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New Work Opened in
Suburb of Uberlandia

Brazil—Late in September missionary
Tom Hughes reported a new outreach
was started in the Jardim das
Palmeiras area of Uberlandia, Brazil.

Gerson and Analice, a young cou-
ple from the Uberlandia church, live
in this neighborhood which has no
evangelical church. According to Tom,
the couple has desired to start a work
since moving to the area.

“Our big handicap is lack of an ade-
quate meeting place,” Tom related.
“There are no meeting halls or even
houses for rent.” Presently, the group
is using a one-room hall the city built
for the mothers of the neighborhood.
It is available for two hours on Sunday
afternoons.

Hughes continued, “Last Sunday
we had 33 children from the neighbor-
hood. Some adults came and when
they saw there were only children,
they left. Fifteen from the First Church
went to pass out copies of the Gos-
pel of John and invite people to
attend.”

The outreach group is looking for
land on which to build a simple build-
ing after the rainy season. “We feel
there is a real need and a great poten-
tial for a church in that growing neigh-
borhood,” Tom concluded.

Worthington, Willeys
Visit Cuban Churches

Miami, Fla.—Dr. Melvin Worthington,
executive secretary of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists,
accompanied Tom Willey Jr. and
“Mom” Mabel Willey as they left
Miami for Cuba on September 27. The
trio was invited by the Cuban Associ-
ation of Free Will Baptists to partici-
pate in the dedication service for the
reopening of the seminary at Cedars
of Lebanon near Pinar del Rio.

The group visited several of the
Free Will Baptist churches, holding
special services in the evenings.
Often two or three congregations
joined together. In almost every serv-
ice the crowds filled the building and
overflowed into the street. Many
professions of faith were reported as
Dr. Worthington preached and Tom
Willey translated.

All three members of the visiting
team spoke on Sunday, October 2, the
day of the dedication. Over 400 peo-
ple crowded into the chapel that nor-
mally seats about 200.

Rio, Cuba.

P o}
Melvin Worthington (front left) and “Mom” Mabel Willey (front right) stand with Cuban pastors
at the final luncheon prior to their departure from Cedars of Lebanon Seminary near Pinar del

dents and;;astors gathered for a ministers’ retreat on October 3 and 4 at Cedars
of Lebanon Seminary. Tom Willey Jr. (standing) and Dr. Worthington ministered to the group.

The afternoon dedication service
featured the recognition of those who
had been faithful during the past 25,
15, and 10 years. New students were
presented and the new director of the
seminary spoke prior to Worthington’s
dedicatory sermon. Mrs. Willey led the
prayer of dedication.

A brief retreat with pastors and stu-
dents was held on Monday and Tues-
day following the dedication. Melvin
presented a brief study on the minis-
ter and his ministry and on how the
Free Will Baptist church functions in
the United States.

The group returned to the U.S. on
October 7.

McDonalds Locate House
Near Ai No Sato Church

Japan—Don and Ruth McDonald,
who recently finished language study
in the Tokyo area, have moved to the
northern island of Hokkaido. They
were able to locate a house approxi-
mately five minutes from the Ai No

Sato church where they will be
working.

The McDonalds were given a wel-
coming party by the new church
which has approximately 15 people
attending regularly.

Don and Ruth will be involved in
teaching English classes. They noted
that Pastor Kawasaki had passed out
fliers with their pictures in hopes of
making new contacts for English
classes due to their arrival on the
scene.

Three VBS Programs Held
in I.C. During September

Ivory Coast—Vacation Bible school
programs were held in three areas of
Ivory Coast during the month of Sep-
tember, according to missionary Alice
Smith.

VBS was held in Tanda September
5-9 with Sharon Ferguson, Arilla
Wode, Alice Smith, and two African
women doing the work. Many Muslim



(Left to right) General Director R. Eugene Waddell greets Panamanians Erika and Fressia Diaz

and missionary Judy Lytle. Erika plans to enroll at Free Will Baptist Bible College.

children heard about Jesus Christ for
the very first time. The highest atten-
dance was 53. The children attended
even during a heavy rain storm.

During September 12-16 vacation
Bible school was held at Goumere
with Sharon Ferguson, Carol Pinker-
ton, Alice, three African women, and
one African man conducting the
classes. The highest attendance was
72. Four young men walked several
miles each day. “In all my years of
working in VBS, both here as well as
stateside, | have never heard children
recite verses like the little ones at
Goumere,” writes Alice.

In spite of “almost unbearable
heat,” VBS was held in Agnibilekrou
September 26-30 with a high atten-
dance of 94. Thirteen teachers and
helpers made the program possible.
They recorded two first-time decisions
for Christ and three rededications dur-
ing this week.

Miss Smith also reported a three-
day evangelistic campaign was held
at Yebouakrou September 2-4.

Judy Lytle Brings Girl
to Enroll at FWBBC

Nashville, Tenn.—Missionary Judy
Lytle accompanied Miss Erika Diaz
and her mother, Fressia Diaz, from
Panama to the United States on
November 14. Judy and Fressia
brought 19-year-old Erika to enroll her
at Free Will Baptist Bible College in
Nashville, Tenn.

The Diaz family has been in the
Betania Free Will Baptist Church in
the Panama City area for approxi-
mately five years. Erika’s pediatrician
father, Dr. Alberto Diaz, is a deacon in
the church.

Judy’s plans included spending
some time in the St. Louis, Mo., area
visiting relatives before going on to
North Carolina to be with other family
members. Mrs. Diaz accompanied her
while Erika remained at the Bible col-
lege to monitor classes before enroll-

ing for the January semester. Mrs.
Lytle and the girl’s mother are sched-
uled to return to Panama on Decem-
ber 9.

Baileys to Take Over
for Herseys at Iriso

Japan—‘The Herseys are taking their
furlough early, and we will be assum-
ing their duties at the Iriso church,”
write Ken and Judy Bailey from Japan.
The Herseys left Japan in November
due to Evelyn’s need for surgery. Fred
went back to Japan for about a month
to wrap up matters and planned to
return to the United States on Decem-
ber 5.

“We are thankful that God gave us
a house so close to the church,” the
Baileys continued. “We will be teach-
ing classes five days a week, two
cooking classes each month, preach-
ing, and traveling downtown to the
Adachi Free Will Baptist Church for
classes. Our schedule will be quite
busy.”

The foreign missions office received
word at the end of October that Ken
had broken his right hand. Details
were not available at press time. The
couple urged Christians to pray for his
swift recovery.

Mini Reports from
Around the Globe

Troy, Mich.—Jo Dillard, sister of mis-
sionary Paul Robinson, died Thurs-
day, October 20, in Troy, Mich. The
funeral was held on Monday, October
24. Paul and Amy were in the United
States and spent time with her and
her husband, Howard, prior to her
death. They had returned to Uruguay
on October 15.

Ivory Coast—Missionary Jim Teague
reported from Bouake, Ivory Coast:
“Kouame, the new African Christian
(reported in September Heartbeat),
has been able to lead three of his

friends to Jesus. There is no Protes-
tant witness in his town. It is good to
read his letters and sense that he is
growing in the Lord.” Jim and his wife,
Evelyn, recently returned to the Ivory
Coast after a short vacation and
ministry in the United States.

Nashville, Tenn.—The Board of Foreign
Missions will be meeting in its semi-
annual session December 5-8, 1988.
The gathering will include meeting
with the All-Boards Conference.

Miss Chérolette Tallent

St. Louis, Mo.—Missionary Charolette
Tallent, who had been delayed from
returning to France earlier due to lack
of finances, was given approval to
depart. She left on November 26 to
resume her ministry in Lorient.

France—Missionary appointees Ron
and Linda Moore have reported from
Albertville, France, that they are mak-
ing progress in French language
study. Linda is in beginning class
while Ron was placed in an intermedi-
ate class. “We spend about six hours
in class each weekday and three
hours on Saturday,” says Ron.

Cookeville, Tenn.—Tennessee’s Walk-
a-thon receipts for foreign missions
Continued on back —»
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had topped $45,000 by the week of the
Tennessee State Association held
November 14-16 in Cookeville, Tenn.
According to Don Sexton, chairman of
the state foreign missions board,
some funds were yet to be received.

Japan—An October report indicated
Dale Bishop and Don McDonald have
been busy trying to finish up the heat-
ing system at the Ai No Sato church
on the northern island of Hokkaido.

Nashville, Tenn.—Valerie Sturgill,
12-year-old daughter of missionaries
Jim and Vicki Sturgill, suffered a bro-
ken arm recently while in Nashville
with her parents. She fell as she was
skating.

Jacksonville, N.C.—Mr. John Rhodes,
father of missionary Priscilla Inscoe,
was hospitalized in early November
due to a worsening of his bout with
cancer.

Ernest and Elaine Holland

Bixby, Okla.—Ernest and Elaine Hol-
land, who had their term interrupted
to raise more monthly support, have
been given clearance to depart for
Ivory Coast in January. The couple will
be working in the Doropo area where
Elaine will be able to help in the med-
ical ministry. Ernest will put his church
planting skills to work in outreach
evangelism.
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North Carolina to Start
Advance Celebration

Durham, N.C—The North Carolina
State Association of Free Will Baptists
is gearing up to launch the state-wide
foreign missions 50-Year Advance
Celebration. Jimmy Aldridge, Advance
coordinator for foreign missions,
reports the program is set to begin in
February of 1989.

The state steering committee has
been formed with Sam Truett of Smith-
field acting as state Advance coordi-
nator. Other members of the
committee include Dennis Wiggs,
Tom Lilly, Bill Robinson, Frank
McQuage, and William Calvert. State
Moderator Dann Patrick and Dean
Dobbs, a member of the Board of For-
eign Missions, are ex-officio members.

Two planning sessions have been
held, one at Shady Grove FWB
Church in Durham on October 25 and
the other at First FWB Church in
Gastonia on November 15.

Five regional training sessions are
set for the week of January 8-14, 1989.
The actual celebration will begin
February 12 with Victory Sunday falling
on March 26.

24 Baptized in Panama
Amid Current Crisis

Panama—Fifteen people were bap-
tized on October 16 at the Christian
camp El Amanecer in Panama. Four
people from the Betania work, nine
from the Los Andes ministry, and two
from San Juan were baptized. On
October 20 Lytle and Stan Bunch trav-
eled to the town of David in Chiriqui
Province where they baptized nine
other converts.

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF: R. Eugene Waddell, general
director; Fred Warner, director of church ministries;
Don Robirds, director of communications; Earl Lar-
son, treasurer-administrative assistant; Jimmy
Aldridge, overseas secretary-advance coordinator.

The work in David is conducted by
Panamanian home missionary Santos
Chiru. Stan and Steve held services
for two nights while they were in that
area. They encountered some delay
on their return to Parita and Panama
City due to a hurricane which had left
debris blocking the road.

The Lytles noted that the political
climate remains about the same while
the spiritual climate seems to be
“great.’

Empty Envelope Points to
Theft of Missions Gifts

Nashville, Tenn.—An empty envelope
addressed to “Foreign Missions” was
received in the foreign missions
department in September, raising sus-
picion of mail theft. Bookkeeper Kay
Hampton notified the sender and
learned that the contents had been
returned.

Kay noted that the empty envelope
had been opened with scissors or a
sharp knife. Bonnie Goetz, secre-
tary/treasurer of the Philadelphia Free
Will Baptist Woman’s Auxiliary in
Mount Clemens, Mich., notified Kay
that the check from the envelope had
been found loose in the mail in Seat-
tle, Wash. It was returned to her and
she promptly sent the check on its
way again.

Speculation that someone was
looking for cash called attention to the
danger of sending currency through
the mail. According to Mrs. Hampton,
many people still “trust” the postal
system and send cash instead of
checks. She urged donors to “please
send checks or money orders” to
ensure safe arrival of money needed
for world outreach.
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