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neatly. No longer does that area look
like a used car lot. There is no bench
press in the way. No more weights on
which to stub a toe.

The nest is empty and the kitchen is
incredibly neat at last. No more sticky
refrigerator handle. No more dishes
piled high in the sink. Nothing boiled

over on the stove.

The nest is empty and my wife now
has time to get dressed leisurely, She
can take a long, hot bath without severai
interruptions. She has time to do her
nails without having to answer a dozen
questions.

The nest is empty and the telephone
is actually available. It is free of lipstick,
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tie holes. The receiver no longer feels
like the sticky side of scotch tape. No
longer does the instrument need to be
held aloff in erder for the cord to end-
lessly unwind.

The nest is empty and fingerprints,
tongue licks, sneaker footprints are con-
spicuous by their absence from the car
windows. The back seat is no longer a
hard-hat disaster area. What do you
know, the gas gauge reads something
different than between empty and
fumes.

The nest is empty and normal con-
versation has at long last returned,
minus the numerous interruptions of
“Gross” “Yuk!" and “B-a-a-a-d”

The nest is empty and we don't have
1o take a number to get a word in edge-
wise at the dinner table . . . or endure
the pious pounding of a “religious” cas-
sette just below the level of acute pain

. and vyes, there is still some tissue
paper left.

Yes, the nest is empty and things sure
are a lot different. One by one the four
left our nest and the house began to
resemble order, tidiness and perhaps
even a slight touch of elegance. The
house is quiet and calm and clean and
empty and filled with memories and
lonely . . . and we really don't like it after
all.

Well, well conscle ourselves by
reflecting, “The holidays will soon be
here and we can spend some time with
the grandchildren and get a little life
back in this place for a change”

Yes, “to everything there is a season,
and a fime 10 every purpose . . . a time
to keep ... and a time fo cast away’
Enjoy your children and they will enjoy
and cherish those special moments
which made their life so fulfiling. Learn
to let them go and give God the free-
dom to work. He will do a much better
job of teaching and caring—when the
nest is empty.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Malcolm Fry pastors
Unity Free Will Baptist Church, Smithfield, North
Carolina.



Briefcase

JACK WILLIAMS

uess whose autograph sells for

$12,500 in Kansas City at The

Legacy, a fancy Crown Center
gallery? If you need a hint, it's not favor-
ite son Harry Truman’s—his costs a pal-
try $600.

Indian fighter George Armstrong
Custer, the legend created by Sitting
Bull's warriors at Little Big Horn would
be a good guess, good but wrong. You
can scalp General Custer for $2,750.

Remember Francis Scott Key, com-
poser of the national anthem? The Key
signature plays for $3,800. Albert
Schweitzer can be yours for $1,160,
while $2,750 lands 19th century author
Nathaniel Hawthorne.

So who's the mystery man with the
high price tag? None other than notori-
ous Missouri bank robber, Frank James!

What a crazy world—125
years ago Frank James couldnt raise
enough cash to buy the horse he rode
without his brother Jesse and a fast gun.
Today, Franks signature on a hand-
written letter sells for more than the
James gang stole in many of their bank
heists. Frank would get a big laugh outta
that.

But maybe the laugh's on us. We're
the ones who allow frauds to change
the price tags in life without raising a fin-
ger of protest. We write songs immor-
talizing outlaws and turn them into folk
heros, We pay too much for what we

get when we exchange human dignity
for paper dandies.

Why do we criticize the good and
praise the trivial? We convince boys that
football is more important than biclogy.
Now the college football coach pulis
down $90,000 a year for slapping
campus jocks on the rump with a wet
towel while the history professor with a
Ph.D. earns $34.000 before taxes.
Maybe that's why we graduate high
school seniors who bench press 400
pounds but can't identify George
Washington. The laugh is still on us.

A few years ago | caught a
flight from Detroit to Lansing. My seat-
mate was hurrying to Lansing to open
the Playboy Club. We talked and dis-
agreed about Playboy philasaphy. The
young executive beside me was con-
vinced that he had a blank check from
an entire generation of red-blooded
American males. He grinned and
invited me to the Playboy opening.

Last summer newspapers noted the
closing of the USASs last Playboy Club.
Ironically, the last one to close was the
Lansing club about which my seatmate
spoke so glowingly. I didn't get invited
to the closing. The laugh’s on Hugh
Hefner this time.

Chicago restaurant consultant John
Lanahan said the Playboy demise came
as no surprise: “It was a fad they tried
to perpetuate. They thought bunnies
could sell food forever” No, Mr. Lana-
han, it was no fad. It was another exam-
ple of someone swapping the price tags
on lifé’s true values,

Scott Stanley of the Conser-
vative Digest recently described a polit-
ical candidate: “Hes like a drugstore
cowboy: He glitters and shines, but hes
all hat and no cattle” It's not necessary

to agree with Stanleys evaluation of that
candidate to apply the lesson to our-
selves and learn from it,

QOur generation doesn't need drug-
store cowboys. We need men of sub-
stance who make a difference, who
recognize value and give mankind an
honest chance.

God expects no less fiom
us. The antediluvian world in Genesis
6 ignored God and ridiculed the right-
eous, but Noah gave mankind a
chance—he built an Ark. Organized
refigion in A. D, 33 killed the King and
buried the evidence, but Jesus rose from
the grave and marked new price tags on
everything. That's our message, our
power, our right to speak, our purpose
for existence.

By the way, the reason men pay
$12,500 for the signature of an outlaw
like Frank James is because it’s so rare.
Can you imagine what collectors would
pay for the signature of Jesus, the Man
who rose from the dead? Jesus signa-
ture is available, but not at the Legacy
in Kansas City,

Where do we see Gods sig-
nature? We see it in a child’s face when
he prays. In a pastor's eyes when he
preaches. In a deacon’s steps when he
carries food to the elderly. In a mother’s
voice when she sings a hymn.

God places His signature on the
deeds we do in His name, the words we
speak for His glory, the lives we live by
His power. Is God’s signature really for
sale? Sure, but the price is high: Deny
self, take up the cross, and follow Jesus.

Does God have a message for man
today? Yes! Who has the message? The
Church. What is that message? “Who-
soever will, let him come. ... " Now
that’s true value! &
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mazing! Even before | knew
Adesus Christ as Savior He loved

me. | knew nothing of the
Christian life. None of my family went
to church. The Lord directed me to
Pocahontas FWB Church in Arkansas
and I was saved at age 13. They loved
me and adopted me into many of their
families, | could never repay them for
the Christian values they taught me.

When 1 was young I felt that the Lord
wanted to use my life. | wanted to
attend Free Will Baptist Bible College
but [ couldnt. However, | determined
in my heart to do my best in whatever
I did.

Because we were poor and I lacked
much formal education, I was surprised
when God sent a young preacher into
my life. Even as | prayed for guidance,
it seemed that the Lord answered my
questions. In six months that young
preacher who pastored in a neighbor-
ing city and | were married. The mar-
riage has lasted 30 years with joy,
sadness, tough and good times. 'm
proud to be a preacher’s wife.

Many of life’s surprises have come my
way. Maybe you can identify with some
of them. Life has presented me its bill
and at times it has been hard to pay.

The Children

Soon after we were married we
began to plan for a family, | went to
several doctors and they gave the same
diagnosis—no children. Exploratory
surgery discovered a tumor. Now two
sons, Kandy and Steven are my living
blessings. The Lord gave them to us,
and they were given back to Him when
they were born. We learned early that
we can't live their lives for them.

While pastoring First FWB Church in
Joplin, Mo, in 1968 we were expect-
ing our third child. This son died and
his grave is a reminder that life also has
its hurts as well,

This was a bleak period in my life. |
had many physical problems—the loss
of my hair, jaundice, the loss of teeth
on an entire side because of polson in
my body. But there were blessings. One
was a couple (the husband wasnt a
Christian) who paid all my dental bills,
He now is a believer in Christ. Another
was our church that loved and cared for
us.

The Necklace

My husband went to work for Serip-
ture Press Publications. The moving van

came and trucked us to Atlanta, Ga.
During this move all our jewelry was
taken. The biggest loss was my wedding
rings, so precious to me.

A short time after my husband started
with Scripture Press, the company
invited the wives to their annual sales
conference in Colorade Springs. We
were traveling somewhere close to New
Mexico when we stopped at a small gas
station.

While Alton got gas, | went to the
restroom and saw a necklace on the
sink. When [ took it to the old unshaven
gentleman who was the owner, he
returned it to me saying he didn't know
whose it was, “Probably some little girs.
Just take it” [ put it in my purse and for-
got it. Years passed.

We moved to Columbus, Chio, and
Alton wanted to get me a new ring to
replace the one taken years before. He
decided to examine closely the necklace
[ had found. He asked our neighbor
who worked for a jewelry company to
look at the necklace. The man said it
was a good piece of jewelry. We then
asked a jeweler in our church to exam-
ine it. | couldn't believe the surprise he
found!

The large stone was a full carat, flaw-
less, European cut diamond set in a
platinum mount valued at several thou-
sand dollars. Today I have a beautiful
solitaire ring. Some ask how we can
afford a ring like mine. | teli them we
cant; it was a gift.

The Surgery

Sometimes, it’s difficult to praise God
and thank Him when tragedy staiks our
lives. We forget His goodness when bad
times come.

We have lived in Columbus almost
15 years. I have been a helpmeet with
my husband. Working side by side. Feel-
ing joy. Sharing hurt. On the very day
of our first relocation of the Ohio State
Office / Bookstore, | went into the
hospital for major surgery. 1 felt 1 was
not doing my part.

In Jess than two years doctors ordered
more major surgery. ! was asking the
question, “Where are the things for
which we are to be thankful?” [ claimed
I Thessalonians 5:18: “In everything give
thanks, for this is the will of God” I con-
cluded that the Lord knew what [
needed and He wouldn't let anything
happen to me without a reason or pur-
pose. The devastating and tragic cir-
cumstances of my life became stepping

stones to greater and more precious
experiences with my Lord. Content-
ment descended again.

Then in 1980 doctors thought [ had
a heart attack. Every symptom pointed
to that. However, they couldn’t under-
stand why the pain wouldn't go away.
[ was in and out of the hospital with
numerous tests, therapy, and stilf they
couldn't find the problem. A specialist
did heart catheterizations, EK.GJ,
echograms, nerve testings, the works.
They concluded I had increased mitral
vaive prolapse, a problem I'd had since
birth. The pain continued. Cardiclogists
tried different medications, pain pills
and anything else they couid think of,
but nothing helped.

After three years and thousands of
dollars, my specialist said [ needed
stronger pain medicine. We asked him
to do new testing. He refused, said 1
would have to live with the pain and
take the tranquilizers. Frustration and
depression dogged my life.

The New Doctors

Then the Lord directed us to a Chris-
tian medical professor at Chio State
University who taught cardiology. Nor-
mally it takes months fo get an appoint-
ment with him, but within a few days
[ was in his office. The Lord had pre-
pared the way.

The doctor found the problem in the
first series of tests—a pinched nerve
between the fifth and sixth vertebrae.
Something the other specialist had not
found or faited to consider. He also
thought therapy might help. But it didn't
so after six weeks he sent me to a
neurosurgeon,

Again the Lord went before me. This
doctor, also a Christian, agreed that sur-
gery was needed. He wanted to do it
immediately. I refused since we had
been invited by the European field
council to come for the France-Spain
retreat and were to leave in a few days.
I was to teach missionary children in
Vacation Bible School so their parents
could attend seminars. The doctor
understood and scheduled surgery after
our return,

We were with the Callaways in Spain
a few days. Then with the Sparks for a
revival over Easter. By the time we
arrived at the France retreat after a day
and a half of traveling, my pain was so
severe | had to stay in bed. _

The Lord taught me a lesson. He
doesn't always go by our schedules. |

e
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Surprises . . . (from page 9)

prayed, cried and asked the Lord to
help me teach those children. He had
other plans. He wanted the missionary
wives to conduct VBS and | was in the
way.

The Woman with No Hair

We arrived home Saturday and |
entered the hospital Sunday for spinal
surgery. [ was in the hospital 11 days.
Things went well and 1 felt great. In fact,
| became somewhat of a counselor for
my surgeon friend. One case in point:
My doctor had performed surgery on a
young woman with a brain tumor. He
had to shave her head. She was
depressed. He asked me to speak with

told her where to buy a wig and what
kind to buy. She was so excited, her
eves were shining as she left to call her
sister. A few hours later she came by to
show me her hair. It looked like her nat-
ural hair style in a picture she had. Her
depression lifted. She didn't accept the
Lord, but [ had shared Christ with her.
God had again showed me why [ had
suffered loss years before, I thank the
Lord for the opportunity to share with
women who have suffered hair loss.

The Lessons

My health problems have helped me
grow. I have more compassion for those
who hurt. | better understand how they
feel and can pray more effectively. I am
constantly learning the boundaries of

Suffering is not something I
look forward to, but something
I have learned to appreciate...

her as soon as | could get out of bed.
Before | could visit her, she came to me.

The Lord gave guidance in answer to
my prayers. As she sat by my bed, she
told me about herself; she was crying.
She had two children, was divorced, in
her 30%, and had a new job. She didn’t
know what to do. She found out about
the tumor just days before the surgery.
She felt ugly because she had ne hair.
The doctor had told her who [ was and
that she should talk with me.

As we talked she complimented my
hair, commenting how nice it looked.
I thanked her and told her [ wore a wig.
She didn't believe me, so 1 showed her
and told her how | had lost my hair. |
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my ability but ever grateful for every
opportunity.

Thankfulness in the Christian life
produces happiness. It is impossible to
focus on those things for which you are
thankful and to express that gratefulness
to God and be gloomy at the same time.
The Lord wants us as Christians to be
joyful, full of unceasing prayer and con-
stant thanksgiving. Romans 8:28
promises that the rocks of life can
become stepping stones to greater
maturity and blessings of God.

Suffering will always be part of life,
so one has to prepare spiritually to
accept it when it comes. I'm learning to
take life one day at a time. When I look
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around I see that so many suffer more
than [. Customers who come into the
bookstore recount their physical prob-
lems. Sometimes | can help with words
of comfort or even advice. Sometimes
I just hug them and promise to pray.
Sometimes a smile will do. I ask the
Lord to allow me the privilege to minis-
ter to someone each day.

Suffering is not something [ look for-
ward to, but something [ have learned
to appreciate because of His will. With
more than 15 surgeries and other med-
ical problems, 1 have plenty of oppor-
tunities to draw nearer to Christ. [ have
tested Christ and Christianity and [
know He is real and that Christianity
works. [t satisfies my longings and meets
my needs. [ know that [ am unique and
important and that [ have a precious
immortal soui and can live with joy and
assurance no matter what the cir-
cumstances.

Just as in the past, my remaining
years will involve a continuing conflict
between my body and my spirit, but the
Victor wilf be no surprise. That is settled!

S

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Delois Loveless is
a member of Heritage Temple Free Will Baptist
Church, Columbus, Chio. She is married to Dr.
Alton Loveless, executive secretary for the Chio
State Association of Free Will Baptists.

( ) Renewal. Affix current mailing la-
be!; check coupon betow.

Zip

{ ) Please send a one year subscrip-
tion of CONTACT-—$%$08.50

|
i
H
i
1
1
1
|
I
I
I
l
|
I
I
i
1
{ ) Payment enclosed.{ }BHI me. i



By R. F. Smith, Jr.

Professional con-artists prey on
churches, church staffs and church
people with regularity and efficiency.

Since becoming a pastor in 1953, |
have observed hundreds working their
trade with the flair of artists. And [ doubt
that more than five or 10 persons have
come to me (off the street) with legiti-
mate needs! The rest have been profes-
sional con-artists, preying on the
emotions and love-giving of church
members, fleecing them with their “sad
stories” of human “tragedies” and
“misfortunes””

Following are some marks of the
con-artist's profile:

professional

{1} Approaches members about 20
minutes before worship service
asking for the pastor. Makes an
appeal to the pastor, complete
with tears. Principle-at-work
{PAW}? How can a pastor turn
down “human need” just before
going into the pulpit?

Seeks out pastor after the service
when the congregation has gone.
PAW? No resources or agencies
open to which the pastor usually
(and wisely) refers such people.
Point? Only cash can solve the
situation.
Appeals are often psychological
masterpieces—canned, conta-
gious and compelling. They seek
to trap the benefactor in ethical
or morai dilemmas. {Example:
“We have been living together six
months. Feel God does not like
this. We want to get married)
What minister can argue with
that? Turn them down and you
condone ‘living in sin” {But
money is needed to fulfill this
plan.}

(4 Usually they produce well-worn
documents to support whatever

claims their line of attack
requires. {Example: job opportu-
nities: “If [ can just get to Capital
City,” which is usually hundreds
of miles away. Or, welfare
papers, prison release papers, ad
infinitum.)

{5) They usuaily claim to be mem-
bers of churches in distant cities
of the same denomination as
yours. (One told me he was a
member of First Baptist in Dallas.
Went every Sunday. When asked
the name of his pastor, he stum-
bled. “Is it Dr. Truett?” [ asked.
Yes, he told me. When asked
when he last heard Truett preach
he said two weeks ago. | then
informed him Dr. Truett had
been dead since 1943))

The list goes on and on. Yet [ know
these peopie are God’s children. Mis-
directed, off-course, yes. But still God’s
children and my fellow human beings.

But to encourage their con-artistry by
glibly contributing money does not help
them even though it may salve my con-
science. | operate on a basic principle

discovered and established years ago:
I will not give cash in any form. | will
feed, clothe, house them, provide med-
ical care and meet whatever basic phys-
ical needs they have. And, when
possible, will minister to their spiritual
and emotionai needs. } will not be taken
in (if [ can help it} by their psychologi-
cal masterpieces of deceit and decep-
tion; and [ will confront them with what
they are doing!

Jesus directs us to care for the needy,
feed the poor, clothe the naked and
provide for the general welfare of per-
sons. But He also reminded us to be
“wise as serpents and harmless as
doves” And I think both injunctions
merit equal implementation.

Churches in our community have
concerted resources and a valid sys-
tem of meeting human needs. T am
committed to working within the frame-
work of that structure, hoping thereby
to relieve human suffering everywhere

possible, 3

ABQOUT THE WRITER: Dr. R. E. Smith, Jr., is
senior minister at Fifth Avenue Baptist Church,
Huntington, West Virginia,
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Free Will Baptists and Slavery

t

istorians have a way of taking
Ha few decades, lumping them

together and assigning them a
unigue role in the human story. Each
decade has its own marks of identifica-
tion, and it is as though, had one been
there at the right time, the transition
from one age into the next would have
easily been detected. Not many recog-
nize change in social attitudes when
they occur. Most sleep through the
changes as though they were not even
there,

American society experienced dras-
tic social changes between 1850 and
1915. Dwuring this time, the great Civil
War was fought. Following the war,
immigration, urbanization, educational
reform and industrialization were the
movements of the era.

These movements were problems not
only within themselves but they mag-
nified the country’s social ills as well
Social reformers rose up during this
time. The Free Will Baptist denomina-
tion became absorbed in various social
reforms including the total emancipa-
tion of the Negro slave.

The Free Will Baptist Hymnal pub-
lished in 1853 contained several songs
relating to Free Will Baptist thought and
position on slavery. One song was titled,
“The Slave Made Free™

i saw him kneel in calm despair,

And jift his fettered hands to heaven:
No hope was blended in his prayer,

That slavery's chains would €er be riven.

My

By David Joslin

[ wept in anguish thus 1o see,

A man, a brother, doomed a slave;
My native land, 1 biushed for thee,

And prayed induigent Heaven to save.

I turned me to that slave again,
No longer lay he prostrate there;

He'd heard the word, “Thou'rt free, and then
He bounded light in freedom’s air.

He wakes in new existence now,
Assumes the rank his Maker gave;

The marks of slavery leave his brow,
The boon is his he feared to crave.

Prior to the Civil War, the Free Will
Baptists of the North were staunch
abolitionists, actively inveived in open
defiance to all laws favoring slavery, and
especially the Fugitive Slave Law signed
by President Millard Fillmare in 1850.
That law stated that any person aiding
a runaway slave by giving him shelter,
food or assistance was liable to six
months imprisonment and a fine of
$1,000. Nonetheless, many Free Will
Baptist churches and conferences
passed resolutions stating their position
on the abolition of slavery and opposi-
tion of obedience to the Fugitive Slave
Law,

The Fifteenth General Conference of
Free Will Baptists held at Rochester,
New York in 1853, resolved:

That we re-affirm our opposition to the whole sys-
tern of American slavery; holding it to be absurd

People

in the light of reason, infamous in the eye of jus-
tice, a deadly foe to human welfare, a libel to the
Decalogue, and a reckless attack on the religion
of Christ; and the only change we would recom-
mend in our denominational attitude and policy
on this subject, is, to take an advanced position
in our warfare against the system, and to give a
more open and public expression to our hostility.
{Page 424, Minutes of the General Conference
of the Free Will Baptist Connection.}

These efforts by white abolitionists to
destroy the institution of slavery by defi-
ance of all the laws upholding it consti-
tute one of the stirring epics in American
history. All the reform movements of
the 19th century were overshadowed by
the crusade of the abolitionists whose
cause eventually merged with the
march of brother against brother in the
Civil War,

Many prominent Free Will Baptists
became actively involved in the forma-
tion of the Republican Party. Dr. George
Ball, Rev. Oren B. Cheney and Rev.
George Day were delegates to the
Republican Party Convention in 1856.
When Abraham Lincoln became the
16th president of the United States in
1860, the Southern states seceded and
the war followed. (Lincoln was reared
by Free Will Baptist parents while they
were living in Kentucky and later in
Indiana.)

In 1867, two years after the war,
Storer College was founded at Harper’s
Ferry, West Virginia, through the
cooperative efforts of Free Will Baptists,
the Freedman's Bureau and the gift of
$10,000 from John Storer, a wealthy
Maine businessman.



U.S. Congressman dJames A,
Garfield from Ohio was instrumental in
having the U. 5. House of Representa-
tives pass a resolution granting the
government property at Harper's Ferry
to Free Will Baptists. Garfield had earlier
attended Geauga Seminary, a Free Will
Baptist school in Chester, Ohio. He was
destined to become the 20th president
of the United States in 1880. Ironically,
he was the second president to be
assassinated. Abraham Lincoln was the
first.

Within two years, Free Will Baptists
were teaching over 2,000 freed black
students in grade schools in the area of
the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, Rev,
O. B. Cheney and Rev. N. C. Brackett
deveioped the work. In almost every
place where the schools were taught,
the gospel was preached, and Free Will
Baptist churches were organized.

Makeshift classrooms were set up ini-
tially in the Lockwood House, one of
the four former armory residences
donated by the federal government to
the school. These buildings became the
nucleus for the new college. As more
funds became available, the college
expanded its facilities to make room for
the growing student body. By 1889, the
college claimed an enrcliment of 273
students on the college level.

In August 1906, the second confer-
ence of the Niagara Movement met at
Storer College. The Niagara Movement,
forerunner of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, was the first national organization
that aggressively and unconditionally

Curtis Free Will Baptist Church was considered the college church at Storer College in Harper's Ferry,

West Virginia. The church was named in honor of Rev. Silas Curtis, clerk of the General Conference
from 1835 to 1868. (Kelley and Ashley Joslin in front of the church.) The church was a part of the
property deeded to the National Park Service, and it is no longer utilized as a church.

ple as enjoyed by white America.

The first meeting was conducted at
Niagara Falls, Canada, due to the
nature of the movement and the fear of
reprisals. During the second meeting of
the Niagara Movement at Storer Col-
lege, their purpose was stated as
follows:

The men of the Niagara Movement . . . turn
toward the nation and ask in the name of ten mil-
lion the privilege of a hearing. In the past years,
the work of the Negro-hater has flourished in the
land. Step by step, the defenders of the rights of
American citizens have retreated. The work of
stealing the black man’s ballot has progressed and
the fifty and more representatives of stolen votes

The Lockwood House was considered the main building since it was one of the original buildings

donafed fo the college. Storer College Alumni have restored this building, both inside and out. It
contains a completely restored schoolroom similar to the period of the post Civil War. (Kelley and
Ashley Josiin at left of building.}) The house is usually open to the public.

Against this, the Niagara Movement eternally
protests. We will not be satisfied to take one jot
or tittle less than our full manhood rights, We claim
for ourselves every single right that belongs {0 a
free born American, political and social; and until
we get these rights will never cease to protest and
assail the ears of America. The battle we wage is
not for ourselves alone but for all true Americans,
(From an “Address to the Country” issued by the
second annua! Niagara Meeting, held August
16-19, 1906, at Storer College at Harper's Ferry,
West Virginia.}

The NAACP was founded in New
York City in 1909 by sixty Negro and
white citizens. The Niagara Movement
dissolved itself that same year in favor
of the NAACP, with many of its mem-
bers uniting with the newer
organization.

In 1955, following the decision of the
Supreme Court of the United States
regarding the issue of desegregation,
Storer College closed its doors, and the
property was deeded to the National
Park Service.

In retrospect, it is not my intent to
either condemn or condene the actions
of our forefathers, or to reinterpret what
they expressed, felt and believed.
Rather, it is my sole purpose to state
some facts previously unknown and
unrevealed. The reader is at liberty to
judge for himself the morality of their
actions. d

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend David Joslin
serves as chairman of the Free Will Baptist Histor-
ical Commission, He is also promotional secre-
tary for the Arkansas State Association of Free Will
Baptists.
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newsfront

BARNARD PREPARES INDIA
JOURNAL

GLENNVILLE, GA—Pioneer mission-
ary to India Laura Belle Barnard has
compiled a 575-page India Journal
chronicling her 22-year career as a Free
Will Baptist missionary. Working with
free lance editors Bob and Georgia Hill,
Miss Barnard assembled unedited let-
ters, memos, articles and diary entries
capturing the rebirth of modern Free
Will Baptist foreign missions from 1935
until 1957,

Mr. Hill said that most of the materials
“are presented in their original forms
with inserted corrections still visible in
Miss Barnard’s personal handwriting””
The oversized book weighs almost
seven pounds and is not typeset.

This marks the third book by Laura
Belle Barnard. She previously wrote His
Name Among All Nations and Touch-
ing the Untouchables.

Miss Barnard said it was her purpose
to place complimentary bound copies
of India Journal with: Free Will Baptist
Bible College, Hillsdale FWB College,
California Christian College, Southeast-
ern FWB College, Columbia Bible Col-
lege, Mt. Olive College, FWB Foreign
Missions Department, Woman’s
National Auxiliary Convention, FWB
Historical Commission and the FWB
Executive Office.

Bound copies may be purchased for
$60 each from:

Hillwoed Ministries
250 Rutland Road
Mt, Juliet, TN 37122
615/754-7450

However, orders must be processed
within 30 days of the date this news
item appears in Contact.

THOMPSON LOGS 40 YEARS IN MINISTRY

TULSA, OK—The Reverend Bailey
Thompson celebrated 40 years as a
Free Wil Baptist minister in July. Rev.
Thompson answered the call to preach
July 1, 1948. The Lexington, Okla.,
native was ordained in October 1949,

Members of East Tulsa FWB Church
where Thompson pastors scheduled
special fellowship festivities July 10
honoring him and his ministry. During
four decades of service to the Free Will
Baptist denomination, Brother Thomp-
son pastored churches in Arizena and
Texas as well as Oklahoma.

In addition to his pastoral duties,
Thompson has preached more than
300 revivals. Prior to pastoring the East
Tulsa Church, he served as public rela-
tions director at Hillsdale FWB College
in Moore.

Thompson was elected moderator of
the Arizona and Texas as well as Okia-
homa State Associations during his
ministry in those states. He further
served on Oklahoma’s Sunday School
Board and the Hillsdale College Board
of Trustees. He currently chairs Okia-
homa’s Executive Board.

Bailey and Barbara Thompson have
been married 38 years. They have three
sons—dJerry, Bob and Von. Reverend
Thompson attended Free Wil{ Baptist
Bible College and Odessa College
(Texas).

CALIFORNIA GIRL WINS SCIENCE FAIR

FRESNQ, CA--Jennifer Ryder, a

15-year-old sophomore at Edison Com-
putech High School in Fresno, won first
place at the International Science and
Engineering Fair held last spring in
Knoxville, Tennessee. Jennifer com-
peted with 721 finalists from the United

States and other nations including
Japan, Australia, England and Sweden.
Her project is called, “Rotational Gel
Electrophoresis using the DNA
Molecule”

Reed Resinger, Jennifer’s youth pas-
tor, said, “In layman’s terms she
invented a technique to separate DNA”
Her winning effort won national recog-
nition as well as cash prizes and a
patent.

Jennifer is a member of Harmony
FWRB Church in Fresno, She was con-
verted in November 1987, brought to
Christ by church classmates Andrea
Rarron, Holly Briscoe and Christy
Wright.

Youth Pastor Resinger said, “Jennifer
has been a real blessing to the youth
department. Her faithfulness, sweet atti-
tude and eagerness to serve her Lord
have been a great testimony.”

Jennifer participates in the bus minis-
try and the youth music ministry.



COFFMAN REPORTS ON WRIGHT CO.

SEARCY, AR—Reverend Lawnie Coff-
man, chairman of the Unsecured Cre-
ditors Commiitee for the Glen Wright
Company investors, provided payment
information for claim holders.

Rev. Coffman said that the August
1987 payment was $70,000. The
February 1988 payment to creditors was
$35,000. The August 1988 payment
was $35,000. Mr. Wright belfieves he
can raise the $70,000 per year to
$100,000, paying $50,000 in February
and August,

Mr. Wright turned management of
the Charles Chips Company over to

another manager and took the insur-
ance company back from his brother,
Guy Wright. He started managing it in
March 1988, paying himseif $1,000 per
month from company profits,

Rev. Coffman said, “Anyone desiring
a copy of the Special Examiners Report
on the financial affairs of Glenn Wright
Company may send $3 to me and [ will
mail the report. Or call me”

Rev. Lawnie Coffman
12 Blue Ridge Drive
Searcy, AR 72143
Home Phone: 501/268-0203
Lake House: 501/284-4022
Church: 501/679-2516

DlRECTORY UPDATE

ARKANSAS

Harvey Butler to First Church Harrisan

.. Andy Pearcy to Mt. Caiuary Church
Conway from First Church, Wichita, KS_ N

Gene Cullum to Alice Brooks Church, -
Pocahontas from Qak Grove Church, Lake -
Village

.- Dale Kester to. Calvary Church
.Sprmgdale

Jim Spurlock to First Church, Huntsville
from Victery Church, Springdale

Ronnie Garrett to First Church, Lake Vil-

lage from Harmony Church, Wamen = 7. - -

TENNESSEE

‘Arthur Galloway to Vlctory Church
Sprmgdale g

" David Gentry to Rose Hilt Church Mon
tlcello from Willoughby Church, Warren -:'

-Frank Matchett to Yorktown Church '
Star City :

- Tommy Tims to Faith Church, Jones-
boro from Rose Hill Church, Monticello -

Jackie Brown to South Sebashan
Church, Mansfield

James Spears to First Church, Alma
from independence Church, Naturai Dam

- Eustace Riggs to Trmlty Church
Hamburg

'GEORGIA

Jerome McNease to Christian Hi]]
. Church, Abbeville ’

Kenneth Faison to Deep Creek Church
Midville .

MISSISSIPPI

G. Gene Gilbert to New Lebanon
Church, Tishominge from Feilowshlp
Church, Douglas, GA

-.mlssoum B
Ken Rieter to Mt. Oilue Church Blue“'-'

s Eye from Greenbrler Church Greenbrler, g

Mlchael Garner io Trlnlty Church:

; "'-Bndgefon Rt

. OKLAHOMA

Russe]l Payne ta Flrst Church Drum-
i rlghi from Huntsw]le Church Huntsu:l]e, _

. Sk;p Heflln !o Westgate Church :
: Shawnee : e

_ “John Gibbs, to Syluan Park Church
'Nashwlle : -

WASHINGTON

-~ Dan Parker to Victory Church Easi_
_Wenatchee SNSRI .

- OTHER PERSONNEL

-~ Tim Morgan to Cavanaugh Church Fort
~ Smith, AR, as youth pastor from Weaver's ..
Chapel Church, Batesville, AR = i

“Joe Cutler to West Tulsa Church Tuisa :
OK, as youth minister and choir director "~
- from ~ Sherwood I'ores: Church Ei :
Sobrante, CA ... .

" deff Stegall to Southern Oaks Church -
Oklahoma City, OK, as dn'ector of youth :
- ministries L

John Ailworth to Bethel Church South. .
Roxana IL as youth pastor : @

My Good
Name

By David Copeland

Recently, [ watched my wife and our
exchange student clean the house.
Our exchange student was dusting and
when she came to my wooden name
plaque she asked, ‘Do you want me to
dust this?”

[ replied, “Yes, ] need my name o be
as clean as possibie”

Immediately Proverbs 22:2 sprang to
mind: “A good name is rather to be cho-
sen than great riches. . .. ” This verse
brought three thoughts to mind:

A Good Name is EARNED. Great
riches can be inherited, but a good
name cannot be handed down. The old
saying is true, in that each one of us has
to make a name for himself. What kind
of name are you making?

A Good Name is CHOSEN. The
Bible says that we have the choice of
either having a good name or a bad
name. And we choose the name we
want by the choices we make.

For example, we choose to be either
honest or dishonest, loyal or disloyal,
and with each choice we build a name
that is either good or bad. Do you want
a good name? The choice is yours.

A Good Name is VALUABLE. [t “is
rather to be chosen than great
riches. ... ” Our greatest source of
wealth is not found in material things,
but in what we are to God and to
others, of which our name is a
reflection.

Remember too, that things of great
value are often fragile. So it is with a
good name. It frightening to know that
al] it takes is one careless moment and
this priceless item can be forever ruined.

What does it take to have a good
name? It takes hard work, making the
right choices and being on our guard,
so that this priceless, yet fragile gem is
never ruined.

God grant us the grace and strength
to make a good name, one that will

glorify Him. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend David
Capeland pastors Chapel Lane Free Will Bapfist
Church, Searcy, Arkansas.
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Currently . . . o

Four years ago members of Lower
Coxinth FWB Church, Oak Park, GA,
borrowed $20,300 on a 15-year loan. They
used ali the money, but did not need the 15
years to pay it back. Pastor Jimmy Smith
led the congregation in a note-burning serv-
ice this summer, celebrating paying off the
loan in four year’s fime,

Three ministers spoke at the Arkansas
Tribute to Trailblazers Conference in Septem-
ber: Pastor Jimmy Bundy, Wiison FWB
Church, Belleville; Pastor Carl Cheshier,
Cavanaugh FWB Church, Fort Smith; Pas-
tor J. W. Russell, Poplar Valley FWB
Church, Bono. The Trailblazers Conference
was sponsored by the Christian Educa-
tion Board and open to adults 55 and
older. The three-day conference met at
Camp Beaverfork near Conway.

QOklahoma pastor Keith Burden wiil
speak three times at the state-wide Sunday
School workshop November 5 at
Cavanaugh FWB Church, Fort Smith, AR.
During his three messages, Burden will
examine past traditions, present frends and
future technology. The workshop is spon-
sored by the Arkansas Sunday School
Board.

Calvary FWB Church, Union, SC,
began construction this spring for an
11,000-square-foot sanctuary. The two-story
structure tncludes eight classrooms on the
ground floor with pastor’s study, nursery and
a 300-seat sanctuary on the upper floor.
Pastor Howard Johmnson said the
$150,000 project wilt take a year to com-
plete. Members will do a major portion of
the work.

Members of Community FWB
Church, Florence, SC, plan to move
into a 28,000-square-foot auditorium in
September. The $45,000 building project
also includes two classrooms, choir loft and
baptistry.

After completing remodeling in 1984,
members of First FWB Church,
Chester, SC, were left holding a $138,000
mortgage. Three years later, under the direc-
tion of the late Reverend J. B. Smith, the
25-year mortgage was paid off. Pastor
Leroy Lowery now shepherds the debt-
free congregation.

Henry Justice, thats the name of the
man at Bethel FWB Church, Fort Mill,
SC, who wears the long string of Sunday
School pins. Brother Justice, Sunday School
superintendent and deacon, hasnt missed
Sunday School in 23 years.

L

Reverend H. J. Sawyer was honored at
Bethel FWB Church, Fort Mill, SC, for
50 years in the ministry. The 86-year-old
minister was instrumental in organizing 12
Free Will Baptist churches. He pastored 15
churches during his active ministry. His son
Alvin and one grandson, Junior Justice,
are both Free Wili Baptist ministers.

Construction will begin October 1 for a
new sanctuary a{ First FWB Church,
Walnut Ridge, AR. The 52,080-square-
foot sanctuary will seat 425, Pastor Larry
D. Hughes said that the existing sanctu-
ary built in 1977 will be used as a fellow-
ship hall and children’s church. The Sunday
morning worship service is aired live over
Station KHOX FM in Hoxie.

Tentmaker missionary to Rupert, 1D,
Bill Phillips reports 40 in worship serv-
ices on three out of four Sundays in the
month of June, Brother Phillips pastors in
an area that is overwhelmingly Mormon. He
requests the prayers of Free Wiill Baptists
everywhere.

Lake View FWB Church, Sapulpa,
OK, has a new name. The congregation
moved to facilities at 734 North Ridgeway
in Sapulpa and now goes by the name New
Hope FWB Church.

Oklahoma laymen Howard Gwartney,
Harvey Jones and Waymon Ray left
June 18 to help construct a church buiiding
in Omaha, NE, for home missionary
Jerry McClary,

Members of Allen FWB Church,
Sapulpa, OK, took pledges and cash top-
ping $38,000 one Sunday in June to refur-
bish and eniarge their church sanctuary.
Johnny Bilby pastors.

The Oklahoma State Mission
Board reports that one association, the
Southeastern Association, gave
$8,000 toward the $20,000 goal needed to
purchase property in Hugeo. Another greup,
First Oklahoma Association, voted to
give $100 per church for a total of $2,600
toward the purchase of property.

Members of First FWB Church, New
Castle, DE, plan to start another chuich.
Pastor Richard Atwood says the group
plans to do it this way: Hire an assistant pas-
tor; buy property; start a land and building
fund; begin services in early 1989; build a
new church,

Pastor Jim Summerson reports Sun-
day School attendance at Mount Calvary
FWB Church, Hookerton, NC, up 10
percent over 1987. The group averaged 346
in the month of June for Sunday School
attendance.

e e e s s e s

The 1988 fall Sunday School enlarge-
ment campaign gets underway the first Sun-
day in October using the “Lift Him Up”
theme. The five-week campaign will spot-
light Sunday School growth in churches
under nine different categeries ranging from
newly established to those averaging more
than 500. The campaign is sponsored by
Randall House Publications.

First FWB Church, Lake Village,
AR, organized on March 20 with 29 peo-
ple present and called Ronnie Garrett as
pastor. The group was presented a clear title
to the church building and property by the
local Missionary Baptist Association. Two
months later the church had received 56
members and had 94 in attendance. Among
the first items of business was the adoption
of the Cooperative Plan of Support.

Ted Patton recently retired from his
Sunday School class at Easley's Chapel
FWB Church in Comanche, TX.
Brother Patton taught the same class for 60
years. Even more remarkable, that class was
the teenage class!

Contact welcomes Missions, a bi-monthly
publication of the Texas FWB Mission
and Church Extension Board, David
Sutton chairs the board.

John and Cindy McNay led their Sun-
day School class to construct a model of
Noahs Ark. The model is approximately
one-seventy-fifth of the size described in
Genesis. After completing the project, the
Sunday School class put the balsa wood and
paper ark on display in the lobby at South-
ern Oaks FWB Church, Oklahoma
City, OK. James Puckett pastors.

Pastor Wade Parker said members of
Tippett's Chapel FWB Church, Clay-
ton, NC, raised more than $4,300 for mis-
sionary Ron Callaway. The June 26
offering was raised above regular tithes and
offerings, according to Pastor Parker.

Pastor Larry Cook reports five new
members at Bear Point FWB Church,
Sesser, IL. The group also purchased a
second church van.

Members of First FWB Church, Mt.
Vernon, IL, celebrated 58 years of con-
tinuous service in their community.
Howard Flota pastors.

The Southeastern FWB College
Tip-Off Tournament is scheduled December
1-3 at Raleigh Christian Academy in
Raleigh, NC. Competing this year will be
returning champion Cramerton Christian,
Cramerton, NC, and runner-up Faith Chris-
tian from Goldsbore along with six other

teams. @
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Herman L. Hersey
Executive Secretary-Treasarer

What is your attitude toward money and possessions?

Do you love money? What will
you sacrifice, risk or endanger to
get wealth? To what lengths will
you go to get possessions? Below
are short summaries of biblical
principles. Test your attitude.
(Keep in mind that Americans are
rich compared to other people in
the world.}

Do you love-~trust in or rely on—
riches? Then, vou are not devoted to
God. It is impossible io serve or to rely
on God and money simultaneousiy.
You are servant of one or the other. A
camel can pass through the eve of a
needle easier than you can enter God’s
kingdom—if you place your confidence
in money and possessions (Luke 16:13;
Mark 10:24-25}.

If your riches increase and you set
your affection on them, you wiif surely
fall. Both income and riches are uncer-
tain {Psalm 62:10; Proverbs 11:28; |
Timothy 6:17).

Are you rich? Dont be proud and
look down on others who have less.

God makes rich and He makes poor.
He is the Creator of both (I Samuel 2:7;
Proverbs 22:2; T Timothy 6:17).

Be careful. Don’t even entertain the
thought that you get wealth by your
power and might. Remember God gives
you the power to earn (Deuteronomy
8:10-17).

Learn a lesson from Solomon who
sought and gained great wealth and
possessions: If you love money, vou will
never have enough; if you love abun-
dance, you will never be satisfied with
your income (Ecclesiastes 5:10).

Are you eager to be rich? The desire
to get rich will cause you to fall into
temptation and a frap. Ultimately it
teads to harmfui desires, ruin and
destruction (I Timothy 6:9).

For, the love of money is the root
from which all evil grows. A craving for
money causes you to stray from God.
To love money is to invite grief, sorrow
and mental anguish (I Timothy 6:10).

It is far better to have less and be in
right relationship with God than by
unjust gain to have great riches and the
trouble that comes with them (Proverbs
15:16).

Dont work so hard to be rich. Stop
thinking about it. Why pursue riches?
Just when you think you have weadith,
it suddenly disappears. Like an eagle
that flies off into the skies, riches take
wings and fly right out of your grasp
(Proverbs 23:4-5).

Free yourself from the craving for
wealth and possessions. Be satisfied
with what you have. Learn tc be con-
tent with your circumstances and your
earnings. God will never forsake you,
and He knows what you need even
before you do {I Timothy 6:6-8;
Hebrews 13:5; Matthew 6:8),

Give up the illusion that money can
buy vour real needs, It is just your imagi-
nation that wealth is security (Proverbs
18:11).

No amount of money can ransom
you from death and corruption in the
grave. Neither can riches buy redemp-
tion for yourself or your family. Silver
and gold provide no security in the day
of judgment. Only faith in Christ assures
eternal life with God {(Psalm 49.7-8;
Proverbs 11:4; Zephaniah 1:18).

Fear the Lord and delight yourself in
Joliowing His commandments. Then,
His true wealth and riches will be in
your house, and your righteousness will
endure forever {(Psalm 112:1-3). )

Enclosed is $ . a5 a gift (

Hn memory of {

. lay up for yourselves ireasures in heaven, where neither moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” {Matthew 6:20-21}.

) in honor of

Acknowledge to

Donor

Qccasion (if in honor of)

Master's Men Endowment
FWHB Foundation Endowment
Other

e
o e et et e

birthday, anniversary, holiday, etc.

Cooperative Plan of Support Endowment—ifor all national ministries
Foreign Missions Endowment—for all foreign missions ministives
Metcalf Memorial Endowment—for Brazil missions

A minimum of $100 is required to establish a new endowment.

Clip and mail to: FWB Foundation, PO, Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202.
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Master’'s Men Endowment Trust Fund
Enabling the Future, Part 2

The Broad View

Fund raisers note that non-profit insti-
tutions (hospitals, colleges, etc.) receive
nearly 60 percent of their funding
through endowment giving. The Free
Will Baptist denomination receives only
minimal funding in this manner. Few
members have been challenged to con-
sider this method of giving.

Endowment giving usually results
after the death of an individual. This
occasion has been almost totally
ignored as an opportunity to give to the
Lord a portion of an individuals estate.
Yet this method can provide a sense of
satisfaction to a person contemplating
the end of this physical life.

Elderly men and women with no
dependents or with self-sufficient chil-
dren may extend their stewardship
beyond this life by considering many
methods of giving from their estates.
Some methods can even lessen the bur-
den of caring for property and resources
during the years of declining health and
vitatity, Space will not permit listing or
explaining these methods. If more infor-
mation is desired, contact the Free Wil
Baptist Foundation for material already
available,

Younger people sometimes believe
they cannot give large gifts to a minis-
try because their incomes are limited or
obligated to other needs. This articie

addresses one manner of giving major
sums fo any ministry ... including
Master’s Men for only modest monthly
investments.

Perpetual Gifts

Now there’s a way almost every aver-
age lay person can give a large sum to
Master’s Men. The gift will go on giving
each vyear, forever, unfil the Lord
returns. This perpetual gift will allow you
a new way to become involved in the
Lord’s work.

You can help change Master’s Men.
Your participation in this future financ-
ing becomes a beautiful testimony tell-
ing how God uses laymen in mighty
and lasting ways. A modest monthly
investment for 10 years results in a per-
petual dift to the Lord’s work.

Men are already using this method to
eventually give a large cash gift to
Master’s Men Endowment Trust. Here
are some “shared blessings” among our
Master's Men right now:

—A man has included the Department
in a Living Trust for a portion of his
estate,

—A family included the Department in
their will for one-fourth of their estate.
—A man and his wife {a LifeFriend!}
included Master's Men in their wil for
a life insurance settlement of $25,000
each.

—Two men have begun $25,000 poli-
cies in the Endowment Builders per-
petual gift plan.

One man can make a difference . . .
a group can make a miracle! You can
change Masters Men. Will you make a
difference?

Wite to Master's Men Department for
more information. A complete
prospectus is ready to mail when we
receive your request.

Master’s Men
P. Q0. Box 1088
Nashville, TN 37202

@



‘Department of Home I

Historic Church Builds Again!

O 1 sune 30, 1780, a preacher by the
name of Benjamin Randall and a lay-
man, Mr. Robert Boody, met in the lat-
ter's home with three other people and
organized a church with the “Free Will”
persuasion of doctrine. This marked the
beginning of the first Free Will Baptist
church in the northern United States
that 200 years later would be desig-
nated a National Historical Landmark
by the Federai Government.

The church prospered through the
years and an auditorium was built on a

d Church Extension
Free Will Baptists

By Roy Thomas

ridge outside the community, Later, a
second building was constructed in the
downtown area of the community. For
years the congregation used the ridge
church during the summer months and
the town church during the winter
months. Because of the quaint and
serene beauty of the old ridge church,
and because of its historical importance
to both New Hampshire and to the Free
Wili Baptist denomination, it was set
aside as an historical landmark.

The 1910-11 merger of many Free
Wilt Baptist churches with the {(now)

First Free Will Baptist Church, New Durham, New Hampshire

American Baptist Convention placed
this historic church with that group.
However, on March 25, 1981, the
church voted to affiliate with the
National Association of Free Will
Baptists.

This church, believing that together
with the Home Missions Board’s assis-
tance, a vibrant, solid, Bible-preaching
church could be built, then requested a
home missionary pastor to come lead
the group. Since this was the only
church of any kind in the community
of New Durham, and since there could
be no finer monument to the memory
of Benjamin Randall, the Home Mis-
sions Board sent Jim and Pat Nason to
work with this group.

The Nasons arrived in New Durham
in November 1982 and launched an
evangelistic ministry at the place where
so much history was made for Free Will
Baptists. Because of gradual growth, the
church outgrew both the old ridge
church and the downtown building. The
congregation then purchased eight
acres on the outskirts of town to build
a third, larger building.

* In May 1987, rissionary builder
Howard Gwartney and a group of
volunteer workers went to New Durham
to construct a new building for this
historic church. The present congrega-
tion of the First Free Will Baptist Church
now occupies a new 6,500-square-foot
building which is not only a memorial
to the past but a testimony of God’s
power today and a promise of His pro-

vision in the future. &
v/
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From My Window

Spring? Summer? Fall? What's your
favorite season? When it's October, my
favorite is fall,

The sky is that deep October blue.
The air has just a touch of winters
breath. And the colors! In Middle Ten-
nessee we are surrounded with gor-
geous colors. Some leaves look as
though, if you put them in your mouth,
they would melt there.

It may be a dark, cloudy day, but you
turn a corner, and suddenly the world
seems to light up. It's the sunny gold of
maple trees all in a row. It's fall with all
its beauty and delight.

Aren’t the seasons wonderful? Fall,
winter, spring, summer—they all have
their beauty and delights.

And so it is with the seasons of life,
God has given us youth, middle age
and old age to enjoy.

My German tutor, a retired teacher,
used to say, “Miss Wisehart, every age
has its compensations. Now, my com-
pensation for being old is that [ can say
whatever | wish. People just say, ‘Oh,
well, she's just a little old lady.”

What is your compensation just now?

In youth we're ignorant of life and
therefore sometimes foolish. Yet our
youthful resilience compensates for that,

Then we struggle with the middle age
slump, but freedom to breathe and think
and take stock of our lives may com-

pensate for the empty nest and nagging
questions about values.

Then comes old age. One compen-
sation for old age is the recognition that
we are putting off in order to put on.
Are we losing hearing, vision, strength?
As these decline, remember we are
approaching that season when all will
be made new. We shall be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is (I John 3:2).

God has given us beauty and delights
for each season of life. Ecclesiastes 3:11;
“He hath made everything beautiful in
his time”

What season are you experiencing?
Don't miss God’s beauty for this time.

Good News from Cuba

Roberto Perez and Gilberto Diaz
visited the WNAC office August 4.

They report that La Sociedad de Las
Damas {the National Women’s Conven-
tion) in Cuba is 400 strong and doing
a great work.

Each woman, besides her tithes and
offerings to the church, gives $1 per
month to the convention.

Right now the women are especially
concerned about reopening the Free
Will Baptist training center, Cedars of
Lebanon, in Pinar del Rio.

When the schoot opens this fall, one
of the five students will be a woman.

The Cuban women meet in their
annual convention in May.

Pray for our sisters in Cuba.

Woman s Window
jon the Worlid

By Mary R. Wisehart

Eunice Edwards Fund
August 8, 1988—%$15,434.56

Meeting the Goal

Before December 31, we need
$20,000 in order to meet the goal of
$10.000 a year for $50,000 in the
Eunice Edwards Funds by 1991.

The amount above includes the
$1,748.75 given in a special offering at
the convention in Kansas City.

Make sure your Auxiliary is among
those giving to the Eunice Edwards
Fund, a loan fund to help build
churches on our mission fields abroad.

Mexican Students Receive
Scholarships

Edelmira Anaya, Ramon Zuniga and
Carlos Rubio from our Free Will Bap-
tist work in Mexico, entered Free Will
Baptist Bible College this fall,

The Convention voted in July to
divide among these students the funds
coming into WNAC's Foreign Scholar-
ship Fund ({formerly National Student
Fund} through February 1989.

Presently the fund has only $690.
Can we make it $1,000 each by Febru-
ary 19897

Here's your opportunity to help train
Mexicans to work in Mexico.

National Dues Increased

One of the resolutions adopted at the
convention in Kansas City raised
national dues from $1.50 to $2
annually.

Dues help pay expenses of the
WNAC office in Nashville.

Some Auxiliaries have already sent
their dues for 1989 to the district treas-
urer. Next year, however, each local
Auxiliary should collect $2 national
dues in addition to the district and state
dues.

The reports coming to WNAC for the
convention in 1990 should include $2
per member for national dues, 3
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In Remembrance Of ..,
By...

Jvan E. Baker
Mrs. 1. E. Baker
Langley, OK

Charles Barker
Mrs. Ruby Barker
Morehead City, NC

Clyde Bennett
Pine Level Church Auxiliary
Alma, GA

Charles A. Carpentier
Howard and Myrna Carpentier
Oklahoma City, OK

Mary Lou Ennis
Head's Church Auxiliary
Cedar Hill, TN

Bessie Essex
First Church Auxiliary
Louigville, KY

John B. Ewing
First Church Auxiliary
Royal, AR

James Frazier
Mrs. Agnes Frazier
Nashville, TN

Jasper G. Harris, Sr.
First Church Auxiliary
Newport News, VA

Odell Harris
Head's Church Auxiliary
Cedar Hill, TN

J.W. L. Johnson
Pine Level Church Auxiliary
Alma, GA

G. C. Joyner
N C Woman's Auxiliary
Raleigh, NC

{eslie George Ketron
Bloss Memerial Church
Arlington, VA

Minnie Belle Ketron
Bloss Memorial Church
Arlington, VA

J. B. Parsons
Olivet Church Auxiliary
Clarksville, TN

Remembrance

Mrs. Dora Pennington

Wilson's Chapel Auxiliary

Norton, VA

Buford Pierce
Marvin Chape! Auxiliary
Mariarma, FL

G. W. Reynolds
N C Woman's Auxiliary
Raleigh, NC

Qwen Thomas
Mrs. Qwen Thomas
Smithfield, NC

In Honor Of ...
By ...

Homer Arrowood
William H. Herms
Belmont, NC

Gerald Brown

Pleasant Hill Church Auxiliary

Vienna, GA

Bruce Clark
Faith Church Master’s Men
Morganton, NC

Free Will Baptist Ministers
White Plains Church Master’s Men
Blakely, GA

Joe Jones
Sulphur Springs Church Auxiliary
Northport, AL

Mrs. Eva Mitchell
Cove City Church Auxiliary
Cove City, NC

Mrs. Ruby Nobles
Howard Grove Church Auxiliary
Cottonwood, AL

Charles Powell
Bethel Church Auxiliary
Ashland City, TN

J. D. Ramsey, Sr.
Qak Grove Church Master's Men
Greeneville, TN

R. P. Ritch
Alabama Woman’s Auxiliary
Vernon, AL

Roger Russell
New Salem Church Auxiliary
Colquitt, GA

Adam Scott
Myrth Blackman
Smithfield, NC

Billy Sharpston
White Qaks Church Auxiliary
Macon, GA

James R. Smith
Esserville Church Auxiliary
Wise, VA

Ralph Staten
Wooddale Church Auxiliary
Knoxville, TN

Anne Thompson
Faith Church Auxiliary
Morganton, NC

Jerry Watson
First Church Auxiliary
Visalia, CA

Wade Webb
Kilsyth Church Auxiliary @
Mt. Hope, WV

size of the gift.

Amount §

Given by

A Living Memorial

There is a special way in which the Board of Retirement can help you. The next time you wish
to honor a departed friend or loved one you may do so by sending a memeriat gift (in any amount
you like) to the Board of Retirement. Families of those whose memories you have honored will
be notified by an appropriate card and the names will be listed (without mentioning the amount
given) in one of our publications.

YOUR DOLLARS DO DOURLE DUTY with memorial giving. 1.} You properly care for a per-
sonal obligation and 2.} at the same time help our ministry with retired ministers and missicnaties.

ITS PRIVATE AND NON-COMPETITIVE. You don't have to “keep up with the Joeneses.” The
amount of your gift is confidential and the same acknowledgement card is sent regardless of the

ITS TAX DEDUCTIBLE. Every gift receives a tax deductible receipt.

In memory of

Send Cards to

Clip and mail to the Board of Retirement, PO. Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202
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IREPORT

J606 WEST ENO AVENUE
PO BOX 50117

(6754 3831340

It's graduation day—May 12,
After degrees are handed cut. students
and wvisitors rush to their cars, and the
"exodus”  begins-—evervone heads
home. But someone in the crowd turms
and says to a stalf member, 1 guess
you 're looking forward to a quiet sum-
mer.”

Quiet? You must be kidding! The
summer of 1988 was one of the busiest
in FWEBBC history! We had people

“Whew!

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 372050117

by Bert Tippett
Publications Director

dorms to keep open. We also taught
two graduate school courses last sum-
mer, one in May and another in Au-
gust. running five days each.

In June. the college was host io
1650 CTS competitors from across the
state for two days. What alively group!

Two Summer Camp 88 programs
were held on campus. In June, high
school students who were interested in
music and drama were on campus for

The national YET team was one of FWBBC's visitors last summer.

staying on campus for 70 nights be-
tween May and August—everyone from
missionaries to cheerleaders!

It seerns that some people assume
the folks at the Bible College just take
the summer off and relax for three
months. Notso. Many of the teachers
use the summer to hold revivals, pursue
further studies. and stay busy doing a
host of other things.

The campus? [t buzzes like & hive
all summer.

I begins with Summer Schoal,
right after graduation, running for five
weeks. We had 67 students enrclied.
and that meant meals to serve and

aweek. They learned and practiced all
week, and then displayed their talents
in area Free Will Baptist churches cn
Sunday. Later, in August, we held our
first basketball camp on camypus, and
were impressed with the need to air
condition our gym!

Truth and Peace, the leadership
program sponsored by Randall House,
met here for a week in July—56 young
people and sponsors. What a group!
Talent and energy in perpetual motion!
We long to see the Lord use every one
of them.

What a contrast, in August. when
122 of our Free Will Baptist {oreign

What A Summer!”

missionaries held their retreat with us .
The atmosphere was saturated with
their quiet dedication. We tiptoed into
the caleteria for lunch, finding them at
prayer,

The national YET team visited us
inJune, and so did a youth group from
Hyde Park FWE Church. Norfolk, VA,
in duly .

Wewere also pleased to host meet-
ings Tor non-Free Will Baptist groups.
Child Evangelism Fellowship held a
nine-day camp on campus in June.
Fifty-five statlers and high schoal stu-
dents spent the time sharing means of
reaching children with the gospel. They
were intense and enthusiasic. We were
glad to have them,.

But the trophy for enthusiasm
would have to go to the cheerleaders!
In July, we had 78 rompin’. stompin’
cheerleaders from the Middle Tennes-
see Christian Athletic Association to
hold their camp on campus. In spite of
blistering heat, they had the spirit
{"Oh, yeah.™)!

Many of us will never {orget the
summer of ‘88, when we had 645
guests (345 overnight in the dorms),
served them 5,100 meals. and washed
hundreds ofsheets. pilow cases. towels
and wash cloths for them!

Are we complaining? Not at all.
We loved every minute of it.

But it's nice to have some 300 stu-
dents back on campus so we can settle
back into the quiet routine of training
the finest young people to be found
anywhere. | @



By Fred Warner

AR

D

Director of Church Ministries for Foreign Missions

he telephone rang! The pastor
grabbed the receiver. A mis-

sionary on the other end

greeted him: “I'm calling to see if |
can schedule a service in your
church on Monday evening,
November 237

After a long pause, the pastor
replied, “We would like to have you
in our church for a service, but Mon-
day is not a good time for us. How-
ever, if you can come on a Sunday
morning or Sunday evening, we will
be delighted to have you”

This typical response characterizes
the average church during these
days. More and more our mission-
aries and staff encounter difficulty in
seeking to schedule missions serv-
ices on “off nights” of the week, As
a rule, pastors would like to have a
missionary on Sunday morning,
Sunday evening, or Wednesday
evening because regular services are
better attended. But if a missionary
is in an area away from home and
has services only on Wednesday and
Sunday, he is more or less idle for
five days even though the expense
of lodging and meals goes on. Such
a practice is poor stewardship.

Believe it or not, something can
be done about this problem.

Some Possibilities

First, if area pastors and churches
would be flexible and wiiling to move
their Wednesday evening service to
either Tuesday or Thursday, then the
missionary could easily have services
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
as well as twice on Sunday. This
would mean five services per week.

But that still leaves the missionary
with Monday, Friday, and Saturday
open. lf a pastor feels a service on
Monday or Friday evening would
not produce positive results in terms
of attendance and exposure for the
missionary and missions, then let me
suggest that he gather his'church
leaders together with some missions-
minded families or individuals at
someone’s home, Then, allow the
missionary to share the burden of his
heart via videotape, slides, or what-
ever, Make it somewhat informal but
spend some time getting acquainted.

Monday and Friday evenings can
also be utilized by having a service
with an auxiliary of the church such

as Master's Men or Womans Aux-
iliary or even a young people’s rally.
Such meetings need to be suggested
in plenty of time to allow for ade-
quate preparation.

Missionary Banquet

Another approach might be a
missionary banquet with an interna-
tional dinner. The missionary could
be given time on the program to
present his ministry and field of serv-
ice. This type meal not only provides
an excellent setting for presenting
missions but gives the opportunity
to get personally acquainted with the
missionary.

An afternoon tea with non-
working women might be profitable
and would be another means of get-
ting people personally acquainted
with a missionary.

Perhaps the youth in the church
or other church members could offer
other suggestions to make the mis-
sionary’s time meaningful and prac-
tice good stewardship. One thing is
certain: Something must be done to
“redeem the time” of the fruitless “off
nights”
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Green Tree Bible $tudy

. Robert E. Picirilli

| Psalm 119 (Part Two)

| The Beauty of the Word of God

egardless of the identity or date of

Psalm 119, Gods Spirit inspired
the human author to pen some mighty
words about the Word of God. As noted
in the previous column, God's Word is
His law (in the broadest and best sense},
what He has spoken in revealing His
will.
1. One of the themes of this dramatic
hymn to the Word of God is straight-
forward admiration of that faw. Over

. and over the psalmist attributes first one

wonderful characteristic and then
another to God’s Word. As we read
through the psalm these perfections
shine like varicolored sparkles from the
facets of a diamond we turn in our
hands.

Thus God’s judgments are good {v.
39)—good because God Himself is the
essence of goodness, And they are
good because the keeping of them is for
man’s good.

So are His judgments or precepts
right (ww.75, 128). They reflect God’s
own righteous character and therefore
show the right way for man to watk. To
confess that something is right means,
ultimately, to agree both in speech and
conduct. God’s commandments or tes-
timonies are also faithful {yv. 86, 138}.
They reveal the unchanging steadfast-
ness of God to His covenant promises
and provide the framework for man to
experience that faithfulness.

Furthermore, God's commandment is
broad, exceedingly so {(v. 96). As Keii
and Delitzsch observe, the psaimist
knows that the best things of earth have
limits; God's law however, is “unlimited

in its duration and verification” Its truths
and treasures are without bounds.

Then God’s words are sweet (V. 103).
Because they teach what is good and
right and practical and wise, they are
precious and pleasant.

Again, His testimonies are wonder-
ful {v. 129): that is, they reveal things
that one responds to in wonder and
amazement. They contain things
beyond natural understanding, things
exalted above everyday life. We learn
things there that we can learn nowhere
else.

And His judgments are upright and
righteous (vv. 137, 138). True, God’s
revealed will requires certain conduct
from men, but all these refiect the holy
and just character of God and His good
will for men to be just and upright.

God’s Word is likewise pure (v. 140).
Like precious gold refined and re-
refined in the fire untit all imperfections
are gone, it has no blemishes. It is with-
out spot, and no fault with it can be
found.

Finally (although this list is not
exhaustive}, the Word of God is true (v.
160)—as Keil and Delitzsch translate
this clause, “The sum of Thy word is
truth” Everything else God's Word is, it
is that because it is this. One is never
led astray by listening to God's revealed
will. By His very character God can
speak nothing false or misleading.

11. Because God's Word is so beauti-
fully multi-faceted, man should do
nothing less than respond to it with his
whole being. Perhaps that is the reason
the psaimist relates the law of God to
every pari of himself.

Thus God's Word corrects and guides
mans feef (vv. 59, 105). It attracts his
hands (v. 48). It directs his eyes, both
in what fo see and what not to (vv, 18,
37, 123). I provides pleasure and satis-
faction for his mouth (vv. 133, 131)—
which includes prompting his lips {vv.
13, 171} and tongue {v. 172}). Then
man’s whole being is invoived: the Word
must be in his heart {vv. 11, 80, 112}
and have the commitment of his soul--
his very innermost self {vv. 20, 167).

One rejoices to give all of himself to
a revelation so trustworthy and perfect.
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