
oetolf) J 1.t.
. ;'l:

..:u

GI
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS



a

Preach a Better Meal

he preacher has a wealth of
material to preach. His textbook,

the Bible, contains inexhaustible princi-
ples and illustrations on which to build
sermons. The preacher's problem is not
where to find the material. He must
determine the best selection.

God's Word consists of 66 books,
penned by about 40 writers over a
period of 1,500 years. The 1,189 chap-
ters contain about 592,439 words in the
Old Testament and about 181,253
words in the New Tþstament. The
preacher is provided with an abundance
of sermon material.

And yet every Sunday some
preachers serve the same meal to a con-
gregation that craves a more nuhitional
diet from God's Word. Even the
preacher is often dissatisfied with the
sermon material. What can he do?

Study the menu book (the Bible).
Develop some new meals (the sermon).

By Dennis Wiggs
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Serve the food with enthusiasm. That's
the formula for producing well-balanced
messages which nourish a congregation
that needs to grow in the grace and
knowledge of Jesus Christ. The sinner's
appetite willbe whetted and the saint's
hunger satisfied.

The preacher who expects results
must preach all of the Bible. He needs
to develop pulpit meals that provide
meat, vegetables, milk, bread and a lit-
tle dessert. Every sermon should be
nutritional and properly balanced to
produce spiritual growth in the hearer.

The preacher's well-prepared meals
are planned in his kitchen (his study).
The ingredients are found in God's
Word. The oven is the desk and prayer
closet. The meals are served in the din-
ing room of the pulpit.

Congregations are often cheated
because the pastor has not prepared the

pulpit meal very well. He serves
warmed-over sermons, tasteless
leftovers and stale illustrations with a
sour attitude. The result: anemic con-
gregations.

Since God's Word, the preacher's
inspired textbook, does not lack in infor-
mation, inspiration and illustrations, the
preacher has no excuse for neglecting to
feed the congregation properly. Every
mealshould spiritually benefit the peo-
ple who meet for worship and the
ministry of God's Word. Congregations
don't need junk food, just wholesome,
well-balanced meals from the scriptures.

To serve pulpit meals that nourish the
entire congregation the preacher needs
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to follow these principles:
7. Read the Scriptures daily.

Soak the soul ¡n the laver of God's
Word. Read the Bible from Genesis to
Revelation every year. Mark verses that
especially speak to you.
2. Pray for your congregation by name.

Equally divide the names, write them
in a book, and pray for each person
daily. This increases the burden to
preach fruit-bearing sermons.
3. Plan ahead.

look at the calendar. Prepare series
of messages. Keep a notebook of ideas
and sermons you want to preach. There
are unlimited subjects, for example:

The Twelve Apostles
The Ten Commandments
The Life of Elijah
The Life of Elisha
The Beatitudes
The Famous Women of the Bible
The Famous Men of the Bible
The Coming Events
The Parables
UnusualThings in the Bible
The Life of Christ
The Seven Utterances from the Cross
The Statements of Christ After His

Resurrection
The Miracles of Christ
The Six Salvation Principles of John

3:16
4. Prepare well.

Enter the pulpit with a nutritional,
delicious meal that you just can't wait to
serve. The congregation should sense
that their pastor's knees are sore, his
head full and his heart burdened.
5. Preach t'or results.

Properly prepared meals are well
received. The believers are sheep, not
giraffes. Provide the meal at their level.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuerend Dennís Wiggs
posfors Ruflr's Chopel Free Will Baptist Church in
New Bern, North Carolínd.

The unconverted are searching. Don't
hide the simple truths of salvation. The
bel¡evers are hungry. Dont serve a burnt
steak too tough to chew. Always give a
Holy Spirit-directed invitation-not one
to satisfy the preacher's ego, but a chal-
lenge for the hearer to digest the meal
and use its nutrition to live a better life.

Expository preaching benefits the
preacher and the congregation. If a pas-
tor is preaching from the gospel of John
on Sunday morning, the life of Elijah on
Sunday night, and missions on Wed-
nesday night during the first six months
of the new year, he accomplishes
several things:

1. He knows where to study. Precious
time is not lost "looking for a sermon."

2. He can spend quality time prepar-
ing the sermons.

3. He can prepare several sermons
ahead.

4. The congregation knows the
upcoming passages. They can prepare
their hearts to receive the messages.

5. He will preach all of the Bible. In
fact, expository preaching (verse-by-
verse through the scriptures) will cause
him to cover subjects that he may never
touch on otherwise.

6. He willbe amazed at how the Holy
Spirit willtake this type of preaching and
minister to the congregation at the least
expected times.

Preaching is exciting. As the preacher
practices II Timothy 4:2, he reproves
(shows us we have sinned), rebukes
(shows how wrong wewereto sin), and
exhorts (shows what we must do to set
the wrong right and not do it again). He
will be pleased to experience what
properly prepared meals can accom-
plish in the hearts and lives of those who
sit at his table week after week.

Shallow preaching produces shallow
Christians. Properly-balanced, nutri-
tional sermons produce fruitf ul
believers. Both the man in the pulpit
and the person in the pew benefit from
the delicious, nourishing meals from all
of God's Word. O
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Cocl¡e County
Revival! )

Cocke County
Where more marijuana was grown

last year than any other county in
Tennessee.

Cocke Countgr
Where more airplanes were confis-

cated last year for drug smuggling than
in all the counties in the rest of
ïennessee-combined!

Cocke County
Where God seems to be movinq in a

remarkable way.
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I nuu" never witnessed anything like
I th¡s since I started preaching in

1971.LRev. Carl Callahan, pastor,
Centerview FWB Church, Newport,
Tenn.

Six Free Will Baptist young people
attending Cocke County High School,
in Newport, Tännessee, fell under a bur-
den in early April 1989 for their
unsaved friends. One of them, a
17-year-old senior who had been saved
about three months. took the lead in
laying plans for a youth crusade to be
held in the high schoolgym. They went
to Rev. Callahan with their idea. He
encouraged them to pursue it, but said
that he could be of only limited help
since he lived 70 miles away and
worked fulltime.

The young people secured permis-
sion to use the gymnasium for their cru-
sade, borrowed 500 folding chairs from
area churches, found and set up a pub-
lic address system and mounted a pub-
liciÇ blitz on the town. They even began
a program of training for counsellors-

about 250-to deal with those they
expected to be saved during the cru-
sade. "The only thing I did was sign a
contract for a billboard," said Brother
Callahan.

On Thursday night, May 11, the cru-
sade began at 7:00 p.m. The gym-
nasium was packed with young people
filling the chairs and lining the walls.
Rev. Callahan estimates there were
about 600 present. The service began
with singing, but conviction was already
evident. About 15 minutes into the
service young people started coming
forward, weeping.

'There were about 725 to 150 at the
altar," said Brother Callahan. "Fifty to
seventy-five were saved before Ibegan
preaching." The service ran until 10:30
p.m. Afterward, a 90-year-old lady
came to the preacher and said, "l've
been praying for this in Cocke County
since I was a little girl!"

On Friday, the impact of the service
was still evident. Students met in the
gym early in the day to pray for the
service that night. The Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, that is usually
attended by eight or nine, had 85 pres-
ent at its meeting. Hundreds of students
were carrying their Bibles through the
halls and into their classes. Before the
day was over, 15 more had been saved.

Two students from Free Will Baptist
Bible College had been called to help in
the crusade-Jamie Allen from
Durham. N.C. and Dennis Carter from
Florence, S.C. Jamie was scheduled to
preach Friday night. The gym was again
full and overflowing.

As the service was about to be
opened a young girl came to the stage
and stepped to the microphone. She
said that she was glad to see what was
happening in her school. Then she
began to weep. "l'm not a Christianl she
said, "and I would give anything in the
world to be saved."

Brother Callahan stepped up, took
her by the arm and said, "Come right

down here to the altar and you can be
saved right now!" Immediately, young
people began to stream down the aisles
and kneel at the altar. Brother Callahan
says, "l stayed on my knees for an hour
and a half, dealing with young people
who came."

Dennis Carter recalls that he had to
be careful not to fall over or step on
people who had come forward. "There
were puddles of tears all around the
altar area where they had cried,' he said.

A man who was traveling down the
interstate, turned off in Newport to get
directions and stopped at the high
school. He was saved before returning
to his car to continue his trip. Jamie,
seeing that it was 10:30 by the time the
altar area was cleared and that there
was no need for preaching, simply gave
his testimony and closed the service.

Saturday night, Dennis preached.
Again, the Holy Spirit was immediately
at work with 40-50 coming forward,
about 20 being saved.

Brother Callahan says that from
100-150 young people began meeting
each morning in the library before
school starts to pray for their friends.
Another crusade was planned for June.
In the meantime, Brother Callahan is

trying to follow up on the many who
made decisions. (D

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuerend Be¡tTippett is

director ol publications at Free Will Baptist Bíble
College, Nosl¡uille, Tènnessee.



8¡lelcese Pte,acher!

am a l6-year-old preacher.
Last night I preached my first ser-

mon at mid-week prayer meeting. The
people smiled when I read my text-the
ïþn Commandments.

Someone asked if I was nervous
before I spoke. Nq I was scared to
death. My mouth went dry as cotton. I
thought my heart would jump through
my shirt when I saw a million people
staring up at me. Pastor said there were
only 43. Somebody miscounted.

My sermon lasted eight minutes.
Some wondered why I stopped so
soon, until I explained that I'd said
everything I knew about the Ten Com-
mandments. Beats me how Pastor talks
for 50 minutes three times a week. I'll
never learn.

Sure wish I had a car to get to my
preaching appointments. My parents
wonder if I know what I'm doing. My
friends seem confused. They like having
a preacher in science class. but then
they tell me what a great dance I missed
Saturday night.

One thing I know, God called me to
preach.

I am a 24gear-old pastor.
The Silver Rock Church asked me to
pastor their congregation two years ago
right after I graduated from Bible Col-
lege. They said I was their first college
preacher. That's all right, they were my
first pastorate. I still don't understaná
what caused the fuss when we threw
out those old song books and bought
new hymnals.

Baptizing looked easier when some-
one else did it. Mrs. Abernathy almost
drowned when she opened her mouth
under water after I dropped her. Things
are different now that I'm in charge. I
hope the deacons remember to bring
unleavened bread next time we sched-
ule the lord's Supper.

How can one church have so manv
problems? Does every member have á
Jehovah's Witness for a neighbor and

Mormons for kin folks? And what did
Fred mean about wanting to'help" me
with my view of eschatology and end-
time events? The piano player quit last
week and said something unladylike on
her way out.

My wife and I celebrated our third
anniversary Thursday. The baby's due
before Christmas. We really need a bet-
ter car. Ill have to move my books down
to the church to make room for a nurs-
ery. Sears approved a $500 line of
credit.

We're going to the national conven-
tion next year.

I am a 36ryear-old pastor.
Hard to believe I've been preaching 20
years. I've preached more than 2,500
sermons, and this is my fourth pastor-
ate. My wife says I need to trim my
45-minute sermons and my 38-inch
waist. Women worry about nothing.

Why doesn't our church grow as fast
as First Church across town? Should I
return to grad school and pick up a
master's degree? I've been to so many
seminars that I know a dozen ways to
do the 25 projects I can't get to.

We sure do need a second car. With
three kids in school, we juggle church
visitation with baseball practice and
music lessons. Why do all our members
go to hospitals in different towns for
surgery?

The church tries hard, but my salary
simply isn't enough. If we didn't live in
the parsonage with utilities paid, my
wife would've gone back to work long
before now. We want to buy a home,
but there's no money for the down pay-
ment. Why does hospitalization insur-
ance for ministers cost so much?

They elected me to a five-year term
on the state Home Missions Board. I've
moderated the district association for
three years now, and we're still trying to
agree on a new constitution and by-
laws. I'm teaching two weeks in youth
camp next June. We went to the
national convention on our vacation.

We stillowe $863 on MasterCard.

I am a 46ge,ar-old pastor.
One of my best friends resigned his
church and Ieft his wife and their two
children. They say he ran off with a
28-year-old woman hed been counsel-
ing. I'm reading a book on ministerial
burnout. Do men have mid-life crises?

My brother retired from the military

three years ago. He doesn't understand
why my 30 years in the minishy doesn't
qualify me for retirement benefits. I don't
either.

We could use another car. We drive
three now, and we still get schedule
gridlock. How do insurance companies
expect people to pay premiums that
cost more than car payments? Are
teenagers that dangerous? Our two full-
time salaries can't stretch to pay tuition
for both kids in Bible College. Thank
God for summer jobs.

Wish we could afford to buy a house.
I can't understand why I'm so tired these
days. l've got a month of meetings and
hospital calls to make.before Sunday.
The Foreign Missions Board meets next
month, so I'll fly to Nashville for the
meeting.

We finished the new education build-
ing a month ago. Building programs
cost more than money, I learned. We
baptized our LSth convert this year. My
sermons seem to end sooner these
days. I've never seen so many young
deacons. The local newspaper printed
my article opposing parimutuel betting.

Got a letter from the IRS today, some
question about charitable contributions
on last year's tax returns.

I am a 661¡ear-old retired
minister. Those last 15 years that we put
money into the Board of Retirement
made the difference. The Social Secu-
rity check isn't much, but well make it.

We finally got the car we wanted. The
church bought it for us after 25 years as
their pastor. Wonderful people. My
neighbor calls it the Red Rocker.

The new pastor sure is a fine young
man, just 34 years old with a great
future. Hope he gets that salary increase
at the business meeting. He needs a
second car. I'll take him aside next week
and tell him about our denominational
retirement program.

Fifty years lve been preaching. This is
the first time in more than four decades
that a death occuned in the community
and the family called someone else.
Sears phoned asking why we haven't
charged anything to our account lately.

A boy, just 16, preached his first ser-
mon at our church last night. He spoke
30 minutes and seemed so poised. God
can use a young fellow like him. I hope
his parents understand, and his friends.
As long as he knows that God called
him, he'll make it work.

Tomorrow, maybe I'll tell him about
my first sermon. O
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If I Wete a
Young

Preacher
By J. Delbert Akin

gives some of His servants
more years to serve Him than

He does others. That's part of His plan.
He has given me nearly 40 years as a
minister of the gospel.

After answering the call to the minis-
try in 1949, I was ordained in 1950 and
began my first pastorate in 1951. Since
then I have pastored six Free Will Bap-
tist churches in Oklahoma, all within
100 miles of where I was ordained. I
recently returned to pastor the church at
Tizcumseh where I spent the first five
years of my ministry.

But if I were a young preacher, what
would I do differently? Perhaps these
observations willgive Free Will Baptists
an incentive to encourage those young
men starting out now who will be
pastoring Free Will Baptist churches for
the next 30 or 40 years.

Those of us over 50 have seen many
changes in material, social, cultural and
spiritual areas of life. Greater demands
squeeze the minister and his family;
pressure is enormous. No wonder
ministers leave the minishy for lucrative
secular jobs where more athactive sala-
ries meet the financial needs of a grow-
ing family.

What would I do if I were starting my
ministry over again? Would I take a
secular job and preach and pastor on
the side? Or would I still want to be a
full-time pastor depending solely on the
church for a liveable wage to support
my family? No doubt about it! I would
still want to be a full-time pastor, but I
would be more forthright about the
needs of my family with the church and
those who determine the financial
program.

I have done some good men on
church boards a grave injustice in the
past by failing to make them fully aware
of my family's financial needs. Timidity
must be put aside when these pressing
issues are at stake (see I Corinthians
9:7-Ll).lt may be true that some Free
Will Baptist churches want part-time
preachers who will preach for part-time
salaries. But unless something is done in
the area of financial support for the pas-
tor and his family, no church will have
any other choice.

More churches are eager to grow and
take on the responsibility of supporting
a full-time pastor with a wage compara-
ble to the secular pay scale. I do not
know of any Free Will Baptist minister
who preaches "just for the money" as is
often stated. However, I do know that it
takes a certain amount of money to
meet the standard needs of every
family. God will supply, but for the pas-

tor depending on his congregation for
financial support, the members of that
congregation must be willing to follow
His directions.

While every preacher should be will-
ing to take a secular job to support his
minishy, every church with the potential
to do so should also be willing to sup-
port the pastor to the extent that it will
not be necessary for him to do so.

Another fundamental issue that every
preacher must consider when he starts
out concerns how much education and
formal training he will pursue. How
much is necessary to be effective? The
need for a prepared ministry through
education has grown over the years as
the level of education increased in the
population as a whole.

The generation I ministered to as a
young man was not as well educated as
the generation that young preachers
face today. Because of this, I would
want to get as much ministerial training
as I could if I were starting over. I did not
go to a seminary after completing my
undergraduate program. I would
change that decision now.

There is no better time to study than
when you are in your youth. I would
encourage every young preacher to
attend a college wh¡ch willgive him as

Education and Training

I)ollars and Sense



much help as possible in his future
ministry. One of our fine denomina-
tional schools should take preference.

Success in the ministry is not based
on a college degree, but the degree oÍ.
success for the minister is always based
upon how well he prepared both from
training and study under qualified
inshuctors. He enters his study week by
week and prepares through prayer and
diligent study of the Word of God. I
would be more effective in the pulpit
today had I taken the time long ago to
sit at the Íeet of God-called men in a
Free Will Baptist college who could
have taught me things which I have had
to dig long and hard to uncover.

Great preachers often have great
libraries. The Bible is the number one
book the preacher has, but alongside it
there are other books and helps to assist
the pastor as he studies and prepares to
preach.

I have made some serious mistakes in
the selection of those other books in my
library. I have bought books because
they were cheap or because they were a
good deal when I got them. But if I
could start over again, I would make
sure that every book in which I invested
my money would be useful to my minis-
try not just to make my library larger.

I also would make sure I read and
studied those books which did go on the
shelves. Books are of no benefit if they
are never read. A busy preacher does
not have time to read everything that's
published to determine which books are
beneficial to his ministry. He must be
willing to take advice from others and
make good selections from those lists.
As more books are published by Free
WillBaptist writers I think every young
preacher should put those books at the
top of his preference list. I would not
part with any I now have in my library.
They will become more precious in days
ahead.

One other observation about the
library-make a note of every book that
is loaned. A preacher's library can be
scattered about by those who borrow
books and forget to return them.

Working on denominational boards
and committees is a great honor for a
pastor, but I have some thoughts about
those duties which are important, A

young preacher must be sure that his
contibution to the work of any board or
committee or elected office is one that
he wants to make and which he is quali-
fied to provide. A willing volunteer can
often spread himself so thin that his
effectiveness is destroyed.

While I am gratefulfor every oppor-
tunity given me to serve my denomina-
tion, if I were able to start over, I would
place some limits on things I did outside
the ministry of the local church and the
community. It is good for the pastor to
work as closely as possible with his
board and the church where he
ministers. A church can be proud that its
pastor serves the denomination, but the
local work can suffer if he is away so
much that his interests and efforts are
divided.

Ljec¡sions never come easy for a
preacher when they relate to the area of
what he will do for fun and recreation.
Can he afford to allow himself free time
to refresh his mind and body? I believe
it is imperative that he find some way to
give his mental and physicalfaculties a
break.

I am not suggesting a sabbatical leave
where a church allows the minister a
year off out of every seven with pay for
study and refreshing. However, the
church board and the pastor need to
reach an understanding about free time
and time off with pay. This would pro-
mote longer tenure for the preacher and
a more productive ministry for the
church.

The fireball preacher who never stops
long enough to rest runs the risk of
burning out at an early age. Perhaps it is
time for church leaders to enforce a
schedule o1 tree time for the pastor.

Another great concern throughout
my ministry is my relationship to my
family. I look back and remember how
hard it has been to make time to be a
good husband and father. I know now
that those roles in my life were just as
important as being a preacher and
pastor.

I plead with every young preacher
not to neglect spending adequate time
with his family. The members of his
family need his attention as well as
every other member of the congrega-
tion. It will not guarantee that everything
will work out for them just as he would

like, but he can one day look back and
have peace of mind knowing that he did
his best. The guilt of failure in family
relationships weighs heavier than one
can imagine.

One final note to the young preacher
relates to how he handles criticism,
pressure and opposition in his minishy.
Iæt there be no doubt about it, these will
come to every leader. Everyone is not
going to agree with every decision that
is made.

I always knew this was tue, but I have
not always been able to keep the proper
perspective when someone lowered the
critical boom on me over some divisive
issue. I would liked to have learned
earlier in life the first tenet of the
Optimist Creed adopted by allOptimist
members, "Promise yourself to be so
strong that nothing can disturb your
peace of mind.'Criticism can be a valu-
able toolfor the preacher if he will use it
properly.

My ministry willspan the greater part
of the last half of the 20th century. The
young person starting now will minister
far into the 21st century. The new
changes and new challenges that lie
ahead are yet to be revealed. My prayer
is that as God continues to call young
people to His service, they will not reject
that callbut will make the same commit-
ment that I made more than 40 years
ago. I have only one life to live. I will
give it first to my [ord, to others second,
and I willcome last.

ABAUT THE WRITER: Reuercnd J. Delbert Akin
pastors 'Iëcumseh Free Will Baptist Church,
Iècumseh, Oklohomo. He has pastored 37 geors
in Oklohoma. Akin tought pastoral minislries
courses ot Híllsdole Free Will Baptist College
1987-1989. He hos also serued 77 yeors on the
national Home Mr'ssions Board, 20 yeors on the
Oklahoma Missions Boord ond 77 years on the
Hillsdale College Boad ol Tiustees.
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Handling Criticism

Building a Library

I-eisure Time and Recreation
Decisions never come easy

And Finally

Family Relationships

The Denominational Scene



he pastoral ministry is the most
rewarding vocation in the world.

But then I could be prejudiced since I've
pastored 24 years and love it. Being a
people helper is satisfying and out-
weighs any negative aspects of a

minister's life.
While every vocation has drawbacks,

few professions provide the opportunity
to see lives transformed, young people
charted on the right course, broken
marriages pieced together, and other
rewarding ministry experiences.

However, as exciting and challenging
as the minisby is, we do face a dilemma
in our country. Many fine churches are
without pastors because fewer men are
available, Our colleges cannot graduate
enough ministerial students to offset the
number who leave the ministry, those
who die, and those who retire.

One problem is that pastors are
generally underpaid, especially in small
churches. While senior pastors tend to
receive larger salaries in full-time church
work, other staff salaries are often disas-
hously low Because some churches
dont seem to care and dont pay an
adequate salary to their pastors, some-
times a bitter, resenful spirit toward their
congregations emerges.

Budget committees, trustee boards
and deacon boards must do more than
pray and seek God's will in such mat-
ters. The old account about the church
trustee who prayed, nl.ord, help our
poor humble pastor. You keep him
humble and we will keep him poor"
turns out to be more of a financial policy
than a joke to underpaid pastoralstaff
and families.

Of course, it isrft just pastors whose
incomes are often inadequate. Most
Christian workers-Christian school
teachers, associate pastors, college
teachers, even state and national
leaders-receive less than similar
professions in the business world.

Perhaps it would be a good idea for a
budget committee chairman to start
planning the annual church budget by
leading fellow members in a Bible study
on the subject. If he did, financialineq-
uities would be practically nonexistent.
Consider Paul's statement to Timothy:

'[€t the elders that rule well be counted
worthy of double honor, especially they who
labor in word and doctrine. For the Scrip-
tures saith, 'Thou shalt notmuale the ox that

treadeth out the grain'; and 'The laborer is

worthy of his rewardl'

-l Timothy 5:17-18-
This is the clearest passage on the

subject. Even a casual reading ofthese
verses shows that the better the minister
is at teaching the pure Word of God, the
larger should be his salary. Would you
believe the opposite is frequently the
case! Liberal ministers who often have
no Sunday evening or midweek mis-
sages command much higher salaries
than the average Bible-believing pastor
who preaches five to eight times a week.

The Bible says the faithful B¡ble
teacher should receive touble honor,"
or as the Williams' hanslation reads,
"Deserving twice the salary they get.'

Church trustees should contemplate
the logic of verse 18, "Thou shalt not
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the
grain." No intelligent farmer would
starve his hard-working ox; he feeds it
generously so it will have the energy to
keep working. Tiustees should do no
less for a Bible-teaching pastor.

Other scriptures to consider include I

Corinthians 9:10-14 and I Thessalo-
nians 5:12-13. The measure given in the
scriptures by which to set a minister's sal-
ary has nothing to do with his educa-
tion, experience, family size, personality
or popularity. Instead, it is based on
how faithfully he teaches the Word of
God.

"Such a man should delight his con-
gregationi the scriptures say. He is wor-
thy of double honor or a double salary.
Free Will Baptist ministers are such
men.

Most ministers are not fully
appreciated until after they leave a

church. When trying to fillhis place, the
church will likely discover the kind of
man they want isn't available for the sal-
ary they had been paying. Across our
denomination the average pastor is
underpaid by $10,000 per year, some
even more.

If our denominational giving expands
for growth (missions, national agencies,
etc.), the best place to start is the local
church raising the pastoy's pay package.

How Should the Pastor's Pay Packoge
be Determined?

One good way is to average the toP
five percent of income and benefits in
the congregation and pay the pastor
equalto them. His pay package should
contain: salary, automobile expense,

The Pastor's
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housing, hospital and life insurance,
social security benefits, retirement,
educational expense, expenses paid to
state and national meetings.

If the pastor lives in the parsonage his
pay package should be expanded
enough to allow the purchase of his
own home. Many pastors have bought
and paid for houses for churches out of
their own salary.

Whqt is the Pastor's Role in Determining
the Pay Package?

First:

He must think he deserves to be paid
wellfor the job he does. After all, pov-
erty is not a sign of spirituality. Alsq his
family deserves to live as well as other
people in the church.

Second:
The pastor must have the boldness to

speak up for the needs of himself and
the church staff.

Third:
Keep the church well informed of

church finances. Dont hide salaries and
benefits from the church members.

Fourth:
Invite professionals in for stewardship

seminars and teach courses on
stewardship.

Compare pastor and staff salaries
with other Free Will Baptist churches
and other denominations.

Get the facts together; do your home
work.

One well-known minister said, "No
church has ever been challenged to
heights of faith by studying its budget."
That is bue! When we look at next year's
financial needs with only this year's
resources, a proposed church budget
can look frightening. But this is just one
more opportunity for a church to trust
God for a miracle.

Instead of asking, "Can we afford it?'
the budget committee should ask, "Do
we need it?' or 'ls it right?' God has
promised to supply our every need
(Philippians 4:L9) and that includes the
pastor's and staffs salaries.

Jesus said, 'According to your faith be
it unto you.' From a practical standpoint
that means if a church tusts God to give
their staff adequate salaries, He will. But
if they don't trust Him, He wont.

It is precisely at this point many
budget committees fail to apply the
principles of faith collectively and limit

God by their unbelief. One reason some
churches never see God do "exceed-
ingly, abundantly above allthey could
ask or think' is because they don't take
that step of faith that enlists the exciting
power of God on their behalf.

Frequently a budget committee will
ask, 'What willthe church people say if
we give the pastor or staff a significant
raise at the annual meeting?' A recent
survey states the following responses:

1. About 40 percent of active mem-
bers say, "Praise the [ord, it's about
time."

2. About 5-10 percent may respond
with, "What are they trying to do, over-
pay them?'

3. About 50 percent don't pay
enough attention to even notice it.

In any event, it is usually forgotten by
95 percent of the congregation within
the next two to four weeks after the
business meeting. But the pastor, staff
members and their families remember it
for the nexl 12 months.

Yes. it is time church leaders take a
new look at the salary standards for its
faithfulworkers. The living standards of
the church pastor and workers reflect
the standards of the church. Be inspired
to trust God. Be generous. The biblical
principle, "Give and it shall be given
unto youl works two ways. (D

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Milburn Mlson pos.
fors Sl¡err¿ood Forest Free Will Baptist Church, Et
Sobrante, Calífornío. The church has 27 lutl-time
employees on stoll and o budget ol nearly
$700,000 annuolly. He olso serues on the notíonal
Home Missions Board.
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The Next Time I Move

By Vern Gunnels, Jr.

Ithough most preachers do not
know where their next tour of duty

will take them, there is one plan of
attack that I hope to initiate the next
time I move. And that is, be a substitute
teacher in the public schools.

Here in Marion County, Alabama,
anyone with a high school diploma can
pay a $10 registration fee at the
Superintendent's office, then contact
each of the school business offices
expressing a desire to substitute.

My wife was the first to sign up, not so
much for the extra income, but for the
public relations. She met not only scores
of children, but teachers and other sub-
stitutes, principals, parents, coaches and
community leaders. She couldn't go
anywhere without some smiling little
face excitedly calling out, "Hello, Mrs.
Gunnels!" Friendships were established,
lives touched, God glorified. And she

was an ambassador for Christ in the
classroom.

Maybe your school system is differ-
ent. Some are like the Omaha,
Nebraska, system that told a 1O-year-
old boy not to bring his Bible to school
and read it in class. The teacher with the
principal's backing, of course, was
advocating the separation of church and
state to the extreme. Caution and wis-
dom must be exercised until you ascer-
tain the spiritual temperature of your
situation.

Surveys among high schoolers reveal
some of their greatest concerns: fear of
World War III and death rank high. Sui-
cide is said to be the number two cause
of death next to reckless driving. Where
else can the Christian soldier find a bet-
ter place to reveal Philippians L:21?

Maybe I wont be so fortunate to have
a cooperative school board with my
next assignment. That's okay, too. But
there's one thing I do know. With the
I-ord's help, I hope to be a substitute
teacher in the public schools the next
time I move. O
ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuerend Vernon Gun-
nels, Jr. hos postored Free Will Baptíst church es în
Colifornía, Arkonsas ond Alobama. He currently
resides ín Homilton. Alabama.



Pre,achers' Kids Speak Out!
By Sandra Atwood
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over the piece of candy Daddy put into
the offering.

For a 5-year-old he preached some
interesting sermons. He did all right with
Noah and the ark until he came to the
part when Noah gathered the animals.
Then he said that Noah used a secret
word to call them in. Once when
preaching about Daniel and the lions,
he said, "The angel closed the lions'

mouths and that's what ya'll should do."
These are precious memories for us

(once our 2-year-old came to the "serv-
ice" nude because the call to worship
sounded as he was getting into the tub).

I interviewed preacher's kids from
ages 4 to 57 to find out what they liked
and disliked about being a 'PK," what
their opinions were, and what advice
they would give to other PK's and to
pastors. Some were disillusioned and
out of church, while others were grate-
fuland in Bible College.

PK Advantages

The first question I asked was, "What
were the advantages of being a PK?"

The most frequent answer was 'the
extra love and attention" they received
as PK's. They felt popular and loved the
acceptance it brought. Many PK's
received special treatment and one PK
said it opened doors for jobs for him.

A pastor's wife said that the biggest
advantage for her as a PK and for her
own PK's now is the large extended
f amily-the extra aunts, uncles,
brothers, sisters, and grandparents. One
PK liked the opportunity to meet the
leaders who visited their home.

A few PK's liked the chance to live in
new places since "you could always start
out with a clean slatel Many liked to visit
different churches. One PK especially
liked going with his dad to revivals in
other states.

One PK's happiest memories were
trips to National Associations, the family
talk in .the car and fun after they got
there. Many felt that being born into a
pastor's family gave them benefits-a
solid moral foundation, a good home
life, and a sense of respect for them-
selves and others. A few said there were
no advantages, only disadvantages.

PK Disadvantages

What did PK's consider the biggest
disadvantages? The disadvantage listed
most often was always being in the pub-
lic eye. One PK said, "Everybody is

watching you-all you do, what you
say, what you wear and where you go."

Some PK's felt that others pre-judged
them and expected too much. Some
felt that others left them no room for
mistakes. One PK said he had "too
many parents with too keen eyesl

Another disadvantage mentioned
often was the constant moving. Most
did not like starting to a new school.
One PK remembers feeling petrified of
elementary schools. They did not like
leaving familiar settings and old friends.
Another PK thought a big disadvantage
was the lack of recreational trips, not
enough time away, none or very few
vacations.

trrtt
I lrlt lhen our oldest son was 5, he

I UU lwanted to play church. He
made a pulpit, a file drawer set on end
with a carpet square on top "so it won't
hurt my hand if I hit ¡t: He used two but-
ter bowls to take the offering. Once he

$ and his younger brother gotìnto a fight
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PK's Admire Dad
The third question: "What do you

admire most about your dad?' Every PK
interviewed admired certain qualities in
their fathers, although they didn't always
have positive feelings toward the minis-
try. One PK admired his dad's determi-
nation to win people to the [ord, even
when he didn't get much help from the
congregation. Many admired their
father's consistency. Some worked at a
job and built a church, too.

One said he admired his father
because he kept going whether he felt
like it or not. Another said he admired
his father's commitment to the Word. no
matter the cost. Words like hard work-
ing, loving, concerned and supportive
surfaced often. The ability to put his
family's needs before his own made one
girl admire her dad. Most of those inter-
viewed respected their fathers as men of
God.

Advlce to Other PK's

The last two questions concerned
advice to other PK's and to pastors or
preachers. The most common advice to
other PK's: Be yourself. Please God, not
others. You are human and will make
mistakes. One PK advises, *Dont let
what other people say or do get you
downl Keep a growing, honest relation-
ship with God and your parents. One
S3-year-old PK says a close relationship
with your parents makes the moves
easier.

One PK says, nRealize that each job
has its own drawbacks. Other business-
men and service people have to move
often and be gone a lot." Some said, "Be
proud of the fact that you're a PK. It's a
privilege, but don't lord it over others.
Dont act like you should get everything
just because you're a PK.'

One wise 19-year-old offered apiece
of advice that will bring contentment no
matter the situation, "Îy to enjoy every-
thing you do, whether you like it or not."

Advice to Pastors

Their advice to pastors: nKeep your
priorities right." Put God first, your
family next and then the church. Chil-
dren who know they rate below the
church grow up resenting it. Afraid of
offending members, pastors rush to
their aid when it probably could wait.
One PK said, nDon't drop your plans to
go fishing because Sister Matilda has a
sore toe and needs you."

If people can live with maritalconflict

for months, then surely they can wait
until tomorrow night if tonight is the
school recital. Sure, a pastor is on call.
Sure, there are emergencies and times
when the Holy Spirit is at work, but
carefully evaluate each situation. If you
want your child's respect, then keep
your word.

"Spend time with your familyi they
advised. One PK suggested that you
spend one night a week solely with your
family. Ask you congregation! cooper-
ation in this matter. Täke some time to
plan with your family. Listen to them.
Laugh with them. Play with them.
Enjoy being with them.

Pastor Charles Stanley says that some
kids are not on their parents' team
because the parents never got on their
team. Show love to them. look at them
as a gift from God, not a burden.

A pastor's schedule can be hectic, but
is usually flexible. If he plans carefully,
he can take the afternoon off to be at a
son's ball game.

Another PK advised, "Täke a vaca-
tion together." It's such a good time to
create happy memories. Only you can
make your family what it ought to be.
You need close family ties to weather
the storms.

Several PK's said, "Let your kids be
kids.' love and accept them for who
they are, imperfect humans in the proc-
ess of change. About half the PK's sur-
veyed felt that their parents had high
expectations, but almost all said they felt
that church members had higher expec-
tations of them. That's a difficult role to
fill, especially for a kid who has a lot of
learning and growing to do.

One PK admitted that he had to not
only live his parents' convictions, but
also the church's. A PK shared how he
wasn't allowed to play sports because,
according to a deacon, "People bet on
sports.'

PK's are normal kids who want to be
like other kids. They need room to
make mistakes. Sure, they will disap-
point you (just as you disappoint your
Heavenly Father). "Don't be unneces-
sarily strict,' another PK advised. If you
can never be pleased it will only lead to
frustration and anger.

Ephesians 6:4 warns fathers not to
provoke their children to wrath. nDo not
exasperate them,' translates the New
International Version. Create an
atmosphere where one can fail, learn
from mistakes, and say, "l'm sorry. Will
you forgive me?o to God and to others.

Another PK shared that PK's need to

be kids and not bear the burdens of the
church. He said they would go to
church and hear a sermon on victorv
but would go home to hear his daá
complaining about members not there
or aggravated at the job another did or
didn't do. Talking about members in a
derogatory way in front of your kids
only causes them to lose respect for you
and the members.

Another PK said, nDon't always
expect your child to do a job just
because he's the pastor's kid.' Most of
those surveyed felt that others expected
them to be ready to do anything, any-
time for the services or the people. Don't
take advantage of them just because
they are available.

PK's Who Stray

What if they choose to go their own
way? I interviewed one 57 -year-old PK
whose father was a preacher and whose
grandfather was a circuit-riding
preacher. He did not become a Chris-
tian until a few years ago when a church
brochure was left in his door. Never lose
hope. Keep loving them and praying for
them.

Last Thlngs

The PK's gave such wise advice. One
said, "Lead, dont push, your kids in
walking with God.'

Most PK's felt they were better pre-
pared to live as Christians because of
their upbringings. Today they are more
involved in God's work. Several pastors'
wives felt they knew what to expect and
were better prepared to be pastors'
wives. Many felt they caught their
fathers' visions and had a greater con-
cern for people and higher morals. One
young man gave the best advice, "Keep
on being preachers and pastors like my
dad."

Could your son have been the one
who wrote that? It's never too late to
improve your relationship (even if your
kids are grown and out of the house).
Sit down with them and ask them to
evaluate you. Read this article together.
Just listen. Don't make excuses. Don't
rationalize your behavior. Don't point an
accusing finger back at them. Then
together ask God's help to be all He
wants you to be. O
ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Sondro Atwood,
mother of four preocherb kids, r'.s o ftee.lance
write¡ who resídes in New Castle, Delawore. Her
husband, Rîchard, postors the Free W¡ll Boptist
Church ol New Castle.
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The World's Usliest Bus
By Doug Lance

We were rolling. It all seemed great
until I turned the corner that day and
saw that ugly old bus with its new paint
job sitting behind the church.

I never dreamed that painting an ugly
bus could make it worse, but somehow
we had succeeded in doing just that. It
was now The World's Ugliest Bus!

Sure, the dents and scratches were
fixed, and the bim and grill were a beau-
tiful glossy black. But the color of the
bus was awful. It looked like the last egg
that a small child dyes for Easter. You
know the one; it's the egg that gets
dipped into the bowlwhere allthe dyes
have been mixed together. It's not really
blue and it's not really green; it's Easter
Egg Blue.

I got out of my truck and walked
toward the bus in shock. I ran my hand
over the surface in disbelief, then
walked around the bus untill reached
the doors. I saw the places where dents
and scratches had been carefully
sanded to make sure the paint went on
smooth. I stepped back, and it suddenly
dawned on me that looking at the color
of that bus had given me a headache.

I saw movement out of the corner of
my eye, the unmistakable walk of the
preacher. The first thing you see when
he gets close is his smile; he almost
always has one. At 50 yards away I
could see he had a big smile today.

îint it great?" he said. "That's the
prettiest bus I've ever seen, Brother.
How do you like it?'

"Well, Preacher," I stammered, "lt's
different, that's for sure."

He said, 'Oh, it will be even prettier
when the lettering is done." He stood
back, smiled his confident little smile
and admired that bus like a man whose
son just hit a home run in the big game.
I didnt have the heart to tell him it was
the ugliest bus I'd ever seen.

I soon discovered that I was not
alone. Ray, one of our deacons, said
that when he looked at the bus, he had
the urge to paint 43 on its side and take
it to Rockingham Speedway.

I went home a little disappointed. It
seemed to me that things weren't look-

ing any too good. I just didnt like that
ugly old bus.

That night I read my Bible and
prayed. '[ord bless that old ugly bus.
Make it run good so that it willget back
and forth to church. And, Lord, please
don't let people laugh when they see it.
And one more thing, [ord, could You
let the sunshine lighten up that color just
a little?"

Between bedtime and morning, I got
a new attitude about that bus. In my
morning devotional, God assured me
that He was going to use that ugly old
bus. I remembered how God has always
used the plain and ordinary (not neces-
sarily ugly) to do His work here on
Earth.

I prayed again that morning, nlord,

You know what's best for our church.
Help us do our best for You and use
that bus in whatever way You see fit.
And, Lord, if You can use that ugly old
bus, I know You can use me too." God
did.

I taught children's church for over a
year. We'd averaged 28 children every
Sunday for that year. No more, no less.

Since that old bus started rolling, we
have not had less than 49 children in
children's church. One Sunday we had
79.

This past Sunday 11 children
accepted Jesus as Savior. They all came
off the ugly bus. Since that first Sunday
the bus ran, we have not gone home
without seeing someone come to know
Jesus. People ranging in age from to 7
to 78 years old have come to know
Jesus because of that old ugly bus. Our
children's church workers increased
from four to nine adults. Allbecause of
The World's Ugliest Bus.

I pray differently now. Like, "Thank
You, Lord, for that ugly old bus. Fill it up
every Sunday so we can tell them about
You. Thank You for overlooking the
ugly scratches and dents that were on
that bus, and on me to. And one more
thing, [ord, could You please send us
another ugly old bus just like the one
we've got now?o O
ABOUT THE WRITER: Doug Lance ís children's
church dí¡ector ond bus cdptoín ot Goshen Free
Will Baptíst Church in Mt. Holly, North Carolina.
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felt pretty good that day until I
turned the corner at the back of our
church parking lot. That's when it all

fellapart, and I caught my first glimpse
of the world's ugliest bus.

Four days earlier as I left to visit my
parents, the last thing I saw was Pastor
Blankenship and the deacons wet sand-
ing and painting the trim on the yellow
monster we had just purchased.

The bus that day was just an old,
ordinary, bright yellow school bus. It
had a good body and motor with a few
scratches and minor dents. Neverthe-
less, if anyone with taste described the
bus, they would have to say'uglyl But
it was "just'ugly at that point.

I remember our preachey's contagious
excitement the day we got the bus.
Three men from our church had gone
to the National Bus Conference to learn
how to start a bus ministry. The whole
church got behind the idea.

Our goal was to win souls for Jesus.
That was our only reason for starting a
bus ministry. A smallburden for the lost
had become a bigger (and stillgrowing)
burden.

In order to reach our goal, we had to
do soinething to that old bus, so that
kids would want to ride it and their par-
ents would look at the bus and let them
ride it. The answer, of couröe, was paint.

The preacher bought paint, sand
paper and tape. Several deacons volun-
leered to sand and tape the bus.
Another member offered to paint the
bus for free.
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RANI'ALL HOUSE TO PUBLISH

NEW'WHO',S WHO'
NASHVILLE, TN-Officials at Randall
House Publications announced plans to
produce a second Who's Who Among
Free Will Bapfisfs. The decision to pub-
lish the new reference volume came lL
years after the first denominational
Who's Who appeared in 1978. That
publication proved to be a valuable
source of biographical information
about Free Will Baptist pastors, educa-
tors, missionaries and lay persons.

Hanold Hanison, assistant director of
the Sunday Schooland Church Tiain-
ing Department, said that the need for a
newer and larger edition is evident. "lts
value has been proven to local churches
seeking pastors and to national leaders
searching for denominational
information."

Distribution has begun of the
enlarged questionnaire that provides
material for the biographical entries.
Ministers, missionaries, educators and
active lay persons on the local, state and
national levels are invited to participate.

There is no cost to be included in the
new Who's Who Among Free Will Bap-
úisfs. Arrangements were made with
Majestic Marketing to photograph Free
Will Baptists at no cost during the
national convention in Tämpa, Florida.
Officials expect to continue that
arrangement with Majestic Marketing
during the 1990 national convention in
Phoenix, Arizona. In addition to a free
photograph for Whds Who, participants
receive eight free wallet size photos.

According to Randall House officials,
one thousand copies of the publication
must be pre-sold before they can go to
press. The 500-page hardbound vol-
ume costs $24.95 postage paid.

OKLIIHODIA CHURCH TO BUILD $43O,OOO FACILTTY
MCALESTER, OK-Members of First
Free Will Baptist Church, McAlester,
voted to conshuct a $430,000 building,
according to Pastor Homer Young.
When ground breaking ceremonies
were conducted in late spring, the con-
gregation had raised $250,000 in a two-
year drive for construction funds.

The new building includes a 400-seat
auditorium, more than 3,000 square
feetof educational space and an office
complex. The new building willtie into
the present two-story educational build-
ing. The church already has a Family
Life Center wh¡ch includes a full-size
gymnasium, kitchen and 15 classrooms.

Pastor Young says that members have
been generous in their contributions.
Borrowing an idea from the late Rever-
ent George Mclain, the church gave a
$12,000 "Tüo- offering during spring
homecoming services. Pastor Young
said he expects constuction on the new

facility to be completed in six months.
Young remarked, "The church has

chosen to remain on the west side of
town where it has worshipped most of
its 4S-year history. One of the first build-
ings seen when entering town from
Highway 270 West will be our new
building. We hope it will add to the
beauty of the town and allow visitors to
think more highly of McAlester.'

BILL PHILLIPS TO MODERATE ¡DAHO
TWIN FALLS, ID-Pastor BillPhillips of
First FWB Church, Rupert, Idahq was
elected moderator for two years at
Idaho's District Association. The 17th
annual session met May 19-20 at Air-
port Road FWB Church in Twin Falls.
Delegates also recommended Phillips to
the National Association as their
representative on the General Board.

Thirty-five attendees heard two ser-

mons and a devotional by ldaho pas-
tors. Pastors James O'Donnell and Bill
Phillips preached from the theme verse,
Galatians 6:19. Pastor Tommie Carlson
brought a devotional from the same
verse.

Delegates voted to conduct four
meetings annually instead of two. The
1.990 annual meeting will convene May
18-19 at First FWB Church in Rupert.

FII'BBC GRADUATES 66 IN MAY COMMENCEMENT
NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Baptist
Bible College graduated 66 students in
Commencement Exercises held on
campus Thursday, May 18.

Ten students received the Associate
of Science in Business. seven received
the Associate of Christian Ministries
Degree, 31 received the Bachelor of
Science and 14 earned the Bachelor of
Arts. The college also awarded the Mas-

ter of Minishies Degree to the first four
students to complete this graduate
program.

Dr. Charles Hampton, FWBBC regis-
trar, delivered the challenge to the
graduates. Five seniors-Todd Parrish,
Sherry Sifers, Kevin Riggs, Eddie
Moody and Tamara Walley-gave
testimonies.
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BOBBY JACKSON KEYNOTES
CALIFORNIA STATE

ASSOCIATION
CERES, CA-Evangelist Bobby Jack-
son, former moderator of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists, deliv-
ered the keynote address at the May
18-20 California State Association.
Jackson introduced the association
theme "lnto the World of the 90s'when
he spoke on "The Challenge of Evan-
gelism in the 90's." Reverend Jackson
also spoke at the Friday afternoon
California Christian College Alumni
Banquet.

Three other speakers delivered major
addresses: James McAllister, president
of California Christian College; Dwain
Crosby, missionary to Spain; Tim
Wood, pastor of Campbell FWB
Church, Campbell, Calif.

California Executive Secretary Nuel
Brown said more than275 attended the
46th annual state association which met
in Ceres at Village Chapel FWB
Church. Moderator Paul Kennedy was
re-elected for his fourth term.

In other business delegates appointed
a task force to study all state ministries.
Reverend Brown said that cooperative
plan gifts in California increased
$18,000 this past year. Reverend
Francis Boyle was recognized for his
service to California Christian College.

The 1990 state association will meet
May 17-19 at California Christian
College.

ANGE RESTGNS AS SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE PRESIDENT
WENDELL, NC-At the annualboard
meeting of Southeastern FWB College
on May 8-11, Dr. Joseph G. Ange
resigned the presidency of the college
efÍective July 31.

Dr. Ange told the Board of Directors
that he had prayed and waited on the
l¡rd for several months before resign-
ing. Ange served the college four years
as president. He said that he resigned in
order to return to full-time evangelistic
ministry.

During Dr. Ange's tenure, the college
r,noved from Virginia Beach, Virginia to
Wendell, North Carolina (Raleigh area)
and located on a 61-acre site. Five new
buildings were erecled and one building
renovated for an administration build-
ing. Eight faculty and staff members
were added during those four years.

In his resignation statement, Dr. Ange
emphasized the need for a younger but
experienced man to pick up the reins of
leadership while at the same time hold-

PREACHING HIGHLTGHTS NORTH CAROLINA MEETTNG

ing to the distinctives that make South-
eastern unique.

Brother Ange has pastored 2I years.
He has also conducted over 600
revivals, and preached more than
16,000 sermons.

Ange may be reached at:
Dr. Joseph G. Ange
P.O. Box248
Knightdale, NC 27545
979/266-6609

SWANNANOA, NC-Three sermons
and the moderator's message focused
the 27th annual North Carolina State
Association on the unfinished task of
evangelism and the great need for
cooperation and commitment among
the Lord's servants. Moderator Dann
Patrick guided the business sessions of
the June 5-6 gathering at Swannanoa.

Pastor Jack Lassiter (First FWB
Church, Washington) spoke from Luke
7 about "Things We Can l.earn From
Brokenness.' Promotional Director Tom
Lilly used Matthew 11:7-11 to ask a
series of probing questions. Oklahoma's

executive secretary Connie Cariker
delivered a moving sermon on "The
Tiagedy in Our Churches."

Some 182 people attended the two-
day meeting. The group included 97
ministers, 30 lay delegates, 3 mission-
aries and 52 non-delegates. Special
recognition was given to Pastor A. C.
Morgan (Beacon FWB Church, Farm-
ville) who retired from the state Missions
Board after 15 years of service.

Delegates passed a $68,000 state
Promotional Department budget. The
1990 state association meets June 4-5
at Faith FWB Church in Goldsboro.
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FRESNO, CA-Twelve students gradu-
ated from California Christian College
on May 6, according to President James
McAllister. This marked the second
graduating class since the school's'new
beginning'in 1986.

President McAllister said, "This was a
great day for California Free Will Bap-
tists." The 12 graduates received their
diplomas before a standing-room-only
crowd in the college chapel. One stu-
dent, Reed Resinger of Fresno, received
a Bachelor of Science Degree. The
other 11 earned Associate of Arts
Degrees.

Petaluma pastor Carl Young, a long-
time member of the college's Board of

CCC GRADUATES 12 STUDENTS

Tiustees, brought the baccalaureate
address. Academic Dean Millard Sasser
and President McAllister presented the
diplomas.

California Christian College is owned
and operated by the 86 churches of the
California State Association of Free Will
Baptists.



CANADIAN PASTON WINS
IUUNICIPAL ELECTION

HARTLANQ N.B-Canadian pastor
Reverend Fred D. Hanson recently
defeated three other candidates to win
a seat on the Board of School Ti.ustees
in the Woodstock-Hartland district.

Hanson, a 4O-year-old Free WillBap-
tist pastor, and father of two teens, has
repeatedly expressed concerns with
regard to the public school system. Over
the past several years Rev. Hanson
approached administration, teachers,
guidance counsellors, school boards,
disciplinary committees, students and
parents with his concerns.

His actions won him a favorable vote
of those in his constituency, and
resulted in him receiving a majority vote
in the recent election. His three-year
term began in July 1989. Hanson says
this is an excellent opportunity to be a
witness for Christ, to uphold scriptural
principles, and to exemplify Christian
values. He requests prayer support dur-
ing his tenure of public service.

Brother Hanson pastors Upper
Brighton Free WillBaptist Church and
the Wakefield Free Will Baptist Church
in New Brunswick. He is moderator of
the Atlantic-Canada Association and
serves as their General Board member.

TENNESSEE CHURCH BUTLDS FELIÍ)WSHIP HALL
ERWIN, TN-The First FWB church of
Erwin held dedication and open-house
ceremonies for their new 3,2OO-square-
foot Fellowship Hall valued at
$132,000, reports church secretary
JewellDunbar.

Pastor Ronnie Adkins led the Sunday
afternoon dedication service, while
former pastor William H. Harrison
prayed the dedication prayer.

Pastor Adkins presented three
plaques during the ceremony. One
plaque went to the Building Committee,

another to Ricky Honeycutt who super-
vised the project, and the third plaque
to J. M. Harris for donating many free
hours of labor.

Following dedication ceremonies, the
Forever Young (senior citizens group)
served refreshments for more than 200
attendees.

First FWB Church is a member of
Union Association's Eastern Quarterly
Meeting. The Union Association has
more than B0 churches in the Tþnnes-
see State Association.

to President Thigpen for Free Will Baptist Bible College. The presentation was made May 16 during
chapel. The porhait was a Ministerial Þllowship project. Paul Ketteman was FWBBC Public Relations

Building Committee members: Edmond Ande¡s (L), Guy Lee Whitson, Worren Dunbor (Choirmon)
ond Pastor Ronnie Adkins.

FIRE DESTROYS
MISSOURI CHURCH

WAYNESVILLE, MO-Wednesday
morning April 19, the First Free Will
Baptist Church in Waynesville was
destroyed by fire. The fire was reported
to officials at8:22 a.m. Fire Chief Danny
Fry said that the building was engulfed
in flames when the fire crew arrived.
The loss of the building is approximately
$130,000.

Pastor Gary Parker said, nWe are
trusting the l.ord to guide us through
this and we know that He will. The con-
gregation will hold services in an
appropriate place until a new building
can be built. We are not giving up! The
l¡rd has been blessing with some won-
derful services prior to this, and we
believe that He will continue to do so."

Revival services that had been
planned before the fire went ahead in
an Army tent provided by one of the
members from Ft. l.eonard Wood. Pas-
tor Parker said, 'With the help of the
[.ord we willbegin building in the near
future. We anticipate being in the new
building sometime this year.'
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NONIIHWEST ASSOCIATION
ATTRACTS I28

SALEM, OR-Some 128 ministers,
delegates and deacons met May 12-13
at First FWB Church in Salem, Oregon,
for the annual Northwest Association.
Moderator Mike Criswell was elected to
his third term.

Two ministers preached sermons on
the association theme, "Pressing For-
ward." James McAllister, president of
California Christian College, and Roy
Thomas, director of the Home Missions
Department delivered keynote
addresses.

Delegates voted to reaffirm action
taken by the Executive Committee to
declare the credentials of Mike Mutchler
null and void. Reverend Mutchler previ-
ously served as a home missionary to
Portland, Oregon.

In other action, delegates elected Pas-
tor TÞrry Stafford as assistant moderator
and Joan Warren as clerk of the
association.

ARIZONA TO HOST T99O
NATTONAL CONVENTION

GILBERT, AZ--The Arizona State
Association which conducted its first
annual meeting May 13 elected a five-
man Steering Committee to assist in
preparing to host the 1990 Free Will
Baptist National Convention in Phoe-
nix. Moderator Paul Thompson will
chair the Steering Committee. He will
be assisted by one layman, Gene
Bryant, and three pastors-Howard
Gwartney, Charles Marshall and Clar-
ence Newman.

More than 65 people gathered at
Heritage FWB Church in Gilbert for the
one-day state association. Delegates re-
elected Paul Thompson as moderator.
The association theme was "Fields
White Unto Harvest."

Executive Secretary Melvin Wor-
thington preached the keynote message
on "Basic Beliefs of Free Will Baptists.'

The 1990 state association willmeet
May 5 in Phoenix at Community Chris-
tian Fellowship FWB Church.

MICHIGAN TNVTTES 2OO1
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

WARREN, Ml-Delegates to the 33rd
annual Michigan State Association
passed two major resolutions that will
affect their future, according to Moder-
ator Gene Norris. The state issued an
invitation to host the Free Will Baptist
national convention in the vear 2001.

The National Association will consider
their invitation in 1991.

Another resolution by the 724 regis-
trants designated September as
Stewardship Month for the state associ-
ation. This action was taken to cooper-
ate with the July 1988 vote of the
National Association.

Some 36 ministers, 37 lay delegates

and 11 deacons met May 19-20 at Old
Fashion FWB Church in Warren. Pastor
A. L. Shepherd (Brighter Hope FWB
Church, Ecorse) and Pastor John Vick
(First FWB Church, Kalamazoo)
preached to the assembly.

The 1990 state association will meet
May 18-19 at Kirby FWB Church, in
Tavlor.

Cooperative Channel Contributions

RECEIPTS:
St¡te
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas

California
Colorado
Delawa¡e

Florida
Georgia
ldaho
lllinois
lndiana
Kansas

Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
Mississippi

Missouri

New Mexico
North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma
Soulh Carolina
Tennessee

Texas

Virginia
West Virginia
Canada

Northwest Assoc.

Other (Computer)

Total¡

De-olgo.
$ 198.77

.00

.00

.00

.00

.00
300.00

8,309.72
80.60

18,878.87
510.57

.00

.00

.00
383.00

51.68
5,921.08

54.15
95t.20
570.00

35,125.89
6,765.6r

825.60
8,327.24

145.00
1,511.65

.00

.00

.00

![ay 19E9

cooP
(Uodølg¡rtcd)

$ 20.00
.00

4,570.37
t,702.76

.00

.00
2,197.18
1,275.61

30.53
2,815.07

.00
47.26

1,008.93
.00

2,591.50
490.74

.00
1.07

1,584.09
2,066.00
8,343.66

.00
1.02t.66

771.09
20.00

243.07
.00

80.06
.00

Tot¡l
$ 218.77

.00
4,570.37
1,702.76

.00

.00
2,497.r8
9,585.33

1 11. 13

27,693.94
510.57
47.26

1,008.93
.00

2,974.50
542.42

5,921.08
55.22

2,535.29
2,636.00

43,469.55
6,765.61
1,847.26
9,098.33

165.00
r,754.72

.00
80.06

.00

May'EE
$ 1,123.93

.00
4,560.78
1,288.07

.00
743.94

12.27
7,433.08

34.41
7,524.21

540.26
75.23

t78.04
408.75

5,868.00
95. 19

.00
44.00

1,491.09
2,58r'..60

35,942.t9
5,867.91
r.748.79
5,843.49

230.60
4,263.68

.00

29.40
.02

Yr. To Date
$ 3,018.99

1,191.87
23,2r5.t7
7,865.04

.00

.00
8,82s.26

57,772.32
274.97

58,32r.61
2,768.25

276.06
2,702.89
1,618.42

25,707.70
2,091.72

37,539.17
84.70

9,752.57
14,391.00

209,000.65
50,598. l6
11,259. 15

37,263.40
t,417.t3
8,402.72

.00

536.58
.t2

$575,895.62$88,910.ó3 $30,880.65 $119,79t.28 $87,931.93

DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 1,922.U
Foreign Missions 68,198.80
FWBBC 3,742.86
Home Missions 12,278.58
Relirement & lnsurance 108.37
Master's Men 272.65
Commission for

Theological Integrity 52.52
FWB Foundation 235.99
Historical Commission 48.70
Radio & TV Commission 44.03
Hillsdale FWB College 1,670.63
Other 334.66

$16,864.51
3,223.7t
3,223.71
2,522.90
r,962.26
1,962.26

140. l5
840.95

.00
140. l5

.00

.05

$18,787.35
71,422.5r
6,966.57

14,801.48
2,070.63
2,234.91

r92.67
I,076.94

48.70
184. l8

1.670.63
334.71

$18,145.73
46,926.12
6,2t8.74

11,252.43
1,554.29
1,584.03

t24.80
725.52
122.68
217.68
636.99
362.92

$ 93,936.76
322,279.33

38,97 l. l4
82,M1.28
8,87r.67
9,736.60

878.73
5,954.08

299.04
981.21

9,783.64
1,762.t4

$88,910.63 $30,880.65 $rtg,791.28 $87,931.93 $575,895.62



Currently ...
Members of Cahary Fellowohlp FWB

Church, Fenton, itO, presented Dr. and
Mrs. LaVernc Dtlley with a $3,064 check
for Cote d'lvoire (lvory Coast) missionaries.
Jerrgr Norr¡o pastors.

Pastor James Sellars reports that
Grace FIUB Church, iloultde, GA,
completed remodeling their social hall and
adding a paved driveway with a drive-
through shelter. The church, organized in
1987 with 27 charter members, has added
16 new members.

Frec Wlll Baptlot Btblc Collegc
named 90 honor students to its spring Dean's
List, according to Robert Plclrllll, dean.
Eleven students maintained a straight-A
average. The Dean's List comprised 29
seniors, 21 juniors, L9 sophomores, 20
freshmen and one special student.

An anonymous $700 gift to Flrst FWB
Church, Rusccllv¡lle, AR, allowed the
church to open a fund to purchase a com-
puter system. Doug Llttle pastors.

Must have been a great revival at Wyan-
dotte FWB Church, ilanoñeld, OH.
Pastor Hertlo Stone reports 15 conver-
sions, 15 baptisms and 2l new members.

Falth FtltB Church, Oah Grove,
DlO, purchased property on which to con-
struct a new building. The group also
reported 11 conversions.

President Charleo Thlgpen announced
that Mrs. Helen Ketlcnan, who has
taught business at Free Will Baptist Bible
College, Nashville, TN, for 20 years, retired
after the 1988-89 academic year.

Pastor Wylle Perl¡lns reports 10 bap-
tisms and five new members at Sarnantha
FIIIB Church, Leeoburg, OH. The
church also remodeled their fellowship build-
ing and plan to br¡ck it in the near future.

Pastor Joe Goweau says the Tulare
FIUB Church, Tulare, CA, experienced
substantial growth this year. The growth
includes 17 conversions, six baptisms and 16
new members.

Two good things happened at Ash.
brook FIUB Church, Fresno, CA. The
church added 2t new members and also
gave $650 for medical needs at the Free Will
Baptist hospital in Cote d'lvoire, West Africa.
Tlm Rolen pastors.

Pastor Ibrry Stafford reports a new
high attendance record oÍ74 at Flrst FIUB
Church, Yahloa, WA.

Pastor Tlm Steele reports 73 in atten-
dance the first service at Northern Hllls
FWB Church, Rochester, Ml. Cote
d'lvoire miss¡onary Mark Daniel participated
in the service. Steele said that the church
voted to give 10 percent of its offerings to the
Cooperative PIan.

The ninth annual Randall House
Sofiball Tournament gets underway
August 18-19 at Cedar Hill Park in Nach-
vllle, TN. Tournament manager Davld

Sagravcc said the tournament will be
limited to 32 teams. The registration fee is
$150 per team. The round robin tournament
play begins at 8:00 a.m. August 18 with
team pairings determined by a drawing.

Here's a good idea. Good Hope FWB
Church, Odd, WV, sponsored a Great
Bible Readout. Pastor Jacl¡ Denpcy said
that a new Christian, Clydia Luthell, read
more than 40,000 verses in two and a half
months. She received a new Bible as her
reward.

The youth group at Grecnbranch
FWB Church, Man, WV, burned more
than 100 hard rock tapes in the church park-
ing lot. Pastor Clarence Fortner said the
youths had purchased the tapes before they
became Christians.

Pastor Davld Crosc of Cool¡evlllc
FtlrB Church, Cookeryllle, TN, wrote an
article on the use oÍ"Free Will" as part of the
Free Will Baptist name. The article was pub-
lished in the May - June 1989 issue of the
Echq publication of the Tennessee State
Association of Free Will Baptists. We com-
mend Pastor Crowe for his article.

Reverend Blll Ketchern celebrated 43
years in the ministry this May. Special serv-
ices honoring Brother Ketchem were con-
ducted at Grace FWB Church, Brol¡cn
Arrow, OK. Evangelist Wade Jernlgan
was guest speaker for the occasion.

Pastor Kelly Douglao reports a major
remodeling job completed on the auditorium
at Unþ FWB Church, Bradley, lL. The
work included a lowered ceiling, new dry
wall, light fixtures, track lighting and
carpeting.

Elmer E. llann was named citizen-of-
the year in Sutrency, GA, by the Baxley -
Appling County Chamber of Commerce.
He is a member of llcmorlal FWB
Church, Surrency, GA. His pastor is C. B.
I)owdne¡¡.

Pastor Charles Beaslø3r said that this
has been the best year in his 21 years as pas-
tor of Frlendohtp FWB Church, fu¡ln
C¡tV, GA. The church recently added 24
new members. They also began a building
program to install a baptistry, enlarge the
pulpit and choir area, and add a foyer and
pastor's office. The group also plans to
enlarge the social hall.

Pastor Jamec Bnrce reports 14 conver-
sions at Per4¡ FWB Church, Pctlgr, Gl\.
Of the 14 conversions, 10 are from the same
family. The church added 15 new members.

lf,tllcon Chapel FWB Church,
Thomaston, GA, remodeled their church
by adding new siding, stained glass windows,
carpet, padded pews, cement walk in front
of the church. Future plans include a church
steeple. L. S. Anthony pastors.

Wcndell Gllbert moves around Dub-
lln, GA, in a wheel chair. But that does not
keep him from getting involved in workdays

at Flrot FIUB Church. Mr. Gilbert placed
a lift on the side of his pickup truck for his
wheel chair so he could get around town on
his own. He rebuilds lawn mowers and has
adapted his riding mower so that he can
drive it himself. Interim pastorTlm Hutch.
lnson said, 'Our lawn takes at least six
hours to mow. The time is cut in half with
Wendell's helpl

Pastor Gary Smlth of Hammocl¡¡
Sprlngs FWB Church, I)onelcon-
vllle, GA, taped a series of five-minute
devotionals for TV station WMBB in
Panama City, FL. Pastor Smith said the con-
gregation gave a $1,600 offering for their
building fund.

L¡ura Bcllc Barn¡rdb book Touching
the Untouchables was featured on the Bible
Broadcasting Network in Cheoapeake,
VA, on their program called "Christian Clas-
sics.'The book was read aloud over the radio
on a program aired three times a day Mon-
day through Friday.

Pastor Harold Blanhenohlp of
Goohen FWB Church, llt. Holty, NC,
reports 60 conversions since January. Sun-
day School attendance averages 232 and
morning worship service 311.

Reverend Joel Arthur Joolln
celebrated 67 years in the ministry. Brother
Joslin founded the Catcher FWB
Chutrh in Van Buren, AR. The 87-year-
old minister began preachingin 1922.

Pastor Bobþ Shepherd said members
of Flrot FIUB Church, Batectllltc, AR,
have paid half of the $10,000 spent to pave
their parking lot.
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Woman's
Window

on the World
By Mary R. Wisehart

WNAC Needs
Special thanks goes to individuals

and Auxiliaries for $200 sent to help
buy office furniture and equipment.

We stillneed the following:

Computer and bookkeeping software $2,000
Copier 1,400
Typewriter 500

August-
WNAC Emphasis ltionth

August is Emphasis Month for
Woman's Auxiliary.

Our theme this year, "Arise and
Buildi suggests building in several areas.
One is in the support for our national
office.

Emphasis Month gives the whole
church an opportunity to support the
women's organization.

Last year Emphasis Month offerings
totaled $12,317.31. In 1987, the offer-
ings reached $10,588.58. Emphasis
Month offerings have been increasing
over the years.

We're still short of our goal of $5 per
member annually. Last year Emphasis
Offerings and Co-Laborer Fund offer-
ings totaled $25,870.03. With 10,388
members these two funds should give
us $51.940.
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From My Wlndow
"God met Moses at his work place.'

My pastor set me thinking with that
statement a few months ago. I began
wondering how we really expect to
meet God.

Perhaps we lim¡t God to a Sunday
service or some special time or place.
Perhaps we expect to meet God only in
some extraordinary experience.

When Jesus walked on the earth, He
participated in the ordinary lives of peo-
ple. He went to weddings, funerals, din-
ners. He ate with people and
participated in fishing with His disciples.

Shouldnt we, then, expect to meet
God in the everyday routine of our
lives? Is He not concerned about us in
the work place as we fulfill our daily
responsibilities?

Surely God wants to meet us at every
turn of the road, in every experience of
our lives. He is in the work place with
us.

What about our service to God? Is it
limited in our thinking to something we
call sacred? Our work itself should be
offered to Him as a sacred sacrifice of
love. Our everyday responsibilities and
routines require our best as we offer
them up to God.

Most of our waking time is spent "at
work." God surely wants to meet us in
the work place.

As we work or play, we should be
sensitive to His presence and His voice.

Do we recognize God when He
meets us in the work place?

Eunice Edwards Fund
A loan Fund for Churches Abroad

Goal: $50,000 by 1991

Total, May 30, 1989: $20,376.39

Provislon Closet Needs
King size sheet sets, mattress covers, bedspreads

Queen size flat sheets, sheet sets
Corelle ware service for 8
Hand towels
Tupperware cereal bowls, juice tumblers, maxi-

caketakers
(D
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Board ot' Retirement

AT YOUR SEIVICE
Herman L. Herseg

Direclor

Thinhing of Retiring?

applications, even if all
goes well. Social Security officials
warn that applications for benef¡ts
should be filed that long before retire-
ment so that benefits can begin shortly
after income from work stops. Anyone
expecting to retire December 31 should
visit the nearest Social Security office to

Whether or not you applyfor socíøl securíty øt age 65, you
should ølpply at least thtee months in sdaance of your 65th
bírthday to be coaered by Medlcate.

begin the required paperwork no later
than November 1., perhaps even in
October.

What you need. Often applicants
aren't prepared when they file for Social
Security. Second and even third visits
may be necessary.

ïb save time, and perhaps speed
benefits, have these things with you
when you sit down with a Social Secu-
rity official:

I) Your Sociql Security Card or a rec-
ord of its number. If your spouse is eligi-
ble for benefits, you will also need hãr
card or number.

2) Proof of Ages ot'You and an Eligi-
ble Spouse. Normally, this will be a birth
or baptism certificate recorded before
age five.

QuestionS! Be sure retirement is
what you really want. Are you ready for
the changes it will require?

Can you afford it? Do you have viable
plans for post-retirement years likely to
extend into your 80's or longer?

Many retirement counsellors aren't
convinced that retirement is good for
everybody, barring health or physical
problems.

They strongly recommend that any-
one considering leaving a job think
realistically of what it willbe like not hav-
ing the job to go to and what it will be
like without the fellowship of other wor-
kers, many of them companions for
many years.

Consider the pluses and minuses of
retirement. Be sure your pluses are not
a form of self-deception, brought on,
perhaps, by gray skies, dropping tem-
perature readings and prospects of rain,
snow, ice and slush.

Sometimes the minuses-the nega-
tive aspects of retiring-can lead to a
better decision for you.

What should you d<r now ¡f
you plan to retire? you can't
wait until you retire to apply for social
security benefits-not if you want
benefits to begin immediately.

Ordinarily, it takes tr¡ro to
three months to process

Lacking the required certificates, write
for a copy immediately because
searches and responses can take two
weeks or more.

The Social Security office can suggest
where you should write, usually a
county or state registrar's office.

Notations in family Bibles, military

records, affidavits and other acceptable
age proofs will be suggested by Social
Security ¡n lieu of b¡rth or baptism certifi-
cates if you run into serious trouble.

3) If Matied, a Wedding License. li
married more than once, you had better
be prepared with all pertinent marriage
papers and, if divorced, divorce papers.

Maybe you won't need them to
straighten out benefit claims, but you
should be prepared.

4) A W-2 or Seff-Employment Tàx
Return from the previous year.

5) Immigration or Naturalization
Records if born abroad

6) Maybe it wont be necessary, but it
could be wise to have Military Records if
you were in the armed forces. O
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Student To Student:

ADVICE TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Fif,""n students from Free Will Baptist Bible College are touring for the college this summer. Beloreleaving Nashville,

they were asked, "What advice would you give to high school students?"

Here are some of their responses:

Donotwait
until you are a
"mature adult"
to serve the
Lord fully! God
can and wants
to use you now.
Also, stand up
forwhatyoube-
lieve. You will
not regret it.

Katie Hamm
Senior

New Castle, DE

Nevercom-
promise your
standards, be-
cause your
friendswillcome

Having a
daily quiet time
is the most im-
portant thing in
the world!
Choosing your
friends wisely is
also important.
If you do not
have good

Christian friends, then pray specifi-
cally for some. Stay faithful to church
and fight sin!
Línda Boone
Junior
Decatur, GA

Thegreatest
thing we, as
Christians, can
do is surrender
our lives to
Christ. This
does not auto-
matically mean
Godwants us to
preach or go to

the mission field, but we must be will-
ing to do just that, if it is God's will.
Deron Peak
Junior
Ocoee, FL

Living for
the Lord is not
allsacrificial, but
is very much
beneficial. He
doesn't ask His
children to un-
dergo an ordeal
or problem
alone. He will
never give us more than we can bear.
Faith Van W¡nkle
Junior
Fulton, MS

I have been
a Christian for
several years,
but I am still
growing closer
to God. Never
becomesatisfied
with where you
are in your
Christian life!
Dauid Outlaw
Sophomore
Nashville. TN
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Write today for a 1989-91
Catalog!

Really get
intoGod'sWord
on a daily basis.
God meant His
Word to be
bread for daily
use, notcake for
special occa-
sions.

Dickey Anderson
Senior

Joelton. TN
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PUTSE or Free w¡tt Boptist Foreign Missions €Þ

Two Bits for lttissions
bg Don Robírds

Dírector of Communícations for tureígn /lfissÍons

use of the coin folder is its adapt-
ability to any age group. Adults
and children alike can effectively
raise money through this means.
And nobody really feels the
"pinch" often expressed by those
who have faced fund-raising
appeals.

When Tom and Patty McCul-
lough of France went to the First
FWB Church in Russellville, Ark.,
they were blessed by the efforts of
the children who had raised S9O
through the coin holders. As a
whole, the church raised S5B5.B5
in quarters for the McCulloughs'
account in addition to a large
offering.

Pastor Doug Little called the for-
eign missions office on different
occasions to order more coin
folders (provided free of charge)
for this special event. He stated,
"The thrilling thing about the
quarter folders is that everyone
together can give a lot and never
miss the loose change. It doesn't
detract from tithing, building
fund, or other giving projects, but
it does make a significant
differencei'

TEn students in the
juníor-age Sundag schoot

class raíæd S855.

ln theJanuary-February issue of
ITeartbatmagazine the First FWB
Church of New Castle, Ind.,
reported raising S501.66 for mis-
sions through a special'Quarters
for missions" campaign in which
they placed the quarter holderc on
a large poster board.

Over and over again the simple
little coin folder has come
through with a significant
amount of gifts yet it involved a
minimal amount of effort and
practically no sense of ex-
penditure.

So, don't devaluate the quarter
too much. lt's reaching around
the globe! Employ it in your
church! (D

fìo.r'r.ev_er sell the quarter benefited significanfly by thisI/short! Even though it has medium-sizeã coinl
dwindled to the "insignificant" When Foreign Missions Month
c?tggory, it still has value. Like the rolled around this past April,
nickel and dime of a few ypars many churches took tire opportu-
ago the twenty-five cent piece nity to chailenge ttre peopie to fiil
now makes a phone call, buys a quarter folders for missións. with
"!u-p, 

operates a gum machine, each folder holding fìve dollarsetc. worth of coins, it juõt takes 2O to
Who misses a quarter these make $1OO.days? One of the most effective efforts

of using the quarter holders to

,r,posítíoe,factor faooríng ffå? #'f i,ä ülï,"iil:: Tiifrthe uæ of tl¿,e coín folder baptist church of cuin, Ara. pas-
is Íús adaptabílítg to ang tof Dennis Haygood reported

age gnouþ $2,55O.5O of the ö3,2SS.ZO oîfer-

äff:' ffg; fr "åïtff¡ Tf i::å:
You can't buy a coke or candy Dave Franks- account received

bar with it. And it takes at least ö2,1o2,3s from the conference.
two at the laundrom.at to dry a Ten students in the ^junior-ageload of clothes. fu, i! generálly sunday school ctass fitËd quarËt
takes several pieces of the silver- forders to raise $85s. Evén the
coated bust of ceorge washington toddler class raised $25o. Anotherto be able to do much at the i2Og.ZS came from the primarypresent. class.

But foreign missions has A positive factor favoring the
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fohn and Mary Free WillBaptist own
Gla tract.of land they want to give
toward foreign missions ministries.

They can either sellthe land and give
the money, or they can give the prop-
erty outright.

Either way, wouldnt the end result be
the same?

Not necessarily. There could be a big
difference in the dollar amount of the
sift.

Over the years most property
appreciates in value. If John and Mary
sellthe land for more than they paid for
it, they must pay capital gains tax on the
appreciation. The tax rate depends on
the length of time of ownership.

' However, if the Mission Board (any
church agency) or the Foundation sells
the property, there will be no capital
gains tax.

On the other hand, should John and
Mary sell the land for less than they
paid, they sustain a capital loss. The loss
is deductible from their income.

In that case, they should sell the prop-
erty themselves, take whatever deduc-
tion is allowed, and then give the cash
to missions.

John and Mary may choose to give
their gift through the Free Will Baptist
Foundation-either the cash gift or the
ouhight gift of property.

The Foundation works with and for
the national Foreign Missions Board
(with all church-related organizations,

from local to national levels) in planned
giving.

A qualified Foundation representative
can give John and Mary the information
and assistance they need to make a

wise decision on how to give. The
representative will work with their
accountant, attorney and,/or tax
consultant.

Our office can sell or manage prop-
erty, invest funds, disburse funds-do
whatever is necessary to carry out
John's and Mary's wishes.

Furthermore, the Foundation can
offer them several options for giving
their gift: a trust, endowment, life
income agreement, annuity or a combi-
nation of these.

And, we can make it easy and effi-
cient for them to support more than one
ministry through the same gift.

If they need an increase in income
from assets, we can help them solve that
problem too.

We can help them to give as they
want to.

We can help you to give as you want
to.

Call us at675/361-1010 or write to
Free WillBaptist Foundation, P. O. Box
1.088, Nashville, TN 37202. O

The Foundation is not engaged in render-
ing legal serv¡ce or advice. Advice from
legal counsel should be sought.

FCf,UncIAf ¡Ot1

Capital Gains- Capital Losses

RealEstate
Houses-Lands-Farms

Collectibles
Stamps-Coins- Paintings

Stocks

Business Inventories

Cattle - Livestock- Crops

How should one give a gift?

Should one give a gift outright? Is

cash always best?
Does it really make a difference as

long as the gift is given?



f}OVE A[
A Great ldea from a New

Master's Men welcomes the men of River Rouge FWB
Church in Michigan as one of 19 new chapters this year. The
men had been meeting on a monthly basis this past year,
calling themselves Master's Men. They decided to be part of
the national effort, joining in May.

Director Jim Vallance presented a charter and member-
ship packet to the men during services May 27. Pastor Ray
Wilson allowed time for Vallance to speak. Vallance attended
the Michigan State Association that weekend. He challenged
the men to develop their lives in the will of the Master.

In Þbruary several men began a major effort to involve the
boys of the church in greater service for the [ord. Talk and
plans consumed several months before the actual beginning
date. That's how Upward Bound began.

Upward Bound
This program is centered in Proverbs 3:6, "ln all thy ways

acknowledge Him, and he shall direct thy paths." The men
started with four boys. ln four months the program grew to
average 24. Here's their statement of purpose:

iAn organization for young men sponsored by the Master's
Men at the River Rouge Free WillBaptist Church.

"lts purpose is to provide its participants with an active pro-
gram revolving around the lord Jesus Christ, church, home
and the outdoors.

"Each individual is made aware of the importance of hav-
ing a personalrelationship with the Lord through the plan of
salvation and daily search of the scriptures.

"lts members should be a living testimony to others by
encouraging and instilling the same principles in all family
members.

"Kindling a burning desire to serve the Lord, and making
its members aware of the beauty of all God's creation.

"To enjoy nature, mastering outdoor skills such as hiking,
camping, canoeing, archery, horsemanship and other out-
door activities.

"Providing its membership with a common bond of work-
ing and living for the [ord.

'Encouraging each young man to grow and mature spiritu-
ally, physically and mentally . . . to ensure that the flame of
Christianity burns brightly for other young men to find their
way to accept Christ as their Saviorl'

Is it working? Yes! What happens in a meeting? The boys
are encouraged to memorize scriptures and earn points. The
points are redeemed for camping gear. This spring and sum-
mer begins a vigorous schedule of outdoor activities led by
the men. Most of these boys have lived within the inner-city
region of Detroit. Few have had the pleasures of camping,
hiking and enjoying nature. Some have never seen animals
except dogs and cats. Does it cost anything? So far, the men
have absorbed the cost of equipment. They wanted to out-
fit the boys by rewarding their study efforts.

The boys are awarded points for faithful attendance at all
church services, for bringing others, and receive awards
when they show proficiency in such activities as camping, fire

Other areas will be added as the program matures.
Is it worth it? The men's group that had struggled to get a

half dozen men out for the meetings now has 12 members
(including 3 LifeMembers and one LifeCommitment). And
they have about 20 boys and teenagers there too. Several
boys and one father have been saved in the first four months.
The dads are showing interest in church, and in the men's
meetings. Yes. it's worth it.
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of these men. They will send you a bunch of information.
Just keep in mind that it's worth a buck or two for them to
copy all the pages.

Fred Price, Director Gary R. Wilson, Assistant Director
10 Elton 18738 Valade
Ecorse, M|48229 Riverview, Ml48192 (D

îbove Alt . . . Ihke the Shteld' Campalgn results:

19 New chapters 2Tweeks 
5 New LifeFriends

198 New members 38 LifeCommitments
45 New LifeMembers
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Home Missionaries Needed for New Fields

+¡r he national Home Missions
I Department needs a few good

men! Dedicated workers who have the
pioneer spirit are needed to enter new
territories, win people to Christ and
plant Free Will Baptist churches. h takes
special men and women with dedica-
tion, experience, taining and an adven-
turesome spirit to be national home
missionaries. Please pray that God will
callthis kind of workers to the following
areas:

ARIZONA-One more couple is

needed to complete the Tärget City Pro-
ject adopted by the National Associa-
tion. The denominational goal is to send
five couples to the Phoenix area by July
1990 when the National Association
meets there.

LOUISIANA-Bordered by Arkan-
sas, TÞxas and Mississippi, the state of
louisiana has only six Free WillBaptist
churches. Shreveport, especially, needs
a Free WillBaptist church.

By Roy Thomas

MISSISSIPPI-The Mississippi State
Mission Board is seeking a couple for
the city of South Haven, a state line
suburb of Memphis, 'lìznnessee.

MONTANA-OnIy two Free Will
Baptist churches exist in this state, both
of them located in the city of Billings.
There are several large cities such as
Missoula, Great Falls, Kalispel or
Helena, the state capital, where we
need to start Free Will Baptist churches
so that Montana can have a district
association of churches.

NEW MEXICO-No home mission-
ary is working in this state presently. It
would be an encouragement to the
other churches in the state and would
help strengthen the Free Will Baptist
work if we had a dedicated missionary
who would go to one of the cities of
New Mexico and stay until the job is
done.

TEXAS-The Texas State Mission
Board wants to start a new church in

San Antonio. Tþxas has many other
large cities without Free Will Baptist
churches.

VIRGINIAJheTe is no home mis-
sionary working in the state of Virginia
at this time, and there are no Free Will
Baptist churches north of Interstate 81.

WASH¡NGTON-Several pastors
have called the national Home Missions
office about families from their churches
who recently moved to Olympia, the
state capital. A Free WillBaptist church
is desperately needed for that growing
city.

Will you pray that God will call
laborers to these cities and many other
growing areas not mentioned here? Are
you willing to go? For information on
the qualifications for national Home
Missionaries, write the Home Missions
Department, Post Office Box 1088,
Nashville, TN 37202. O



Dr. D. J¡mcs Kennedy, Your Prodlgal
Chlld (Nachvlllq Thoma¡ Nclson Pub-
llcherc, l9Et, hardbach, 235 pp.,
$r4.95).

arents throughout history have
faced the heartbreak which

comes from a rebellious child. One of
Jesus' most beautiful parables tells the
story of a prodigalchild who went away
from his father's house, squandered his
inheritance, and ended up l¡ving a life of
sin and degradation. At least the rebel-
l¡ous child of this parable realized his
predicament, repented and returned to
h¡s father's house. Many prodigal chil-
dren do not come to such a happy end-
ing; they continue to reject the heritage
they received from their parents.

The abuse of alcohol and drugs
among American teenagers contributes
greatly to this problem of prodigalchil-
dren. Parents across our country strug-
gle with a son or daughter whose life
has been wrecked by substance abuse.
Such a child not only wrecks his own
life, he generally wrecks the lives of
those around him. Christian parents are
not exempt from this problem which
often continues for years and even
decades.

In this book, Dr. Kennedy provides
outstanding insight and guidance to
assist parents and others who face this
tenible problem. First, Kennedy reminds
us that help is available. The strength

and power of God are always available
to parents who are often at their wits'
end. The help of the church and the
assistance of trained Christian counsel-
lors can and do make a difference.

Even if such help is not able to
change the conduct of the prodigal, it
can help the parent to deal with the sit-
uation much more effectivelv. To be
frank, a prodigal son or daughter must
not be allowed to destroy the lives of
other family members.

Second, the author reminds us that
guilt is often a serious problem for the
parents. Parents blame themselves
when a child goes astray. Kennedy
argues that every individual must accept
the responsibility for his own actions. In
most cases, a child becomes a prodigal
not because of gross failure by the par-
ents but because of his own sin and
rebellion. A trained counsellor can help
parents unload this burden of guilt.

Third, the writer gives practical sug-
gestions for dealing with the prodigal
when he does return home. For exam-
ple, parents should not establish rules
which are legalistic and unbiblical, but
they should insist that the child (no mat-
ter what the age) adhere to minimum
standards of conduct while in their
home. The parent should not support
or condone immoral or illegal activity. In
some cases, the parent should insist that
the child undergo a treatment or
rehabilitation program before returning

home. Professional treatment may be
necessary in cases of addiction to alco-
hol or other drugs.

The parent needs to keep the lines of
communication open and continue to
love the child unconditionally. Dr.
Kennedy offers suggestions on how to
accomplish these goals. He also offers
advice on how to relate to younger
brothers and sisters of the prodigal. The
fact that one child wanders away does
not mean that the others must follow in
that path.

This book can be of great value to
families which are facing this hagedy. It
can also be of great value to pastors and
others who offer help and counsel to
these families. It presents ideas which
are thoughtful, insightful, biblical and
down-to-earth. If your church does not
have a library, you should buy this book
and start one. O

Dlrectory Update

GEOBGTA

Marvin Castle to Macedonia Church,
Colquitt

James Pelt to White Plains Church,
Blakely

Jimmy Stubbs to Weems Road Church,
Columbus

Iil9SOURt
Vernon long to Leadington Church,

Leadington from MAory Church, Jackson,
TN

NEWMEX¡CO

B¡ll Adkisson to First Church,
Albuquerque

OKL/IHODIA
Joe Conn to Lake Area Church.

Cleveland

Randy Wilson to First Church, Locust
Grove

Greg Aery to Cincinnati Church, Tulsa
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0ll l¡lTTl¡E l¡AllE$
BY DONNA MAYO

The Chocolate Tþmptation
he chocolate pie filling was
shiny and warm as Mrs.

Lane poured it into a golden
brown crust. JeÍf hungrily
watched his mother beat the egg
whites, add sugar and spread the
meringue on top. Then she put
the pie into the oven to brown.

'Cant I have just one piece?
begged Jeff.

nNo, honey, I'm sorry, but this
pie is for Mrs. Douglas. She hasn't
been feeling well, and I thought
this would cheer her up.' Jeff took
one more deep whiff of the deli-
cious aroma that filled the kitchen
and then walked sadly into the
den where Megan was watching
TV.

Mrs. Lane kept an eye on her
pie. She wanted the tall, stiff
peaks of meringue to be perfectly
browned. As she took the pie out
of the oven and set it on the

g counter to cool, she heard some

õ, bad language coming from the

Ë., TV in the den.

5 asked Mrs. Lane going to the
g door.

7 When Megan told her mother

{ the name of the program, Mrs.

F Lane told her to turn it off. "Aw,

Mom, it's not so badl argued
Megan.

"l don't want you hearing that
kind of languagei said Mrs. Lane.

"Oh, I wouldnt say those
wordsi said Megan quickly. "l
donT pay any attention to them. I
just want to watch the show.'

"No," said Mrs. Lane firmly, .it's

hash. And I cant let you use your
ears for trash cansl

M"nun clicked off the TV. Out
the window she saw Marty walk-
ing across the yard. He had been
playing with Jesse Reynolds, a
boy who lived down the street.

nMom, guess what!" cried Marty
running in the house and slam-
ming the door. Tesse's dad is tak-
ing him camping this weekend.
They invited me to go. I can go,
cant I, Mom? I cant wait.'

"Marty, you know your dad
and I dont like you hanging
around Jesse and his familyi said
Mrs. Lane.

Marty was stunned. He couldnt
believe his mother was about to
say, "Noi to this camping trip.

"The Reynolds are not Chris-
tians, Marty," continued Mrs.
Lane, 'and if you are around

them very much, you'llstart to act
like them."

"But, Mom, they're not that
badi pleaded Marty.

nMurty, 
I've heard the awfulway

Jesse talks. I know his parents
drink, and I can't let you be in that
kind of environmentl

"But I won't do those thingsi
said Marty.

'l know you think you won't,
Marty, but your mind is like a
computer. Eventually, what you
put in is going to come out..l want
you to get your Bible and read
Proverbs 6:27-28i said Mrs. Lane.

Marty went to his room for his
Bible. He came back into the den
and read, n'Can a man take fire in
his bosom, and his clothes not be
burned? Can one go upon hot
coals, and his feet not be
burned?'"

"l wouldnt be a very good
mother if I let you play with
matches, would I?' asked Mrs.
Lane.

"Nq Maämi answered Marty,
looking down at the floor.

'Sin burns worse than fire.
Marty. I cant let you go with
Jesse. I'm sorry, but I have to do
what I think is right," said Mrs.
Lane.



Megan was still pouting about
the TV show, and no one had
noticed that Jeff had slipped
quietly into the kitchen.

llfl¡,"n Mrs. Lane went to check
on him, she found him with both
hands in her chocolate pie. His lit
tle round face was covered with
chocolate and meringue. He had
eaten almost half of it.

When Jeff peeped up over the
pie plate and saw his mother, he
didnt know whether to smile or
cry. So he scooped up another
handful of chocolate goo and
crammed it quickly into his
mouth.

"Jefifuy Lane!' cried Mrs. Lane.
Tust look at you!'

Mrs. Lane's shrieks brought the
twins in from the den. They
started laughing when they saw
their brother, but when they saw
how upset their mother was, they
covered their mouths to stifle their
giggles.

Teff, you knew I was going to
take that pie to Mrs. Douglas. I
told you that you couldnt have
any of it. You disobeyed mel said
Mrs. Lane.

Jeff started to cry. 'But I didnt
mean to eat it, really."

'What?' asked Mrs. Lane as
she began wiping Jeffs hands and
face with paper towels.

'l really wasn't going to eat iti
sobbed Jefl,. "ljust came in to look
at it. I was just going to take a sniff
and say'hellol I didnt mean to."

"Mom, give him a breaki said
Megan. "Your chocolate pies are
just too temptingl

"l'm real sorryi cried Jeff, his
lower lip quivering.

Teff, you should have stayed
away from temptationi added
Marty.

Mrs. Lane looked at Marty.
"Did he know what he uos soy-
ingT she wondered to herself.

Just then Marty realized how
this lesson applied to him. He
thought about the Bible verses he
had just read. "Can a man take
fíre in his bosom, and his clothes
not be burnedT Then he said,
"Can a boy sniff a chocolate pie
and not take a bite? he said.

Mrs. Lane smiled. It would be
worth the trouble of making

another pie if her children had
learned something from this.

uSince 
it's ruined,'said Megan,

getting three spoons from the
drawer, 'we might as wellfinish it
off.'

Megan handed one to Marty,
and then offered one to her
mother. Mrs. Lane sat down in
the chair with a sigh and helped
the twins eat the rest of the pie.

o
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Missionaries are ready to go-Preachers need
froiníng-S tudents need collegiate education-
Laymen ask for dírection-National Mnistries
are ready to fult'íll their potential.

The 1989 gift goal for National Ministries tops 96.6 million. In
order to meet the goal each Free Will Baptist should give 932.37
above regular gifts.

Your $32.37 gift will be divided among National Mnistries
according to the Cooperative Plan formula.

SEPTEMBER 24,1989

Total Budget $6.616.602 My Share@

National Ministries Offering
P.O. Box 1088

Nashville, TN 37202

q\
po

tt
ct)

È
O
Fzo
È
N



o\
po

U'
a
cft

=

O
f-zo
O
òN

TEAM is the national organization of Free Will Baptist
youth. TEAM stands for Tþens Equipped and Active in
Minishy. Special recognition was given to a youth group and
an individual at the first meeting of TEAM during the
NationalYouth Conference in Tämpa, Florida, in July.

Youth Group Award-- Unlty Church, lllinols
On June 15, 1988, four teens and two adult sponsors left

Bradley, Illinois, and traveled to Phoenix, Arizona. During
their 10-day trip they saw the Grand Canyon, Petrified For-
est, and went river rafting. But this was not a sightseeing
vacation trip. It was a missions trip.

They had spent months raising funds for the trip. There
were rock-a-thons, spaghetti suppers and pizza suppers.
They had a rent-a-teen special event and conducted a Sun-
day evening service. Allthis totaled more than $1,500 and
allowed them to give a $1.00 offering to missions before they
left for their trip.

Their ministry was with the East Valley FWB Mission in
Mesa, Arizona. The group stayed in the home of missionaries
Howard and Patsy Gwartney.

Kenny Pell and his wife, Vickie, were the adult sponsors.
Brother Pell was serving as pastor of the church at that time.
The youth members were Tina Most, Kevin Douglas, Kristy
Douglas and Kristen Kuiken.

The youth group provided special music for church serv-
ices at the mission. They knocked on about 1,000 doors and
distributed literature. They also did church survey work for
the mission.

We commend this group for their involvement in ministry.
They have proven that you don't have to be a large youth
group to be effective and do great things for the [ord.

lndlvldual Award - B4ron Duncan
For several years Bryon entered the national Creative Writ-

ing Competition. Although never a national winner, he
enjoyed the opportunity to express himself as a Christian
through his writing.

Debbie Cavitt, his writing coach, submitted his entries for
1989. They included a poem, an essay and nine handwrit-
ten pages of a short story. The short story was never
completed.

On Saturday, February 18, Bryon was fatally wounded
when his shotgun accidentally fired as he was hunting with
his father, uncle and grandfather. He was 15.

Bryon was a fine young Christian man. He loved his [ord,
his church and his youth group. He was involved in various

phases of ministry and faithfulto his localchurch, Southeast
FWB Church, in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Reverend Ron Carner had been the pastor since Bryon
was three years old. He saw Bryon grow from a young child
into an active and involved teenager.

As a tribute to Bryon we are printing his poetry entry for
this year.

My Prayer
Thank you for everything you ever did and will ever do,
not only for me, but for everybody.
And [.ord, thank you for being a friend in the darkest of

times.
Help me to carry this burden known as life
and let me shine through as a Christian.
I am asking for strength and renewal on a daily basis.
I know what wondrous glories you have
and will reveal to me as I walk with you,
living from day to day.
[ord, show me and guide me through the paths of

righteousness,
and donï let me fall; for I am as a sheep and you the

shepherd.
You know a lot more than I could ever know,
so let me do your bidding
and let me be a cornerstone on the living waters for you.
Help me allthe days.

-Bryon Duncan-
(D



Robcrt E. Picirilli

Acts 2:23;4:2t

God's Sovereignty and Man's
Respons¡bility

n the last three of these articles I
have dealt with three of the key pas-

sages that speak of God's sovereign will
in respect to salvation. Acts 2:23 and
4:28 do not relate directly to election of
individuals to salvation, but they are
important for understanding the way
the New Testament presents the inter-
play between God's eternal plan and
man's moral responsibility. In both
verses, the crucifixion of Christ is
presented on two sides: (1) as by the
plan of God, and (2) as at the hands of
wicked men.

God's side is indicated, in 2:23, as
"delivered up by the having-been-
determined counsel and foreknowledge
of God"; and, in 4:28, as "things your
hand and your counsel foreordained to
come to pass." Without taking space for
detail, I think it is clear that God's eter-
nal counsel (plan), foreknowledge, and
foreordination are being closely linked.
Christ's death is in accord with that eter-
nal plan.

Man's side is indicated, in 2:23, as
"you, by the hand of lawless men, slew
[Him], nailing [Him] to a cross"; and in
4:28, by iAgainst Jesus were gathered
together both Herod and Pilate,
together with the Gentiles and the peo-
ple of Israel."

There is fine interplay here between
Divine and human responsibility. On
the one side, Jesus' crucifixion was
according to God's eternal plan. On the
other hand, blame and responsibility-

worthy of condemnation -are emphat-
ically placed on the men involved. Peter
was not conscious of any contradiction
between judging men liable for moral
agency in the crucifixion, and regarding
that same event as carefully provided
for in the eternal plan of God. As Cal-
vinists are accustomed to observe. since
both facts are affirmed without sense of
contradiction, there must not be a con-
tradiction.

Only we hasten to add that, if there
really is no contradiction, then God's
'foreordination' of the events musú be in
such a manner that those events are not
necessary but contingenf-that is, the
men really could have acted in other
ways. If, in fact, those who crucified
Jesus hod to do so, if God's foreordina-
tion by its own efficacy made their
actions unavoidable, then they were not
free to do otherwise-could not do
otherwise-and were therefore not
responsible.

But if the men involved are to be
blamed, and they are, then their acts
were thereÍore contingent and the
actors were Íree to crucify Him or not.
Insofar as their moral responsibility was
concerned, they really could have cho-
sen not to do so. And none of these
observations contradicts in the slightest
the fact that all their actions were known
to God from eternity as certain, and that
He in fact foreordained the events by
choosing in His perfect knowledge and
wisdom to set in motion the course of

events and circumstances that He knew
certainly would lead to what happened,
thus incorporating all the events into His
perfect plan.

Calvinists themselves (although they
may reject the way I have just expressed
this) are quick to avow something very
similar, insisting that God's foreordaining
of wicked acts was done in such a way
that He did not "cause' those wicked
acts and thus become author of sin.
Well: if, in fact, He can foreordain
wrongdoing without causing that
wrongdoing (and I certainly agree), then
that admission will serve us well as we
apply this same principle to the relation-
ship between the Divine and the human
in ony actions where moral agency is
involved. And if His foreordaining of the
crucifying acts did not cause those acts,
it likewise did not make those acts
necessary, although they wete
cerúoin-which simply means nothing
more than that something will be the
way it willbe.

This is exactly the modelwe should
apply to the relationship between God
and man in salvation. From eternity,
God has known who will be His and
elected them to salvation. All of this has
been incorporated in His plan. But each
one is really Íree to receive or reject
Christ, and morally responsible for the
decision. The best way to express this,
then, is that God has elected believers,
and this puts God's sovereignty and
man's freedom in fine balance. O
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CITYDROPS BAN ON
BEACH PNEACHTNG

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND TX (EP)-Town offi-
cials in South Padre Island, Texas, dropped their
threats to apply anti-solic¡tation laws to beach
evangelists after people involved with that min¡s-
try took their case to federal court.

The city had said that preaching on the beach
would be treated as sol¡citing, and would need to
meet city cond¡tions, such as application in
advance, payment of a permit fee, and acquisition
of liability insurance. City Attorney Paul Cunning-
ham said evangelistic activ¡ties would require a
permit.

Street Reach Minishies, which planned the out-
reach, contacted Christian Advocates Serving
Evangelism and Free Speech Advocates, two legal
defense organ¡zations that work with religious
causes. These groups helped Street Reach Minis-
tries file a lawsuit arguing that ordinances directed
at commercial activities should not be applied to
religious spe€ch.

U. S. District Judge Filemon Vela of Browns-
ville, Tþxas, said at a hearing that the beaches of
South Padre Island are a recognized public forum
for free speech activities. ln response, officials of
the town agreed that "preaching and passing out
religious literature were not violative of the town's
ordinances."

D. JAMES KENNEDYTO
ENTER MOVTE BUSINESS

FT LAUDERDALE, FL (EP)-Evangelist D.
James Kennedy has an answer to the "sex,
blasphemy, and sadism" of Hollywood's movies.
He's going into the movie business h¡mself.

Kennedy, who pastors the Coral Ridge Pres-
bgerian Church in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, plans
a feature film that will show a different reality than
Hollywood generally shows. "l know that there are
various kinds of reality in this country, including
the reality of the toileti he said, "Well, how about
the realities of morality and courage and
devotion?"

Dan Scalf, executive producer of the movie pro-
ject, says donations are exceeding expectations.
He believes the movie could be ready by the end
of 1990.

A topic for the initial film of Kennedy's project
is still being finalized, and a budget has been set at
$13 million-about average for a Hollywood film.
Howard Kazanjian, producer of Return ol the Jedi,
will produce the film. Tim Penland, who has
experience in marketing films to the Evangelical
market, will oversee marketing and production of
the film. Repeated calls to Penland's office went
unreturned.

Can a film with an Evangelical viewpoint make
it in the secular movie marketplace? Kennedy
poinls to the success of the Oscar-winning
Charioß of Fire. "That's the kind of uplifting movie
wed like to make," he concluded.

DOltilNO'S P[ZZ^ DONATES TO
PRO.LIFE ORGANIZATION

DETROII Ml (EP)-The owner of Domino's Pizza,

a giant 500-store franchise operation, donated
$50,000 to Operation Rescue, the pro-life direct
action group that stages massive sit-in protests at
abortion clinics, often closing them for hou¡s at a
nme.

Domino's Farms, lhe parent company of the
pizza chain, also donated $10,000 to the group.

Domino's Pizza owner Tom Monaghan, who
also owns the Detroit Tigers, has been speaking
out against abortion in recent years. Domino's
Pizza spokesperson Kerry McNulty said of the gift
to Operation Rescue, "l don't know why he chose
that particular group: but speculated it was but of
personal conviction.'

The National Organizat¡on of Women (NOW)
¡s try¡ng to mount a feminist boycott of Domino's
Pizza. "One day we were buying it, and the next
day we were mad at theml explained NOW press
liaison Colleen Dermody. "This is serious.
füminists live on Domino's Pizzai the boycott was
also promoted in a recent issue of Ms. magazine.

A broadcast of a Minneapolis talk radio program
offered a look at how the boycoü is being received.
A caller urged participation in the boycott, and said
he would take his one-pizza-a-week business else-
where. A few minutes later the father of five
teenagers called to say that while he didn't prefer
pizzas from Domino! he would now be taking
them his nine-pizza-a-week business to show sup-
port for the gift to Operation Rescue, and to make
up for people like the first caller.

DRUNK DNTVTNG ANSWER IS
ABSTINENCE, SAYS LEADER

EVANSTON, IL (EP)-Abstinence will keep drunk
drivers off the road, says Rachel Kelly, president of
the National Women's Christian ÎÞmperance
Union. In an opinion piece in USA Today, Kelly
explained that keeping the next generation from
drinking is the key to halting alcohol-related traf-
fic fatalities.

"The real answer lies in educating our kids not
to drink-not even to start, total abstinencel she
argued. "l can't stress strongly enough the impor-
tance ofeducation. Every decision we make about
our lives is a matter of r¡ghl and wrong-a moral
decision. And we've got to fight our social ills,
including alcohol, on a moral basis."

Kelly said, "lt's not the falling-down drunk whos
killing people on the highways . . . lt's the social
drinker-the person who can afford both to drink
and drive. lt's not the poverty-shicken person in the
ghetto who! causing this carnage. It's the social
drinker, the person who has money."

Kelly called for greater parental involvement in
teaching kids to not drink. "Everybody is crying
aboul the camage on the highways, but thousands
of parents stand by and let kids drink themselves
to deathi she noted. "We permit our young peo-
ple to be brainwashed by alcohol advertising, with
its constant insinuation that drinking, having fun
and being athletic are synonymous."

She concluded, "We've got to get back to our
old-fashioned morals-and parents have got to
stop blaming everybody else, especially teachers.
It's the parents position to teach children right and
wrong-including what's wrong about alcohol."

INDIANA PASÏOR AND FAMTLY
MURDERED IN PARSONAGE

LAKEVILLE, IN (EP)-An Indiana pastor, his
wife. and two children were found murdered in
their church parsonage April30. Police said allfour
appeared to have been shot at close range by the
same weapon.

The body ol the pastor, Robert Pelley, 38, was
found in the hallway that Sunday morning; his
wife and two daughters, ages 6 and 8, were found
in a family room. The couple's three other children
were away for the weekend when the attack
occurred, according to police.

Police said they believe the killings were not
motivated by robbery or burglary. "We have some
ideas of a motive, but we're not going to discuss
this yeti said Charl€s Feirrell of the St. Joseph's
County Sherifls Department.

There have been no arrests, no weapon was
found at the scene, and the idea of a murder-
suicide has apparently been ruled out. Pelley was
the pastor of the Olive Branch Church of the
United Brethren in Christ.

OLIVER NOBTH JUROR SAYS
PRAYER WAS TURNING POINT

WASHINGTON, DC (EP)-An emotional prayer
led by retired bus driver Caswell Hartridge was a
turn¡ng point for the jury that found Oliver North
guilty on three charges and not guilty on three
others.

Each of the jury's 12 days together began with
prayer, but juror Earl Williams said the prayer
offered the morning the jury sent out its verdict
was a significant breaking point in the decision-
making process.

Williams said determining North's intent in some
of his action was the most difficult part of the jury's
job.

North was acquitted of the most serious charges
he faced in connection with the lran-Conha affair.
He was found guilty of one count of obstructing
Congress, one count of destroying documents,
and one count of receiving an illegal gratuity.

PRO.LIFERS ORDERED TO PAY
$EOO,OOO FOR PICKETING

ABOETIONTS,rS HODIE

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX (EP)-N¡ne demonstra-
tors who picketed an abortionist's home have been
ordered to pay more than $800,000 in damages
for causing mental anguish to him and his family,
and for gross n€gligence.

"l believe in the right to picket, and I am an
advocate of the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tioni claimed Dr. Eduardo Aquino, who sued the
protesters. 'But anyone who abuses those rights
should be penalizedl Aquino said pro-l¡fe demon-
strators have picketed his abortion pract¡ce since
1982, and began picketing his home in March of
1988, prompting the lawsuit.

Jurors ruled that the peaceful protests caused
mental anguish to Aquinq his wife, and their four
children. They awarded $140,000 for past and
future suffering of Aquino and his wife, $170,000
for past and future suffering of their children, and
$500,000 in punitiv€ damages for gross negli-
gence in picketing a family home. 
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THE SECRETARY SPEAKS
By Melvin Worthington

rancis W. Dixon says, 3 minis-
ter may be good, not so good,
or even bad, and it leads us to
ask the question, 'What are the

qualities or marks of a good minister of
Jesus Christ?"

In I.Timothy 4 Paul gives five basic
principles for those who would be good
ministers of Christ.

Dlscern the Time
The competent minister must under-

stand the times in which he lives. Times,
tools and techniques all change, but the
truth of God remains the minister's stan-
dard by which all philosophies, pro-
grams, people and practices can be
measured.

Dedicated to the Task
Paul instructs Timothy (l Timothy

4:6-77) to warn the brethren about false
teachers who pervert huth. By doing so
he would be an excellent minister of
Jesus Christ. Timothy's task included
exposing the error and preaching the
truth.

The Master's ministers must clearly
and correctly preach the Word to those
under their charge. Understanding the
times allows a minister to do his task
with enthusiasm and earnestness. He
will not get sidetracked but will maintain
an allegiance to the immutable Word of
God. Ministers must not get caught up
in the spirit of the age. Eternal rather
than earthly values become their focus
for life.

Dlsplay the liruth
In I Timothy 4:12Paul told Timothy

not to act in such a manner that people

Senrants
Who
Senre

could despise his youth. Timothy could
silence all criticism by Christ-like con-
duct. The first responsibility of ministers
is to display in their own lives the truth
they believe and teach. Without this
their preaching, teaching, visiting and
comforting will produce little results.

Albert Barnes concludes, ä minister
should so live, that if all his people
should closely follow his example, their
salvation would be secure, and they
would make the highest possible attain-
ments in piety.'

Ministers should live clean and holv
lives. At all times and in all trials
ministers must show bel¡evers how to
live for the glory of God. There should
be nothing which would give hint of
scandal. The minister sets the example
through precept and practice.

Ministers have a sobering and special
mandate to set an example for other
believers. Failure at this point has had
devastating effect on church, commu-
nity and country. Moral values once
firmly held and honored have all but
disappeared. The ministry itself is not
viewed as it once was. Part of the blame
for attitudes of people toward the minis-
try can be attributed to the failure of
ministers to set examples for others to
follow.
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Free Will Baptists

Develop Oneb Theology
The development of the minister's

theology (l Timothy 4:13-15) plays a sig-
nificant role in effective ministry.
Ministers must be good students, even
scholars. Paul addresses this when he
tells Timothy to give attendance to
reading-public and private, to exhorta-
tion and to doctrine.

Barnes is correct when he says, "lt
should be apparent to all persons who
attend on the stated preaching of a min-
ister of the gospel, that he is making
steady advances in knowledge, wisdom,
and piety, and in all things that pertain
to the proper performance of the duties
of his office. If a man really makes pro-
gress it will be seen and appreciated by
others; if he does not, that willbe as well
understood by his hearersl

How tragic when ministers take short
cuts and neglect a systematic study of
the Word. We need Free Will Baptist
ministers who will take the time to
develop their theology and not simply
parrot what others are saying.

Dlsclpline Thyself
Paul concludes by challenging Timo-

thy to take heed to himself and his doc-
trine (l Timothy 4:16).

Ministers need to exercise discipline
over their minds, money, minishies and
morals. Effective ministers avoid anv
conduct in the areas of family, f¡nanceí
friends and fashions which gives the
devil opportunity to bring reproach on
their ministry or themselves.

The minister who does not discipline
himself has nothing to say to this gener-
ation. Those who do speak without
moral and intellectual discipline soon
discover they have no audience. The
minister must be something before he
can soy anything. O

Secreta4l's Schedule
Auguot 7-13 Evergreen FWB

Church
lola, Tþxas

Auguct 1õ-17 Arkansas State
Association

Auguot3o-Sepf. 2 Preacher,sReheat
Ewing, Ill.
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CONTACT

P. O. Box 1088

Nashvllle, Tennesgee 37202

Second class postage paid at Nashville, Tennessee

August is
EMPHASIS MONTH

on the
Auxiliary Calendar

Ta
Each year the Woman's National Auxiliary Con-
vention suggests each Auxiliary sponsor an
Emphasis Program beforc the cntirc church. Thc
purpose is threefold:
ENABLE the WNAC to continue its services

to our women in the state, district
and local Auxiliaries.

ENLIGHTEN the church as to what the
Woman's Auxiliary is accomplish-
ing in the church and denomina-
tion.

ENt/Sf all women to become more
actively involved in the total
program of mission study, mission
praycr and mission action.

r|-
I he July-August issue of CO-LABORËR maga-

zinc is rich with suggested materials for this
program:

"Our Place on the Wall" by DianeThomas
"Keepers of the Gate" by Myra HilI
"So Built We the House" (an installation) by lune

McVay and lane Atchison
"Tools for Building" an object lesson

For your frcc copy of CO-LABORER and
trial subscription, write:

Woman's National Auxiliary Convcntion
P.O. Box 10BB

Nashville. TN 37202

Brick banks are free upon

requestfrom the WNAC

office.

State the number needed


