























housing, hospital and life insurance,
social security benefits, retirement,
educational expense, expenses paid to
state and national meetings.

If the pastor lives in the parsonage his
pay package should be expanded
enough to allow the purchase of his
own home. Many pastors have bought
and paid for houses for churches out of
their own salary.

What is the Pastor’s Role in Determining
the Pay Package?

He must think he deserves to be paid
well for the job he does. After all, pov-
erty is not a sign of spirituality. Also, his
family deserves to live as well as other
people in the church.

Second:
The pastor must have the boldness to

speak up for the needs of himself and
the church staff,

Third:
Keep the church well informed of

church finances. Don't hide salaries and
benefits from the church members.

Fourth:

Invite professionals in for stewardship
seminars and teach courses on
stewardship.

Compare pastor and staff salaries
with other Free Will Baptist churches
and other denominations.

Get the facts together; do your home
work.

One well-known minister said, “No
church has ever been challenged to
heights of faith by studying its budget”
That is true! When we look at next year's
financlal needs with only this year’s
resources, a proposed church budget
can look frightening. But this is just one
more opportunity for a church to trust
God for a miracle.

Instead of asking, “Can we afford it?”
the budget committee should ask, Do
we need it?” or “Is it right?” God has
promised to supply our every need
{Philippians 4:19) and that includes the
pastors and staff’s salaries.

Jesus said, “According to your faith be
it unto you” From a practical standpoint
that means if a church trusts Gad to give
their staff adequate salaries, He will. But
if they don't trust Him, He won't,

It is precisely at this point many
budget committees fail to apply the
principies of faith collectively and limit

God by their unbelief. One reason some
churches never see God do ‘exceed-
ingly, abundantly above all they could
ask or think” is because they don't take
that step of faith that enlists the exciting
power of God on their behalf.

Frequently a budget committee will
ask, “What will the church people say if
we give the pastor or staff a significant
raise at the annual meeting?” A recent
survey states the following responses:

1. About 40 percent of active mem-
bers say, “Praise the Lord, it's about
time?”

2, About 5-10 percent may respond
with, “What are they trying to do, over-
pay them?”

3. About 50 percent don't pay
enough attention to even notice it.

[n any event, it is usually forgotten by
95 percent of the congregation within
the next two to four weeks after the
business meeting. But the pastor, staff
members and their families remember it
for the next 12 months.

Yes, it is time church leaders take a
new fook at the salary standards for its
faithful workers. The living standards of
the church pastor and workers reflect
the standards of the church. Be inspired
to trust God. Be generous. The biblical
principle, “Give and it shall be given
unto you,” works two ways. S

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Milburn Wilson pas-
tors Sherwood Forest Free Will Baptist Church, E!
Sobrante, California. The church has 27 jull-time
employees on staff and a budget of nearly
700,000 annuaily. He also serves on the national
Home Missions Board.

The Next Time I Move

By Vern Gunnels, Jr.

lthough most preachers do not

know where their next tour of duty
will take them, there is one plan of
attack that | hope to initiate the next
time I move. And that is, be a substitute
teacher in the public schools.

Here in Marion County, Alabama,
anyone with a high school diploma can
pay a 310 registration fee at the
Superintendent’s office, then contact
each of the school business offices
expressing a desire to substitute.

My wife was the first to sign up, not so
much for the extra income, but for the
public refations. She met not only scores
of children, but teachers and other sub-
stitutes, principals, parents, coaches and
community leaders. She couldn't go
anywhere without some smiling litile
face excitedly calling out, “Hello, Mrs.
Gunnels!” Friendships were established,
lives touched, God glorified. And she

was an ambassador for Christ in the
classroom,

Maybe your school system is differ-
ent. Some are like the Omaha,
Nebraska, system that told a 10-year-
old boy not to bring his Bible to school
and read it in class. The teacher with the
principal's backing, of course, was
advocating the separation of church and
state to the extreme. Caution and wis-
dom must be exercised until you ascer-
tain the spiritual temperature of your
situation.

Surveys among high schoolers reveal
some of their greatest concerns: fear of
World War Il and death rank high. Sui-

- cide is said to be the number two cause

of death next to reckless driving. Where
else can the Christian soldier find a bet-
ter place to reveal Philippians 1:217
Maybe [ won't be so fortunate to have
a cooperative school board with my
next assignment. That’s ckay, too. But
there's one thing | do know. With the
Lord’s help, | hope to be a substitute
teacher in the public schools the next
time [ move. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Vernon Gun-
nels, Jr. has pastored Free Will Baptist churches in
California, Arkansas and Alabarna. He currently
resides in Hamilton, Alabama.
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Preachers’ Kids Speak Out!

By Sandra Atwood

hen our oldest son was 5, he

w wanted to play church. He

10/CONTACT/August '89

made a pulpit, a file drawer set on end
with a carpet square on top “so it won’t
hurt my hand if [ hit it” He used two but-
ter bowls to take the offering. Once he
and his younger brother got into a fight
over the piece of candy Daddy put into
the offering.

For a 5-year-old he preached some
interesting sermons. He did all right with
Noah and the ark until he came to the
part when Noah gathered the animals.
Then he said that Noah used a secret
word to call them in. Once when
preaching about Daniel and the lions,
he said, “The angel closed the licng

R

mouths and that’s what ya'll should do”

These are precious memories for us
{once our 2-year-old came to the “serv-
ice” nude because the call to worship
sounded as he was getting into the tub}.

| interviewed preachers kids from
ages 4 to 57 to find out what they liked
and disliked about being a “PK.” what
their opinions were, and what advice
they waould give to other PK’s and to
pastors. Some were disillusioned and
out of church, while others were grate-
ful and in Bible College.

PK Advantages

The first question | asked was, “What
were the advantages of being a PK?”

The most frequent answer was “the
exira love and attention” they received
as PK’s. They felt popular and loved the
acceptance it brought. Many PK’s
received special freatment and one PK
said it opened doors for jobs for him.

A pastors wife said that the biggest
advantage for her as a PK and for her
own PK's now is the large extended
family-~the extra aunts, uncles,
brothers, sisters, and grandparents. One
PK liked the opportunity to meet the
leaders who visited their home.

A few PK’s fiked the chance to live in
new places since “you could always start
out with a clean slate” Many liked to visit
different churches. One PK especially
liked going with his dad to revivals in
other states.

One PK’s happiest memories were
trips to National Associations, the family
talk in .the car and fun after they got
there. Many felt that being born into a
pastors family gave them benefits—a
solid moral foundation, a good home
life, and a sense of respect for them-
selves and others. A few said there were
no advantages, only disadvantages.

PK Disadvantages

What did PK’s consider the biggest
disadvantages? The disadvantage listed
most often was always being in the pub-
lic eye. One PK said, “Everybody is
watching you--all you do, what you
say, what you wear and where you go”

Some PK’s felt that others pre-judged
them and expected too much. Some
felt that others left them no rcom for
mistakes. One PK said he had “too
many parents with too keen eyes’”

Another disadvantage mentioned
often was the constant moving. Most
did not like starting to a new school.
One PK remembers feeling petrified of
elementary schools. They did not like
leaving familiar settings and old friends.
Another PK thought a big disadvantage
was the lack of recreational trips, not
enough time away, none or very few
vacations.




PK's Admire Dad

The third question: “What do you
admire most about your dad?” Every PK
interviewed admired certain qualities in
their fathers, although they didn't always
have positive feelings toward the minis-
try. One PK admired his dad’s determi-
nation to win people to the Lord, even
when he didn’t get much help from the
congregation. Many admired their
father's consistency. Some warked at a
job and built a church, too,

One said he admired his father
because he kept going whether he felt
like it or not. Another said he admired
his father’s commitment to the Word, no
matter the cost. Words like hard work-
ing, loving, concerned and supportive
surfaced often. The ability to put his
family’s needs before his cwn made one
girl admire her dad. Most of those inter-
viewed respected their fathers as men of
God.

Advice to Other PK's

The last two questions concerned
advice to other PK’s and to pastors or
preachers. The most common advice to
other PK's: Be yourself. Please God, not
others. You are human and will make
mistakes. One PK advises, “Don’t let
what other people say or do get you
down” Keep a growing, honest relation-
ship with God and your parents. One
53-year-old PK says a close relationship
with your parents makes the moves
easier.

One PK says, “Realize that each job
has its own drawbacks. Other business-
men and service people have to move
often and be gone a lot” Some said, “Be
proud of the fact that you're a PK. Its a
privilege, but don't lord it over others.
Don't act like you should get everything
just because you're a PK”

One wise 19-year-old offered a piece
of advice that will bying contentment no
matter the situation, “Try to enjoy every-
thing you do, whether you like it or not”

Adpvice to Pastors

Their advice to pastors: “Keep your
priorities right” Put God first, your
family next and then the church. Chil-
dren who know they rate below the
church grow up resenting it. Afraid of
offending members, pastors rush to
their aid when it probably could wait.
One PK said, “Don’t drop your plans to
go tishing because Sister Matilda has a
sore toe and needs you?”

If people can live with marital conflict

for months, then surely they can wait
unti! tomorrow night if tonight is the
school recital. Sure, a pastor is on call.
Sure, there are emergencies and times

“when the Holy Spirit is at work, but

carefully evaluate each situation. If you
want your child’s respect, then keep
your word,

“Spend time with your family,” they
advised. One PK suggested that you
spend one night a week solely with your
family. Ask you congregation’s cooper-
ation in this matter. Take some time to
plan with your family. Listen to them.
Laugh with them. Play with them.
Enjoy being with them.

Pastor Charles Staniey says that some
kids are not on their parents team
because the parents never got on their
team. Show love to them. Look at them
as a gift from God, not a burden.

A pastor’s schedule can be hectic, but
is usually flexible. If he plans carefully,
he can take the afternoon off to be at a
som’s ball game.

Another PK advised, “Take a vaca-
tion together” It's such a good time to
create happy memories. Only you can
make your family what it ought to be.
You need close family ties to weather
the storms.

Several PK’s said, “Let your kids be
kids” Love and accept them for who
they are, imperfect humans in the proc-
ess of change. About half the PK’s sur-
veyed felt that their parents had high
expectations, but almost all said they felt
that church members had higher expec-
tations of them. That's a difficult role to
fill, especially for a kid who has a ot of
learning and grewing to de.

One PK admitted that he had to not
only live his parents’ convictions, but
also the churchs. A PK shared how he
wasn't allowed to play sports because,
according to a deacon, “People bet on
sports”

PK’s are normal kids who want to be
ke other kids. They need rcom to
make mistakes. Sure, they will disap-
point you (just as you disappoint your
Heavenly Father}. “Don’t be unneces-
sarily strict” another PK advised. If you
can never be pleased it will only lead to
frustration and anger.

Ephesians 6:4 warns fathers not to
provoke their children to wrath. “Do not
exasperate them,” translates the New
International Version. Create an
atmosphere where one can fail, fearn
from mistakes, and say, “I'm sorry. Wil
you forgive me?” to God and to others.

Another PK shared that PK’s need to

be kids and not bear the burdens of the
church. He said they would go to
church and hear a sermon on victory
but would go home te hear his dad
complaining about members not there
or aggravated at the job another did or
didn’t do. Talking about members in a
derogatory way in front of your kids
only causes them to lose respect for you
and the members.

Another PK said, “Dont always
expect your child to do a job just
because he’s the pastor’s kid” Maost of
those surveyed felt that others expected
them to be ready to do anything, any-
time for the services or the people. Don't
take advantage of them just because
they are available.

PK’s Who Stray

What if they choose to go their own
way? | interviewed one 57-year-old PK
whose father was a preacher and whose
grandfather was a circuit-riding
preacher. He did not become a Chris-
tian until a few years ago when a church
brochure was left in his door. Never lose
hope. Keep loving them and praying for
them.

Last Things

The PK’s gave such wise advice. One
said, “Lead, don't push, your kids in
walking with God?”

Mest PK’s felt they were better pre-
pared to live as Christians because of
their upbringings. Today they are more
involved in God's work. Several pastors’
wives felt they knew what to expect and
were better prepared to be pastors
wives. Many felt they caught their
fathers’ visions and had a greater con-
cern for people and higher morals, One
young man gave the best advice, “Keep
on being preachers and pastors like my
dad.”

Could your son have been the one
who wrote that? It's never too late to
improve your relationship {even if your
kids are grown and out of the house).
Sit down with them and ask them to
evaluate you. Read this article together.
Just listen. Don't make excuses. Don’t
rationalize your behavior. Dont point an
accusing finger back at them. Then
together ask God’s help to be all He
wants you to be. 3

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Sandra Atwood,
mother of four preacher’s kids, is a free-lance
writer who resides in New Castle, Delaware. Her
husband, Richard, pastors the Free Will Baptist
Church of New Castle.
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The World’s Ugliest Bus

turned the corner at the back of our

church parking lot, That's when it all
fell apart, and | caught my first glimpse
of the world’s ugliest bus.

Four days eatlier as | left to visit my
parents, the last thing [ saw was Pastor
Blankenship and the deacons wet sand-
ing and painting the trim on the yellow
monster we had just purchased.

The bus that day was just an oid,
ordinary, bright yellow schoo! bus, It
had a good body and motor with a few
scratches and minor dents. Neverthe-
less, if anyone with taste described the
bus, they would have to say “ugly” But
it was “just” ugly at that point.

I remember our preacher’s contagious
excitement the day we got the bus.
Three men from our church had gone
to the National Bus Conference to learn
how to start a bus ministry. The whole
church got behind the idea.

Qur goal was to win souls for Jesus.
That was our only reason for starting a
bus ministry. A small burden for the lost
had become a bigger (and still growing)
burden,

In order to reach our goal, we had to
do something to that old bus, so that
kids would want to ride it and their par-
ents would look at the bus and }et them
ride it. The answer, of course, was paint.

The preacher bought paint, sand
paper and tape. Several deacons volun-
teered to sand and tape the bus.
Another member offered to paint the
bus for free,

l felt pretty good that day until [

By Doug Lance

We were rolling. It ail seemed great
until | turned the corner that day and
saw that ugly old bus with its new paint
job sitting behind the church.

I never dreamed that painting an ugly
bus could make it worse, but somehow
we had succeeded in doing just that. It
was now The World’s Ugliest Bus!

Sure, the dents and scratches were
fixed, and the trim and grill were a beau-
tiful glossy black. But the color of the
bus was awful. It looked like the fast egg
that a small child dyes for Easter. You
know the one; it's the egg that gets
dipped into the bowl where all the dyes
have been mixed together. It’s not really
blue and it's not really green; it's Easter
Eag Bilue.

I got out of my truck and walked
toward the bus in shock. I ran my hand
over the surface in disbelief, then
walked around the bus until I reached
the doors. 1 saw the places where dents
and scratches had been carefully
sanded to make sure the paint went on
smooth. | stepped back, and it suddenly
dawned on me that looking at the color
of that bus had given me a headache.

| saw movement out of the corner of
my eye, the unmistakable walk of the
preacher. The first thing you see when
he gets close is his smile; he almost
always has one. At 50 vards away |
could see he had a big smile today.

“Adn’t it great?” he said. “Thats the
prettiest bus 've ever seen, Brother.
How do you like it?"

“Well, Preacher” | stammered, “Its
different, that'’s for sure”

He said, “Oh, it will be even prettier
when the lettering is done” He stood
back, smiled his confident little smile
and admired that bus like a man whose
son just hit a home run in the big game.
[ didn’t have the heart to tell him it was
the ugliest bus I'd ever seen.

| soon discovered that 1 was not
alone. Ray, one of our deacons, said
that when he looked at the bus, he had
the urge to paint 43 on its side and take
it to Rockingham Speedway.

[ went home a little disappointed. It
seemed to me that things weren’t look-

ing any too good. [ just didn't like that
ugly old bus.

That night 1 read my Bible and
prayed. “Lord bless that old ugly bus.
Make it run good so that it will get back
and forth to church. And, Lord, please
don't let people laugh when they see it.
And one more thing, Lord, could You
let the sunshine lighten up that color just
a little?”

Between bedtime and morning, 1 got
a new attitude about that bus. In my
morning devotional, God assured me
that He was going to use that ugly old
bus. I remembered how God has always
used the plain and ordinary {not neces-
sarily ugly) to do His work here on
Earth.

[ prayed again that morning, “Lord,
You know what’s best for our church.
Help us do our best for You and use
that bus in whatever way You see fit.
And, Lord, if You can use that ugly ald
bus, I know You can use me too” God
did.

[ taught children’s church for over a
year. We'd averaged 28 children every
Sunday for that year. No more, no less.
Since that old bus started rolling, we
have not had less than 49 children in
children’s church. One Sunday we had
79.

This past Sunday 11 children
accepted Jesus as Savior, They all came
off the ugly bus. Since that first Sunday
the bus ran, we have not gone home
without seeing someone come to know
Jesus. People ranging in age from to 7
to 78 years old have come to know
Jesus because of that old ugly bus. Cur
children’s church workers increased
from four to nine adults. All because of
The World's Ugliest Bus.

| pray differently now. Like, “Thank
You, Lord, for that ugly old bus. Fill it up
every Sunday so we can tell them about
You. Thank You for overlooking the
ugly scratches and dents that were on
that bus, and on me to. And one more
thing, Lord, could You please send us
another ugly old bus just like the one
we've got now?” 3

ABQUT THE WRITER: Doug Lance is children’s
church director and bus captain at Goshen Free
Will Baptist Church in Mt Helly, North Carofina.
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RANDALL HOUSE TO PUBLISH
NEW ‘WHO'S WHO’

NASHVILLE, TN-—Officials at Randall
House Pubtications announced plans to
produce a second Who's Who Among
Free Will Baptists. The decision to pub-
lish the new reference volume came 11
vears after the first denominational
Who's Who appeared in 1978. That
publication proved to be a valuable
source of biographical infermation
about Free Will Baptist pastors, educa-
tors, missionaries and lay persons.

Harrold Harrison, assistant director of
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department, said that the need for a
newer and larger edition is evident. “Its
value has been proven to local churches
seeking pastors and to national leaders
searching for denominational
information.”

Distribution has begun of the
enlarged questionnaire that provides
material for the biographical entries.
Ministers, missionaries, educators and
active lay persons on the local, state and
naticnal levels are invited to participate.

There is no cost to be included in the
new Who's Whe Among Free Will Bap-
tists. Arrangements were made with
Majestic Marketing to photograph Free
Will Baptists at no cost during the
national convention in Tampa, Florida.
Officials expect to continue that
arrangement with Majestic Marketing
during the 1990 national convention in
Phoenix, Arizona. In addition to a free
photograph for Who's Who, participants
receive eight free wallet size photos.

According to Randall House officials,
one thousand copies of the publication
must be pre-sold before they can go to
press. The 500-page hardbound vol-
ume costs $24.95 postage paid.

OKLAHOMA CHURCH TO BUILD $430,000 FACILITY

MCALESTER, OK—Members of First
Free Will Baptist Church, McAlester,
voted to construct a $430,000 building,
according to Pastor Homer Young.
When ground breaking ceremonies
were conducted in late spring, the con-
gregation had raised $250,000 in a two-
year drive for construction funds.

The new building includes a 400-seat
auditorium, more than 3,000 square
feet of educational space and an office
complex. The new building will tie into
the present two-story educational build-
ing. The church already has a Family
Life Center which includes a full-size
gymnasium, kitchen and 15 classrooms.

Pastor Young says that members have
been generous in their contributions.
Borrowing an idea from the late Rever-
ent George McLain, the church gave a
$12,000 “Tub” offering during spring
homecoming services. FPastor Young
said he expects construction on the new

Pastor Homer Young with offering.

facility to be completed in six months.

Young remarked, “The church has
chosen to remain on the west side of
town where it has worshipped most of
its 45-year history. One of the first build-
ings seen when entering town from
Highway 270 West will be our new
building. We hope it will add to the
beauty of the town and allow visitors to
think more highly of McAlester”

BILL PHILLIPS TO MODERATE IDAHO

TWIN FALLS, iD--Pastor Bili Phillips of
First FWB Church, Rupert, Idaho, was
etected moderator for two years at
Idahds District Association. The 17th
annual session met May 19-20 at Air-
port Road FWB Church in Twin Fails.
Delegates also recommended Phillips to
the National Association as their
representative on the General Board.
Thirty-five attendees heard two ser-

mons and a devotional by Idaho pas-
tors. Pastors James O'Donnell and Bill
Phillips preached from the theme verse,
Galatians 6:19. Pastor Tommie Carlson
brought a devotional from the same
verse,

Delegates voted to conduct four
meetings annually instead of two. The
1990 annual meeting will convene May
18-192 at First FWB Church in Rupert.

FWBBC GRADUATES 66 IN MAY COMMENCEMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College graduated 66 students in
Commencement Exercises held on
campus Thursday, May 18,

Ten students received the Associate
of Science in Business, seven received
the Associate of Christian Minisiries
Degree, 31 received the Bachelor of
Science and 14 earned the Bachelor of

ter of Ministries Degree to the first four
students to complete this graduate
program,

Dr. Charles Hampton, FWBBC regis-
trar, delivered the challenge to the
graduates. Five seniors——Todd Parrish,
Sherry Sifers, Kevin Riggs, Eddie
Moody and Tamara Walley—gave
testimonies,
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newsfront

{continued)

BOBBY JACKSON KEYNOTES
CALIFORNIA STATE
ASSOCIATION

CERES, CA—Evangelist Bobby Jack-
son, former moderator of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists, deliv-
ered the keynote address at the May
18-20 California State Association.
Jackson introduced the association
theme “Into the World of the 90%” when
he spoke on “The Challenge of Evan-
gelism in the 90%” Reverend Jackson
also spoke at the Friday afterncon
California Christian College Alumni
Banquet.

Three other speakers delivered major
addresses: James McAllister, president
of California Christian College; Dwain
Crosby, missionary to Spain; Tim
Wood, pastor of Campbell FWB
Church, Campbell, Calif,

California Executive Secretary Nuel
Brown said more than 275 attended the
46th annual state association which met
in Ceres at Village Chapel FWB
Church. Moderator Paul Kennedy was
re-elected for his fourth term.

In other business delegates appointed
a task force to study all state ministries,
Reverend Brown said that cooperative
plan gifts in California increased
$18,000 this past year. Reverend
Francis Boyle was recognized for his
service to California Christian College,

The 1990 state association will meet
May 17-19 at California Christian
College.

ANGE RESIGNS AS SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE PRESIDENT

WENDELL, NC-—At the annual board
meeting of Southeastern FWB College
on May 811, Dr. Joseph G. Ange
resigned the presidency of the college
effective July 31.

Dr. Ange told the Board of Directors
that he had prayed and waited on the
Lord for several months before resign-
ing. Ange served the college four years
as president. He said that he resigned in
order to return to full-time evangelistic
ministry.

During Dr. Ange’s tenure, the college
moved from Virginia Beach, Virginia to
Wendell, North Carolina (Raleigh area}
and located on a 61-acre site. Five new
buildings were erected and one building
renovated for an administration build-
ing. Eight faculty and staff members
were added during those four years.

In his resignation statement, Dr. Ange
emphasized the need for a younger but
experienced man to pick up the reins of
leadership while at the same time hold-

ing to the distinctives that make South-
eastern unique.

Brother Ange has pastored 21 years,
He has also conducted over 600
revivals, and preached more than
16,000 sermons.

Ange may be reached at:

Dr. Joseph G. Ange
P. O. Box 248
Knightdale, NC 27545
919/266-6609

PREACHING HIGHLIGHTS NORTH CAROLINA MEETING

SWANNANOA, NC—Three sermons
and the moderator's message focused
the 27th annual North Carolina State
Association on the unfinished task of
evangelism and the great need for
cooperation and commitment among
the Lord’s servants. Moderator Dann
Patrick guided the business sessions of
the June 5-6 gathering at Swannanoa.

Pastor Jack Lassiter (First FWER
Church, Washington) spoke from Luke
7 about “Things We Can Learn From
Brokenness” Promotional Director Tom
Lilly used Matthew 11:7-11 to ask a
series of probing questions. Oklahoma’s

executive secretary Connie Cariker
delivered a moving sermon on “The
Tragedy in Our Churches”

Some 182 people attended the two-
day meeting. The group included 97
ministers, 30 lay delegates, 3 mission-
aries and 52 non-delegates. Special
recognition was given to Pastor A. C.
Morgan (Beacon FWB Church, Farm-
ville) who retired from the state Missions
Board after 15 years of service.

Delegates passed a $68,000 state
Promotionai Department budget. The
1990 state association meets June 4-5
at Faith FWB Church in Goldsboro.

FRESNO, CA—Twelve students gradu-
ated from California Christian College
on May 6, according to President James
McAllister, This marked the second
graduating class since the schools “new
beginning” in 1986.

President McAllister said, “This was a
great day for California Free Will Bap-
tists” The 12 graduates received their
diplomas before a standing-room-only
crowd in the college chapel. One stu-
dent, Reed Resinger of Fresno, received
a Bachelor of Science Degree. The
other 11 earned Associate of Arts
Degrees.

Petaluma pastor Carl Young, a long-
time member of the college’s Board of

CCC GRADUATES 12 STUDENTS

Trustees, brought the baccalaureate
address. Academic Dean Millard Sasser
and President McAllister presented the
diplomas.

California Christian College is owned
and operated by the 86 churches of the
California State Association of Free Will
Baptists.



CANADIAN PASTOR WINS
MUNICIPAL ELECTION

HARTLAND, N.B—Canadian pastor
Reverend Fred D. Hanson recently
defeated three other candidates to win
a seat on the Board of School Trustees
in the Woodstock-Hartland district.

Hanson, a 40-year-old Free Will Bap-
tist pastor, and father of two teens, has
repeatedly expressed concerns with
regard to the public schoal system. Over
the past several years Rev. Hanseon
approached administration, teachers,
guidance counsellors, school boards,
disciplinary committees, students and
parents with his cencerns.

His actions won him a favorable vote
of those in his constituency, and
resulted in him receiving a majoerity vote
in the recent election. His three-year
term began in July 1989, Hanson says
this is an excellent opportunity to be a
witness for Christ, to uphold scriptural
principles, and to exemplify Christian
values. He requests prayer support dur-
ing his tenure of public service.

Brother Hansoen pastors Upper
Brighton Free Will Baptist Church and
the Wakefield Free Will Baptist Church
in New Brunswick. He is moderator of
the Atlantic-Canada Association and
serves as their General Board member,

TENNESSEE CHURCH BUILDS FELLOWSHIP HALL

ERWIN, TN—The First FWB church of
Erwin held dedication and open-house
ceremonies for their new 3,200-square-
foot Fellowship Hall valued at
$132,000, reports church secretary
Jewell Dunbar.

Pastor Ronnie Adkins led the Sunday
afternoon dedication service, while
former pastor William H. Harrison
prayed the dedication prayer.

Pastor Adkins presented three
plaques during the ceremony. One
plague went to the Building Committee,

another to Ricky Honeycuit who super-
vised the project, and the third plaque
to J. M. Harris for donating many free
hours of labor.

Following dedication ceremonies, the
Forever Young (senior citizens group)
served refreshments for more than 200
attendees.

First FWB Church is a member of
Union Association’s Fastern Quarterly
Meeting. The Union Association has
more than 80 churches in the Tennes-
see State Association.

Building Committee members: Edmond Anders (L}, Guy Lee Whitson, Warren Dunbar {Chairman)
and Paslor Ronnie Adkins.

chapel, The porirait was a Ministerial Fellowship project, Paul Ketleman was FWBBC Public Relations
Director for 25 years before his death in 1987.

FIRE DESTROYS
MISSOURI CHURCH

WAYNESVILLE, MO--Wednesday
morning Aptil 19, the First Free Will
Baptist Church in Waynesville was
destroyed by fire. The fire was reported
to officials at 8:22 a.m. Fire Chief Danny
Fry said that the building was engulfed
in flames when the fire crew arrived.
The loss of the building is approximately
$130,000.

Pastor Gary Parker said, “We are
trusting the Lord to guide us through
this and we know that He will, The con-
gregation will hold services in an
appropriate place until a new building
can be built. We are not giving up! The
Lord has been blessing with some won-
derful services prior to this, and we
believe that He will continue to do so”

Revival services that had been
planned before the fire went ahead in
an Army tent provided by one of the
members from Ft. Leonard Wood. Pas-
tor Parker said, “With the help of the
Lord we will begin building in the near
future. We anticipate being in the new
building sometime this year”
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NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION
ATTRACTS 128

SALEM, OR—Some 128 ministers,
delegates and deacons met May 12-13
at First FWB Church in Salem, Oregon,
for the annual Northwest Association.
Moderator Mike Criswell was elected to
his third term.

Two ministers preached sermons on
the association theme, “Pressing For-
ward” James McAllister, president of
California Christian College, and Roy
Thomas, director of the Home Missions
Department delivered keynote
addresses.

Delegates voted to reaffirm action
taken by the Executive Committee to
declare the credentials of Mike Mutchler
null and void. Reverend Mutchler previ-
ously served as a home missionary to
Portland, Oregon.

In other action, delegates elected Pas-
tor Terry Stafford as assistant moderator
and Joan Warren as clerk of the
association.

ARIZONA TO HOST 1990
NATIONAL CONVENTION

GILBERT, AZ—The Arizona State
Association which conducted its first
annual meeting May 13 elected a five-
man Steering Commitfee to assist in
preparing to host the 1990 Free Will
Baptist National Convention in Phoe-
nix. Moderator Paul Thompson will
chair the Steering Committee. He will
be assisted by one layman, Gene
Bryant, and three pastors—Howard
Gwartney, Charles Marshall and Clar-
ence Newman.

More than 65 people gathered at
Heritage FWB Church in Gilbert for the
one-day state association. Delegates re-
elected Paul Thompson as moderator,
The association theme was “Fields
White Unto Harvest”

Executive Secretary Melvin Wor-
thington preached the keynote message
on “Basic Beliefs of Free Will Baptists.”

The 1990 state association will meet
May 5 in Phoenix at Community Chris-
tian Fellowship FWB Church.

MICHIGAN INVITES 2001
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

WARREN, Ml Delegates to the 33rd
annual Michigan State Association
passed two major resolutions that will
affect their future, according to Moder-
ator Gene Norris. The state issued an
invitation to host the Free Will Baptist
national convention in the year 2001.

1.847.26
9098.53
165.00

The National Association will consider
their invitation in 1991.

Another resolution by the 124 regis-
trants designated September as
Stewardship Month for the state associ-
ation. This action was taken to cooper-
ate with the July 1988 vote of the
National Association.

Some 36 ministers, 37 lay delegates

and 11 deacons met May 19-20 at Old
Fashion FWBR Church in Warren. Pastor
A. L. Shepherd (Brighter Hope FWB
Church, Ecorse) and Pastor John Vick
{First FWB Church, Kalamazoo)
preached to the assembly.

The 1990 state association will meet
May 18-19 at Kirtby FWB Church, in
Taylor.



Currently ...

Members of Calvary Fellowship FWB
Church, Fenton, MO, presented Dr. and
Mrs. LaVerne Miley with a $3,064 check
for Cote d'lvoire {Ivory Coast) missionaries.
Jerry Norxris pastors.

Pastor James Sellars reports that
Grace FWB Church, Moultrie, GA,
completed remodeling their social hall and
adding a paved driveway with a drive-
through shelter. The church, organized in
1987 with 27 charter members, has added
16 new members.

Free Will Bapitist Bible College
named 90 honor students to its spring Dean’s
List, according to Robert Picirilli, dean.
Eleven students maintained a straight-A
average. The Dean’s List comprised 29
seniors, 21 juniors, 19 sophomores, 20
freshmen and one special student.

An anonymous $700 gift to First FWB
Church, Russellviile, AR, allowed the
church to open a fund to purchase a com-
puter system, Doug Little pastors.

Must have been a great revival at Wyan-
dotte FWB Church, Mansfield, OH.
Pastor Hertis Stone reporis 15 conver-
sions, 15 baptisms and 21 new members.

Faith FWB Church, Oak Grove,
MO, purchased property on which to con-
struct @ new building. The group also
reported 11 conversions.

President Charles Thigpen announced
that Mrs. Helen Ketteman, who has
taught business at Free Will Baptist Bibie
College, Nashville, TN, for 20 years, retired
after the 1988-89 academic year.

Pastor Wylie Perkins reports 10 bap-
tisms and five new members at Samantha
FWB Church, Leesburg, OH. The
church alse remodeled their fellowship build-
ing and plan to brick it in the near future.

Pastor Joe Govreau says the Tulare
FWB Church, Tulare, CA, experienced
substantial growth this year. The growth
includes 17 conversions, six baptisms and 16
new members.

Two good things happened at Ash-
brook FWB Church, Fresno, CA. The
church added 21 new members and also
gave $650 for medical needs at the Free Will
Baptist hogpital in Cote dlvoire, West Africa.
Tim Rolen pastors.

Pastor Terry Stafford reports a new
high attendance record of 74 at First FWB
Church, Yakima, WA.

Pastor Tim Steele reports 73 in atten-
dance the first service at Northern Hills
FWB Church, Rochester, M. Cote
d'lvoire missionary Mark Daniel participated
in the service. Steele said that the church
voted to give 10 percent of its offerings to the
Cooperative Plan,

The ninth annual Randall House
Sofiball Tournament gets underway
August 18-19 at Cedar Hili Park in Nash-
ville, TN. Tournament manager David

Sagraves said the tournament will be
limited to 32 teams. The registration fee is
$150 per team. The round robin tournament
play begins at 8:00 a.m. August 18 with
teamn pairings determined by a drawing,

Here's a good idea. Good Hope FWRB
Church, Odd, WV, sponsored a Great
Bible Readout. Pastor Jack Dempsy said
that a new Christian, Clydia Luttrell, read
more than 40,000 verses in two and a half
months, She received a new Bible as her
reward.

The youth group at Greembranch
FWB Church, Man, WV, burned more
than 100 hard rock tapes in the church park-
ing lot. Pastor Clarence Fortner said the
youths had purchased the tapes before they
became Christians,

Pastor David Crowe of Cookeville
FWB Church, Cookeville, TN, wrote an
article on the use of “Free Will” as part of the
Free Will Baptist name. The article was pub-
lished in the May - June 1989 issue of The
Echo, publication of the Tennessee State
Association of Free Will Baptists. We com-
mend Pastor Crowe for his article.

Reverend Bill Ketchem celebrated 43
vears in the ministry this May. Special serv-
ices honoring Brother Ketchem were con-
ducted at Grace FWB Church, Broken
Arrow, OK. Evangelist Wade Jernigan
was guest speaker for the occasion.

Pastor Kelly Douglas reports a major
remodeling job completed on the auditorium
at Unity FWB Church, Bradley, IL. The
work included a lowered ceiling, new dry
wall, light fixtures, track lighting and
carpeting.

Elmer E. Mann was named citizen-of-
the year in Surrency, GA, by the Baxiey -
Appling County Chamber of Commerce.
He is a member of Memorial FWB
Church, Surrency, GA. His pastor is C, B.
Dowdney.

Pastor Charles Beasley said that this
has been the best year in his 21 years as pas-
tor of Friendship FWB Church, Twin
City, GA. The church recently added 24
new members. They alsc began a building
program to install a baptistry, enlarge the
puipit and choir area, and add a foyer and
pastor's office. The group also plans to
enlarge the sociai hall,

Pastor James Bruce reports 14 conver-
sions at Perry FWB Church, Perry, GA.
Of the 14 conversions, 10 are from the same
family. The church added 15 new members.

Wilson Chapel FWB Church,
Thomaston, GA, remodeled their church
by adding new siding, stained glass windows,
carpet, padded pews, cement walk in front
of the church. Future plans include a church
steeple. L. 8. Anthony pastors.

Wendell Gilbert moves around Dub-
Iin, GA, in a wheel chair. But that does not
keep him from getting involved in workdays

at First FWB Church. Mr, Gilbert placed
a lift on the side of his pickup truck for his
wheel chair so he could get around town on
his own. He rebuilds lawn mowers and has
adapted his riding mower so that he can
drive it himself. Interim pastor Tim Hutch-
inson said, “Our lawn takes at least six
hours to mow. The time is cut in half with
Wendell’s help”

Pastor Gary Smith of Hammocks
Springs FWB Church, Donelson-
ville, GA, taped a series of five-minute
devotionals for TV station WMBB in
Panama City, FL. Pastor Smith said the con-
gregation gave a $1,600 offering for their
building fund.

Laura Belle Barnard's book Touching
the Untouchakbles was featured on the Bible
Broadcasting Network in Chesapeake,
VA, on their program called “Christian Clas-
sics” The book was read aloud over the radio
on a program aired three times a day Mon-
day through Friday.

Pastor Harold Blankenship of
Goshen FWB Church, Mi. Holly, NC,
reports 60 conversions since January. Sun-
day School attendance averages 232 and
morning worship service 311,

Reverend dJoel Arthur Joslin
celebrated 67 years in the ministry. Brother
Josiin founded the Catcher FWB
Church in Van Buren, AR. The 87-year-
old minister began preaching in 1922.

Pastor Bobby Shepherd said members
of First FWB Church, Batesviile, AR,
have paid half of the $10,000 spent to pave
their parking lot. &

" inform
~ prayer
is effective |

MISSIONS
HOTLINE
(615)

361-5005
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From My Window

“God met Moses at his work place”
My pastor set me thinking with that
statement a few months ago. | began
wondering how we really expect to
meet God.

Perhaps we limit God to a Sunday
service or some special time or place.
Perhaps we expect to meet God only in
some extraordinary experience.

When Jesus walked on the earth, He
participated in the ordinary lives of peo-
ple. He went to weddings, funerals, din-
ners. He ate with people and
participated in fishing with His disciples.

Shouldn't we, then, expect to meet
God in the everyday routine of our
lives? Is He not concerned about us in
the work place as we fulfill cur daily
responsibilities?

Surely God wants to meet us at every
turn of the road, in every experience of
our lives. He is in the work place with
us.

What about our service to God? ls it
limited in our thinking to something we
call sacred? Our work itself should be
offered to Him as a sacred sacrifice of
love. Our everyday responsibilities and
routines require our best as we offer
them up to God.

Most of our waking time is spent “at
work” God surely wants to meet us in
the work place.

As we work or play, we should be
sensitive to His presence and His voice.

Do we recognize God when He
meets us in the work place?

By Mary R. Wisehart

WNAC Needs

Special thanks goes to individuals
and Auxifiaries for $200 sent to help
buy office furniture and equipment.

We still need the following:

Computer and bookkeeping software  $2,000
Copier 1,400
Typewriter 500

August—
WNAC Emphasis Month

August is Emphasis Month for
Woman's Auxitiary,

Our theme this year, “Arise and
Build!” suggests building in several areas.
One is in the support for our national
office.

Emphasis Month gives the whole
church an opportunity to support the
women's organization.

Last year Emphasis Month offerings
totaled $12,317.31. In 1987, the offer-
ings reached $10,588.58. Emphasis
Month offerings have been increasing
over the years.

We're still short of our goal of $5 per
member annually. Last year Emphasis
Offerings and Co-Laborer Fund offer-
ings totaled $25,870.03. With 10,388
members these two funds should give
us $51,940,

Eunice Edwards Fund
A Loan Fund for Churches Abroad

Goal: $50,000 by 1991
Total, May 30, 1989: $20,376.39

Provision Closet Needs

King size sheet sets, mattress covers, bedspreads
Queen size flat sheets, sheet sets
Corelle ware service for 8
Hand towels
Tupperware cereal bowls, juice tumblers, maxi-
caketakers
$




Board of Retirement

Al YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

Thinking of Retiring?

Questions: Be sure retirement is
what you really want. Are you ready for
the changes it will require?

Can you afford #? Do you have viabie
plans for post-retirement years likely to
extend inte your 80% or longer?

Many retirement counsellors aren’t
convinced that retirement is good for
everybody, barring health or physical
problems.

They strongly recommend that any-
one considering leaving a job think
realistically of what it will be like not hav-
ing the job to go to and what it will be
like without the fellowship of other wor-
kers, many of them companions for
many years,

Consider the pluses and minuses of
retirement. Be sure your pluses are not
a form of self-deception, brought on,
perhaps, by gray skies, dropping tem-
perature readings and prospects of rain,
snow, ice and slush,

Sometimes the minuses—the nega-
tive aspects of retiring—can lead to a
better decision for you.

What should vou do now if

vou plan to retire? You cant
wait until you retire to apply for social
security benefits—not if you want
benefits to begin immediately.

Ordinarily, it takes two to
three months to process

applications, even if all

goes well. Social Security officials
warn that applications for benefits
should be filed that long before retire-
ment so that benefits can begin shortly
after income from work stops. Anyone
expecting to retire December 31 should
visit the nearest Social Security office to

Lacking the required certificates, write
for a copy immediately because
searches and responses can take two
weeks or more.

The Social Security office can suggest
where you should write, usually a
county or state registrar’s office,

Notations in family Bibles, military

Whether or not you apply for social security at age 65, you
should apply at least three months in advance of your 65th
birthday to be covered by Medicare.

begin the required paperwork no later
than November 1, perhaps even in
October.

What you need. Often applicants
aren't prepared when they file for Socia!
Security. Second and even third visits
may be necessary.

To save time, and perhaps speed
benefits, have these things with you
when you sit down with a Social Secu-
rity official:

1) Your Social Security Card or a rec-
ord of its number. If your spouse is eligi-
ble for benefits, you wili also need her
card or number,

2) Proof of Ages of You and an Eligi-
ble Spouse. Normally, this will be a birth
or baptism certificate recorded before
age five,

records, affidavits and other acceptable
age proofs will be suggested by Social
Security in lieu of birth or baptism certifi-
cates if you run into serious trouble.

3) If Married, a« Wedding License. If
married more than once, you had better
be prepared with all pertinent marriage
papers and, if divorced, divorce papers.

Maybe you won't need them to
straighten out benefit claims, but you
should be prepared.

4) A W-2 or Self-Employment Tax
Return from the previous year.

5} Immigration or Naturalization
Records if born abroad.

6} Maybe it won't be necessary, but it
could be wise to have Military Records it
you were in the armed forces. @

Ready or Mot
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JEOE WEST END AVENUE
PO 8OX 50117

{615) 383-1340

Student To Student:

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37205-0117

ADVICE TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Fifteen students from Free Will Baptist Bible College are touring for the college this summer. Before leaving Nashwille,
they were asked, “What advice would you give to high schoo] students?”

Here are some of their responses:

Having a
daily quiet time
is the most im-
portant thing in
the world!
Choosing your
friends wisely is
£ also important.
= {f you do not
have good
Christian friends, then pray specifi-
cally for some. Stay faithful to church
and fight sin!

Linda Boone
Junior
Decatur, GA

Living for
the Lord is not
all sacrificial, but
is very much
beneficial. He
doesn't ask His
children to un-
dergo an ordeal
or problem
alone, He will
never give us more than we can bear.
Faith Van Winkle
Junior
Fulton, MS

The greatest

= do is surrender
- our lives to
. Christ.  This
. does not auto-
matically mean
: God wants us to
* preach or go to
the mission field, but we must be will-
ing to do just that, if it is God's will,
Deron Peak

Junior

Ocoee, FL

I have been
a Christian for
several vyears,
but 1 am still
growing closer
to God., Never
become satisfied
with where you
are in vyour
Christian lifel
David Qutlaw
Sophomore
Nashville, TN

Write today for a 1989-91
Catalog!

Donotwait
untii you are a
“mature adult”
to serve the
Lord fully! God
can and wants
to use you now.
Also, stand up
for whatyou be-
lieve. You will
not regret it.

Katie Hamm
Senior
New Castle, DE

Never com-
promise your
standards, be-
cause your
friendswillcome
to respect you
for them!
Cindy Clingan
Sophomore
Srnithville, MS

Reaily get
into God's Word
on a daily basis.
God meant His
Word to be
bread for daily
use, notcake for
special occa-
sions.

Dickey Anderson
Senicr
Joelton, TN



Two Bits for Missions

by Don Robirds
Director of Communications for Foreign Missions

Carolyn Franks of the primary class, and with students frombothcul'ass

Don't ever sell the quarter
short! Even though it has
dwindled to the “insignificant”
category, it still has value. Like the
nickel and dime of a few years
ago, the twenty-five cent piece

now makes a phone call, buys a

stamp, operates a gum machine,

etc.
Who misses a quarter these
days?
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A positive factor favoring
the use of the coin folder
is its adaptability to any

age group.
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You can't buy a coke or candy
bar with it. And it takes at least
two at the laundromat to dry a
load of clothes. So, it generally
takes several pieces of the siiver-
coated bust of George Washington
to be able to do much at the
present,

But foreign missions has

‘Com-
bined, the fwo classes raised $1,064.25 for missions through coin holders.

benefited significantly by this
mediums-sized coin!

When Foreign Missions Month
rolled around this past April,
many churches took the opportu-
nity to challenge the people to fili
quarter folders for missions. With
each folder holding five dollars
worth of coins, it just takes 20 to
make $100.

One of the most effective efforts
of using the quarter holders to
help missions came earlier this
year from the Mt. Olive Free Will
Baptist Church of Guin, Ata. Pas-
tor Dennis Haygood reported
$2,350.50 of the $3,253.70 offer-
ing for their missions conference
came through quarter holders.
Dave Franks’ account received
$2,102.35 from the conference.

Ten students in the junior-age
Sunday school class filled quarter
folders to raise $855. Even the
toddler class raised $250. Another
$209.25 came from the primary
class.

A positive factor favoring the

use of the coin folder is its adapt-
ability to any age group. Adults
and children alike can effectively
raise money through this means.
And nobody really feels the
“pinch” often expressed by those
who have faced fund-raising
appeals.

When Tom and Patty McCul-
lough of France went to the First
FWB Church in Russellville, Ark.,
they were blessed by the efforts of
the chiidren who had raised $90
through the coin holders. As a
whole, the church raised $583.85
in quarters for the McCulloughs’
account in addition to a large
offering.

Pastor Doug Little calied the for-
eign missions office on different
occasions to order more coin
folders (provided free of charge)
for this special event, He stated,
“The thrilling thing about the
quarter folders is that everyone
together can give a lot and never
miss the loose change. It doesn't
detract from tithing, building
fund, or other giving projects, but
it does make a significant
difference”

i g R P L W )

Ten students in the
Junior-age Sunday school
class raised $855.

B T N

In the January-February issue of
Heartbeat magazine the First FWB
Church of New Castle, Ind,,
reported raising $501.66 for mis-
sions through a special “quarters
for missions” campaign in which
they placed the quarter holders on
a large poster board.

Over and over again the simple
little coin folder has come
through with a significant
amount of gifts yet it involved a
minimal amount of effort and
practically no sense of ex-
penditure.

So, don't devaluate the quarter
too much. It's reaching around
the globe! Employ it in your
church! &
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Herman 1. Hersey
Exveutive Secretan-Treasurer

Capital Gains—Capital Losses

Real Estate
Houses—Lands—Farms

Collectibles
Stamps— Coins—Paintings

Stocks
Business Inventories

Cattle—Livestock—Crops

How should one give a gift?
Should one give a gift outright? Is
cash always best?

Does it really make a difference as
long as the gift is given?

John and Mary Free Will Baptist own
a tract -of land they want to give
toward foreign missions ministries.

They can either selt the land and give
the money, or they can give the prop-
erty outright.

Either way, wouldn't the end result be
the same?

Not necessarily. There could be a big
difference in the dollar amount of the
gift.

Over the years most property
appreciates in value. If John and Mary
sell the land for more than they paid for
it, they must pay capital gains tax on the
appreciation. The tax rate depends on
the length of time of ownership.

However, if the Mission Board (any
church agency) or the Foundation sells
the property, there will be no capital
gains tax.

On the other hand, should John and
Mary seli the fand for less than they
paid, they sustain a capital foss. The [oss
is deductible from their income.

[n that case, they should sell the prop-
erty themselves, take whatever deduc-
tion is allowed, and then give the cash
to missions.

John and Mary may choose to give
their gift through the Free Will Baptist
Foundation—either the cash gift or the
outright gift of property.

The Foundation works with and for
the national Foreign Missions Board
{with all church-related organizations,

from local to national levels) in planned
giving.

A qualified Foundation representative
can give John and Mary the information
and assistance they need to make a
wise decision on how to give. The
representative will work with their
accountant, attorney and/or tax
consultant.

Qur office can sell or manage prop-
erty, invest funds, disburse funds—do
whatever is necessary to carry out
John’s and Mary's wishes.

Furthermore, the Foundation can
offer them several options for giving
their qift: a trust, endowment, life
income agreement, annuity or a combi-
nation of these,

And, we can make it easy and effi-
cient for them to support more than one
ministry through the same gift.

If they need an increase in income
from assets, we can help them solve that
problem too.

We can help them to give as they
want to,

We can help you to give as you want
to.

Call us at 615/361-1010 or write to
Free Will Baptist Foundation, P. O. Bax
1088, Nashville, TN 37202. @

The Foundation is not engaged in render-
ing legal service or advice. Advice from
legal counsel should be sought.




BOVE ALL

A Great Idea from a New Chapter!

Master's Mer welcomes the men of River Rouge FWB
Church in Michigan as one of 19 new chapters this year. The
men had been meeting on a monthly basis this past year,
calling themselves Master’s Men. They decided to be part of
the national effort, joining in May.

Director Jim Vallance presented a charter and member-
ship packet to the men during services May 21. Pastor Ray
Wilson allowed time for Valiance to speak. Vallance attended
the Michigan State Association that weekend. He challenged
the men to develop their lives in the wil! of the Master.

In February several men began a major effort to involve the
boys of the church in greater service for the Lord. Talk and
plans consumed several months before the actual beginning
date. That's how Upward Bound began.

Upward Bound

This program is centered in Proverbs 3:6, “In all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and he shall direct thy paths” The men
started with four boys. In four months the program grew to
average 24, Here's their statement of purpose:

“An organization for young men sponsored by the Master’s
Men at the River Rouge Free Will Baptist Church.

“lis purpose is to provide its participants with an active pro-
gram revelving around the Lord desus Christ, church, home
and the cutdoors.

“Each individual is made aware of the importance of hav-
ing a personal relationship with the Lord through the plan of
salvation and daily search of the scriptures.

“lts members should be a living testimony to others by
encouraging and instilling the same principles in afl family
members,

“Kindling a burning desire to serve the Lord, and making
its members aware of the beauty of all God’s creation.

“To enjoy nature, mastering outdoor skills such as hiking,
camping, canceing, archery, horsemanship and other out-
doar activities.

“Providing its membership with a common bond of work-
ing and living for the Lord.

“Encouraging each young man to grow and mature spiritu-
ally, physically and mentally . . . 10 ensure that the flame of
Christianity burns brightly for other young men to find their
way to accept Christ as their Savior”

Is it working? Yes! What happens in a meeting? The boys
are encouraged to memorize scriptures and earn points. The
points are redeemed for camping gear. This spring and sum-
mer begins a vigorous schedule of outdoor activities led by
the men. Most of these boys have lived within the inner-city
region of Detroit. Few have had the pleasures of camping,
hiking and enjoying nature. Some have never seen animals
except dogs and cats. Does it cost anything? Se far, the men
have absorbed the cost of equipment. They wanted to out-
fit the boys by rewarding their study efforts.

The boys are awarded points for faithful attendance at ail
church services, for bringing others, and receive awards
when they show proficiency in such activities as camping, fire

\starting, first aid, fishing, canoeing, cooking and swimming.

Other areas will be added as the program matures.

Is it worth it? The men's group that had struggled to get a
half dozen men out for the meetings now has 12 members
(including 3 LifeMembers and one LifeCemmitment). And
they have about 20 boys and teenagers there too. Several
boys and cone father have been saved in the first four months,
The dads are showing interest in church, and in the men’s
meetings. Yes, it's worth it.
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For more information about Upward Bound write to either
of these men. They will send you a bunch of infarmation.
Just keep in mind that it's worth a buck or two for them to
copy all the pages.

Gary R. Wilson, Assistant Director
18738 Valade

Fred Price, Director
10 Elton

Ecorse, MI 48229 Riverview, MI 48192 $
“Above All . ., Take the Shield” Campaign results:
21 Weeks

5 New LifeFriends
38 LifeCommitments

19 New chapters
198 New members
45 New LifeMembers

TAKE THE SHIELD!
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. D.ep.alftméﬁt_ ot Home M_lséibns'and Church. Extension
‘of the National Assaciation of Free Will Baptists = -

he national Home Missions

Department needs a few good
men! Dedicated workers who have the
pioneer spirit are needed to enter new
territories, win people to Christ and
plant Free Will Baptist churches. It takes
special men and women with dedica-
tion, experience, training and an adven-
turesome spirit to be national home
missionaries. Please pray that God will
call this kind of workers to the following
areas:

ARIZONA—QOne more couple is
needed to complete the Target City Pro-
ject adopted by the National Associa-
tion. The denominational goal is to send
five couples to the Phoenix area by July
1990 when the National Association
meets there.

LOUISIANA —Bordered by Arkan-
sas, Texas and Mississippi, the state of
Louisiana has only six Free Will Baptist
churches. Shreveport, especially, needs

wree Wili Baptist church.
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Home Missionae Needed for New Fields

By Roy Thomas

MISSISSIPPI—The Mississippi State
Mission Board is seeking a couple for
the city of South Haven, a state line
suburb of Memphis, Tennessee.

MONTANA—Only two Free Wil
Baptist churches exist in this state, both
of them located in the city of Billings.
There are several large cities such as
Missouta, Great Fails, Kalispel or
Helena, the state capital, where we
need to start Free Wikl Baptist churches
so that Montana can have a district
association of churches.

NEW MEXICQO-—No home mission-
ary is working in this state presently. It
would be an encouragement to the
other churches in the state and would
help strengthen the Free Wilt Baptist
work if we had a dedicated missionary
who would go to one of the cities of
New Mexico and stay until the job is
done.

TEXAS--The Texas State Mission
Board wants fo start a new church in

San Antonio. Texas has many other
large cities without Free Will Baptist
churches.

VIRGINIA—There is no home mis-
sionary working in the state of Virginia
at this time, and there are no Free Will
Baptist churches north of Interstate 81.

WASHINGTON--Several pastors
have called the national Home Missions
office about families from their churches
who recently moved to Olympia, the
state capital, A Free Will Baptist church
is desperately needed for that growing
city.

Will you pray that God will call
laborers to these cities and many other
growing areas not mentioned here? Are
you willing to go? For informaticn on
the qualifications for national Home
Missionaries, write the Home Missions
Department, Post Office Box 1088,
Nashville, TN 37202. @
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