepresentlng the - High-
Park Chureh Rev. Wm. Neweo}ne represented ; the

b
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- Eecorse - Church, B10 \Vlth ‘Whitaker represeuted tlw .
Hazel Park Church,

- A duet by Misses Madline Riﬂgs dlld Jerrw Gilmdh

““The- Old Rugged Cross”’, followed by readmg excerpts o

from the Scriptures by Miss Nellie ‘Smith.

- An all-around testamomal service was ledd bv Rei
C. E. Riggs

- Dlemlqsed by Bro J. O Butcher

. bATURDAY APTDR\TOON SESSIO\T

- .Pursuant to - ad;]ourment after a- bountlful serving -
 of refreshments in the basement of the ChUICh came -
. _tegether by singing, lead by the “\Ioderator i
Prayer by BSister Marshie Gates. ..~ . .
- Called for unfinished business, there was none.

The matter of settlng a permant. date for the- annual

-";.fisseclatlon was given consideration, after some deli-
-+ - berations, resulted in the motion.sustained to meet on

) .'i‘hursday evening before the first. ,Sunday in September
and “continuing through Sdturdav evenlng of edch ste-
ceeding year. -

- Resolution No. 4 of the Bubmesc; Commlttee was sub-
" mitted for consideration. After some dehbemtlonb a

- 1motion was sustamed to adopt same.

. The next item.was to receive mlnlsterldl reports

. Next was the matter of examination of Deacons, at
: whlch time a brief recommendation was Voluntan.*}
given to the entlre staff

| Called for report of Commlttee on Obltuarx 1eport re-
- eelved and committee - discharged. .

Called for report of Finance Conmuttee repmt reeeu-
.ed and committee discharged. | |

A resolution of respect to: Bro. Tansil Orr, now in the |
'. '“Armed Forees,”” was adopted. |

A vacancy resultmg_.from‘ the absence of Bro\. Tansil
Orr, resulted in the selection of Bro. Jas. F. Sandafur
~as a member of the Standmg Finance Committee.

The matter of 1dentlflcat10n ribbons was discussed’
and was agreed that since Sister Winona- Riggs offered
to prepare the same, pr0v1d1ng the ‘material was furn-
ished, a motion ‘was sustained and volunteer help was.
effered in prepermg the same | : |

- 6
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At this ,]um,tlon fm ther busmess 111atters waq deferre 1
until the evening services. |

- A motion was carried to ad30u1n - o
| RS
Dl%lnl%bed bv ‘Bro. \V E. Gdtes | -

Whis+ gy

SATURDAY EVENIN G SERVICES

Cdme together by smgmg, lead . by Rev. N. P Gates:
Pra) er by Bro. Vint Kirk.,. '

The I’resbyter} was called ton'ethm to ddmmlster the

JAct of Ordination of- Rev. V. S. Versnick, to the Minig- |

try -of the Gospel. In these solemn vows, prayer ‘was
worded by Rev, Everett Hall Rev J. R.. Davidscm and
Rev. Raymond "Riggs. ' | |

At this time, brmgmg.to A (_.IOSB the busmess mattms .

in this session, a “‘free will offering” was taken in the

amount of $15.50, and a resolution of respect was adopte:l
This being - follou ed by special numbers by the Jubﬂc

_.“smgers. from the Hazel Park chutch was enjoyed by alh.

Rev. Everett Hall brought the message of the hom

using for subject Matt. 22:42 and Col. 1:19.

At the conclusion of the me&,sage a w(mdly umnbw'
engaged 1n a splendld service of “Communion and I‘eetl

‘Washing,”” ‘“‘And they sang a Hymn and went out”’’?

"Adjourned to meet in the next annual session with the

First Church of Flint, Flint, Mich. Convenlng on Thurs-

day evening before the ‘first Sunday in Septembet

" tluougll S(.J,turdav-evemng, Sept. 2, 3, 4 1943 T
| Rev C.. E. nggs ’\Ioderator
Rev N P (ates, Clerk R
. o



M.lmsters Reports

REV BVERETT L. HALL—Evangehzmg “Preached abouc_'

160 sermons, ‘Witnessed 210 conversions, Baptized 9, Visiis

1o Hospital 30, Offlmated at 2 Weddings, Weekly visits in priv-

ate homes, 2 F’unerals Traveled about 19, 200 Miles, Recewed
$549.00 Salmy o )

REV. C. E. RIGGS—Pastored Hazel Pmk Church 11 momht;-

‘Preached 80 Sermons, ‘Assisted in: % Revlvals Wltneﬂs‘-d

| '60 Conversions, Baptized 36, -Officiated at 3 Weddings, Preached

_,1 Funeral Pleached 11 Sermons elsewhele Sala,ry $1750 00,
;'Cuutnlbutmns $100. 00 aEE - |

207 Conversmns, Baptized 4, 0ff1c1a,ted 1 Weddmg, Preached
d 'Funeral, Assisted at 3 others Orgamzed 1 Church, also 1
éunday School also 1 F. ‘W B. L Re-Organized 1 Church and

“«unday ‘School, Published - 1’ Mlnutes and Several Song N
‘ﬁtt(,nded Natlonal Assomatmn a. few contnbutlons recewpd.

HGWEVBI‘ serving W1thout salar}'

RE}V MAURICE W ROACH,“Pastmed 1 Ohulch Preached_
-68 Sermons, Wltnessed 3. COIIV&ISIOIIS‘,‘ E,Baptlzed 6, Offm:ated |

' at 1 Weddmg Held 2 Funerals, *Recelvbd $240 QO Salary

T Uik Fmmgry oo
RE}V RAYMOND RIGGS——--C-overmg a. pellod of 14 months———-

'Sept 22," 1941—Nov. 22, 1942--—-Past01ed 1 Church ‘Sermons

“préached 115 Prea.ched in 7 Revivals 78 Sermons, Offlclated'

at 9 Weddmgs Held 3 l‘unerals, Received $ 2319 00 salary,
Reccived from- other sour ces; for evangehstlc. efforts, Weedlng

wand Funerals etc. $479.11, ‘Witnessed 108 _C'o_nversions, Bap-

‘tized 26,

EXAMINATION OF MINISTERS—A voluntarily verbal re-
port (or recommendation) was given to the Character, Honesty,
- *Prustworthy and Capability of those actively engaged dllll
1epresent1n" the Bcd}/ | - -

"REV. N. P. GATES—Traveled about 10, 000 Miles, Pastored
1 Church, Preached about 100 Sermons Witnessed about -



| - - Ministers’ Enrollment S
N.-P. Gates ................ Lock Box 41, Hazel Park, Mich.

C. E. Riggs ....... e 944 E. Harry St. Hazel Park, Mich.
Maurice W, Roach ..... I._,‘_._._.“2134 E. Kenneth St Flint, Mich.
James GEISHAN «vevevnretrerennonennnens ... Ypsalanta, Mich.
Raymond Riggs ........ 13734 Jno. R. St. Highland Park, Mich.
'Virgil Greenway “11 Cottage Grove H1ghland Park, Ml(‘ll.'
- George P. .Werren e ... 2106 Ha,lwme St. Flint, Mich.
~Everett L Hall \.....:...cooune... e ' Hazel Park, Mich.
-";’\InK'inley,"News'ome ...... ... 51 Hlpp St. Melvindale, Mich.
=V, 8. Versnick . 18020 Fleming St. Detroit, Mich.
o - Licentiates o -
“Wm. J. Silloway ............ 4082 So. Vasar Rd. Flint, Mich.
‘"Wm. Newsome .............. 7511 Hlpp St Melvindale, :"'Mich.
o Jinu_nid" Gi_llinm e Cisrreeneas '.' Van lee, Miéh..

- Deacons Enrollment -_
Hazel Pa,ik Chul ch—W. E. Ga.tes TLa.Van Pearce, Jas. F Sand-
fer, Paul:E Carrier, Chas. E. Miller,”J. O,:Butcher, Wm. Childers.
;. Highland 'Park=!~'"-‘Ghurch-‘e—-DougI:.—iSS"""'Moor'e*: Thos. - .Carlisle,
~-‘Tansil Orr, -Thos. ' Daniel Bert Bagwell Prestnn Slocum :
| Ecmse Church—Vint Kirk. '
- First  Churcih of Flint— -. - .°
~Free Will Baptlet Temple-—-Ceell D. ere
| Standmg Busmess Comm1ttee |
'Rev Raymond Riggs..13734 John R. St. Highland Park, Mich.

‘Rev. Everelt L. Hall .................... Hazel Park, Mieh.
Sis Vera Roach. e, "134 E Kenneth St. Flint, Mich.
Bro, LaVan D. Pealce ........ cere i Hazel Park Mich.

" "Bro. Plestou Slecum

Standmg Flnance Commlttee

'_'Rev Gemge P, Warlen Bm Jas F Sandafur and Bro Preston
'Slocum o = -

: L -'a.'l- | \ v . . H. 1- LI B

Delegates T
 Hazel Park Church-—-Sls Ruby .Wlthers,'_Sis. MarshleGatea,
Sis. Blanch Maynald R
‘Highland Park Chulch—-—-Bro Presteu Slocum, Sls MeCulls,
Sis. Violet McCuston. - \

Ecorse Church—Sis. McKinley Newsome, Sis. V-int Kii‘k-._

- —9—



" First Church of Flint—Sis. Woods, Sis. Vera Roach.
‘Free Will Baptist Temple*—-—Sis_ Virgia Gates.

W

-~ Resolutlons

"-Res No. 1 Be it Resolved, That a payment of $100 00 be mad{,.'_
on a former pledge of $500 00 ‘to the Natmnal Assocmtmn, 101-
"‘Fore1gn Mlsswns | |

| Res. No. 2.. That a.ccm'ding to a spirit of enthusiam manifestéd
on the part of .some among us relative to. Foréign \IlSSiOIl‘»
seeing that the need was so great of evangelism abroad, the
hody thought it wise to Iecommend this resolution:- Resolved'
That each church set up a “Foreign Mission program,” and
devise its plans of “Ways and means” of raismg funds for this

worthy {.auﬂe,_lenuttlng the same ,be it much’ or little, to the

Association on the first of each month, said treasul er remittm"'_
all: such funds to Rev, Winford Davis, t.reasurer of Foreign Mis.
sions, not later than the 10th of each month |

'Res ‘No. 3. Be 1t Resolxed That we encourage and invite a
--sessmn of the’ Chrlstlan Workers Inst:tute to be held- wzthm_
‘the.bounds of our assomation if, and when such is available.
Res, No. 4. Be it Resolved, ‘That of even date henceforth, -alt
'iunds accumilatmg quarterly to the general treasurer, . that
said treasurer shall remit, 20 per cent of said funds to the
national treasury as our contrlbutmn to the Unit‘ied Program
Fund, said funds to be allocated as follows - 10 per centSuper-
anuation, 20 per (:entI Home Missi(ms,f 30 per cent Fmeign-
-Missions, _4_ﬂ per cent Chrlstian Educati(m

Resolutlon of Respect—Tansﬂ Orr

That by 1eason of the call to service in our armed fox ces of
- the one whose name appears above, has created a vacancy 1o
“one can fill, whose absencé is so keenly felt among us,
Ther efore Be it Resolved That this body place on record this
token of respect for his untiring efforts, his integxity and hia_'
unfailing faithful service while in our midst, that his testamcny
and experiences in Grace, as a Soldier of the Cross will attend

‘him on his way in doing service for the U. S. A, bidding him
God’s speed, His loving hand of protection to ever guide hitn,

is our prayer. Faithruly_suhmllttet_l Comnnttee on armngemem |
of Buisness. -

/



Resolution of Respect — Host' Church
'Ve “your commititee on arrangemen* of bumness beg to sub-
mit the following lesolutlon of respect: ' |

‘Be it Resolved, That.we extend our heart felt thanks to ﬂm
go0d people and frlends of the Highland Park Church for their
kind and generous hospitality while in their midst. |
| Commlttee on Auangement of Busmese )

T

Report of Finance Committee
We, your commlttee on flnance beg to make the followmg

~report Highland Park Church $571.75. Flirst Church of Flint,
~ $68.08, Ecorse Church, $47.00, First Church of Hazel Park,

 $30.00. Free Will Baptist Temple, $5.00. Free Will Offermgs,

$37.70, making a total receipts of $759 H3. -

_ Disbursements of funds as follows:- To Natlonal ASSOCI&I‘.IOL,
3,1_00 00 Delegate ' to National Association, $25.00. Foreign
Missions, $100.00. Rev. Everett L.. Hall, Evangelist, $200.30.
- Moderator, $25.00. . Clerk, $25.00. Total amount paid out, $475.00
leaving a balance in the treasuly of $284.53. | |

' Faithfully submitted,
" (Rev. Maurice W. Roach |
Cmnmittee.{ Sister McKinley 1‘Nt'avn.vseme
LSister Violet McCustlon

Report of Obltua.ry Commlttee

- We, Youl committee on obituary, beg to make the followmf*
report: = That, Our kmd heavenly . Father,- s in_Hls dwme_ prov-

~ idence has seen fit to take from our midst, Miss Maurie Martia,

beloved daughter of Bro. and Sister Easter Martin 2021 Guanell |

. Ct. of the IFirst Church of Flint, We pray God' ble_sslng te

“attend them in their bereavement. -
| | . ' (Sister Marshie Gates
_ CommitteeJ Sister Virgia Gates,
| Bro Douglass Moore._
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