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- ASSOCIATIONAL OFFICERS

Rev. L. M. Hooper, Rt. 4, Box 394, Kannnapolis, N, C...... Moderator
Rev. William Johnson, Rt. 1, Wadesoro, N. C.......... Vice-Moderator
Rev. J. P. Langley, 205 Church St., Lexington, N, C............. Clerk

William D. House, 532 E. Center St., Lexington, N. C.
Assistant Clerk and Treasurer

TRUSTEES

Rev. G. W. Liner, 277 Dingle St., Mooresville, N. C.
Rev. L. M. Hooper, Rt. 4, Box 394, Kannapolis, N. C.
Rev. J. P. Langley, 205 Church St., Lexington, N. C.

ORDINATION COUNCIL

Rev. L M. Hooper, Rt. 4, Box 394, Kannapolis, N, C., Chairman
Rev. J. P. Langley, 205 Church St., Lexington, N. C., Clerk
Rev. J. A. Graybeal, 110 Louise St., Kannapolis, N. C.

"Rev. G. W. Liner, 277 Dingler St., Mooresville, N. C.

Rev. Boyce Calloway, 134 N. Church St., Mooresville, N. C.



' ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP ROLL

ORDAINED MINISTERS

Rev. W. A, Absher ............. Rt. 2, China Grove, N. C.
Rev. Boyce Calloway .......... 134 N. Church St., Mooresville, N. C.
"Rev. David Coley.............. 219 Dingler Ave., Mooresville, N. C.
Rev. Mack Crisp . .......... 739 2nd Rainbow St., Lexington, N. C.
Rev. Charlie P, Deal. .. ..................... Rt. 3, Wadesboro, N. C.
Rev. J.I. Deal ..................... ... 385, Mt, Pleasant, N. C.
Rev. S. A. Graybeal................ 110 Louise St., Kannapolis, N. C.
Rev. L. M. Hooper ............... Rt. 4, Box 394, Kannapolis, N. C.
Rev. William Johnson .............. . Rt. 1, Wadesboro, N. C.
“Rev. J. P. Langley ................ 205 Church St., Lexington, N. C.
Rev. G.W. Liner ................ 277 Dingler St., Mooresville, N. C.
Rev. W. N. Morton ................ Rt. 9, Box 378, Concord, N. C.
Rev. L. L. Therrell ............... 10 S. Elm St., Kannapolis, N. C.
Rev. H.E, Tucker ............... 214 Leonard St., Kannapolis, N. C.

LICENSED MINISTERS

Rev. Ralph Elwood ............... 406 S. E. Ave., Kannapolis, N. C.
Rev. Haran F. Hagler . .................... ..... Address Unknown
Rev. J. C. Honeycutt ..................... Rt. 1, Wadesboro, N. C.
Rev. George Stillwell ........... ... ... .. ... ... Davidson, N. C.
CHURCHES
Arrington Heights ....................... Rev. J. P. Langley, Pastor
Long’s Grove ............... i, Rev. William Johnson, Pastor
Meadow View ..........viiiininunnnnn. Rev. L. M. Hooper, Pastor’
St.Johns ................... e Rev. W. A. Absher, Pastor
Valley View .. ... i Rev. J. 1. Deal, Pastor
Yadkin Valley . ......... ... .. ... ... Rev. Boyce Calloway, Pastor
CLERKS

Arrington Heights, Mrs. Plas Owens, Winston Road, Lexington, N. C.
Long’s Grove, Mrs. Mansion, Address Unknown,

Meadow View, C. E. Bauknight, 402 E. 11th St., Kannapolis, N. C.
St. Johns, Mrs. Helen Elwood, 406 S. East Ave., Kannapolis, N. C,
Valley View, Clerk’s name and address unknown.

Yadkin Valley, Mrs. Bonita Puckett, Mooresville, N. C.



Church Covenant

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted the
Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give ourselves to
one another by the will of God in this solemn covenant.

We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all things, to
avoid all appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and
unholy conformity to the world, from all sanction of the use and sale of
intoxicating beverages, and to “provide things honest in the sight of all
men.”

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference to the
study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family devotions and social wor-
ship; and by self-denial, faith and good works endeavor to “grow in grace
and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for church
conferences; public worship, and the observance of the ordinances of the
Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability for the support of the
church, of its poor, and all its benevolent work.

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness,
and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to “keep the unity of
the Spirit” in the bonds of peace, to be careful of one another’s happiness
and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the afflicted,
admonish the erring, and as far as we are able promote the success of the
church and of the gospel. '

We will, everywhere, hold Christian principle sacred and Christian
obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it our chief business in life
to extend the influence of Christ in society; constantly praying and toil-
ing that the Kingdom of God may come, and His will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational and
denominational enterprises, the support of missions, the success of Sunday
schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of the world. And may
the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.



RULES OF THE DECORUM

(1) The Association shall be opened and closed with prayer.

(2) There shall be no conversation by the members one with another
so as to interrupt business while in session.

(3) Every member wishing to speak shall first rise and address the
Moderator.

(4) No member shall interrupt a member while speaking.

(5) We shall admit no other title while in session but that of Brother
and Sister. ,

(6) Every member speaking shall attend to the subject under considera-
tion. -

(7) No member shall speak more than twice on any one subject.

(8) Every motion made and seconded shall be attended to, unless with-
drawn by the person who made it.

(9) No member shall absent himself from the body without leave of
the Moderator.

(10) On all motions made, where the vote of the body is taken, a
majority shall prevail.

(11)- The Moderator shall have the same privilege to speak as any other
member provided the chair is filled.

(12) Any member transgressing the above rules shall be admonished by
the Moderator.

(13) Not less than nine members shall constitute a quorum.

Yadkin Valley Association of Free Will Baptists
Constitution

(1) This .Association shall be composed of deelgates elected by each
church and sent to the Association to represent the church, v

(2) Each delegate selected by the church must be recommended by a
letter from the church of which they belong. This shall include the
minister pastoring the church.

(3) Each church is required to select the best qualified members of the
the body to represent the church and carry on business.

(4) The Association, when assembled, shall first elect a Moderator and
Clerk.

(5) The rules of the decorum must be read immediately after the
Association is assembled.

-(6) The Association will encourage a sound ministry, such as presents
- Christ as an all sufficient Saviour; that the plan of salvation, pre-
sented by Christ, is strictly and definitely Grace, and, as presented

by the gospel, will save all human beings who accept it.
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Any minister, in good standing with his church, or Association, may
be invited to a seat in our Council and may take part in the delib-
erations, and his name enrolled in our minutes.

It is the duty of the Association to appoint, or elect, committees to
take care of special business, etc. Each committee report must be
in writing, and turned in to the Clerk for reading before the as-
sembly.

All queries regularly presented to the Association by any Church
shall be attended to.

Any church wishing to become a member of this Association may
do so by making application by letter and presented by the dele-
gates ‘of said church. The church must adopt our Articles of Faith
and Church Covenant.

The Association may withdraw from any church who walks dis-
orderly or violates any rule made and passed on by the body.

It is to be understood that the Association assumes no higher author-
ity than that of an Advisory Council.

Any church wishing a letter of dismissal from this Association may
do so on the grounds of a two-thirds (24) majority of the members
of said church.

Any minister found casting his influence against any church or,
in any way, marring the character unjustly of another minister, or
working in any way to secure the church of a fellow minister, will
be dealt with by the Association.

This Constitution may be amended at any annual meeting of the
Association by two-thirds (35) votes of the delegates attending, pro-
viding that a notice of such change shall have been given during the
first sitting of said meeting after permanent organization,

The Ordination Council shall have authority to ordain ministers
between sessions. The minister calling this council must be a- mem-
ber of this Association.

RULES AND REGULATIONS

The Ordination Council shall act as an Advisory Council, Association
of 1953,

The Ministers Conference shall have authority to elect the Ordination
Council. Association of 1954.



RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
FRIDAY MORNING SESSION

The second annual session of the Yadkin Valley Association of (Orig-
inal) Free Will Baptists convened with Long’s Grove Free Will Baptist
Church in Union County, September 3, 1954, at 10 o’clock A. M. Song
entitled, “I Feel Like Traveling On,” was sung. Rev. L. M. Hooper read
a scripture for devotion, which was taken from Rev. 21, after which Rev.
William Johnson led the Association to God in prayer.

Rev. William Johnson, pastor of the host church, extended a most
cordial welcome to the Association.

Rev. L. M. Hooper, Moderator, declared the house in order for busi-
ness and called for nominations for the various Associational officers.
These officers were elected or re-elected: Rev. L. M. Hooper, Moderator;
Rev. William Johnson, Vice-Moderator; Rev. J. P. Langley, Clerk; and
Brother William D. House, Treasurer. Bro. House was also elected to be
assistant to the Clerk. .

Two (2) trustees were elected to fill the vacated offices of Rev. E.
G. Lawing and Bro. R. O. Gales. These two trustees will be Rev. L. M.
Hooper and Rev. J. P. Langley. Bro. C. E. Bauknight was elected presi-
dent of the Sunday School and Singing Convention. Bro. William D.
House was elected as vice-president and Mrs. Ruth Burnett was elected as
secretary and treasurer.

Church reports were received at this time with five (5) churches send-
ing reports.

Treasurer’s report was read and appoved. This report follows:

Money in treasury at begmnng of year ...................... $ 13.86

Received during year ...... ... ......... e e 151.00
Total e e $164.86

Disbursements:

One (1) long distance call . i $ 1.30

For printing and mailing constitutions . . . .. . ... 245

Attorney fee for acquiring charter ...... ce . 25.00

Recording charter .......... ... ... .. ... ... .. ... 5.00

For charter e e 20.10

For printing of credentials . .............oooiiiiii.. 27.00

For printing of minutes . ....... ...... ........... 72.00

For printing and mailing report forms ................ 3.60

One (1) Ledger book . ........c i, 1.24

Total Disbursements . ............ ... .. ... ... . . .. $157.69

Balance in treasury ..............i ..t 7.17

This report is complete up to the beginning of the Association and
does not include receipts during Association’s sitting.



The various committees were appointed by the Moderator, on motion
of the body. The committees were appointed as follows:

Finance
L. C. Leary, Mrs. J. P. Langley, Mrs. Helen Elwood.

Missions
C. E. Bauknight, Rev. Ralph Elwood, M. L. Burnett.

Sunday School
Wm. D. House, C. E. Bauknight, Mrs. Dallie Craig.

Ladies’ Auxiliary _
Mrs. Helen Elwood, Mrs. Ruth Burnett, Mrs. Dallie Craig, and Mrs.
J. P. Langley.

Singing Convention
Wm. D. House, C. E. Bauknight, Rev. Ralph Elwood.

Orphanage
Rev. J. P. Langley, Mrs. Helen Elwood, Mrs. Ruth Burnett.

Minister’s Report
Wm. D. House, L. C. Leary, C. E. Bauknight.

After the appointment of these committees the business session. was
closed for the eleven o’clock worship hour. Dismissed by Rev. J. P.
Langley.

At the hour of worship, Rev. S. A. Graybeal brought a wonderful
message from Luke 9:28-36, using as his subject: “A Mountain Top
Experience.” .

FRIDAY AFTERNOON
Friday afternoon the body assembled again for business.

Upon motion, the Association granted the Minister’s Conference the
authority to elect the Ordination Council

The Moderator asked Rev. J. P. Langley to speak a few words on
“Life In An Orphanage,” since Rev. Langley lived several years in an
orphanage. Rev. Langley brought out the point: “The Church which neg-
lects offerings for the orphanage so that it might pay the pastor, will soon
have no need of a pastor.”

Mahy interesting talks were made for the encouragement of the
Ladies’ Auxiliary and the support of the orphanage.

Conference adjourns until 10 o’clock Saturday morning.

Friday evening at 7:30 an hour of worship was enjoyed. Rev. J. P.
Langley brought an interesting message from Judges 7:21, using as his
text, “And Every Man Stood In His Place.”



Saturday Morning Session

Conference convened Saturday morning to resume business. Song
entitled, “I'm Going That Way,” was sung and the Moderator read a
scripture which was taken from the tenth chapter of Hebrews. Bro. L. C.
Leary led the body in prayer.

The Association gave time out for the ministers to passs a motion
that the Annual Ministers’ Conference meet on Saturday, six (6) days
before the sitting of the Annual Association. The Annual Association
convenes on Friday before the first Sunday in September.

The various Committee reports were read and approved at this time.
These reports follow:

Finance

We, your committee on Finance, do recommend that each church,
each Ladies’ Auxiliary, and each Sunday School send five dollars to this
Association each annual sitting for its financial support and that each
minister send one dollar to same with his report.

MRS. HELEN ELWOOD, MRS. J. P. LANGLEY, L. C. LEARY

Missions
We, the Missions Committee, do urge each church to give to both

home and foreign missions, and that each pastor preach to this effect.
C. E. BAUKNIGHT, M. L. BURNETT, REV. RALPH ELWOOD

Sunday School

We, your committee on Sunday School, do hereby recommend the
following: That each Sunday School give regularly to the Orphanage; use
the Free Will Baptist literature; that the superintendent, and other officers
and teachers of the Sunday Schoo! be members of the church; that the
superintendent hold a meeting once each month with the teachers; and
that the teachers hold a meeting among themselves once each month.

C. E. BAUKNIGHT, Wm. D. HOUSE, Mrs. DALLIE CRAIG

Ladies’ Auxiliary

We, the Ladies’ Auxiliary Committee, do hereby urge: that each
church organize a Ladies’ Auxiliary in their church; that each Ladies’
Auxiliary send a report each year to this Association alono with five dol-
Iars ($5.00) for the furtherance of the work of the Assocxatlon

MRS. HELEN ELWOOD, MRS. RUTH BURNETT,
MRS. J. P. LANGLEY, MRS. DALLIE CRAIG

Orphanage

We, your committee on Orphanage Support, do hereby recommend the
following: That each Sunday school send the offering of each first Sunday
in the month to the orphanage at Middlesex, N. C., and that each church
collect coupons from soaps, coffees, flour, etc., and send them to the
orphanage

* MRS. HELEN ELWOOD, MRS. RUTH BURNETT,
REV. J. P. LANGLEY



Ministers’ Report

We, your committee on Minister’s Report, do recommend that each
minister send in to this Association each year a complete report of hi$
work during the year. This report to itemize the following: Name and
number of church(s) pastored; number of sermons preached, number 6f
revivals held, number of professions, number of members received into
the church, number baptized, number of funerals conducted, number of
couples united in matrimony, number of homes visited, number of visits
to hospital, number Sunday School lessons taught, money received, money
given, and approximate miles traveled in religious work.

C. E. BAUKNIGHT, M. L. BURNETT, REV. RALPH ELWOOD

Singing Convention

We, your Singing Convention Committee, do recommend that we have
two (2) singing conventions each year. The first one on the first Sunday
in April at 2 o’clock P. M. at St. Johns Free Will Baptist Church in
Kannapolis. The second one on Saturday afternoon of the Association.

WM. D. HOUSE, C. E. BAUKNIGHT, REV. RALPH ELWOOD

Report of the Work of the Ordination Council

The Ordination Council met at Arrington Heights Free Will Baptist
Church in Lexington on Dec. 5, 1953, and issued Associational License
to Rev. Boyce Calloway and Rev. S. A. Graybeal.

The Ordination Council met at Meadow View Free Will Baptist
Church in Concord on Dec. 26, 1953, and ordained Rev. L. L. Therrell
and Rev. Boyce Calloway.

The Ordination Council met Jan, 23, 1954, at Bethlehem Free Will
Baptist Church in Kannapolis and ordained Rev. S. A. Graybeal.

The Ordination Council met Feb. 6, 1954, and exchanged Ordination
papers with Rev. W. A. Absher.

The Ordination Council met March 6, 1954, at St. John’s Free Will
Baptist Church in Kannapolis, N. C., and issued Associational License to
Rev. Neal Morton and exchanged Ordination papers with Rev. J. T. Deal.

The Ordination Council met April 17, 1954, at Long’s Grove Free
Will Baptist Church in Monroe, N, C., and issued Ordination papers to
Rev. William Johnson and Rev. W. N. Morton. Also granted Associa~
tional License to Rev. George Stilwell and Rev. David Coley.

The Ordination Council met June 5, 1954, at Valley View Free Will
Baptist Church in Concord, N. C., and issued Associational License to
Rev. Ralph G. Elwood.

The Ordination Council met July 31, 1954, at Calvary Church and
ordained Rev. Charlie P. Deal, and issued associational license to Rev.
J. C. Honeycutt.

The Ordination Council met with the Association at Long’s Grove
Free Will Baptist Church, September 2, 1954, and issued Associational
License to Rev. Haran F. Hagler and ordained Rev. David Coley.



A committee was elected at this time to select a speaker for an intro-
ductory message at the eleven o’clock hour on Friday morning of the
next Annual Association. This committee selected Rev. William Johnson
to bring this introductory message. Rev. J. P. Langley will be alternate
speaker. . ‘

The next Annual Association will meet with St. John’s Free Will
Baptist Church in Kannapolis on Friday before the first Sunday in Sep-
tember, 1955.

An offering for the orphanage was taken which amounted to fifteen
dollars ($15.00).

Adjournment and dismissed by Rev. C. D. Hopkins.
REV. J. P. LANGLEY, Clerk

Ministers’ Conference

The annual Minister’s Conference of the Yadkin Valley Association
of Free Will Baptists convened September 2, 1954, at 10 o’clock A. M.
at Long Grove Free Will Baptist Church in Monroe, N. C., with Rev.
H. E. Tucker in the chair as moderator. Song enttiled, “I Am Thine, O
Lord,” was sung and the conference was led in prayer by Rev. S. A.
Graybeal. Rev. L. M. Hooper read the scripture which was taken from
Rom. 8:1-9.

Officers for the incoming conference year were elected as follows:
Moderator, Rev. H. E. Tucker; Vice-Moderator, Rev. Boyce Calolway;
Clerk, Rev. J. P. Langley; Assistant Clerk and Treasurer, Rev. Mack Crisp.

Body moves to ask authority of the Association to elect its Ordina-
tion Council. This council to consist of the following ministers: Rev. L.
M. Hooper, chairman; Rev. J. P. Langley, clerk; Rev. S. A. Graybeal,
Rev. G. W. Liner, and Rev. Boyce Calloway.

Body moves to elect a committee to draw up some form of rules for
accepting ministers, both licensed and ordained, into this Association. This
committee to consist of the following: Rev. J. P. Langley, Rev. William
Johnson and Rev. S. A. Graybeal.

Body moves to withdraw fellowship from Rev. L. D. Gray and Rev.
E. G. Lawing, and for the clerk to write and request of them the return
of their credentials.

The committee on “Rules and Regulations for Applicants for Creden-
tials” recommended the following:

(1) No minister may be granted licenses or certificate of ordination by
the Ordination Council unless he presents a letter of recommendation
from the church to which he belongs. Also, this church must be a
member of this Association.

(2) No licensed minister may be ordained under one (1) year from date
of issuance of Associational license.

(3) No licensed minister, even though he may be called as an assistant
paster, may be ordained under one (1) year from date of issuance
of Associational license.



(4) The Ordination Council must not use partiality in the issuance of
credentials.

(5) All ministers being admitted to this Association must promise fo
relinquish their credentials if and when he joins another Association,
or when he is adjudged by the ministers’ conference to be disqualified
to preach the gospel.

(6) These rules must be read to each minister askmg for entrance mto
Association.

Next Minister’s Conference to meet on first Saturday in December,
1954, at 10 A.M. at Arrington Heights Free Will Baptist Church in Lex-
ington, N. C. Adjournment. Dismissed by Bro. William D. House.

J. P. LANGLEY, Clerk

Sunday School Reports

Arrington Heights: On Roll 208, Average attendance 140. Amount
paid out $424.28. Amount in treasury $108.81. Supt. William Starr, Hill
St., Lexington, N. C. Sécretary, Mrs. J. C. Surratt, 4 Church St., Lex-
ington, N. C.

Long Grove: On Roll 24, Average attendance 24. Amount paid out
$3.00. Amount in treasury $10.00. Superintendent, ‘Howard Cox, 204
Buick Ave., Kannapolis, N, C. Secretary, Mrs. Howard Cox, 204 Buick
Ave., Kannapolis, N. C.

Meadow View: On Roll 76, Average attendance 52. Received during
year $58.96. Paid out during year $12.24. Amount in treasury $46.72.
Average collection $5.96. Superintendent, C. E. Bauknight, 402 E. 11th
St., Kannapolis, N. C. Secretary, Paul Marshall, Rt. 4, Kannapolis, N. C.
_ St. Johns: On Roll 79. Average attendance 65. Paid out during year

$81.34. Amount in treasury $55.39. Superintendent, George Furr, 600
Sycamore St., Kannapolis, N. C. Secretary, Mrs. Ruth Burnett, Rt. 2, Box
453b, Kannapolis, N. C.

Valley View: No report.
Yadkin Valley: New church—no Sunday School as yet.

Ladies’ Auxiliary Reports

Arrington Heights: On roll 35. Average attendance 22. Paid out
during year $30.29. Amount in treasury $25.29. President, William D.
House, 532 E. Center St., Lexington, N. C.

Long Grove: No report.

Meadow View: Number on roll 8. Received during year $39.4S5.
Balance in treasury $39.45. President, Mrs. Sartian, 533 Bethshage Rd.,
Kannapolis, N. C.

St. Johns: Number on roll 6. Received during year $275.81. Paid
out during year $151.00. Balance in treasury $124.81. President, Mrs.
Helen Elwood, 406 S. E. Ave., Kannapolis, N. C.

Valley View: No report.
Yadkin Valley: No report.



REPORTS OF CHURCHES
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