




































































































































FREE WILL BAPTIST 67 

9. E lection. God determined from 
the beginning to save all who should 
comply with the conditions of sah·ation. 
Hence hy faith in Christ men become 
His elect. 

10. Freedom of the Will. The human 
will is fl'ee and self-controlled, having 
power to yield to the influence of the 
truth and the Spirit, or to them 
and perish. 

11. Salvation Free. God de ires the 
salnnion of all, the Gos11el invites 
the Holy Spirit striYes with all, and who
soever "·ill come and take of the 
water of life freely. 

12. Perseverance. All believers in 
C'lnist, ''ho through grace persevere in 
holiness to t he end of life, have p romise 
of eternal salvation. 

\ 13. Gospel Ordinances. BAPTIS:'.I , 
or the immersion of bclieYers in water, 
and the LORD'S St:PPER, a1·e ordi
nances to be perpetua t eel under the Gos
pel; FEET \Y an ordinance
teaching humility, of universal obliga
tion, and to be administered to all true 
believers. 

14. The Christian Sabbath. The di
vine law requires that one day in seven 
be set apart from secular employments. 
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and amusements. fot· rest, worship, holy 
works and activit ies, and for personal 
communion with God. 

15. Resurrection, Judgment and Fi
nal Retribtuion. The Scriptures teach 
the resurrection of all men at the last 
day. They that have done good wilt 
come forth to the resurrection of life, 
and they that have done evil unto the 
r esurrection of damnation; then the 
wicked ,,-ill "go away into eternal pun
ishment, but the righteous into eternal 
l ife.'' 

CHURCH COVE NANT 
H aving given ourselves to God, by faith 

in Christ. and adopted the Word of God 
.as our rule of faith and practice, we now 
give ourselves to one another by the will 
of God in this solemn covenant. 

\V e promise by His grace to love and 
obey Him in all things, to avoid all ap
pearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful 
amusements and unholy conformity to 
the world. from all sanction of the use 
and sale of intoxicating bevet·ages. and to 
"provide things honest in the sight of 
all men.'' 
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We agree faithfully to discharge oui: 
obligations in reference to the study of 
the Scriptures, secret prayer, family de
votions, and social worship; and by self
denial, faith ,and good works endeavoe 
to ''grow in grace and the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." 

i\Vc will not forget the assembling of 
ourselves together for church conferences, 
public worship, and the observance of 
the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to 
pa~· according to our ability for the sup
port of the chm·ch. of its poor, and all 
its benHolent "·ork. 

\\" e agree to accept C_hristian admoni
tion and reproof with meekness, and to 
watch over one another in love, endeavor
ing to "keep the unity of tile Spirit" in 
the bond:; of peace, to be careful of one 
another's happiness and reputation, and 
seek to strengthen the weak, encourage 
the aft'licted. admonish the erring. and a-; 
far as we are ahle promote the success oi 
the church and of the Gospel. 

\Ye will ewrn..-here hold Christian 
principle sacred ·and Christian obligations 
and enterprises supreme; counting it our 
chief business in life to extend the influ
ence of Christ in society; constantly 
praying and toiling that the Kingdom of 
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God may eome, and His ,,;n be done on 
earth as it is in heann. 

To this end ''"e agree to lahor for the 
promption of educational and denomina
tional enterpri;;e,;,. the >.uppott of missions, 
the 1-Hl~cess of Sunday "<:hools, and evan
gelistic efforts for the sal Ya t ion of the 
world. And may the God of peace sanc
tify U'l wholly, and presen·e ns hlameless 
1m to the coming oi onr Lord .Jesus Christ. 

SECTION H.-LETTER OF DIS:\IISSIOX 

----------------19---
This Certities that-- --- is a reg

~llar member of the--- --- Free \Yill 
Baptbt Church at , in good 
standing- as such. \Y e commend --- to 
the fellowship of God's people; and when 
we are informed that -- ha,.; united with 
some other eYangelical church, we shall 
consider -- regular!~· di,mbsed from 
thi>; churdl. 

In behalf of the Pree Will Baptist 
Church at 

Pastor. 
---------- Clerk. 
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SEC. IV.-CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION 

This Certifies that the bear·er,--- , 
of the town of - - - . County of ---, 
State of , a regular member of 
the Free W ill Baptist Churclt in said 
county, has t his day been publicly set 
apart to the work of the Gospel Ministry, 
by prayet· and the laying on of hands, 
acco-rding to t he usages of the Free Will 
Baptist denomination, aud .is her·eby 
authorized to preach the Gospel and ad
minister it<; ordinances wherever· God in 
His proYidence may call him. 

This Certificate of Ordination shall be 
in full force and effect for lif<', or during 
the maintenance of sound doctr ine and 
good moral character. It shall be -;ubject 
to recall, or annullment, h~· a council of 
three ordained ministers, called by the 
church to which he helongfl, and upon 
official demand by said church, he is 
hereby p laced under solemn pr·omise to 
deli n•r this Certificate. 

Done hy O!'fler of the -----
while in l"egulc.r se<>siou with ---- 
Chut•ch at 

Thi,;; the -- day of ---- 19-- . 
Ordaining Council 
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SECTION IlL- CERTIFICATE OF LICENSE 

This Certifies that the bearer, , 
of the town of ---, County of---, 
State of ---, being a member in good 
standing of the Free W'ill Baptist Chur ch 
in said county, has this day received 
license to preach the Gospel for one year, 
and is hereby authorized to preach the 
Gospel wherever God in His providence 
may call him. 

This Certificate of License shall be in 
full force and effect for one year, or dnr
:ing the maintenance of sound doctrine 
and good moral charcter. It shall bEl 
subject to recall, or annullment, by a 
council of at least three otdained minis
ters, called by the church to which he 
belrongs, and upon offiqial demand: 1.):Jy 
said church, he is hereby placed under 
solemn promise to deliver this certificate. 

Done by order of the 
whHe in regular session with ----
Church at--------

This the -- day of , 19--. 
............................................ l\1oderator. 

·································· ···· ······ ···· Clerk. 

SECTION V.-LETTER FROM A CHUROH 

'TO A QUARTERLY MEETING, YEARLY 

MEETING OR ASSOCIAT.ION. 
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To the ................................................ of Free 
Will Baptists when convened with the 
............................................................ Church 
at ........................................................ 19 ...... ; .. 
\Ve send as delegates, our beloved breth- · 
r en: .............. .... .......................................... , 
whom we pray you to receive to sit with 
you in your deliberations. 
State of R.eligion ........................................... . 
Members received this year .................. .. 
No. baptized .......... .. ; No. di>~mbse<l ............ ; 
No. died .......... .. ; Total member-,hip .......... .. 
Condition of prayer meeting .................. .. 
Condition of Sunda,· school ................... . 
Average number of· pupils ...................... .. 
No. of officers ........ ; Xo. of teachet·s ........ . 
Paid pastor $ ........ ; Paid evangelist $ ...... .. 
.Missions: Home $ ............ : Foreign $ ........ .. 
For building and repait·s $ ....................... . 
iFor Education $ ........ ; Publication $ ....... . 
Amount enclosed for minutes $ .............. .. 
Pastor's name and addre::., ....................... . 
Names and addresses or mitii;;ters be-
longing to our church .............................. .. 

Done by order of.. ...................... Church 
assembled in conference, this ............. day 
of .................................... 19 ....... . 

........... ................................. ~[oderator . 
................................................ Clerk. 

Remarks ................................................... . 
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SEC. VI.-LETTER FROM A Q"CARTERLY 

::\IEETIXG TO A YEARLY :\IEETING 

OR ASSOCI A TIO~. 

The letter from a Quarter!~ :\Ieeting to 
a Yearly :\Ieeting or Association usually 
embraces the following particulars:-

1. The general '>tate of religion, and 
.accounts of re,·i\'al<.. if any haYe occurred 
.during the preceding year. 

2. The state of the Sunday schools in 
the churches of the Quarterly :\Ieetings, 
and the interest manifested in all the 
great moral questions. 

3. Statistics of tl1e Quarterly Meeting, 
computed to the first Sunday in 1\IIay, in 
the form as arran~ed by the Editor of 
the Register and Year Book. 

4. The number of clnu·ches which have 
been added to the Quarterly :\Ieeting 
during the preceding year, and the num
ber which have been dismissed or ex
cluded from it. 

5. Names of the delegates to the Yearly 
:Meeting or Association. 

6. Questions, petitions, and requests. 
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SECTION \TJI.-LETTER FROM A YEARLY 

:MEETING OR ASSOCIATION TO THE 

EASTERN GE)<'ERAL, THE WESTERN GEN

ERAL, OR THE NATIONAL A<SSOCIATION. 

1. This letter takes up in similar order 
the same topics which are embraced in 
the letters to the smaller bodies, treating 
o:f the changes which have taken place in 
the Yearly )leeting or Association since 
the preceding session of the E-astern Gen
eral A ociation, or the Western General 
Association, or the Xational Association, 
the statistics, embracing the alterations 
or changes since the preceding Associa
tion was held, and the same date in the 
year in which the reutrns are made. 

2. To this report are added the number 
and names of the Quarterly :Meetings, the 
whole number of churches, members, 
elder!>. and licentiates in the Yearly 
Meeting or Association, the number of 
pastors. and o£ chuxches without pastors, 
at the date of the last returns. If any 
Quarterly :Jieetings have been added, 
dismissed, excluded, or lost their visibil
ity, such :fact is mentioned in the report. 

3. Names o£ delegates to tl1e Eastern, 
Western, or National Association. 
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SECTION VIII.-QUARTERLY MEETING 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1. This Quarterly Meeting shall 
he called the ............................ , and shall be 
composed of such consistent, well-regu
lated Free Will Baptist churches as shall 
unite in this compact, and agree lo this 
Constitution. 

Art. 2. The acting members of the Con
ference of this Quarterly 1Ieeting shalt be 
such as are chosen by the several churches 
of which the Quarterly :\Ieeting is com
posed, to represent them in Quarterly 
l\Ieeting Conference; eYery church being 
entitled to one delegate, everr church 
containing fifty members to two delegates 
and one additional delegate for every 
additional t wenty-five members. 

Art. 3. The officers of this Quarterly 
Meeting shall be a moderator, who shall 
be chosen at every quarterly session; a 
clerk, and a treasurer, who shall be stand
ing officers of the Quarterly Meeting; all 
of whom shall perform such duties as 
usually devolve upon such officet-s. 

Art. 4. Any regularly organized Free 
Will Baptist church, maintaining Gospel 
order, agreeing with the denomination 
in doctl'ines and practices, aud in favot· 
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of the benevolent enterprises,-as Sunday 
schools, missions, temperance, and edu
cation,-may be received into their Quar
terly Meeting, on application, by a vote 
of the Conference to which such appli
cation is made or referred. 

Art. 5. This Quarterly Meeting shalt 
have power to discipline its churches for 
unchristian conduct, a want of conform
ity to Gospel o·rder, or a violation of the 
conditions of this compact, and expel 
them in case of unsuccessful labor; to 
license and ordain ministers, such as give 
evidence of being qualified and called of 
God. hy request of churches to which such 
'J)ersollS belong; to settle such questions 
of di~cipline and doctrine as the churches 
may refer to them, and transact such 
other business as may be necessary for 
the benefit of religion, consistent with the 
liberty and independence of the churches 
according to the usages of the Free Will 
Bapti.-t denomination, and not repugnant 
to tl1e regulations of the Yearly :.\Ieeting 
or A~~ociation with which this Quarterly 
l\Ieeting may be connected: and to make 
any by-laws necessary to its regulation, 
not re1mgnant to this Constitution. 

Art. 6. The sessions of this Quarterly 
Meeting shall be on the ............................ , 
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when it shall be the duty o.£ all the church
es of which it is composed to r epresent 
themselves by letter and delegates. 

Art. 7. This Constitution mav be altet~ed 
or amended by. a vote of au;- session of 
t he Quarterly Meeting, notice of sudt 
intended alteration having been given in 
writing at the next previous session of 
the Conference. 

S E CTION IX.-YEARLY MEE'l'I NG OR 

ANNUAL ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION:. 

Article 1. This Yearly Meeting or Asso -
ciation shall be called t he .. ...................... , 
and shall be composed of such regularly 
oo:ganized and well-disciplined Free Will 
Baptist Quarterly Meetings, conveniently 
located, as may embody themselves under 
this Constitution. 

Art. 2. The Conference of this Yearly 
Meeting or Association shall consist of 
delegates from the several Quarterly 
Meetings of which it is composed, every 
Quarterly Meeting being entitled to one 
·delegate, every Quarterly Meeting con
taining five hundred members to two del
egates, and one additional delegate for 
every additional five hundred members. 

Art. 3. The officers of this Yearly 
Meet ing or Association shall be a stand
ing clerk and treasurer; and a moderator 
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who shall be chosen at every session of 
the Yearly Meeting or Asl:>ociation, with 
such assistants as may be found necessary. 

Art. 4. Any ,,·ell-organized and well
r egulated. Free \\Till Bapti!it Quarterly 
Meeting, composed of ::.uch churches a.;; 
conform to the usages, and adopt the doc
trines of the Pree ·wm Bapti!it denomina
tion, as publislled in the Treatise on their 
faith, and. in the :\Iiuute, of the Eastern, 
W estern, or Xatioual Asl>Ociation, and at·e 
in favor of all the benevolent enterprise.;; 
of the denomination, may at any time, on 
application, by vote of thb body, become 
a member thereof. 

Art. 6. This Yearly ::\Ieeting or Associ
ation shall haYe power to discipline the 
Quarterly Meetings of whil:h it is com~ 
posed, and. to exclude them for disorderly 
walk, if labor pro Yes un;,ucc~essful; but ia 
no case to reverse their Lleci-.ion'>, nor t •) 
interfere "·ith any of th~ir intemal teg
ulations. 

Art. 6. The session.., of thb Y~>a1·iy 
Meeting or AssociatiO!• -,hall be held. on 
................ , at which time it :.hall be the 
duty of the Quarterly ::\Ieetings of which 
this Yearly .Jieetiug or _.\,).lociation is 
composed to represent themselves by let
ter and delegates, and report their stand-
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ing, prospects, and stati tics; at which 
time the Association shall act upon such 
questions and topics as may be referred 
to them by their respective Quarterly 
Meetings, and transact such other busi
ness not repugnant to this Constitution, 
·nor to the usages of the denomination, as. 
in their judgment may promote the cause 
of Christ and the interests of the churches 
a.nd Quarterly Meetings, within the limits 
of this Yearly :Jieeting or Association. 

Art. 7. This Yearly J.Ieeting or As oci
a.tion shall have po\\·er to adopt any reg
lations or by-laws, not inconsistent with 
this Constitution, which may be deemed 
essential to the further regulation of its 
sessions. 

Art. 8. Thi~:> Constitution may be altered 
or amended by a vote of the Yearly l\Ieet
jrJg or Aso;ociation at any regular Se>;sion, 
notice oi such intended alteration haYing 
been given in wrhing, Eu.1d recorded at 
the next previous session. 
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