
ONE CHRISTMAS EVE

^REMEMBER VERY distinctly the 24th day
of December, 1959. It was about

7 o'clock p.m., and as usual I was in a

bar in the city of Campinas."

Thus begins the testimony of Laercio

Miguel da Silva, a handsome Brazilian

youth for whom Christmas Eve is a birthday.

It was the day he was "born again" by

the power of God and entered a new

life in Christ. "That night," Laercio recalls,

"the only new things I had were the

clothes that I wore. My greatest goal in

life was to wear the nicest clothes possible

arid at least be decent in outward ^ TO PAGE 4
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Wilson, Bollard Leave December

30 for Extensive Ministries Abroad

Los Angeles—General Di

rector Reford Wilson and

Director of Publications

Jerry Ballard leave here

December 30 for ministries

in the Orient, India,

Africa, Europe, and South

America.

Mr. Wilson will be min

istering to missionaries in

Japan, India, and Ivory

Coast. During meetings

with missionaries and

church leaders in each of

these areas, present mis

sions operations will be

reviewed and plans laid

for the future.

While in the Orient, Mr.

Wilson will participate in

the annual meeting of the

Hokkaido Association.

He will spend several

days in Europe conferring

with evangelical leaders

and surveying the area for

possible entry by Free Will

Baptist missionaries.

Several couples have

expressed interest regard-

hannas return ro field—Carlisle and Marie Hanna

and their children arrived in India November 29 to begin

their third term of service following furlough in the states.

They left New York by boat November 5. The Hannas

serve in Sonapurhat, North India.

BALLARD WILSON

ing service in Europe.

Mr. Ballard will be on a

photographic and research

mission. In addition to

compiling photos and in

formation for publication

from each country where

Free Will Baptists have

missionaries, he will be

shooting filmstrips in

India, Ivory Coast, Uru

guay, and Panama.

Mr. Wilson and Mr.

Ballard will be together in

Japan, India, and Africa.

Mr. Ballard will then

cross to Brazil where a

film crew from the states

will meet him to produce

a feature-length motion

picture. While in Brazil,

he and Missionary Don

Robirds will lay final

groundwork for a Portu

guese edition of the Bible

study magazine Impacto

for use in Brazil, as well as

make long-range plans to

meet Brazil's literature

needs.
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Mr. Ballard will make

contacts in numerous

Latin American countries

stimulating distribution of

the Spanish edition of

Impacto which has been in

circulation since January.

Mr. Wilson will return

to the states the last of

March, Mr. Ballard the

last of April.

Phippses to Panama

San Jose—Bill and Bar

bara Phipps complete
language study and move

to Panama in mid-Decem

ber to begin permanent

missionary assignments.
Both are graduates of

Free Will Baptist Bible

College and are natives of

North Carolina. Bill, a

licensed pilot, plans to use

the airplane as an evan

gelistic tool in his Pana

manian ministry. The

Phippses join the Tom

Willeys, Jr., and the

Estenio Garcias who are

already at work in the

country.

Panama Site Rented

Panama City—A building

in a choice uptown loca

tion has been rented here

in which to hold services.

Missionary Estenio Garcia

is in charge of meetings

through which it is hoped

a church will be establish

ed. In the first service held

in mid-November, 50

people attended and two

decisions were witnessed.

MISSIONS
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Cuban Relief Ministry Terminated
Miami—The operation of

CERF (Cuban Emergency

Relief Fund) has been

officially terminated. Ac

tion was taken by the

board in view of the

decreased influx of Cuban

refugees, the ability of

resident Cuban pastors to

meet present relief de

mands, and the need to

utilize the Thomas Wil

leys, Sr., more extensively

in other ministries.

The Rev. Benito Rodri

guez and the Rev. Moises

Toirac are working in the

city. Use of the downtown

CERF building is given

resident pastors for use in

relief as necessary.

Clothing, blankets, and

other supplies should now

be sent to either Mr. Rod

riguez at 3695 S.W. 25th

Ter. or Mr. Toirac at P.O.

Box 306, Allatatah, Sta.,

Miami.

Both Mr. Rodriguez and

Mr. Toirac need addition

al financial support for

their ministries. Interested

individuals or church

groups should correspond

directly with them.

CERF was instituted

two years ago to meet the

then pressing need of a

relief ministry for Cuban
refugees.
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Uruguayan church organized—The first Free Will Bap-

list church in Uruguay has been organized at Santa
Teressa, a village on the outskirts of Rivera, by Bill
Fulcher and Paul Robinson. Here is a picture of the new

church's adult Sunday school class. Works are also in
prospect in Rivera and across the Brazilian border in
Livramento. (Staff photo by Bill Fulcher)
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from page i ^ appearance. Everything

else in my life was old and bad. I had no

real peace. In my heart was a hollow,

empty feeling."

Bars were familiar places to Laercio.

He began drinking excessively at the age

of 12. His parents were spiritists, but

although he attended spiritist meetings

as a child he was never impressed.

At 14, Laercio left home and moved to

Campinas to live with a brother and get a

job. After a term in military service, he

returned to Campinas and resumed his

job in a tire recapping plant. He hit the

bottle more and more. He lost all moral

scrupples. On at least two occasions

his manner of life landed him in jail.

Gambling waved its sinewy tenacles

around him. At 23 he reached the bottom

of the barrel.

Down inside, Laercio really wanted to

make something of his life. He knew the

way he was heading could end only in

disaster. But his vices had become his

master. He was able only to drift with

the crowd. Money needed for food was

spent on liquor or gambled away. His

health was beginning to crumble.

This was Laercio's plight on Christmas

Eve five years ago. He had never been

inside an Evangelical church, but he had

been in contact with Christians. And he

had developed an intense hatred for

them—not for any particular reason; it

merely seemed to be the thing to do.

On several occasions, Laercio and his

friends from the bar threw stones at the

Free Will Baptist church in Campinas.

It was his way of fighting against his

conscience.

He recalls one experience which he

now believes was demon possession. For

four days he was unable to get out of bed.

It started with a noise that sounded like

a Roman Catholic procession carrying

the Virgin Mary. He envisioned a chain

of fire. Later he envisioned Satan on the

roof throwing poisoned darts at him, and

later dust covered him. He felt he was

going insane and would surely die.

It was only two months later that

Laercio found himself once again in the

bar, this time to celebrate Christmas Eve

with his friends in the only way he knew.

"My only plan was to do something bad.

I was going to spend the entire night in

the bar drinking," he says.

"I was sitting there drinking and

musing over my troubles when I over

heard a man nearby speaking to the

owner of the bar. He said he planned to

scatter a group of Christians who were

holding a street service outside. I felt

this would be exciting, so I decided to

follow and see what would happen."

The group of troublemakers stopped a

short distance from the street meeting

group. For some strange reason, the man

who had talked so loudly in the bar made

no attempt at disturbance.

Joaquem, a young preacher boy from

the church walked toward Laercio. At

first Laercio thought he was coming to

drive him off since he probably recognized

Laercio as one of the ones who had

hindered services in the past. But

Joaquem politely invited Laercio to come

closer so he could hear what was going

on. Laercio accepted his invitation.

"When we approached the group, they

were singing a hymn," Laercio recalls.

"Soon someone began to preach a

message. My friends from the bar came
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