








It was a great day when as a result of the
Reformation the Bible no longer was kept
chained to pulpits in churches but was read
by the common man at an altar of prayer
in his own living room.

If a home is to experience the blessing
that flows from Jesus Christ, it will be a
Bible-centered home. No one can estimate
the dividends that are received for time and
eternity when father and mother, sons and
daughters, gather around and look into this,
the source book of all wisdom. Following
the reading or quoting together of the Word
of God by a time of prayer in which each
member of the family participates will pro-
duce the tie that will indeed bind hearts
and lives together.

Heaven moves into our homes when we
read the Bible.

With Christ the center of your life, kneel-
ing at a common altar, dwelling in the
Saviour’s love, speaking a language ail of
you understand, and having the hope in your
hearts of which neither is ashamed; this
makes for a home with harmony and peace
and happiness.

Plan for it. Pray for it. Prepare for it
As someone has said, “Harmony can only
be obtained by establishing unity of a higher
order where the original problem is not
solved, but dismissed.” This higher unity
for the Christian home is found in the Bible.
Fortunate that home where father and
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mother and children can kneel before an
undivided altar and dismiss their problems
in the presence of a loving, prayer-hearing
God.

A Bible reading home is an intelligent
home. Bible reading in your home will help
you to live intelligently. “When wisdom
entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is
pleasant unto thy soul; Discretion shall pre-
serve thee, understanding shall keep thee”
(Proverbs 2:10, 11). ‘

Man seems to know more today about
everything else than he does about himself.
Without doubt the greatest art is the art of
living, and the application of a little Biblical
intelligence in the average home would
transform it from a dog house to a palace.

This Biblically-intelligent living would
make a home that allows for the free play
of affections between father and mother and
parents and children, a home which will be
full of kind deeds, a home which constantly
will have gentle and affectionate words.

A Bible reading home is a joyful home.
With the Bible as the center of your home,
you will live joyfully. In Proverbs 5, we
read, “Let thy fountain be blessed: and re-
joice with the wife of thy youth, and be thou
ravished always with her love.” There is no
book which sends forth such streams of joy
to the human heart as the Bible. The reality
of this experience will bring joyful living to
the home. It has its affect upon our tempers
and our speech, and this in turn will affect
those who live with us.

The attitudes of others are many times
the reflection of our own, I think of that
little. boy standing on the edge of the woods
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shouting, *Hello,” and a voice returned,
“Hello.” Then he shouted, “Who are you?”
and the voice returned, “Who are you?” -
Then he said, “Why don’t you come out?”
and the voice returned, “Come out.” Finally
he grew somewhat angry with the voice out
of the woods and said, “I'll fight you.” The
voice returned, “Fight you.”

He ran home and told his mother about
the mean boy in the woods and his mother
suggested that perhaps he should stand at
the edge of the woods and say, “I love you.”
This he did, and the response came back
from the voice in the woods, “I love you.”

A Bible reading home is a righteous home.
The Bible in your home will cause you to
live righteously. Even old age can be faced
with joy when one realizes that, “The hoary
head is a crown of glory if it be found in
the way of righteousness.” The Psalmist
has said, “These that be planted in the house
of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of
our God. They shall still bring forth fruit
in old age. They shall be fat and flourish-
ing.”

When I was a boy, we sang the Psalms,
and one psalm I shall never forget:

“Bless the man that fears Jehovah,
Walking ever in His ways,

By thy toil thou shalt be prospered,
And be happy all thy days.

“In thy wife thou shalt have gladness
She shall fill thy house with good
Happy in her loving service,
And the joys of motherhood.

“Joyful children, sons and -daughters

. Shall about thy table meet,

Qlive plants, in strength and beauty
Full of hope and promise sweet.”
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