






















OF THE F REE WILL BAPTIST 11 

ClHi<;t the titles of Savior,1 JehoYah,2 

Lord of hosts.3 1he tir:,t and the last;1 

true God.U great Gnll.i God over 
all,' mighty God, and the eYer lasting 

1 Isa . 45 :21. There is no Gocl else beside me ; 
a just Got! a nd u Savior; there is none beside 
me. I sa. 43 :10, 11, Besides me there Is no 
SRY !or. John 4:43, This is indce(\ the Christ, 
the Savior of the world. Phil. 3:20; 2 T im. 
1:10 ; Titus 2 :13. 

2 Ps. 83:18, Whose name alone is .lEHOVAl-1. 
lEa. 40:3, The voice of him that crietb in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord 
(Jehovah). Luke 1:i6. 

3 !sa. 8:13, 14, Sanctify the Lord of hosts 
himself; and let h im be your fca1·, and let him 
be your dread. And he· shall he for a sanctu­
ary : b ut fo1· a stone of stumhliug, and for a 
rock of offence to both the houses of Israel. 
1 Peter 2 :4-6 ; I sa. 6: 5 ; .John 12:H. 

4 Rev. 22 :13, I am Alpha and Omega, t he be­
ginning and the end, the first and the last. 
Isa. 44 : G; Rev. 1 :1, 11. 

:-, 1 Tim. 3 :16, God was manifest in the flesh. 
1 John 3:16; Jno. 1 :1; Heb. 1:8; Jn. 20:28, 29. 

tl 1 J ohn 5: 20, We are in him that Is true, 
even In his Son Jesus Ohl'ist. This Is the true 
God and eternal life. 

1 Tit. 2:13, Looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious a ppearing of the great God, 
and our Savior J esus Christ. 

8 Rom. 9 : 5, Of whom, a s concerning the flesh, 
Christ came : who is over all, God blessed for­
ever . 
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Father.1 

2. His Attributes. H e is eternal, 2 un~ 
ehangewble,s omnipresent,4 omn1i~c ient,~ 
omnipotent,<1 holy,7 and is entitled to 
divine worship.s 

3. His Works. By Christ the world was 

1 Isa. 9:6, For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given; and the govern ment shall 
'be upon his shoulder; and h is name shall be 
called Wonderful , Counselot·, The Mighty God, 
The Ever lasting Father, The P rince of Peace. 

2 Ool. 1: li, And be is befor e all things. 
"Mic. 5:2; Heb. 1:8. 

3 He b. 13:8. Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 
and today, and forever. He b. 1: 12. 

4 John 3 :13, No man hath ascended up to 
heaven, but he that came down from heaven, 
even t he Son of man wh ich is in heaven. 
Matt. 18 : 20; 28:20; Eph. 1:23. 

a John 16:30, Thou knowest all things. 
John 2:24, 25; 21:17; Rev. 2:23. 

o Col. 2:8, 10. Christ . 
principality and power. 
1:3; Rev. 1:8. 

. is the hea<l. of all 
~Iatt. 28:18; Heh. 

7 Acts 3 :14, But ye denied the Holy One. 
Luke 1:35; Heb. 7:26; Rev. 3 :7. 

s He b. 1:6, Let all the angels of God worship 
bim. John 5:23, That all men should honor 
the Son, even as they honor the Father. 
Phil. 2:10, 11; :\Iatt. 28:9; Luke 24:52. 
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created ;1 He preserves2 and governs3 it; 
He bas provided redemption for all men,• 
and He will be their final J udge.5 

.SEC. 11.--THE INCARNATION OF CH.RIST, 

The \Vord, which in the beginning was 
with God and which was God, by whom 
all things were made, condescended to a 
state of humiliation in being united with 
human 11ature and becoming like us, pol· 
lution and sin excepted.6 In this state, 

1 He b. 1:8, 10, L"nto the Son he salth .... 
Thou, Lord In the beginning hast laid the 
foundatln of the earth; and the heavens are 
the works of thine hands. J ohn 1:3, 10, Alt 
things were made by him. The world was 
made by •him. Col. 1:16. 

2 He b. 1:3, Ul}holding all things by the word 
of ·his {}ower. Col. 1: 17. 

s I sa. 9: 6, The government shall be upon 
his shoulder. 1 Peter 3:22; Eph. 1:21. 

4 Eph. 1:7. In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the fot•givuess or sins 
Heb. 9:12; Gal. 3:13; Isa. 44:6; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19; 
Rev. 5 : 9. 

G 2 Tim. 4:1. The Lord Jesus Christ who 
shall judge the quick and the dead. Matt. 25: 
31-46; John 5:22. 

a J ohu 1: 14, And the W.ord was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us. P hil. 2:6, 7, Who, being 
in the form of God, t hought it not robbery to 
be equal with God; but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
.servant, and was made in the likeness of men. 
2 Cor. 8:9; Heb. 4:15. 
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as a subject of the law. He was liable to 
the infirmities of onr nature ;1 'Yas tempt­
ed as we are;:! bnt liw<l our example,3 and 
rendered 11erfect ohedience to the diYine 
requirement:-..4 A<; Christ was made of 
the seed of David according to the flesh, 
He is called "t h<' ~on of man··::, and as 
tl1e divine exi:-.f('JH·e i-; the fountain from 
which He ]ll'Oceeded, and wac; the only 
agency by whid1 He wa, hegotten.ll Be is 
called "the Son 1f Ch1d · '.' heing the onlv 
begotten of the Father,' and~ the only 
il1carnation of the Divine Being. 

1 Heb. 2:17. Wherefore, in all things. it be­
hooved him to be made l!ke unto his brethren . 
.Matt. 8:17; 4:2; 8:24; John 11:33, 35; 19:28; 
I sa. 53:3; Luke 22:44. 

2 He b. 4:15, Was in all points tempted like 
as we are. 1\la tt. 4: 1·11. 

31 Pet. 2:21, Leaving us an example. that ye 
should follow his steps. John 13 : 15; 1 John 
2:6. 

4 I sa. 42:21, He wlll magnify the Jaw, and 
make it honorable. l\Iatt. 5:17; 3:15; Gal. 4: 4. 

u Luke 19:10, For the Son of man is come to 
seelt and to Fave that which was lost. 

6 John 16:27, I came out from God. :\Iatt. 
1:18, 20. 

7 Luke 1:35, That holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 
Mark 1:1; John 1:34; 20:31. 

SJohn 3:16, God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son. John 1:18. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
The Holy Spirit 

1. The Scriptures ascribe to the Holy 
Spirit the acts and attributes of an intel· 
l igent being. He is said to guide,1 to 
know,2 to move.s to give information,<l 
to command,:; to fot·bid,6 to end forth,T 
to r epro,·e8 aud be silllled against.9 

1 J ohn 16: 13. Howbeit, when he, the Spirit 
or truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth. 

2 1 Cor. 2: 11, Even so the things of God 
knoweth no man, •but the Spirit of God. 

3 Gen. 1: 2, And the Spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters. Acts 8:39. 

4 Acts 10 :19, While Peter thought on the 
v ision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three 
m en seek thee. 1 Cor. 2: 13; Acts 21: 11; 
. .John 14:26. 

l> Acts 13: 2, The Holr Ghost said, Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work where­
unto I have called them. 

G Acts 16:6, And were forbidden of the Holy 
Ghost to preach the word in Asia. 

7 Acts 13:4, So they. being sent forth by the 
Holy Ghost, departed Into Seleucia. 

s J ohn 16:8, And when he is come, he will 
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment. Gen. 6: 3. 

9 :\lark 3:29. But he that shall blaspheme 
against the Holy Ghost hath never forgive-
ness. Isa. 63:10; Acts 7:51; Eph. 4:30. 
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2. The attributes of God are ascribed to 
the Holy Spirit; such as eternity, 1 omni­
presence,2 omniscience,8 goodness,4 truth.~ 

3. The works of God are ascribed to the 
Holy Spirit; creation,6 inspiration,7 giv­
ing o£ life,s and sanctification.9 

4. The same act. which in one part of 
the Bible are attributed to the Holy Spirit 
are in other parts said to be performed 

1 Heb. 9:14, Who through the eternal Spirit 
offered ·himself without spot to God. 

!! Psa. 139:7, Whither shaJl I go from thy 
Spirit? <Or whither shall I flee frcm thy pres­
ence? 

81 Cor. 2:10, The Spirit searcheth all things, 
yoo., the deep things of God. 

4 Ne·h. 9:20, Th ou ga.vest also thy good Spirit 
to instruct them. Psa. 143: 10. 

o John 14:17, Even the Spirit of truth. 

G Job 33: 4, The Spirit of God hath made me. 
Job 26: 13; Psa. 104:30. 

7 2 Pet. 1:21, Prophecy came n<Ot in old time 
by the will of man; but holy men of God 
spa.k-e a.s they were moved lby t he H oly Ghost. 

s 1 Pet. 3:18, Quickened by the Spirit. Rom. 
8 :11. 

n 1 Cor. 6: 11, But ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. 
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by God.L 
5. The apostles assert that the Holy 

Spirit is Lord and God.2 

From the foregoing the conclusion is 
that the Holy Spirit is in reality God, and 
one with the Father i1: dl divine perfec­
tions. It has abo been "hown that Jesus 
Chri~t i:; God-one with the Father. Then 
these three, the Pather, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, at·e one God. 

The truth of this doctrine is also proven 
from the fact that the Father, the Son, 
and the Hoi}· Ghost are united in the 
authority by.which believers are baptized, 
and in the benedictions pronounced by 
the apo:-.tles,3 which are acts of the highest 
religious worship. 

1 Isa. 6:8. 9, I heard the voice of the Lord. 
Ancl he said, Go, and tell this l)eople, Hear ye, 
indeed, but understand not. Acts 28:25, 26, 
Well spuke the Holy Ghost ... Go unto this 
people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall not understand. Compare John 3:16 with 
(l\latt. 1: 18. 

:! 2 Cor. 3: 17, Kow the Lord is that Spirit. 
Acts 5:3, 4, Why hath Satan filled thine heart 
to lie to the Holy Ghost? ... Thou bast not 
lied unto men, but unto God. 

3 :\latt. 28: 19, Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
2 Cor. 13:14, The grace of the Lore! Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion oe the 
Holy Ghost, be with you all. 1 Pet. 1:2. 
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CHAPTER YII. 
The Atonement and Mediation of Christ 

1. The Atonement. A.., ;.in eaunot be 
pardoned without a -acrith:t>. and the bloocl 
o£ bea-;t'> CQU]ll neYer wa-;h a\\·a~· sin,. 
Chri!-.• !!aYe HiJtJ•elt a '-at·ritice for the 
sins (li thE> worhl.1 <lllll thlt-- llHHle "ah·a­
tion ]JOs..,ble for a II men.:! He died for us, 
snfferinl! in o•1r ... t~<Hl. t o make known the 
righteonsnE>•-; oi Uo.J. t 1mt He might be 
just in just u'yi1:g >-inner ... who bt>liew i11. 
His ~on.3 Thrnn:!h tlte retlemption effec­
ted hy (_ lll'i-.t. -alvatio•1 is a ·rnall~· enjoyecl 
in thi~; world, a Hi wiil hP t>njo~·ed in the 
ne:xt hy all who do not in thi, life refuse 
obedie;H:e to the lm<l\\'H ret1niremeuts of 

11 .John 2: ::l, An.l il•' !,- the p:·opitiation of 
our sins; nn•l nn~ for <J11n only, but ai~o fo r 
t•lle s!ns of the whole worltl. I.-a. ;';:):;;; 10:11; 
Rom. 4:2··; .:'.lntt. :!O:~S; 1 Pet . 3:18; Jolm 
1 : :!9; H<·h. !1::.!•) ; Tinm. 5: l, s. 

:! Tit. ~:11. For t he !.:rnce 01' Gorl that brin~­
eth ~al\'lltlnn lu- <ll'Jl<':t l cf1 t 1 ,,l) me::1. HelJ. 
2:9, TlH\t h e h;.· th t: ;tl'a , ·l! \lf 1:or1 :<Jwuld ta~te 
de a ' ll i l>l' t:Vf :·y !11 .• 11. 1 Tim. :! : ,; : l>a. 4::;: :l2; 
2 P'. '· o: ~ : :! C >r . .:.:14, l:;; 1 Tl m. 4: 1•). 

:; R om. ::: : ~~. _ ;, \\110:11 GG 1 h. t:1 ; et foni1 io 
be a !'I'• pit! tl•.. :1r •,g;! fll,a In h !~ h:oo:1, 
to 11eciwl' ll!,. ri.,htc u -111:! , >.· t Le rem i~:-;!oa 
oi :<i:J · th .• t • rc PI' . th;· ·.g:1 t lll' Iorbuu·auce 
oi Gc. 1; Tu <1 l.1r • l ~ • at thi , t; :ne ili:; 
ri!!itteo 1-ae- · t r • , n. l' be 'uo;t. and t he 
j nst ill•r 1. I 1 '1 lleY<>th i:.t J~•n•. 
R om . .:; : . , : ; .l.tt _ :_":>;['h. I. I; RP·;. :oO: !l ; 
1 Pet. _ .-I. 
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GocP The atonement of sin was neces­
sary.2 For present and future obedience 
can no more blot out our pa~t c;ins than 
past obelliente can remove the guilt of 
:pre,ent and future ;;;in.:. Had God par­
doned the sins of mt"i "'itllout satisfac­
tion for the violation o. ~:!slaw, it would 
follow that trnnsgre.~,.,wn might go on 
with impunity ; government wonltl be ab­
rogated, lllhl the obligation of obedience 
to God would be. in effect. l'!'moved. 

2. Mediation of Christ. Our Lord not 
onh· died ior our ius, bnt He at·ose for 
our justific:ation,3 and ascended up t o 
heaven. 1 where, as }Iediator betwe<'n God 
and man. He will make intet·cessiou for 
men until the Final J utlgmeut.G 

1 Rom. 5: 18, Therefore, as by the otrence ot 
one judgment came upon all men to condem­
nation; even so by the righLeousness of one 
the free g ift came upon all men unt 1 justifi­
cation of Iff e. Rom. 8: 1, There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which a re in 
Christ Jesus. who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. :\lark 16: 15; Rom. 2: 14, 15. 

:! He b. tl: ~2. Without shedding ot blood Is no 
remission. Eph. 1 :'i, In whom we ha\'e redemp­
tion tht·ough his blood. the forgiveness of sins. 

3 Rom. -l: 2:>, Who was delivered for our of­
fences, aud was raised again for our justifi­
cation. 1 Cor. 15:17. 

4 Acts 1:11, This same J esus. which Is taken. 
up f1·om you Into heaven. !\lark lf3: 1!1. 

G He b. 7:25, He ever l!Yeth to mal'e Inter­
cession for them. Rom. 8 : 34; He b. 9: 24. 
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CHAPTER \"III. 

The Gospel Call 

The call of the Gospel is co-extensive 
with the atonement to all men,1 both by 
the world and the trivmgs of the Spirit ;2 

so that salvation i rendered equally pos­
sible to all ;8 and, if any fail of eternal 
life, t he fau lt is wholly their own.• 

CHA.PTER IX. 

Repentance. 
The repentance which the Gospel re­

.quir es includes a deep con \·iction, a peni-

l Ma rk 16:15, Go ye In to all the world, and 
:preach the gospel t o everv creature. Isa. 45: 
22, Look unto me, and be ye saved, a ll t he ends 
of the earth. Prov. 8:4 ; Isa. 5~:1; Rev. 22:17. 

:! J oel !? : !?8, I will r our out my Spirit upon 
a ll flesh. J ohn 16: 8; John 1 : 9 ; Isa. 55: 11 ; 
Luke 2: : 0. 

S 1 T im. !? :4, W h o1 will !~ave <:II men to be 
saved, an d cCJm E' u ::to the iwowlHlge of the 
t ruth. Act~ 10::..4. (3CJ ,l 1- :1o re~!'t ter of per­
eons. Ezek. 33 : 11; !? Pet. 3 : 9. 

4 H <. 1:"::9. 0 1-rne!. ~!lou !•a--: <1,- t royed t ily­
"elf. P:ov. 1:!?4-:n: !-n. ••.i :l!? ; J .,:·. 1: 13, 14; 
Zec·h . ~ = ~ 1. l3; JfJim ~:~0. Anti ::e ·.,·m not come 
to 1ne, thnt ?e nn!.lt na·:e H.e. :.J,a. :::: : 31. 
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tential sort'O\Y, an open confession, a de­
cided hatred and an entire forsaking of 
alJ sin. 1 This repentance God has en­
joined on all men; and without it in this 
life the sinner must perish eternally.2 

CHAPTER X. 

Faith 

Saving faith is an assent of the mind 
to tl1e fundamental tn1ths of revelation ;1 

1 2 Cor. 7:10, For godly sorro\v worketh re­
pentance to salvation not to be repented of. 
Psa. 51:17; Pro>. 28:13, He that covereth his 
F<l ns shall not prosper; but whoso con!esseth. 
and forsaketh them, shall have mercy. Psa. 
32 :3, 5; Ezek. 36:31, Then shall ye remember 
your own evil ways, and your d·oings that wer e 
not good, and s hall loathe yourselves In your 
own s ight !or your iniquities and tor your 
abominations. Psa. 51:3, 4; Ezek. 18:30, Re­
pent, and turn yourseH from all your tran~r 

gressions so iniquity sl:all not be your ruin. 

!! Acts 1 I: 30, But n'>r C'>mmandeth all men 
fverywhere to repent. Luke 1:1: :>, But, except 
.._, . ., repent, ye shall al! U:,:ewise perish. Acts 3:19. 

? He b. 11: 6. He til a~ cometh to God must 
lJelieve that he is anr: that he is a rewarder of 
t:1em that dlligen tlr seek him . He b. 11:1, 
Faith l~ the sub:;t;.nc:! of thing1' hoJ)ecl for, the 
eyidenc·e or thing,; no:. seen. John 5: 4G, 47 ; 
r.om. 10 : 9. 
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an acceptance of the Gospel, through the 
influence of the Holy ~pirit ;1 and a firm 
confidence and trust in Chr ist.2 The fruit 
of fa ith is obedience to the Gospel.:l The 
po\\·er to bc.>lie\'e is the gift of God ;4 but 
·believing i::; an act of ~h~ ~'l'eature, \\·hich 
is requil'ed as a condition ot parcwu, ~~~~ 
"·ithout " ·ltich the sinuer cannot obtain 
salvation.--· All men are required to be­
lieve in Christ; and those who yield obe­
d ience to t his requirement become the 
childr en of God by faith.6 . 

1 Rom. 10 :10, With the heart man believeth 
unto r igh teousness. Gal. 5 :22, But the fruit 
of the Spirit is ... faith. 1 Cor. 12: 8, 9. 

2 Acts 16: 31, Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Chr ist, and thou shalt be saved. J ohn 3:16; 
Rom. 4: 20-22; Eph. 3 :12. 

a J as. 2 :17, Faith, if it hath not works, is 
dead, being alone. Gal. 5: 6; 1 Tim. 1: 5. 

4 Phil. 1 :29. t:nto you it is given in the be· 
half of Christ ... to believe on him. 2 Pet. 
1:1; Eph. 2:8. 

;; J ohn 3:36. He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life: and he that believeth 
n ot the Son shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on ·him. 1\Iark 16:16; John 
8:21, 24; Heb. 11:6. 

6 John 1 : 7. That all men through him might 
believe. Gal. 3:26, Ye are all the children of 
God br faith in Christ Jesus. Acts 10: 43; 
Rom. 5:1; John 3:15, 
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l'HA PTER XL 

Regenerat::>n . 

. As man is a fallen and hinful being, he 
mu,t be regenPrared, in onlrr to obtain 
sa!Yution .1 This change is an in:>tcmta­
J1eonr; J·enewal of the heart by the Holy 
Spirit/whereb,\· the penite nt. sinner :t·c­
ceives new life, becomes a <'hihl of Gocl,8 

and disposed to <er...-e .Him.4 This is called 
in Scripture bein~ hom again-born of 
the Hpirit ,.., being quiekenctl, u 1n1ssing 

1 John 3 :3. Except a man be horn again, he 
cannot see t he kingdom of God. He b. 12:14; 
Rev. 21:2i; Gal. 5:1!1-:n .. 

:! J ohn 3:5. Exce)t a man be born ... or the 
Spirit, he can1wt entE:r into the kingdom of God. 
John 1:13; Ezek. :JG:25·27; Til. ;J: :i; E ph. 2: 10. 

:{Rom. 8 :16, The Spirit it:>olf hcareth witness 
with our spil'lt. that we arc tl1u !'!Iildren of God. 
John 1 :12; 5: ::;;; Jas. l:lS; 2 Cor. 5:17. 

-1 Ezcl;:. 11 : 1(). 20. Aud I will giYe them one 
h€art, and I will put a new l>Jlirit within you; 
11ad I will take thE> stonv heart out of their 
t!e~h. antl will :::i\·e them ;t heart o! fiesh : that 
the;: may walk i:1 r:~~· st:nutc~. and keep mine 
ord!nan<:es, :;nd do t!,em. 1 Pet. ~: 5. 

;, John ~:G. That which i:; horn o! the Spirit 
h ~pirlt. John;;;~, S; 1 John 4:7; :i:l. 

,; Evl1. :::::1. Yon hatL !.Eo qnidwm!ll, who were 
d<':ul In 1 rc~pn~"e" r:;1;.. :::ia::;. P~a . llV : ;;.o, 93; 
I::11h. !l:;j; Cul. 2:13. 
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from death unto li£e,l and a partaking of 
the dh·iue nature.2 

CHAPTER XU. 

J ustification and S:tnctification. 

1. J ustificat:.on ... P ergonal ju:-;tification 
implies that the person justified has been 
guilty before God; aml, in consideration 
of the atonement of Christ, accepted by 
.faith, the sinner is pardon~d and absolved 
from the guilt of sin and re:.tored to the 
d h ·ine fayor. 3 Through l'hri,_t·, atone­
ment is the foundation of thP. sinner',; 
redemption. ~·et, withour r~pentance and 
fa ith, it can never give him justification 
a nd peace with God.4c 

l John 5: 24, He that he a re• h my word, and 
believeth ou him that sent me . . . is passed 
from death unto life. 1 John 3 : 14. 

2 2 Pet. 1 : 4, That by the~e ye might be par· 
takers of the divine nature. He b. 3:14. 

a Rom. 5:1. Therefore, being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Rom. 5: 16, The fnh! gltt Is or many 
offences unto justificati.Ju. Acts 13:39; 
Isa. 53:11. 

4 Acts 3:19, Repent ye, theref•>re, and be con· 
verted, that your sins may be blotted out. 
Heb. 4: 2; 11:6; Rom. 9:31, 32; Acts 13:38, 39. 
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2. Sa.nctifica.t!on is a work of God's 
grace. by which the soul is cleansed from 
all sin and wholly consecrated to Christ.1 

It commences at regeuera1 ion, and the 
Chrh;tian can and should abi<le in this 
state to the end of life, const ant!~· grow­
ing in grace and in the knowl edge of our 
Lorll Jesus Christ.~ 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Perseverance of the Saints 

There are strong grounds to hope that 
the truly regenerate will pers~?vere unto 
the encl, a11cl be saved, through the power 

1 11".._4 

l 1 Cor. 6:11, And such were some of you; but 
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. Rom. 12:1, Pre­
sent your bodies a .Jiving sacrifice, holy, ac­
ceptable unto God. 1 Thess. 4:3; John 17:17; 
Eph. 5:26; 1 Cor. 6:20. 

2 1 Thess. 5:23, And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly: and I pray God that your 
whole spirit and soul and J;ody be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 2 Cor. 7:1; 2 Pet. 3:18, Grow In grace, 
and In the knowledge of our Lord a nd Savior 
J esus Ch rist. Heb. 6:1; 1 John 5:4; C<ll. 4:12; 
Prov. 4:18; 1 John 1 :7, 9; 1 Pet. 1:16; Gal. 2:20. 
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of divine grace which is pledged for their 
support ;1 but their future obedience and 
iinal salvation are neither determined nor 
certain, since through infirmity and mani­
fold temptations they are in danger of 
ialling; and they ought therefore to watch 
-and pray, lest they make shipwreck of 
their faith and be lost.2 

1 Rom. 8:38, 39, For I am persuaded, that 
neithet· death. nor life, nor angels, nor princi· 
palitles. not· powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
<Other creature, shall be able to separate us 
!rom the love of GQd, which Is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 1 Cor. 10: 13, God Is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to 
;))ear lt. 2 Cor . 12:9, My g race is sufficient for 
thee. J ob 17:9; Matt. 16:18; John 10 :27, 28; 
Phil. 1:6. 

2 2 Cbron. 15:2, The Lord is with you, while 
ye be with him ... but if ye forsake him, he 
will forsake you. 2 Pet. 1:10, Wherefore th~ 
rather, brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure; tor if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall. Ezek. 33: 18, When 
the righteous turneth from his rlghteousnesa, 
and commltteth .iniquity, he shall even die 
thereby. John 15:6; 1 Cor. 10:12; He b. 6 : 4·6; 
12:15; 1 Chron. 28:9; R ev. 2:4; 1 Tim. 1:19; 
2 Pet. 2:20, 21; 1 Cor. 9:27; Matt. 24 :13. 
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CHAPTER XIY. 
The Sabbath. 

This is one day in seven, which from 
the creation of the world Gid ha. set apart 
for sacred rest and holy service.1 Under 
the forme1· dispensation, the sevE>nth day 
of the week. as commemorative of the 
work of creat ion, lias set apart fo r the 
Sabbath.2 Under the Gospel, the firRt clay 
of the "·eek, in commemoration of the 
resurrection of Christ. and by authority 
of the apostles. is observed a~ the Chris­
tian Sabhath.3 On this day all men are 

l Gen. 2: 3. God blessed the seventh day, and 
sanctified !t. :\fark 2:27, The Sabbath was 
made for man. Neh. 9:14. 

2 Exod. 20 : 8·11, Remember the Sabbath day, 
to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and 
do all thy work : but the seventh day is the 
Sa.ubath of the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt 
not do any work, t:hou, nor thy son, nor thY 
daughter, thy man·servant. nor thy mald·ser­
vant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates. For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth. the sea, and all that 
in them Is, and rested the seventh day; where­
fore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, a11d 
hallowed tt. 

a Luke 24: 1·7, ~ow upon the first day o! the 
week, very early in the morning, they came 
unto the sepulchre ... He is not here, but Is 
risen. Luke 24:33-36: John 20:19, 26; Acts 2:1; 
20: 7, And upon the first '<lay of the week, when 
the disciples came together to· break bread, 
Paul preached unto them. 1 Cor. 16:2; Rev. 
1: 10; Psa. 118:22-24 . . 
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required to refrain from seculer labor, 
and devote themselves to the worship and 
service of God. 1 

CITAPTEH XV. 

The Church. 
A Christian Church is an organized body 

of believers in Christ, who statedly as­
semble to worship God, and who sustain 
the ordiuanc<'s of th<' Gospel according 
to the criptures.:! Believers in Christ 
are admitted to this church on g1vmg 
evidence of faith in C'h rist, obtaining· con­
sent of the hody. being baptized. and re­
ceiving the 1·ight hand of £ellowship.3 

'l'he C'hm·ch or God, or members of the 

1 Isa. 58 :13. 14. H thou turn away thy foot 
from the Sabbath, from do ing thy pleasure on 
my holy day; and ca ll tho Sabbath a delight, 
the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt 
honor him,not doing thine own w.ays, nor find· 
ing thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own 
words; then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
Lord. Isa. 36:2; Exod. 20: 8-11. 

2 1 Cor. 1:2. Unto the church of God which is 
at Corinth, to them that are sanctified In Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints. Acts 2:41, 47; 20:7; 
1 Cor. 16:1, 2; Rev. 1:4. 

a Eph. 5:25, 27, Christ also loved the church, 
and gave hlmselr for It ... that he might pre­
sent it to himself a glo1·!ous church. Eph.1: 22, 
23; 1 Cor. 12:27, 28; Col. 1:18, 24; 1 Pet. 2:5; 
John 18:36; John 15:2, 6. 
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body if Christ, is the whole body of Chris­
tians throughout the whole world, and 
none but the regener~te are its members.1 

CHAPTER XVI. 
The Gospel Ministry'. 

1. Qualification of Ministers. They must 
possess good natural and acquit'ed abil­
ities,2 deep and ardent piety,3 be especi­
ally called of God to the work,4 and or­
dained by the laying on of hands.5 

1 Acts 2:41, Then they that ,gladly received 
his word were baptized; and the same day were 
added unto them about three thousand souls. 
Acts 8:12; Gal. 3:27. 

2 2 Tim. 2:15, Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, r ightly dividing the word of truth . 
1 T im. 4:13-16, Till I come give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect 
not the gift that is in thee ... Meditate u.pou 
these things, give thyself wholly to them; that 
thy profiting may appear to all. Tit. 1:9; 2:7, 
8; 2 Tim. 1:7; 2:2; 1 Tim. 3:2-7. 

~ Psa. 50: 16, But unto the wicked, God saith, 
fWbat hast thou to do to declare my statutes, 
or that thou shouldst take my covenant In thy 
mouth? 2 Tim. 1:8-11, 14; 2: 22; 3:5; Tit. 1: 
5-9; 1 Cor. 2:12-16. 

4 Acts 20: 28, T~ke heed therefore unto your­
selves. and to aJ.I the flock ... over which the 
Holy Ghost ·hath made you overseers. Heb. 5: 
4; 1 Cor. 9:16; Acts 13:2. 

cs 1 Tim. 4:14, With the laying on of the hands 
of the presbytery. 2 Tim. 1: 6; Acts 13: 3. 
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2. Duties of Ministers. These are, to 
~each the Word/ administer the ordi· 
nances of the Gospel/ Yisit their people, 
and otherwise perform the work of faith­
ful pastors.8 

CHAPTER XVII. 

Ordinances of the Gospel. 

1. Christian Baptism. This is the immer­
sion of believers: in water. in the name of 
the Father, the Son. and the Holy Spirit,4 

in which are represented the burial and 
resurrection of Christ, the death of Chris­
tians to the world. the wa!>hing of their 
souls from the polution of sin. their rising 

l Mark 16:15, QQ ye into all the world, and 
:preach the Gospel to every creature. 2 Tim. 
4:2; 2 Cor. 4:5; Ezek. 33:7. 

~Matt. 28: 19, Teach all nation.s, baptizing 
them. Luke 22:19, 20, This do In remembrance 
of me. Acts 20:11; 27:35; 1 Oor. 11:23·28; 
10:16. 

SHeb. 13:17, Tbey watch for your souls as 
they that must give account. 1 Pet. 5: 2, Feed 
the .flock of God which is among you. taking 
the oversight thereof. Acts 20:28; Jer. 3:15. 

4 Matt. 28:19, Baptizing (Greek, hnmersing) 
them in tho name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Col. 2:12, Buried 
with him in baptism, wherein a lso ye are risen 
with him. Acts 8:36-39; Matt. 3: 16; Mark 1: 
'5; J.ohn 3:23; Acts 16:32·34; 2:41. 
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to newness of life, their engagement to 
serve God, and their resurrection at the 
last day.1 

2. The Lord 's Supper. This is a com­
memoration of the death of Christ for our 
sins, in the use of bread which He made 
the emblem of His broken body, and the 
cup, the emblem of His shed blood,2 and 
by it the believer expresses his love fot" 
Christ, his faith and hope iu Him, and 
pledge to Him perpetual fidelity.3 

1 Rom. 6:4, Therefore we are burled with him 
by baptism Into death; that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glorr of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in new­
ness of life. Col. 3:3; 2:12; Tit. 3:5; Gal. 3: 
27; 1 Cor. 15:29. 

2 1 Clor. 11:23-26, For I have rece! ved oi the 
Lord that which also I delivered unto you. 
That the Lord Jesus, the same night In whicll 
he was l)etrayed, took bread; and when he had 
~S"lven thanks, he brake it. and said, Take, eat; 
this is my body, which is broken for you.; 
this do in remembrance of me. After the same 
manner also he took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying, This cup Is the New Testament 
in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
in remembrance of me. For as oft as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew 
the Lord's death till he come. Matt. 26:26-28. 

8 1 Cor. 10:16, The cup of blessing which we 
bless, is it oot the communion of the bloo-d of 
Christ? The bread which we brea.k, !s it not 
the communion of the body of Cb.t'iSt? 1 Cor. 
10:21; 11:27-29. 
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It is the privilege and duty of all who 
have spiritual union with Christ to com­
memorate His death; and no man has a 
right to forbid these tokens to the least 
of His disciples.1 

3. Washing the Saint s' Feet. This 
teaches humility, purity of body as well 
as soul willingness to serve every Chris­
tian in any way we possibly can to pro­
lnote his or her spiritual welfare and ad­
vance the can e of Christ. It is the duty, 
and happy prerogative of every believer 
to observe this sacred ordinance. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

Death, and the Intermediate State. 

1. D,eath. As a result of sin, all man­
kind are subject to the death of the body.2 

l 1 Cor. 10:17, For we being many are one 
bread and one body; for we are all partakers of 
that one bread. Matt. 26: 2i, Drink ye all of it. 
Rom. 14:1, HT; 1 Cor. 12:12·27; Acts 2:42; 20:7. 

2Rom. 5:12, As by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death pass· 
ed upon al l men, for that a ll have sinned. 
Reb. 9:27, It is appo.inted unto men once to die. 
1 Cor. 15:22; Psa. 89 :48; Eccl. 8:8, 



OF THE FREE WILL BAPTfST 33 

2. The Intermediate State. The soul does 
not die with the body; but immediately 
after death enters into a conscious state 
of happiness or misery, according to the 
moral character here possessed.1 

CHAP'l'ER XlX. 
Second Coming- of Christ 

'l,he LoTd Jesu,<;, who ascended on h igh, 
and sits at the right hand of God, will 
come again, to close the Gospel dispensa­
tion, glorify His saints, and judge the 
world.2 

CHAPTER XX. 
The Resurrection. 

The Scriptures teach the resunection 
of the bodies of all men at the laf.it day, 
each in its own order; they that have uoue 

1 Eccles. 12:7, Then shall the dust retur11. to 
the earth as it was; and the spirit shall return 
unto God who gave it. Phil. 1:23, Having a 
desire to depart, and be with Christ, which b 
far better. Luke 23:43; ~Iatt. 17:3; 22:32; 
Acts 7:59; Matt. 10 :28; 2 Cor. 6:8; Luke 16:22-
26; Rev. 6:9. 

:l Acts 1:11, This same Jesus which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 
;Matt. 25:31; 1 Oor. 15: 24·28; 1 Thess. 4:15-17 ; 
2 Thess. 1:7-10; 2 Pet. 3 :3-13; Matt. 24:42, 44. 
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good will come forth to the resurrection 
of life, and they that have done evil to 
.resurrection of damnation.1 

CHAPTER XXI. 
The Gilneral Judgment and Future 

Retribution. 

1. The General Judgment. There '"ill be 
.a general judgment, when time and man's 
probation will close forever. 2 Then all 
men will be judged according to their 
works.8 

1 J ohn 5:28, :29, The hour is coming In the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear h is 
voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
-done good, unto the resurrection of life; and 
1hey that have <lone evil, unto the resurrection 
<1f damnation. Acts 24:15; 1 Cor. 15:22, 23; 
2 Tim. 2:18; Phil. 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:35-44; Dan. 
12:2. 

~Act~: 17:31, Because he hath appointed a 
-day, in which he w:ll judge the world :n righte· 
t•usne~:s. 1 Cor. 15:24; Rev. 10:6; 22:11; 
2 Pet. 3:11, 1~; Ecc!e!'. 9:10. 

3 2 Co:-. <.:10, :"o:" ·:o:e ma~t <t.! appea:- before 
;he judgment seat of Cnr:~,: th&· every one 
may r~c£-!vc :!'!e tb:ng~ deL€' :n h!;. hody. ac· 
(X!Tding H• !hat ~e !lath don<", ·,yiJether it be 
g~,od or b<~ll. :=:cc!e;;. 12:H. F,•r (;od shall 
llring ~v~ry WGJ'k :mo 5nd,gn;ent. w!th eYery 
,..eC::l et th!nl!'. WhethH it be go(ld. ool' W)1Nher it 
be <>Yil. :llrtt. !2::}\i; R.:;:. !:;:::!; ftt;m.:! : 16. 
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2. Future Ret ribution. Immediately after 
the general judgmem, the righteous will 
enter into eternal life, and the wicked 
will go into a state of endless punishment.1 

1 Matt. 25; 46, And thi!se shall go away into· 
everlasting punishment; but ~he righteous into 
life eternal. 2 Thess. 1:8·10, Taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and they chat o'bey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who 
shaH be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power; when •he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints. Rom. 6:23; 2 Pet. 1:11; 
;Mark 3:29; 9:43, 44; Jud~ 7; Rev. 14:11; 21:7, 
8, 27; Matt. 13:41-43; Rom. 2:6-10. 
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CHAPTER I. 
THE Church. 

SECT ION 1.-()RGANI ZA TION 

·w hen several believers wish to be or­
ganized into a church, they request a 
council of a Quarterly l\Ieeting or Associ­
ation, which examines into the Christian 
character, doctrine, and fellowship of the 
applicants, and their ability to sustain a 
chm ch. If the t he examination is satis­
factory, the organization proceeds as fol­
lows : 

1. The Bible is presented, as the only 
rule of faith and practice. 

~. A church coYenant is adopted. 
3. A prayer of consecration is offered. 
4. 'rhe hand of fellowship is given by 

the chairman of the council. 
\Yhen a church already organized, or 

a church from another denomination, 
,\.i:-ill<'s to unite \\·ith th<' Fr<'e Will Bap­
tist denomination, a council is called the 
same as for the org-anization of a church. 
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SECTIOX H.-OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH 

The church then proceed~ to elect its 
officers. which are a clerk, a treasurer, 
a pastor who acts as moderator in aU 
chut·ch meetings, and a boat·d of deacons, 
who, with the pastor, clerk a~Hl treasur er, 
constitu te a committee to promote ordet·, 
activity. attendance on the means of 
grace, and efficient Ji~cipline of the 
church. Deacons should posse:;-, sound 
piet~·. good business capacity, and large 
bene,·olence: they should he or•lained by 
prayer and the laying 011 of hands by the 
presb~·tet·.'·: they hold their offi•'e for life, 
or durit1g- the maintenance of good moral 
character and sound dvctrine; they assist 
at baptism and the Lord's ::>upper, have 
care of the poor, and conduct religious 
meeting:s in the absenee of the [>astor. 

SECTIOX III.-:r.!EE·riKGS OF THE CHURCH 

1. Public worship upon the Lord's day 
is to be faithfully obsened and puuctu· 
ally attended. 

2. A monthly church conference. or cov­
enant meeting, is established, at which 
every member, or so far as practicable, 
should report personally or by letter. 

3. W eekly meetings appointed for pray­
er and conference should be regularly 
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attended by the church; in these meetings 
all are at libert~- to participate, regard­
less of ~ffice, age, sex, or condition. 

4. :Meetings for business are held once 
in three months, generally two weeks be­
fore each session of the Quart(>rly Meet­
ing, but items of business may be intro­
duced ancl attended to at any regular 
meeting of the church. 

1) In these meetings, if the pastor is 
not present. a moderator is elected; and 
if the clerk is absent, a clerk pro tern is 
elected. 

2) No conYersation or discussion is 
proper upon any subject not distinctly 
before the meeting by a regular motion 
propt>rly sustained. 

3) If members are to be tri<>d for mis­
conduct, written notices of t.he charges 
and specifications of the samr should be> 
fn111ished to those concernE>d, at least one 
week bt>fore the trial. 

4 ) If the charge;; are not confessed, the 
trial proceeds it! regular Ol'(ler by the 
rreseutatiou of testimon~·. without per­
~nnal clisputatioJ:, or remarkli from those 
... ot thnrch membe!'o. 

5) (~nE>stions of i:elbw!>hip and expul-
1-inn are settled by vote of the majority 
J •J·e-.t>nl, JH'OYided that if only a minority 
,f t h<• l'E'!;ident 11 t>mber..,hip ii-; prest>nt, a. 
m<~jc!l·itr of all st;~ll mcmbcl's at a fuller 
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meeting may reconsider the action and 
re-im·estigate the subject. But a vote of 
the majority of all the resident members 
is always final; and the Quarterly Meet­
ing ha:.; 110 power to reverse it, but may, 
i f deemetl necessary, w it htiraw the hand 
of fellowship from a chlllch <m a whole 
when its action is iricousistent with sound 
•doctrine of Christian polity. 

SECTION IV.-DUT'IES OF THE CHURCH 

1. The ordinances of the Gospel are 
administered by ordained ministers,~ 
Baptism as soon as practicable after con­
wrsion. and the Lord's Supper at stated 
times, as fixed by a vote of the church. 

2. EYer\' chm·ch should !lnstain a Sun­
clay school, the officers and teachers of 
which should he acceptable to the chUl'ch, 
and generally members of it. 

3. ('Jnuches should recognize and ar­
range. as far as possible, to prosecute all 
the different kinds of work for Christ that 
are possible in the communities where they 
exist. 'l'o this end. eYery church member 
should be designated for'some department 
of the church work, and should accept 
such department as his special field. 

4. Congregational singing is to be pre­
ferred and encouraged under the efficient 
direction of a choir or a leader. 
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5. E,·ery church should provide for the 
suppo1·t of its pastor, and othet· church 
expenses: each member contributing 
thereto according to his property and 
circumstances. 

SEC. V.- GOVERNMENT OF T HE CHURCH 

1. The local church is an independent 
body, so far a5. i! relate!i to its own gov­
emment, the transaction of its business, 
the choice of its officers, and the disci­
pline of it!i members. 

2. Persons who belieYe the truth a<; it 
is in Christ. and gin evideuce of true 
piety, are. upon examination or recom­
mendation, received to member-;hip by 
Yote of the church upou condition of bap­
tism. If there are objections, they Ahould 
be privately stated to the otticet·s of the 
chureh, and the vote should he defencd 
until the church is satisfied. 

3. Per:sons expelled from sister churche'l 
for an)· cause, or from any- church fot· im­
moraltity. should not be received to fel­
lowship without first gi,·ing satisfaction 
to the church from which they are ex­
pelled. 

4. The hand of fellow:)hip is given by 
the pastor, or other minister, to all per­
sons on their reception by the church, 
but it is not essential to church member­
ship. 
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5. Christians not eligible to member­
ship in the church, may, by vote of the 
church, be recognized as in Christian fel­
lowship and invited to participate in 
social and public worship, Sunday school 
work, missionary enterprises, and evan­
gelistic work. 

6. Letters of commendation are granted 
to members in good standing, who wish 
to change their church relations. These 
letters are valid as an introduction to an­
other clntrch for one Year. But in no 
case. without special ,:ote of di ·mis ion, 
do they change the relations of members 
to the church, or release them from duty 
or discipline, until they unite with some 
other church. 

7. l\finic.:terc;; are received antl dismissed 
by letter &s o~}JH member-;, except when 
they <:Oillf? from, Ol' go to. other denomi­
lJatioll'-; in ·.\·hLL ~a -..e a ~.:ounc:l of min­
isters -.J,<•nlt1 Lp called ·o arh·be re~pcct­
ing tLf acion ::.3n·e~lpla;~cl. 

8. It j., · : ~> c.h•··· o: the ·Lim:h -1 unite 
with r..c,w<- C~nar·ier!r =\I··et:ng O!' .\ -,soei­
ation. m 1 · o !'<:'l10l'7 !'P!!Uiarh- 1 ' dele­
~·atf· -; a lid J.uttel: in i .'l'lH (!'i\·en ·in the 
Tl'Niti-,P. 'u ·h ~·<-pOl",; -.i•••nhl dc-rl.ni tely 
8JJ'>\\'I•t· ·h<> fl,l'o-.•: 'ng iU"'-r:rn-;: 
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1) What is the attendance and degree 
of interest in public worship, and in the 
prayer meetings! 

2) How many are connected with the 
Sun<.la,,- school~ 

3) What provision is made for hooks 
,~and papers in the .t;unday school? 

4) \Vhat is the average annual amount 
per resident member paid for Home :.\Ii::,­
sions, Foreign ~Iission:., and the cause vf 
education respectively, and how i::. the 
money raised! 

5) Have you a stated pastor who has 
the cet·tificate of ministerial standing from 
the Yearly ~Ieeting or Annual A:.socia­
tion f ·what is the amount paid for the 
support o£ the pastor, and expenses for 
public worship? 

6) Are there any special demands or 
encouragements for church work? 

9. At the next session of the Quarterly 
:Meeting after the first day of :.\lay o: 
each year, the report should give the ex­
act statement of the statistics as require•.l 
for the records for the preceding ~-ear. 

10. Churches, or other bodies, are gen­
erally expected to elect as delegates mem­
bers of the respective bodies represented, 
but for special r easons may elect othet· 
members of the denomination to bodies 
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having the r ight to decide respecting the 
eligibility of their own members. 

SEC. VI.--'DISCIPLINE OF THE CHURCH 

1. Personal offences ·and trials arc to be 
settled according to Matt. 18:15-17. Pub­
li c offenses are to be considered as against 
the church, which, by its officers, is to 
pursue the same course as required in the 
case of individuals. See Section II. 4, 5. 

2. When a minority of a church are 
aggl'ieved with the action of the majority, 
a council may be called by mutual agree­
ment, or requested of the Quarterly ~Ieet­
ing. Such council may be called simply 
f·or advice, or as a board of arbitration, 
whose decision should be final. 

3. When a member, witlJOn1 providen­
tial reasons, absents himself 1rom the 
meetings of the church, or refuses its sup­
port for one year, it is COlJHidered a 
violation of the covenant and suffi~:ient 
reason for discipline. 

4. )[ini~ters who are subjects of dis­
cipline for unchristian doctrines or prac­
tit:<•s are entitled to a -:onnl!il to he ap­
pointed hy the Qua1·ter ly l\leeting- or As­
sociatioJL inc·luding- at least three minis­
tel'S iu 1-!:cJOcl standing iu 1 he tletwmiuati<m. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The Ministcy. 

SECTION I.- R E LATION TO THE CHURCH. 

1. Every pastor is expected to be a 
member of a church under his care, and 
no person is recognized as a member <>r 
minister of the denomination, who is not 
a member of some church in regular stand­
ing in the denomination. 

2. When a church desires that one of 
its members should be licensed or ordained 
to preach the Gospel, it requests the Quat·­
terly l\Ieeting or .Association of which it 
is a mem her to examine, by council or 
otherwise, such member. The examina­
tion for license should refer to the piety 
and doctrines, the convictions and pur­
po~o;es respecting the work of the ministry, 
and the reputation for character and abil­
ity of the candidate. and his present and 
pro pective educational and professional 
quali fications. The examination for ordi­
n ation should include all that is required 
for license. and also satisfacton· exami­
lJation respecting the life and iahors of 
the candidate, and his attainments, at 
least in the departments of En~li"h eclu­
catiml, Doctl'inal aud Pastoral theology, 
antl H0m il et ics. 
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3. The pastoral relati:on is of such im­
portance that a council called by the 
ehurch or Quarterly Meeting for advice 
respecting the settlement or dismissiQn 
of ·a pastor is deemed desirable, and the 
public recognition with devotional ser­
vices at the opening of pastoral work 
with a church, appropriate. 

4. A minister from another denomina­
tion wishing to unite with the Free Will 
Baptist must first make application to a 
ehurch which requests action of the Quar­
terly l\Ieeting or Association the same as 
for license or ordinatiO!l. 

SECTION II.- 1\UNIISTERS' CONFERENCES . 

.' TJ1ese co11ferences are con1po~d of­
ministers in the same Quarterly Meeting 
or Yearly l\Ieeting or Association, who 
associate for mutual benefit and the inter­
ests of Zion. These meetings are held 
quarterly or annually as the case may be. 

E very minister in the denomination 
should connect himself with the minis­
ters' -conference of his Quarterly Meeting 
or Yearly Meeting or Association, and 
take a letter of dismission and commen­
dation when removing from its limits. 

1. The subjects generally considered 
in these conferences refer to the intellec-
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tual and spiritual improvement of the 
members, the exegetical, doctrinal, and 
homiletical study of the Scriptures, and 
t he best methods of promoting the Gospel. 

2. The members of these conferences 
·consider themselves under one another's 
fraternal care, and that it is their duty 
to watch over, admonish, rebuke and ex­
hort 011e another as deemed necessary, 
with all long-suffer ing and diligence. 

3. At every session of his conference, 
each minister is required to report him­
self either in person or by letter. 

4. These conferences are governed by 
such <'Onst itution and by-laws as the mem­
bers are disposed to adopt, not r epugnant 
to the general polity of the denomination. 

CHAPTER III. 
Quarterly Meetings. 

SECTIO~ I.- ORGA.';'lZATIOX. 

~wo or more churches wishing to or­
gaY.:ze a Qnartt>rly ::\Ieeting or Associa­
tion ap}•Oint delegates for that ])Ul'pose, 
a.n<l rE-qnext of an adjoining Quarterly 
l\lf t><·tin~ or ~\.:,;so<:iation a council of not 
le~o-s than fiye members, which will meet 
with +!1e delegate:; and proceetl :-
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1. 'l'o examine the dele~ates respecting 
the Christian character and doctrines of 
their respective churches, and the rea­
sons for such au organization as desired, 
requiring letters of commendation for 
chu1·ches coming from other bodies or 
Quarterly )[eetings. 

2. The presentation and adoption by 
the delegates of a constitution. 

3. The right hand of fellowship and 
~onsecrating prayer. 

4. The election of a moderator, clerk, 
treasurer, and an executive board of not 
less than three members, so constituted 
that a portion of the member:; shall be 
elected anuuall,,· for three years. 

I t shall be the tlut:r of thi:; board or 
committee to arrange t he program of the 
Quarterly l\Ieet ing session::;, if not othet·­
wise determined.; to assist in securing 
pastors for the chul'ches and suitable 
:fields of labor for miuh.ters, and to ren­
der special assistauce to weak churches; 
to appoint councils, when necessary, for 
the licensing and ordaining of ministers, 
the settlement and di::;mjssion of pastors, 
the regulation and harmony of the 
churches; to see that effective work for 
Home and Foreign :\fissions and for Sun­
day schools is being done in all the 
churches, appointing, if need be, suitable 
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committees and workers for the e enter­
prises; and to labor faithfully for the 
general good of the Quarterly ~Ieeting. 

5. Delegates are elected to some Yearly 
Meeting or Association of Free Will 
Baptist and instructed to ask for mem­
bership in such body. 

SEC. H.-BUSINESS OF THE QUARTERLY 

MEETING. 

1. The clerk. or in his absence, the old­
est pastor present, calls the conference 
to order, and takes charge of the devo­
tional exercises, and if requested to do so, 
reads the constitution and by-laws. 

2. Officers are elected as required by 
the constitution. 

3. Corresponding messengers and visit­
ing brethren are invited to seats as ad­
visory members. 

4. The letters and reports ft·om the 
churches are received and considered. 

5. Reports of delegates and correspond­
ing messengers to other bodies, and re­
ports of corresponding messengers from 
other organizations are called for. 

6. Reports of committees previously 
appointed and unfinished business con­
sidered. 

7. Business suggested by th e letters or 
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by the members of the conference. 
8. The moderator inquires whether 

there is any church not represented, and 
if not, why not t or any church or other 
field needing ministerial labor, and if so, 
how it can be supplied T and if any church 
does not repo1t action with reference to 
benevolent causes, and if not, why not! 

9. At the session next preceding the 
session of the Yearly ~Ieeting or Associ­
ation to which the Quartedy :.\Ieeting be­
longs, delegates at-e chosen to attend the 
Yearly 1\Ieeting or Association, and a 
letter containing the statistics and the 
general success and work of the Quarterly 
lVIeeting, written by the clerk, is forward­
ed by the delegates to the Yearly Meet­
ing or Association .. 

10. When a church in good standing 
requests a dism ission to unite with an­
other Quarterly l\Ieeting or Association, 
a letter of dismission and recommenda­
tion is given. Also, when a number of 
churches in good standing wish to be 
organized into a new Quarterly 1\ieeting, 
they are dismissed as above. But it is 
contrary to the usages of the denomina­
tion for any church to dissolve its con­
nection with the Quarterly )[eeting, or to 
disband without the approval of the 
Quarterly Meeting. A Quarterly Meeting 
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should not receive a church rejected by 
another Quarterly :lreeting, without 
reconciliation. 

11. The conference is regarded as in 
session during all the meetings of busi­
ness and worship throughout the entire 
session and under the direction of the 
moderator; and the clerk should keep a 
record of all the meetings of business and 
worship. 

SECTIOX 111.-DISCIPLI~E OF THE 

Qt:ARTERLY MEETI~G. 

1. A Quarterly l\Ieeting cannot deprive 
a church of its independent fonn of gov­
ernment, nor its right to discipline its 
own members, nor labor with individual 
members of churches as such; but, as the 
church is a member of the Quarterly 
Meeting, it has the right to labor with the 
church as a body in case of unscriptural 
or disorderly walk. and may determine 
whether the church is worthY of its fel-
lowshir or not. • 

2. When a church neglects to report 
itself to the Quarterly ·Meeting for two or 
three terms in succession, the Quarterly 
Meeting inquires into the cause of the 
neglect, and if satisfactory reasons are 
not given, the church is adx~10nished. 
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3. When a church violates its covenant, 
becomes heretical or corrupt in practice, 
the Quarterly ~Ieeting, on being apprais­
ed of the fact, investigates the matter, 
.and after suitable labor, if unsuccessful, 
withdraws fellowship. 

4. ·when a r espectable minority of a 
Quarterly Meeting are aggrieved with the 
proceedings of the majority, it is their 
privilege to present the cause of tl1eir 
grief to the Yearly ~Ieeting or Association 
of which the Quarterly 1\Ieeting is a mem­
ber, for redress. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Yearly Meetings or Associations. 

SECTION I.-ORGANIZATION. 

A Yearly Meeting or Association is 
composed of two or more Qual'terly lVIeet­
ings associated in the same manner as the 
churches are in the formation of Quar­
terly ~Ieetings. The method of organiz­
ing a Yearly ~Ieeting or Association is 
similar to that of organizing a Quarterly 
1\Ieeting. 

1. A council is called by the Quarterly 
Meetings which desire to unite in a Yearly 
lVfeeting or Associ·ation. Delegates are 
chosen by the Quarterly Meetings to con-
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vene with the council. The council makes 
a faithful examination iu relation to the 
organization, condition, sentiments, order 
'3nd fellowship of the Quarterly :Meetings. 
A constitution is read and adopted by the 
delegates present on behalf of their re­
spective Quarterly Meetings. One of the 
council gives the hand of fe llowship to 
the delegates, thereby acknowledging the 
Quarterly Meetings which they t·epresent 
to he duly organized into a Yearly Meet­
ing or A-:sociatiou. A consecrating prayer 
and a song of praicoe then follow. 

2. The chairman of the council presid­
ing. the conference then proceeds to the 
choice of the officers specified iu the con­
stitution. 

By Yote of the Yearly 7\Ieeting or 
Association, the clerk is in~tructed to 
prepare a written request to the State 
Asl3ociation for admission into that body, 
which is forwarded by the delegates of 
that Yearly }feeting or Association to 
the next se .. sion of the State Association. 

SEC. 11.-BGSI~'R-SS OF THE YEARLY 

:\IEETING, OR AS SOCIA TIO~. 

1. The business of the Yearly 71Ie~ting 
or A sociation is conducted in a similar 
way to that of the Quarterly Meeting. 
It is the duty of the Yearly Meeting or 
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Association to assist a Quarterly ~Icet­
ing by council. committee, or advice, when 
requested to do so. 

2. A Yearly ::\Ieeting or Association 
commit tee should be appointed annually 
to have charge and d irect missionat·y cn­
terpri~es within the bounds of the Yearly 
1\fecting or A<>sociation and u nder its 
direction . 

3. 'fhe Yearly ::\Ieeting or Association 
passes upon the Christian and ministerial 
<ltanding of all its minister<> annually, and 
issues certificates of standing: to such as 
are esteemed worth:, when de ired (and 
if any are unworthy. reports such to the 
respective churches with which they are 
connected ), and no man without such 
certificate should be received as a mi nister. 

4. At each session next preceding a 
session of the State Association. delegates 
are choc,en to represent the Year)~· ::\Ieet­
ing or Association in said Association. 

5. 'When a Quarterly )feet ing in good 
standing repuests a letter that they may 
join another Yearl: :Jleeting or Associ­
ation. a letter of recommendation is given. 
But it is contrary to the usages of the 
denomination for a Quarterly :\Ieetiug to 
.dissolve its co1mection with the Yearly 
Meeting or Association without consent 
of said Yearly Meeting or Association. 



FREE WILL BAPTIST 55 

SECTION III.- DISOIPLINE OF YEARLY 

MEETI~G, OR ASSOCIATION. 

1. Every Yearly Meeting or Associa­
tion has the same right to discipline the 
Quarterly }leetings of which it. is com­
posed, as a Quarterly l\Ieetiug has t.o dis­
cipliue the churches which belong to it, 
aml fo r the same reasons. 'l'he Yearly 
11'I eeting or Association connot reverse 
the decisions of a Quarterly Meeting, nor 
labor w·ith individual churches; but it 
can labor with the Quarterly :\Ieeting as 
a body, iu case the Quarterly .Jieeting 
pursues an unscriptural or di-;orderly 
course. 

2. When a Quarterly l\Ieeting neglects 
to report itself, or when it becomes hereti­
cal OL' corrupt in practice, the Yearly 
Meeting pursues the same courl'le with it 
t hat a (~uartcrly :Jieeting docs with a di-;­
ordedy church. A Yearly l\Iecting or 
Association should not recei\'e a Quarterly 
Meeting rejected by another (~uarterly 
l\feetiug without a reconciliation. 

CHAPTER \". 
The East ern General Association and the 

Western General Association 
IUnited, Fonn the National Alssociation 
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SEC. I.-DESIGN OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

1. 'rhe Eastern General Association and 
the Western General Ass'ociation are de­
signed to comprise all the Annual Asso­
ciations in the Free Will Baptist denomi­
nation, and to complete the organ itation 
'Of the connection in oue national body; 
to consolidate the body by harmonizing 
its different parts, keeping a common 
interest in view, and producing unity of 
l:lentiment and discipline; to concentrate 
Hs strength in the common cause of the 
Redeemer; and, by a fraternal inter­
change of views among its members, to 
promote growth in grace and know·ledge 
of Gospel 'fruth. 

The National Association sustains the 
same relation to the Eastern and Western 
General Associations, that they do to the 
Annua l Associations, or the Aunual Asso­
ciations do to the Quarterly Meetings, or 
the Quarterly Meetings do to the churches 
·which compose them. 

3. 'fhis body was organized at Nash­
ville, Tennessee in November. 1935, and 
adopted the following Constitution and 
By-Laws, by which it is to be governed : 

SEC. 11.-CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

OF THE NATIONAL A!SSOCIATION 
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CONSTITUTION 

Preamble. From long experience we, 
the members of the Free \Yill Baptist de­
nomination, being regularly baptized 
up·on a profe>;sion of our f8ith in .Jesus 
Christ, and realizing the necessity of a 
bond of union and fellowship among· us 
as a church; and to preserve and maintain 
correspondence and co-ordination with 
us, do ther·efore ordain this Con,;titution 
for our better denominational government. 

ARTICLE I. 

Name-This organization shall he 
lmown as the XATIONAL -AljtiOCIA­
'l'lON of FREE \YILL BAPTIST::;. 

ARTICLE II. 

Purpose-'I'he object or purpo'le of thi-; 
organization !:ihall be to unify the work 
of the var·ious bodies composing thid 
National Association, and to devi:;e and 
execute mea'>ures for the extension of the 
Kingdom of God in connection with the 
various bodies in the Association, or tha~ 
may hereafter be representell therein. 

ARTICLE III. 

Composition- Sec. 1. This National 
Association shall have two (2; divi'>ions, 
an Eastern lVIember (formerly known as 
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The Geueral Couference of Free Will Bap­
tisto.; ), and a Western l\Iemlwr (formerly 
known as 'l'lle Co-operati,-e heneral Asso­
ciation of Free Will Bapti>-ts); bnt ht-nce­
forth the Ea,;tem Member shall he kno\Yll 
as the Em;teru Association oi Fre<' \Yill 
Bapti»is, und the ·w esteru l\Iem ber shall 
be lmown as 'l'he \V estern Assoda t ion of 
Frt>e WiJI Baptists. 

Sec. 2. Tl1ese two member;-; which com­
}JO)'e 'l'he National A:;sociati,,n shall each 
he divided as follow-= : St.a•e _\_,~ocia­
tionl-'. which sha 11 be ..:om po"ed of .Annual 
A)-.-.ocia1 ion-;; and the Aunnal A~-.ocia-
1 ion!'l shall be cvmpose~l oi Quarterly 
Meetings and l o~·ctl dnu·cheo.;. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Representation- Each of til(• two (:2) 
mem ht•J·;.; ( J;]a 'iH'J' ll llllll "\\' t''it<'l'll .\ -;soei­
ation~-<) wllit·h compose tlll· :\Htiowll A~~o· 
(•iutinll l'h;dl he t>lllitlPtl tn t•·11 (iii) lll'le· 
g-utc·' t>lc ·1Pd frm11 the lair~-. t.lgt>t!tt·t· \':ith 
all OJ'r'niuPtl Fl't e \ri!l nili•ti-.~ lllllli,.,tt•r:; 
who ht ld t·hn 't·h memlwr,hiip a11ol are 
iu uood -tuwli1 ~-

Sl;c. 2. Tllis Xationnl .\.".o<'', ti•m ::.];lli 
h<n·p 11 , po\\, l' to 1ill -.-,wall ·ie:; in tLe 
<lt•f, ;:a ·,lll f1< 1.1 <·!tl·<>r hot{,\·. 

AH'TICLE \'. 
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shall haYe the right to settle any question 
of discipline, doctrine or usage that may 
proper!~· come before it from either of 
the bodies composing said organization 
of the Kational ~-\ssociation of the Free 
j\Yill Baptist C'hnrch, or act upon any 
appeal that may be made by an~· body 
belonging to this Xational Association. 
Said appeal shall haYe been written and 
JJroperl;\· signed by t he c onl;tituent body 
or bodies, and its decision shall be final. 
Such appeah are to come before the 
National _\.s<;ociatiou. after haYing been 
appealed from the lo"·er body to the next 
higher body. 

Sec. 2. All appeals coming before the 
l\ational Association nw,· he settled in 
either of the following "-~ys: (1) By the 
N'ational As<>ociation "·hen sitting in a 
.Committee as a whole. (2) By a special 
committee whose report shall be Yoted on 
'rithout discussion. 

ARTICLE YI. 

Officers-The officers of this Kational 
A sociation shall consist of a :\Iotlerator, 
au .Assistant ::\Ioderator. a Recording 
Clerk, an Assistant Recordin~ Clerk, a 
Treasurer, and an Ex.ecutiYe Board, each 
of which shall be nominated from the 
floor aud elected by a standing vote of 
the body at each regnlar session. 
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Sec. 2. National Executive Secretaries 
of DepartmenJtal W-ork, namely : F'oreign 
Missions, . Home Missions, Young People's 
jWo).·k, Women's Wo~·k, .and Sunda(Y 
Schools, shall be uominated from the floor 
and elected by a standing vote of the 
body at each regular session. 

Sec. 3. Committees as necessary shall 
be appointed by the Chair unless other­
wise provided for, and shall hold office 
u ntil work is completed, or unt il theit· 
su ccessors are elected. 

AR'Dl10LE VII. 

Executive Board-An ExecutiYe Board 
of five (5) members shall be n ominated 
from the floor and elected by a standing 
vote of the body a t each regular ses:sion 
of the Nat ional Association. They :shall 
h old office unti l the n ex t regular »e:ssiou 
of the Alssociat ion, or until their succes­
sors are elected. They ,.,hall be elected 
from either the standing or· elected dele­
~ates of the body. 

Sec. 2. '!'his ExecutiYe Board shH ll 
have power to act in behalf of and fo1· 
ihe National Association fro>n one reg-ular 
f..es,.ion of the Associa t ion t'' another. an<l 
hllall have power to elec:t --n~.:h l)ffil'er-, as 
ma~· be n ecessary for its o\\'n !!oYernntt•nt, 
and t o carry o11t the pla 11" and unllel'tak­
ings of tlH' National A~!<o(· iat ion . 



FREE WILL BAPTIST 61 

Sec. 3. This Executive Board shall have 
power to fill vacancies that may occur in 
Hs own body, and shall -also have power 
to fill any vacancies that may occur in 
any department of the work. It shall be 
the duty of this Board to make written 
reports o£ all its work to the next regular 
sessi'on of the National Association. 

ARTICLE VI'II. 

, Meetings-This National Association 
shall hold its regular meetings every three 
(3) years. Adjourned sessions may be 
ealled when conditions demand. The 
time of meeting of this Kational Associa­
tion hall be on Tuesday night following 
the second Sunday in November t ri­
!ennially, and shall continue in session 
until its work is completed. 

ARTICLE IX. 

1 .Denominational Work-This National 
A,..,..ociation shall have the right to estab­
Jii>h and maiutain Home and Foreign Mis­
sions. ~nnday School \York, Young Peo­
:rle ·~ Work. Educational Institutions, 
and to promote evangelism. 

ARTICLE X. 

Denominational Enterprises-It shall 
be th~ dnt:v and purpose of this National 
A""ocintion to estahlish ancl maintain 
Holll e and Foregu :\Iissions, Publishing 
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HotL'>es, Orphanages, and Aged Ministers' 
Homes. 

ARTICLE XI. 

This Constitution maY be amended or 
nltered at any regula;. session of this 
National Association of Free "\Yill Bap­
tists by a two-t hirds (~-3) Yote of the 
members present, provided specific no­
t ice has been ginn at the last previous 
.session. 

BY-LAWS 
1. The clerk or assistant clerk, or in 

their absence, the senior minister in years 
shall call the Association into conference, 
and if a quorum is present the moderator, 
or in his absence, the assistant moderator 
shall take charge ; and if neither of them 
is present, the senior minister in years 
shall act as moderator. 

2. All persons deeiared by- a Committee 
on Credentials to be dulY entitled to a 
seat in tbi:, Association a~·e hereby made 
,and con~titutecl members of this body, 
and are authorized to act in all respects 
according to the proYisions of the Con­
stitution and By-La"·s under which this 
Association is organized. 
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;~. It shall be the duty of eYerr body 
belon!!in!! to thi<; Associati0n to send a 
l etter to netT tri-ennial l>e~;;ion of this 
A-;~ot·iation. 'reportin~ in the same its 
spiritual eondition, beneYolent work, and 
its stati~tic,.;. Any body belon~ing i.o this 
Afisot·ia1 ion, which shall fail to report 
itl>('lf fo r t\\·o snccessiYe sessions, mav be 
<lism i.~sed f rom the AHsocia tion l1y a two­
third-; \'ote of all members present. 

4. Ea<.:h meeting shall he openNl hy 
reH1li11!! a portion of the Bible and with 
pra~· t- r. and shall be closed with prayer. 

:). D\· a i\\'OThirds '\'Ote of all members 
prt'~t' lli II ruling OI the lllOtler<ltOl' can be 
0\'l.'l'l'llk'll . 

6. This .\s~odation ma~· corre~pond by 
nH•~s(·ll !H' l' o r otherwise with other re­
ligious hotlie.~. 

7. '!'hi:.; .\-;soeiat ir.n sh<lll :-.it \dth open 
<lo < ,l'~ I'XI:l']'t wh ell i t shall go into a com­
m ittt• ' of rhc whole. 

S . • \n~· p er, on not n member of tl1is 
.A"~ ' ":iation llHI~- he allo,n•tl to ta ke part 
in ih di•c'l·'inn ... by obtaining pcrmi..,siou 
of thl· lll(•Llt·rctr•W. 

fl . It slwa ~e tlJe dat....- o1 nll thr mem­
h<'l 's of tl:i~ _\.,s(J.: ill t inJ{ t J h · Jll' l's\.'nt at 
1ht' tiuw appr.intr<1 fo l' I.'H•·ll 1!1N'1 i11!!. and 
a n.'· na • wi,l•in :..: tn l'P(; J'C' shnil Jir.~t ob­
t aill lr!l\ <' .,f th • awtlrratnl'. 
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10. No member shall absent himself 
from the .Association during its meetings 
without first obtaining permis ion from 
the moderator. 

11. No person shall be allo"·ecl to nomi­
nate more than one member of any com­
mittee, provided the person nominated 
be elected. 

12. The moderator shall not allow dis· 
cussions when not carried on in a Chris. 
tian spirit or ''hen he thinks it will cause 
discord or dh·ision. 

13 . ..dny one desiring to speak shall rise 
to his feet and address the moderator by 
the appellation. ··Brother )loderator," 
but shall not speak fmther until recog· 
nited b,· the moderator. 

14. The ''yeas ·' and '·na~·s'' may be 
taken on anr 4uestion by ret1uest <?f one­
fifth of the members p resent. 

15. Xo member of this Association shall 
be allowed to speak more than ten min· 
utes nor tw·ice on the same subject with· 
out permission of the moderator. 

16. It shall be the duf\· of the modera­
tor to ~eat the delegate~ in a body in a. 
designated section of the as!';embly room 
at the beginning of each business session. 

17. These By-La"·s may be altered or 
amended at any regnlat· or adjourned 
session of this Association bY a two·thircls 
vote of the members present. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Forms 

SECTION I.-ARTICLES OF FAITH, AND 

CHURCH COVENANT 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
1. The Bible. The ScriptUl'es of the 

Old and New 'festaments were given by 
inspiration of God, and are our infallible 
rule of faith and practice. 

2. God. There is one liYing and true 
God, revealed in nature as the Creator, 
Preserver, and R.ighteous Governor of 
t.he universe; and in the Scriptures as 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, yet as one 
God, infinitely wise and good, whom all 
tintelligent creatures arc supremely to 
love, adore, and obey. 

3. Christ. Christ is God manifest in 
the flesh; in His divine nature truly God, 
in His human nature truly man. The 
mediator between God a~d .man, once 
en1cified, He is now risen and glorified, 
and is our ever present Savior and Lord. 

4. The Holy Spirit. The Scriptures 
assign to the Holy Spirit all the attributes 
of God. He is the Reprover, Comforter, 
Guide and Sanctifier of men. 
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5. The Government of God. God ex­
ercises a wise and benevolent providence 
()Ver all beings and all things by main­
taining the constitution and laws of na­
ture. He also performs special acts of 
.grace, not otherwise prO\'ided for, as the 
highest welfare of man requires. 

6. The Sinfulness of Man. :Man was 
ereated innocent, but by disobedience 
fell into a state of siu and condemnation. 
H is posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen 
nature of such tendencies that all who 
come to year of accountability sin. and 
.become guilty before God. 

7. The Work of Christ. The Son of 
God by His incarna tiou, life. sufferings, 
death and resurrection effected for all a 
redemption from sin that is full and free 
and is the ground of salvation by faith. 

8. The Terms of Salvation. The con­
ditions of salvation are: 1. Repentance 
or s incere sorrow for sin and hearty re­
nunciation o£ it. ~. Faith or the tmre­
served committal o£ one's self to Christ 
as SaYior and Lord with purpose to love 
and obey Him in all things. In the ex­
ercise of sa\·in~ faith the soul is rene,yed 
by the Holy ,'pirit, freed from the do­
minion of ,in and becomes a child of God. 
3. Continuance in faith and obedience 
until death. 
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9. E lection. God determined from 
the beginning to save all who should 
comply with the conditions of sah·ation. 
Hence hy faith in Christ men become 
His elect. 

10. Freedom of the Will. The human 
will is fl'ee and self-controlled, having 
power to yield to the influence of the 
truth and the Spirit, or to re~ist them 
and perish. 

11. Salvation Free. God de ires the 
salnnion of all, the Gos11el invites all~ 
the Holy Spirit striYes with all, and who­
soever "·ill ma~- come and take of the 
water of life freely. 

12. Perseverance. All believers in 
C'lnist, ''ho through grace persevere in 
holiness to t he end of life, have p romise 
of eternal salvation. 

\ 13. Gospel Ordinances. BAPTIS:'.I , 
or the immersion of bclieYers in water, 
and the LORD'S St:PPER, a1·e ordi­
nances to be perpetua t eel under the Gos­
pel; FEET \Y A.SHL~G, an ordinance­
teaching humility, of universal obliga­
tion, and to be administered to all true 
believers. 

14. The Christian Sabbath. The di­
vine law requires that one day in seven 
be set apart from secular employments. 
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and amusements. fot· rest, worship, holy 
works and activit ies, and for personal 
communion with God. 

15. Resurrection, Judgment and Fi­
nal Retribtuion. The Scriptures teach 
the resurrection of all men at the last 
day. They that have done good wilt 
come forth to the resurrection of life, 
and they that have done evil unto the 
r esurrection of damnation; then the 
wicked ,,-ill "go away into eternal pun­
ishment, but the righteous into eternal 
l ife.'' 

CHURCH COVE NANT 
H aving given ourselves to God, by faith 

in Christ. and adopted the Word of God 
.as our rule of faith and practice, we now 
give ourselves to one another by the will 
of God in this solemn covenant. 

\V e promise by His grace to love and 
obey Him in all things, to avoid all ap­
pearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful 
amusements and unholy conformity to 
the world. from all sanction of the use 
and sale of intoxicating bevet·ages. and to 
"provide things honest in the sight of 
all men.'' 
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We agree faithfully to discharge oui: 
obligations in reference to the study of 
the Scriptures, secret prayer, family de­
votions, and social worship; and by self­
denial, faith ,and good works endeavoe 
to ''grow in grace and the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." 

i\Vc will not forget the assembling of 
ourselves together for church conferences, 
public worship, and the observance of 
the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to 
pa~· according to our ability for the sup­
port of the chm·ch. of its poor, and all 
its benHolent "·ork. 

\\" e agree to accept C_hristian admoni­
tion and reproof with meekness, and to 
watch over one another in love, endeavor­
ing to "keep the unity of tile Spirit" in 
the bond:; of peace, to be careful of one 
another's happiness and reputation, and 
seek to strengthen the weak, encourage 
the aft'licted. admonish the erring. and a-; 
far as we are ahle promote the success oi 
the church and of the Gospel. 

\Ye will ewrn..-here hold Christian 
principle sacred ·and Christian obligations 
and enterprises supreme; counting it our 
chief business in life to extend the influ­
ence of Christ in society; constantly 
praying and toiling that the Kingdom of 
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God may eome, and His ,,;n be done on 
earth as it is in heann. 

To this end ''"e agree to lahor for the 
promption of educational and denomina­
tional enterpri;;e,;,. the >.uppott of missions, 
the 1-Hl~cess of Sunday "<:hools, and evan­
gelistic efforts for the sal Ya t ion of the 
world. And may the God of peace sanc­
tify U'l wholly, and presen·e ns hlameless 
1m to the coming oi onr Lord .Jesus Christ. 

SECTION H.-LETTER OF DIS:\IISSIOX 

----------------19---
This Certities that-- --- is a reg­

~llar member of the--- --- Free \Yill 
Baptbt Church at , in good 
standing- as such. \Y e commend --- to 
the fellowship of God's people; and when 
we are informed that -- ha,.; united with 
some other eYangelical church, we shall 
consider -- regular!~· di,mbsed from 
thi>; churdl. 

In behalf of the Pree Will Baptist 
Church at 

Pastor. 
---------- Clerk. 
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SEC. IV.-CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION 

This Certifies that the bear·er,--- , 
of the town of - - - . County of ---, 
State of , a regular member of 
the Free W ill Baptist Churclt in said 
county, has t his day been publicly set 
apart to the work of the Gospel Ministry, 
by prayet· and the laying on of hands, 
acco-rding to t he usages of the Free Will 
Baptist denomination, aud .is her·eby 
authorized to preach the Gospel and ad­
minister it<; ordinances wherever· God in 
His proYidence may call him. 

This Certificate of Ordination shall be 
in full force and effect for lif<', or during 
the maintenance of sound doctr ine and 
good moral character. It shall be -;ubject 
to recall, or annullment, h~· a council of 
three ordained ministers, called by the 
church to which he helongfl, and upon 
official demand by said church, he is 
hereby p laced under solemn pr·omise to 
deli n•r this Certificate. 

Done hy O!'fler of the -----­
while in l"egulc.r se<>siou with ---- ­
Chut•ch at 

Thi,;; the -- day of ---- 19-- . 
Ordaining Council 
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SECTION IlL- CERTIFICATE OF LICENSE 

This Certifies that the bearer, , 
of the town of ---, County of---, 
State of ---, being a member in good 
standing of the Free W'ill Baptist Chur ch 
in said county, has this day received 
license to preach the Gospel for one year, 
and is hereby authorized to preach the 
Gospel wherever God in His providence 
may call him. 

This Certificate of License shall be in 
full force and effect for one year, or dnr­
:ing the maintenance of sound doctrine 
and good moral charcter. It shall bEl 
subject to recall, or annullment, by a 
council of at least three otdained minis­
ters, called by the church to which he 
belrongs, and upon offiqial demand: 1.):Jy 
said church, he is hereby placed under 
solemn promise to deliver this certificate. 

Done by order of the 
whHe in regular session with ----­
Church at--------

This the -- day of , 19--. 
............................................ l\1oderator. 

·································· ···· ······ ···· Clerk. 

SECTION V.-LETTER FROM A CHUROH 

'TO A QUARTERLY MEETING, YEARLY 

MEETING OR ASSOCIAT.ION. 
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To the ................................................ of Free 
Will Baptists when convened with the 
............................................................ Church 
at ........................................................ 19 ...... ; .. 
\Ve send as delegates, our beloved breth- · 
r en: .............. .... .......................................... , 
whom we pray you to receive to sit with 
you in your deliberations. 
State of R.eligion ........................................... . 
Members received this year .................. .. 
No. baptized .......... .. ; No. di>~mbse<l ............ ; 
No. died .......... .. ; Total member-,hip .......... .. 
Condition of prayer meeting .................. .. 
Condition of Sunda,· school ................... . 
Average number of· pupils ...................... .. 
No. of officers ........ ; Xo. of teachet·s ........ . 
Paid pastor $ ........ ; Paid evangelist $ ...... .. 
.Missions: Home $ ............ : Foreign $ ........ .. 
For building and repait·s $ ....................... . 
iFor Education $ ........ ; Publication $ ....... . 
Amount enclosed for minutes $ .............. .. 
Pastor's name and addre::., ....................... . 
Names and addresses or mitii;;ters be-
longing to our church .............................. .. 

Done by order of.. ...................... Church 
assembled in conference, this ............. day 
of .................................... 19 ....... . 

........... ................................. ~[oderator . 
................................................ Clerk. 

Remarks ................................................... . 
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SEC. VI.-LETTER FROM A Q"CARTERLY 

::\IEETIXG TO A YEARLY :\IEETING 

OR ASSOCI A TIO~. 

The letter from a Quarter!~ :\Ieeting to 
a Yearly :\Ieeting or Association usually 
embraces the following particulars:-

1. The general '>tate of religion, and 
.accounts of re,·i\'al<.. if any haYe occurred 
.during the preceding year. 

2. The state of the Sunday schools in 
the churches of the Quarterly :\Ieetings, 
and the interest manifested in all the 
great moral questions. 

3. Statistics of tl1e Quarterly Meeting, 
computed to the first Sunday in 1\IIay, in 
the form as arran~ed by the Editor of 
the Register and Year Book. 

4. The number of clnu·ches which have 
been added to the Quarterly :\Ieeting 
during the preceding year, and the num­
ber which have been dismissed or ex­
cluded from it. 

5. Names of the delegates to the Yearly 
:Meeting or Association. 

6. Questions, petitions, and requests. 
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SECTION \TJI.-LETTER FROM A YEARLY 

:MEETING OR ASSOCIATION TO THE 

EASTERN GE)<'ERAL, THE WESTERN GEN­

ERAL, OR THE NATIONAL A<SSOCIATION. 

1. This letter takes up in similar order 
the same topics which are embraced in 
the letters to the smaller bodies, treating 
o:f the changes which have taken place in 
the Yearly )leeting or Association since 
the preceding session of the E-astern Gen­
eral A ociation, or the Western General 
Association, or the Xational Association, 
the statistics, embracing the alterations 
or changes since the preceding Associa­
tion was held, and the same date in the 
year in which the reutrns are made. 

2. To this report are added the number 
and names of the Quarterly :Meetings, the 
whole number of churches, members, 
elder!>. and licentiates in the Yearly 
Meeting or Association, the number of 
pastors. and o£ chuxches without pastors, 
at the date of the last returns. If any 
Quarterly :Jieetings have been added, 
dismissed, excluded, or lost their visibil­
ity, such :fact is mentioned in the report. 

3. Names o£ delegates to tl1e Eastern, 
Western, or National Association. 
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SECTION VIII.-QUARTERLY MEETING 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1. This Quarterly Meeting shall 
he called the ............................ , and shall be 
composed of such consistent, well-regu­
lated Free Will Baptist churches as shall 
unite in this compact, and agree lo this 
Constitution. 

Art. 2. The acting members of the Con­
ference of this Quarterly 1Ieeting shalt be 
such as are chosen by the several churches 
of which the Quarterly :\Ieeting is com­
posed, to represent them in Quarterly 
l\Ieeting Conference; eYery church being 
entitled to one delegate, everr church 
containing fifty members to two delegates 
and one additional delegate for every 
additional t wenty-five members. 

Art. 3. The officers of this Quarterly 
Meeting shall be a moderator, who shall 
be chosen at every quarterly session; a 
clerk, and a treasurer, who shall be stand­
ing officers of the Quarterly Meeting; all 
of whom shall perform such duties as 
usually devolve upon such officet-s. 

Art. 4. Any regularly organized Free 
Will Baptist church, maintaining Gospel 
order, agreeing with the denomination 
in doctl'ines and practices, aud in favot· 



FREE WILL BAPTIST 77 

of the benevolent enterprises,-as Sunday 
schools, missions, temperance, and edu­
cation,-may be received into their Quar­
terly Meeting, on application, by a vote 
of the Conference to which such appli­
cation is made or referred. 

Art. 5. This Quarterly Meeting shalt 
have power to discipline its churches for 
unchristian conduct, a want of conform­
ity to Gospel o·rder, or a violation of the 
conditions of this compact, and expel 
them in case of unsuccessful labor; to 
license and ordain ministers, such as give 
evidence of being qualified and called of 
God. hy request of churches to which such 
'J)ersollS belong; to settle such questions 
of di~cipline and doctrine as the churches 
may refer to them, and transact such 
other business as may be necessary for 
the benefit of religion, consistent with the 
liberty and independence of the churches 
according to the usages of the Free Will 
Bapti.-t denomination, and not repugnant 
to tl1e regulations of the Yearly :.\Ieeting 
or A~~ociation with which this Quarterly 
l\Ieeting may be connected: and to make 
any by-laws necessary to its regulation, 
not re1mgnant to this Constitution. 

Art. 6. The sessions of this Quarterly 
Meeting shall be on the ............................ , 
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when it shall be the duty o.£ all the church­
es of which it is composed to r epresent 
themselves by letter and delegates. 

Art. 7. This Constitution mav be altet~ed 
or amended by. a vote of au;- session of 
t he Quarterly Meeting, notice of sudt 
intended alteration having been given in 
writing at the next previous session of 
the Conference. 

S E CTION IX.-YEARLY MEE'l'I NG OR 

ANNUAL ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION:. 

Article 1. This Yearly Meeting or Asso -
ciation shall be called t he .. ...................... , 
and shall be composed of such regularly 
oo:ganized and well-disciplined Free Will 
Baptist Quarterly Meetings, conveniently 
located, as may embody themselves under 
this Constitution. 

Art. 2. The Conference of this Yearly 
Meeting or Association shall consist of 
delegates from the several Quarterly 
Meetings of which it is composed, every 
Quarterly Meeting being entitled to one 
·delegate, every Quarterly Meeting con­
taining five hundred members to two del­
egates, and one additional delegate for 
every additional five hundred members. 

Art. 3. The officers of this Yearly 
Meet ing or Association shall be a stand­
ing clerk and treasurer; and a moderator 
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who shall be chosen at every session of 
the Yearly Meeting or Asl:>ociation, with 
such assistants as may be found necessary. 

Art. 4. Any ,,·ell-organized and well­
r egulated. Free \\Till Bapti!it Quarterly 
Meeting, composed of ::.uch churches a.;; 
conform to the usages, and adopt the doc­
trines of the Pree ·wm Bapti!it denomina­
tion, as publislled in the Treatise on their 
faith, and. in the :\Iiuute, of the Eastern, 
W estern, or Xatioual Asl>Ociation, and at·e 
in favor of all the benevolent enterprise.;; 
of the denomination, may at any time, on 
application, by vote of thb body, become 
a member thereof. 

Art. 6. This Yearly ::\Ieeting or Associ­
ation shall haYe power to discipline the 
Quarterly Meetings of whil:h it is com~ 
posed, and. to exclude them for disorderly 
walk, if labor pro Yes un;,ucc~essful; but ia 
no case to reverse their Lleci-.ion'>, nor t •) 
interfere "·ith any of th~ir intemal teg­
ulations. 

Art. 6. The session.., of thb Y~>a1·iy 
Meeting or AssociatiO!• -,hall be held. on 
................ , at which time it :.hall be the 
duty of the Quarterly ::\Ieetings of which 
this Yearly .Jieetiug or _.\,).lociation is 
composed to represent themselves by let­
ter and delegates, and report their stand-
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ing, prospects, and stati tics; at which 
time the Association shall act upon such 
questions and topics as may be referred 
to them by their respective Quarterly 
Meetings, and transact such other busi­
ness not repugnant to this Constitution, 
·nor to the usages of the denomination, as. 
in their judgment may promote the cause 
of Christ and the interests of the churches 
a.nd Quarterly Meetings, within the limits 
of this Yearly :Jieeting or Association. 

Art. 7. This Yearly J.Ieeting or As oci­
a.tion shall have po\\·er to adopt any reg­
lations or by-laws, not inconsistent with 
this Constitution, which may be deemed 
essential to the further regulation of its 
sessions. 

Art. 8. Thi~:> Constitution may be altered 
or amended by a vote of the Yearly l\Ieet­
jrJg or Aso;ociation at any regular Se>;sion, 
notice oi such intended alteration haYing 
been given in wrhing, Eu.1d recorded at 
the next previous session. 
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