

















COLLEGE SOCIETY SEEKS
MONETARY MEMORIAL FOR
LATE TRUSTEE MEMBER

NASHVILLE, TENN. - The Pi Gamma
Chi Society of Free Will Baptist Bible
College is appealing to Free Will Baptists
to help them recognize the late J. R.
Davidson of New Bern, North Carolina,
with a monetary memorial for his
widow,

The Reverend Davidson, who went
to be with the Lord January 9, 1972,
was one of the founding fathers of Free
Will Baptist Bible College. He served on
the Board of Trustees from 1943
through 1964,

Archie Ratliff, president of the
sponsoring Society, said the monetary
memorial would be an expression of
appreciation for the outstanding work
Brother Davidson did on behalf of
Christian education and particularly
FWBBC. For further information,
contact Mr, Ratliff at 3606 West End
Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee 37205.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEPARTMENT DEDICATES NEW FACILITIES

NASHVILLE, TENN. — Representatives
from both the business and religious
community were present for the formal
dedication services of the new Sunday
School Department facilities, 114 Bush
Road, on Tuesday, March 14, 1972,

Principal speakers for the occasion
were Dr. L, C. Johnson, President of
Free Will Baptist Bible College, and Dr.
Joseph Ange, pastor of Liberty Free
Will Baptist Church, Durham, North
Carolina.

Following the dedication service, the
Reverend Herman Hersey, Chairman of
the Sunday School Board, presented
General Director Roger Reeds with an
attractive desk set in recognition of ten
years service to the Dapartment in his
current position.

A special pictorial brochure entitled
“Decade Of Miracles” was distribuied
to each person in attendance. With
words, pictures, graphs, and charts, the
broehure vividly illustrated the strides

SPRING CAMPAIGN WINNERS SHOW GAINS FOR
FREE WILL BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS

NASHVILLE, TENN. — Free Wiil
Baptist Sunday schools in twenty-three
states utilized the theme “Jesus Christ Is
Lord” in marking outstanding gains in
average attendances for the Spring
Sunday School Enlargement Campaign
sponsored by the National Sunday
School Department,

The increase listed represents the
percentage of increase in attendance for
the campaign, which included the five
Sundays of March, over the average
attendance for October, November, and
December of 1971,

Reports reaching the Sunday School

Department indicate a growing usage of
buses to bring people into the Sunday
schools. Expanding enroliments mean
the opportunities for soul winning are
also increased.

The first and second place winners in
each division will be awarded a plaque.
The divisions are determined according
the Sunday school enroltment: Division
A — 500 and up; Division B — 400 to
499; Division C — 300 to 399; Division
D — 200 to 299; Division E — 158 to
199; Division F — 100 {o 149; Division
G — 50 to 99; and Division H — 0 to 49,

OCT.-DEC. MARCH
DIVISION CHURCH — LOCATION AVG. AVG., INCREASE
FIRST PLACE WINNERS
A ____________ — — —— —_— —
B Collinswood — Portsmouth, Va, 409 505.6 23.7%
C Grace — Greenville, N.C, 380 500 31.5%
D Trinity — Greenville, N.C, 264 465.5 76.5%
E Troy — Clawson, Mich. 1567 239 52.2%
F First — Newport News, Va, 133 301 126.3%
G Union Chapel — Afton, Tenn. 60 120 100.0%
H Sumter Mission — Sumter, 8.C. 35 75 114.2%
SECOND PLACE WINNERS
A ____________ S — — e —— e ——
B Central — Royal Oak, Mich. 463 501.5 8.4%
C First — Johnson City, Tenn. 300 386 28.6%
D First — Dothan, Ala. 260 403.75 55.3%
E Kirtby — Taylor, Mich, 170 256 50.5%
F Capito]l Hill — Okla. City, Ok. 126 242.26 92.2%
G First -~ Roanoke, Va. 57 112.5 97.3%
H Pine Prairie — Huntsville, Tx. 33 64.2 94.5%

of progress made during the past
decade,

Following the dedication, the guests
were served refreshments and given
guided tours of the facilities.

ARSON SUSPECTED IN
BURNING OF FREE WILL
BAPTIST CHURCH

JOELTON, TENN. — In the pre-dawn
hours of Monday, April 3, 1972, the
Harper Road Free Wilt Baptist Church, a
Methodist church, a service stalion, and
iwo mobile homes in the Joelton
communily were destroyed by fire.
Authorities suspect arson was involved
in the destruction of these properties.
No arrests have been made at this time.

The Harper Road congregation does
plan to rebuild their church but
construction plans are indefinite,
Currently they are meeting in the
basement of the home of one of the
members. The Reverend John Smith is
pastor of the church.

During the week of Aprit 23-29, the
Reverend John Vick of Michigan
conducted revival services in a tent
erected on the church property. The
meeting had been scheduled prior to the
fire,

The destroyed building was
constructed about eight years ago. Prior
to that time, the congregation had
worshiped in temporary quarters for
about a year following the church’s
inception,






HEADQUARTERS HOTEL: SHERATON — FORT WORTH
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

July 10-13 Fort Worth, Texas
SHERATON — FORT WORTH BLACKSTONE HOTEL DOWNTOWNER MOTOR INN
{1 blk. from Conv. Center) {2% blls. to Conv. Center) {1 blk. from Conv. Center)
$15.00 single $11.50 single $13.00 single

19.00 double 13,50 douhble 17.00 double

21.00  three adults 16.50  ftriple 18.00 triple (2 dbl. beds)
ta a room ‘

24.00 four aduits 19.50  quad 4.00 for each add'l. person

to aroom
(NOTE: Children under 17, who (NOTE: Rollaway beds — (NOTE: The Worth Hotel wili not
share a room with their parents, $4.00 extra per night.} be used t¢ house convention
are free.) guests as was first advertised.)

Chip and Mail Today

RESERVATION REQUEST
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

Please reserve the following {see list of accommodations):

HOTEL OR MOTEL

First Choice Second Choice
Third Choice
ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED RATE DESIRED
...Room (s} for one person (one full size bed) b to
——__Room {s) for two persons (one fuli size bed) s to
Rocm {s) with twin beds for two persons $ 10
Room (s) for two, three or four persons (two double beds} 3 to
—— Suite-Parlor and { ) one bedroom { ) two bedrooms 3 10
| will arrive at (a.m./p.m.) on and
depart at {a.m./p.m.} on
This reservation requested by, and to be confirmed to:
NAME MAILING ADDRESS
CITY. STATE ZiP

Piease list names of all additionat persons included in this reservation.
We cannot confirm unless roems requested balance with number of persons fisted.

1. 2.
3. 4.
5. 6.

MAIL TO: Central Housing Bureau
700 Throckmorton
Fort Worth, Texas 76102















STEWARDSHIP (continued)

law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:1-2), To
them, redemption is not just a judicial
pronouncement in a court room some
where in heaven, but it is a life changing
experience which motivates the “new
creature’ to release all his energies into
the Kingdom’s work of his Redeemer.
The work of the Spirit in redemption
establishes a basis upon which the
redeemed may fulfill the TFather’s
purposes, As he is motivated to give
himself in consecrated, obedient service,
the believer realizes he is no fonger “his
own.” It is then that Christ is exalted as
Lord in the life of the believer.

C. The Holy Spirit Exalts Christ as
Lard in the Life of the Believer.

At the descent of the Holy Spirit on
the day of Pentecost, Peter said,
“...God hath made that same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ” {Acts 2:36). This could be said
onty after Jesus had been “by the right
hand of God exalted.” As the
stewardship of the Spirit began at the
exaltation of Jesus, it follows also that
we can become stewards under the
Lordship of Christ, but only as He is
exalted as Lord of our lives by the
operation of the Spirit. Unless the Holy
Spirit reveals to us His lordship, we
cannot know it. Neither then could we
tell it because, . .. no man can say that
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy
Ghost” (1 Cor, 12:8).

As the Lordship of Christ becomes a

reality to the heliever, he can no longer
be content with intellectual stimulation,
or an emotional stirring. This Lordship
demands a complete surrender of the
will. The will surrendered to Christ
remains a free wili, bul it is to move
within a will that is sovereign, It then
becomes quile an impossibility to ignore
our stewardship responsibilities if the
Spirit has exalted Christ as the Lord of
our lives. Can we allow Him to be our
Lord and fail to keep His words? Jesus
said, ““‘And why call ye me, Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which I say?”
(Luke 6:46).

Through the Stewardship of the Holy
Spirit, we become the ones sent forih,
apostles of God’s grace, to a world in
rebellion. We know by word and
experience that ““the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us,” (Rom. 5:5),
and the exhortation of Jesus, “If ye love
me, keep my commandments” (John
14:15). The method or purpose of God
has not changed. When Jesus appeared
to His disciples (except Thomas) after
the resurrection, He said, *. . . Peace be
unto you: as my Father has sent me,
even so send [ you and when he had said
this, he breathed on them, and saith
unto them, receive ve the Holy Ghost:”
(dJohn 20:21-22). The evidence of
Christ’s Lordship was not seen in the
cloven tongues of fire, nor in the many
languages of Pentecostal preaching, but
rather in the power with which they
witnessed and the boldness with which
they spoke., True to the Master's
promise of Acts 1:8, “But ye shall

receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth,”
the power came as He had said. This
power, coming through the stewardship
of the Holy Spirit, made the purposes of
the FFather and Son real to the believer.

The power was evidenced as the
helievers had ail things common, to
meet the needs of the Church in
infancy. It was witnessed in the
preaching of Stephen when “they could
not resist the power and spirit with
which he spake.” It can be observed in
the Gentile church of Antioch, as they
ignored thousands of years of racial
prejudice, and sent provisions to the
Jewish church in Jerusalem. The Spirit’s
power was also felt when He spoke to
the Antioch Church while in prayer and
said, “separate unto me Barnabas and
Saul for the work where unto I have
called them,” and so convinced was the
chuxch by the Spirit’s power that they
sent them forth,

Reatlizing, then, that the Holy Spirit
is the life force of creation, and that He
effecled our redemption, He must be
allowed to exalt Christ as Lord in our
lives. The success of our stewardship
endeavor is dependent upon His
Lordship. Our mission in the world is
not so much dependent on our strength,
intellect, or abilities, but upon our
willingness to be directed by his Spirit.
‘... Not by might, nor by power; but
by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts,”
(Zechariah 4:6). A

The
History
Cornmer

Only recently did we learn that
brother G. W. Million authored not one
but two books about Free Will Baplist
history. One small book we all knew
about. But he co-authored another, with
G. A. Barrett, entitled Brief History of
The Liberal Baplist People. The book
contains 351 pages, and was published
in 1911. It contains a great deal of
material about all Arminian Baptists,
including General Baptists of England
and America, and Free Will Baptists of
the North and South. Particularly
emphasized is the history of Free Will
Baptists in Arkansas and Missouri,

At the present we do nol have a copy

of this book for the Historical

By Mary Wisehart
and Robert Picirilli

Collection, though certainly several of
them ought to be preserved here. Any
readers who know of the whereabouts
of one are encouraged to notify us. One
good brother in Arkansas has loaned us
his for a brief time.

Many of the editorial comments of
the writers of the book are very
interesting; like this one, which refers to
a meeting of the Social Band
Association (Arkansas) held in 1892:

The next association was held
right in one of the Campbellite
strongholds. The members of the
Campbellite Church carried their
Bible in their pockets and challenged

every one of the delegates that they
thought bore a resemblance to the
trees in summer time Lo an argument.
The Campbellites even weni so far as
to go info the altar with their Bible
open in their hands to convince the
pentitents that they were wrong.
They aiso persisted in staying with
the penitents to give advice until
they were removed by pure physical
strength and informed that when
needed they would be called upon.
This advice caused the zeal of the
followers of Campbell to suddenly
abate to a surprising extent. While
the adherents of Alexander Campbell
were walking around with their
Bibles the delegates could be heard
humming:

“My soul be on thy guard,
Ten thousand foes arise.
The hosts of sin are pressing
hard
To draw thee from the skies.”
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EDITOR ANALYZES ORAL ROBERTS’ RETURN TO METHODISM

DALLAS, TEX, {EP) — Why did Oral
Roberts decide to join the Methodist
Church and what have been the
consequences?

Never before completely answered,
these questions received candid
responses from the 54-year-oild
evangelist when interviewed recenily by
Texas Methodist editor Spurgeon M.
Dunnam I1I,

Roberts, reared in the Methodist
Church, said he felt in 1968 a *“‘distinct
awareness of the Holy Spirit” to return
to his Methodist heritage, When he was
critically i} with tuberculosis at the age
of 17 he joined the Pentecostal Holiness
Church because ‘‘they showed an
interest in my affliction. Through their
prayers I was healed.”

Roberts joined Boston Avenue
United Methodist Church in Tulsa in
1968. Although appreciative of his
Pentecostal relationships, Roberts said
he had never been [fully comfortable
outside the Methodist Church and that
“for the first time since I was a boy 1
feel fully at home.”

CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR
CITES BIBLE IN SUPPORT
OF DEATH PENALTY

SACRAMENTO (EP) — Capital
punishment is approved in the Bible,
Governor Ronald Reagan declared here.

Referring to a ruling of the California
Supreme Court in February in which the
death penalty was considered
unconstitutional, Governor Reagan said,
“1 believe society has a right to take a
life to protect society.”

He said he would support an
amendment to the state constitution to
reinstate capital punishment.

On Feb. 18, the California court
dectared that capital punishment was
cruel and unusual, and that it “degrades
and dehumanizes all who participate in
its processes, ™’

SURVEY FINDS VERY
RELIGIOUS MARRIED WOMEN
18-34 HAPPIEST

NEW YORK (EP) — The happiest of al
Americans are very religious married
women, aged 18 to 34, in the
middle-income bracket.

That was the finding of a telephone
survey conducted by the advertising
firm of Balten, Barton, Durstine &
Osborn.

“Unhappiness is approximately five
times higher among non-religicus people
than among those who ¢claim to be ‘very
retigious,” the report stated.

The report concluded: *One wonders
... where are the alienated, anomie,
sick, guijlty, the people at the breaking
point? . .. The average American seems
to be a relatively contended individual.”

in the face of anxieties, Roberts said
he feit convinced that God was leading
him in the direction of joining the
Methodist Church. While contemplating
the move, Roberts admits that he had
two primary anxieties: fear of
misunderstanding and probable loss of
revenue. “Most of my stafl were
appalled by the idea. They knew that
many who had supported me would not
understand that the move was a
response to what I felt was God’s will.
They would think I was compromising
what I believed.”

To some degree his fears
materialized, Response {rom his
supporters was largely negative at first.
“I was charged with having gone liberal,
turning communist and being a
backslider by many of my supporters.
Some claimed inside information that I
had madc a deal to become a bishop in
return for giving Oral Roberts
University to the Methodist Church.
Some Methodists felt my motivation
was to make inroads into Methodism for
personal gain. Nothing could be further
from the truth.”

Roberts said he chose not to answer
the accusations. “I did what I felt the
Lord was leading me to do in joining the
Methodist Church ... Striking out and
answering everyone who criticized me
would have violated the spirit of Jesus.
Jesus didn’t strike back at his critics. He
relied on his personal relationship with
God rather than the opinions of men. 1
try to do the same.”

FRAGMENT OF DEAD SEA
SCROLLS STIRS BIBLE
WORLD

ROME (EP) — Whal might be the
Biblical discovery of the century was
announced here by a Spanish Bibiical
professor,

The Rev, Jose O’Callaghan has pieced
together bits of papyrus found in 1947
among the Dead Sea Scrolls and has
concluded the material dates to around
50 A.D. Until now, the earliest known
New Testament fragmeni was dated
from 135 A.D,

The priest said he thinks he has
succeeded in indentifying one of the
papyrus scraps as Mark 6:52-53 which
tells of Christ walking on the Sea of
Galilee,

If correct, the discovery would mean,
in the words of an associate, that they
could burn several tons of solid German
scholarship, (Many German biblical
scholars and others had placed the
writing of Mark’s gospel around 65
A.D.)

Father O’Callaghan’s thesis is that
the gospel is instead almost
contemporary with the life of Jesus,
assuming that the Qumran fragments are
copies of an original.

HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG’S
SON REPORTEDLY °‘IN THE
BONDS OF SATAN’

PASADENA, CALIF. (EP) - Officials
of the Worldwide Church of God deny
it, but Garner Ted Armstrong, number
two man in the empire built by Herbert
W. Armstrong, is reportedly out of favor
with the Lord and with his father. Eari
Hansen, religion editor of the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer, stated that he was
able to confirm at a Seattle service of
the Woridwide Church of God that
Garner Ted had confessed he was “in
the bonds of Satan.”

The public relations director at
Ambassador College here, one of three
schools operated by the sect in addition
to a vast radio network and literature
outreach, would say only that Garner
Ted was taking a much-needed vacation.

ILLINOIS GOVERNOR TELLS
TEENS BEER OK WITH HIM

CHICAGO (EP) — Ilinois Governer
Richard B. Ogilvie told Chicago
suburban high school students that he
would be in favor of allowing beer
drinking at 18, “but not hard lquor,”

“I think we kid ourselves if we think
you aren’t drinking at 18,” he told
assembled students in the Little Theater
of Oak Park-River Forest High School.

Ogilvie, on tour with his wife to talk
to community leaders, offered his view
of legalized drinking in answer Lo a
question from the students who queried
him on a numher of issues.

He predicted flatly that addictive
drugs will not be legalized (for
nonprescription usage) in two years or
at anylime in the future.

Concerning the death penalty,
Governor Ogilvie said there are “certain
types of crimes for which nothing but
the death penaity is sufTicient.”

GUNSMOKE'S ‘DOC’ SAYS
PRAYER RESTORED HIS
HEALTH

HOLLYWOQOD, CALIF. (EP} ~ “What
happened to Milburn really makes me a
believer,” said James Arness, star of
TV’ popular “Gunsmoke” serjes,

He was referring to 67-year-old
veteran actor Mitburn Stone, the show’s
((Doc.l1

Milburn told a reporter for the
National Enquirer, “I prayed my way
back to life,” following a heart attack in
1968.

“The operation was a success but
God really saved my life,”” Stone toid
the Enquirer. *My wife Jane and I
prayed night and day ... I'm showing
my gratitude now hy telling others to
believe in God. Pray to Him. He is with
yvou all the time,” A
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