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How pastoral changes affect the minister and his family.

e

By Jim Shepherd

ost boys spend a fair share

of their youth lost in dreams

that take them to a care-
free, idyllic land where there’s no trash
to carry and no chores to do. My
personal paradise sprouted from the
rich history of the Plains Indians of
western Oklahoma, my homeland.

An afternoon horseback ride would
transform a freckie-faced schoolboy
into an Arapaho warrior. Bedrooms
and brussels sprouts were gladly ex-
changed for teepees and buffalo jerky.
Give me the life of a nomad.

Most little boys grow up and settle
down to a more permanent lifestyle.
Others are called to preach. We
preachers have no need to join No-
mads Anonymous with the hope of
reforming. Our greatest concern is
learning the new address and phone
number.

Unlike the innocent daydreams of
boyhood, our mobile lifestyle is sea-
soned with frustrations, trauma and
unruly emotions. Changing pastorates
results in some of the greatest crises
the pastoral family will experience.

e Meditatiq!!..,?

Since only a small percentage of our
traveling tribe has divine and congre-
gational permission to spend alifetime
at the same address, we would be well-
advised to recognize the impact that
pastoral change has on the minister
and his family,

Whose Idea Is This?

Not every pastor skips up to the
local U-Haul dealer with a spring in his
step and a song on his lips. Not every
family member responds with a hearty
cheer to the news that the family will
be moving. The response of the par-
sonage family is largely determined by
factors which necessitated the move,

God's will is reported to be the
number one cause for pastor resigna-
tions and dismissals. The potential for
happiness is increased when, in reality,
the Sovereign has directed His servant
from one church to another. Honesty
compels us to admit that God doesn’t
always get a ballot when the decision is
being made. More than a few children
develop long-lasting resentment for

God because He keeps moving Daddy
around, or so they are told.

Pastor-church conflict, if improper-
ly handled, can prompt the pastor’s
departure. The three responses to
conflict are: {1) Ignore it and live with
it; (2) Run from it; and, (3) Work to
resolve it.

Pastors and congregations often
accept alternatives to conflict-resolu-
tion that are not biblical. Unwarranted
quilt results when a warring faction
refuses to meet a well-meaning man at
the peace table. Scars accumulate as
unresolved conflicts brand a man’s
ministry.

Philosophical differences may be-
come so great between the shepherd
and his sheep that a move is required.
As the servani-leader evaluates the
facts and chooses a course of action,
he must never ignore the faith and
integrity of God's people. A wiseleader
recognizes that most differences can -
be treated in positive ways that
strengthen the ministry and witness of
the gospel.

A change may follow the preacher’s
realization that he’s merely an interim
pastor. This unofficial office often exists
after the service of along-term pastor,
an unusually successful pastor, a pas-
tor who died in office, or a pastoral
term that created deep divisions within
the congregation.

Although an interim ministry will be
limited in duration, it will play a major
rolein the church’s future if the pastor
accepts his short-term role without
rancor. Great personal satisfaction
can be derived from selfless service as
the pastor enables a reluctant congre-
gation to leave a sad or tumultuous
past and take a healthy step into the
future.

Who Won?

The scoreboard at an athletic event
reports only one aspect of the game—
the score. It has no concern for the
quality of performance, the ebb and
flow of the game, the breaks and
errors, nor the comparative abiiity of
the opponents. The scoreboard mere-
Iy declares winners and losers.

As apastorreftects on his service in
a church, he expetiences a natural



impulse to determine the winners and
losers. His scoreboard may pit pastor
against deacon, trustee or some other
significant person. A deadly tempta-
tion invites the man of God to exuit in
his courage and ability when he wins
and to transfer blame and responsibil-
ity when he loses.

The men of the ministry must realize
that heaven tallies the score differently.
It reports the struggle of one man
against two opponents named “Faith-
ful Servant” and “Unfaithful Servant.”
{Consider God’s standard for Ezekiel’s
ministry in Ezekiel 2.)

We soon recognize that the greatest
foes are found within the pastor’s
heart, and his advice to the parson
would be “Conquer your heart!” A
man’s inability or unwillingness to fight
thereal battle often leads him to set up
personal conflicts with parishoners
wherein manipulation and power carry
the day.

At stake in the pastor-church rela-
tionship is the pastor’s self-esteem and
his opinion of the church. The man
who competes for the upper hand will
experience increasing animosity to-
ward the church and seek further
domination and revenge. He will also
encounter personal frustration with
the ministry if he “loses” too frequent-
Iy,

On the other hand, the pastor who
seeks to serve an imperfect church in
the spirit of Christ discovers an in-
creasing awareness of his own need
for the grace of God, and he wil
develop a growing appreciation for the
faith and service of the body of Christ.
Who won? The score is not important
when pastor and church are at peace
with themselves and with God.

Good-Bye, Pink Panther

My wife and I observed an annual
ritual prior to Christmas. With dread
and determination, we entered our
daughters’ playroom with one pur-

pose. We had to make room for the.

yuletide arrival of new dolls, toys and
games.

Working feverishly, we tossed the
dismembered and discarded into plas-
tic, twist-top containers. Behind us
came the sounds of a tearful voice.
Our eldest daughter could barely
choke out the words, “Good-bye, Pink
Panther.” What was only a long-for-

gotten stuffed animal to us was a
constant reminder of a day at the
circus for Casey.

The heart serves up surprising sen-
sations of sorrow and pain as the time
approaches to park the moving van at
the parsonage door. Those acts of
mercy and friendship, significant at the
time but long since forgotten, race
through everyone’s mind.

A man with a lesser calling would
return an empty van and refuse to
leave home, but the preacher recog-
nizes that these heartaches are an
occupational hazard.

But wait a minute. Mom and the
kids have feelings, too. They may not
mind the fact that Daddy is a preacher,
but they do get a littte aggravated at his
gadabout ways. While we preachers
are occupied with ministry demands,
our families are busy with life. They
make friends. They get involved in the
community and the schools. They
even learn to like their latest home.
Sometimes.

A preacher’s son told me that he
finally gave up on friendships because
he knew that they soon would be
ended. His response was to retreat
into the friendly privacy of his room.
For him, it was easier to be lonely than
it was to go through an endless cycle of
making and ending relationships.

Some wounds are inevitable, but
are all necessary? | offer the following
thoughts for the pastor who is inter-
ested in being as faithful to his family as
he is to his calling.

First, is a pastoral change neces-
sary? We should stay where we are
unless leaving is the only option that
the Lord or the congregation offers us.

Second, how will each family mem-
ber be affected by a move? Give
special attention to the needs of each
member of your household,

Third, involve the entire family in
the decision and subsequent transi-
tion. Invite them to pray with you
about God’s will. Help them express
their love for the friends soon to be left
behind.

Help them forgive people and forget
circumstances that have been hurtful
or unpleasant, Create a sense of antici-
pation for the opportunities that the
future holds. The difficulties of moving
cannot be eliminated, but they can be
minimized with prayerful, thoughtful
effort,

Managing The Crisis

A crisis is a circumstance that calls
for action. It is neither positive nor
negative. Rather than seeking to elimi-
nate the crisis, which is impossible, the
problem-solver seeks to discover
heaithy solutions which bring good
from the circumstance.

As long as there are pastors and
churches, there will be pastoral
changes and personal crises. Bitter-
ness, resentment, alienation and de-
pression will struggle to gain suprema-
cy over love, patience, forgiveness,
and humility.

The final days of a man’s service to
a church provide a true test of his
ministry and spirituality. The manner
in which he handles the crises of those
difficult days tells the secrets of the
heart.

A wise deacon once advised me to
never burn bridges. I've learned that
those fires are ignited with attitudes
that are contrary to the mind of Christ.

A nomad never leaves home. He
knows that home is wherever happi-
ness and life are found. Sure, movingis
difficult, but we will learn the new
address and phone number. We will
find the shopping mall. We will make
friends. We will have a ministry. We
will make a home in that new place.
We will serve with gladness. A

ABQUT THE WRITER: ReverendJim Shepherd
is vice-president of student affairs at Hillsdale
Free Will Baptist College, Moore, Oklahoma.
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the mezzanine level, but we’ll have
room for 2,000 on the arena floor in
front of the stage.

What about hotel costs?

Now, that question’s a bit tricky.
You'd better plan to invest between
$45 and $65 per day for a hotel room,
depending on where you stay and how
many stay with you. Check the housing
form in this issue.

All five hotels allow children under
18 to stay free in the room with
parents, if you use existing bedding. |
wouldn’t order a rollaway bed unless it
was necessary, since they range from
$8 to 315 extra, and could kick up the
room rate for a family,

You don’t have parking
problems, do vou?

Got some bad news for yvou. Park-
ing in downtown Nashville is no fun
except onSunday. ] advise you to park
your car in the hotel garage where you
stay and leave it.

Two of our convention hotels—the
Maxwell House and the Ramada Inn
Downtown—provide free parking for
registered guests. The other three
hotels-——Hyatt Regency, Radisson
Plaza, Sheraton Nashville—charge $2
to $4 daily.

For those who must drive in each
day, the Municipal Auditorium park-
ing garage has 500 spaces and charges
between $3 and $4. But be careful
here, you know how public parking
garages operate—f{irst come, first
served.

Oh, if you drive a church bus to the
convention, check with the hotels
where you register. The Belt Captains
cangiveyou directions where to park.

How far doI have to walk?

Better bring an umbrella. The
weatherman promises sunshine for
convention week. Even though the
Nashville temperature averages 90 de-
grees during July, we also average 3.8
inches of rain that month. Knowing us,
we'll get the whole load while you're
walking from your hotel to Municipal
Auditorium,

The hotels nearest to Municipal
Auditorium are the Radisson Plaza
and the Ramada Inn Downtown, both
less than three blocks away. The Hyatt
Regency is between three and four

blocks away, the Sheraton Nashville
about eight blocks.

The Maxwell House is about two
miles away. BUT you get free parking,
the newest hotel and probably the best
coffeein Tennessee—Maxwell House,
what else!

What’s the
headquarters hotel?

The Hyatt Regency is the head-
quarters hotel and the hub of most
convention activities.

For what it's worth, most youth
activities also meet in the Hyatt Re-
gency. Woman's National Auxiliary
Convention activities, except the
Tuesday business meeting and dinner,
meet at Radisson Plaza.

Sorry, there’s simply not enough
room in any one hotel to house every-
one and everything.

We've blocked almost 1,200 rooms
for the Free Will Baptist Conventionin
downtown hotels. They include;

Hyatt Regency —400 rooms
Radisson Plaza —250 rooms
Sheraton Nashville = —250 rooms
Maxwell House —175 rooms
Ramada Inn- 100 rooms
Downtown

Don’t wait. Get your housing form
in the mail before sundown. Hotel
rooms in Nashville this summer wil] be
scarce as politicians in heaven. July is
a peak tourist month here. You've
been warned.

Who's preachin’ this vear?

Oh, are you gonna like the preach-
ing menu this July! The convention
theme is “Focusing On Free Wili Bap-
tists” and features four outstanding
men with more than 130 years experi-
ence between them.,

Reverend HermanHersey, director
of the Retirement and Insurance De-
partment, leads off Sunday morning
with a message on denominational
stewardship. Hersey, 59, also serves
as executive secretary of the Free Will
Baptist Foundation.

Monday eveningDr. L. C. Johnson,
71-year-old statesman, will help dele-
gates recall lessons from our past
since 1935. Dr. Johnson, now retired,
is a former moderator of the National
Association. However, he’s best known
for his leadership at Free Will Baptist

Bible College where he was president
for 34 years before stepping down in
1979,

Tuesday evening, Dr. Alton.oveless
turns the convention spotlight on
where the denomination is at present,
Dr. Loveless, 47-vear-old executive
secretary for the Ohio State Associa-
tion, knows what it means to survive

—

Herman Hersey

L. C. Johnson

Alton Loveless

Floyd Wolfenbarger
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under pressure—a preacher since age
17, chairman of the Historical Com-
mission, 12-year member of the Sun-
day School Board, editor, writer,
meeting planner, bookstore manager,
workshop leader, pastor, educator and
maore.

The new kid on the block, 36-year-
oldRussellville, Arkansas pastor, Fioyd
Wolfenbarger, points the denomina-
tion toward the future Wednesday
evening. Reverend Wolfenbarger be-
gan preaching at age 12 and has served
in numerous leadership positions—
pastor, Ohio State Association mod-
erator, General Board member, Exe-
cutive Committee member, confer-
ence speaker and writer.

A nursery this vear?

Nope. There’s no nursery in Nash-
vile. This is another of those take-
care-of-it-yourseif conventions.

SoifJunior is at that “be careful” or
“don’t touch it” age, this should give
you enough lead time to leave him with
Grandma or make other arrange-
ments.

Any special
meals planned?

You betcha. In fact there are 18
catered meals planned for conferees.
Got something for everybody ranging
from an eight-girl, by-invitation-only
board breakfast to a Tuesday after-
noon, 1,000-person banquet that’s the
centerpiece of the convention.

Prices stretch from “free” if you're
on certain boards to $11.50 a plate if
you attend the joint WNAC/Foreign
Missions Banquet. Browse through
the ticket request form in this issue of
Contact and make your choice(s).

You can order your tickets in ad-
vance if vou wish, or vou can risk the
wrath of Mom and the kids if you wait
until convention time and then discov-
er that the tickets are all sold.

Be smart. Order now.

What about registration?

Registration for the National Con-
vention begins 3:00 p.m. Sunday at

rately for each of our three gatherings—
National Convention, National Youth
Conference and Woman's National
Auxiliary Convention.

Don't give up hope. We're planning
a single registration form that will
include all three conventions. But it
won’t be ready in time for Nashville.

Any exhibits this yvear?

We've got exhibits of every size and
brand circling the Arena Concourse in
Municipal Auditorium. You couldn’t
miss them if you tried.

Exhibits open at 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day and stay open daily 8:30 a.m.—

Picirilli

Bible Conference Speakers

Waddell

Cariker

Municipal Auditorium and continues
until Wednesday noon. This also in-
cludes WNAC registration.

However, National Youth Confer-
ence registration takes place at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel. Same time.

Sorry for the confusion, but please
remember that you must register sepa-

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

LOCAL CHURCH DELEGATE’'S CREDENTIALS

is a duly authorized delegate to the National Association of Free Will

Baptists from

(Name of church)

{District Association)

(State)

(City)

Pastor

privileges.

IMPORTANT: This form properly signed and accompanied by a $10
registration fee entitles a local church delegate to register for voting

Clerk or Secretary

10:30 p.m., except during evening wor-
ship services. Exhibits close at 12:30
p.m. on Thursday.

You can visit with missionaries in
the exhibit area, talk with an office
machines representative, get your pic-
ture taken, fry out a new piano or
organ, learn about Bible College, sub-
scribe to Contact, buy a commentary
or church pew, sign up for a trip to
[srael-—in fact, don’t forget to attend
the business meetings!

Anything unique about
Convention '8§5?

Sureis, We'rerecording alive album
during the convention and will have it
ready for you to take home with you
on Thursday.

Under the direction of musicians
Vernon Whaley and Blaine Hughes,
portions of each department’s report
to the General Board, the Monday
eveningservice, some music and busi-
ness sessions will be mixed with other
ingredients to produce a dubilee al-
bum—rprice $10.



Only 1,000 numbered albums and
1,000 cassettes will be made available.
They tell me this will be a collector’s
item. After | get mine, that only leaves
999 more for the other 7,000 people.

Tell me about the
Bible Conference.

The fifth annual Convention Bible
Conference begins 8:00 a.m. Tuesday
in the Radisson Plaza Hotel with three
back-to-back preaching sessions. Con-
ference speakers include Connie
Cariker, director of evangelism (Home
Missions Department); Eugene
Waddell, associate director (Foreign
Missions Department): and Robert E.
Picirilli, dean of Free Will Baptist Rible
College.

Better come early if you want a
seat. Great preaching and great music
await the first 900 through the doors.
The room limit is 900 people.

Where will the business
take place?

Business kicks off Monday morning
at 9:00 when the General Board meets
in the Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton
Nashvitle Hotel.

In case vou're wondering, that's
eight blocks from Municipal Auditor-
ium and five from the Hyatt Regency
Hotel. Wear your sneakers for this
one, fellows.

Convention business sessions begin
Wednesday when Moderator Bobby
Jackson gavels the house to order at
9:00 a.m. in Municipal Auditorium. In
addition to adopting an $11 million
budget and electing 34 board and
commission members, delegates are
expected to select convention meeting
sites for 1991-1995,

The WNAC business meeting starts
Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. in Municipal
Auditorium. WNAC President June
Rolen will moderate the 1985 session
which includes the final report by
outgoing WNAC Executive Secretary-
Treasurer Cleo Pursell, Don’t miss
this special day, ladies.

What about NYC and
WNAC programs?

Big question. Have you got an hour?
There's an avalanche of NYC and
WNAC activities, competitions and
workshops docketed for July.

REQUESTS FOR TICKETS TO MEAL FUNCTIONS
1985 National Convention
Number Meal Total
Free Will Baptist Bible College Alumni Dinner
$6.00
Monday, July 22/4:45 p.m.
FWBBC/Cumberiand Cafeteria

$ —

Learner/Adventurer Banquet
$6.00

Monday, July 22/5:00 p.m.

Radisson Plaza/Woodland-Shelby Room

Music Ministries Fellowship Breakfast
$6.00

Tuesday, July 23/7:00 a.m.
Sheraton/Magnolia-Dogwood Room

Friends of Hillsdale FWB College Luncheon
$10.00

Tuesday, July 23/12:15 p.m.

Radisson Plaza/Woodland Room

WNAC/Foreign Missions Banquet
$11.50

Tuesday, July 23/5:00 p.m.

Hyatt Regency/Regency Ballroom

Youth Banquet

$9.00

Tuesday, July 23/9:00 p.m.

Radisson Plaza/Cumberiand Ballroom

Master’'s Men Breakfast
$6.00

Wednesday, July 24/7:00 a.m.
Sheraton/Grand Ballroom

Total Enclosed ¥ ——-
PLEASE PRINT:
NAME

ADDRESS

aTy STATE ZIP

Make checks payable to TICKET SALES. Mail requests to TICKET SALES, P.O.
Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee 37202. Please send check or money order. Do not
send cash, Al requests must be received by July 1, 1985.

NO TICKET REFUNDS AFTER JULY 1, 1985

tive activities for youth conclude on
Wednesday of the four-day confer-

Reverend Jonathar Thigpen, pro-
fessor of Christian Education at Free

Will Baptist Bible College, will keynote
the 1985 National Youth Conference
Sunday evening whem more than 4,000
adults and teens are expected to gather
in Municipal Auditorium. This year’s
theme, “Reach For The Gold!” is
taken from Philippians 3:13. Competi-

ence,

The one-day Woman’s National
Auxiliary Convention meets Tuesday
in Municipal Auditorium. Former mis-
sionary to India Laura Belle Barnard
will speak at 11:00 a.m. service. This

r—
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vear, WNAC and the Foreign Mis-
sions Department will sponsor a joint
dinner for 1,000 Tuesday evening.
WNAC will conduct a Monday after-
noon seminar, “Jewels Far Above
Rubies.”

Don’t forget Master’'sMen!

I'm not, and neither should you.
After all, that fine group of fellows
coordinates ushering and security du-
ties for the entire convention under
the expert eye of a tall Texan from
Houston, Charles Denman.

the entire convention program in the
June issue of Contact.

What’s to see in Nashville?

Come on, admit it now—Nashville's
the place where you always wanted to
vacation before or after the conven-
tion, isn't it?

Nashville will keep you informed.
The city has six television stations,

THIGPEN

NYC

NEWSOME

LAUTHERN

we've got the Parthenon, the Hermit-
age and the Cumberland Museum.

But for many who attend the Con-
vention in July, one of the great mo-
ments will be a sentimental visit to
Free Will Baptist Bible College where
Free Will Baptist history has been
made since 1942,

Or drive out Murfreesboro Road in
South Nashville and tour the National
Office Building. Or walk through the
huge Randall House Pubiications plant
on Bush Road where our iiterature is
printed.

There'll never be another Nationai
Cenvention guite like this one with the

FLOYD

Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington will speak at the 7:00
Master’s Men Breakfast Wednesday
morning. Hear Worthington’s wit and
wisdom on Wednesday-—if you like it
alliterated.

Is there more?

Yes, there’s more. More banquets,
more workshops, more meetings,
more feliowship, more preaching. . ..

You can’t do it all, so make your
plans carefully. Some things you must
do. Some you’d like to do. We'll print

two daily newspapers and 13 radio
stations. We also got sales tax and
more fraffic laws than you can imagine.
Keep an eye on the parking meters
and right turns on red.

They don’t call this place Music
City, USA, for nothing. If you like
country music, this is your town.
Grand Ole Opry! What maore need |
say?

Try Oprytand. Visit the Country
Music Hall of Fame. Stomp around
Music Row and meet the men behind
country music. For the more refined,

drama, special memories and denomi-
national timing. This is the town where
it all started 50 years ago.

When our forefathers met in Nash-
ville in 1935, there was no Free Wil
Baptist Bible College, no publishing
house, no national offices, no world-
wide missions program-—all they had
was a dream.

Take my advice and come to Nash-
ville this July. Join the Jubilee celebra-
tion. Join the ongoing dream.

Y'all come, y’hear!a

WNAC

Pursell

Wisehart Bafnard

Rolen
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By Zeke Jones

G ood morning, Pain.

Somehow I managed to sleep a few
hours without your constant presence,
But you made your usual forceful
intrusions, again gained control and
there was no more rest for the weary.

I've done my best to accept you
since you came to live with me, if you
would only let me sleep. I yearn for the
day we can again part from each other.

My heart reminds me, however,
that in spite of your constant annoy-
ance, you've proven to be a friend.
Some ask, “How can something that
hurts you all the time be a friend?”

Well, Pain, you've shown me that |
must cling to Someone else for com-
fort, strength and help. That Someone
is God.

He gives me grace. You know, Pain,
that grace is the only thing that allows
me to tolerate you. Each day since

you've been here, I've had to depend
on God’s grace in order to bear the
hurt you give me. The more you inflict,
the more God gives grace to bear it.

In spite of the sleepless nights, the
days of torture, the weeks and months
of your sometimes unbearable pres-
ence, you've been a friend.

You've wedged yourself between
the world and me. As you slowly
forced me away from the world, you
pushed me closer to God. For that |
thank you,

Pain, you taught me to depend on
God for everything. No one else ever
did that. I'm afraid when I think where
I'd be without you, my friend,

At times you make me, at age 44,
cry like a child. But, Pain, God tellsme
I must become as alittle child if | would
enter His kingdom.

Pain, you've been a great teacher,
but more impertantly, you've been for
the glory of God. John 11:4 says,
“When Jesus heard that, he said, this
sickness is not unto death, but for the
glory of God, that the Son of God
might be glorified thereby.”

So. .. thanks, Pain.

ABOUT THE WRITER: C. W. “Zeke”
Jones is a member of First Free Will
Baptist Church, Raleigh, North Carolina.
Rheumatoid arthritis forced Zeke into early
retirement from his job as an undercover
police officer.

Zeke, 44, joined the Raleigh Police
Department in 1962. After three years of
walking a beat, he was promoted to defec-
tive where he served for the next 17 years.
The 200-pounder worked four years as a
narcotics officer, and also investigated
crimes committed by and against children.

Before Zeke developed rheumatoid
arthritis in January 1982, he usually walked
six miles a day. His health forced him to
retire in June 1982, three months short of
20 vears on the force.

Zeke was savedin 1975 and transferred
from drug investigations to the juvenile
section where he witnessed to numerous
youth who were in trouble with the law.

Although arthritis prevents Zeke from
continuing his work at First Free Wil
Baptist Church in bus ministry and usher-
ing, he does serve as assistant Sunday
School teacher for an adult class.

Where Zeke’s hobbies were splitting
firewood, fishing and hiking before his
illness, he now spends his time writing and
reading. &
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

WRITER’S CONFERENCE TO
MEET MAY 17-18

NASHVILLE, TN—The fifth annual
Free Will Baptist Writers’ Conference
will convene at Free Will Baptist Bible
College, May 17-18, The annuat con-
ference is sponsored by Randall House
Publications.

The conference format offers to
aspiring, new and established writers
exposure to notable Christian re-
source persons. Program personalities
who have made an impact on society
through their journalistic skills will lead
the sessions.

Highlighting the annual event will be
gifted missionary-writer, Don
Richardson who authored the power-
ful story, Peace Child, condensed and
published by Reader’s Digest. He is
also the author of six additional books.

Mr, Richardson will bring an inspira-
tional address following the Friday
banquet and also conduct three semi-
nars.

Dr. Mary Ruth Wisehart, who heads
the English Department at Free Wil
Baptist Bible Coliege will speak on
“Creating The Taste For Poetry.” Dr.
Robert Picirilli, the college’s academic
dean, will give a seminar on “Writing
With Clarity and Brevity.”

In addition to the above, a seminar
covering the “Basics of Copyright” will
be conducted by copyright attorney,
Walton Conn.

A free descriptive brochure and
program guide will be sent upon re-
quest, Address inquiries to: Reverend
Harrold D. Harrison, Conference Di-
rector, P.O. Box 17306, Nashville, TN
37217.

SOUTH CAROLINA TO BUILD BOOKSTORE

LAKE CITY, SC-Delegates to South
Carolina’s 43rd annual session voted
to establish a state bookstore, accord-
ing to Promotional Director Norweod
Gibson.

Reverend Gibson said he expected
the bookstore operation to begin in
late summer. The store will operate
under the direction of South Carolina’s
5-man state Executive Committee.
Gibson will serve as manager.

More than 200 attended the Febru-
ary 14-15 state meeting at Little Star
FWB Church in Lake City.

In related action, delegates created
a 5-man Home Missions Board, re-
duced the Children’'s Home Board
from seven members to six, and placed
all state boards on a rotating basis with
a two-term limit for members.

Foilowing a seminar on Free Will
Baptist organizational structure by

Promotional Director Gibson on
Thursday afterncon, delegates
adopted a “South Carolina Plan of
Support.” The financial support pro-
gram will be implemented as soon as
possible. Reverend Gibson said the
designated giving program gives state
churches the opportunity to support a
wide variety of denominational out-
reaches.

Three ministers, two from South
Carolina, preached during the meet-
ing. Rev. Dan Runion {First FWB
Church, Charleston} and Rev. Jimmy
Miller (Florence) shared pulpit re-
sponsibilities with Foreign Missions
Field Secretary Jimmy Aldridge.

Moderator Eart Hendrix was elected
to his second term. The 1986 session
will be hosted February 13-14 by the
Eastern Conference.

REVEREND ARNOLD POLLARD WITH THE LORD

McARTHUR, OH--After a lengthy
struggle with cancer, Reverend Arnoid
Pollard died February 15. The 53-year-
old minister was pastor of Puritan Free
Will Baptist Church.

Pastor Pollard entered the ministry
at age 37. He was a member of the
Ohio General Board representing the
Jackson Conference.In 1983 he served
on the National Association Steering
Committee and acted as the National
Prayer Committee Chairman when
the Convention met in Columbus.

Bornin Houlton, Maine, he pastored
Puritan FWB Church the last five
years of his life.

Brother Pollard was a Korean and
Vietnam Air Force veteran and retired
after 201, years of service.

Rev.FerrollRood, pastor of Zaleski
FWR Church, where the deceased
had been a deacon and trustee, offici-
ated at the committal service on Satur-
day, February 16. He preached from
James 2:23, “He was a friend of God.”

More than 200 crowded into the
Puritan Church on Sunday afterncon
for a memorial service where Ohio
State Moderator Wendell Combs
preached.

Songs selected by Brother Pollard
were sung and testimonies shared on
the way Brother Arnold had touched
their lives. One fitting statement was

made by Jim Eberts, convert and
assistant to Pastor Pollard, “He was a
gentle man.”

Reverend Pollard is survived by his
wife, Anne Housekneckt Pollard; two
daughters, Connie of Athens and
Rachael of New York; and a son,
David of Germany.




BIBLE COLLEGE TO OPEN DORMS FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION GUESTS

NASHVILLE, TN.—Two dormi-
tories at Free Will Baptist Bible
College will be open for those
who attend the July 21-25 Na-
tional Convention when it meets
in Nashville, according to
FWBBC Treasurer E. B.
McDonald.

Polston Hall on Richland Ave-
nue will be open to women, two
per room. Each two rooms share
a bath. The cost will be $16 per
room ($8 per bed), per night.

GoenHall, on Craighead Ave-
nue, will be open for men. Men
will be house two per room, with
two baths/showers on each of
the three floors, The cost will be
$14 per room ($7 per bunk) per
night.

The college cannot provide
family facilities.

All guests must bring their
own linens: sheets, pillows, pil-
lowcases, towels, washclothes,
etc. The college’s life and dress

codes must be observed by
guests. No meals will be served
on campus,

Pre-registration will be neces-
sary. To receive more informa-
tion and a pre-registration form,
please write or calk

FREE WILL BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE
P.C. Box 50117
Nashville, TN 37205
(615) 383-1340

FWBBC RECEIVES $1,000
HOMER WILLIS MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP

NASHVILLE, TN—A $1,000 music
scholarship honoring Rev. Hotner E.
Willis was presented to Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College by the West Nashville
Kiwanis Club on February 12.

Dr. Robert Picirilli, dean, accepted
the scholarship on behalf of the college.
The award was a surprise to Rev.
Willis, who expressed pleasure that
the Kiwanis Club should honor him in
this way.

The scholarship will be awarded

annually, with the college to choose
the music student(s) who will receive
it.

Reverend Willis is a full-time Free
Wili Baptist evangelist, based in Nash-
ville. He began Evangelism Unlimited
ministries in 1973.

Evangelist Willis was General Di-
rector of the Home Missions Depart-
ment for 17 years, He also served
three years as assistant moderator of
the National Association.

WASHINGTON EDUCATOR ADDRESSES
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN—Dr. George
Youstra, Christian educator who
works in the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, was guest speaker at Free Wili
Baptist Bible College’s Christian
Schools Conference February 18-20.

Representatives from 15 Free Will
Baptist church schools in eight states
attended the meeting.

Dr. Kenneth Riggs, Chairman of
the college’s Teacher Education De-
partment, said he was glad Christian
schools have an ally of Dr, Youstra's
caliber in Washington.

In other observations on the con-
ference, Dr. Rigas said, “We are see-
ing a growth in curriculum and staff

excellencein our Christian schools, as
well as numerical growth. Administra-
tors are telling me that they need
thoroughly trained teachers to serve
their present needs.”

Visitors and students chose among
14 conference workshops and semi-
nars. Dr. Riggs felt that one of the
most beneficial of these was on how to
use newspapers in the classroom, pre-
sented by personnel from the Nashville
TENNESSEAN/BANNER.

Dr. Riggs says that plans have al-
ready been discussed concerning the
1986 conference and that he will re-
lease information as soon as plans are
confirmed.

ARIZONA ELECTS CHARLES
MARSHALL TO
GENERAL BOARD POST

PHQENIX, AZ—Reverend Charles
Marshall, pastor of First Free Will
Baptist Church, Phoenix, was elected
as Arizona’s General Board member
to the National Association at the
District Meeting March 9 in Phoenix.
Marshall will be recommended to the
National Association in July.

Arizona moderator Joe Grimmett,
elected to his second term, also praised
Rev. Marshall’'s oraganizational skitls
and hard work in spearheading a con-
stitution and by-laws for the Home
Missions Board that delegates adopted
at the Saturday meeting.

Grimmett said approximately 100
attended the March session at First
FWB Church in Phoenix, including
eight Arizona ministers.

Three visiting ministers preached:
Rev. dohn Smith, president of Cali
fornia Christian Coliege; Executive
Secretary Melvin Worthington and
Hillsdale FWB College’s Richard
Gallant,

Special music for the meeting was
provided by California Christian Col-
lege and Doyle and Donna Terry, a lay
evangelistic team from Wichita, Kan-
sas.

The 1986 meeting will convene
March 8 at First FWB Church in
Tucson.
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ALABAMA CHURCH
REBUILDS AFTER FIRE

EUFAULA, AL-—Members of Sardis
FWB Church, Eufaula, have built a
400-seat sanctuary complete with Sun-
day School rooms and fellowship hall,
according to Pastor M. C. Taylor.

Reverend Taylor said, “After the
church burned, many observers
thought it would never be rebuilt.
They were wrong. Thanks to the de-
termination and hard work of some
faithful members, the folks at Sardis
now have a beautiful new church.”

The six-acre site is located within
the Eufaula city limits. The church
property and building are appraised in
excess of $350,000. The church uses
the personalized tithe envelope sys-
tem and operates from a strong finan-
cial base in the community.

Pastor Taylor says that the congre-
gation also resolved that it was unprof-
itable for the pastor and impractical
for the church to maintain a parsonage.
They began paying the pastor a
housing allowance and agreed to help
him build a home of his own.

The group advanced Taylor $25,000
to be applied toward construction of a
home on a five-acre site. The property
and house are valued in excess of
$90,000. The housing allowance will be
applied to the repayment of the ad-
vancement,

Taylor believes the church’s prog-
ressive new image will have a positive
effect in bringing people to Christ.

UNUSUAL EVENT BOOSTS MISSIONS PLEDGE

MOREHEAD CITY, NC—A law en-
forcement official stepped to the pulpit
of First Free Will Baptist Church after
Reverend Danny Howell finished his
sermon Sunday morning, February
17, and read a warrant charging the
pastor with “failure to support foreign
missions and being in violation of the
Great Commission.” The official then
hauled Pastor Howell to City Hall as
startled worshipers watched.

Fastor Howeli said it was all part of
a well-organized effort by church lead-
ers to raise funds for foreign missions.
After the pastor was escorted from the
church, Ronnie West, chairman of the
deacon board, joined former mission-
ary to Brazil, Mary Ellen Rice in ex-
plaining to the congregation the pur-
pose of the pastoral abduction.

Members were asked to take faith-
promise cards home, discuss the mat-
ter with their families, and cail back to
the parsonage by 1:00 p.m. to let the
Missions Committee know how much
they wanted to pledge. Paster Howell
was kept at City Hall until the pledges
were phoned in that afternoon.

By church time Sunday night, mem-
bers had pledged more than $6,000 to
foreign missions and the preacher was
turned loose. Howell said, “It was far
above what we had expected.”

The church followed up on the
pledges with an exciting missionary
conference February 2427,

Reverend Howell has pastored the
North Carolina congregation for two
vears. Sunday School averages 118,
with 142 in worship services.

OVER $8,000 RAISED FOR
BIBLE COLLEGE AT
PLEASANT VIEW RALLY

NASHVILLE, TN—Churches from
the Cumberland Association’s North-
ern Quarterly raised $8,069 for Free
Wil Baptist Bibie College and pre-
sented it to the college at a rally
attended by over 1,000 people on
February 24 at Pleasant View Christian
School, Pleasant View, TN. Thirteen
decisions were witnessed at the rally,
including three conversions.

More than a hundred FWBBC em-
ployees and students combined efforts
in the rally which included presenta-

REVEREND JOHN HOCKENBERRY, 63, DIES

HUNTINGTON, WV—TheReverend
JohnHockenberryJr., 63, died Febru-
ary 18 in St. Mary’s Hospital in Hunt-
ington. Funeral services were con-
ducted February 20 at Prince of Peace
Free Will Baptist Church where Rever-
end Hockenberry had pastored for 23
years, by the Reverends Glenn White,
Roger Wren and James Brady.

He was bornDecember13, 1921, in
Willow Wood, Ohio, a son of the late
John and Margaret Hockenberry Sr.
He was also a U.S. Nawy veteran
during World War II.

Reverend Hockenberry was an or-
dained Free Wiil Baptist minister for
35 years. Officials said that he preached

his last sermon Sunday night, February
17 and had four conversions.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs.
Mary Reed Hockenberry; one daugh-
ter, Mrs. Joan Gue of Barboursviile;

one son, John Paul Hockenberry also
of Barboursville; six sisters and four
grandchildren.

tions by the Evangel Players drama
team, the College Choir and the Con-
cert Band.

This is the third annuat rally held by
the Northern Quarterly churches.
Pleasant View Christian School Prin-
cipal Roger Hood said, “This was the
best of the three years we've been
doing this.” The offering was a record
for the event.

Frank Breeden, rally coordinator,
said, “The pastors and people are
amazing with their cooperative spirit.
They have shown tremendous friend-
ship to us in this effort. We are very
thankful for our neighbors of the
Northern Quarterly.”

informed
prayer
is effective
prayer

MISSIONS
HOTLINE

(615)

361-5005
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Currently . ..

Students at Free Will Baptist Bible
Colege raised almost $53,000 during
their 1984-85 Christmas project. Accord-
ing to Paul Ketteman, public relations
director, this year’s drive to raise operating
funds for the college was the third highest
in the school’s history.

The Central District Association in
Texas honored Moderator Raymond
Lee on February 9 for 12 years of service
as moderator of the district, Mr. Lee, a
layman from Houston, is also a member of
the Master's Men Board.

Pastor Fred Hanson of Upper
Brighton FWB Church, Hartland,
New Brunswick, Canada, led his
church in a letter-writing campaign to the
Canadian Prime Minister voicing their op-
position to abortion. Hanson also sent
additional materials, a sermon tape and
related matters, The Prime Minister sent
Reverend Hanson a personal response.

Calvary Fellowship FWB
Church, Fenton, MO, set a new at-
tendance record of 366 in March, accord-
ing to Pastor Jerry Norris. One of those
responsible for the new mark was Peggy
Rider, who brought 22 visitors one Sun-
day.

The 1985-86 budget for Cavanaugh
FWB Church, Fort Smith, AR, ex-
ceeds $200,000, according to Pastor Carl
Cheshier.

CONTACT welcomes UPDATE, pub-
lication of Northside FWB Church,
Stockton, CA. Northside Church cele-
brated its fifth anniversary in January with
393 people in attendance. Richard
Kennedy pastors.

First FWB Church, Jesup, GA,
completed a new fellowship hall, says Pas-
tor James Ursrey. The brick siructure,
40’ x 80, was completed in time for annual
homecoming services. It includes a fellow-
ship area, kitchen, paniry, storage and
other facilities.

Pastor James Avery says First
FWB Church, Mt. Holly, NC, has
seen 58 conversions in the past nine
months.

Pastor Darvl Ellis of Bethel FWB
Church, South Roxana, IL, an-
nounced a writing contest for church mem-
bers. Eliis said any member of the churchis
eligible and that article subjects couid
range from encouragement to personal
testimonies or church ministries. This
sounds like a great ideal Other churches
may wish to adopt a similar program just to
see where the journalistic talent lies in the
congregation.

Donelson FWB Church, Nash-
ville, TN, has been undergoing some
growing pains. Pastor Robert Morgan,
in order to encourage a much-needed
buiiding program, announced to members
“If there is still anyone anywhere on earth
who wonders if we really need more space,
consider that we had 21 singing, shouting,
growing children packed like sardines into
our small pre-schoo! classroom last Sun-
day!”

First FWB Church, Inman, SC,
announced pians to construct a gymnasium
and four classrooms in a multi-purpose
structure. Pastor Earl Hendrix said the
structure will contain approximateiy 10,000
square feet.

CONTACT welcomes Jacob’s
Journal, publication of Camp Jacob near
Clintwood, VA. Camp Director Jim Cox
said a total of 76 campers met at the camp
last surmmer with 19 conversions,

Pastor Edwin Baine of Straight
Street FWB Church, Norman, OK,
said the congregation experienced 10 per-
cent growth in 1984 and a 50 percent
increase in missionary offerings. The
church participates in the Cooperative
Program. Pastor Baine said the group
recently purchased new hymn books,

Pastor Alton Wall of Mt. Pleasant
FWB Church, Hamburg, AR, said the
church underwent major renovation re-
cently which inciuded bricking the church
and adding a fover. The ladies of the
church purchased a public address sys-
tem.

A study at Farmington FWB
Church, Farmington, MO, showed
that church giving doubled in five vears,
accordingto Pastor James McAllister.
The group averaged $2650 per week giving
in 1980 and have exceeded $4400 weekly in
1985.

Annual income at Templo FWB
Church, Weslaco, TX, leaped from

Attention Parents:

Nursery services
will NOT be

available during
the 1985
Convention.

just over $10,000 in 1981 to more than
$25,000 in 1984. Sunday School average
increased from71in 1983 to 81 in 1984. But
Pastor James Munsey said the most
excifing news was that worship attendance
averaged 112 in the last quarter of 1984,
Plans for 1985 include starting a Bible
Institute, a day-care center and reaching
150 in Sunday School.

The Georgia State Association an-
nounced a special missions offering day
which will be instituted in 1985. It will be
called “The Laura Belle Barnard Special
Missions Offering Day”, The first Laura
Belle Barnard Dav is scheduled for
October 13. Funds received on that day
will be aflocated to special Georgia state
projects, the needs of Georgia foreign
missionaries and other goals to be deter-
mined jointly by the Georgia State Mission
Board and the State Executive Board.

Pine Level FWB Church,
Chester, GA, started a church library.
John Amburgey pastors.

Pastor Rick Casonsaid New Salem
FWB Church, Colquitt, GA, recorded
arecord high attendance of 119.

In what may be a first of its kind, two
former “missionary kids” were married
December 23, 1984 at Surrency FWB
Church, Surrency, GA. Kevin
Wilkinson, scn of Pastor Sam and June
Wilkinson, was martied to Penelope
Waid, daughter of Reverend and Mrs.
Herbert Waid.

Pastor Charles Bigger of Stratford
FWB Church, Stratford, OK, said
the congregation completed a $135,000
remcdeling project, turning the old audi-
torium into a new sanctuary with class-
rooms and a fellowship hall.

Pastor Richard Rust of Hawkins
FWB Church, Alex, OK, lost his trailer
home in a fire that destroyed all the family’s
belongings. The Hawkins Church is a
member of Oklahoma’s Dibble Associa-
tion,

Pastor Jerry McArthur reports 10
teenagers saved in the last six weeks at
First FWB Church, Grand Prairie,
TX.

We'dlike to get word of new churches
starting around the country. We en-
courage pastors to send in news of new
churches that begin and include the church
name, pastor, date started, number of
charter members and an address and
phone number. Thanks for your coopera-
tion, we'd like to share the good news of
new churches with the entire denomina-
tion. 4



By Charles Hampton

he purpose of church music is

I to assist in, support and pro-

mote worship, fellowship,

evangelism, Christian education and
admonition of one another.

One means of realizing this purpose
is to have the congregation learn new
hymns together. A vehicle for such
congregational learning (which some
churches enjoy) is the hymn of the
month approach.

The motivations for using a particu-
lar hymn of the month may be varied,
certainly. However, let us assume that
at least one thing to be accomplished
is learning, singing and enjoying more
of the hymnody of the church.

Selections should generally come
from the hymnal your church uses.
This approach makes the chosen hymn
readily available without possibility
(temptation) of copyright infringement,
Besides, you will find there are many
good numbers in your hymnal which
your church does not know and use.

Your congregation will be the richer
for learning such numbers together,
Of course, there will be the extra
benefit of making your hymnal a better
bargain-—you will be using more of
what you paid for. (Many churches
probably use about a tithe of their
hymnal's offerings. You might like to
check your records for the last year
and see how many different numbers
your church used.)

There are many possibilities for
increasing the value of a new hymn as
you learn it. Let's consider a few of
those. The song leader (or pastor)
might inftroduce the hymn by relating
the story behind its composition. The
first hearing of the hymn might be an
instrumental presentation—keyboard
or otherwise. In either case, the melody

should be clearly heard by the congre-
gation.

If the hymn is no longer protected
by copyright, you may want to print
the words in your bulletin that first
service in the month. The church
choir or another special group may be
used to model the melody for the
congregation, or simply to perform the
hymn as a special number for one
service.

The next service the congregation
might practice singing just the melody
in unison. Follow this in another ser-
vice with a part work on the harmony,
as needed. (The congregation might
again be given an assist by the choir.)

You may then wish to sing the
chorus or one or more stanzas of your
new hymn in each of the services
remaining in the month. At the end of
the month your church will have an-
other song in its repertoire. Indeed,
some of your people will have memo-
rized it.

Come to think of it, that’s not a bad
idea! Some music directors try to get
their children’s groups to memorize 10
hymns per year using such an ap-
proach. Surely, adults could memorize
a few stanzas now and then.

T wo reminders may be helpful here.

First, be sure the hymn of the
month is not new to everyone at the
beginning of the month! The director
and the keyboard folks should know
the song, and it would be very helpful
to have the choir practice it a few times
before you start with the congrega-
tion.

Second, once the song has been
learned, do not lay it aside to be
forgotten. Use it again soon after your
month is behind you.

Should you like the notion but have
no particular choice in mind for your
first hymn of the month, let me suggest
a few possibilities from the Free Will
Baptist Hymn Book.

For relatively simple numbers with
strong messages, consider; “All Hail

If vour church is ready to learn
some new music, perhaps vou
should consider a .

Hymn of the Month!

the Power”—Coronation (225) or
Miles Lane (227); “Man of Sorrows,
What a Name” (228); “Joyful, Joyful,
We Adore Thee” (230); “When I Sur-
vey The Wondrous Cross” (336); “The
Lord Is My Shepherd” (114); “Great
Redeemer” (241); or “My Wonderful
Lord” (216).

For a bit more challenge you may
want to try: “All Hail The Power”—
Diadem (226}; “God of Our Fathers”
(155); “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
(9); “Hallelujah For The Cross” (186);
or “Wonderful Grace of Jesus” (184).
Certainly, the size and musical ability
of your congregation should be con-
sidered as you choose a new song to
learn together.

Your church may not want or need
to use the hymn of the month concept
all vear to find it a profitable tool.
Perhaps two or three such emphases a
year would be a good start. But what-
ever the approach, it should prove to
be a blessing to your church as you
learn to sing and appreciate more of
the church’s musical heritage. Sing
all-—Worthy is the Lamb! &
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ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Charles E. Hampton
is past president of the Free Will Baptist Music
Ministries Fellowship. He serves as registrar of
Free Will Baptist Bible College, Nashuville, Ten-
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E, Picirilli

Colossians 3:1-4

Living the
Resurrected

Life

I I most of his letters, Paul deals with
doctrine first and then with practice.
Colossians follows that pattern: In the
first two chapters, teaching errors
were exposed; in the last two, Chris-
tian living is the main concern.

Actually, the section from 2:20 to
3:4 is one grammatical unit. One sideis
2:20-23: If you died with Christ; 3:1-4
presents the other side in precise
balance: If you were raised with
Christ.

Pau! uses these two sides as transi-
tional, the first part to close out the
section exposing error, the last part to
begin the practical section. Doctrine
and practice are not very far apart
anyway.

The Exhortation: Seek
Things Above (vv. 1-2)

Just as 2:20 followed an assumed
reality with a rebuking question, 3:1-2

follows an assumed reality with an
exhortation.

The reality assumed is that we are
risen with Christ (v. 1a}. The “if” does
not cast doubt but assumes a truth:
“Since you were raised with Christ.”
This truth was already established in
2:12.

The exhortation is expressed twice,
in different words: seek the things
above (v. 16); mind (“set your affec-
tion™) the things above (v. 2). Both of
these are continuing action verbs in
Greek: be seeking, keep your mind/
thoughts on.

The first explains “the things above”
as being in the realm where Christ sits
enthroned at God’s side-—called “the
heavenlies” in Ephesians.

The second contrasts these to
“things on the earth” (compare Philip-
pians 3:19). The Christian who lives
the resurrection life with the resur-
rected Christ seeks the things of

heaven. His interests are there. He
values spiritual things. His standards
are those of another world.

The Logic of the
Exhortation (vv. 3-4)

Three points are made to back up
the reasonableness of what Paul has
asked.

Our death in Christ {v. 3a). This
repeats 2:20 and 2:12-13, lest they
have been forgotten. As there, this is
simple past: “you died.” (Compare
Romans 6:3-4.} Every Christian is one
who died in Christ, both in the sense
that Christ’s death as penalty for sinis
imputed to the believer and in the
sense that the old way of life {“the oid
man”) is regarded as having been put
to death in Christ.

Qur hidden life in Christ (v. 3b).
“Your life has been hid with Christ in
God.” The point, apparently, is that
the standards and values that govern
our lives are hid, not from us but from
those who are naturally minded. If we
are heavenly minded, our lives are
beyond the “seeing’—the compre-
hension—of this world. We follow
things that only those who are in God
with Christ have access to.

Qur coming revelation in Christ (v.
4). If our lives are hid from the world
now, they will not always be. At Christ’s
coming, He will appear, to be revealed
in His true glory that is now unseen.

Likewise, since our life is hid in Him,
we will also be revealed then. Our lives
will be seen for what they really are.
QOur “full manifestation as sons of
God” (Romans 8:19) will then take
place.

Basking in His glory, we will reflect
and participate in that glory. (The
same truth, by the way, was implied in
2:3: The world does not yet recognize
the real treasures of wisdom and
knowledge that are alsc “hid” in
Christ.)

Ascetic ordinances, then, cannot
express the Christian’s life: they are
like ABC's and this-worldly ones at
that {2:20-23). Qur citizenship is in
heaven (Philippians 3:20), and the di-
rection for our Hves springs from there.
The old way of life is dead, the new way
lives. &
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Donald E. Wildmon, The Home In-
vaders, (Wheaton: Victor Books,
1985, paperback, 192 pp., $5.95).

lt’s difficuit to avoid the conclusion
that television is the most influential
medium of communication devised by
man. Few American households today
are without a television set. Many
children spent a considerable portion
of their day watching TV.

Television is certainiy a great benefit
to mankind. It can be used to bring all
types of useful information to remote
parts of the world. It is used to spread
the gospel in this country and in many
other countries. It also has the po-
tential to do great harm.

Television is an effective teaching
device. Television programs have a
subtie but significant impact on the

Top Shelt

attitudes and moral judgments of peo-
ple, especially children.

Donald Wildmon and his supporters
are concerned that the television in-
dustry reflects a value system whichis
secular, humanistic and anti-Christian.
They assert that violence, profanity
and immorality are presented as
normal and acceptable. The Christian
faith and Christian values are often
belittled.

As Wildmon notes, “Never is a
modern-day Christian shown as a lov-
ing, caring, intelligent, compassionate
person who contributes to society.”

Wildmon argues that Christians
should not keep silent in the face of

this growing tide of secularism and
pornography. Christians should speak
out in protest. The air waves are public
property, and they should not be used
to belittle the Christian faith or to
undermine American values of de-
cency, morality and honesty.

It's difficult to deny the truth of
Wildmon's arguments. Anyone who
watches television cannot heip but
notice that profanity is common. In
most television programs, immorality
is pictured as normal and accepted.
The use of drugs and alcohol is like-
wise viewed as normal and acceptable.

Personally, I like Wildmon’s ap-
proach because it emphasizes the in-
volvement of individual Christians and
local churches rather than government
censorship. | tend to fear government
censorship because it couid be usedto
hinder Christians as we use the air
waves to spread the gospel.

Individual and church involvement
is a much better way; there are a
number of things we can and should
be doing. This is a good book; I
recommend it. 4

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

READER IDENTIFIES
WITH ARTICLES

1just had to write to say how muchlenjoyed
Kathy Tippett Henderson's prize-winning story,
“The Bride and the Bayonet” (Feb. '85).

Since I'm also a child of the fifties, Kathy's
story was so real to me it almost seems it was
part of my own memories.

Also, even at this late date, ] must comment
ondack Williams’ article, “The Broken Promise”
{Oct. 1984). The story affected me strongly.

[ felt so sorry for Brad who, seemingly for the
first time in his young life, was having his very
honor questioned. But my heart broke for his
father who, for several agonizing hours, saw his
whole life slipping away because of the actions of
a beloved but schizophrenic son.

If anyone missed “Broken Promise,” I sug-
gest he back up and read it.

Mrs. Lorraine Layne
Harold, Kentucky

AGREES WITH ‘TITANIC’
AND ‘CRABOLOGY’ PROBLEM

[ read the March issue and just had to write
and thank vou for “Briefcase.”

[ was amused with what you called the
“Titanic Attitude Syndrome.” You hit the nail
right on the head. Rather than dwell on this kind
of an attitude, a holier than thou attitude and
conducting spiritual “witch hunts” because
someone differs with our ideas and interpreta-
tions, one should look from whence they came
and where the Lord has brought them now.

Then, instead of mistrust and gquestioning
integrities, we could peacefully inquire and pray
about and for people and their differences.

Eventhough! get a little riled at these people,
I don't strive to harm them, | pray for them.

it's never too late to change cur “crabology.”
All we need to dois to take the love that the Lord
has put into our hearts, cultivate it and let it grow
and spill over into others.

Kenneth Lane
Norman, Okiahoma

ARTICLE REMINDS OF DUTY

As | read the article in the January CON-
TACT by Rev. Clifford Donche entitied “Send
Them, Not Me!” it reminded me to fulfill my
ministry.

Sometimes we are not satisfied with the
responsibilities God has given us, thinking we
are fitted for a larger ministry. Looking envicusly
at the size or scope of a fellow believer’s calling,
we think less of our own work and begin to
neglect it.

HATS OFF TO PK ARTICLE

Perhaps some day I can meet young Mark
Hampton that “preacher’s kid,” shake his hand
and congratulate him for his fine article in the
March issue titled “Who Is Normal?”

My hat is off to Mark for speaking his piece
and saying perhaps what a few hundred other
PKs would like the world to know.

1 am a father of four (all grown now}. | know
about the abuses from those who think they can
get by with any and everything. | have watched
my children cringe inte seclusion, so as to
protect my ministry and help things to run
smoothly.

I am aware of the watchful eyes waiting for
the preacher’s kid to make the wrong move so
they might reflect it back to the pastor. | have
spent my share of times in a spare room
somewhere weeping over abusive words spoken
and the isolation experienced by my children.

Don't ever think that Moms and Dads don’t
feel the pain also. “Who is Normal?” You got it
right! If the norm for a Christian is Christlike-
ness, then just stay the way you are.

Reverend Milton Gann, Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Decatur, Alabama

Whether our task is large or small or whether
it is in the limelight or behind the scenes, God
expectsus to fulfill it in a diligent and commend-
able manner.

Reverend Arnold Woodlief
Marianna, Florida
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More Than
the Resume

By Helen Ketteman

B efore final exams and graduation,
many young people begin putting
down on paper their record of educa-
tion and experience, hoping to land
their dream job.

It'simportant that a resurme contain
agood summary of their qualifications,
Top-grade stationery, no typographical
errors, nospellingerrors, no smudges—
impressive references. All very con-
vincing!

But the best resume cannot reveal
the qualifications of heart and attitude.
More than the perfectly typed resume,
there are the important qualities of
character that the employer looks for
in a Christian employee. These quali-
ties cannot be transferred to paper.
They are written on the heart.

More than academic achievements
or popular acclaim by peers, employers
search for men and women who are
“living epistles, known and read of all
men,” examples of strong character,
faithful workers, honest, respectful of
authority, truthful and prayerful.

Perhapsit's true that one only learns
how to be an employee by being one.
But being an employee means working
with people, and it means living and
working where people are. Integrity is
important in all walks of life. Employ-
ers consider that first.

The job seeker may learn many
skills and have many abilities. How-
ever, the one quality demanded more
than any other is not skill, knowledge
or talent, but character. The resume
alone cannot convey, prove or portray
this quality. When it’s written on the
heart by the Holy Spirit, employers
and fellow employees can read it clear-
ly. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Helen Ketteman
teaches in the business department at Free Will
Buaptist Bible Colflege.
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