





with my ophthaimologist. The diagnosis
was no surprise: The disease had become
active in this eye, and the retina was
being scarred. Treatment with cortisone
and sulfa drug was begun, This same
treatment in my left eye had proven
ineffective after several weeks. The only
other treatment available was extremely
potent, and the doctor was afraid it
would kill me. Within a week | fost all
my central vision in the right eye, | was
now legaily blind with only stight
peripheral vision. 1 was as the blind man
in Mark 8:24 who said, **. . . | see men as
trees, walking.” | could see light and
large objects but could not discern any
details. My entire life-style was suddenly
changed.

| was taking a final class for my
master’s degree at Middle Tennessee
State University in nearby
Murfreesboro. |1 could no longer read,
either to study or to take the
examination, The professor was most
kind in permitting me to tape class
lectures, Then he gave me oral
examinations only on the {ectures.

1 couid no longer drive. | was totally
dependent on my wife and others to
drive me to school, on church visitation
or to see the doctor.

} was accustomed to constant reading
in sermon preparation. | wondered how
| couid gather material and prepare a
sermon. | was also accustomed to
writing out my sermon and relying
heavily on notes in the pulpit. | began
making preparations to use the facilities
offered in the library for the blind and
to learn braille, But what would 1 do
untii 1 learned to read by touch?

Everyone was willing to help. My
wife was a special source of help and
encouragement; | often drew upon her
strength, She would read to me and also
tape her reading. 1 utilized my tape
tibrary and the Bible on records. | found
out that just hearing something is
nothing like reading it so far as
retention is concerned. | would
formulate my sermon in my mind, put
it on tape and memorize it. It was a
strange experience for me to enter the
pulpit with no manuscript. | even

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Bragg is pastor of
the Calvary Free Will Baptist Church of
Nashville, Tennessee. He is a 1976 candidate
for the master’s degree at Middle Tennessee
State University, Murfreesboro,

"To me, the blindness itself was not of

real significance. | am not the first preacher
who ever lost his vision. But the assurance

and confidence was of great significance to me.

It was not my own. ...

rr

memorized my Scripture text,

| would be less than honest if { said
that there were no feelings of
apprehension or moments of fear. There
was. One day at the dinner table | was
having trouble eating because | couid
not see my food weli enough to get it
on the fork. It was frustrating, and the
frustration over so many changes had
been building up for several days. | left
the table and burst into tears. One night
while lying in bed the reality of what
had happened suddenly hit my wife,
What would we do? How would |
support the family? These were the only
times of outward expressions of
emotions. The rest of the time | felt
extremely happy and confident. | could
honestly say even then, “Lord, | thank
you for this experience.”

Some Christian friends were praying
for my healing. | never did. | never felt
any sense of divine direction in that
respect. To the contrary | felt definitely
impressed as to God’s will in the midst
of blindness. To me, the blindness itself
was not of real significance. | am not
the first preacher who ever lost his
vision. But the assurance and confidence
was of great significance to me. It was
not my own: |t was given to me through
the Scriptures. ft was a most blessed
experience worth more than gold,

The first Sunday | preached
following my biindness | tried to
explain to my congregation what was
the source of my strength and
confidence. This confidence was not
based on my emotions. It was not some
fickle feeling or sensation, but rather it
was based on the pure and simple Word
of God. {t was based on the theology
and doctrine of the Scriptures, which
for many are cold and academic but to
me are warm and precious. The
Scriptures that brought comfort were
the ones that spoke of God's
sovereignty as disptayed in His eternal
will and purpose.

j recently heard a preacher on the
radio say that God took a chance when
Me placed Adam and Eve in the garden
and gave them a choice, Nothing could
be further from the truth. Our God is
not a God of chance. He is always in
perfect control and knows exactly what
man will do. In fact, God had already
provided a redeemer before Adam and
Eve were created. God was not taken by
surprise by lsrael’s rejection of the
Messiah. The calling of Abraham, the
choosing of Jaccb, the preserving of
Noah and the calling of Paul, ali reflect
His eternal purpose and will at work. It
wasn't by chance that Jacob happened
at the well when he did. Nor was it
chance that Rachel was on her way
there. It wasn't chance that caused
Pharach’s daughter to go to the river at
the precise time and place that Moses
was discovered. it wasn’t chance that
the caravan happened along when
Joseph’s brothers were debating what
they would do with him, nor was it
chance that the caravan was going to
Egypt. And so runs the truth of His
eternal and sovereign will throughout
history.

| was convinced that His eternai will
was now being accomplished in my life,

_Many Scriptures came to life, such as

Ephesians 1:11, “In whom also we have
obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose
of him who worketh alf things after the
counsel of his own will’"; Philippians
1:6, "’Being confident of this very thing,
that he which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ”; Il Corinthians 3: 18, “But
we al, with open face beholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same image from glory to gtory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” |
accepted my blindness as a part of that
change, and | rejoiced in it,

—y
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{1 SEE MEN AS TREES,
WALKING
{Cont. from page 3}

A prevalent religious philosophy
today says it is never God's will for
believers to be sick or afflicted. It is
always God’s will, they say, to heai
every ailment and to make every
Christian prosperous. Such a philosophy
ignores a vast portion of Scripture and
denies the sovereignty of God. Our
physical circumstances are not limita-
tions in the overall plan and purpose
of God.

An incident in the life of Paut in
Philippians, chapter 1 brings this truth
to light. Paul had been thrown into the
dark and clammy prison of his day. The
Christians at Philippi reasoned from a
natural point of reference and
concluded that his imprisonment was a
total waste. After all, think of what he
couid he accomplishing if he were out
witnessing and preaching. But Paul
replied in verse 12 hy saying, "But |
would ye should understand, brethren,
that the things which happened unto me
have fallen out rather unto the
furtherance of the gospel”; and in verse
21 he expressed the truth of Romans
8:28, “"For | know that this shall turn to
my salvation through your prayer, and
the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,”
This is why Paul could say, “For me to
live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

About 2 months later in midsummer
| began to regain some of my vision.
The doctors discovered that some loss
of vision had been due 1o swelling and
inflammation. Actual scarring had
destroyed only about 1/3 of the retina
in my right eyve. However, the total loss
in the left eye remains the same.

{ have now resumed most of my
normal activities with only a few
limitations. | can read and even drive
with some degree of safety. | do not
want to belittle the miraculous by
claiming a physical miracle. | believe a
miracle would have meant total
restoration of sight in both eyes. | do
not betieve God'’s miracles are partial.

| do, however, claim a spiritual
miracle of grace; and that is far superior
to physical healing. My faith and
confidence in the eternal purpose and
will of God is more certain and more
secure than ever. Praise God for His
sovereign grace! A
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did not forbid the death penalty, but it
did make invalid the laws written by
some of the states.

GOD'S ENDORSEMENT

From the beginningof time civijized
governments have almost without
exception insisted on the death penalty
for murder, treason, and in some
instances, kidnapping and rape,
Wherever you find a strong belief in the
Bible as the Word of God, you find this
belief in capital punishment and
sentiment in favor of its

. implementation. The Bible recognizes
the difference in first and second degree
murder and involuntary manstaughter
{Exodus 21:12-36). The attitude of the
civilized world has always been that for
premeditated or first degree murder the
death penalty should be carried out.

You will recall that it was in the
garden of Eden that the Lord gave most
clear and concise instructions to Adam
and Eve regarding the tree of good and
evil {Genesis 2:17). God told them they
would die’if they ate of it. When they
did eat, they began to die physically and
did die spiritually. As a direct result of
this, man passed death and its penalty
down the line {Romans 5:12). “The
soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel
18:4}; "The wages of sin is death”
{Romans 6:23); “Be not deceived; God
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption” (Galatians 6:7.8). It s,
therefore, a part of God's moral law and
the plan that He instituted in the
beginning which continues until this
day. It is foolish, unscriptural and
immoral that this present evil world
should try to do away with that which
God has decreed for sin.

“Thou shalt not kiil'" {Exodus
20:13} is the sixth of God's Ten
Commandments. It is the shortest of ali;
yet it teaches the sacredness of human
life. It actually is more properly
transtated "Thou shalt do no murder,”
and it is very essential to differentiate
between kiiting and murder.

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Mr. Lee is pastor of
the Victory Free Will Baptist Church,
Goldsbore, North Carolina. The Free Will
Baptist alumnus presently serves on the
National Sunday School Board.

God does not forbid the killing of
animals. He does not forbid the killing
of a thief who breaks into your home:

"It a thief be found breaking up, and be -

smitten that he die, there shall no blood
be shed for him" (Exodus 22:2). You
have a right and responsibility to
protect and care for the safety of your
family. When a man goes off to fight for
his country (even though it be an
“immoral” war}, according to Romans
13 as a citizen of a nation he is duty
bound to do his best without question.
He is not a murderer according to the
Word. This does not make war right, but
the “powers that be” are held in
account for what is done.

The very day that God instituted
human government He made the death
penalty mandatory for murder and
instructed human government to
carry it out! “"Whoso sheddeth man's
blood, by man shall his blood be
shed. .. (Genesis 9:8}). “And God
spake unto Noah, and to his sons with
him, saying, And i, behold, | establish
my covenant with you, and with your
seed after you; ... And God said, This
is the token of the covenant which |
make between me and you and every
tiving creature that is with you, for

perpetual- generations’” (Genesis
9:8,9,12).
Dr. C. I. Scofield says that the

covenant with Noah instituted for the
first time human government of man by
man. Its highest function is the judicial
taking of life. All of man's governmental
powers are implied in the fact that man
is given the responsibility to govern the
world for God,

Arthur W. Pink says that in Genesis
9:6 we have instituted the principle of
human government and man is given the
authority to carry out punishment for
crimes. Before this we read of Cain and
Lamech who killed, but their lives were
not taken because there was no
recognized form of government, Now
God ordains capital punishment for
murder, and this command was given
centuries before Moses received the law
at Sinai.

The reason for the law is pointed out
also by Pink. Man is made "in the image
of God,” and it was both a moral and
natural image (1 Corinthians 11:7 and
James 3:9). It is sinful fo kili & person

‘because he is God’s image.

Andrew Fuller compared the
destroying of a life to defacing a coin
which bears the king's image. Such

action implies hatred for the king, and
anytime one destroys, curses, oppresses
or in any way abuses another he is
defacing an image of the King of kings
and ought to be punished for it

The death penalty was instituted
over 800 years before the law was given
at Sinai; so any argument is in error
which says that it was given as law and
does not apply today. Exodus 21:12-17
was not ceremonial law, This same law
was given in Genesis before Moses was
born even though the details for
penalties were not spelled out, “'He that
smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be
surely put to death” is moral law, not
ceremonial. Thus it applfies today.

MEN'S MISINTERPRETATIONS
In America left-wing radicals want to

abolish the death. penalty. Some would "

say that execution is only legalized
murder. They quote the Ten
Commandments for their support.
However, in so doing they wrongly

- apply the Word of God. There are many

words that mean ""to kill” in our English
language, but they mean different kinds
of deaths. For example, there are
assassinations for political reasons,
killing in war, or one executed by a
government. All those words do not
mean the same ‘kind of killing. The
Hebrew word for kil in the sixth

.commandment is the word for murder.

Certainly the Lord is not contradicting
Himself.

But some would say that the
Christian religion with ait its love shouid
forbid the death penalty. “Let love be
without dissimulation. Abhor that
which is evil; cleave to that which is
good” {Romans 12:9}. But it is
hypocritical love. that never takes sides
against sin. To love the truth is to hate
evil. A man who loves sheep will hate
wolves. The kind of love that has no
principles, reveals no morals, recognizes
no law of God or man as being justified
— that so-called love is false love.

Some reason that if a man is put to
death for murder, he wili have no
chance to repent of his deeds. They
would just turn him loose on society
where he might kil someone else, and
this is often the case. Doesn’t it stand to
reason that the man that is headed for
the electric chair or gas chamber would

e 4
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DEATH PENALTY:
YES OR NO?
{Cont. from page 7}

come nearer repenting if he knew he
were going to die than if he thought he
would be going free in a few years?

You do not find anything about
rehabilitation in the Bible. Why don't
those who have sympathy for the
murderer, the traitor, the rapist and
the kidnapper demonstrate some
sympathy for the victims, the innocent
and those who are slain or their
families? The truth of the matter is that
60% of those who are released from
prison go back into a life of crime,
according to Judge Gale Haden who
presides in a metropolitan court of
Nashville, Tennessee. Releasing the
criminal who ought to be put to death
by the commandment of God does not
make him a better mant

Some misguided hearts tell us that
the death penalty does not keep anyone
from murder, but rational thinking
people know better, The New Orleans
Time-Picayune carried the story of Dr.
Henry Haye, a psychiatrist who serves at
Glendaie Adventist Hospital in
California.

Dr. Haye admitted that when he was
12 years old he made plans to kill his
stepfather. He even bought a rifle by
mail order. What kept him from doing
it? The realization that he himself might
die kept him from killing the one he
hated. Dr. Haye declared that the death
penalty /s a deterrent to crime. He
described it as a wall which indicates the
limits to which we can go in a free
society. But in order for the wall to be
useful, it must be real and firm so
people will avoid it. He declared that
the death penalty ought to be final and
resolute., “If you do this, this will
happen, period.”

It was not long ago that King Faisal’s
murderer was executed by decapitation,
In Saudi Arabia capital punishment is
prescribed for murder unless the
defendant is found to be insane. The
Koran, the Mohammedan scriptures,
prescribes chopping off the heads of
killers, the hands of criminals, the
stoning of adulterers and the
imprisonment of petty criminals. The
resutits are that Saudi Arabia has one of
the lowest crime rates in the entire

world. Public executions and maimings
surely serve as a deterrent to crime.

Some loudly declare that the death
penalty is discriminatory. It is true that
more blacks were put to death than
whites. it is also true that the crime rate
among blacks is higher than among the
whites; therefore, a larger proportion of
blacks receive the death penalty. The
simple reason for this is the fact that
more black people murder and are
murdered.

lHlinois State Senator Raymond
Ewing, a black man who refused to vote
for a moratorium on the death penalty
in 1llinois, said, ‘I realize that most of
those who would face the death penalty
are poor, black, and friendless. { also
realize that most of their victims are
poor, black, friendless, and DEAD.”

No one is a real friend of minority
groups who does not want them to have
the same advantages and the same
penalties as others get under the same
faw. A black murderer is just as guilty as
a white murderer, and both ought to get
the death penaity.

GOD’'S PLAN: LAW AND ORDER

God’s law of capital punishment has
never been repealed nor altered. 1t is not
sensational, It is not cruel and unusuat
punishment, It is a primary principle of
God’'s plan for law and order. It was
God who sent the flood. It was God
who burned Sodom and Gomerrah. He
is a God of justice, and He is a God of

mercy; but He knows that mercy
without justice is anarchy!
Ecclesiastes 8:11 says, ‘'Because

sentence against an evil work is not

executed speedily, therefore the heart

of the sons of men is fully set in them
to do evil.” That is what Justice Oliver
Wendell Holmes meant when he said,
“Justice postponed is justice defeated.””

The assassin of President Witliam
McKinley was executed 53 days after
his crime. The wouild-be assassin of
President-elect Frankiin D, Rooseveit
and murderer of the one who was with
Roosevelt at the time was tried,
sentenced and executed within 33 days.
Today, however, trials are put off and
postponed until the public forgets. As a
result many criminals go free, or their
punishment is never carried out.

it was in 1965 that the whole
country was shocked when Richard
Speck brutally killed 8 young nurses.
His lawyer at the trial said he looked
dazed. That's believable! What should

he have {ooked like — like he had been
to a Sunday school social? He is still
{ivingl Charles Manson was tried and
convicted for 7 murders, and he is still
tiving.

Deadly diseases require pungent
remedies. Parole is not the answer. The
late J. Edgar Hoover said on one
occasion that of 639 offenders involved
in police killings, 77% had been
previously arrested. He also stated that
2/3 of the police killers had been
granted parole or probation and that 3
out of every 10 were actively on parole
or probation when they Killed the
officers.

Murder in the hiblical sense includes
the deliberate taking of the life of
another. This includes suicide (except
when the individual is deranged) and
infanticide or abortion. When people
consider the coming of a child a
domestic nuisance or social
inconvenience, it is pretty sad,

One who wiltfully and deliberately
robs another of his life commits the
greatest of evils. Society will forgive a
person for aduttery, for stealing or for
being an atheist. But when a man takes
the life of another, he takes something
he can never return. The sin of murder
is not like any other crime. No wonder
God decreed in His Word, "“Whoso
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his
blood be shed” {Genesis 9:6).

The death penalty to be executed by
the government acting in the capacity of
God's agent is clearly taught in both the
Olid and New Testaments. No man who
is a Bible believer can honestly and
intelligently speak against the death
penalty for capital crimes. To do so is to
deny the Word and to deny morality
and the authority of God. God's laws of
sowing and reaping and of sin and
punishment are eternal. If they are not
faced here, they will be faced in that
great judgment to come, where justice
will be done without error.

THE AUTHOR EXPRESSES his
indebtedness to the following men from
whom he has read and wused materials
regarding the subject under diseussion: Dr.
John R. Rice and the Sword of The Lord;
Rev. Wayne B. Smith, pastor of Southland
Christian Church, Lexington, Kentucky; and
Rev, E. L. Bynum, pastor of Tabernacle
Baptist Church, Lubbock, Texas; as well as
Christian Victory magazine. o









1,500—SEAT AUDITORIUM PLANNED FOR GOLDSBORO CHURCH

GOLDSBORO, N.C. — The Reverend
Frank Davenport, pastor of the Faith
Free Will Baptist Church here, recently
announced plans to construct a new
auditorium to seat 1,600 and a second
educational building for the Faith
Christian Academy, which is sponsored
by the church. The new buildings wil
be on the 18-acre site which the church
and academy now occupy on Highway
70 West.

The projected cost of the new
structures is $600,000, Pastor
Davenport expressed to his people the
desire to raise the first $100,000 in cash
and finance the remainder of the cost
through a bond program. To initiate the
first $100,000 campaign, Bobby Floars,
a laymember in the church and local car
dealer, presented the church with a gift
of 23 acres of land on the outskirts of
Goldsboro. Mr. Davenport stated that
the land will be sotd and the money
placed in the building fund.

The tentative plans for the new
auditorium calli for seating to
accommodate 1,000 people on the
ground floor and another 500 in the
balcony. The new educational building
will be a two-story structure with the
first floor being utilized for Sunday
school «classes and other church
functions while the second floor will

NEW HAMPSHIRE CHURCH
DESTROYED BY FIRE

LITTLETON, N.H. — The Littteton
Free Will Baptist Church was destroyed
by fire Monday night, January 19, The
building was a complete loss with all
records and contents destroyed. Among
the rubble was found a plague that had
been made in Bible school last summer,
The inscribed words “‘Jesus Never Fails’’
were unmarred.

Pastor Harlan DeBrun shared with his
people the truth that “the building may
be gone, but the church is still here,”’

Although the building and contents
were not adequately covered by
insurance, the congregation is making
tentative arrangements to rebuild.

The church was organized August 9,
1959, as a result of the pioneer ministry
of Mack Owens and the Nationaj Home
Missions Board. Former pastors include
Bill Evans, Eddie Reddick and Bob
Breeden.

provide space for elementary
classrooms. These 2 new structures will
boost the number of buildings on the
church property to 5. Besides the
present church building the church
property includes an educational
building, a gymnasium and a day-care
building. With the addition of the new
structures, Mr. Davenport said the value
of the property, buildings and
furnishings will be approximately 1.5
million dollars.

Faith Church was organized 14 years
ago and is presently averaging
approximately 550 in attendance for
Sunday morning worship. The academy,
which was built @ years ago, now has an
enroliment of 460 students.

CHRISTIAN WORKERS’
INSTITUTE PLANNED
FOR FLORIDA AREA

PENSACOLA, FLA., —~ The Christian
Workers’ {nstitute of Scottsmoor,
Florida, is sponsoring a Christian Life
Conference April 12-19 at the Beulah
Free Will Baptist Church in Pensacola.
The Conference is expected to attract
participants from Florida and nearby
states,

Speaking during the pre-Easter week
institute are Daniel Merkh, former
missionary to France and present pastor
of First Free Will Baptist Church of
Richmond, Virginia; Richard Kennedy,
pastor of Temple Free Wifl Baptist
Church in Greenville, North Carolina;
and Graeme Savage, president of the
Christian Workers' Institute and
coordinator and director of this
conference.

Each morning of the week Mr.
Savage will conduct a Bible study based
on “The Holy Spirit: His Person and
Work."” Besides the daily missions
emphasis led by Mr. Merkh, the program
inciudes a different seminar each
afternoon. The timely topics to be
covered are bus ministries, church

motivation, effective visitation and
Christian growth,
Pastor Lindberg Bass states that

limited accommodations are availabie
on a reservation basis. In addition, the
noon meal wiil be provided at the
church. For further information write
the Christian Workers' Institute, P.O,
Box 179, Scottsmoor, Florida 32775.

KENTUCKY CHURCH
COMPLETES THIRD PHASE
OF EXPANSION

PAINTSVILLE, KY. — The third step
of expansion for the Southside Free Wil
Baptist Church was culminated
November 18, 1975, with the
dedication of their new sanctuary. The
record Sunday school attendance of 456
was reached that day according to
Pastor Eddie Young. The Rev. Homer
Willis, a former pastor now of Nashvitle,
Tennessee, delivered the dedicatory
message,

The new auditorium was completed
at a cost of approximately $208,000. 1t
will seat* 550 people with its overflow
facitities, The building stands in a
prominent position alongside U.S. 23
Bypass, adjacent to the former church
property. The new structure is located
on a site which formerly housed a
service station. The property was
purchased by the church for $90,000,
After this first step they entered the
second phase of their expansion which
was the construction of a Sunday school
annex onto the old church at an
approximate cost of $50,000. The
annex contains 5 Sunday school rooms,
kitchen, church office and rest rooms.
Pastor Young stated that by the time
the annex was finished, the church had
the money to pay for it in full plus
$16,000 to go toward the construction
of the new sanctuary.

During the past 3 years there have
been over 200 decisions for Christ made
at the Southside Church. For the tast 3
months of 1975 the average Sunday
school attendance was 272. Four buses
and one van are now being utilized in
the church’s bus ministry. They also
have a deaf ministry under the direction
of Mrs. Paul Province and operate a
Christian day school for kindergarten
age under the direction of Rev. Larry
Burton. {n addition the church sponsors
a radio program on a local station each
weekday.

Pastor Young feels that the progress
of the church in reaching out into the
community to win souls is because the
congregation js composed of people
who are willing to pay the price for this
outreach. This is indicated by the active
visitation program of the church and the
sacrifices made by the group in order to
finance the expansion of the church

facitities,
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newsfront

{continued)

PATRIOTIC TRIBUTE
BRINGS OVER 500 TO
NORTH CAROLINA CHURCH

GOLDSBORO, N.C. — "I L.ove America
Day,”” a ftribute to the nation’s
Bicentennial, was observed at Victory
Free Will Baptist Church Sunday,
January 18, with arecord crowd of 520
people present. Pastor George Lee
stated that the previous high attendance
was 401,

Contributing to the success of this
special day were the distinguished
speakers appearing on the program.
They were Thomas Strickiand, Eighth
District senator and current
gubernatorial candidate; Henson Barnes,
Ninth District representative and
candidate for the senate; Ben
Strickland, mayor of Goldsboro; and
Eugene Price, editor of the Goldsboro
News-Argus. Several laymen of the
church also assisted in special aspects of
the program. Special music was
furnished by the Charles B. Aycock

High School Falconettes and
Falconaires,
Mayor Strickland spoke on

“Freedom of Assembly”; Editor Price
spoke on ‘Freedom of the Press';
Representative Barnes, on “Freedom of
Speech™; and Senator Strickland, on
“Freedom of Worship.” Pastor Lee
delivered the message of the hour
entitled “The Need of America.”

in promotion of the patriotic day the
church took a full-page, paid
advertisement in the local paper on the
Friday preceding the service. Despite
snow flurries and a record winter cold
chill, this and other publicity was
largely responsible for the
record-breaking attendance. An air of
expectancy prevailed throughout the
congregation in the days preceding the
special Sunday, This enthusiasm and the
assistance of members contributed to
the day’s success, according to Pastor
Lee. The church has seen consistent
growth since Brother Lee began his
ministry with the group 3 years ago.
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your Qlﬁs to the . . .
COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
January 1976
RECEIPTS:
State Jan. "76 Jan. 75 Yr.
Co-op Design. to Date
I Alabama $ ... $ ... % 62531 $ ...
Arkansas 2,047.35 (20.00}) 849.40 2,047.35
California 712.20 Can 558.56 712.20
Florida 1,131.93 725.70 1,131.93
Georgia 301.02 150.20 301.02
Idaho Cas 86.58 e
Illinois 989.89 1,590.93 989.89
Towa 161.40 AN 161.40
Kansas - 252.16 S
' Maryland 251.95 35.00 251.95
Mississippi 51.80 207.73 51,80
Missouri e . 2,606.83 -
North Carolina 100.00 (50.00) 150.61 100.00
North West Assoe. - S 52.23 -
Ohio 4,432.10 P 1,655.30 4,432.10
Oklahoma 11,606.95 (11,369.71) 4,384.52 11,606.95
Tennessee 59,10 A 265.13 59.10
Texas 144.38 25.00 144.38
Virginia 21.08 60.52 21.08
Totals $22,011.15 $14,081.71 $22,011.15
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office 6,390.35 (1,121.75)  5,638.80 6,390.35
Foreign Missions 5,051.22 (3,693.75) 2,835.01 5,051.22
Bible Coilege 3,014,11 {(1,667.62) 1,856.71 3,014.11
Home Missions 2,956.15 (2,001.15}  1,630.39 2,956.15
Church Training Serv.  1,917.17 (1,121.75) 940.08 1,917.17
Retirement & Ins. 1,535.76 (899.39) 795.78 1,535.76
Layman’s Board 751.47 (565.88) 314.96 751.47
Commission on Theo-
logical Liberalism 147.67 {(121.17) 69,98 147.67
Miscellaneous 247.25 (247.25) can 247.25
Totals $22,011.16 $14,081.71 $22,011.15

FWBBC ENROLLS 490 FOR SECOND SEMESTER

NASHVILLE, TENN, — Free Will
Baptist Bible College enrolled 490
students for second semester bringing
the 1975-76 schoo! year enrollment to
615, says Dr. Robert E, Picirilii,
registrar, The first semester enroilment
was 540,

The number enroiled increased
slightly over last year’'s total but falls
short of the record 637 who attended in
1973-74.

Nearly 40 percent of this year's
student body is preparing for the
pastorate or the mission field.
Ministerial students numbered 196 with
44 others preparing for missionary
service.

A record 83 students plan to
graduate in the spring. f they complete
their studies, 59 will receive B.A.'s, 14
B.S.'s, 6 Bible Diplomas, and 4 Business
Certificates. a



SPECIAL REPORT:

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
AFFECTING THE CHURCH

In order to keep CONTACT readers
informed about current legisiative issues
affecting the church, periodic reports
will be given concerning bills pending
before Congress. Christians should
exercise their rights of citizenship to
secure copies of the bills in question and
study them carefully. The Christian
should personally write his congressman
or senator and express his views. Since
form letters have little value or effect,
each letter should be personally written
in a positive and gracious manner, giving
specific reasons why the person agrees
or disagrees.

Rufus Coffey, executive secretary of
the National Association of Free Will
Baptists, states there are 2 specific
pieces of legislation that have serious
ramifications according to information
received from Congressman John B.
Conlan, who is an outstanding,
evangelical Christian. The pending bills
are the Youth Camp Safety Act and the
Child and Family Services Act.

YOUTH CAMP SAFETY ACT

Pending now in the U.S, Senate is the
Youth Camp Safety Act passed by the
House of Representatives in spring,
1976, This act, numbered S. 422 in the
Senate, would force federal health and
safety standards on some 15,000 private
and church camps (retreat centers,
conference grounds, etc.} and could
grant extensive government control over
camp programs, staffs and children.

With an initial annual budget of $7.5
miition, the new office for Youth Camp
Safety would duplicate services already
offered at state and local levels and add
another army of federal regulators to
public payrolls.

Through this act the Secretary of
Health, Education, and Welfare would
gain broad, undefined, subjective
powers over camps with HEW

administrators and inspectors given the
authority to close camps, remove
directors and levy fines on camp
directors and counselors (full-time,
part-time or volunteer) who direct
camps or counset campers, Under this
bifl federal officials may also gain
jurisdiction over qualifications of camp
personnel, ratio of staff to campers,
diversity of site use, and buitding and
site design,

In justifying new federal regulations
for camps, supporters of the Youth
Camp Safety Act deny its threat to the
camping industry, saying it will only set
standards and ‘‘suggest’” compliance.
But bureaucrats inevitably run wild with
rules which carry the weight of law,
smaothering citizens with red tape and
impossible demands.

After analyzing the Youth Camp
Safety Act, directors of some of the
finest Christian camps in  America
believe the bill could close their
ministries to thousands of children on
superficial and controversial criteria —
criteria which could require plant and
equipment modifications costing tens of
thousands of dollars.

CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES
ACT

Under the pretense of providing a
“service’’ for working women, the Child
and Family Services Act {(H.R. 2966 in
the House and S. 626 in the Senate) is
presenting a blueprint for
‘*social-reconstruction” in  America,
giving the federal government a primary
role in almost every aspect of child
rearing.

The bill is currently pending in the
House Select Education Committee and
the Senate Subcommittee on Children
and Youth, but it could receive
{egislative action at any time.

When similar legislation was passed in
1971, former President Nixon vetoed it,
saying it was “the most radical piece of
legislation to emerge from the
Ninety-second Congress,” He added that
any benefits of the bill were outweighed
by the ‘‘fiscal irresponsibility,
administrative unworkability, and
family weakening implications of the
system it envisions.”™

Each year the Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare alone pumps
more than 13.2 hillion taxpayer-dollars
into some 200 programs either directly
or indirectly affecting the health,
education or welfare of American
chiidren, Yet H.R. 2966/S. 626 would
require an additional $150 million for
fiscal year 1976... and $1 billion in
1978, to duplicate services already
offered by a proliferation of
mushrooming and often carelessly run
federal agencies.

Proprietary day-care centers would
be highly restricted in providing services
under the hill, tending to force small
private day-care centers out of business.
The new system would bypass state and
local governments in such diverse
services and activities “'as the Secretary
of HEW deems appropriate,”” thus
assuming at the Federal level parents’
responsibilities for the care and
development of children,

The social-engineering aspects of the
Child and Family Services Act include
stipulations to hire “‘otherwise
unemployed”” persons for child-care
programs; teach “minority history’ in
child-care centers; insure a “full
socioeconomic-mix’’ in child groups,
while giving priority to the poor. Such a
program would reduce the distinctive
qualities of American children to create
a homogeneous mass, and give social

oy
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OUR WOMEN SPEAK

o

A

By Mary Kelton

When my family and | were living in
the big city of Fresno, California, |
never had an opportunity to do any
canning or freezing of foods.

My husband, Darwin Kelton,
accepted a pastorate in Burley, 1daho, in
August, 1975. The first Sunday he
preached, one of the tadies came up to
me and said, “'Sister Kelton, do you do
any canning or freezing?” 1 said, 'No,
but | know how to milk a cow!” We
both faughed, and she shook my hand.

“t'H teach you, and I'H give you some
green beans to start with,’”’ she
promised.

So, that next Monday | went over to

vV Thank You for

Choosing God !

Mrs. WVirgie Dobbins® home and
proceeded to learn how to can. We
canned 24 quarts of green beans; had
good fellowship, 2 cups of coffee and 2
Twinkies; and | left for home.

! brought the jars of green beans
home just as proud as could be of my
first attempt at canning. in the bottom
of one of the boxes that | was carrying,
{ noticed a little piece of paper stuck in
the corner. | took it out and read what
was printed on it. “Thank you for
choosing Kerr. For best results in

canning or freezing, follow these

directions:

1. Examine jars — for cracks, nicks,
etc,

2. Wash jars in hot soapy water. Scald.

3. Select fresh, firm {not overripe}
foods,

4, Prepare according to recipe.

. Fill jars with your selection loosely
to 1 inch of top of jar.

. Add liquid.

. Wipe sealing edge.

. Place scalded Kerr {id on jar firmly.

. Place jars on rack in canner and
process required length of time.

10. When jars are cold {3-way Test for

Seal),

1. Hear — the seal

2. See — the seal

3. Feel — the seal.

11. When jars are cold and sealed, store
in cool place.”

MNow, why don't | about-face to use
this for the Lord by saying, “Thank you
for choosing God.” For best results in
becoming firmly grounded in vyour
salvation, follow these directions:

1. Examine your life for sins.

2. Determine to wash vyour life with
the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ
by faith believing.

3. Select the prayer of repentance.

4. Prepare vyourself for service
according to the Scriptures.

5. Fill your mind with knowledge by
reading the Bibie.

6. Add more to your knowledge and

%3]
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LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
AFFECTING THE CHURCH
{Cont. from page 15}
scientists free rein with millions of
children.

In surnmary this act would overlap
extensive government services now
available; unnecessarily deplete a
strained national budget; bypass state,
locat and parental responsibility in child
care; threaten existing church and other
private child-care centers; and influence
children with value systems which may
seriously conflict with those of their
parents.

The act stems from the White House
Conference on Children in 1270. This
conference was dominated by people
who believed children were wards of the
state and that rearing of children is a
function of society. The Emergency
Committee for Children of Washington,
D.C. calls the bill “totalitarian, and
repugnant to the principles of a free

society.” The results of these proposed
“federal orphanages” is predicted by
Congressman John Rarick: “The next
generation of Americans will not learn
liberty and individuality at their
mother’s knee, but rather will be
developed to perpetuate the one-world
egalitarian system of anti-Christ.”
Operating under the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare, this
office of Child and Family Services
would have power for “establishing,
maintaining and operating . .. day-care
in homes or centers which provide
educational, heaith, nutrition, and social

services . . . including before-and
after-school and summer programs.”
Part of these programs will be

“diagnosis, identification, and treatment
of ... mental, psychological and
emotional barriers.”

Mr. Rick Adams of the Bob Jones
University staff writes in The Projector
that “parent” in the Mondale-Brademas
Bill is not defined in the dictionary
sense as a “father or mother.,” The biil

defines a parent as “any person who has
primary day-to-day responsibility for
any child.”” in the hands of a
government bureaucrat this broad
definition will undoubtedly be used to
push aside rightful parents in favor of
social workers and teachers who
regularly supervise children,

Congressman John Schmitz likened
the bill to the youth camps of Hitler's
Nazi Germany, “Indoctrinating children
with a loyaity to the government so
fanatical that it would take precedent
over their loyalty and love for their own
parents.”

In a memorandum to Mr. Coffey,
Tennessee’s bth district Congressman
Clifford Allen states, ”’| have received a
large volume of communications on the
subject of the Child and Family Services
Act, S.626 and HR2966. | have heen
advised that many persons may be
disturbed by what they have heard
about this legislation and it is possible
that, in at least some cases, some
misinformation may have been spread.”















