



































12 TREATISE OF THE FAITH

Father.!

2. His Attributes. He is eternal,® un-
changeable,* omnipresent,* omuiscient,’
omnipotent,® holy,” and is entitled to
divine worship.®

3. His Works. By Christ the world was

1]Isa. 9:6, For unto us a child is born, unto
us a son is given; and the government shall
Be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God,
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

2Col. 1:17, And he iz before all things,
Mic. 5:2; Heb. 1:8.

3 Heb. 13:8, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,
and today, and forever. Heb. 1:12.

4 John 3:13, Ng man hath ascended up to
heaven, but he that came down from heaven,
even the Son of man which is in heaven.
Matt, 18:20; 28:20; Eph, 1:23.

5John 16:30, Thou knowest all things.
John 2:24, 25; 21:17; Rev, 2:23,

6 Col. 2:8, 10, Christ . . . is the head of all
principality and power. Matt. 28:18; Heh.
1:3; Rev. 1:8,

7Acts 3:14, But ye denied the Holy One,
Luke 1:35; Heb. 7:26; Rev. 3:7T.

8 Heb. 1:6, Let all the angels of God worship
him. John 5:23, That all men should honor
the Son, even as they honor the Father.
Phil. 2:10, 11; Matt. 28:9; Luke 24:52.
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created ;! He preserves® and governs® it;
He has provided redemption for all men,*
and He will be their final Judge®

SEC. II.—THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST,

The Word, which in the beginning was
with God and which was God, by whom
all things were made, condescended to a
state of humiliation in being united with
human nature and becoming like us, pol-
Jution and sin excepted.® In this state,

1 Heb. 1:8, 10, Unto the Son he saith ... .
Thou, Lord in the beginning hast laid the
foundatin of the earth; and the heavens are
the works of thine hands. John 1:3, 10, AlIl
things were made by him. The world was
made by him. Col. 1:18.

2 Heb. 1:3, Upholding all things by the word
of his power. Col. 1:17.

3Isa. 9:6, The government shall he upon
his shoulder. 1 Peter 3:22; Eph. 1:21,

4Eph. 1:7, In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgivness of sins
Heb. 9:12; Gal. 3:13; Isa. 44:6; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19;
Rev. 5:9.

52 Tim. 4:1, The Lord Jesus Christ who
shall judge the quick and the dead. Matt, 25:
31-46; John 5:22.

6 John 1:14, And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us. Phil. 2:6, 7, Who, being
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God; but made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of men.
2 Cor. 8:9; Heb. 4:15.
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as a subject of the law. He was liable to
the infirmities of our nature;! was tempt-
ed as we are;” but lived our example,® and
rendered perfect obedience to the divine
requirements.* As Christ was made of
the seed of David according to the flesh,
He is called ‘‘the Son of man™';” and as
the divine existence is the fountain from
which He proceeded, and was the only
agency by which He was begotten,® He is
called ‘‘the Son of God™’,7 being the only
begotten of the Father,® and the only
incarnation of the Divine Being.

1Heb. 2:17, Wherefore, in all things, it be-
hooved him to be made like unto his brethren.
Matt. 8:17; 4:2; 8:24; John 11:33, 35; 19:28;
Isa. 53:3; Luke 22:44,

2 Heb. 4:15, Was in all points tempted like
as we are. Matt. 4:1-11.

81 Pet. 2:21, Leaving us an example, that ye
should follow his steps. John 12:15; 1 John
2:6,

4 Isa. 42:21, He will magnify the law, and
make it honorable. Matt, 5:17; 3:15; Gal, 4:4.

5 Luke 19:10, For the Son of man is come to
seék and to save that which was lost,

6 John 16:27, I came out from God. Matt.
1:18, 20.

7Luke 1:35, That holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son of God.
Mark 1:1; John 1:34; 20:21.

8 John 3:16, God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son. John 1:18.
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CHAPTER VL
The Holy Spirit

1. The Seriptures aseribe to the Holy
Spirit the acts and attributes of an intel-
ligent being. He is said to guide! to
know,”> to move?® to give information*
to command,” to forbid,® to send forth,?
to reprove® and be sinned against.?

1John 16: 13, Howbeit, when he, the Spirit
of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth.

21 Cor. 2:11, Even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

3 Gen, 1:2, And the Spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters. Acts §:39,

4 Acts 10:19, While Peter thought on the
vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three
men seek thee, 1 Cor. 2:13; Acts 21:11;
John 14:26,

5 Acts 13:2, The Holy Ghost said, Separate
me Barnabas and Saul for the work where-
unto I have called them.

6 Acts 16:6, And were forbidden of the Holy
Ghost to preach the word in Asia.

7Acts 13:4, Sc they, being sent forth by the
Holy Ghost, departed into Seleucia.

8 John 16:8, And when he is come, he will
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment. Gen, 6:3.

9 Mark 3:29, But he that shall blasphe-:me
against the Holy Ghost hath never forgive-
mess. Isa, 63:10; Acts 7:51; Eph. 4:30,
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2. The attributes of God are aseribed to
the Holy Spirit; such as eternity,! omni-
presence,” omniscience,® goodness,® truth.®

3. The works of God are aseribed to the
Holy Spirit; creation,® inspiration,” giv-
ing of life® and sanctification.®

4. The same acts which in one part of
the Bible are attributed to the Holy Spirit
are in other parts said to be performed

1 Heb. 9:14, Who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without spot to God.

2Psa, 139:7, Whither sha.ll- I go from thy
Spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy pres-
ence?

81 Cor. 2:10, The Spirit searcheth all things,
vea, the deep things of God.

4 Neh, 9:20, Thou gavest also thy good Spirit
to instruct them. Psa. 143: 10.

5 John 14:17, Even the Spirit of truth,

6 Job 33:4, The Spirit of Goé hath made me.
Job 26:13; Psa. 104:30.

72 Pet. 1:21, Prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man; but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Heoly Ghost.

§1 Pet. 3:18, Quickened by the Spirit, Rom.
8:11,

91 Cor. 6:11, But ye are sanctified, but ye
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our Ged.
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by God.!

5. The apostles assert that the Holy
Spirit is Lord and God.?

From the foregoing the conclusion is
that the Holy Spirit is in reality God, and
one with the Father ir 21l divine perfec-
tions. It has also beeu shown that Jesus
Christ is God—one with the Father. Then
these three, the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, are one God.

The truth of this doetrine is also proven
from the fact that the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost are united in the
authority by which believers are baptized,
and in the benedictions pronounced by
the apostles,® which are acts of the highest
religious worship,

1Isa. 6:8, 9, I heard the voice of the Lord.
And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye,
indeed, but understand not. Acts 28:25, 26,
Well spake the Holy Ghost . . . Go unto this
people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and
shall not understand. Compare John 3:16 with
Matt. 1:18.

22 Cor. 3:17, Now the Lord is that Spirit.
Acts 5:3, 4, Why bhath Satan filled thine heart
to lie to the Holy Ghost? . . .Thou hast not
lied unto men, but unto God.

3 Matt. 28:19, Go vye, therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
2 Cor, 13:14, The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Ghost, be with you all. 1 Pet, 1:2,
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CHAPTER VII.

The Atonement and DMediation of Christ

1. The Atonement. As sin cannot be
pardoned without a sacrifice, and the blood
of beasts could never wash away sin,
Christ gave Himself a sacrifice for the
sins of the world,! and thus made salva-
tion possble for all men* He died for us,
suffering in our stead, to make known the
righteousness of God, that He might be
Just in justifying sinners who believe in
His Son.® Through the redemption effee-
ted by Christ, salvation is actually enjoyed
in this world, and will be enjoyved in the
next by all who do not in this life refuse
obedience to the kunown requirements of

11 John 2:2, And he iz the propitiation of
our sins; and not for ours only, but also for
the sins of the whole world, Isa, 53:5; 10:11;
Rom. 4:25; Matt, 20:28; 1 Pet, 3:18; John
1:29; Heb, 9:26; Rom. 5:6, 8.

2Tit, 2:11, For the grace of God that bring-
eth salvation has appeared to all men, Heb.
2:9, That he by the grace of Cod should taste
deaih for every man. 1 Tim. 2:0; Isa. 45:22;
2 Pet, 3:9; 2 Cor. 5:14, 15; 1 Tim. 4:10.

3 Rom. 26, Whom God hath set forth to
be a propitiatio: 1 aith in his blood,
to declare his righte ess for the remission
of sins t are pa h the forbearance
of God; To declay at this time his
righteousness; that t be just, and the
justiit f feveth in Jesus.
Rom. 5:9, 1§; ] + Eph. 1:7: Rev. 5:9;
1 Pet. 2:24.

ol
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God.! The atonement of sin was neces-
sary.? For present and future obedience
can no more blot out our past sins than
past obedience can remove the guilt of
present and future sins. Had God par-
doned the sins of mer without satisfac-
tion for the violation ¢. *lis law, it would
follow that transgression might go on
with impunity; government would be ab-
rogated, and the obligation of obedience
to God would be, in effect, removed.

2. Mediation of Christ. Our Lord not
only died for our sins, but He arose for
our justification? and ascended up to
heaven.! where, as Mediator between God
and man, He will make intercession for
men until the Final Judgment.®

1 Rom. 5:18, Therefore, as by the offence of
one judgment came upon all men to condem-
nation; even so by the righteousness of one
the free gift came upon all men unt) justifi-
cation of life. Rom. 8:1, There is therefore
now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit. Mark 16:15; Rom. 2:14, 15.

2 Heb. 9:22, Without shedding of blood is no
remission. Eph. 1:7, In whom we have redemp-
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.

3 Rom. 4:25, Who was delivered for our of-
fences, and was raised again for our justifi-
cation. 1 Cor. 15:17.

4 Acts 1:11, This same Jesus, which is taken
up from you into heaven. Mark 16:19,

o Heb. 7:25, He ever liveth to make inter-
cession for them. Rom. 8:34; Heb, 9:24,
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CHAPTER VIII.
The Gospel Call

The call of the Gospel is co-extensive
with the atonement to all men,® both by
the world and the strivings of the Spirit ;>
so that salvation is rendered equally pos-
sible to all;® and, if any fail of eternal
life, the fault is wholly their own.*

CHAPTER IX.
Repentance.

The repentance which the Gospel re-
quires includes a deep convietion, a peni-

1Mark 16:15, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. Isa, 45:
22, Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends
of the earth. Prov. §:4; Isa. 55:1; Rev, 22:17.

2Joel 2:28, T will pour out my Spirit upon
all flesh, John 16:8; John 1:9; Isa. 55:11;
Luke 2:10,

31 Tim, 2:4, Who will have all men to be
saved, and come unto the knowledge of the
truth. Acts 10:34, God i{s no respecter of per-
sons. Ezek. 83:11; 2 Pet. 3:9.

4 Hos. 13:9, C
self. Prov. 1:¢

hast destroyed thy-
. 65:12; Jer. 7:13, 14;
:40, And ye will not come

¢ hava 14 Alart 99.97
it have Iile. Matt. 23:37.
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tential sorrow, an open confession, a de-
cided hatred and an entire forsaking of
all sin.t  This repentance God has en-
joined on all men; and without it in this
life the sinner must perish eternally.®

CHAPTER X,
Faith

Saving faith is an assent of the mind
to the fundamental truths of revelation;

12 Cor. 7:10, For godly sorrow worketh re-
pentance to salvation not to be repented of.
Psa. 51:17; Prov. 28:12, He that covereth his
sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth
and forsaketh them, shall have mercy, Psa.
32:3, 5; Ezek. 36:31, Then shall ye remember
your own evil ways, and yvour doings that were
not good, and shall lgathe yourselves in your
own sight for your inigquities and for your
sbominations. Psa. 51:3, 4; Ezek. 18:30, Re-
pent, and turn yourself from all your trans-
gressions so iniguity shall not be your ruin.

2 Acts 17:30, But now commandeth all men
everywhere to repent. Luke 13:5, But, except
ve repent, ve shall all likewise perish. Acts 3:19.

2 Heb. 11:6, He that cometh to God must
helieve that he is and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him. Heb. 11:1,
Faith is the substancz of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen. John 5:46, 47;
Rom. 10:9,
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an acceptance of the Gospel, through the
influence of the Holy Spirit;! and a firm
confidence and trust in Christ.> The fruit
of faith is obedience to the Gospel.® The
power to believe is the gift of God;* but
believing is an aect of {he ereature, which
is required as a condition of pardon, and
without which the sinner cannot obtain
salvation.® All men are required to be-
lieve in Christ; and those who vield obe-
dience to this requirement become the
children of God by faith.®.

1Rom. 10:10, With the heart man believeth
unto righteousness. Gal. 5:22, But the fruit
of the Spirit is . .. faith, 1 Cor. 12:8, 9,

2 Acts 16:31, Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved. John 3:18;
Rom. 4:20-22; Eph. 3:12.

8 Jas. 2:17, Faith, if it hath not works, is
dead, being alone. Gal. 5:8; 1 Tim. 1:5.

4 Phil. 1:29, Unto you it iz given in the be-
half of Christ . . . to believe on him. 2 Pet.
1:1; Eph. 2:8.

5John 3:36, He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life: and he that helieveth
not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath
of God abideth on him. Mark 16:16; John
§:21, 24; Heb. 11:6.

6 John 1:7, That all men through him might
believe. Gal. 3:26, Ye are all the children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus., Acts 10:43;
Rom. 5:1; John 3:15.
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CHAPTER XL
Regenerat on.

As man is a fallen and sinful being, he
must be regeneldted, in order to obtain
salvation,! This change is an instanta-
neous renewal of the heart by the Holy
Spirit,*whereby the penitent sinner ve-
ceives new life, becomes a child of God,?
and disposed to serve Him.* This is called
in Seripture being born again—born of
the Spirit,” bemg quickened, ¢ passing

1John 3:3, Except a man be horn again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God. Heb. 12:14;
Rev. 21:27; Gal. 5:19-21,

2 John 8:5, Except @ man be born . . . of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
John 1:13; Ezek, 36:26-27; Tit. 3:5; Eph, 2:10.

4 Rom. 8:16, The Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of God,
John 1:12: &:25; Jas. 1:18; Z Qor. 5:17.

4 Ezek. 11:19, 20, And I will give them one
heart, and I will put a new spirit within you:
and I will take the stony heart out of their
flesh, and will give them a heart of flesh: that
they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine
ordinances, and do them. 1 Pet. 2:5.

.

5 John 3:6, That which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. John 3:5, &§; 1 John 4:7; b:1.

6 Eph. 2:1, You h‘ Ii he quickened, who were
dead in m, spas d sins. Psa. 119:60, 93;

Eph, 2:5; Col. '_’:lb'.
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from death unto life,’ and a partaking of
the divine nature.?

CHAPTER XII,
Justification and Sanctification.

1. Justification, ..Personal justification
implies that the person justified has been
guilty before God; and, in consideration
of the atonement of Christ, accepted by
faith, the sinner is pardoned and absolved
from the guilt of sin and restored to the
divine favor® Through Christ’s atone-
ment is the foundation of the sinner’s
redemption, yet, without repentance and
faith, it can never give him justification
and peace with God.*

1John 5:24, He that heareth my word, and
believeth on him that sent me . ., ., is passed
from death unto life. 1 John 3:14,

22 Pet. 1:4, That by these ye might he par-
takers of the divine nature, Heb, 3:14,

8 Rom. 5:1, Therefore, being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Rom. 5:16, The free gift is of many
offences unto justification, Acts  13:39;
Isa. 53:11,

4 Acts 3:19, Repent ye, thersfore, and be con-
verted, that your sins may be blotted out.
Heb. 4:2; 11:6; Rom. 9:31, 32; Acts 13:38, 39,
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2. Sanctification is a work of God’s
grace, by which the soul is cleansed from
all sin and wholly conseerated to Christ.!
It commences at regeneration, and the
Christian can and should abide in this
state to the end of life, constantly grow-
ing in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ.®

CHAPTER XIII.
Perseverance of the Saints

There are strong grounds to hope that
the truly regenerate will persevere unto
the end, and be saved, through the power
i c— 18

11 Cor. 6:11, And such were some of you; but
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God. Rom, 12:1, Pre-
sent your hodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God. 1 Thess, 4:3; John 17:17;
Eph. 5:26; 1 Cor. 6:20.

21 Thess. 5:23, And the very God of peace
ganctify you wholly: and I pray God that your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 2 Cor. 7:1; 2 Pet. 3:18, Grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Heb, 6:1; 1 John 5:4; Col. 4:12;
Prov. 4:18; 1 John 1:7, 9; 1 Pet. 1:16; Gal. 2:20.
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of divine grace which is pledged for their
support ;! but their future obedience and
final salvation are neither determined nor
eertain, sinee through infirmity and mani-
fold temptations they are in danger of
falling ; and they ought therefore to wateh
and pray, lest they make shipwreck of
their faith and be lost.?

1Rom. 8:38, 39, For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi-
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord. 1 Cor. 10:13, God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye
are able; but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape, that ye may he able to
bear it. 2 Cor. 12:9, My grace is sufficient for
thee, Job 17:9; Matt. 16:18; John 10:27, 28;
Phil. 1:6,

22 Chron. 15:2, The Lord is with you, while
ve be with him , . . but if ye forsake him, he
will forsake you. 2 Pet. 1:10, Wherefore the

rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure; for if ye do these
things, ye shall never fall. BEzek. 33:18, When
the righteous turneth from his righteousness,
and committeth iniquity, he shall even die
thereby. John 15:6; 1 Cor. 10:12; Heb. 6:4-5;
12:15; 1 Chron. 28:9; Rev, 2:4; 1 Tim. 1:19;
2 Pet. 2:20, 21; 1 Cor. 9:27; Matt. 24:13,
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CHAPTER XIV.
The Sabbath.

This is one day in seven, which from
the ereation of the world Gid has set apart
for sacred rest and holy service.! Under
the former dispensation, the seventh day
of the week, as commemorative of the
work of ereation, was set apart for the
Sabbath.? Under the Gospel, the first day
of the week, in commemoration of the
resurrection of Christ, and by authority
of the apostles, is observed as the Chris-
tian Sabbath.® On this day all men are

1Gen, 2:3, God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it. Mark 2:27, The Sabbath was
made for man. Neh. 8:14,

2 Exod. 20:8-11, Remember the Sabbath day,
10 keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and
do all thy work: but the seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy Ged; in it thou shalt
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-ser-
vant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates. For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that
in them is, and rested the seventh day; where-
fore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and
hallowed it.

3 Luke 24:1-7, Now upon the first day of the
week, very early in the morning, they came
unto the sepulchre . . . He is not here, but is
risen. Luke 24:33-36; John 20:19, 26; Acts 2:1;
20:7, And upon the first day of the week, when
the disciples came together to break bread,
Paul preached unto them. 1 Cor, 16:2; Rev.
1:10; Psa, 118:22-24,
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required to refrain from seculer labor,
and devote themselves to the worship and
service of God.!

(CHAPTER XV.
The Church.

A Christian Ghurch is an organized body
of believers in Christ, who statedly as-
semble to worship God, and who sustain
the ordinances of the Gospel according
to the Secriptures.”* Believers in Christ
are admitted to this churech on giving
evidence of faith in Christ, obtaining con-
sent of the body, being baptized, and re-
eeiving the right hand of fellowship.?

The Chureh of God, or members of the

11sa. 58:13, 14, If thou turn away thy foot
from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on
my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight,
the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt
honor him,not doing thine own ways, nor find-
ing thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words; then shalt thou delight thyself in the
Lord. Isa. 56:2; Exod. 20:8-11,

21 Cor. 1:2, Unto the church of God which is
at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints. Acts 2:41, 47; 20:7;
1 Cor. 16:1, 2; Rev. 1:4,

3 Eph. 5:25, 27, Christ also loved the chureh,
and gave himself for it . . . that he might pre-
sent it to himself a glorious church. Eph.1:22,
23; 1 Cor. 12:27, 28; Col. 1:18, 24; 1 Pet, 2:5;
John 18:36; John 15:2, 6,
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body if Christ, is the whole body of Chris-
tians throughout the whole world, and
none but the regenerate are its members.t

CHAPTER XV
The Gospel Ministry,

1. Qualification of Ministers. They must
possess good natural and aequired abil-
ities,* deep and ardent piety,® be especi-
ally ealled of God to the work,* and or-
dained by the laying on of hands.?

1Acts 2:41, Then they that .gladly received
his word were baptized; and the same day were
added unto them about three thousand souls.
Acts 8:12; Gal. 3:27.

22 Tim, 2:15, Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
1 Tim. 4:13-16, Till I come give attendance to
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect
not the gift that is in thee . , . Meditate upon
these things, give thyself wholly to them; that
thy profiting may appear to all. Tit, 1:9; 2:7,
8; 2 Tim. 1:7; 2:2; 1 Tim. 3:2-7.

3 Psa. 50:16, But unto the wicked, God saith,
(What hast thou to do to declare my statutes,
or that thou shouldst take my covenant in thy
mouth? 2 Tim. 1:8-11, 14; 2: 22; 3:5: Tit. 1:
5-9; 1 Cor. 2:12-16.

4+ Acts 20:28, Take heed therefore unto your-
selves, and to all the flock . . . over which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, Heb. 5:
4; 1 Cor. 9:16; Acts 13:2.

51 Tim. 4:14, With the laying on of the hands
of the presbytery. 2 Tim. 1:6; Acts 13:3.
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2. Duties of Ministers. These are, to
preach the Word,® administer the ordi-
nances of the Gospel? visit their people,
and otherwise perform the work of faith-
ful pastors.®

CHAPTER XVII.
Ordinances of the Gospel.

1. Christian Baptism. This is the immer-
gion of believers in water, in the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,*
in which are represented the burial and
resurrection of Christ, the death of Chris-
tians to the world, the washing of their
souls from the polution of sin, their rising

1 Mark 16:15, Go ve into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature, 2 Tim,
4:2; 2 Cor, 4:5; Ezek. 33:7T.

2Matt. 28:19, Teach all nations, baptizing
them. Luke 22:19, 20, This do in remembrance
of me. Acts 20:11; 27:35; 1 Cor. 11:23-28;
10:16.

8 Heb. 13:17, They watch for your souls as
they that must give account. 1 Pet. 5:2, Feed
the flock of God which is among you, taking
the oversight therecf. Acts 20:28; Jer. 3:15.

4 Matt. 28:19, Baptizing (Greek, immersing)
them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Col. 2:12, Buried
with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen
with him, Acts 8:36-39; Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:
5; John 3:23; Acts 16:32-34; 2:41,
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to newness of life, their engagement to
serve (God, and their resurrection at the
last day.!

2. The Lord’s Supper. This is a com-
memoration of the death of Christ for our
sins, in the use of bread which He made
the emblem of His broken body, and the
cup, the emblem of His shed blood,* and
by it the believer expresses his love for
Christ, his faith and hope in Him, and
pledges to Him perpetual fidelity.?

1 Rom. 6:4, Therefore we are buried with him
by baptism into death; that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even =0 we also should walk in new-
ness of life. Col. 3:3; 2:12; Tit. 3:5; Gal. 3:
27; 1 Cor. 15:29.

21 Cor. 11:23-26, For I have received of the
Lord that which also I delivered unto you.
That the Lord Jesus, the same night in which
he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat;
this is my body, which is broken for you;
this do in remembrance of me, After the same
manner also he took the cup, when he had
supped, saying, This cup is the New Testament
in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it,
in remembrance of me. For as oft as ye eat
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew
the Lord's death till he come. Matt, 26:26-28.

81 Cor, 10:16, The cup of blessing which we
bless, is it not the communion of the blood of
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not
the communion of the body of Christ? 1 Cor,
10:21; 11:27-29.
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It is the privilege and duty of all who
have spiritual union with Christ to com-
memorate His death; and no man has a
right to forbid these tokens to the least
of His disciples.!

3. Washing the Saints’ Feet. This
teaches humility, purity of body as well
as soul willingness to serve every Chris-
tian in any way we possibly can to pro-
mote his or her spiritual welfare and ad-
vance the cause of Christ. It is the duty,
and happy prerogative of every believer
to observe this sacred ordinance,

CHAPTER XVIII.
Death, and the Intermediate State.

1. Death. As a result of sin, all man-
kind are subject to the death of the body.2

11 Cor. 10:17, For we being many are one
bread and one body; for we are all partakers of
that one bread. Matt. 26:27, Drink ye all of it.
Rom. 14:1, 10;-1 Cor. 12:12-27; Acts 2:42; 20:7.

2Rom. 5:12, As by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; and so death pass-
ed upon all men, for that all have sinned.
Heb. 9:27, It is appointed unto men once to die.
1 Cor, 15:22; Psa. 89:48; Eccl. 8:8.
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2. The Intermediate State. The soul does
not die with the body; but immediately
after death enters into a conscious state
of happiness or misery, according to the
moral character here possessed.!

. CHAPTER XIX.
Second Coming of Christ

The Lord Jesus, who ascended on high,
and sits at the right hand of God, will
come again, to close the Gospel dispensa-
tion, glorify His saints, and judge the
world.?

CHAPTER XX.
The Resurrection,

The Seriptures teach the resurrection
of the bodies of all men at the last day,
each in its own order; they that have done

1 BEecles. 12:7, Then shall the dust return to
the earth as it was; and the spirit shall return
unto God who gave it. Phil. 1:23, Having a
desire to depart, and be with Christ, which is
far better. Luke 23:43; Matt. 17:3; 22:32;
Acts 7:59; Matt. 10:28; 2 Cor. 5:8; Luke 16:22-
26; Rev. 6:9.

2 Acts 1:11, This same Jesug which is taken
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
Matt. 25:81; 1 Cor, 15:24-28; 1 Thess, 4:16-17;
2 Thess. 1:7-10; 2 Pet. 3:3-13; Matt. 24:42, 44.
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good will come forth to the resurrection
of life, and they that have done evil to
resurrection of damnmation.!

CHAPTER XXI.
The General Judgment and Future
Retribution. '

1. The General Judgment. There will be
a general judgment, when time and man’s
probation will close forever.? Then all
men will be judged aceording to their
works.®

1John 5:28, 29, The hour is coming in the
which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection
of damnation. Acts 24:15; 1 Cor. 15:22, 23;
2 Tim. 2:18; Phil. 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:35-44; Dan.
12:2,

2 Acts 17:31, Because he hath appointed a
day, in which he will judge the world in righte-
ousness., 1 Cor. 15:24; Rev. 10:6; 22:11;
2 Pet. 3:11, 12;: Eccles. 9:10.

32 Cor. 5:10, For we must all appear beiore
the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in hiz body, ac-
cording to that he hath done, whether it be
good or bad. Eccles, 12:14, For God shall
bring every work into judgment, th every
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it
be evil, Matt. 12:36; Rev. 20:12; Rom.2:16.
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9. Future Retribution. Immediately after
the general judgment, the righteous will
enter into eternal life, and the wicked
will go into a state of endless punishment.'

1Matt. 25:46, And these shall go away into
everlasting punishment; but the righteous into
life eternal. 2 Thess. 1:8-10, Taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and they that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who
shall be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his power; when he shall come to be
glorified in his saints. Rom. 6:23; 2 Pet. 1:11;
Mark 3:29; 9:43, 44; Jude 7; Rev, 14:11; 21:7,
8, 27; Matt, 13:41-43; Rom, 2:6-10.
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CHAPTER 1.
THE Church.
SECTION I.—ORGANIZATION

‘When several believers wish to be or-
ganized into a church, they request a
council of a Quarterly Meeting or Associ-
ation, which examines into the Christian
character, doctrine, and fellowship of the
applicants, and their ability to sustain a
chureh. If the the examination is satis-
factory, the organization proceeds as fol-
lows:

1. The Bible is presented, as the only
rule of faith and practice.

2. A church covenant is adopted.

3. A prayer of consecration is offered.

4, The hand of fellowship is given by
the chairman of the council.

When a church already organized, or
a church from another denomination,
wishes to unite with the Free Will Bap-
tist denomination, a couneil is called the
same as for the organization of a chureh.
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SECTION II.—OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH

The church then proceeds to elect its
officers, which are a clerk, a treasurer,
a pastor who acts as moderator in all
chureh meetings, and a board of deacons,
who, with the pastor, clerk and treasurer,
constitute a committee to promote order,
activity, attendance on the means of
grace, and efficient diseipline of the
church.  Deacons should possess sound
piety, good business capaecity, and large
benevolenece ; they should be ordained by
prayer and the laying on of hands by the
presbytery ; they hold their office for life,
or during the maintenance of good moral
character and sound doctrine; they assist
at baptism and the Lord’s Supper, have
care of the poor, and conduet religious
meetings in the absence of the pastor,

SECTION III.—MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH

1. Public worship upon the Lord’s day
is to be faithfully observed and punetu-
ally attended.

2. A monthly church conference, or cov-
enant meeting, is established, at which
every member, or so far as practicable,
should report personally or by letter.

3. Weekly meetings appointed for pray-
er and conference should be regularly
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attended by the church ; in these meetings
all are at liberty to participate, regard-
less of office, age, sex, or condition.

4. Meetings for business are held once
in three months, generally two weeks be-
fore each session of the Quarterly Meet-
ing, but items of business may be intro-
duced and attended to at any regular
meeting of the church.

1) In these meetings, if the pastor is
not present, a moderator is elected; and
if the clerk is absent, a clerk pro tem is
elected.

2) No conversation or discussion is
proper upon any subject not distinetly
before the meeting by a regular motion
properly sustained.

3) If members are to be tried for mis-
conduet, written notices of the charges
and specifications of the same should be
furnished to those concerned, at least one
week before the trial.

4) If the eharges are not confessed, the
trial proceeds in regular order by the
presentation of testimony, without per-
sonal disputation, or remarks from those
not church members,

5) Questions of fellowship and expul-
sion are settled by vote of the majority
present, provided that if only a minority
of the resident membership is present, a
majority of all such members at a fuller



40  USAGES OF THE

meeting may reconsider the action and
re-investigate the subjeet. But a vote of
the majority of all the resident members
is always final; and the Quarterly Meet-
ing has no power to reverse it, but may,
if deemed necessary, withdraw the hand
of fellowship from a church as a whole
when its action is inconsistent with sound
doctrine of Christian polity.

SECTION IV.—DUTIES OF THE CHURCH

1. The ordinances of the Gospel are
administered by ordained ministers,—
Baptism as soon as practicable after con-
version, and the Lord’s Supper at stated
times, as fixed by a vote of the church.

2. Every church should sustain a Sun-
day school, the officers and teachers of
which should be acceptable to the chureh,
and generally members of it,

3. Churches should recognize and ar-
range, as far as possible, to prosecute all
the different kinds of work for Christ that
are possible in the communities where they
exist. To this end, every church member
should be designated for some department
of the church work, and should accept
such department as his special field.

4. Congregational singing is to be pre-
ferred and encouraged under the efficient
direction of a choir or a leader,
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5. Every church should provide for the
support of its pastor, and other church
expenses; each member contributing
thereto according to his property and
cireumstances.

SEC. V.—GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH

1. The local church is an independent
body, so far as it relates to its own gov-
ernment, the transaetion of its business,
the choice of its officers, and the disci-
pline of its members.

2. Persons who believe the truth as it
is in Christ, and give evidence of true
piety, are, upon examination or recom-
mendation, received to membership by
vote of the ehurch upon condition of bap-
tism. If there are objections, they should
be privately stated to the officers of the
church, and the vote should be deferred
until the church is satisfied.

3. Persons expelled from sister churches
for any cause, or from any church for im-
moraltity, should not be received to fel-
lowship without first giving satisfaction
to the churech from which they are ex-
pelled.

4, The hand of fellowship is given by
the pastor, or other minister, to all per-
sons on their reception by the church,
but it is not essential to church member-
ship.
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5. Christians not eligible to member-
ship in the church, may, by vote of the
chureh, be recognized as in Christian fel-
lowship and invited to participate in
social and publie worship, Sunday school
work, missionary enterprises, and evan-
gelistic work,

6. Letters of commendation are granted
to members in good standing, who wish
to change their church relations. These
letters are valid as an introduction to an-
other chureh for one year. But in no
case. without special vote of dismission,
do they change the relations of members
to the church, or release them from duty
or discipline, until they unite with some
other church.

7. Ministers are received and dismissed
by letter as other members, except when
they come from, or go to, other denomi-
nations; in which ease a council of min-
isters should be called to advise respeet-
ing the action contemplated.

8. It is the duiy of the church to unite
with some Quarterly Meeting or Associ-
ation. and to report regularly by dele-
gates and letter in form given in the
Treatise, Such reports shonld definitely

answer the following questions:
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1) What is the attendance and degree
of interest in public worship, and in the
prayer meetings?

2) How many are connected with the
Sunday school?

3) What provision is made for books
and papers in the Sunday school?

4) What is the average annual amount
per resident member paid for Home Mis-
sions, Foreign Missions, and the cause of
education respectively, and how is the
money raised?

5) Have you a stated pastor who has
the certificate of ministerial standing from
the Yearly Meeting or Annunal Associa-
tion? What is the amount paid for the
support of the pastor, and expenses for
publi¢c worship?

6) Ave there any special demands or
encouragements for church work?

9. At the next session of the Quarterly
Meeting after the first day of May of
each year, the report should give the ex-
act statement of the statisties as required
for the records for the preceding year.

10. Churches, or other bodies, are gen-
erally expected to elect as delegates mem-
bers of the respective bodies represented,
but for special reasons may elect other
members of the denomination to bodies
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having the right to decide respecting the
eligibility of their own members.

SEC. VI.—DISCIFLINE OF THE CHURCH

1. Personal offences and trials are to be
settled according to Matt, 18:15-17. Pub-
lic offenses are to be considered as against
the church, which, by its officers, is to
pursue the same course as required in the
case of individuals. See Section II. 4, 5.

2. When a minority of a church are
aggrieved with the action of the majority,
a council may be called by mutual agree-
ment, or requested of the Quarterly Meet-
ing. Such council may be called simply
for advice, or as a board of arbitration,
whose decision should be final,

3. When a member, without providen-
tial reasons, absents himself from the
meetings of the church, or refuses its sup-
port for one year, it is considered a
violation of the covenant and sufficient
reason for diseipline.

4. DMinisters who are subjects of dis-
cipline for unchristian doctrines or praec-
tices are entitled to a council to be ap-
pointed by the Quarterly Meeting or As-
sociation, including at least three minis-
ters in good standing in the denomination.
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CHAPTER 11
The Ministry.

SECTION 1—RELATION TO THE CHURCH.

1. Every pastor is expected to be a
member of a church under his care, and
no person is recognized as a member or
minister of the denomination, who is not
a member of some chureh in regular stand-
ing in the denomination.

2. When a church desires that one of
its members should be licensed or ordained
to preach the Gospel, it requests the Quar-
terly Meeting or Association of which it
is a member to examine, by council or
otherwise, such member, The examina-
tion for license should refer to the piety
and doetrines, the convictions and pur-
poses respecting the work of the ministry,
and the reputation for character and abil-
ity of the candidate, and his present and
prospective educational and professional
qualifications, The examination for ordi-
nation should include all that is required
for license, and also satisfactory exami-
nation respecting the life and labors of
the candidate, and his attainments, at
least in the departments of English edu-
cation, Doetrinal and Pastoral theology,
and Homileties,
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3. The pastoral relation is of such im-
portance that a council ecalled by the
church or Quarterly Meeting for advice
respecting the settlement or dismission
of a pastor is deemed desirable, and the
public recognition with devotional ser-
vices at the opening of pastoral work
with a church, appropriate.

4. A minister from another denomina-
tion wishing to unite with the Free Will
Baptist must first make application to a
church which requests action of the Quar-
terly Meeting or Association the same as
for license or ordination,

SECTION II.—MINTSTERS' CONFERENCES.

‘" These conferences are comjposed of
ministers in the same Quarterly Meeting
or Yearly Meeting or Association, who
associate for mutual benefit and the inter-
ests of Zion. These meetings are held
quarterly or annually as the case may be.
Every minister in the denomination
should connect himself with the minis-
ters’ conference of his Quarterly Meeting
or Yearly Meeting or Association, and
take a letter of dismission and commen-
dation when removing from its limits.

1. The subjects generally considered
in these conferences refer to the intellec-
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tual and spiritnal improvement of the
members, the exegetical, doetrinal, and
homiletical study of the Seriptures, and
the best methods of promoting the Gospel.

2. The members of these conferences
consider themselves under one another’s
fraternal care, and that it is their duty
to watch over, admonish, rebuke and ex-
hort one another as deemed necessary,
with all long-suffering and diligence.

3. At every session of his conference,
each minister is required to report him-
self either in person or by letter.

4, These conferences are governed by
guch eonstitution and by-laws as the mem-
bers are disposed to adopt, not repugnant
to the general polity of the denomination.

CHAPTER IIL
Quarterly Meetings,
SECTION I— ORGANIZATION,

Two or more churches wishing to or-
ganize a Quarterly Meeting or Associa-
tion appoint delegates for that purpose,
and request of an adjoining Quarterly
Meeting or Association a council of not
less than five members, which will meet
with the delegates and proceed;—
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1. To examine the delegates respecting
the Christian character and doctrines of
their respective churches, and the rea-
sons for such an organization as desired,
requiring letters of commendation for
churches ecoming from other bodies or
Quarterly Meetings,

2. The presentation and adoption by
the delegates of a constitution.

3. The right hand of fellowship and
consecrating prayer.

4. The election of a moderator, clerk,
treasurer, and an executive board of not
less than three members, so constituted
that a portion of the members shall be
elected annually for three years.

It shall be the duty of this board or
committee to arrange the program of the
Quarterly Meeting sessions, if not other-
wise determined; to assist in securing
pastors for the churches and suitable
fields of labor for ministers, and to ren-
der special assistance to weak churches;
to appoint councils, when necessary, for
the licensing and ordaining of ministers,
the settlement and dismission of pastors,
the regulation and harmony of the
churches; to see that effective work for
Home and Foreign Missions and for Sun-
day schools is being done in all the
churches, appointing, if need be, suitable
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committees and workers for these enter-
prises; and to labor faithfully for the
general good of the Quarterly Meeting.

5. Delegates are elected to some Yearly
Meeting or Association of Free Will
Baptist and instructed to ask for mem-
bership in such body.

SEC. IL.—BUSINESS OF THE QUARTERLY
MEETING.

1. The clerk, or in his absence, the old-
est pastor present, calls the conference
to order, and takes charge of the devo-
tional exercises, and if requested to do so,
reads the constitution and by-laws.

2. Officers are elected as required by
the constitution.

3, Corresponding messengers and visit-
ing brethren are invited to seats as ad-
visory members.

4, The letters and reports from the
churches are received and considered.

5. Reports of delegates and correspond-
ing messengers to other bodies, and re-
ports of corresponding messengers from
other organizations are called for.

6. Reports of committees previously
appointed and unfinished business con-
sidered.

7. Business suggested by the letters or
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by the members of the conference.

8. The moderator inquires whether
there is any church not represented, and
if not, why not? or any church or other
field needing ministerial labor, and if so,
how it can be supplied? and if any ehurch
does not report action with reference to
benevolent causes, and if not, why not?

9. At the session next preceding the
session of the Yearly Meeting or Associ-
ation to which the Quarterly Meeting be-
longs, delegates are chosen to attend the
Yearly Meeting or Association, and a
letter containing the statistics and the
general success and work of the Quarterly
Meeting, written by the clerk, is forward-
ed by the delegates to the Yearly Meet-
ing or Association..

10. When a church in good standing
requests a dismission to unite with an-
other Quarterly Meeting or Association,
a letter of dismission and recommenda-
tion is given. Also, when a number of
churches in good standing wish to be
organized into a new Quarterly Meeting,
they are dismissed as above, But it is
contrary to the usages of the denomina-
tion for any church to dissolve its con-
nection with the Quarterly Meeting, or to
disband without the approval of the
Quarterly Meeting. A Quarterly Meeting
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ghould not receive a church rejected by
another Quarterly Meeting, without
reconciliation.

11. The conference is regarded as in
gession during all the meetings of busi-
ness and worship throughout the entire
gession and under the direction of the
moderator; and the clerk should keep a
record of all the meetings of business and
worship.

SECTION IIL—DISCIPLINE OF THE
QUARTERLY MEETING.

1. A Quarterly Meeting cannot deprive
a church of its independent form of gov-
ernment, nor its right to discipline its
own members, nor labor with individual
members of churches as such; but, as the
church is a member of the Quarterly
Meeting, it has the right to labor with the
church as a body in case of unscriptural
or disorderly walk, and may determine
whether the church is worthy of its fel-
lowship or not.

2. When a church neglects to report
itself to the Quarterly Meeting for two or
three terms in succession, the Quarterly
Meeting inquires into the cause of the
neglect, and if satisfactory reasons are
not given, the church is admonished.
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3. When a church violates its covenant,
becomes heretical or corrupt in practice,
the Quarterly Meeting, on being apprais-
ed of the fact, investigates the matter,
and after suitable labor, if unsuccessful,
withdraws fellowship.

4. When a respectable minority of a
Quarterly Meeting are aggrieved with the
proceedings of the majority, it is their
privilege to present the cause of their
grief to the Yearly Meeting or Association
of which the Quarterly Meeting is a mem-
ber, for redress.

CHAPTER 1V.
Yearly Meetings or Associations.
SECTION L—ORGANIZATION.

A Yearly Meeting or Association is
composed of two or more Quarterly Meet-
ings associated in the same manner as the
churches are in the formation of Quar-
terly Meetings. The method of organiz-
ing a Yearly Meeting or Association is
similar to that of organizing a Quarterly
Meeting.

1. A council is called by the Quarterly
Meetings which desire to unite in a Yearly
Meeting or Association. Delegates are
chosen by the Quarterly Meetings to con-
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vene with the council. The council makes
a faithful examination in relation to the
organization, condition, sentiments, order
and fellowship of the Quarterly Meetings.
A constitution is read and adopted by the
delegates present on behalf of their re-
spective Quarterly Meetings. One of the
council gives the hand of fellowship to
the delegates, thereby acknowledging the
Quarterly Meetings which they represent
to be duly organized into a Yearly Meet-
ing or Association. A consecrating prayer
and a song of praise then follow.

2. The chairman of the council presid-
ing, the conference then proceeds to the
choice of the officers specified in the con-
stitution.

By vote of the Yearly Meeting or
Association, the eclerk is instrueted to
prepare a written request to the State
Association for admission into that body,
which is forwarded by the delegates of
that Yearly DMeeting or Association to
the next session of the State Association.

SEC. IL.—BUSINESS OF THE YEARLY
MEETING, OR ASSOCIATION.

1. The business of the Yearly Meeting
or Association is eonducted in a similar
way to that of the Quarterly Meeting.
It is the duty of the Yearly Meeting or
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Association to assist a Quarterly Meet-
ing by counecil, committee, or advice, when
requested to do so.

2. A Yearly Meeting or Association
committee should be appointed annually
to have charge and direct missionary en-
terprises within the bounds of the Yearly
Meeting or Association and under its
direction.

3. The Yearly Meeting or Association
passes upon the Christian and ministerial
standing of all its ministers annually, and
issues certificates of standing to such as
are esteemed worthy, when desired (and
if any are unworthy, reports such to the
respective churches with which they are
connected), and no man without such
certificate should be received as a minister.

4, At each session next preceding a
session of the State Association, delegates
are chosen to represent the Yearly Meet-
ing or Association in said Assoclation.

5. When a Quarterly Meeting in good
standing repuests a letter that they may
join another Yearly Meeting or Associ-
ation, a letter of recommendation is given.
But it is contrary to the usages of the
denomination for a Quarterly Meeting to
dissolve its connection with the Yearly
Meeting or Association without consent
of said Yearly Meeting or Association.



FREE WILL BAPTIST 55

SECTION IIL—DISCIPLINE OF YEARLY
MEETING, OR ASSOCIATION.

1. Every Yearly Meeting or Associa-
tion has the same right to discipline the
Quarterly Meetings of which it is com-
posed, as a Quarterly Meeting has to dis-
cipline the churchies which belong to it,
and for the same reasons. The Yearly
Meeting or Association connot reverss
the decisions of a Quarterly Meeting, nor
labor with individual churches; but it
can labor with the Quarterly Meeting as
a body, in case the Quarterly Meeting
pursues an unscriptural or disorderly
course.

2. When a Quarterly Meeting negleets
to report itself, or when it becomes hereti-
cal or corrupt in practice, the Yearly
Meeting pursues the same course with it
that a Quarterly Meeting does with a dis-
orderly church. A Yearly Meeting or
Association should not receive a Quarterly
Meeting rejected by another Quarterly
Meeting without a reconciliation.

CHAPTER V.,

The Eastern General Association and the
Western General Association
(United, Form the National Association
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SEC. IL.—DESIGN OF THE ASSOCIATION.

1. The Eastern General Association and
the Western General Association are de-
signed to comprise all the Annual Asso-
ciations in the Free Will Baptist denomi-
nation, and to eomplete the organitation
iof the connection in one national body;
to consolidate the body by harmonizing
its different parts, keeping a common
interest in view, and producing unity of
sentiment and discipline; to concentrate
its strength in the common cause of the
Redeemer; and, by a fraternal inter-
change of views among its members, to
promote growth in grace and knowledge
of Gospel Truth.

The National Association sustains the
same relation to the Eastern and Western
(teneral Associations, that they do to the
Annual Associations, or the Annual Asso-
ciations do to the Quarterly Meetings, or
the Quarterly Meetings do to the churches
which compose them.

3. This body was organized at Nash-
ville, Tennessee in November, 1935, and
adopted the following Constitution and
By-Laws, by which it is to be governed:

SEC. IIL—CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
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CONSTITUTION

Preamble. From long experience we,
the members of the Free Will Baptist de-
nomination, being regularly baptized
upon a profession of our faith in Jesus
Christ, and realizing the necessity of a
bond of union and fellowship among us
as a church; and to preserve and maintain
correspondence and co-ordination with
us, do therefore ordain this Constitution
for our better denominational government.

ARTICLE L

Name—This organization shall he
known as the NATIONAL -ASSOCIA-
TION of FREE WILL BAPTISTS.

ARTICLE II

Purpose—The object or purpose of this
organization shall be to unify the work
of the various bodies composing this
National Association, and to devise and
execute measures for the extension of the
Kingdom of God in connection with the
various bodies in the Association, or that
may hereafter be represented therein.

ARTICLE IIL

Composition—Sec. 1.  This National
Association shall have two (2) divisions,
an Bastern Member (formerly known as
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The General Conference of Free Will Bap-
tists), and a Western Member (formerly
known as The Co-operative General Asso-
ciation of Free Will Baptists) ; but henece-
forth the Eastern Member shall be known
as the Kastern Association of Free Will
Baptists, and the Western Member shall
be known as The Western Association of
Free Will Baptists,

Sec. 2. These two members which com-
pose The National Association shall each
be divided as follows: State Associa-
tions, whieh shall be ecomposed of Annunal
Associations; and the Annual Associa-
tions shall be composed of Quarterly
Meetings and local churches,

ARTICLE IV.

Repregentation—HEach of the two (2)
members (Hastern and Western Associ-
ations) which compose the National Asso-
ciation shall be entitled to ten (10) cele-
gates elected from the laity, together with
all ordained Free Will Baptist ministers
who hold church membershiip and are
in good standing.

fec. 2. This National Association shall
have no power to iill vacancies in the
delegation from either body.
ARTICLE V.
Discipline—This National Association
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shall have the right to settle any question
of diseipline, doctrine or usage that may
properly come before it from either of
the bodies composing said organization
of the National Association of the Free
(Will Baptist Chureh, or act upon any
appeal that may be made by any body
belonging to this National Association.
Said appeal shall have heen written and
properly signed by the constituent body
or bodies, and its decision shall be final.
Such appeals are to come before the
National Association, after having been
appealed from the lower body to the next
higher body.

Sec. 2. All appeals coming before the
National Association may be settled in
either of the following ways: (1) By the
National Association when sitting in a
Committee as a whole. (2) By a special
committee whose report shall be voted on
without discussion.

ARTICLE VI.

Officers—The officers of this National
Association shall consist of a Moderator,
an Assistant DModerator, a Recording
Clerk, an Assistant Recording Clerk, a
Treasurer, and an Executive Board, each
of which shall be nominated from the
floor and elected by a standing vote of
the body at each regular session,



60 USAGES OF THE

Sec. 2. National Executive Secretaries
of Departmental Work, namely: Foreign
Missions, Home Missions, Young People’s
Work, Women’s Work, and Sunday
Schools, shall be nominated from the floor
and elected by a standing vote of the
body at each regular session.

Sec. 3. Committees as necessary shall
be appointed by the Chair unless other-
wise provided for, and shall hold office
until work is completed, or until their
successors are elected.

ARTICLE VII,

Executive Board—An Executive Board
of five (5) members shall be nominated
from the floor and elected by a standing
vote of the body at each regular session
of the National Association. They shall
hold office until the next regular session
of the Association, or until their succes-
gors are elected. They shall be elected
from either the standing or elected dele-
gates of the body.

Sec. 2. This Exeeutive Board shall
have power to act in behalf of and for
the National Association from one regular
session of the Association 1o another. and
shall have power to elect snch officers as
may be necessary for its own government,
and to earry out the plans and undertak-
ings of the National Association.
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Sec. 3. This Executive Board shall have
power to fill vacancies that may oceur in
jts own body, and shall also have power
to fill any vacancies that may occur in
any department of the work. It shall be
the duty of this Board to make written
reports of all its work to the next regular
gession of the National Association,

ARTICLE VIII

. Meetings—This National Association
ghall hold its regular meetings every three
(3) years. Adjourned sessions may be
called when conditions demand. The
time of meeting of this National Associa-
tion shall be on Tuesday night following
the second Sunday in November tri-
iennially, and shall continue in session
until its work is ecompleted.

ARTICLE IX,

. Denominational Work—This National
Association shall have the right to estab-
lish and maintain Home and Foreign Mis-
sions, Sunday Schoel Work, Young Peo-
ple’s Work, Educational Institutions,
and to promote evangelism,
ARTICLE X,
Denominational Enterprises—It shall
be the duty and purpose of this National
Association to establish and maintain
Home and Foregn Missions, Publishing
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Houses, Orphanages, and Aged Ministers’
Homes.

ARTICLE XI.

This Constitution may be amended or
altered at any regular session of this
National Association of Free Will Bap-
tists by a two-thirds (2-3) vote of the
members present, provided specific no-
tice has been given at the last previous
session,

BY-LAWS

1. The elerk or assistant clerk, or in
their absence, the senior minister in years
shall call the Association into conference,
and if a quorum is present the moderator,
or in his absence, the assistant moderator
shall take charge: and if neither of them
is present, the senior minister in years
shall act as moderator.

2. All persons declared by a Committee
on Credentials to be duly entitled to a
seat in this Association are hereby made
and constituted members of this body,
and are authorized to act in all respeets
according to the provisions of the Con-
stitution and By-Laws under which this
Association is crganized.
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3. It shall be the duty of every body
belonging to this Association to send a
letter to every tri-ennial session of this
Association, reporting in the same its
spiritual condition, benevolent work, and
its statistics, Any body belonging to this
Association, which shall fail to report
itself for two suceessive sessions, may be
dismissed from the Association by a two-
thirds vote of all members present.

4. Each meeting shall be opened by
reading a portion of the Bible and with
praver, and shall be closed with prayer.

5. By a twothirds vote of all members
present a ruling of the moderator can be
overruled,

6. This Association may correspond by
messenger or otherwise with other re-
ligious hodies.

7. This Association shall sit with open
doors except when it shall go into a com-
mittee of the whole.

8. Any person not a member of this
Association may be allowed to take part
in its diseussions by obtaining permission
of the moderator.

9. It shall be the duty of all the mem-
bers of this Association to be present ab
the time appointed for each meeting, and
any one wishing to retire shall first ob-
tain leave of the moderator,



64 USAGES OF THE

10. No member shall absent himself
from the Association during its meetings
without first obtaining permission from
the moderator.

11. No person shall be allowed to nomi-
nate more than one member of any com-
mittee, provided the person nominated
be elected.

12. The moderator shall not allow dis-
cussions when not carried on in a Chris-
tian spirit or when he thinks it will cause
discord or division.

13. Any one desiring to speak shall rise
to his feet and address the moderator by
the appellation, ‘*Brother Moderator,”’
but shall not speak further until recog-
nited by the moderator.

14. The ‘“‘yeas” and “nays’ may be
taken on any question by request of one-
fifth of the members present.

15. No member of this Association shall
be allowed to speak more than ten min-
utes nor twice on the same subjeet with-
out permission of the moderator,

16. It shall be the duty of the modera-
tor to seat the delegates in a body in a
designated section of the assembly room
at the beginning of each business session.

17. These By-Laws may be altered or
amended at any regular or adjourned
session of this Association by a two-thirds
vote of the members present,
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CHAPTER VI
; Forms
SECTION I—ARTICLES OF FAITH, AND
CHURCH COVENANT

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. The Bible. The Scriptures of the
0ld and New Testaments were given by
inspiration of God, and are our infallible
rule of faith and practice.

2. God. There is one living and true
God, revealed in nature as the Creator,
Preserver, and Righteous Governor of
the universe; and in the Seriptures as
Father, Son, and Hely Ghost, yet as one
God, infinitely wise and good, whom all
intelligent creatures are supremely to
love, adore, and obey.

3. Christ. Christ is God manifest in
the flesh; in His divine nature truly God,
in His human nature truly man. The
mediator between God and . man, oOnce
crucified, He is now risen and glorified,
and is our ever present Savior and Lord.

4, The Holy Spirit. The Scriptures
assign to the Holy Spirit all the attributes
of God. He is the Reprover, Comforter,
(Guide and Sanctifier of men,
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5. The Government of God. God ex-
ercises a wise and benevolent providence
over all beings and all things by main-
taining the constitution and laws of na-
ture. He also performs special acts of
grace, not otherwise provided for, as the
highest welfare of man requires.

6. The Sinfulness of Man. Man was
created innocent, but by disobedience
fell into a state of sin and condemnation.
His posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen
nature of such tendencies that all who
come to years of accountability sin, and
become guilty before God.

7. The Work of Christ. The Son of
God by His incarnation, life, sufferings,
death and resurrection effected for all a
redemption from sin that is full and free
and is the ground of salvation by faith.

8. The Terms of Salvation. The con-
ditions of salvation are: 1. Repentance
or sincere sorrow for sin and hearty re-
nunciation of it. 2. Faith or the unre-
served committal of one’s self to Christ
as Savior and Lord with purpose to love
and obey Him in all things. In the ex-
ercise of saving faith the soul is remewed
by the Holy Spirit, freed from the do-
minion of sin and becomes a child of God.
3. Continuance in faith and obedience
until death.
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9. Election. God determined from
the beginning to save all who should
comply with the conditions of salvation.
Hence by faith in Christ men become
His elect.

10. Freedom of the Will. The human
will is free and self-controlled, having
power to yield to the influence of the
truth and the Spirit, or to resist them
and perish,

11, Salvation Free. God desires the
salvation of all, the Gospel invites all,
the Holy Spirit strives with all, and who-
soever will may come and take of the
water of life freely.

12. Perseverance. All believers in
Christ, who through grace persevere in
holiness to the end of life, have promise
of eternal salvation.

{ 13. Gospel Ordinances. BAPTISM,
or the immersion of believers in water,
and the LORD’S SUPPER, are ordi-
nances to be perpetnated under the Gos-
pel; FEET WASHING, an ordinance
teaching humility, of universal obliga-
tion, and to be administered to all true
believers,

14, The Christian Sabbath. The di-
vine law requires that one day in seven
be set apart from secular employments
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and amusements, for rest, worship, holy
works and activities, and for personal
communion with God.

15. Resurrection, Judgment and Fi-
nal Retribtuion. The Secriptures teach
the resurrection of all men at the last
day. They that have done good will
come forth to the resurrection of life,
and they that have done evil unto the
resurrection of damnation; then the
wicked will ‘‘go away into eternal pun-
ishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.””

. CHURCH COVENANT
Having given ourselves to God, by faith
in Christ, and adopted the Word of God
as our rule of faith and practice, we now
give ourselves to one another by the will

of God in this solemn covenant.

We promise by His grace to love and
obey Him in all things, to avoid all ap-
pearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful
amusements and unholy conformity to
the world, from all sanction of the use
and sale of intoxicating beverages, and to
““provide things honest in the sight of
all men.”’
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We agree faithfully to discharge our
obligations in reference to the study of
the Scriptures, secret prayer, family de-
votions, and social worship; and by self-
denial, faith ,and good works endeavor
to “‘grow in grace and the knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

We will not forget the assembling of
ourselves together for church conferences,
public worship, and the observance of
the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to
pay according to our ability for the sup-
port of the chureh, of its poor, and all
its benevolent work.

We agree to accept Christian admoni-
tion and reproof with meekness, and to
wateh over one another in love, endeavor-
ing to “‘keep the unity of the Spirit’ in
the bonds of peace, to be careful of one
another’s happiness and reputation, and
seek to strengthen the weak, encourage
the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as
far as we are able promote the success ot
the church and of the Gospel.

We will everywhere hold Christian
principle sacred and Christian obligations
and enterprises supreme; counting it our
chief business in life to extend the influ-
ence of Christ in society; constantly
praying and toiling that the Kingdom of
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God may come, and His will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.

To this end we agree to labor for the
promotion of eduneational and denomina-
tional enterprises. the support of missions,
the success of Sunday schools, and evan-
gelistic efforts for the salvation of the
world. And may the God of peace sane-
tify us wholly, and preserve us blameless
unto the ecoming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

SECTION II—LETTER OF DISMISSION

19
This Certifies that—— is a reg-
ular member of the—— —— Free Will
Baptist Church at ——— in good
standing as such. We commend to

the fellowship of God’s people; and when
we are informed that —— has united with
some other evangelical church, we shall
consider regularly dismissed from
this church.

In behalf of the Free Will Baptist
Chureh at

Pastor.
Clerk.
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SEC. IV.—CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION

This Certifies that the bearer, :
of the town of , County of X
State of —————— a regular member of

the Free Will Baptist Church in said
county, has this day been publicly set
apart to the work of the Gospel Ministry,
by prayer and the laying on of hands,
according to the usages of the Free Will
Baptist denomination, and is hereby
authorized to preach the Gospel and ad-
minister its ordinances wherever God in
His providence may call him.

This Certificate of Ordination shall be
in full foree and effect for life, or during
the maintenance of sound doetrine and
good moral character. It shall be subject
to recall, or annullment, by a council of
three ordained ministers, called by the
church to which he belongs, and upon
official demand by said church, he is
hereby placed under solemn promise to
deliver this Certificate.

Done by order of the ———————,
while in regular session with
Church at

This the

day of 19
Ordaining Council




72 USAGES OF THE

SECTION IIIL—CERTIFICATE OF LICENSE

This Certifies that the bearer, 5
of the town of , County of ;
State of ————, being a member in good
standing of the Free Will Baptist Church
in said county, has this day received
license to preach the Gospel for one year,
and is hereby authorized to preach the
Gospel wherever God in His providence
may call him,

This Certificate of License shall be in
full force and effect for one year, or dur-
ing the maintenance of sound doctrine
and good moral charcter. It shall be
subject to recall, or annullment, by a
council of at least three ordained minis-
ters, called by the church to which he
belongs, and upon official demand Py
said church, he is hereby placed under
solemn promise to deliver this certificate.

Done by order of the
while in regular session with
Church at

This the

day of . 19 ;
weveenenene Moderator.,
saa s CHerlE:

SECTION V—LETTER FROM A CHURCH
TO A QUARTERLY MEETING, YEARLY
MEETING OR ASSOCIATION,
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To the of Free
Will Baptists when convened with the
Chureh
at g L) ORI
‘We send as delegat-es our beloved breth- -
TeIN discsivisite TR

whom we prav )uu to 1'ece1ve to sit WIth
you in your deliberations.

State of Religion .:ciiisiniiniimnseiiiis
Members received this year ...

No. baptized............ ; No. dismissed........... :
No. died............ ; Total membership.....ceeue
Condition of prayer meeting ...
Condition of Sunday school ....uweeeinns
Average number of pupils .....c..... v
No. of officers........ ; No. of teachers........ .
Paid pastor §........ ; Paid evangelist $........

Missions: Home %............; Foreign $..........
For building and repairs $.......owwennn
For Education $.......; Publication $........
Amount enclosed for minutes H......ee
Pastor’s name and address .........
Names and addresses of mulistera be—
longing to our church ...

Done by order of.........c.c...Church

assembled in conference, this............. day
of e 19........
sk s s s OO R O T
S R A ST Clerk,

Remarks ..aiiiisiiin
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SEC. VI—LETTER FROM A QUARTERLY
MEETING TO A YEARLY MEETING

OR ASSOCIATION.

The letter from a Quarterly Meeting to
a2 Yearly Meeting or Association usually
embraces the following particulars:—

1. The general state of religion, and
accounts of revivals, if any have occurred
qduring the preceding year.

2. The state of the Sunday schools in
the churches of the Quarterly Meetings,
and the interest manifested in all the
great moral questions.

3. Statisties of the Quarterly Meeting,
computed to the first Sunday in May, in
the form as arranged by the Editor of
the Register and Year Book.

4, The number of churches which have
been added to the Quarterly Meeting
during the preceding vear, and the num-
ber which have been dismissed or ex-
cluded from it.

5. Names of the delegates to the Yearly
Meeting or Association.

6. Questions, petitions, and requests.
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SECTION VIL—LETTER FROM A YEARLY
MEETING OR ASSOCIATION TO THE
EASTERN GENERAL, THE WESTERN GEN-
ERAL, OR THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION.

1. This letter takes up in similar order
the same topies which are embraced in
the letters to the smaller bodies, treating
of the changes which have taken place in
the Yearly Meeting or Association since
the preceding session of the Eastern Gen-
eral Association, or the Western General
Association, or the National Association,
the statisties, embracing the alterations
or changes since the preceding Associa-
tion was held, and the same date in the
year in which the reutrns are made,.

2. To this report are added the number
and names of the Quarterly Meetings, the
whole number of churches, members,
elders, and licentiates in the Yearly
Meeting or Association, the number of
pastors, and of churches without pastors,
at the date of the last returns. If any
Quarterly Meetings have been added,
dismissed, excluded, or lost their visibil-
ity, such fact is mentioned in the report.

3. Names of delegates to the Eastern,
‘Western, or National Association.
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SECTION VIIIL.—QUARTERLY MEETING
CONSTITUTION.

Article 1. This Quarterly Meeting shall
be called the.........vivvimisions , and shall be
composed of such consistent, well-regu-
lated Free Will Baptist churches as shall
unite in this compact, and agree to this
Constitution.

Art. 2. The acting members of the Con-
ference of this Quarterly Meeting shall be
such as are chosen by the several churches
of which the Quarterly Meeting is com-
posed, to represent them in Quarterly
Meeting Conference; every church being
entitled to one delegate, every church
containing fifty members to two delegates
and one additional delegate for every
additional twenty-five members.

Art. 3. The officers of this Quarterly
Meeting shall be a moderator, who shall
be chosen at every quarterly session; a
clerk, and a treasurer, who shall be stand-
ing officers of the Quarterly Meeting; all
of whom shall perform such duties as
usually devolve upon such officers,

Art. 4. Any regularly organized Free
Will Baptist church, maintaining Gospel
order, agreeing with the denomination
in doctrines and practices, and in favor
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of the benevolent enterprises,—as Sunday
schools, missions, temperance, and edu-
cation,—may be received into their Quar-
terly Meeting, on application, by a vote
of the Conference to which such appli-
cation is made or referred.

Art. &, This Quarterly Meeting shall
have power to discipline its churches for
unchristian conduct, a want of conform-
ity to Gospel order, or a violation of the
conditions of this ecompaect, and expel
them in case of unsuccessful labor; to
license and ordain ministers, such as give
evidence of being qualified and called of
God. by request of churches to which such
persons belong; to settle such questions
of diseipline and doctrine as the churches
may refer to them, and transact such
other business as may be necessary for
the benefit of religion, consistent with the
liberty and independence of the churches
according to the usages of the Free Will
Baptist denomination, and not repugnant
to the regulations of the Yearly Meeting
or Association with which this Quarterly
Meeting may be conneeted; and to make
any by-laws necessary to its regulation,
not repugnant to this Constitution.

Art. 6, The sessions of this Quarterly
Meeting shall be on the ..o
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when it shall be the duty of all the church-
es of which it is composed to represent
themselves by letter and delegates,

Art. 7. This Constitution may be altered
or amended by a vote of any session of
the Quarterly Meeting, mnotice of such
intended alteration having been given in
writing at the next previous session of
the Conference.

SECTION IX.—YEARLY MEETING OR
ANNUAL ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION_.

Article 1. This Yearly Meeting or Asso-
ciation shall be called the ...y,
and shall be composed of such regularly
organized and well-disciplined Free Will
Baptist Quarterly Meetings, conveniently
located, as may embody themselves under
this Consututlon

Art. 2. The Conference of this iearly
Meeting or Assoeiation shall consist of
delegates from the several Quarterly
Meetings of which it is composed, every
Quarterly Meeting being entitled to one
delegate, every Quarterlv Meeting con-
taining five hundred members to two del-
egates, and one additional delegate for
every additional five hundred members.

Art. 3. The officers of this Yearly
Meeting or Association shall be a stand-
ing clerk and treasurer; and a moderator
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who shall be chosen at every session of
the Yearly Meeting or Association, with

such assistants as may be found necessary.

Art. 4. Any well-organized and well-
regulated Free Will Baptist Quarterly
Meeting, composed of such churches as
conform to the usages, and adopt the doec-
trines of the Free Will Baptist denomina-
tion, as published in the Treatise on their
faith, and in the Minutes of the Eastern,
‘Western, or National Association, and are
in favor of all the benevolent enterprises
of the denomination, may at any time, on
application, by vote of this body, become
a member thereof.

Art, 6. This Yearly Meeting or Associ-
ation shall have power to discipline the
Quarterly Meetings of which it is com-
posed, and to exclude them for disorderly
walk, if labor proves unsuccessful; but in
no case to reverse their decisions, nor to
interfere with any of their internal reg-
ulations.

Art., 6. The sessions of this Yearly
Meeting or Association shall be held on
................ , at which time it shall be the
duty of the Quarterly Meetings of which
this Yearly Meeting or Association i3
composed to represent themselves by let-
ter and delegates, and report their stand-
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ing, prospeets, and statistics; at which
time the Association shall act upon such
questions and topies as may be referred
~ to them by their respective Quarterly
" Meetings, and transact such other busi-
ness not repugnant to this Constitution,
nor to the usages of the denomination, as
in their judgment may promote the cause
of Christ and the interests of the churches
and Quarterly Meetings, within the limits
of this Yearly Meeting or Association.

Art. 7. This Yearly Meeting or Associ-
ation shall have power to adopt any reg-
lations or by-laws, not inconsistent with
this Constitution, which may be deemed
essential to the further regulation of its
sessions,

Art, 8, This Constitution may be altered
or amended by a vote of the Yearly Meet-
ing or Association at any regular session,
notice of such intended alteration having
been given in writing, and recorded at
the next previous session,
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